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New Novelift’s Magazine. 


' ‘I THE 

’ history of captain winterfie^d. 

BY„ MR. HARRISON. 


y*»* <*v APTAIN Winterfisld was 
if > a native of Scotland} and, 

j> C at the age of twenty-five, 

< v had lolt a moil amiable 
confort, about fix weeks 
after ihe had prefen ted him 
with a daughter, the firft pledge of their 
mutual affe&ion. 

This unhappy event produced in the 
captain, a fettled melancholy, which time 
ieemed unable to efface s nor could the 
arguments of friends, or the ftill more 
powerful advocate.of a .youthful confti- 
tutioji, naturally difpofed to fhareand to 
embellifh the joys of focial and domeftick 
life, prevail on him to renew thole vows 
whicn Death had fo fatally difTolved. 

His mother, who was a moft exem¬ 
plary character, had for lome years been 
a widow j and'that turn for gaiety which 
had accelerated the death of a beloved 
hufband, had at the fame time reduced 
her from a ftate of competence to hardly 
a bare exigence. The old lady, there* 
fore, now lived with her fon j and flie 
endeavoured by the kindeft offices, and 
the molt unfemitted attentions, to foot he 
that afRi&ion in which the was but top 
well qualified to fympathize. She repre¬ 
sented to him the confolation The had 
herfelf derived from the ppfleffion of a 
child whofe affc&ionate regards had in 
time reconciled her to life, and pointed 
mu the. moft flattering refemblances ip 
their refpg&ive fitiiations: his attention 
was perpetually directed to fqme new- 
diftovered attradio^ in his little Pene- 
lepej and though every communication 
•f this nature aapacently gave him a 

, yo uylh ■ 


temporary happlnefs, he never failed on 
fuch occalions to pay dearly in private 
for the reflections they as conflantly pro¬ 
duced, on' the ineftimable value or thoftf 
charms of Which he was for ever de- 

pricedr* - » * ; 

fn'fiYis ftafC bf mkidf he Remained on 
half-pay,* til) the commencement of the 
Americin v ‘con'ee’fi;* when his regiment 
was put ihti and ordered on 

that fervice .At this period Jus daugh¬ 
ter ha<^attainedJifir tenth yeat'i and pre- 
fented every day a ft longer rfefemb lance 
of her departed mother, as well in per- 
fonal as in mental accomplishments. A 
fortnight only was allowed him to pre¬ 
pare for his embarkation; and frequent¬ 
ly, in this painful interval, with a firm- 
nefs which few men could boaft, did his 
manly cheek glow with the confciouf^ 
nefs of thofe tears, which the powerful 
operations of nature forced from their la¬ 
tent fpring, as he prefled to 1 his beating 
bofom his lovely girl, with all the heart¬ 
felt forebodings of parental appreheh- 
fion; and often did her little watchful 
eye mark the progrefs of the glittering 
drop, and printing with her quivering 
lip the track which? it had puriued, en¬ 
quire the unconfcious cauie in accents 
of evident anguifh, and with looks of yet 
ftronger expreflion. From the moment 
in which the unwelcome fummons had 
arrived, the good old gentlewoman ceaf- 
ed not to intreat her fon, that he would 
avail himfelf of the plea of indifpofition, 
to which he was fo fully entitled, as the 
only means of detaining him at horns, 
where hi ^health was alone likely to'bc rt- 
* A • cftafeliih^d^ 
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4. NEW NOVELIST 1 

eftablifhed: but he dlfdained to liften to 
motives which might leave his unble- 
mifhed reputation liable to the fmalleft 
fufpicion, and prepaied with alacrity to 
obey the call of honour. 

Having made the neceflary arrange¬ 
ments, he took leave of his affe&ionate 
mother, and his dear little girl, with that 
mournful kind of adieu, which feems to 
xelinquifh the hope of ever again behold¬ 
ing tne obje&s from which the fuffufed 
eye unwillingly turns away. For a few 
moments he folded them in his arms ; 
and recommending them to theprote&ion 
of Heaven, with a figh which he vainly 
endeavoured to fupprefs, halted from all 
he held dear, without once daring to look 
back*$ and, fortifying himfelf againlt 
thofe founds of anguifh which fancy pre¬ 
sented loudly to his ear, went on board 
the tranfport which was to convey his 
troops acrofs the Atlantic, and arrived 
Safe in America, after a paflage of about 
Six weeks. 

It was not till the departure of the 
captain, j that .rtfifc. .Wmterfiejd^ expe¬ 
rienced* jfte • fill 1. fWce hfcgrief^:i}w|ier 
kind elFdrts to*e6nfole thoaili&icbZoCan 
adored fon, Ihe bad* as vuejCj experi¬ 
enced a ceflatioh oi ^fowfrfmguilh: 
but now,.fa/from end£aV6uring to re- 
prefs the fh< aban¬ 

doned herfiblf - ix # ft) 0 *tr^:>'Jand w W 5 pt al- 
moft incefiantly, till the fataf account ar¬ 
rived of the battle at Bunker's Hill, 
where fQ many Britifti officers feemed 
cruelly felled for fiat ghter; when, not 

all doubting that the name of Captain 
Winterfield was included ip the fatal lift, 
her agony increafed to fuch a height, that 
She became inltantly diftra&ed, and con¬ 
tinued in that mod melancholy of all 
fixations upwards of fix months, before 
(he could poffibly be fatjsfied that her lop 
(fill lived; por would (he at laft have been 
convinced, had (he not received an in¬ 
controvertible evidence of his perfe{t fafe- 
ty binder his own hand. 

Jn the mean time, the captain, whofe 
aihiabje difpofit?op, and intrepid beha¬ 
viour, procured him univtrlal elleem, 
had contused the ftri&eft intimacy with 
his luperior officer, Colonel Bellinger, 
who never failed to confulthim on every 
affair of moment, whether of a private or 
of a profeflional nature. 

The colonel was about eight years 
younger than Captain Winterfield: he 
'was likewife a native of North Britain; 
but, having married a lady of immenfe 
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fortune in England, by whom he had 
two Tons and a daughter, his chief refi- 
dence, when at home, was in the county 
of Norfolk. The lady of Colonel Bel¬ 
linger dotted on him to diftra&ion, and 
continually implored him to quit a pro- 
feffion fo unfavourable to their loves, and 
the neeeffity of purfuing which had been 
happily prevented by the kindwefs of for¬ 
tune; but the nice and delicate feelings 
of a foldiei's honour prevented his ac- 
^quiefcence in a requeft of this nature* 
though his denials coft him many a pang* 
He communicated to his faithful friend 
every fource of his regrets} and was 
ftrengthened in his refolution by the ap¬ 
probation of a heart which, though ten¬ 
der as that of an infant, was equally a 
ltranger to fear or deceit. 

For upwards of four years they con- 
ftantly fought together, and neither of 
them had received the fmallefthui s ti about 
this time, however, Captain Winterfield 
was (lightly wounded m the leg, as he 
went out with the colonel to reconnoitre} 
but in lefs than three months the wound 
was entirely healed. 

The fears of the captain had beeij 
awakened by this accident, for the fix¬ 
ation of his Penelope and her grandmo¬ 
ther, to fuch a degree, as to produce a 
violent feverj and the colonel, who never 
ceafed to vifit him at leaft once a day 
during his confinement, having difeover- 
ed the caufe of his anxiety, which a be¬ 
coming delicacy had prompted him as 
much as pofiibje to conceal, charged him¬ 
felf, on tne honour of a foldier, with the 
care of Mrs. Winterfield, and his little 
daughter, fhould that event take place, 
at any future period, which he doubted 
not he would happily efcape on the pre¬ 
fect occafion. The kindnefs and gene- 
rofnyof this aflurance contributed more 
to Captain Winterfield’sfpeedy recovery, 
than all the efforts of his furgeon, the 
utmoft exertions of whofe (kill had hi¬ 
therto been baffled by the mental difeafe 
of his unhappy patient. 

Shortly after the captain’s recovery, 
an expedition up the country was pro- 
ie&ed, and it was executed by thefe gal¬ 
lant officers with the moft brilliant iuc- 
cefis. In their return, however, an acci¬ 
dent occurred which had nearly proved 
fatal to the colonel. Having dilperfed 
every appearance of an enemy, while they 
one day halted to relieve, the folders 
from the fatigue a long march* the 
colonel, who- was remarkably fond df 
fowling, 
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fowling, propofed an excurfion for that of them yet furvived he might he brought 
purpofe in a neighbouring wood. Captain into camp, and if pcffible cured of 
Winterfield and two other officers were of his wounds, as the means of difcover- 


the party; and they agreed to divide two 
and two, and not to penetrate more than 
half a mile or a mile at fart heft, without 
forming a jtin&ion at that ditlance, as 
nearly centrical as poffible from the fpot 
where they let out. 

The colonel and Captain Winterfield 
were together, and they had not pro¬ 
ceeded more than five or fix hundred 
yards, when they were alarmed by a ge¬ 
neral difcharge of mufquetry. On ad¬ 
vancing towards the fpot from whence 
the found proceeded, they difcovered fix 
armed favages engaged with the officers 
from whom they had juft feparated. A 
toupie of favages likewife lay wounded 
on the ground; and the colonel and cap¬ 
tain levelling theiivpieces, brought two 
more to the earth: the other four, terri¬ 
fied at this unexpe&ed ftioke, fled with 
precipitation towards the thicket where 
the colonel was ftationed; and before he 
or his friends could reload, had heat 
him down with their mufquets, and 
Would in a few minutes have difpatch- 
fcd him with their tomahawks, had 
not Captain Winterfield, and the other 
two officers, immediately ruihed to his 
afliftance, and each of them transfixed an 
aflailant with his bayonet. There was 
now only one left; and he would have 
proved fufficiently formidable for the de¬ 
finition of the colonel, againft whom 
his armed hand was already railed, had 
not Captain Winterfield, with an admi¬ 
rable prefence cf mind, and the moft un¬ 
daunted refolution, rclinqui filed his 
Jnulquet; and, fpringir.g on the lavage 
among the bulhes, brought him inftantly 
to the ground; while one of the other 
officeis, who had by this time difengaged 
his bayonet, plunged it into the bowels of 
theproftrate victim. 

The colonel had received two violent 
contufions on his head, and was other- 
Svifemuchbruifed and wounded in ftrug- 
gling with the favages. Captain Win- 
terfield bound up his wounds; and, with 
the affiftance of his brother officers, car¬ 
ried him to his tent, where the fcnll being 
examined by the chief furgeon, it was 
found to be terribly fra£hued in both 
places. 

A party of men were now fent to 
fearch the wood, and to bring an account 
of the favages; and Captain Winterfield 
gave particuiardireftions, that if either 


ing whether this ambufrade had been 
treacheroufly formed t inttances having 
often occurred, in the courle of this un* 
happy war, where the aife&aticn of loy¬ 
alty had ocrafioned a fatal confident ill 
the tinfufpefting foldier, who was fre¬ 
quently drawn into fuch fituations, by 
thefe diabolical machinations, as admit¬ 
ted no poffibility of efcape. 

In conference of th$fe orders, two 
of the favages, whp had been only flight* 
ly wounded, were brought away, and 
cured in lefs than three weeks; but no¬ 
thing of treachery appeared to have ac¬ 
tuated thefe unhappy wretches, who were 
only out on a hunting party, when they 
were fed need by the hope of plunder to 
make the fatal attack. They feemed 
full of contrition for their paft conduit* ' 
and grateful for the attention which had 
evidently been paid to their recovery; 
and as one of them, in particular, appa¬ 
rently poflefled every requifite qualifies* 
tion for an active, faithful, and even af- 
fe£ticnate domeftick, Captain Winter- 
field took him into his fervice, and treat¬ 
ed him with all imaginable kindnefs: 
but in lefs than two months, though they 
were kept constantly unarmed,' and in ge¬ 
neral clofeiy watched, they found means 
to effect their efcape* 

during this time, Colonel Bellinger 
grew rather worfe than better; and the 
furgeon, defpairing of reducing the prin¬ 
cipal fra&ure, recommended the appli* 
cation of the trepan, which the colonel 
vehemently oppofed* Captain Winter- 
field perceiving that the cure would pro¬ 
bably be as much defeated by the adop¬ 
tion of an operation to which his friend 
could by no means fubmit without the 
moft alarming apprehenfions, as from 
the total neglect of this meafure, however 
profeffionaiiy advifeable, feConded the 
colonel's refolution with much apparent 
confidence; afierting, that he had known 
worfe fra61 ures totally healed, by a more 
patient procefs, under a far lefs fkilful 
furgeon. This declaration had it’s full 
effect, both with the furgeon and his 
patients the former politely, though 
faintly, acquiefced in foregoing his in¬ 
tention, under a bare poffibility, as are- 
turn for the captain’s compliment to his 
ability; and the latter, tranquillized by 
a durances fo confonant to his wifbes, 
fubdued by degrees that impatience and 
A % perturbation 
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perturbation of mind, which had greatly 
contributed to retard his cure. 

Colonel Bellinger, in his fit It intervals 
of recollection, after exprefling his gra¬ 
titude to Captain Winterfield for an at¬ 
tachment which he cOuld'never reward, 
had prcffed upon him the acceptance of an 
Shftrument, in which he bequeathed him 
the Aim of three thoufand pounds, as a 
teftimonial of his friemiftiip. Indeed, 
the captain was perpetually with his 
friend; and the knot of amity was if 
poffible (till clofer drawn, as well by the 
dangers and Aifferings they had both ex¬ 
perienced, as from the kind confolatious 
they had in their turns mutually received 
and adminitiered. 

The colonel had been confined to his 
tent about ten weeks, when word was 
one morning brought by the officer who 
commanded a foraging party the pre¬ 
ceding evening, confiding of twenty men, 
that a band of at leaft a hundred Ravages 
had chafed them to within half a league 
of the camp, and appeared to be on the 
look out for fuch fmall parties. Cap¬ 
tain Winterfield, who was prefent, ex- 
preffed his indignation-^being haraffed 
by thefepetty affailanrs; and immediately 
ordering out a hundred men to follow 
tmperceived at a fmall difiance, advanced 
himfelf with only ten, towards the fpot 
where they were firft difeovered. This 
was near five miles difiant from thecamp j 
and they had not proceeded far beyond 
the place which had been defcwheel, when 
’ upwards of a hundred favages. Aiddenly 
appeared, and came on to the attack with 
great fury. Captain Winterfield, with his 
little party, niadea (hew of retreating, ftiil 
keeping upamnning fire, till he perceived 
his corpide refers > wh«n they im med iately 
turned on the purfuers; and after leav¬ 
ing near thirty dead on the field, put the 
reft totally to flight. Captain Winter- 
field and his troops now continued the 
purfuit, and had juft comeupwithin reach 
of the fugitives, when a new ambufeade, 
confiding of at leaft fifteen hundred, fud- 
denly iffued forth from an adjoining 
wood, and in an inftant cut off the fore- 
noft of their enemies, including the brave 
captain; whom the few who efcaped be¬ 
held fall, after a gallant refiftance, amidft 
heaps of his flaughtered adherents. 

This melancholy cataftrophe plunged 
the unhappy colonel into an abyfs of 
forrow; he refufed every fpecies of con- 
folation; and was the next day feized 
with a fever which continued wi tk -mv- 
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abated violence for three weeks, at the 
** end of which time his wounds were in a 
more dangerous way than ever, and the 
furgeon defpaired of a recovery. Youth, 
and a good conftitution, however, in 
about fix months fo far prevailed, that 
his wounds were nearly healed; but he. 
was adviied hy his furgeon, as well as by 
the commander in chief, to go to Europe 
with the next difpatches, for the perfe#; 
recovery of his health. An opportunity 
foon offered, and he arrived lately in 
England. 

Immediately after the calamity whicli 
deprived him of his ineltimable friend. 
Colonel Bellinger had written to Mrs, 
Winterfield a letter of condolence on the 
lois of her brave and Worthy fon; iq 
which, inclofing an order for the imme¬ 
diate receipt of two hundred pounds, he 
mentioned his intended legacy to the 
captain, and his refolution of making 
that fum the future portion of his little 
daughter. But the pen of friendfhip 
was incapable of Sufficiently foftening 
the fa£t. Mrs. Winterfield bkffed the 
generous and benevolent mind that dic¬ 
tated the friendly epiftle; Ihe reccm* 
mended her lovely orphan to the pro¬ 
tection of Him who is the Father of the^. 
fatherlefs; and died of a broken heart 
the fecond day after receiving the fatal 
intelligence. 

He had then alfo written to his lady,, 
for the firft time after his own misfortune, 
the particulars of that affair; reprefent- 
ing to her the amended ftate of his health, 
and his total relief from every apprehen-* 
lion of danger. But a far different ac¬ 
count had previoufly reached her ear: it 
had two months before been confidently 
afferted in all the publick prints, that 
Colonel Bellinger, and his whole corps, 
had been furprized and cut to pieces near 
the banks of the Illinois, and that the 
fcalps of the brave colonel, and his prin¬ 
cipal officers, had been prefented to Con- 
grefs by the Indian chiefs, on a day fpe- 
cified. This relation was the only on*. 
Ihe ever received; her unceafing regrets, 
from the firft moment of his departure, 
had long left but a llender thread of lift- 
to divide, and that thread had for fomc 
weeks been feparated when the colonel's 
letter arrived. 

- Thefe unhappy circumffances were in 
a few days made known to Colonel Bet. 
linger; and they occafioned an imme¬ 
diate relapfe, which for a long time 
feemed to render ineffectual the ftruggfcs 

. of 
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4f a vigorous conftitution, and the arts oF 
medicinal aids their united efforts, how¬ 
ever, once more prevailed; and he at length 
fufficiently recovered to vifit his own 
country, where he determined to fpend 
die remainder of his daySi 

He accordingly refigned his commif- 
lion; difpofedof his feat in Norfolk j 
and, purchasing a neat villa near the fea, 
in the weft of Scotland, retired with his 
little family to this fequeftered fitua- 
tion. 

Having fixed his rcfidence in amoft 
delightful fuot, he fet out for Montrofe, 
that he might add his adopted daughter} 
the child of his lamented friend, to his 
little houfhold; being determined to edu¬ 
cate her in the fameftile as ifihe were pro¬ 
perly hisown. But how great was his afto- 
nifhment and horror to find, that though 
Penelope, on the deceafe of her grand¬ 
mother, had been taken under the pro¬ 
tection of k worthy minifter at that place, 
the had been feized and carried away from 
her guardian, by the crew of a privateer, 
as they were one evening walking by the 
iea-fide, a few days before his arrival! 

' With a new fourceof affliction, he re¬ 
turned to his iolitary manfion; and en¬ 
deavoured to difpel the melancholy which 
opprefted him, by applying for confuta¬ 
tion to that Sacred Repofitory of Comfort 
which, though he had never even affc&ed 
to contemn, he had for fome years but 
too much negleCted: he took upon him- 
ielf the inftruCtion of his little ones, and 
made religion thebafis of their education. 
In this moft delightful employ he fpent 
tnoft of his time; but no attention was 
wanted on his part for the difeovery of 
fndigence and dittrefs, nor were any 
means in his power negleCted for their 
relief. 

Early in the firft autumn of the colo¬ 
nel's refidencc at Bellinger Houle, he 
Was one morning alarmed by the 'firing 
of guns* evidently as fignals of di It refs. 
The night had been remarkably tem- 
peftuous, nor had the ftorm yet greatly 
abated, though it was hear five o'clock. 
He arofe, and opened a window which 
looked towards the fea; hut it was too 
dark to perceive any objeCt even clofe at 
hand, except •when the pale lightning 
gleamed faintly on the fwelling furges, 
9r the r - momentary flafh which preceded 
thediftant cannon’s melancholy roar, di¬ 
rected tathe feen* of horror, whirh ap¬ 
peared too remodC from land to admit the 
foftbility of thgtaid which the lituatioti 


evidently demanded. The ram defeend* 
ed in torrents; the wind feemedtorock •' 
the folid foundation of the edifice; and 
the waves roared tremendous as they ap¬ 
proached and retreated from the beach. 

In this fitu&tion the colonel had re¬ 
mained full half an hour, inceffantly 
putting up ejaculations for the fouls of 
thofe to whom he defpaired of gi ving an f 
'corporeal afflftance, when the wind blew 
with redoubled violence for the fpace Of 
ten minutes, the thunder roared dreadful, 
and almoft inceflanjly, and the quick 
flafhes of lightning gave perpetually an 
inftantaneous though confined view of 
the agitated element; in the meanwhile, 
guns of diftrefs were every moment fired, 
and tile awful founds feemed every time 
lefs diftant from the fhore. This laft 
circumftance was fufficient to awaken 
the hope offavinga/ellow-creaturein thfc 
feeling bofom of the colonel. He imme¬ 
diately called up all his fervants; and, 
ordering fome of them to alarm the neigh¬ 
bouring cottagers, proceeded with the 
reft of his domefticks to the fea-fide. 

The ftorm had now ceaied, though thfc 
waves ftill continued to run high; and as 
day had juft begun to dawn, the wreck 
was difcemible about half a league from 
fhore, where the veflel had gone to pieces 
on a rock. 

Though little or no profpefl of fuc- 
cefs appeared, as all on board muft of 
neceflity have perifhed, (a fmall part only 
of the flfip’s hull remaining above water 
when it was firft difeovered, and that 
every minute diminifhing) he neverthe- 
lefs difpatched a large boat with fix men, 
whom he dire&ed to reconnoitre the 
foundered veffel, and if poffible to take 
up any of the crew who might happily 
be floating on parts of the wreck. 

In a quarter of an hour they peached 
the melancholy fpot; but could only $f- 
cover a fmall trunk and two or three 
, dead bodies floating on the water: they, 
however, took thefe into the boat, and 
conveyed them to fhore, where every pre* 
feribed means for the reftoration of life 
was in vain applied; death had iecured * 
his prey. 

Thsrifing fun having by this time 
greatly extended thp view, Colonel Bel¬ 
linger perceived, apparently about half 
a mile beyond the wreck, a fmall fkiff 
making towards it; and, fearful left it 
fhould Contain fome of the csew who 
might meet a fimilar fate by approach¬ 
ing too near, he jumped into the boat, 

and 
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and with his fix men immediately went 
to their afliftancet but, a few minutes 
before he could get futficiently near to 
warn them of the impending danger, 
their boat had fti uck the rock, and was 
in a moment daftied to pieces. It Teem¬ 
ed to have contained about a dozen per-. 
Ions; fome of whom went under the 
wreck, and never again appeared. The 
Colonel -was, however, fortunate enough 
to take up three men and a woman; but 
he had given over the remainder lor loll, 
when he oblerved at a linall dilhtnce two 
more perfons floating on the water, a 
gentleman and a very young lady, fold¬ 
ed in each other's arms: thel’e, likewife, 
he happily fecured, but life leemed wholly 
extinguilhed. As all the men but the 
latter were veiy good fwunmers, they 
were little worie for the accident; the 
two females, therefore, and the gentle¬ 
man laft taken up, engaged the whole of 
his attention the moment he reached land* 
They were immediately conveyed to his 
houfe; where the procefs recommended 
by the Humane Society (wirti which eve¬ 
ry man of humanity ought to make him¬ 
felf thoroughly acquainted) was unre¬ 
mittingly purfued for near two hours, 
before any figns of life appeared in the 
gentleman and the evident object of his 
regards: the lady who had been firft dil- 
covered was reftored in about twenty mi¬ 
nutes. 

At length, however, tne latent prin¬ 
ciple was called forth into a£tton; and a 
Skilful phyfician, who had now arrived, 
declared them entirely out of danger: he 
recommended that they fhould be kept as 
uiet as poflible for the remainder of the 
ay; and, after explaining to the colonel 
the mode of treatment neceflary to be 
' purfued till the next morning, faid he 
ihould theh make them an early vifit, 
though he hoped they would have little 
occafion for his afliftance. 

The colonel himfelf attended them the 
whole day; and the moment they be¬ 
came fenfible, he comforted the father 
and his daughter, (for fo he had difeo- 
yered them to be) with aflurances of their 
reciprocal fafety; but he begged them to 
compofe themfelves till the next day, 
when they (hould certainly fee each other 
the firft moment either of them was able 
to rife. ^ 

The phyfician arrived about eight in 
the morning: his patients had Heptwell, 
in confeqnence of the opiates he had pre- 
fcribed; and the gentleman, in particular. 
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fecined to think he fhould be able to get 
up, though he wasftilt weak and languid* 
After regretting his inability to recom-- 
penle either his hofpitaBle preferver, or 
the gentleman who fo kindly attended 
to alTilt his benevolent exertions, he in-* 
treated that he might at lealt know; the 
names of his benefa&ors, though he 
could hardly flatter himfelf with the 
hope of ever making them any fubftarw 
tial return. 

4 Colonel Bellinger is too generous—* 
faid the phyfician: he could add no far¬ 
ther, before his patient, with a deep figh* 
fcli back on his pillow, in a flate of in-* 
fen Ability. In a few minutes he reep-. 
vered, and begged pardon for his weak* 
nets; but intreated that he might be 
immediately permitted to rife; and make 
his acknowledgments to the colonel, 
with whole generofity he was perfectly 
acquainted. 

The phyfician withdrew in aftonifh- 
ment, to acquaint Colonel Bellinger 
witli this extraordinary circumftancej 
but that benevolent gentleman, being fa- 
tisfied with the promifing ftate of his 
more particular guefts, had juft ftepped 
to vifit the three men who were alfopre? 
ferved, and whom he had the day before 
directed to be fupplied with every ne- 
ceflary. 

In the mean time, the young lady, 
impatient to behold her beloved father, 
had already rifen, a,nd was now locked 
in his yet feeble arms, when the colonel, 
on the reprelentation of his medical 
friend, approached the apartment. 

4 Thy Winterfield, and his haplefs 

* daughter!’ faid the former, as the co¬ 
lonel entered: and they both knelt to 
their preferver. 

* ’Tis impoflible!’ exclaimed Colo* 
nel Bellinger; 4 but I will for a moment 
4 indulge the idea!’ And he embraced 
them in his arms as they arofe, and wept 
over them with all the bitternefs of an- 
guifh. In a few minutes, lifting his 
eyes to Heaven, after a cirrforyfurvey of 
tne well-known though much-altered 
features—* Thy ways, 0 my Creator, 
4 are unfeaichable; the myfteries of thy 

* Providence inexplicable;-and thy good- 

* nefs without limitation! it is, it is my 
4 friend, and I am not vet deprived of 
4 every bleffing J* He then again fold¬ 
ed them to his bofom, and again wept 
over them with joy. 

When their agitated fpirits were fuf# 
ficiently cvmpoied. Colonel Bellinger 

begged 
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begged Ins friend to recapitulate the mi¬ 
raculous circumftances by which Hea¬ 
ven had been gracioufly pleated to re¬ 
new their felicity in his prefervation. 

It appealed, from Captain Winter- 
field’s relation, that after he had been 
feen to fall,inconfequence of the wounds 
Be received, he was unconfcious of any 
farther occurrence till he found himfelf 
jin the hut of a favage, where he was 
treated with great care and tendernefs by 
the owner, whom he foon recognized to 
be the veiy perfon lie had formerly taken 
into his fervice. This grateful favage 
ted one of the bands which compofed the 
fatal ambufeade ; and feeing Captain 
Winterfield engaged, whom he inllantjy 
recollected, flew to his aflifhnce, and 
faved him from being tomahawked by 
the furious Indians, almoft at the ex- 
. pence of his own life: he, however, con¬ 
veyed the captain fafely to his hut, 
whole wounds he perfe&ly healed in 
fomewhat lefs than three months. 

This favage poflefled great humanity: 
he had preierved, on a former occafion, 
the lady of a rich planter, with her in¬ 
fant daughter, whofe hufband had been 
fcruelly flaughtered by his brutal coun¬ 
trymen ; and though the child died a 
few weeks after the fatal event, the mo¬ 
ther, who was extremely beautiful, had 
remained near twelve months under the 
dilinieielled proteffionof this hofpitable 
plan, and {till compofed part of his fa¬ 
mily. As the captain and this lady 
were in fone meafure fellow-fufferers, 
they confoled each other with the molt 
cordial friendfhip; nor was the heart of 
titter confeipus that it poflefled any fuf- 
ceptibility of a more tender impreflion. 

The lady was a native of England; 
and though her parents had for fome 
years been no more, flie wifhed ardently 
to refign her breath, too nearly exhaufted 
with perpetual fighs for the melancholy 
lofs of an adored hiifband, in the fame 
country as fhe had received it: Captain 
Winterfield, likewife, unceafmgly re¬ 
gretted the want of probability that he 
fhould ever again fee his aged mother, 
and his lovely Penelope; though he was by 
no means unmindful that he had not yet 
fatisfied ,th$ claims of his country on that 
life which had engaged in it’s fervice, the 
war dill continuing, his wounds being 
quite healed, and his health and ftrength 
*dmoft re-eflablifhed. As the Britifh 
.tfopps had, however, for fome time quit¬ 


ted' thole parts, the worthy and hofpf- 
table favage reprefen ted in very juft and 
flriking colours the difficulties hisguetts 
would have to encounter in palling 
through the enemy’s country; and ad - 
vifed them to embark for Europe in the 
firft foreign veflel they ftiould find" on the 
Mifliflippi, whither he would himfelf 
undertake to efcort them. 

They accordingly fet out for the 
banks of this celebrated river, which 
they reached in about eight days; where 
they engaged with the matter of a fmall 
Spaniffi velfel, going round toPenfacola 9 
and took leave of their Indian friend. 

On their arrival at this place, which 
had but a ffiort time before fnrrendered 
to the arms of Spain, they took up their 
relidence in the houfe of one of the prin¬ 
cipal merchants, whofe name was v^elF 
known to the lady, and who had only 
fworn allegiance to the conquerors fori 
the prelervation of his landed property, 
which was very confiderable in Weft 
Florida, intending to quit for ever that 
part of the world, as foon as he could 
conveniently diipofe of it to advantage; 
being firmly attached to the Britifh go¬ 
vernment, and determined to end his 
days in England. By this gentleman 
they were mod kindly entertained up- 
wards of four months, when he pro¬ 
cured them a paflage in a French 
fhip, bound for Marleilles, in France; 
but the veflel was taken on it’s voyage, 
by an Engliffi privateer, and carried into 
Antigua. Nor did the circumftance of 
falling into the hands of his own coun- 
try men, operate much in favour of Cap¬ 
tain Winterfield, or his fair companion ; 
who were plundered of great part of their 
property not lefs effectually, though per¬ 
haps fomewhat lels avowedly, than if 
the capture had been made by their molt 
inveterateenemies. Indeed,CaptainXVin- 
terfield’s property was very inconfider* 
able; but his amiable fellow-lufferer had 
a vaft quantity of plate, jewels, and ap¬ 
parel, which the generous favage had 
faithfully preferved from the wreck of 
her hufband’s fortune, (accepting only 
a very fmall portion of the plate and 
jewels, though the whole were repeatedly 
offered him) with India bonds, and 
other valuable inftruments, to the amount 
of at leaft fifteen thoufand pounds; thefe 
were all contained in a fmall trunk, 
which was broke open the very firft 
right, and plundered of jewels and plate 

to 
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toa vevyronfiderable amount; nor could his purpofed villainy brought on board 
the ftri& enquiry which the Icaptain of the (loop, where (he was foon convinced 
the privateer, who had formerly been a of htr perfett lafety. The wretched in- 
moft notorious "(muggier, atfe&ed to vader of all the rights of humanity turn- 
snake, difcover the delinquent. Or pro- ed.out to be the identical perfon who 
cure any return of the fpoil. had connived at the embezzlement of thfc 

Not chufipg to rifque the lofs of the fair widow’s property in the Weft In- 
neinaindet’ of this valuahle property, dies; the young lady, whofe deftru&ion. 
Captain Winterfield t and the lady went he had meditated, proved to be the daugh- 
tm (bore at Antigua; rejefling with in- ter of Captain Winterfield, his dear, his 
dignatiou the offered paffagc to England adorable Penelope, 
in the privateer, which failed as foon as The young lady recovered but (lowly 
the captain bad difpo&d of the French from the confequences of the ill-treat- 
ftip and cargo. ment (he had experienced; and when they 

Ten weeks after, the Crocodile (loop arrived at Cork, which was not till three 
of war touched at Antigua, in it’s way weeks after this affair, (he was full two 
to Ireland; the commander of which be- months before (he got the better of her 
tng Captain Winterfield's particular indifpofition. In the mean time, as the 
friend, agreed to convey him and the Crocodile was only to vi&ual at this 
bdyto Cork. place, previous to a cruizerin the Bay of 

They accordingly embarked imme- JBifcay, Captain Winterfield and his two 
diatelyj but they nad only proceeded a fair companions took their paffage in a 
few leagues from the coatt, when the trading (hip bound for Chefter. 
Crocodile was attacked, foon after dark. The fecond day after they failed, a 
by a privateer under French colours, violent ftorm arofe, which carried them 
which nad miffaken her for an Englilh out of their coutfe, towards the coatl of 
trading veflfel. After the firft broadfide, Scotland; wliere they continued to be 
flic captain of the privateer, difeoveting driven about, at the mercy of the winds, 
'his error, immediately (truck his flag, for three days fucceflively; till, at length, 
and pretended the whole was a miftake. the veflfel having fprung a leak, which 
But the commander of the (loop was not the beft dibits of the crew were unable 
to be thus eaflty duped: he thoroughly to keep under, and having at the fame 
Comprehended the whole of the proceed- time loft both her marts, after repeatedly 
jng, and inrtantly ordered the captain of firing guns of diftrefs, without any pro* 
the privateer on board; fending out, at fpe£l of relief, Captain Winterfield, 
the fame time, his own lieutenant, and with his loveiy charge, and eight other 
two other officers, thoroughly to exa- paflengers, determined not to ternpt 
mine the veflfel; when it was foon difeo- their fate by continuing longer on d, 
Vered that the commander was one of and having in vain endeavoured to pve- 
thofe traiterous and piratical villains who vail on the matter to quit his thip, who 
have fo greatly infefted us during the declared he would much rather go down 
part war, fighting under different com- with her than face the owners after her 
millions, and plundering all that came lofs, they got into the long-boat about 
in their way. He had no lefs than fix midnight, and made for the ihore—with 
rau Comers on board; together with a what luce?is, has already appeared, 
molt beautiful young lady, who had only Captain Winterfield having concluded 
elbaped ruin, by the melancholy depriva* the narrative which comprehended thefe 
tion of her fcnle* which bis brutality had events, he piefented his daughter, with 
occafioned, and which yet would not the unfortunate lady, (who had, in her 
have fecured her from this diabolical hafle and coufufion ip quitting the velfel, 
villain, had not his lieutenant, (who, left the trunk which contained her whole 
indeed, wilhed to referve her for him- fortune upon deck, though (he had care- 
f:l, as he intended to feize the command fully brought it up fome time before, 
the. very firft opportunity) under the af- that (lie might net in the laft extremity 
fetation of humanity, proterted he never leave it behind) to Colonel Bellinger, 
would confent to witncl's the perpetration begging to place them under his prolec- 
offo grofs an enormity. tion, till he might himfelf be enabled tb 

The bale mifereant was immediately provide for them to his wi(h. In the 
ppt in irons, and the intended vi&im of mean time, he cxprtflfed his intention of 
• ‘ * . • • . . felling 
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fettiog out for England as foon as pof- 
/ible, that |ie might report to the com¬ 
mander in chief the circumftances which 
had occafioned his abfence-from the fer- 
vice, and exprels his readineis again to 
return to his duty. 

Colonel Bellinger very readily engag¬ 
ed to provide for his amiable gueds,, and 
begged that Captain Winterneld would 
make no apology for (haring with him 
in the enjoyment of his fortune; and, 
though he could not but approve of his 
refolution to wait on the commander in 
chief as foon as convenient, he ftrongly 
oppoied the offer of any future lervice: 
pn the contrary, he intreated him to re- 
(ignhiscommiifionj and reprefented the 
happinefs he had begun to promife him- 
felf in the fociety of ja. perlon fo dear to 
him, which would be wholly cut off, 
Ihould he refufe to make Bellinger Houfe 
the feat of his future refidence, with his 
lovely daughter and the fair companion of 
his voyage. Nor would the generous 
colonel liden to any expreffions of gra¬ 
titude from the latter, whofe tears he was 
however unable to check, for proteftion 
fo kindly offered. She acknowledg¬ 
ed herfelr deditute of a fingle known 
friend in England ; having wholly re¬ 
lied for the hope of a comfortable fub- 
fidence, on the fortune (he had by the 
intervention of Providence been pre¬ 
vented from carrying with her>* 

The diftrefs of the unhappy lady, on this 
occafion, made a very fenfible impreflion 
on Captain Winterfield; and, the moment 
he left Bellinger Houfe, in his progrefs to 
London, he difeovered, that fyrapathy for 
the misfortunes of the amiable young 
widow, had created an affe&ion tor her 
perfonj nor had the tendernefs and foli- 
citude of the captain to his fair partner 
in a{Hi£lion failed to produce & (imilar 
effeft in his favour, in (hort, they liad 
for lome -time been deeply enamoyret} 
with each other: but the pure heart of 
the diftreffed fair-one (hrunk from the 
idea of a fecond affe&ion, her firft love 
fo cruelly terminated"; and the brave cap¬ 
tain, who had long perfifted in the de 7 
termination of continuing a widower, 
would probably never have fufpetted his 
own bread of harbouring the gentle paf- 
fion, had not the* friendlefs fituation of 
the fair mourner, and the reverfe of for¬ 
tune which he had been a melancholy 
witnefs of her experiencing, excited in 
his bofom an intereft in her future wel¬ 
fare, and a determined refolution to (hare 
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witty her thofe ills of life which (he feenj- 
ed dedined perpetually to fudain. 

Qn h.s return, therefore, from Los- 
don, (where his apology proved more 
than fufficient, the commander in chie£ 
having prelented him to his majedy, by 
whom he was mod gracioufly received) he 
\fcrupled not to open his heart to Colonel 
Bellinger, andtofolicit his advice on the 
propriety of fuch an engagement, under 
his limited circumftances; though he ac¬ 
knowledged his love had increafed, if 
wot originated, fmee the lady was found 
to be deftitute of that fortune which, 

. though it might poflibly have increafed 
their comfort, could hardly have added 
to the felicity he believed he (hould yet 
experience with her, were he capable of 
inspiring her with an equal affe&ion. 

- The colonel gave his warmed ap¬ 
probation to Captain Winterfield’s at¬ 
tachment; and affured him, that he heed 
not be under the fmalleft apprehenfion 
about circumftances, as (to (ay nothing 
of his own readinefs, as well as ability, 
to make up any defe& of that nature) 
the lady pofleffed a very ample fortune of 
n6r own, the trunk in which it was con¬ 
tained being the only article faved from 
the wreck, a circumftance which did not 
appear till after his departure for the 
metropolis. 

( And now, my dear friend,’ faid the 
colonel, « let me be equally candid aaci 

* ingenuous: when I undertook to be 
‘ the guardian of your matchlefs daugh- 

* ter, I confidered her, from your re- 

* prefentations, as merely an infant; and 

* Heaven is my witnefs, that it was my 
€ unalterable intention (he (hould no 
« other way have been didinguidied from 

< my own children, than by the poffeflion 
‘ of a name at leaft equally dear. I was 
c furprized, therefore, tp find, in your 

< little Penelope; as you fondly called 
c htr, (parent as I myfelf was) a bloom- 

* ing virgin of feventeen. Will you, 

* captain,' forgive my preemption ! I 

* have dared to hope, notwithftanding 
r the difference of a few years—Jittlo 

* more than your own with the dear ob-* 

* je£l of your prefent legards—(hould 

* the angelick daughter favour my yows, 

* I (hall not, in h?r father, meet ail ob- 

* ftacle to my wilhes ?’ 

It may feem unneceftfary to add, 'that 
the captain was not backward'in giving 
his confent to fo deftrable an unibn. 
The colonel, in a (hort time, fecuredthe 
affe&ion of Penelope; whofe father was 

B equally 
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equally fuccefsftil in obtaining that of where they experience a much greater 
the amiable widow: both parties were portion of felicity than ufually tails to 
united on the lame day; and they now the lot of mortals in this ftate of impel* 
compose one family git Bellingef Hoiift, fe& blifs. 


THE, 

JIMELY DISCOVERY; 


COQUETRY 

#^HARLtS Claflic, having fihifhed 
his ftudies at Cambridge, went to 
pay a vifit to his guardian at his feat in 
Hertfordlhire. He loll both his parents 
'tolien he was fo young that he had a very 
faint remembrance cf thofe pear rela¬ 
tions. An uncle on the mother’s fide 
took care of his education and his for¬ 
tune till he came of age, which was juft 
it the time he quitted the univerfity to 
make this vifit. 

As Charles was a genteel young fel • 
low, had an eafy add refs, ana was very 
politely accomplifhed, he made no fmall 
impreflion on the ladies in his uncle’s 
neighbourhood; and his arriving to- the 
boffeflioo of eight hundred a ytir in 
land, and twice a? many thoufands in 
the publ.c funds, did not render him lefs 
agreeable in their eyes. He'was, in 
truth, univerfally careffed wherever he' 
went, and overwhelmed from all quar¬ 
ters with the moft flattering civilities. 
Young, gay, handfome, polite and rich, 
where is the wonder that be was fo ? 
$$ut I muft haften to an adventure which 
almoft made him refolve to renounce all 
conne&ions with the fair fex. 

Among the gentlemen who vifited hie 
uncle pn an intimate footing, was Mr. 
Townfhend, a widower, and his daugh¬ 
ter, who was reckoned the fineft girl in 
that part qf the county. 

Mifs Townfhend had ? indeed, juft 
pretenfions to the appellation of a beau¬ 
ty ; but her iiitelie&uai accompli foments 
made a much ftronger imprefidon on 
young Claflic than all her perfonal 
eharms. She had, befides, a thoufand 
amiable qualities, which captivated him 
in fuch a manner, that he foon became 
very a fwain as ever fighed in the re¬ 
gion? of Romance. But his love had no¬ 
thing romantic in it; it was not a wan¬ 
dering paflion, which dies m the poffef- 
fbn of tiie objeft by which it is raifed ; 
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on thfc contrary, hit afft flion was found, 
ed oh virtue, and by virtuous means did 
he endeavour to a’rriveat the completion 
of his wifhes. 

The Frequent interviews between the 
two families often gave the lovers op¬ 
portunities of being together. In one 
of thofe interviews Charles thus opened 
himfelf, not without much embarrafs- 
ment and aukward hefitation ; by which 
hefitation and embarra Ament he gave 
ftriking proofs of the integrity of his in¬ 
tentions. A counterfeit lover, with 
di(honourable views,' would have been 
as fluent as any of our belt orators, and. 
afs falfe. , 

* The firft moment I faw you, Ma- 
4 dam,’ faid Claflic, * I admired you, 
4 By feeing you often, admiration foon 
4 ripened tnto love. You are ever in 
4 my thoughts; and | fe?l that I never 
4 fhall be happy, unlefi, yon confent to 

* make me fo. My happinefs depend* 
4 on the reception which this declaration 

* of a paflion I can no longer conceal, 
4 meets with. As my views are ho- 

* nourable, my vanity makes roe hope 

* that I fliall by this declaration give riq 
*■ offence.’ 

4 Were I offended,’ replied (he, * with 

* fo honourable a declaration, I fhould 

* difeover a great defeCt in my under r 

* flanding; but were I to look upon 

* your addreffes in a ferious light, and 

* encourage them, I fhould not deferve 
4 the good opinion you.entertain of me. 

* The great difproportion between us, 

* in point of fortune, (for I will not, I 
f ought not to deceive you, my expec- 

* tations are extremely fmall) gives me 
4 no room to- 

* Talk not of difproportion,’ inter¬ 
rupted he, eagerly, 4 in point of fortune. 
4 It is not to that, but to yourfelf, that 
4 I pay my addreffes. The beauties of 
4 your mind and your perfon are fuf- 
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* fkiently attraSive. With the pofleflion 
4 of them, I (hail think, myfelf perfectly 

* happy ; the happieft hufband in the 

* world !' 

After this generous behaviour in her 
Jover, Mifs Townfhend could no lpnger 
refufe to comply with his wifhes, and to 
crown his expectations. The interview 
ended with overflowings of happinefs on 
his fide, and a promife on ber\ to give 
her hand, if her father had no objection 
to the nuptials. She had no occafion to 
hefitate about her father’s confent: the 
alliance between the Claflics and the 
Townfhends vyas too advantageous to 
the latter, to be reieCled—but her de¬ 
portment upjn the occafion was delicate 
and dutiful. 

Mr. Town (bend, when his daughter 
difclofed the affair to him, made not the 
flighted cbje&ion tofo flattering a match: 
but the marriage was poftponed to the 
following winter; hecaufe, till then, 
.Mil’s Townfhend would not be of age. 
Belides, there were other important, rea- 
fans for this delay. 

Though Charles was vexed with hav¬ 
ing his happinefs lb long portponed, for 
the fummer was not half over, as he 
thought h im fid f fure of the affellions, 
the perfon, and the heart, as well as the 
hand of his miftrefs, he endeavoured to 
wait with patience till November. 

Not many days before that fet apart 
for the celebration of their nuptials, 
Charles and hismiftre f smadean appoint¬ 
ment to lee the comedy of Thelnconftant; 
but, juft as they were getting into the 
coach, Charles received a letter on bufi- 
nefs which required an immediate anfwer. 
Mifs Townlhend, therefore, and a lady 
of her acquaintance, went by themfelves, 
and Charles promifed to join them as 
loon as poflibb. 

He entered the box, in which places 
had been taken, at the end of the third 
aft, and was furprifed to find only one 
feat near the door, where he could fcai cely 
make a fbift to fit. But he was (till 
more furprifed to fee a young beau glit- 
. tei ing between Mils Townlhend and her 
companion, in the place which he him- 
felf ftiould have filled. 

The ladies turned to the door on fee¬ 
ing him enter, and he bowed to them. 
He could do no more; but waited till 
the end of the play for an explanation of 
the my fiery, about which he could not 
be thoroughly eafy. 

The ladies returned his-civility; but 


lie thought he faw a coolnefs in the be¬ 
haviour of his miftrefs, and it alarmed 
him. He was piqued at it; but his mor¬ 
tification increafed when he faw her, a* 
the end of the entertainment, give her 
hand to the beau, who offered to con¬ 
duit her to his coach. The fight ftirred 
his blood, and he ftepped up to the of¬ 
ficious coxcomb with a look, which made 
him afk pardon for the miftake he had 
committed, and offer his civilities to the 
other lady. 

As they were rolling home* Charles 
rallied his miftrefs on the new cpnqueft 
(he had made, while fhe laughed oft his 
raillery with a great deal of huiriour. He 
joined in the laugh, and thought no more 
of the objeft which had occasioned it. 

A few days after this adventure, call¬ 
ing at Mifs Townfhend’s lodgings to 
drink tea, Charles met the beau who 
had fo much alarmed him. He was 
playing with her fan, and taking a few 
freedoms which were, in his opinion, 
too familiar, and in the permirfion of 
which fhe appeared, to him, very indis¬ 
creet. He had too much politenels. how¬ 
ever, to (hew his refentment in'the pre¬ 
fence of a third perfon; but, as foon as 
the unwelcome intruder had taken his 
leave, took the liberty to enquire into 
the occafion of fuch an unexpected 
tete.a-tete. 

4 This vifit,’ faid fhe, 4 is quite ac- 
4 cidental. Sir Frippery Tinfelordered 
4 his coach to follow yours from the 
4 play; by which means he found out 

* my lodgings and my name, and this 
4 afternoon introduced himfelf to my 

* company.’ 

Though Charles did not exprefs any 
difTatisfa&ion at the apology Mifs 
Townfhend made for her conduit, the 
fenfations he felt were not of the moft 
agreeable kind. He fealed up his lips 
while he ftaid with her, on that fubjeCt# 
but it engrafted all bis thoughts. 

In the evening he met Sir Frippery at 
the coffee-houfe. ‘ Who is that cox- 

* comb ?’ faid he, to one of the waiters. 

* A young baronet iu ft arrived from his 
4 travels, to take pofleflion of an eftate 
4 in SiafFordfhire.’ 

At the uextvi(it to his miftrefs, Charles 
behaved with his ufual freedom and good- 
humour, as if nothing had happened i 
but hefvbehaviour wa6 changed; there 
was a referve and a coldnels in it which 
at once furprifed and fhocked him. 

4 I am aftofrifhed/ faid fhe, in a 
B a ppevifh 
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peevifh accent, 4 that yon can be alarmed 4 fervice I am in, I always coflfidered 

< atmv taking a few innocent freedoms 4 you as my matter, and therefore think 

• before mairiage. If you difeover a 4 it my duty to inform you of what you 
4 jealous difpofition now, what am I to 4 ought to know. You will be fadly 

< expert hereafter ?’ 4 (hocked, Sir, at what I am going tfr 

4 Have I, Madam, difeovered any • reveal; but I cannot fee fo worthy* 

4 fjgnscf luch a temper?'replied Charles, 4 gentleman abnled without fpeaking. 
very much hurt by her manner of treat- 4 I do my duty in this difrovery, let 
ing him. 4 Have I la»d any thing to 4 what will bethe confeqv'ence.’ 

4 make you (iifpefl me of jealoufy? I Charles, impatient to hear the lecret# 

4 was, indeed, rather furpril’ed to fee a encouraged her to relate all Ihe knew, 

4 gentleman at your lodging who was and to conceal nothing, 
i quite a ftranger to me, and I repeat 4 You have been grofsly impofed on,' 

« it*—* continued (he, 4 by my miftreis, wha 

4 A ftranger!’ replied (he, in a louder 4 does not at all deferve the good opinion 
tone; 4 you are miftaken. Sir. He is 4 you have of her: no, indeed, Sir, (he 

• not fuch a ftranger as you imagine. I 4 does not; for I have found out that 
4 have formerly danced feveral times in 4 the young baronet you faw at our houie 
4 his company; and if he had returned 4 b an old acquaintance of hers. When 
4 fooner from his travels, you would 4 (he fir ft received you as a lover, Sir 
4 have ften him before. He is a man of 4 Frippery was abroad on his travels £ 
4 figure, faftiion, and fortune, and has 4 but now he is come home, (he is do- 
4 certainly a right to common complal- 4 ing all (he can to be my Lady Tinlel, 

4 fance from me. If you are offended 4 and I fancy the will fticceed, for (he has 
4 with that complaifance, you neither 4 a great deal of art. They have begun 
4 treat him nor me in the manner we 4 to write to one another; and people, 

4 deferve.’ 4 you know, Sir, mult be pretty intimate 

This fpeech was uttered With fo much 4 when they come to that. I have got 
vehemence, that Charles was daggered 4 a letter in my hand from her to him ; 
by it. He was 'at a lofs to know what 4 but as I have a regard for your hap- 
to think of his miftreis. He felt an 4 pinefs, and think you have been very 
unufual anxiety in his heart; but kept it 4 much-abufed by them both, I was de- 
•o himfelf, 'and concealed it with all the 4 termined to let you fee it before I car- 
art he was matter of. He left her, full 4 ried it to the poft-office.’ 

•f- perplexity. Hei behaviour had con- Charles was (truck dumb with thedif- 
founded him. He reflected on it over covery of Mifs Townfhend's infidelity, 
and over, yet could not account for it; He was for lbme moments unable to 
iind paffed the night full of diftra&ing (peak, for aftonifhment. But he reco¬ 
doubts, which the morning, however, vered himfelf; and, to the increafe of 
fjon diffipated. that aftonifhment, read the following 

While he was dreffing himfelf to go letter, 
to Mifs Townfhend, he ftarted at the 

' hidden appearance of her maid, who en- TO SIR FRIPPERY TINSEL, BART, 
.tered the room in great confufion, and 

• teemed to have fomethingof importance MY DIAR 5I * triptery, 

to communicate. After a (hort paufe— VOU over-power me with pleafure by 
4 l am come, Sir,’ faid (he, 4 to difeover * the many expreffions you make ufc 
4 a fee ret which concerns your honour of in my favour, and by your intentions 

• and happinefs: I hope you won’t be- to make me happy ; for fo any woman 

4 tray me for telling it.’ muft be, who is connected with fo ami- 

4 Sit down,’ faid Charles; 4 fpeak able, and fo every-way agreeable a man. 
4 freely what you have to fay in which But you tell me, you hear I am engaged, 

1 4 my honour andliappinefs are concern- and therefore are afraid that you (hall be 
4 ed, and be allured I will lock up t)ie rejected. Difinifs thole fears, and be- 
4 fecret in my breaft.’ lieve me ready io acceptof your generous 

Encouraged by this affurance, (hepro- propofals. I was, it is true, to have been 
ceeded. 4 You know, Sir, I wa? brought married to a country gentleman, whofe 

• 4 up in your family, and that I am under offers of marriage I only liftened to, 
4 very great obligations to it: and, after becaulc they were advantageous, and not 
4 you vvas fo kind as to place me ih the from any affection to his perfon. If, 

therefore, 
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therefore, you continue in the mind you 
are in with regard to the, I will break 
off with that gentleman dire&ly: in do- 
ipg which I (hall feel norelusance, when 

confider for whom I leave him. A 
woman finely mu If have no eyes nor 
underftanding, who can hefitate a mo¬ 
ment in fuch a fituation. I expeft him 
this evening at fix, becaufe I have not 
yet difcardcd him ; but I hop£ he will 
not ftay beyond his ufual hour, which is 
eight. If you take your chance for find¬ 
ing me alone after that hour, you will 
receive a iincere welcome from, Sir, your 
obliged 

Charlotte TownIhenb. 

If £ could defcrib^Charles’s fituation 
when he finifhed the above letter, I 
would; but the molt forcible words in 
the Englilh language are too weak for 
that purpofe. Love, jealoul'y, and re- 
lentment, filled his bread by turns, and 
dillra£ted him with their tumultuous agi¬ 
tation. After the hopes with which he 
had flattered himfclf, that his miltrefs 
was as fine ere as Ihe appeared to he, this 
blow was almoti too heavy for him to 
l>ear. The words—‘ I (hall fee l no re- 

* lu6fance, when I confider for whom I 
4 leave him,' (tabbed him to the foul; 
and the cordial invitation at the con¬ 
dition of the letter, alrnoft threw him 
jnto a delirium. 

. 4 Are ail her vows, promifes, and pro- 
«. telfations,' cried he, 4 come to thi\? 

* If Jhe is falfe, what faith is there in 
4 woman ? I will not rail' ly fall upon 
4 the whole lex, for the treacherous be- 

* haviour of one individual; but l'urcly 
4 I (hall Ijave region to fufpeft the mod 
*. flattering appearances.’ 

When he had thus given a little vent 
to his paffion, he enquired of the maid 
whether (lie could not contrive to let him 
be prefent at the interview which her , 
miftrefs had propofed to enjoy with her 
new lover: for much he deiired to hear 
from her lips a confirmation of what (he 
had written with her hand, that he might 
not have the 1 mailed room to doubt of 
her double-dealing. 

His requefl was no fooner hinted than 
complied with. He went; drank tea; 
(laid the ufual time; and,asMifsTown- 
(hend di (covered not, in any part of her 
demeanour, the fmallelf alienation of her 
afft&iqns, many men, in his circum¬ 
stances, would have imagined the letter 
to have been forged oh purpofe to make 
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him uneafy; with fo much artful fim- 
plicity, and feeming innocence, did the 
ingrate conduit herftlf- 

He took his leave of her, but not of 
the houfe. P6(tedin an adjoining clofet, 
he waited the arrival of Sir Fripi ery 
with impatience, and he was not difap- 
pointed. 

The bait>net was extremely well re¬ 
ceived; and, after a thou land mutual 
vows, apd fuch protections as had once 
a (Ted between Mils Townlhend and 
imfelf, the coufinned what (lie had writ¬ 
ten, a (Turing him, that flfe was ready, 
for his lake, to renounce, from ivhat mo¬ 
ment, all thoughts of Mr. Clalflc. 

4 I renounce him,' faid (lie, with au 
emphafif, 4 for ever, and to you alone 
/ attach myfelf. I never loved him; 

4 and, to give up what we never loved, 

4 is no.very difficult talk.' 

\ What dreadful words were thefe to 
the ears of Charles 1 He comforted him- 
fc f, however, that (lie had declared her 
mind fo freely about him, before mar¬ 
riage; for the fame difpofition would, 
he thought, have prompted her to make 
the lame declaration afterwards. In 
that reflexion he was happy, and ex¬ 
tracted great confolation from his difap- 
pointment. 

When Sir Frippery retired, Charles 
untxpe&edly fupplied his place. His 
prefence.was as unlucky, as it was un¬ 
locked for. He (buck the lady with 
furprize. She (creamed. 

* So* Madam,’ faid Charles, with a 
provoking compofure, 4 you never loved 
4 me!—“ And to give up what we never 
4 ‘ loved, is no very difficult talk!” I 
4 heartily congratulate you on your new 
4 conqueft.—“ Lady Tinfei’s fervant l'* 

4 will, to be fure, found more genteelly 
4 than plain Mrs. Claffic’s; and you 
4 have fufficiently convinced me, that 
4 you only liftened to my addrefles from 
4 lucrative motives. After the protefta- 
4 tions which you have made,-I might 
4 with reafon, in the fevered terms, re- 
4 preach your perfidy; but, if you have 
4 any fenlibility, you will be more pu- 
4 niihed by your own thoughts, than by 
4 any thing I can fay; and to thefe 
4 thoughts I leave you.' 

^Wiih this fpirited fpeech, he left her, 
in a fituation of mind not eafily con¬ 
ceived, and dill more difficult to de¬ 
le ri be. 

Charles, however, was (bon after con- 
foled, b/ the poflcffion of a young lady 

of 
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of very fbperior family and fortune; of 
atleaftequal beauty; and >/vho had good 
fenfe enough to fet a proper value on the 
genuine affe&ion of a man of honour : 
while Charlotte had the mortification to 
find, that even fo contemptible a being as 
Sir Frippery, could refufe to make her 
the partner of his fortunes; and fpentthe 
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A Series of years had propitioufly 
revolved, fince the bands of Hy¬ 
men united Gyeorge Sedley to the moft 
amiable and beauteous of women : the 
web of their deftiny feemed formed of 
the faired and molt delicate texture, and 
fortune had fcattered their path with 
her richeft treafures. 

' Their refidence was at a beautiful 
villa, detached from the tumult of 
cities, where they enjoyed the plea- 
fures of rational fociety and rural re¬ 
tirement. 

At the clofe of a delightful fummer, 
as Mrs. Sedley was one day fitting at a 
window which commanded an exten- 
five view of the adjacent meadows, her 
feelings were fenfibly affe&ed by be¬ 
holding a woman extended on the ground, 
apparently in the agonies of death. 
Her head was fupported by a youth 
about eighteen years of age, whofe 
countenance exprefled the moft poignant 
grief. . The compaffionate Harriot Sed¬ 
ley immediately ordered the unfortunate 
woman to be conveyed into the houfe, 
and a phyfician to be fent for ; though 
file appeared to be reduced more through 
want and forrow than by pain or dif- 
eafe. By the .timely care and attention 
of her benefa&reis, her health in a few 
days became perfe&ly re-eftablifhed; 
and the youth, who was her l'on, en¬ 
deavoured to aflume an afpe£l of more 
compofure ; for, till now, he had re¬ 
mained at her bed-fide, a prey to all the 
horrors of defpair. 

Mrs. Sedley found the unfortunate 
ftranger to be a woman of talents and 
bigh accomplifhments. She was about 
the age of forty; tall and elegant in 
.her perfon; her complexion was dark; 
and her face, though it could not be 
. called 'handfome, pofTeffed fuch fweet- 
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remainder of her comfoitlefs life in tin- 
availing regrets for her indifcreiion, and 
without a Angle overture of marriage 
from any perlbn whom her ft ill remain¬ 
ing P r ‘de, humbled as it certainly was, 
would by any means permit bfer to ac* 
cept. 
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nefsand fenfibility, as rendered it more 
captivating than beauty itfelf. 

Mrs. Sedley felt an earneft defire to 
know what lingular calamity had thus 
reduced one .whom addrcfs and edu¬ 
cation feemed to have defigned for the 
moft elevated fphere of life : fhe was 
cautious,^ however, of exprefling her 
curioiity, fearing fhe might heighten 
the wretchednefs of her friend, by 
any apparent diftruft of her character or 
conduct. 

At length the ftranger, as they were 
fitting one day together, thus addref- 
led her— 

* After the unfptakable obligations, 

* Madam, I have received, it is a juf- 
‘ tice I owe to your kindnefs and my 

* own charatter, to convince you, by 
c relating my wretched ftory, that my 
c misfortunes have not originated from 

* vice or mifeonduft: the world may, 

‘ indeed, accufe me of the latter ; but it 
€ is an ill-judging -one, which cenfures 

* alike the innocent and the guilty. 

‘ I was born,’ faid fhe, ‘ in one of 

* the Weft-India iflands: my father 

* was an Englifh merchant; who, hav- 
‘ ing married the daughter of an opu- 

* lent planter there, fettled in the iflancl. 

* I was an infant when my mother 

* died; and being the only child my 

* father had, enjoyed his affe&ion un- 

* diminilhed : but, though his fondnefs 

* was to fuch excefs that he could not en- 

* dure the thought of parting with me, 

* this extravagant partiality was by no 
c means injurious to my education, as the 

* liberality of his fortune enabled him t# 
c invite over men of eminent abilities,to 
‘ cultivate and improve my talents. 

* I acquired aperfett knowledge, not 

* only of the French and Italian, but 
‘ aifo of the Latin language, beiides 

1 t 4 making 
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4 making fome progrefs in moral and 
4 natural philosophy. 

4 Being Sole heir to my father’s ^vealth, 

* which, I. bcfoie laid, was confider- 
4 able, I was not destitute of admirers? 

* but I beheld all mankind with equa- 
4 iity ; nor had'yet leen the man with 
4 whom I thought I could be content to 
4 unite my fate, for my dilpofition be- 
4 ing naturally contemplative, and hav- 

* ing dedicated a large portion of my 

* time to the Mufes, my mind became 
4 infenlibly tinCtured with that generous 
4 enthufialm they ever infpire. Toren- 
4 der marriage that permanent State of 

* blifs, which my' fond imagination 
4 had pictured it, I believed more was 
4 requiiite than wealth* titles, or ex- 
4 ternal accomplishments. I looked for 
4 Sympathy of foul, and peifeCl union 
4 of ideas. Like Clarifla, I wished— 
44 to pafs my life in rational tranquillity, 
44 with a friend whofe virtues I could 
44 refpeCt, yvhpl'e talents I could admire, 
44 and who would make, my efteem the 
44 b*fis of my affeftion,” 

4 I had juit entered into my twen- 
4 tieth year, when it plcafed Heaven to 
4 deprive me of the beft of parents. 

4 By his death I became pofTelfed of a 
4 fortune lurpafling my moft ambitious 
4 defires: but this acquisition, I can 
4 with Sincerity affirm, was far, very 
4 far from compensating the lofs I fu- 
4 itained in him. I performed the laft 

* fad melancholy office to his ever- 
4 honoured remains, and Shed over him 
4 the unfeigned tearof filial Sorrow. 

4 As my father, during his life, was 
4 naturally fond of thofe amuSements 
4 which enliven the fashionable circle, I 
4 had mingled much more in it than 
4 was agreeable to my tranquil turn of 
4 mind. Now, being entire miftrefs 
4 of my aCtions, I relolved to indulge 
4 myfelf in a manner of living more 
4 Suited to my difpofition. Having, 

* therefore, retired to an elegant villa, 
4 which my father had fitted up in a re- 
4 mote part of the ifland, I reduced my 
4 numerous acquaintance to a few felea 
f friends 5 and there found myfelf in 
4 pofleffion of the greatest Sweeteners of 
f of human life— 

■ ■ 44 Friendship, retirement, rural quiet, 

44 books, 

f* An elegant Sufficiency, content.’* 
f A Stranger to love, envy, or ambi* 
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tion, my days were crowned with joy* 
and my nights with undisturbed re- " 
pofe.—Delightful hours ! why fo foon 
did you fpreadyour airy pinions, and 
leave me to weep for that peace which 
can return no more! 

4 1 had been but a few months fettled 
in my tranquil abode, when a young 
man arrived ia the ifland with letters 
of recommendation to my father, from 
a friend of his in America. I ac 4 
quainted the ftranger with the lofs I 
had experienced in tfie beft of parents $ 
at the fame time alluring him, that 
any Services it was in my power to 
render him he might command. 

4 From that hour he had free accefs 
to me. His ftature was of the middle 
height, . graceful and well propor¬ 
tioned * his education was liberal, 
his judgment correCt, and his man¬ 
ners gentle and engaging: but hrs 
countenance I Oh, why did nature 
form it fo ingenuous ? why were not 
perfidy -and ingratitude Stamped on. 
every feature ? Thefe attractions too 
eafily Subdued my unguarded heart j 
my joys became all centered in the 
agreeable ftranger. 

4 In a few weeks after his arrival, he 
took advantage of that partiality 
: which, I am fearful, he was too fen- 
E fible I entertained for him, and pro- 
1 feSTed a paflion for me, fo Sincere and 
! disinterested, that I eafily gave credit 
E to that which I fo ardently wished. 

1 Wealth is Surely not enyiabie! Happy 
E is the village maid whole innocence 
: and beauty are her only dower: no 
riches, no titles, to allure, Sheenjoys thfj 
E affections of her faithful Shepherd, un? 

E biaffed by fordid intereft or ambition. 

4 But to refume a Story which, would 
1 to Heaven I could for ever blot from 
1 my remembrance! I did not long en- 
4 deavour to conceal that paflion which 
1 was my greateft pride. It is true, thp 
* objeCt of it was undiftinguifhed by 
4 wealth or Station ; but thefe I viewed 
4 with contempt, when Set in competi- 
4 tion with thofe virtues and accompJifh- 
4 ments my fond' imagination aferibed, 
4 to my beloved' Groveby. He conti- 
4 nued to urge his love and with Such 
4 fuccefs, that in fix months after wel 
4 were married. 

4 This Step drew on me the cenfure of 
4 all my acquaintance, who thought it 
4 m^dnpfs in me to laviih fo large a for- 
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4 tune on a yoong man poffeffed of no 

* other recommendation than that at a 

* good perfon and education. 

4 Their refleXions, however, gave me 
4 little concern: I had found a man 
4 who feemed formed to render my life 
4 permanently happy ; and rejoiced that 
4 Heaven had enabled me to exalt him to 
4 thatlphere to which, I flattered myfelf, 

4 his woith and talents would become 

* an ornament. 

4 PerfeX harmony fubfifted betwixt 
4 Us two years ; but, alas ! at the end 
4 of that period , I perceived with grief, 

* that inddicience gradually fucceeded 
4 the'ardour of affcXion which had till 
4 then influenced the corn! ;X of my 
g huiband. To a heart lei's tender, per- 

* haps lefs fond, than mine, this change 
4 might have been imperceptible j but 
4 my love was of that delicate nature, 

4 as to ftartleeven at the (hadow of un- 
4 kindnefs. Oh, that it had been but 
4 a lhadow! JHe fpent whole days from 
4 me ; my endearments were irjdbme 
4 to him; and if I enquired into the 
4 caufe of his dejeXion or difpleafure, 

he anfwered me with fuch coolnefs 
4 and referve, as cut me to the loul. 

4 Oh, Madam, may you never expe- 
4 rience the pangs of unreturned' aftec- 
4 tion ! may you never feel the tortures 
4 I then endured l for I ftill loved the 
4 dear, ungrateful youth, with undimr- 
4 nilhed ardour; and time, which had 
4 weakened and deftroyed his paflion, 

4 feemed only to have added ftrength to 
4 mine. 

1 At length, one day, he told me 
4 that, being weary of a climate which 
4 he found, by no means agreed with 
4 his conllitution, he was lefolved to 
4 icturn to America; and ordeied me 
4 to prepare immediately for our de- 
4 parture, as he had fettled for our paf- 
4 fage in a velfei which failed in a few 
4 weeks. 

4 1 was rather furprized at this in- 
4 formation, as he had never before in- 
4 timated his intention: I did not, how- 
4 ever, oppoi’e his delign ; but inllantly 
4 made preparations for our voyage. 

4 Molt of our etie61s being conveyed cm 
4 board, and the time having arrived, 

4 within a few clays, for our departure, 

4 my huiband went one day to dine cm 
4 board, with the captain of the velfei'. 

4 I awaiied Ids return till late in the 
4 evening, when I began to grow alarmed 
4 at his delay, fearing that lbme accU % 


4 dent might have befallen him : but, 
4 oh! Madam, how (hall I defcribe my 
4 agony, when, on fending a meffenger 
4 to enquire for him, I dll covered that 
4 the velfel had been under fail fome 
4 hours, and that my perfidious huiband 
4 had embarked in it! 

4 A cold fweat bedewed my limbs, a 
4 mill of darknefs feemed to gather 
*' round me, and I funk motionld's to 
4 the ground : Oh ! that I had remained 
4 forever inlenfible, that death had for 
4 ever freed my wearied fpirit from this 
4 feene of wretchednefs ! 

4 I remained almoft in a flate of infa- 
4 nity feveral days, when a nervous fe- 
4 ver enfuing, reduced me fo low, that 
4 my life wasdefpaired of: youth, how- 
4 ever, and the natural ftrength of my 
4 conftitution, baffled the difeafe; and 
• 4 health returned, though my peace of 
4 mind was for ever fled. 

4 I now faw mylelf deprived of that 
4 affluence to which, from my infancy, 
4 I had been accuftomed; for my un *■ 
4 kind Groveby had, fome months be r 
4 fore, unknown to me, converted our 
4 eftates info calh; ail which he had 
4 taken with him, leaving me only 
4 one fmail plantation, which I was 
4 likewife under a neceflity of dilpof- 
4 ing of, to fupply my immediate exi* 
4 gencits. 

4 This hidden reverfe of fortune gave 
4 me an opportunity of difeovering a 
4 fimilar alteration in the conduX of my 
4 acquaintance: the warmth of friend* 
4 Ihip was now changed into cool 
4 indifference; and thofe few who ftill 
4 continued to wear the appearance of 
4 cordiality, rendered my vifits irkfome, 

4 by fatirical remarks, or mortifying 
4 reflexions. 

4 From my honeft negroes alone I 
4 received conlolaiion; their affeXion 
4 remained unfliakeo, and glowed with 
4 more fervour amidft the clouds of 
4 lorrow and misfortune that fuiround- 
4 ed me. I could, indeed, have railed, 
4 a confuierable fum by difpofing of 
4 them ; but, though born in a clime 
4 ‘which authorizes the inhuman cuftom 
4 of bartering our fellow-creatures for 

* gold, 1 ever lor.thed and detefted th* 
4 horrid praXice. 

4 Surely, my dear Madam, we have 
4 no right to tyrannize over, and freat 

* as brutes, thole who will doubtlefs 
4 one day be made partakers with us of 
4 an immortality ! Have they pot the 

4 

ligitized by Google 


THE' 

* femefaculties, the famepafflons, and the 

* fame innate fenfe of good and evil ? 

* Should vre then, who are enlightened by 
4 the holy precepts of Chriflianity, refufe 

( ‘ to ftretch forth the friendly hand, to 

* point thefe human ade&ions to the 
4 molt laudable purpofes, the glory 

» * of God, and the real advantage of fo - 

* ciety! 

44 Let us not miflike them for their com- 
“ pl*xion, 

f€* The ffladow’d livery of the burniffl’d fun.” 

* It is the charming variety with which 

* nature has adorned, her works, that fo 
4 much .raifes our admiration and de- 
4 light. The lily would bloom lefs fair, 

* uncontrolled by the rofe; and the 

* fplendor of day become lefs welcome, 

* were it not for the pleafing viciflitude 

* of night. Is it then reafonable to 

* defpife a'part of the creation, for con- 
4 tributing jtowards the beauty of the 
4 whole? 

•*' You.will, I hope, Madam, excufe 

* this unneeeffary digreflion j but I have 

* experienced fuch unfflaken affe6lion 
4 from thefe poor creatures, and have 
4 at the lame time been fo frequently 
4 witnefs to the cruelty and opprefflon 

* which are daily exerciied on them, that 

* I could not refrain from entering with 
4 warmth on a fubje6l in which my 

* feelings have been fo often wounded. 

4 Many of the negroes had gr^wn 

*. old in my father’s lervice j and though 
4 their lives had paiTed with labour, 
4 gentleifefs and kind treatment had 
4 rendered the toil light. I could not 

* endure the thought,, therefore, of 

* dooming their age to the iron hand of 

* tyranny, to wh. 3 Ucever poverty I might 
4 myfelf be reduced. 

4 Thus refolved, I aflembled them to- 
^ 4 gether; and, to the bed of my remem - 
4 brance, fpoke to them in the following 
4 manned 

44 MY HONEST FRIENDS, 

44 You fee it has pleafed Heaven to 
. 44 deprive me of that affluence of which 
44 I was formerly poffeffed: you - have 
44 all been faithful and affe&ionate ; 
4t and many of you have fpent your 
44 youth up in my own or my father’s 
44 fervice. Aflureyourfelves, then, that 
44 I do not confider it the lead of my 
4 ‘ forrows, that fortune has not left it 
44 in my power to render your age peaep- 
Vol. II, 
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(< ful and independent, as your youth 
44 has been faithful and indudrious. 
44 Eut that God, whom you have been 
44 taught to adore, will befriend you, 
44 if you continue to ferve him with hu- 
44 mility, with patience, and with »e- 
44 fignation. Do not however imagine, 
44 1 conjure you, that I mean lo doom 
44 you to foreign da very j no, my friends, 
44 you are from this moment free. 

44 Liberty is all your poor miftreffl 
44 has to beftow on you; all Hie has 
44 now left to recompenfe you for your 
' 44 faithful fervices!” 

4 It is impofflble lo deferibe theeffeft 
4 this addrefs produced on the negroes; i 
f not a dry eye was feen among them s 
4 fo far from being elated with the free- 
4 dem offered them, they feemed delirous 
4 of ruffling again into davery, that ,1 
4 might reap thebenefit arifing from the 
4 fale of them. 

4 This fti iking inftance of their gra- 
4 titude ferved only to confirm mp in 
4 my refolution ; fo that, after bedew- 
4 ing my hand with their tears, they all 
4 departed, except one negro girl, who 
4 threw herfelf at my feet, with the mod 
4 lively expredion of grief, entreating 

4 me to kill her rather than difeard her; 

5 declaring, that die preferred death to 
4 that of being feparated from me. I 
4 could not with dand this mark of her af- 
4 fe&ion, more particularly as ray Theo- 
4 dore, whom you now fee the com- 
4 panion of my misfortunes,. was then 
4 an infant, and my weak date of health 
4 rendered me incapable of paying him 
4 that unremitted attention his tender 
4 years required. . With this girl I re- 
4 tired to a fmall abode, in a didant 
4 part of the ifland, and refrgned myfelf 
4 wholly to the care of Providence j the 
4 money I had railed on the plantation 
4 before - mentioned, being now very 
4 nigh exhauded. 

4 On the evening of the fecond day 
4 after my arrival, I perceived the ne- 
4 groes I had difeharged advancing to- 
4 wards my new habitation. They had 
4 been at work on fome plantations ; 

4 and were approaching, to fflare with 
4 me the fruits of their honed indudry.' 

4 At fird l abfolutely reje&ed their ge- 
4 nerous offer; but, finding that my re- 
4 fufal . fenfibly affli&ed them, I con- 
4 l'ented to accept,a third part of themo- 
4 ney they offered. 

' 4 From this day they condantly per- 
C 4 lifted 
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f fitted in devoting to me the above 
portion of their wages, accompanied 
with fuch evident marks of i'atisiac- 

• tion, that my acceptance of their fer- 
4 vices le-ined toaHford them the higheit 
4 pleafure they were capable of enjoy- 

• mg. 

4 In this folitude I remained twelve 

• years; during which time I made 
4 frequent enquiries after my hulband, 

• writing repeatedly to feveral of my 

• father's correlpondents in America ; 
4 but could not gain the lead intelli- 

• gence concerning him. I continued, 

• therefore, entirely fupported by the 

• affectionate negroes,, by whofe affift- 

• ance I was fupplied, not only with 

• the neceffaries, but, I may add, even 
4 with the comforts of life. This llate 

• qf dependence was, however, to an 

• ingenuous mind, painful and humi- 

• Hating: but I had, alas ! no other re- 

• fou rce. 

4 -My chief employment and delight 

• was that of cultivating and improving 

• thofe talents and virtues with which 

• Heaven had endued my beloved Ion: 

• for his fake, I once more courted the 

• Sciences and the Mufes, from whonj 

• forrovV had long eftranged me. 

* My days were thus gliding on, 

• when I became acquainted with agen- 

• tleman named Seymore : he had for- 

• merly been a captain in the navy, and 

• had (bent his youth in the fervice of 

• his country ; but finding that the up- 

• ftarts ot an houf too frequently bore 
4 off the well-earned prize from the 

• hardy veteran, he rel’olved no more to 

• hazard the dangers of the deep, but 

• to forget the toils of \yar in the ferene 

• joys of domeftic life. With this in- 

• tention, and the hopes of improving a 
4 moderate fortune, he purchafed a large 

• plantation in the ifland ; to which he 

• retired with his daughter, the fair Ju- 
4 liana. This gentleman was acquaint- 

• ed with my unhappy ftory by one of 

• ray negroes employed on his planta- 
4 tion : he exprelfed an earnelt defire to 

• fee me; which being related to me, 

• the negro, with my permiifion, con- 
4 dueled diim one evening, accompanied 

• with his daughter, to our obfe-ure 

• retreat. 

* Juliana appeared to be about fixteen 

• fears of age. Her ftature was below 
4 the middle height, but finely propor- 
f tioned $ N her features were delicate ; 


* and, as the poet beautifully fays of La- | 

4 vinia, j 

•* modefi virtues mingled m her eyes.’* 

4 On their entrance, file entreated me, 

4 with an air of peculiar fweetnefs, to 
4 pardon a curiofity excited by my fft- 
4 perior virtues and unmerited tnisfor- 
‘ tunes. 1 

4 1 found little difficulty in returning 
4 this compliment; tor theresjvas fome- 
4 thing fo engaging in her afpeCt. that 
4 I uttered only the fentiments of my 
4 heart, when I affursd her that, to what* 

4 ever caufe I was indebted tor this vifit, 

4 I fhould conlider it with pleafure, fince 
4 it introduced me to one lo truly ami- 
4 able. 

4 From that time fcarce a day pafTed 
4 in which we did not fee each other. 

* T he cr, P tain difeovered a finking par- 
4 tiality for my dear boy, and generouf- 
4 ly offered to be tile patron of his future 
4 fortunes. 

4 Not long after this, I perceived an 
4 alarming change in my Theodore; 

4 his vivacity forfook him, he grew 
4 thoughtful and melancholy, and a to- 

* tal decline of health feemed gradually 
4 to have taken place. 

4 One day, when I had been for fome 
4 time endeavouring to difeover if any 
4 fecret grief was the occafion of this 
4 unhappy alteration in him, he faid— 

44 Alas! my mother, it is an hopelds., 

44 guilty paffion, that is thus confuming 
4i my youth. It is love, to which ho- 
44 nour, gratitude, and every tie of 
4t friendlhip, forbids me to. afpire.-~- 
44 And yet who could behold thee, Ju- 
44 liana, and rtfitt thy foft atrraCHbns J 
41 Thy innocence, thy beauty, and thy 
44 heavenly guodnefs !—Oh, fortune ! 

44 , till now, I was infenfible of thy un- 
44 kindnefs! Poffcffed of health and 
44 content, I fighed not for affluence 
44 I never knew. B>*t love has taught 
44 me to be ambitious ! Why was die 
44 curfe of poverty entailed on me? Why 
* 4 am I doomed to languiih in fight of 
44 that blifs I mult never enjoy ?** 

4 He then told me, that chance had 
4 difeovered the lunation of his heart to 
4 Juliana, and that they had exchanged 
4 vows of eternal truth. “dSut, alas !’* 

4 continued he, 44 can I, to gratify my j 

44 own pafiion, thus impofeon the un- * 

44 fufpetfing opennefs of my generous j 
ft patron ? Can l return his friendfliip ; 
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tl by inducing his lovely daughter from 
44 the path of duty; by fcducing her 
44 into the arms of one who, by that 
aft ion, will difpofl'cfs himfelf of his 
44 only inheritance, his honour and.in* 
44 tegrity ? No, my mother, rather let 
4< me lofe her lot* ever, than by bxfe- 
** nefs and ingratitude ceafe to deferve 
44 her!” I embraced him with trartf- 
€ port, and looked up with gratitude to 

* Heaven for blefling me with a l’on 

* whofe virtues fo highly adorned hu- 

* man nature. Yet this excels of joy 

* was damped by the miferable it flee- 

* tion, that I might perhaps in a fhert 

* time lofe him for ever. I tried every 
4 effort to divert the deep melancholy to 
‘ which, vyur; forrow', I beheld him 
4 daily made the prey; but finding all 

* my attempts ineffectual, I refolved to 

* remove to a more diliaot part of the 
4 ifland» hoping that abfence and change 
4 of obie&s might reltore to my beloved 

* fon his wo ft ted ferenity. 

4 With this refolution, I went one’ 

* morning to our friend, and difclofed 

* fo him the means I propofed taking, 

* to exiinguifh a pafiion, which pro* 

* mifed to be fatal, not only to my 

* Theodore, but, if luffered to take 

* too deep root, highly injurious to the 

* peace of his charming daughter. 

4 When I had concluded, the cap- 

* tain, to my lurprize, inftead cf betray- 
4 ing the lead chagrin or difplcafure at 

* the difeovery of the reciprocal attach- 
4 ment between his daughter and Theo- 
4 dore, told me, that he could not dif- 

* cern the leaft reafon why it fhould be 

* injurious to either: 44 If they love 

**'each other, why, my dear friend,’* 
•* faid he, “fliould we prevent their hap- 
44 pinefs * The" virtues and atcom- 
41 plifhments of your fon will, I am per- 
44 fnaded, more than countei balance the 
41 trifling advantage which- fortune has 
44 given to Juliana.” 

- 4 I was altonirtied at this uncommon 
4 inftance of generofity. u Thefe,” laid 

* I to myfelf, 44 are the warm effufions 
44 of an heart uncorrupte i by the fordid 
•* maxims of the world !” 

; 4 I dew immedia ely to communicate 
4 the joyful tidings to my beloved Theo- 
4 dore; but will not attiTnpt todeferibe 
1 his tranfports. The happinefs of his 
4 amiable mill refs was not lefs com- 
4 pleat; her lips, now with pride, con- 
4 fefled the paflion her heart had long 
4 cheri filed. 


4 The bours were revoking in this 
4 Uninterrupted coorfe of tranquillity, 

4 when the generous Seamore was called 
4 to England by the death of a friend, 

4 who had appointed him foie guardian 
4 to an only ch id. He had, indeed, 

4 fwr fome time before meditated a rei 
4 turn to the place of his nativity $ hut 
4 this event haftened his refolution. We 
4 were to accompany him ; and, at the 
4 requeft of Juliana, her nuptials with 
4 Theodore were to be deferred till our 
4 arrival in England. \ 

4 In a fhort period we began our voy- 
4 age, and failed for fome weeks with- 
4 cut interruption ; when a ftorm arif* 

4 ing, we were in great danger of falling 
4 viChims to it’s rage: our veflel conti- 
4 nued two days at the mercy of the 
4 tremendous hurricane; but at the 
4 dole of the fecond, when the loqd 
4 bidows began to fink in peace, and 
4 ferenity again to fmile on the agitated 
4 deep, we perceived that a part of the 
4 fiiip had taken fire. 

4 It is impoflible todeferibe the horror, 

4 the confteination,and unfpefckable an- 
4 guifli, which was varioufly piCiured in 
4 the countenances of the wretched crew. 

4 Our only refource was that of the 
4 lon^-boat, which was immediately 
4 hoifted and filled. Our noble friend, 

4 with the commander of the veflel, had 
4 been for lome time endeavouring to 
4 . extinguilh the flames; but finding 
4 every effort fruitlefs, he turned his 
4 whole thoughts on his daughter, and 
4 was approaching to convey her into the 
4 boat, when the flames,which had com- 
4 municated tlu mfelves to that part of the 
4 fliipon which he flood, compelled him 
4 to ieek inftant protection in the waves. 

4 Juliana, who 1 ad till now lupported 
4 hcifelf with fortitude, fuperior to her 
4 age or fex, on beholding the dire fate 
4 of her father, fainted in her lover's 
f arms. I perceived the contending 
4 palTions which agitated the foul of 
4 my Theodore : duty and love at once 
4 divided his affeCtions. , I entreated 
4 him to wafte no time on me, but in- 
4 ftantly to convey the sfflitfed maid in * 
4 to the boat. This reqoeft he com- 
4 plied with, thinking, when he had 
4 placed bet in fafetv, lo return and pro- 
4 vide for mine and his own: but, alas ! 
4 he was no iooner in it, than the Tailors 
4 pufhedofffrom the fhip, declaring that 
4 if more were differed to enter, thebcAt 
* mud inevitably be overfct. 

C * • My 
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4 My Theodore, in the moft pathetic 
r manner, endeavomed to prevail upon 
4 them to take me with them, offering 
‘ to trull his own life to the mercy of 
4 the waves: our friend likewiie, whom 
4 we had hr fore the happinefs of feeing 

* preserved,by the timely interpofition of 
‘ the Tailors, urged this requeil in vain ; 

4 and thus every hope for my elcape 
4 leemed cut off. 

4 The grief which fpoke in the conn- 
4 tenance of my Theodore, on perceiving 

* the bor.t row from the fliip, is inex- 
4 prdlible. But what was my afto- 
4 nifliment, when I beheld the atfe<5tian«< 

4 ate youth plunge into the waves, and 
4 fwim back towards the veflel! I loll 
' 4 all thought of my own filiation, 

4 wholly abforbed.. in the fate of one 
4 dearer to me than life." I conjured 
4 him, in accents incoherent, to return 
4 to the boat, and not let me die a death 
4 more painful than that which awaited 
4 me, by feeing him perifh. He was, 

4 however, deaf to my remonftrances j 
4 ' and when he had lwam within a few 
4 yards of the veflel, at his rtqueft, I 
*’ threw myfelf From the deck ; as I fell, 

* with one hand he caught a part of my 
4 garment, by which he for lome time 
4 fupported me amidft the furrounding 
4 waves. But his ftretigth being at 
4 length exhnufted, we were on the point 
4 of linking, when providentially we 
4 were di(covered and taken up by fome 
4 filhermen in a linall IkifF. 

4 As loon as we were fet on (bore, 

4 bur care was to make the ftriefteft en- 
4 quiry after our friend and his lovely 
4 daughter, whom we flattered ourfelves 
4 had efcaped in fafety to fome part of 
•* the coaft. Our hopes were, alas! dif- 
4 appointed j our endeavours to difeo- 
4 ver them proved fruitlefs ; and at 

* length we heard, with unutterable 

* grief, that a boat full of paflengers, 

4 which appeared tb be efcapirig from 
4 fome wreck, was feen to overfet; by 
4 which means the unfortunate crew 

* rauft inevitably haveperilhed. This, 

4 it is too probable, was that in which 
4 our lamented friends took refuge. 
4 Theodore’s grief was fevere beyond 
■*. conception. We refolved, however, 

4 to fail for England ; for which place 
4 we were certain, Ihould our fears 
4 prove groundlefs, they would likewile 
4 embark. 

' 4 Fortunately, I had prefence of mind, 

4 before we left the fliip. to fecure twen- 

* ty guineas in 2 handkerchief} with 
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4 the afliftance of which we procured 
4 our palVage, and arrived at Portf- 

* mouth: but this, atthe concluiion 
4 of our voyage, was reduced to two 
4 guineas ; with which we refolved to 
1 travel by Ihort fl ages to London, where 
4 we might, from fome of their con- 
4 ne&ions, either gain intelligence of 
4 our unfortunate friends, or, what was 
4 more probable, be ourfelves the mef- 
4 fengers of their fad cataftrophe. 

4 We began our journey; but at the 
4 end of three days, notwithftanding the 
4 moft rigid ceconomy, our cafh was 
4 entirely exhaufted. I Heave you, Ma- 
4 dam, whofe heart wealth cannot fteel 
4 againft the fympathetic feelings of 
4 woe, to imagine the horrors of our 
4 fituation, dellitute of friends or mt>- 
4 ney, in a land of • ftrangers, and de- 
4 pnved even of a Iheltering habitation, 

4 in which we might unmolefted breathe 
4 our laft figh. 

4 In this forlorn date we continued 
4 our way, till I became fo weak, that 
4 I found it impoflible to proceed 
4 further: I doubted not but my laft 
4 hour was at hand; death feemed to 
* 4 promife a- fpeedy oblivion to all my 
4 cares ; but it required more than hu- 

* man fortitude to fupport the ftroke 
4 which fevered me from my Theo- 
4 dore, whom filial tendemefs had ren- 
4 dcred dearer to me than the tie of na- 
4 tore. 

4 The thought of leaving him friend- 
4 lefs, expoled to want and forrow, 
4 filled my foul with thofetortures which 
4 the moft agonizing difTolution could 
4 not have caufed. I fwooned in his. 
4 arms ; and was conveyed, by the di- 
4 ftra&ed youth, into that field in which 
4 our miferies firft excited your gene- 
4 rous compaflion.’ 

4 Alas!’ Faid Mrs. Sedley, as the 
narrative concluded, 4 how unequal are 
4 the diftributions of Providence! Sure- 
4 ly, my dear unfortunate friend, a 
4 larger portion of human ills thanufuai 
4 have embittered thy life. Whence is 
4 it, that the heart, warmed and ex- 
4 panded by the focial virtues, (hould 
4 be thus fuffered to fhrink at the touch 
4 of poverty ? Methinks it militates 
4 agamft the laws of jufticej and nothing 
4 but the certainty of a future Hate can 
4 reconcile us to it.’ 

4 It ill becomes us,’ replied the Creole* 
4 to arraign the difpenfations of the Moft 
4 High : adverfity is the lot of man, de- 
4 figned by Heaven to wean him from 

4 theft 
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* thefe tranfient fcertes, and fix his hopes 

* on blifs more permanent; without it 
1 4 the v irtues of patience and relignation 

4 would have no exigence.' 

4 How amiable, how forcible, is your 
4 philofbphyi' faid Mrs. Sedley: * if 

* you, my friend, encompufled by for- 

* rows and. misfortune, can reprefs the 

* figh of accufation, how-ought my-heart' 

* to dila e with gratitude for thehappi- 
c nefs I enjoy, poflefled of an affluent 
•' fortune, and blefled in the affe&ions 

* of a man whofe virtues render him the 

* delight and'admiration of all around 

* him! Oh, Mrs. Groveby! were you 
4 but acquainted with his amiable qua- 

* lities, how would your tongue, like 

* mine, grow lavilh in his praile !’ Mr. 
Sedley had been for fome weeks on a 
party of pleafure; the Grangers, there¬ 
fore, had not yet had an opportunity of 
feeing him; but, from the lively pi&ure 

. which his fond wife drew, they already 
viewed him with the higheff admira¬ 
tion . 

Tiis return was now expe&ed daily; 
and the impatient Harriot began affec¬ 
tionately to co.mt the moments of his 
delay. 

At length (he had the toy of feeing 
the chaife approach. Mrs. Groveby and 
her fon, confcious of the delicacy of their 
fituation, retired to another part of the 
houfe, while their generous benefncfrefs 
flew on the wings of love to welcome her 
hufband. How, alas! were her joys 
Waited, when (he perceived him borne 
into the hall, pale and fainting. Se¬ 
vere as this jhock was, (he endeavoured 
to iupport it with fortitude, left any ten¬ 
der attention to her unfortunate hufband, 
who had been wounded in a duel, Ihould 
be omitted. ' 

She attended him to his chamber, and 
hung over him with unutterable grief. 
When a furgeou had examined the wound, 
he pronounced it to be mortal; and ad- 
vifed him, if he had any temporal af¬ 
fairs to fettle, to lolenotinie in adjusting 
them. Mrs. Sedley was no'fooner ac¬ 
quainted with this melancholy fentebre, 
than (he fainted; and was conveyed by 
her attendants into another apartment, 
where the amiable Creole, by partici-* 
pating her forrows, endeavoured to alleA 
viate them * 

Her anxiety, however, did not fuffer 
her to remain long abfent from her huf¬ 
band, from ^vhem (hefeared Death would 

1 


in a (hort period divide her for ever* 
When Sedley perceived her again enter* 
the chamber, be made fi^ns for the fer-r 
vants to leave the room; and, preding 
her hand, (poke to her in the following’ 
manner. ' 

4 I find, my dear Harriot,’ fa id he*' 
4 that I am haltehing to eternity; 

“ Cut off even with the blofilmsof my fine." 

4 I have, perhaps, but a few (hort hourt* 

* to live; let me therefore employ them,- 
4 by atoning, in fome meafure, for my* 
4 p3ft offences, by vindicating the inuo^ 

4 cent, and making what reparation is 
4 yet in my power to thofe I have in- 
4 jured. 

4 I had not been many hours at Do- 
4 ver, at which place we propofed ftay- 
4 ing fome days, before the packet-' 
4 boat arrived from France. I, with 1 
4 many others, flocked to the beach * in* 

* order to view the paffengers, (fatal 
4 curiofity!) among whom was a young 
4 woman of exquifite beauty; (he wifik- 
4 ed from the boat with a melancholy, 

4 deje&ed air, leaning on the arm of. an 
4 old man, whom I imagined to be her 
4 father. 

4 I will frankly confefs that, from the 
4 firft moment of beholding her, I watt 
4 captivated by her charms*; and refblv- 
4 ed, contrary to all laws of honour and 
4 humanity, to gratify my bafe defires. 

4 I found little difficulty in intro- 
4 ducing myfelf to their acquaintance, as 
4 they flept in the fame inn at which I 
4 lodged; and difeovered, that they were 
4 on their way to. London, but that they 
4 did not intend to purfue their journey 
4 till they received letters, which they 
4 were hourly in expe&ation of. I was 
4 rejoiced at this information, as t 
4 thought it would give me time to in* 

4 gratiate myfelf with ipy fair enflaver, 

4 with whom I became more and more 
4 enamoured. In a few days they re- 
,4 ceived the letters they expected, and 
4 prepared to renew their journey. Un- 
4 willing fo foon to rdinquilh the obje£l 
4 of my pnrfuit, I pretended bufinefs, 

4 and accompanied them to London. 

4 There I took every opportunity of 
4 pleading my p^flion to my fair mif- 
4 trefs; but (he continued inflexible and 
4 unmoved. 

4 I as obftinately continued to purfue 
4 her; till, after repeated remonftrances, 

4 fhe 
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* (he was condrained to free heifelf from 
4 my importunities, by dticovering my 
4 bafe defigns to her father. 

4 The utilufpe&ing captain* whoima- 
4 gined the hearts of all men as gene- 
4 rous and unpolluted as his own, was 
4 fired with indignation at the treachery 

* i and diflimulation of my conduct. He 
4 reproached me in the mod bitter lan- 
^ gpage his honed refentment could dic- 
4 tate; which I retorted with equal, if 
^ not fu peri or afperity, till a challenge 
4 lYemed the only alternative to ap- 
r peafe the injured pride and honour of 
4 both. 

' 4 We went immediately to a retired 
4 part of the town, and drew upon each 
4 otherj but were foon interrupted bv 

* fome people, who overheard the dif- 
4 pute, and fufpe&ed our delign: they 
4 did not, however, arrive before I had 
4< received the wound, which will in a 
4 fiiort time terminate my exiHence. 

4 My antagonift was taken into cuf- 

* tody; and I was conveyed 'to an ad- 
4 j^cent tavern, where a furgeon being 
4 arrived, pronounced my wounds to be 
4 dangerous. 

4 I was no fooner acquainted with his 
4 opinion, than I determined, contrary 

* to the humane perfuaiions of thole 
4 around me, to be indantly conveyed 
4 home; for, alas! I had wounds of the 
4 foul, which wanted the hand of con- 
4 jugal fidelity to heal. 

4 Oh ! Harriot, bear witnefs, when I 
4 am no more, that wi<h my Iateft breath 
4 I .acknowledge myfelf the aggreflor, 

4 and from my foul acquit my noble 
4 friend. 

4 Into what an ahyfs of grief has not 
4 my folly plunged him! What pangs 
4 does not his amiable daughter fuffer 
4 from refle&ing, that the mercilcls liand 
4 of juftice will, perhaps, tear from her 
4 the tendered of parents ! 

4 Suffer them not to languifh under 
4 the cruel thought; fend them inflant 
4 intelligence, that I confefs the judic6 
4 of my doom, and pronounce the inno- 
4 cenceof my friend.* 

Mrs. Sedley loft no time in executing 
the defires of her hufband; fhe imme¬ 
diately difpatched Theodore to the un¬ 
fortunate captain, and likewife letters to 
fome powerful friends, requeding their ' 
intereft to procure his fpeeily enlarge¬ 
ment. 

After this, fhe returned,overwhelmed 
with forrow to the chamber of her* huf¬ 


band, whom fne endeavoured to coflfbfe 
with the hones of returning health. 

4 No,’ laid he, 4 my hour is at 

* hand; I fhall loon appear at that grand 
4 tribunal, where our anions are weigh- 
4 ed in the balance of impartial juijice; 
4 where guilt is feen in it’s native defor- 
4 mity; and where virtue brightens into 
4 perfection. Oh! that I had refle&ed 
4 on this ere it had been too late; but, 
4 intoxicated with fuccefs, I forgot that 
4 I was mortal, and darkened thofe hours 
4 with vice, which Heaven defined that 
4 virtue flioold illumine. 

4 Oh! Harriot, liden, while I unfold 
4 a talc, at which your gentle nature; 
4 will recoil. 

4 It was the will of Heaven not toin- 
4 creafe the native prideand vanity which 
4 I po defied, bygiving me an illudrious 
4 birth ; my fire being didingpifhed only 
4 by honefty of heart, and fimplicity o£ 
4 manners. 

4 He refided many years in the fa-* 
4 mi 1 y of a man of high rank, whoin- 
4 trotted him with the management of 
4 his edates, in which he Acquitted him - 
4 l’elf with unbleinifhed integrity. Be- 
4 . ing frequently with my father, I was 
4 early introduced to the notice of his 
4 noble patron; who was fo pleafed with 
4 the vivacity and pliability of my tem- 
4 per, that he offered to educate me with 
4 his own fon. This propofal was too 
4 advantageous to be reietted, and I was 
4 immediately taken under his protec- 
4 tioit. A few months after he had 
4 adopted me, our generous friend ac- 
4 cepred a lucrative pod in America, to 
4 which place we accompanied him. 

4 There I made a rapid progrefs in my 
4 ftudies, and arrived at my nineteenth 
4 year. My kind patron then began to 
4 think of procuring me fome employ - 
4 ment fuitable to the education he had 
4 liberally bedowed on me; and was on 
4 the point of purchafing for me a com- 
4 million in the army, when a paralytick 
4 droke in a few weeks put an end to 
4 his exidence. 

4 All iny fhining profpe&s now va. 

4 nifhed; for I had but faint hopes of 
4 prote&ion from the fon of my bene- 
4 fa&or, who by no means inherited hi$ 

• father's virtues.. 

4 My patron was no fooner dead, 

4 than his, heir threw off the guife eff 
4 friendfhip, which he had tillthen worn, 

4 and gave me to underftand, that I raul^ 

1 no longer expeft countenance or pro^ 

♦ 
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* teStfon from him, but inftantly feek 
€ another refidence. 

* I was much hurt and chagrined at 

* "this treatment from one whom I was 

* confcious T had never deliberately in- 
4 jured. I had, indeed, always fufpeft- 

* ed that he entertained no real efteem 

* for mej and was lenfible that he view. 

* ed my acquirements with an invidious 

* and indignant eye; but did not ima- 

* gin^ him capable of fo foon violating 
4 the laws of hofpitality. Fortunately 
4 for me, my father, who expired a few 

* months before, had left me pofftffed of 

* one hundred pounds, with which I re- 

* Iblved to embark for the Weft Indies, 

* where I flattered myfeif I nvght ob- 
4 tain loine advantageous employment, 
4 as I knew I could be well recommend- 
4 ed to perfons of rank there. 

4 I immediately proceeded to put this 
4 icheme into execution, and agreed for 
4 my paffage in a veftcl, which was to 

* fail in a few weeks. 

' 1 During this fatal period, the ftiip 

4 arrived from England which conveved 
4 you, my Harriot, lupmne in youth- 
4 ful beauty, to the American ihore. I 
4 gazed! I loved ! My whole foul was 
4 loft in fpeechlefs ad m nation ! With 
4 faltering accents I enquired into your 
4 name and family; and, oh! with tor- 
4 ture, heard that fortune had placed you 
4 far, far beyond the reach of my ro- 
4 mantick hopes. 

4 I frequented all places of publick 
4 refort, where I had the leaft opportu- 
4 nity of lleing you; and frequently at- 
4 tempted to converle with you; but, as 

* you were conllantly attended by your 
4 father, or fome friend, my endeavours 
4 weie fruftrated. 

4 The time of my departure at length 
4 drew nigh: I was on the b.ink of 

* exiling myfeif for ever from the wo- 
4 man on whom my foul doated with the 
4 molt extravagant fondnefs: and yet, 

4 to what purpofe would have been far- 
4 ther delay ? 

v * Could an obfeure youth, undiftin- 
4 guifhed by birth or fortune, dare to 
4 afpire to the heirefs of Sir Charles Sa- 

* ville? What madntfs! what prefump- 
4 tion! 

4 In this agitated frame of mind, I 

* embarked for the Weft Indies; but, on 
4 my arrival thefe, underftood that a ge- 
4 nerouft and wealthy planter, to whom 
^ I had letters of recommendation, was 
t lately deceafed. 


4 I introduced myfeif, however, to hU 
4 daughter, who received me politely; 
4 and, with an air of amiable franknel’s, 
4 gave me free accefs to her elegant 
4 manfion. She was a young wort^n 
4 who pofleffed one of the largeft for- 
4 tunes in the iflar.d ; but, unlike the 
4 generality of her fex, fhe fecluded 
4 herfelf from the excels and foily t<* 
4 which wealth too frequently gives 
4 birth. , • 

4 I had not been her gueft long, be~ 
4 fore I obfeived that fhe grew thought- 
4 ful; and after fome time difeovered, 
4 that her heart was iinpreffed by the 
4 moft tender paffion, of which I believ-r 
4 ed myfeif to be the ohjeft; her looks, 
4 her aftions, her fighs, betrayed that 
4 which her modefiy ftrove in vain to 
4 conceal. 

4 This was, at firft,, far from afford- 
4 ing me fatisfa&ion; for my whole fouj 
4 being engaged by the charming imago 
4 of my Harriot, I viewed all other wo- 
4 men with contempt and indifference, 

4 Confcious, however, of the extrava- 
4 gance of my paffion, and not wholly 
4 infenfible to the advantages arifing 
4 from"an alliance with the amiablo 
4 Creole, I endeavoured to oppofe the 
4 cool arguments of real’on and intcreft 
4 to the impetuolity of love; and, at 
4 length, acquired fo far an afcendancy 
4 over mv paffion, that I refolded to take 
4 advantage of the partiality which Ze- 
4 mira entertained for me. I ealily per- 
4 fuaded her that our affe&ion was mu* 

4 tual; fo eagerly do we grafp at the il- 
4 lufion we ardently wifn to be real J and 
4 in a few months led her to the altar, 

4 and made her mine by the moft folemn 
4 ties. , 

4 In the fociety of my amiable wife, 

4 I now endeavoured to forget thofe fa- 
4 tal charms, the remembrance of which 
4 had fo long embittered my hours; for* 

4 oh! to my confulion, I mull acknow* 

4 ledge Ihe poffeffed fweetnefs of temper, 

4 undemanding, and accomplilhments, 

4 fufficient to have made even the moft 
4 capricious of our fexcompleatly hap- 
4 py. Yfe fpent two yea^s together in 
4 one tranquil feene of domeftick quiet, 

4 when I accidentally received informa- 
4 tion that you, my Harriot, ftill conti^ 

4 nued (ingle and difengaged. 

4 Trivial as this circumftance may 
4 appear, it revived that fatal paffion, 

4 which time had almoft extinguilhed t 
‘ and theft charms, on which I had gai- 
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: 4 ed before with admiration, were now difcovery to her friend. She found her 

4 rendered more relidlel's by the power*, fo deeply engagtd in the contemplation 

4 ful rfiagick ef fancy. The fociety of of a gold chain which (be had ^taken 

4 my Zemira grew every hour lefs pleaf- from the table, that die did not at firft 

4 in.gi.my exigence became infuflferable; perceive the entrance of hw beqefa&refs; j 

4 and, at length, I formed and executed and when (he looked up, her counte- I 

4 'the mod villainous de{Ign that ever nance was fo vifibly difcompofed, that, 

4 difgraced the heart of man. agitated as her own mind was, Mrs- 

4 My fond wife had, on the day of Sedley could not forbear obferving it* , 

* our marriage,.generoufl/prefentea me and enquiring into the caufe. 

4 with deeds and writings, which in- 4 Alas! Madam,' replied fhe, 4 it is 
4 vfefted me with unlimited power over 4 not now a time to intrude my forrows j 

4 that wealth which (lie abundantly pof- 4 on you. Only tell me, I conjure you, * 

4 ieffetl: with thefe, dead to every feel- * by what means you became pofleflfed 

4 ing of iullice, honour, or humanity, >1 4 of this chain? for, oh! it is the lame 

4 embark*d fecretly for America; leav- 4 which, on our nuptial day, I gave to , 

» 4 ing my unfufpecling Zemira, with her 4 my perfidious Groveby !* 

* infant Ion, expofed to all the horrors 4 Prepare yourlelf,’faid Mrs. Sedley, 

4 of indigence and defpair. What ago- embracing her tenderly, 4 for tidings the ' 
4 nizingpangs does not the reflexion now 4 mod didreffing and fevere; for a feene S 

4 cod me! Wliat worlds would I not 4 of woe in which we are mutually in- I 

>4 give to confign that one bafe aflion to 4 volved ! Oh! my friend, I am the I 

4 the depths of oblivion! 4 wretched, though innocent caufe of i 

4 In Ameiiea, to elude all enquiries 4 your fuderings ! How (hall I utter it! 1 

4 which might he made after me, I 4 How will your generous nature bear x | 

4 changed my name from Groveby to 4 the thought, that Groveby and Sedley * 

4 that of Sedley.' - 4 are but one ! The dory is long; and 

4 Groveby!' exclaimed Mrs. Sedley; 4 but an hour pad I was blefled with 

•"then, indeed, my conjectures were bui 4 ignorance. But let us not wade the 
4 too well founded!', 4 precious moments; the expiring Grove- 

4 From America,’ continued the ex- 4 by waits for you with impatience, to 

,piring man, 4 1 foiled for England; where 4 receive his lalt repentant figh !’ 

4 I heard that you, my Harriot, refided: The Creole, who to the lofted fend- j 

4 and foon after my arrival, by the pow- bility united a dignity of mind Which j 

% 4 er of that wealth I fo unjudly pofleded, enabled her to meet with fortitude the j 

4 obtained the permiffion of your guar- fevered (hocks of fortune, followed her 1 

4 dian to addrefs you. What followed friend into the chamber of her expiring j 

4 I need not add: my pafliqn was not hi:(band. ' 

4 iinfuccefsfu]; and in a few months I On her entrance, notwithftanding he 
4 was hap 'yin making you-mine by the ,had endeavoured to prepare h mfelf for j 

4 dronged of all human engagements.’ the melancholy interview, it was with 

1 How will it liii-prize you,’ replied the utmod difficulty he was,prevented J 

Mr 5 . Sedley, 4 to find that I am no '(rum fainting; while his injured and I 

i dranger to the unfortunate Zemira! compaifionate wife, kneeling at his bed- 

4 though I little imagined myfelf fo fide, bedewed his hand with tears of pity 

4 nearly intereded in her forrows.’ She and fergivenefs. Having gazed on her i 

then related, in a few words, themelan- for lome time— 4 Judice,' faid he, 4 has { 

choly circumdances in which (lie difeo- 4 at length overtaken me!—Thywrongs, j 

vered the amiable Creole; and conclud- 4 Zemira, will be revenged: death ap-> I 

ed with adoring him that (lie was at that 4 pcoaches, armed with the keen arrows j 

moment in the houfe. 4 of guilt, to link my delpairing foul into I 

Sedley railed his eyes to Heaven with V ever lading anguifh !' ' " ! 

adoniffiment and admiration; and, hav- Zemira could interrupt him but with 
ing remained iilent a few minutes, faid tears. 

$hat he would endeavour to fummon for- 4 Oh,, thou iniuped faint!’ continued * 

titude to ft4port an interview with his he, 4 this goodnefs overpowers me. How I 

piiKh-iniured wife. . * much better could I have borne the 

The gentle Hai^riokthen left the apart- 4 keened reproaches! they could not 

pient of her hulband, and went into her 4 thus have pierced my Joul! Cand thou, 

own dalung-room, to communicate the 4 indeed, forgive ? Cand thou forget?’ 

* Here 
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Here the agitation of his ’fyirits be¬ 
came lb violent, that he was unable for 
(ome minutes to proceed. He then 
refumed—* I find that life is ebbing 
\ 4 apace. Adieu, my much-injured Ze* 

* mira \ You will find I have made you 

* what reparation waa in my power, by 

* reftoririg that wealth of which I fo un- 

* juftly deprived you. 

* Farewel, my Harriot! I am on the 
' * verge of eternity. 

* How dreadful is th$ profpeft! And 

* yet a ray of hope illumines the dreary 
4 path;* unbounded is the mercy of Hea- 
4 ven! Tell Theodore*—* Death 
doled the period; he fell bpck in a 
fwoon; and in a few minutes after ex* 
pired. 

Mrs. Sedley gave way to all the ex¬ 
travagance of unreftrained grief ; but the 
Creole, familiarized to forrow, beheld 
the corpfe of her repentant hnlband with 
an uncommon firmnefs of mind, * When 

* I look back,* faid (he*** 

** When I look back on all my former days, 
4 * The only comfort the review affords, 

** Is that they are pail t 

For through their courfe I cannot recollcft 
** One free from forrow, guilt, or difap- 
«* pointmenl," 

Theodore, who was, at the requeft of 
Sedley, difpatched to his unfortunate 
antagonift, arrived in a fhort time at the 
place of .his confinement. But here let 
me drop my pen, nor attempt to defcribe 
his emotions: on his entrance he difco- 
ycred Seamore, and his beloved Juli¬ 
ana ! 

Overpowered by furprize and joy at 
beholding the dear youth whom Die ima¬ 
gined Death had for ever torn from her 
embraces, fl\e fainted in the arms of her 
lever < his eareffcs, however, fogn re¬ 


called her fleeting (pints 5 and her hap* 
pinefs was rendered compleat by the af- 
iufance he gave her of her father’s fafe- 
ty, and likewise that of his amiable mo¬ 
ther. * In return, Seamore informed him, 
that the boat in which they efcaped was 
driven by adverfe winds on the coaft of 
France; and recited their adventure with 
8edley at Dover, of which Theodore had 
before but imperfe&ly heard. The du¬ 
teous youth did not long indulge himfelf 
in the fociety of his Julianas impatient 
for his mother to participate in his joy, 
he loft no time in bearing to her the 
happy tidings; and with aftonifhment 
was made acquainted with the reverie of 
fortune which had taken place daring 
bis abfence. 

The generous Creole, who rejoiced 
that it was now in her power to recom- 
penfe the filial piety of her beloved fon, 
inftantly put into his pofleftion that 
wealth which his repentant father had 
refigned, referving only to herfelf a mo* 
derate income. 

Seamore was in a few weeks honour¬ 
ably acquitted; and increaled their hap- 
pinefs by his prefence at Sedley Hdl* 
where the nuptials of the enraptured 
Theodore with his Juliana were cele- ( 
bvated. 

The amiable Creole fpent the evening 
of her days in peace; and, in an unin¬ 
terrupted feene of tranquillity, loft the 
remembrance of thofe forrows which had 
difcoloured the former part of her Jife, 
She preferved the moft inviolate friend- 
(hip for Mrs. Sedley; who, at her death, 
having no relations, bequeathed to her 
friend the whole of her fortune; which 
being confiderable, enabled the gene* 
rous Zemira to exercife, in a more ex¬ 
tend ve degree, that benevolence of foul 
for which (he was fo eminently charac* 
terized. 


PERVONTEj or, THE WISHES, 
A FAIRY TALE. 


TRANSLATED 

STOLPHO, King of Saler- 
num, -was the handi'omtft prince 
of his time. None of his loyal fubje&s 
ventured to conteft the fuperiority in 
point of beauty with him, whatever 
might have been the fecret opinion of 
feme courtiers when contemplating their 
' Vol, II. 


M THE GERMAN. 

own features in the looking-glaifes of 
the anti-chamber. The king Was fond 
of this piece of furniture; It prefented 
to him a figure of which he had a very 
favourable opinion. He arrived, how* v 
ever, imperceptibly, at a period of Ijfe 
when his faithful looking-glaiTes did ' 
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not do their duty fo much to his fatis- 
faXionas they nad done formerly. It 
was his comfort that one remained which 
refleXed all his youthful charms. His 
daughter, the beautiful Vaftola, feepned, 
in the opinion of a'l the courtiers, to be 
caft in the lame mould with her father. 
Her beauty fubdued the proudeit hearts; 
lione of the moft diliinguifhed princes 
pnd knights had approached her with 
impunry, but none of them was hand¬ 
some enough to make an impreflion on 
the heart of the haughty princels ; Ihe 
indeed permitted them to draw her tri¬ 
umphal car ’ill they were out of breath; 
atnd being defirous topreferve the num¬ 
ber of her admirers undiminiftied, Ihe 
beftowed now and then, by turns, a little 
fmile on each of them ; but tips futile 
was always allayed with a coldnefs that 
deprived it of it's effect, and nipped the 
rihng hopes in the bud. The king, who 
was not partial to the name of grand¬ 
papa, permitted his daughter to enjoy 
the delights of maiden-cruelty; and, till 
her twentieth year, this goddefs of Sa- 
lernum, though furrouqded with lover 
tfck youths who melted in the rays of 
ber beauty, continued to be cold and 
obdurate in the midft of the flames. 

A Angular event which happened 
*bout this time calls our attention from 
the court to a neighbouring foreft. On 
* fine fummer-morning, a young hind, 
entered this wood, in order to gather a 
bundle of faggots. I wijih I could bor¬ 
row the pencil of nature to draw a faith¬ 
ful piXure of one of her roughed crur 
dities. Standing by his bundle, in the 
inoft lazy pofture imaginable, he feratch- 
ed his big head, divided by a vaft 
mouth into twp bemifpheres. Short 
red bridles covered his head, and feem- 
c 3 to blaze round his temples; his ears 
were of in extraordinary length; but 
his nofe being exceedingly flat, fhewed 
hardly any thing but a pair of wide no- 
ftrils; a ihort neck feemed to fink be, 
tween two very broad ihoulders; and 
two ftiort bandy legs fupported the 
beautifql ftruXure, With fuch a fort 
pf figure, he was yet one of thofe 
ftrange beings who feldom fail meet¬ 
ing with extraordinary turns of good 
luck.: for Fortune, whatever reafon 
you and I may have to complain of 
ner, is generally equitable enough in 
taking particular care of mortals of this 
caft, by way of making amends for the 
piggardnel's of Nature, Peryonte (this 
was the name of put hero) was fon and 


heir to a good old woman, who for nuu 
ny years paft had earned a fcgnty fub*. 
Alienee for herfelf and her fon by fan¬ 
ning. Contented with her humble lot, 
flic worked very hard, and knew fcarce 
any other paftime but the mufick of her 
wheel. She thought herfelf fufficiently 
happy when Ihe faw, at noon, her little 
pot of broth on the fire, and when fiie had 
fuel enough to keep the winter’s cold 
out of her cottage. Her only caufe of 
grief was the impoflibility to make any 
thing of her fon, whofeftupidity baffled 
every attempt of his mother to teach him 
any ufeful occupation. There appear¬ 
ed no marks of curiofity, fancy, or re¬ 
flexion, in him j he did not take to any 
work, and fpent the whole day* ftretched 
lazily on a couch of ftraw near the fire*# 
fide; his eyes were ufually half fflut, 
and he amufed himfelf with fucking hit 
fhort fingers. Whenever his mother 
attempted to rouze him, he complainecf 
of pains iii his limbs; yet now and thpn 
he would, with many a groan, carry 
few logs of wood into-the kitchen; o? 
he would, at his mother’s repeated re¬ 
quest, drive, very calmly, the geefe ou$ 
of the garden, where they eat up the cab-i. 
bage. This was all the good woman’s 
rhetorick was abfe to obtain from him. 
Otherwife, he was a very harmlefs crea¬ 
ture, undifturbed with the defire of pry- 
mg into others fecrets, far from being 
quarrelfome, and interefted in only one 
Angle concern, that of latisfying, na 
matter with what fort of food, the crav-, 
ings of his ftomach. He perfeXly re- 
fembled that great philofopher ip Horace, 
who, caielefs for what pu'rpofe the gods 
have created this beautiful univerfe, ices 
without admiration the fun and moon 
dart their bl ight rays on diftar.t worlds | 
and who, wrapt up clofely and warmly 
in the cloak of dulneis and apathy, 
has neither the heart to love or to hate, 
nor the fenfe to blame or to approve. 

On the morning when Pervonte attracts 
our notice, his molher happened to have 
no fuel in her cottage. Her indolent fot\ 
fat, with his ufual tranquillity, eating; 
with great fatisfuXion a large luncheon 
of bread for his breakfaft. ‘ Pervonte,’ faid 
hjs mother, ‘ be for once good for fomC- 

* tiling. Thou feeft this pot will never 
f boil without fire: get up, my boy, take 

* thy hat, and, away to the foreft; the ftornr| 

*■ has beat down a great many branches 
1 laft night, thou vyilt have $afy work to* 

* day; go, and bring roe a large bun • 

« die of faggots,’ PciYopti happened 

- to 
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to be b a good humour; he accordingly 
gave himielf the rouzing (hake* and 
launtered towards the wood. He ftopt 
more than once to gaze about, as if he 
Jiad never been there before, and feemed 
to be furprized that there were fo many 
trees in the foreft. At length he fell to 
tyoi’k, and got a tolerable bundle of fag¬ 
gots together. When he had done, he 
made a long paufe* to reft himfijf. 

* What a line thing it would be now,’ 
thought he, * if fomebody would carry 
k me and my burden home to my tno- 
4 therl’ However, nobody came to do 
him this good office, and he was obliged 
to lift the bundle on his own broad 
ihoulders* and to walk off with it. He 
had juft cleared the buffies, and came 
into the open field, when the fun be¬ 
gan to be very powerful; He ftopt 
again; and, as he happened to cafthis 
'fcyes about, he law three women afleep, 
lying on the grafs, expofed to the heat 
of thefun-beams: they Were young, and 
exceedingly beautiful. Pervonte went 
near, examined them with great atten¬ 
tion, Ihut his little eyes for plealure, 
&nd gazed again. The magic k of beau¬ 
ty (bon humanizes even the molt unfeel¬ 
ing brute. ‘What at pity,’ laid Per- 
Vonte to himfetf, ‘ that thefe comely 

* young creatures fhould lie in the heat 

* of the fun, without any flicker! The 
4 bulhes are not far off: what if 1 went 
4 back and cut fome boughs to lei ve 
4 them forafcreen ?' He executed this 
tefolutiort immediately. He cut off 
fix branches, fixed them in the ground 
as Well as he could, and drew a green 
Umbrella about the fleeping beau¬ 
ties. To render the flicker more 
tofripleat, he fpread his jacket on the top 
tof the, boughs. 

No work had ever more profpered in 
Pervonte’s hands than the prefent. 
Pleafed with his own dexterity, he burft 
Out into aloud horfe-laugh, lo loud in¬ 
deed) as to wake the beautiful nytnphs 
from their (lumber * * Art thou the 

4 kind mortal,’ faid one of them to 
Pervonte, * who made us this flicker?’ 
Pervonte, however. inwardly gratified 
by this queftion, did not anfwer a Tin¬ 
gle word, but grinned gracioully at the 
ladies, twirling his old h^t about his 
✓thumb, in the fame manner as a wheel 
turns about it’s axle. ‘ Thy good-ha- 

* ture (hall not go unrewarded,’ conti¬ 
nued the lady. ‘ Know, Pervonte, we 

* are Fairies; and though theie are 


* people who find fault with us, thou 

* (halt be convinced that, at leaft, vve 
‘ do not waht gratitude. Aik what- 

* ever boon thou wilt, thy requeft (hall 

* be immediately granted/ At theft 
word8 the Fairies difappeared. Per- 
Vonte kept his eves ftill rivetted on the 
deferted l'potj and when he was at length 
convinced they were gone, he cried— 

‘ Fine ladies indeed, I warrant yjt! 

* What fweet words and looks they ga,ve 

* me! I thought I ihould have had 1 
‘ bag full of gold and filverj and noyr, 

* after all, their promifes turn out to 

* be no more than air V Honeft Per* 
vonte now returned to his faggots, 
lifted up his burden with great reluc¬ 
tance, and at length placed It on hit 
(houiders. He was very fenfible of it*f 
weight: ‘ How hard it is, 4 cried He, 

‘ that I fliould take the trouble to carry 

* thefe faggots! would to God they 
c would carry me!’ The word had ho 
fooner efcaped his lips, but, on a fud- 
den, an animal life feemed to penetrate 
the wood; the bundle flipped genrly 
between his legs, and making a feat 
fofter than a cufhion, lifted him up from 
the ground, and ran away, as faft as 
the heft horfe could have carried him. 

‘ Bravo !’ cries Pervonte, ‘ you Fairies 
‘ are as good as your word i t faid it 
‘ in joke, and you take it in good ear- 

* neft; but if you will have it fg, I 
‘ have no objection—So go on,mvhorfe* 

‘ the ftraight way to my mother’s/ The. 
fhorleft way went through the city, 
clofe hy the royal palace. Imagine to 
yourlldves the noife and laughter fucb a 
Angular piece of horfemanlhipoccafion- 
ed in the ftreets! At eVery ftep, til# 
throng, the aftonifliment, and the (bouts 
of tiie populace, increafcd. Pervonte, ' 
perfe&ly at his eafe in the midft of all 
this buftle, rode on with great unCon* 
cern: the bundle, when the people 
crouded too much on the rider, dealt 
out hearty blows to the right and to the 
left > and cleared it’s way through evjt* 
ry obftacle. When oUr hero arrived at 
the fquare before the palace, the princeft 
and her ladies opened the windows, to 
look at the ftrange .rider 5 but as l\er 
highnefs happened to be in a perverft 
humour that morning, the general mirjh 
gave her the fpleen. ‘ Nonfenie t’ (h# 
cried, ‘ to make fuch a noife about tl{at 

‘ ugly monfter: the horfe is wretched 

* enough in confidence, yet a thoufapd 
4 times too good for the mooncalf that 

D % fJfidtf 
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4 rides on it. 4 Unluckily for the prin¬ 
cefs, Pervonte Was juft palling under 
the window as (he fpoke. Though his 
other fenies were far from being acute, 
he had a pair of large and quick ears, 
which did not lofe a fy liable of the com- 
pliraent her Royal Highnefs paid his 
perfon. He Was nettled at her contempt. 

* So, my proud lady,* laid he to him- 
felt, * you call me a monlter.' a moort- 

• calf! If I was even ten times uglier, 

* I could wilh you might have it couple 
f of twins by me, and be turned out of 
4 doors to beg your bread $ and then, 
4 it is ten to one, we Ihould fee you 
4 carefs and flatter me as much as you 

• fcorn me now !' 

With thefe words Pervonte galloped 
away \ and ill a few minutes he loll 
light of the city, forgot his anger, and 
arrived fafely at the cottage, to the great 
confternation of his good mother. This 
good woman alked him a thoufand quef- 
tions concerning this ftrange expedition: 
but her ingenious fon had but little to 
fay about it; he told his mother no¬ 
thing but incoherent nonlenfe, and fo 
entangled hinifelf in bundles, butties, 
and prir.celTes, that he could not find 
the cue of the labyrinth. His mother's 
patience was at length tired i Ihe left off 
queftioning, and he blundering, and the 
accident was foon entirely forgot. Per¬ 
vonte remained exa&ly what he had 
been j he continued to vegetate without 
thought or care; he had ftill no other 
defire but that of eau lg and lolling on 
his couch. By this manner of living 
he got very healthy blood, preferved an 
excellent digeftion, and no trouble or 
vexation interrupted his tranquillity. . 

But, alas! the cafe was very different 
with the prhicefs. Four months had 
fcarce elapied fince the wooden trot of 
Pervonte, but the taylor of her High- 
nefs received fecrct orders to enlarge the 
meafure of her petticoats. It is true, 
/he was ftill equally cruel to her admir¬ 
ers ; none of them could boaft of the 
flighted favour from her} yet, in fpiteof 
her prudery, her lhape acquired every 
day a more vilible rotundity. In fhoit, 
at tbeend of nine months, this haughty 
beauty was brought to bed, in perfect 
good health, of two girls. This fur- 
'prizing event was ulhered in by fevere 
comments of all the matrons, and by very 
(ignificant Ihnigsofthe courtiers. His 
majefty’s rage, and the princefs’s fhame. 
were equally great} the latter took it 
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very ill that the babies Ihould bearwif* 
nefs again ft her pure unfullied reputa¬ 
tion. . The young lords gave themfelves 
very important airs on the occafiou j 
each of them Hinted that he had parti¬ 
cular reafons to conceal his Own it are in 
this event} while in fecret every one! 
curfed his entire itmOcence of the fa&, 
and endeavoured, with malicious curio-* 
fity, to find out the favoured culprit. 
To compleat the picture of what pallid 
at court and in the city, figure to your- 
felves the profound filence which reigned 
in the anti chamber, the eloquent nods, 
the whifpers behind the fan, the indigo 
nant ejaculations of the gfaVe citizens 
ladies, the fear of all the young prude* 
to be vilited with a limilar droply, the 
ingenious jefts of the wits, and the deep 
refearches of the learned academicians. 
Thefe gentlemen lucceeded, indeed, in 
proving, in a leries of diffenatioqs. 
That the reality of this flrange phe¬ 
nomenon implied it's poflibility. 
They accounted for the fa& by fuggeft- 
ing. That her Royal Highnefs muft 
have picked up by chance a couple of 
ready-preparea atoms floating in the 
air, and conveyed to her by a Zephyr, 
which, by a gradual evolution, had 
at length acquired fuch a ftate of ma¬ 
turity, as to affume the fize and the 
form of the very pretty daughters of 
which the princefs had been lately 
delivered. The light fo plentifully 
diffufed over this intricate fubjecl was, 
however, not quite fatisfa&ory to the 
king} whofe anger continued unabated, 
and who was too ftrongly prejudiced in ‘ 
favour of the vulgar theory of human 
propagation, to be convinced by the 
fyftem of his philofophers. He purfu?d 
bis enquiries a different way, but with jut 
fuccefs. The Princefs, who was at 
leait as much concerned in the affair, 
and might have been fuppofed to have 
had the belt information, made oath, 
that fhe could not account for what had 
happened j and it was necelTary to ac- 
quiefce, for the prelent, in this declara¬ 
tion. 

In Ae mean while the twins, begot by 
a mere wifh, grew up. They were ex¬ 
ceedingly handfome; and might, per¬ 
haps, in due time, have turned out very • 
amiable, had there been no nurfes, go¬ 
verned! s, and chambermaids, at the 
couit of Salemum. When they were 
about fix years old, the Lord Chancel¬ 
lor, a man of groat fagacity, happening 

to 
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ip coxnferfe with the king on the birth of 
bis grand-daughters, bethought himfelf 
of a method to di(cover their father, 
which he communicated with great con¬ 
fidence to his royal mailer. * Sire,* 
faid the learned lord, ‘ I have read lonjj 

* ago, in a (chobl-book, I believe it is 

* Terence, that there is an innate in- 
€ ftincl in children, by the force of 
4 which they will difcover their true fa- 
4 ther among a whole legioil of men : 
4 fo great a claflick author cannot be 

* mi (taken. We have, nothing to do 
4 but to introduce all the lords of the 
4 court to the young ladies, and nature 

* will foon point out fheir father.* The 
king was much pleafed with the doc¬ 
trine of indin£l, and refolved to try the 
experiment without lol’s of tirafc. He 
gave orders that, on the next court-day, 
every nobleman (hould not fail to at¬ 
tend, on pa : n of his majedy's heavieft 
dil plea Cure. On the appointed day, the 
beautiful twins were feen, for the firll 
time, in the drawing-room, to the great 
furprize of the court; but the real'on of 
their appearing in publick was kept a 
profound fecret. All the noblemen of 
Salernum were dire&cd to pafs in re¬ 
view before the children, but without 
effe< 5 t; notthv kaft trace of inftin£l 1m- 
tiifefting itfelf in them. After the draw¬ 
ing-room was over, the chancellor, not 
tat -all difconcerted by the failure of the 
experiment,, maintained to the king, 
that it was now certain that none of 
thefe noblemen had the honour of being 
the father to his grand-childrc-n; but 
that the truth of the doctrine of inftinft 
was not the lead nffefled by this disap¬ 
pointment. 4 What if your majefty,’ 
continued he * (hould condefcend to give 

* aball to the citizens; perhaps——’ 

* You dont mean to infimiate,’ in¬ 
terrupted the king in a pafliort, * that a 

* citizen could be the author of my dif- 
4 grace ? No, it is impcflible my daugh- 

* ter (hould have degraded her ft If fo 

* low!’— 4 I humbly beg yourmaiedy’s 

* pardon,’ replied the chancellor; 4 tp 

* be fure, it is very improbable; yet we 
4 mud allow, that much ftranger things 

* than this have happened. 44 Oppoitiini- 
44 ty makes thieves,” fays the prpyerb. 
44 The (ex is frail,and love is blind,’ fays 

* my friend Terence.’— 4 Ther? your 

* friend is in the right,’ faid the king. 

* Well, then, you mall have your will j 

* a ball (hall be given to thecitizens, and 
4 I myfelf will dance with feme of thefe 


* city-beauties. They have often fine 
4 eyes and frelh complexions; and a ftd- 

* mach relaxed by dainties longs fome- 

* times for lefs refined difiles.’ The 
urteXpefled invitation to a ball at court, 
brought together whatever belonged t6 
the city beau-monde. The king had 
his darice \ but the fecret purpofe of 
this feftival was again defeated. The 
two fifter-graces, fiiperhly drefled, and 
fparkling with lace and jewels, Were 
very conspicuous iii the crowd, but mo¬ 
ther Nature never fpoke a fyllable to 
their tender fouls in favour of any. city 
relation. 4 Now, Sire,’ faid the pofitive 
Chancellor, 4 there remains yet a third 
4 experiment to clear up this myderious 
4 affair; a general entertainment to all 

* ranks and conditions.’-*- 4 With all 
4 my heart,* replied the king; 4 only 
4 take Care that my honed fubjefls may 
4 have plenty of victuals and fport.* 
The fedival was immediately proclaim¬ 
ed by the found of trumpets ; provifions 
were brought together by numberlefs 
Waggon-loads; an enormous pile of 
turkeys, fowls, rabbits, pheafants* 
venifon, and puddings, was raifed in a 
publick place, for which the populace 
was to (bramble on the great day of the 
fead. This important day, expe&ed 
with the utmod impatience by all ranks 
and ages, at length came on. Before 
fun rife every individual at Salernum 
was in motion; the founds of drums 
and trumpets mingled with the joyful 
fhouts ot the populace; the windows 
which fu non ruled the great fquare 
were filled with thebudsof the fine ladies; 
and the people crouded towards the 
fquare from every ltreet of the town.'A 
thoufand eager eyes were fixed on the 
pyramid of eatables, and marked out 

% their hoped-for prey: they could fcarce- 
ly refrain from pillage till the fignal for 
the general attack (hould be given. 

Pervonte’s mother, who could no^ re¬ 
main ignorant of the general agitation, 
(hid to her fon— 4 Why dod not thou 
4 go too, my boy ? Thou candnot fail 
4 of getting, at lead, a ham ora fowl ip 
4 thefcramble* run thither, and make 
4 what hade thou cand.’ The hope of 
fuch a reward made Pervonte obey with 
uncommon alacrity; and he fet out fronj 
his mother's in a moderate gallop, a 
thing which he was never known to do 
before. In the mean while the court, 
who on this occasion (probably to en¬ 
hance the pleafuit their appearance was 
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Up give) fvffered the good people to wait 
very long for their coming, had at 
length taken their places On an amphi¬ 
theatre built for that purpofe* Every 
body was charmed to fee the pretty chil¬ 
dren, wearing fine caps in the neweft 
falhion, fie near the foot of the large 
pyramid* Two long rows of youths 
and handjbme girls were already formed, 
in order to begin a grand dance; when 
our down, confpicuous by the burning 
red of Ills hair, arrived in the midft of 
the crowd: an i, wonderful to tell! the 
children no fooner perceived him mak¬ 
ing up to the pile, dirty as he was, in a 
ragged jacket, with uncombed hair, 
And without fiioes, but they ran eagerly 
towards him with open arms, and every 
mark..of filial affection* The fi’e&ators 
were loft in amazement. * Was I not 
'• in the-right now,' faid, very calmly, the 
Old lord chancellor to the king? ‘ is not 

* now my do&rine of the inftinft clearly 
4 proved ?’—•< Curled inftin< 5 l!’ cried the 
fctng, in a violent rage: 4 Mutt I live 

* tofuffer ftichadi(grace?, Muft I have 
4 grandchildren begot by fuch an ugly 

* wretch? Tortures and death can- 

* not fufficiently punifh fuch a vile 

* profanation of tnajefty T The un¬ 
fortunate princefs, not confciousof any 
.guilt, begged hard to be heard: but her 
father threatened her with inftant death 
if file dared to utter a word in her de¬ 
fence. Luckily for her, he caft his 
eyes on a large calk which fixod near 
the pile, filled, according to cuftom, 
with very indifferent wine, deftined to 
rejoice the hearts of his majefty’s loyal 
fubje£ls. The king ordered the bot¬ 
tom to be knocked out, and llntenced 
tl\e delinquents to be put into this calk, 
and to be thrown into the fea. The 
mereijefs command v/as immediately' 
put in execution. The crying children* 
the jnnocent princefs, and Honeft Per- 
vonte, who was now no longer doubted 
to be the happy lover, were crammed 
up in this difinal place ct confinement, 
and abandoned to the mercy of tl^e 
waves. 

Imagine now to yourfelvcs our Vafto- 
Ja, a princefs and a lirft-iate beauty, 
degraded at once from the higheft enu • 
pence of grandeur and admiration, a ban* 
dotted to the rage of the angry ocean, 
ip a jnoift calk, with twins (he cannot 
acknowledge, and for whom (he yet feels 
jail the tenderne’is of a mother; a ad, 
jyhat aggravated the diftrefs, and might 
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have almoft tempted her to becofrie an¬ 
other Medea, confined with fuch a para¬ 
mour l and this charming companion, 
this ^.donis, with the figure and «i)= 
elegance of a muleteer, publickly de¬ 
clared the father of her daughters ! Jt 
muft be owned, the fituation was novel 
and unfupportable: cfpecially if yaji 
confider, that the fpace which contained 
the princefs, the clown, and the tw.0* 
children, was fo narrow, that, by every 
motion of the waves, their legs and arnls 
were unavoidably more and more en¬ 
tangled : his nofc often touched the thin 
gauze which covered her graceful neck; 
and frequently half an inch was the 
whole interval between her delicate lip* 
and his immenfe mouth * All thefc fuf- 
ferings put together, would have been 
too much for the haughtieft of her fex; 
but, in a feene of complicated diftrefs 
which would have driven vulgar minds 
to defpair, ihc high fpirit of Vaftolar 
dilplayed all the magnanimity of h$r 
princely nature, By the iilent fcorrf 
with which her looks annihilated Per- 
vonte, (he (hewed that her misfortunes 
only raifed her foul higlier. • How urt- 
4 juft is the fufpicion,’ file exclaimed at 
length, in the bitternefsof indignation, 

4 that I fhould owe my daughters to the 

* embrace of fuch a wretch !*—** Faith,* 
replied Pervonte, very quietly, * ypif 
4 may be fare that I don’t like this joko 

* a bit better than yourfelf; to be lock- 
4 ed up with you, and fo dance on thef 

* waves in this moift calk I You think, 

* perhaps, it is a vaft pleaftire to me to 

* p.fi's for the father of your little baf- 
4 tards there;you know, probably, much 

* better than I, how you came by them/ 
—• How fiiould I havehad them by thee,* 
anfwert.d the princefs, * who never* faw 

* thee in all my life-time ‘ As t>a 

* that, Madam Vaftoh, you might pay 
4 a little more regard to truth.'—‘ Ala^t 
4 now I think of it, l’urely I recoiled 
4 thee by thy burning red hair and thy 
4 vaft mouth: nrt thou not the fello^ 

* who, about ieven years 3 go, rode on £ 

* bundle of ft;cks over the fquarc before 

* our palace?’ —•* The very lame; I 

* member that ride as well a? if it had 
4 happened but yefterday: I can’t far- 
4 get how you tolled up your nofe, and 
4 called m pretty naun-s, fuch as moi\- 
4 Her! and mooncalf! I own it vexed 
4 m;; arid I wiftied, laving your Wpt> 

1 (hip’s prefence, you might be witjl 

* twins by me, in order to lee whether 

• you 
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9 you would then trel* me ftill fo 
9 . haughtily. I meant it only for a jokej 

* you know beft how you made earneft 
9 of h : for my own part, I know no- 
9 thing of it, but that about that time the 
4 Fairies had promifed me to fulfil all my 
4 wifhes.V- 4 Howl’ cried the princefs, 

1 hadft thou ever fuch a gift from the 

* Fairies?'—* To be fore I hadi my 
4 riding on a bundle of faggots was ow- 

* jng to them.’— 4 Perhaps thou art fiill 
4 in pofleffion of this gift 4 Not that 
• r I know of.*— 4 And halt thou ne- 
4 ver tried it 4 There was no oc- 
4 cation for trying it: there was always 
4 broth enough in my mother’s pot, 

* and wood enough to boil it; what elle 
9 could I have wifhcd for ?’—* What a 
4 philofophpr have we got here!’ cried 
Vaftola} 4 T fee that ftupidity, as well 
4 as neceflity, can form a cynic ; but I 
9 hope, friend, that now, when every 
9 wave threatens iis with unavoidable 
4 death, you will have the good fenie to 

* try whether the Fairies have fiill a mind 
4 to fulfil your wilhes ; you cannor but 
4 fee that the affillance of the Fairies 
9 could never come in better time.’— 

4 Why fhould I give mylelf the trouble 

* of wilhing,’ laid Pervonte, 4 peihapi 
9 for your lake P You have called me 
9 monfter, filly fellow, and philolopher: 

9 now it feems you have found out, for- 
9 footh, that 1 am good enough for 
9 wifhing/—> 4 Whit, my good friend, 
*~are you in yoqr fenfes ? But why will 
9 you give the word meaning to a few 

* words which have elijaped me ? I 
4 mcant.no offence \ pay, good Sir, let 
9 me intreat you to make the trial.’— 

* So, M^dara, now you are in diftrefs, 

9 you can give me fair words—I thought 
4 it would come to this: but let me tell 

* you, fweetfieart, that Pervonte can 
9 be as obftinate as any of you $ my 

* mother's fon fhall not furrender to you 

* for lefs than a hearty kifs.’ 

The hand of Fateprcfled hard on poor 
Vaftola; however difti effing the choice 
between two evils may be in other cafes, 
here wa$ no alternative, tyotwithftand- 
ing the oppofition of her heart and her 
ffomach, fhe faw Ihe muft comply, and 
thanked Heaven that the fellow did not 
afk a muck greater favour. What 
would flie not have done, rather than to 
be devoured by fharks and lobfters ? In 
#nrt, as there was no other expedient to 
elcape from imminent death, fhc kept 
hei bicafl) rpj fhut her eye*, and gav$ 
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him the kifs fhe could not refufe# 4 One 
* more,’ cried Pervonte, 1 and then you 
4 may let me know whar I fhall wilh far* 
4 before the leaky calk fills with Water/—* 
4 That the pafk may be changed into ft 
4 beautiful veffel, well provided witlfc 
4 ftores, manned with twenty flout fait- 
4 ors, and a pilot to fleer it towards the 
4 fhore of Baja,’ Pervonte, who did not 
trufl to his faculties, defired her to repeat 
the words over again, and fiefpoke every 
.fyliable after her. While he was yet 
fpeaking, the calk was converted into 
the muft elegant bark the fun ever fhono 
upor\iince the River Cydmis beheld Cleo* 
patra, beaming with unequalled beau¬ 
ty, glide down his current in her galley* 
when fhe intended to meet the great 
Antony. Vaftola thought her eyes de¬ 
ceived her, when fhe law the filk ft ream¬ 
ers fluttering in the air like the wings of 
Zephyrs; when fhe faw the filver oars* 
the purple fails, the golden mails adorn¬ 
ed with garlands of flowers; the Tailors* 
dreffed as for a dance, refembling ani¬ 
mated pi&ures, who, without flopping, 
and in profound ftlence, plied their oars 
in harmonious cadence. In fliort, every 
thing was in that flile of perfection as 
might be expeCled from the workman- 
fhip of the Fairies. The princefs, who 
now faW realized what deemed to her 
a dream, began to conlider Pervonte 2s 
a being of more importance than fhe had 
thought him before, and than he really 
was : for our hero remained as filly as 
before this metamorphofis ; nor did he 
think higher of himlelf on account of a 
faculty which fat as aukwardly on him 
as the talent of preaching on the afs of 
Balaam. The impenetrable fhield which 
effectually fectimf him againft the fling 
of curiohty, and againft the attack of 
every floubt, was his implicit belief in 
that famous truth, that 44 Things are 
44 what they are,”-— 4 The fhip exifts/ 
faid hej 4 and, as it chills, I cannot 
4 doubt of it’s exiftence.* A fceptic 
would have fuggefted that it only feemed 
to e*ift; but Pervonte, who belonged 
to no led of philofophers, convinced 
himfelf with eagernefs and perleverance 
of the reality of the eatables he found 
in the fhip, unconcerned about their 
poffibility, and fatisfied that where,there 
is good eating there is good living: 
while he, to whom nothing exilied buf 
what he had under his teeth, was rum¬ 
maging the ftores in the cabbin; and 
wWe Vaftola who ceaij ?4 to ftijoy as 

toon 
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(Hon as iie ppflftffed, was planning new 
wiflies; the P|ri< imperceptibly proceed¬ 
ed on her voyage with tjie faireft wind 
stad weather, doubled a cape, and made 
Umd that very evening on tne rood beau¬ 
tiful (hore in the univerfe. Illumined 
by the rays of* the letting fun, this 
fhore feemed to be the favourite rc li¬ 
cence of tbe vernal deities; a land, 
(cape created by enchantment, and 
a thoufand times more delightful than 
the romantic feenes of Tinian and Juan 
Fernandez. On a nearer view, this fpot 
proved to be a folitary valley, encloled 
by gently (loping hills, and interfperied 
with woods, from whence filver rivulets, 
bordered with rofes, rolled their mean, 
dering waters; and where chorulfes of 
nightingales fung undifturbed their 
Jweeteft notes in the fragrant groves. 

1 Let us land on this heavenly (hore,' 
laid Vaftola to Pervonte; € hut, to live 
4 comfortably here, my good friend, we 

• muft trouble the Fairies with another 

• wifli.’—* I underftand you,’ cries 
Pfervonte; ‘ faith, nothing is more in 
4 time now than a new wifli: what if J 

* was to wilh thaV thefe green branches 
? might be hung with joints of roaft 
f meat and puddings ‘ Peace, you 

idiot!’ faid Vaftola, reddening; * muft 
‘ I ever bl\j(h for you ? Before the Fai- 

♦ ries take a prefect from thee, of which 

* thou fo little knoweft to make ufe, re. 

* (ign the wishing to me, and be con- 

♦ tented to fpeak my words after me. 

4 Let the (hip be changed into the moft 

* beautiful palace human eyes ever be- 

• held; let it be furnifhed with magni- 
4 licence and elegance; let the cielings 

* and pillars* be adorned with exquifite 
f fculpture; let the walls be hung with 
4 the moft coftly tapeftry, richly gilt; 
f let there be the? (ineft pictures, bufts, 

4 ftatues, relievps, Etrufcan vafes,fer- 
4 vices of china and plate ; In (hurt, 

4 let there be every thing belonging to 
4 the proper furniture of a royal palace ? 

4 and as it cofts us only the trouble of 
f t wilhing, let the palace be furrounded 

• with delicious pleafure-grounds, in 

• which blooming fpring and living ver- 
4 dure reign for ever; let them exhale an 

* atmofphere gf the fweeteft perfumes; 
4 in the moft retired recefs of a grqve, 

4 let there be a marble bath, handfome 
4 enough to invite Venus herfelf to take 
4 a plunge; let a lake, frequented by 

• charming fwans, fpread itlblf over a 
4 part pf valley; he a chryftal river. 


S MAGAZINE. 

* full of the fined fifties, wind gently 

* through flowery meadows; let them 

* be a farm, a poult rvlyard, flocks, and, 
4 cattle, and pretty Inepherds and (hep. 

* herdeffes to take care of them ; let me 

* have a number of female attendants, 

‘ as handfome as Leda's daughters, 

* genteel pages and fervants; let— - ** 

4 Hold, hold, V.iftola,* interrupted Per. 
vontc, 4 how can the Fairies remember 
‘ fo many things ?' But before Pervonte 
had fpoken the l*ft words, a magic pa. 
hce rofe before his eyes, on which the 
Fairies exhausted all their art. The 
princefs herfelf ftoed motionlefs, dazzled 
with the fplendour of the magnificent 
fabrick. The palace of her father, 
compared with this manlion, dwindled 
into a mean cottage. Pervonte gazed 
at the palace with the wideft mouth that 
ever was opened. Vaftola, leading her 
lovely daughters by the hand, entered 
th$ door , in fecret raptures. On the 
ftair-cafe (he*was welcomed by the har¬ 
mony of the moft delightful mufick, 
Pervonte found,among all,the prefent* 
of the Fairies, not a more fubftantial one 
than a table covered for four perfons, 
and loaded with the moft exquifite dain¬ 
ties. They fat dqwn to it? pervontq 
did ample juftice to the entertainment, 
and feemed quite giddy with the meri¬ 
dian fplendor which beamed forth from 
a hundred luftres hung up in a long feite 
of apartments. Sometifnes he burft out. 
in a ]oud laugh of joy; roared his thank* 
tp the Fairies, and toafted them in many 
a bumper, IJis (Jjirits rofe to fuch a 
pitch, that, at the deflert, he began ta 
grow very familiar with the princefs| 
who, being afraid of the too exprelliyg 
tendernefs of his rough hands, was 
obliged to draw her chair by degrees ta 
the f artheft corner of the table, It was 
now high time for Vaftola to own ta 
herfelf, what, in fpite cf her pride,, flip 
could not help perceiving. The cataf- 
trophe of the drama was drawing near, 
Bifgufting as Pervonte was, with his big 
round head, his burning hair, and hi* 
clumfy figure, yet what could (he do ? 
The twins, the calk, and the palace, haft 
unalterably decided her deftinys nothing 
remained now but the alternative of liv¬ 
ing like a Veftal, or of taking Pervontq 
for her hufband. It is true, a fortune 
ftich as he had to offer, facilitated th$ 
choice : yet, on the other fide, was fuel* 
a vulgar, ill-fhaptn fellow, to be th$ 
huftwnd of the delicate and awomplhhed 

Princef* 
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Princsfs Vaftola ? It could not be : 
it was yoking an owl with a fwan to 
draw the car of Venus, * Pervonte,' 
laid the prmcefs, after fome uneafy 
thoughts, * your Fairies Have been very 
% bountiful to you t yet fomcthing, my 

* good friend* is itill wanting. You, 

* have, probably, never feen your own 
‘ figure in a looking-glafs ; pray exa- 

* mine it a little, and be candid enough 

* to own, that if it was changed from 
,* head to foot, you could not poffibly 
. * be a lofer by any metamorphofis.’— 

. * What,’ cries Pervonte, * my figure to 

* be changed ! and for what purpofe?* 
—* To be-'handfome.’—* Handfome ! 

9 Why, fweetheart, I would not ftir a 

* finger to become band tome. I was 
9 always very well fatisfied with my 
9 figure; however, if it gives you plea- 

* lure, may I be from head to foot ex- 

* a&ly as you wifh me to be.'—* I do 
< not wifh thee too handfome neither,* 

.thought Vaftola by herfeif; * mayeft 

* thou be fomewhat of an Adonis, but 
9 yet ftrong as Milo; a little taller than 

* myfelf; in fhort, lcfs delicate than 

* manly, and thou wilt be handfome 

* enough for me.’ Let us obferve here, 
that Vaftola did not think, much lefs 
(peak openly, in this manner; it was 
only a half-riling thought, which fcarce- 
ly ventured out of the inmoft recedes of 
her heart. What was her furpme when 
file faw .Pervonte Handing before her, 
compleatly and cxa&ly bodied forth as 
her fancy had cut out his (hape ! It was 
a finifhed form, in which the charms of 
Antinous drove for pre-eminence with 
the ftrength of Hercules. Vaftola 
fcreamed aloud when fhe found herfeif 
taken at her word by the Fairies, who 
had read in her bread a wifh which fhe 
fcarcely dared avow to herfeif. She blufh- 
ed molt immoderately down to her neck, 
and looked about in confuiion and half- 
plekfing uneafinefs. She would have 
given the world to have played the prude 
a little longer, if it had not been for the 
fear of being guilty of the heinous fin of 
ingratitude. The beft thing fhe could 
do, was to accept the charming huf- 
band in iilence, and not be afhamed of 
the bounty of the gods. 

We will candidly confefs, (provided 
our.opennefs does not injure her repu¬ 
tation) that the young lady feemed ra¬ 
ther to go too far in her gratitude. For 
three whole days, and we fear three 
VOL. II. 


nights too, every thought and every mo¬ 
ment of her time was entirely devoted 
to her Corydon. She led him, with the 
eagemefs of a child that has got a hew* 
doll, from one delightful fpot in their new 
dominions to the other. Every where 
you faw the loving pair arm in arm, 
walking through the green meadows, or 
fitting in (haded bowers, or repofmg in 
the foft graft, counting the minutes 
only by their kiffes, fufficient to each 
other's happinefs, and forgetting the 
whole world around them. 

Pervonte, now called Prince Pervonte, 
had continued throughout -all thefe revo¬ 
lutions as great a blockhead as at his 
mother’s cottage. There is reafon to 
believe, however, • that his manner of 
loving was not the worfe for this defi¬ 
ciency: it feemed impoffible that he 
could, with the moft refined wit, have 
entertained his bride more to h«fr fatis- - 
fa&ion than he had done hitherto. It 
is certain that Vaftola never once ob- 
ferved his want of underftanding, till a 
whole week of their marriage had elapfw 
ech At length, however, the arrows of 
Cupid were (hot away. An Hercules, 
obliged to reft, lofes the greateft part of 
his value; and an Adonis who can fhew 
nothing but an unmeaning face and a 
let of fine teeth, is but ah indifferent 
fubftitute. The princefs now perceived 
where the fault lay. * I think,* laid 
ihe to her hufband, * it is high time for 

* 'you to beg a prefent of the Fairies 

* which you are greatly in want of.’— 

* And what can this prefent be V faid 
Pervonte. * It is fenfe,’ replied Vaftola; \ 
9 a little more brains would vaftly well 
1 become fo beautiful a forehead.’—* A 

* very ufelefs wifh,’ exclaimed Pervontes 
9 you think not highly of my under- 

* (landing; yet why mould I afk for 

* more? had I not always enough to find 

* out my mouth, -and -— ’ * Peace,* 
cried Vaftola, and ftopt his mouth, for 
fear of hearing more nonfenfe: * believe 

* me, underftanding is a moft valuable 

* commodity, and by no means burden- 

* fome; the more you have of it, the 

* more eafily will you bear it.’—* Well, 

4 then, I will be advifed: tell me only 

* what I muft afk for.’—* Afk only for 

* Senfe; this one word is diffident.’— 

* Ye Fairies,’ cried Pervonte, * grant 

* me fenfe; and let it be good fenfe,* 
added he, * for not every thing that glit- 

* ten is gold.' You fee the Fairies had 

E , heard 
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heard him at his firft word: indeed, they 
had beftowed on ,him a larger portion of 
underftanding than was perhaps agree¬ 
able to VaftoU. 4 Madam,* ( id Per- 
vonte to her, 4 jet us now have done 

* with wifhes. The bounty of the Fai- 

* ries to us has been very great ; to im- 
4 portune them for more prefents, would 

* be covetous and ungrateful. We want 
4 now nothing but content, a blefling 


HENRY AND 


THE REVIEW. 

T HE fun (hone brightly on the glit¬ 
tering breads of the foldiers, and 
the general's command was given for 
every troop to move. Elated by the 
magnificence of their own appearance, 
but more by the pretence of their love- 
reign, the gay votaries of war lpurred 
on their proud horfes, and the ground 
lie-echoed beneath the univerfal tramp¬ 
ling. Glorious fight! Brave nation l 
How worthy of a generous monarch are 
fuch fubje&s! and how worthy of that 
praife which not even their enemies can* 
withold! 

Many in number were the young fol¬ 
diers who crouded around their chief, at¬ 
tentive to his minuted order. The ap¬ 
pearance of fome was martial ; of others, 
peaceably engaging: but Henry Daven¬ 
port alone, the peculiar favourite, not of 
his commander only, but of his king, 
united irt himfelf the unyielding dernnefs 
of one devoted to the roughed of all 
avocations, and the mild fweetnefs of a 
domedick fpirit. With externals pecu¬ 
liarly engaging, he poflcflcd a foul more 
than deferring of them ; a foul that 
melted at the appearance of didrefs," 
and (hrunk with real horror from the 
dark and winding paths that lead to 
vice. 

Henry was danding without the en- 
clofure, and near to the perfpn of his ge¬ 
neral, when the horfe he rode, young, and 
unufed to the field,-took fright at the ap¬ 
pearance of an handkerchief fluttering in 
the wind, and plunged hadily amidd 
fome ladies who were attentive to the 
manoeuvrings of the troops. One of 
them was l'o nearly thrown by the (hock, 
that it was with much difficulty (he could 
fave heifelf by ftizing the bridle of the 
horfe, and dopping his courfe for an in* 
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4 which is entirely in our own gift. L& 
4 us now endeavour to defervc what we 
4 p ode is, by the manner of Our enjoy - 
4 ing it. Let us love each other, dear 
4 princefs, and let us blefs every feeling 
4 being a hour us with a (hare of our 
4 own happineis: what elfe can we wifi* 
4 for ? or what elfe pan the partiality of 
‘ the Fairies bedow p 


HENRIETTA. 

ftant, while Henry recovered from hss 
jfurprize.—Ah! Henry, beware. Let in- 
dinbV, if not love, already make thee cau¬ 
tious. Behold the intereding form be¬ 
fore thee; and know, thou gazed or* the 
woman who, in a (hurt, a very (hort 
time, will become dearer to thy heart 
than any other beneath the face of heaven* 
It is Henrietta, the Friend, the miftref* 
doomed to give thep exquilite pnguith* 
and the gemled plealWe !—-When his 
horle was effe&ually dopped, he fprung^ 
to the ground, apologized incoherently 
to the lady; and, obferving her dill iii 
l’ome terror, endeavoured to re-affure 
her by his words, and by ordering the 
caufer of her fright to be led to fome di- 
dauce. He fuecceded in redoiing her 
tranquillity, but his own he lod for ever* 
though the rank he held in the regi¬ 
ment prevented his long remaining in¬ 
active in her company. From that pe¬ 
riod, the eyes of Henrietta unconfcioufly* 
purfued him, whole anxiety for her fafe- . 
ty had engaged her gratitude; while his 
gentle manners could not but render that 
gratitude an eafy tribute. She fought 
him not out, yet his form was dill there, 
always the mod coiifpicuous of any in 
the throng, whether he led the way for 
his band, or pierced into the thickefi of 
it's ranks : there was a pleafure in be¬ 
holding him; and there was a pain when 
the review ended, and the carriage drew 
Up to receive it’s company. Were them 
not means once more to thank him for 
the attention he had (hewn? There were; 
for he approached, as they were prepaiv 
iug to quit the field, to renew, for the 
lad time, his apologies and expreflions 
of regret. Then it was (he obferyed, 
more at leifure, the man who had fo fix* 
ed her regards; and felt, when (he bade, 
him farewe), an emotiop of fortow never 
known till that hour, 

TH* 
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THE NEIGHBOURHOOD. 

He N RtETT A was the daughter of Sir 
‘William Madden* at whole manfion, her 
mother having long been dead, Ihe had 
for fome time prehded. He had only 
one child befides herfelf; and with thele 
tWo, equally amiable, lived in the moft 
perfeCl cordiality. His fortune was af¬ 
fluent, for he had eftates in different 
counties of England} and, at the time 
we are now fpeaking of, was preparing 
to remove his fummer refidence from the 
north, where fociety he found too unfre- 
<juent an advantage, into Berkfhire. The 
effate that there belonged to him he had* 
not vifited for many years; confequently, 
on becoming fixed upon if, he di{’cover¬ 
ed himfelf to be Unrounded bv an jn- 
finite number of families, at ihort di- 
ifances, few'of whom he had the flight- 
eft acquaintance with. That, however, 
was an inconvenience that foon ceafed: 
people, in a certain line of life, may al¬ 
ways form more intimacies than, if they 
are prudent, they will chufe to enter 
irtto. 

The family whofe pofleflions lay molt 
contiguous to Belleforeft, was that of 
Colonel De Lorraine. He was married 
with one fon and a daughter; and being 
reckoned the richeft man in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, the reports o^ it chiefly con¬ 
cerned himfelf, his wife, or his children. 
Had thofe reports been favourable', Inch 
celebrity might not have been a fubjett 
of regret; but the De Lorraines were 
not favourites with any. Numerous were 
the accounts given of them to the ftranger 
family, but never various. The colonel 
was ftiil reprCfented as a man proud of 
family and fortune, tenacious of his 
rights, haughty and unyielding; and his 
wife as'a mafculine and ill-tempered wo¬ 
man; while the,fon was called a cox¬ 
comb, fpoiled by his mamma; and the * 
daughter the inheritrix of her father's 
temper, with the addition of female 
form and ftiffnefs in the utmoft degree. 
Yet this young lady, fo fpoken of was 
foon, it was reported, to be married to a 
very amiable young man, the eldelt fon 
of Lord Elwin, witn whom Ihe had been 
contracted for feveral years. The match, 
as will*readily be fuppofed, was not of ‘ 
his chufing; neither was itofbers. The 
fathers had contrived it; and to fathers ‘ 
in general this ftory is addreffed. 

Sir'Williatfi Marl’den had been a very 
&ort time' at Belleforeft, when, as ha 


was»himfelf walking over $he grounds, 
and Henrietta, at the library window, 
was enjoying with her brother the 
fineft fummer evening, while his flute 
joined in the garden concert, the two lat¬ 
ter were furpriled by the l’udden throw¬ 
ing open of the park gates, and by the 
appearance of a long cavalcade, confid¬ 
ing of a chariot and fix, a phaeton and 
four, and three horfemin. , ( ’Tis an 

* invafion !* cried Sydney Marfden. 

* Where are the fire-arms?'—« r Tis the 
‘ De Lorraines,’ returned Henrietta, 
with a tone of Ennui. * Onrfelvesj not 

* the manfion, are threatened.’ 

THE RACES. 

It proved Ihe was right, and her tone 
of Ennui was inftinCt; for their neigh¬ 
bours, fuch as we have deferibed them, 
remained at Belleforeft for three hours; 
and it need not be added that their part¬ 
ing occasioned no regret. Henrietta 
found Mils De Lorraine the very laft: 
kind of young woman with whom Ihe 
could wilh to form an intimacy; for Ihe 
was difigreeably plain, referred, and 
formal, with only an appearance of much 
ill-health to be pleaded in her excufe. 
Her brother,'though the darling, was 
the perfect contraft of his mother, being- 
much more effeminate than would have 
become even her to be. flis attentions 
to Henrietta amounted tq^oftidoufnefs; 
but as they feemed to originate fiom an 
idea of their being requifite towards every 
Avoman, they gave her little difturbance* 

An acquaintance of ftrch a nature as 
this, it will he IV.i h couid not prove pro-i 
du&ive of materia) fatisfaCtion to a fa¬ 
mily like the Maridens; but from other* 
quarters of the neighbourhood they met - 
with ample amends; and when it was 
necelfary to vifit at Lorraine Hcufe, they 
performed the talk with relignatioli. 

Af the diftance of a few miles from 
Belleforeft ftood a fine houfe belonging 
to Lord Elwin, father of the intended 
hulband of Mifs De Lorraine; and Sir* 
William had not been long fettled in 
Berklhire, when that nobleman came 
into his neighbourhood, to refide there, 
as was fuppofed, until the marriage of 
his fon Ihould be concluded. That fon 
did not come with him, but was expeCt* 
ed down at Reading Races, which were 
to be within three weeks after. Lord 
Elwin returned with pun&uality at Belle¬ 
foreft the -compliments Sir William 
£* .Marital 
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Marfden had paid him at his own houfe 
on his firft coming to it; but they were 
not men to fuit each other., The for- 
mer was mean as a perfon of fafhion, 
and delpotilk as a father and a mafter; 
whilft the latter had a foul made up of 
honour, was the unformal friend ot his 
children, and the mild director-of his 
affe&ionate dependants. 

At the time pf the Rades, being at 
feme diftance from it, he removed to the 
town of Reading, and there every con- 
verfation was engroffed by the pompons 
appearance of the De Lorraines, and the 
expelled arrival of Lord El win's fon, 
who, however, was not feen in publick 
till the third evening. His prefence in 
the aflembly-room was early announced, 
and every eye was attentive when he 
ihould Hand up with his intended bride. 
Henrietta's curiofity, with that of others, 
was engaged; and the moment Mils De 
Lorraine arole from her feat, her obfer- 
vation was directed to the gentleman who 
led her up the room. But what was her 
furprize, what were htr emotions, when 
fhe beheld the very figure of the man 
whofe horfe had fo frightened her at the 
reviewl 4 Alas!' cried (he internally, 4 is 
4 it him! Was he Henry Davenport, the 
• fon of Lord Eiwin, the future hufband 
4 of her, who, of all women —- How 
4 unfortunate am I!’ Her father re¬ 
marked her aftonifhment, nor felt a fur- 
prize much inferior himfelf. He regret¬ 
ted, in lively terms, the unpromifmg 
profpell that lay before a young man to 
all appearance fo amiable, and who was 
fo well fpoken of; and when the ball was 
over, accofted him as a perfon to whofe 
politenefs he in fome meafure felt him¬ 
felf indebted, at the fame time re¬ 
queuing to fee him as often at Bdle- 
foreft as his leifure or his inclinations 
would permit. Can it be faid that the 
latter were likely to prevent his vifits 
there ? If they were, why did he ftart, 
why did he change colour, on being led 
up to Henrietta by her father* Why was 
his behaviour to his magnificent partner 
cold and inanimate throughout the even¬ 
ing ? And why, on parting for the night, 
did he afk of Henrietta, with a tone of 
deje&ion, and a ligh half fupprefled, if he 
had her permiffion, as well as Sir Wil¬ 
liam's^ to pay his refpelts to her at home ? 

The remainder of the Rates afforded 
little fatiftfallion, it will be fuppofed, to 
either party. When they were conclud¬ 
ed, the neighbouring families return- 
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ed to their own houfes, and vifitmg, re* 
porting, and converfation, reinforced 
by the fubjelt of the late diverhons, re * 
fumed their dominion. 

THE TETE-A-TtfTE. 

The attendance of Lord Eiwin at 
Lorraine Houfe became now very fre¬ 
quent; and it was thence inferred, that 
the connexion between the families 
would foon be fihally adj lifted. His 
lordfhip exulted highly in the profpell, 
for Mifs De Lorraine's fortune was 
large; and he often reprimanded his fon 
for not wearing a like appearance of-joy 
with himfelf. No fuch appearance could 
indeed be traced on his countenance: 
he fpent more time at Belleforefl than 
at tne abode of his miftrefs, and there 
only feemed to enjoy any tolerable de¬ 
gree of tranquillity. He formed a flrilk 
triendfliip with young Marfden, whofe 
difpofitions were altogether fimilar to 
his own; and, in the company of.his 
filler, the hours palled ort,by him rarely 
noticed. One morning, having rode 
over; on pretence of calling upon his 
friend, he found him abfent with Sir 
William; but was informed, that Mifs 
Marfden was at home, ami.in her drel*- 
fing-room. He begged admifTion, and 
was immediately condu&ed up flairs, 
where he difcov6 ed her at work, and fat 
down unformally on the fofabefideher; 
while fhe enquired after Lord Eiwin, and 
thefamily at Lorraine Houfe, with whom 
fhe knew he had dined the day before. 
His anfwers were cold and.uninterelled; 
till at length, on (peaking of young De 
Lorraine, he mentioned having heard a 
report of his being foon to pay his ad- 
dreffes to herfelf. * J. know nothing of 
*'it,’ replied Henrietta. His behaviour 
4 to me is the fame it is to every body 
4 *lfej that is, very complimental, and 
4 very trifling. I make no apologies to 
4 you for fuch exprefllons, becaufe I 
4 know you muft think of him as I do.* 
—* Perhaps I may,' returned Henry; 

4 but Hill, muft I not tell you, I am' 
4 forry to obferve fo little profpell of 
4 fucceeding in the negociation I have 
4 been defired to undertake?’— 4 What 
4 negociation?’—* Colonel De Lorraine 
4 has requefted me to fpeak in favour of 
4 his fon, to you and your brother; while 
4 he himfelf/expreflfed his wifhes con- 
4 cerning your union to Sir William 
4 Marfden* I told him it was a talk I 
* * wag 
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* was very unequal to, and begged to* 
‘ be exculed; but he would take no de- 

* rtial, though I confeffod myi'elf utterly 

* at a lols what to fay in favour of the 

* young gentleman, whom, in truth, I 

* knew lb little of. I am come, there- 7 
* * fore, this moi ning, to recommend him 

* to you 5 and ihtreat you will refle£f, 

* he is the heir of a noble fortune, and 
4 at the death of an uncle and his father 

* will bear a very high rank in life.'— 
4 That figure,' cried Henrietta, pointing 
to the reprelentation of a little Chineie 

. prince upon the chimney-piece, ‘ bore 
4 an higher one than-ever he will ; and 
f yet, I do entreat you, in my turn, 

* to believe, I never would have had 
4 him.’—‘ Mifs Marfden,’ exclaimed 
Henry, with affeflion, 4 there is not a 
1 man in the world who can be worthy 

* of you: if there was, it would be him 
4 who had a foul to love you as you de - 

. * ferve, and fortitude fwfficient to. for- 

* bear wounding you with the unavail- 
, * ing confeflion. 1 It was impofiible to 

nvftake the lignification of thefe words, 
and Henrietta was confounded by them ; 
#hen the Hidden prefence of her father 
and brother relieved her diftiefs, and 
fpared her the pain of framing an an- 
fwer to them. 

THE FATAL MARRIAGE. 

In a very Ihort time after this vifit 
and converlhtion, the day for Mifs De 
Lorraine's marriage'was fixed on; and 
Henry's profound deje£lion increafed as 
it drew near, till the morning before 
it, when, as he was break falling at Lor¬ 
raine Houfe, in company with the Marf- 
den family, letters, with the London 
mark, were put into liis hands. After 
be had lead them, his countenance in- 
llantiy cleared up; he aflumed a calm, 
and even chrarful, behaviour} and con- 
duffed himfelf, .if not with warmth, at 
Jeaft with the molt attentive politenels 
towards his bride, who feemed difpofed 
to confider his flightell mark of regard 
as the effefl of the livelieft pafiion. Hen¬ 
rietta’s liirprize was mollly excited by 
this change. She had been more ac¬ 
quainted with the fentimentsof his heart 
than any other, Lord Elwin excepted, 
vphom his ion had repeatedly implored 
to difengage him from a family it was 
,impofiible to efteera, and a woman he 
never could love. To Henrietta, there¬ 
fore, the alteration in, his manner was 


inexplicable. It pafied off, however, 
without being materially noticed; and 
even the next morning he appeared with 
the fame fettled air of compolure. Sir 
William, with his fon and daughter, was 
requeued to i'pend die day at Lorraine 
Hotife; and, impofiible as it was to de¬ 
cline it, they accompanied the family 
into the chapel, and witneffed the un- 
gi ateful ceremony. Ungrateful to Henry 
it appeared, indeed, lor he repeatedly 
changed colour while it was proceeding; 
and, not till the whole was concluded, 
refumed any marks of tranquillity. On 
their return, however, into the houfe, he 
received, in a becoming manner, the 
compliments that were paid him, thole 
excepted of Henrietta, for they Ifruck to a 
near his heart to be heard without emo¬ 
tion. Throughout the day, an unerring 
fenfe of propriety regulated his behavi¬ 
our; and, even as it advanced, he feemed 
more and more compofed, till the clock 
Ifruck eighr, when he arole, and left the 
company. Colonel De Lorraine had quit¬ 
ted the room but a few minutes before, 
fo that Henry’s departure was not re¬ 
marked, it being thought he had gone 
in fearch of the other; but each of them' 
ilaid fome time, and at length the colo¬ 
nel returned without his ion-in-law, 
whole ablence began to excite, not their 
liirprize only, but their uneafinefs: when, 
after near two hours were elapfed, in 
which they had heard nothing of him, and 
Sydney Marfden was preparing, at Lord 
Elwin’s requelf, to make enquiries after 
his ion; a lervant of that nobleman en-* 

, tered the room, and delivered to his ma¬ 
iler a letter, the leal of which he hallily 
broke open, and found, within, thele 
words— 

MY LORD, 

yOUR anger at the ftep I have taken 
A it is impofiible for me to apprehend, 

. fince yourfelt have driven me into it. The 
lady you defigned for me I never can 
love; yet, in compliance with your poli- 
tive will, I have married, though it is not 
in my power to live with her. I have 
exchanged into a regiment abroad; and 
am now on my load to Gibraltar, for 
which place 1 expeft to Embark early 
to-morrow morning. All piirluits miift 
therefore be vain; befides, that it would 
be incompatible with my duty to remain 
a day longer in England. I am lorry 
at being compelled to leave your lordlhip 
the unpleafant talk of breaking the 
knowledge 
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knowledge of this matter to the De Lor¬ 
raine family; but you mud indeed par¬ 
don me for faying, you have brought 
it all on yourfelf; for you have always 
well known how repugnant to the 
thoughts of fuch a match was the heart 
of your devoted ion, 

Henry Davenport. 

The fury of Lord Elwin after he had 
done reading this letter, the eager cu- 
fiofity of the ipe&ators to learn it’s con¬ 
tents, and the didrefs of the greater part 
of them when the truth was revealed, 
who may defcribe! I attempt not the 
yu&ure. Suffice it to fay, that in lefs 
time than five minutes the enraged no¬ 
bleman had formed fifty deiigns, each 
snore impra&icable than the other, and 
all of them abfurd to the extremed de¬ 
gree; that Colonel De Lorraine feemed 
choaking with fuppreiTed haughtinefs 
and choler; that his daughter, after faint¬ 
ing feveral times, and expreffing her far¬ 
row one moment by teais r andh£i* pride 
the next by inve&iVes, was carried ill to 
bed; and that the Marfdens, finding all 
opnfufion and difmav, and that it was 
impoffible for them to be of any l'ervice, 
left the fcene of tumult, and returned to 
Beilefored, late as it was. The next 
morning, on fending to enquire after 
Lord Elwin and the family, a gene¬ 
ral anfwerwas returned, that they were 
very well: that,.however, was not the 
cafe; for the high fpirit of the unfortu¬ 
nate Henry’s wife, added to her natural 
ill health, throwing her into perpetual 
faintings, very nearly overpowered her 
frame. It is fcarcely poffible to exprefs 
the uncommon noile that this adventure 
made in the neighbourhood; for it was 
not in the power of any of the parties to 
difguife the real truth. No one appeared 
fisrprifed at the drength of difguft that 
could induce a young man to behave in 
fueh a manner t© Inch a wife; and the 
family of theDc Lori nines were lb ge¬ 
nerally difliked, that few perfans felt 
any emotions of pity at the appearance 
of their iil-difguifed diffiefs. Th-. bo- 
fam of Henrietta, perhaps, though a$ 
fird the mod inclined of anv to mourn” 
the profpeft that lay before Henry Da- 
Vfcnport. was now the mod fenlible of 
commiieration; and die could not but 
blame him, as it was nor practicable for 
him to live with her, for marrying at all, 
without confidering the violent and un- 
•wquerabla temper of hi$ father, 


the Refusal. 

Several months elapfed without 
any intelligence concerning Henry ar¬ 
riving in England, excepting fuch as 
was imported by fame officers returning 
from Gibraltar; that he appeared in a 
date of the deeped de jection, and always 
intreated the commander ro place him 
in every pod that could be elteemed molt 
dangerous. Information of a nature 
- like this was not calculated to reftore 
much tranquillity to the breads of thofe 
who either wilhed his welfare, or his re¬ 
turn ; for they were very diftin&: the pray¬ 
ers of the De Lorraines arofe for the lat¬ 
ter; thofe of the Marfdens for the fird. 

It has already been mentioned, that at 
Colonel De Lorraine's requed, Henry, 
before his marriage, intimated to his fair 
friend fomething of a defign entertained 
by the, other family of uniting them- 
felves to Sir William’s by her means. 
This defign, though for a while negleCV- 
ed amid ft the tumult, was by no means 
laid afide, but rather leenied to gain ad¬ 
ditional drength from the troubles they 
felt, arifing from a different quarter. 
The colonel formally propoled his fan to 
the baronet, who returned the fameanfwer 
he had always done on ocoafions of the 
like nature—That he was as much the 
friend, as he was the father, of his daugh¬ 
ter; and that Ihe had a prudence he could 
rely on, even in a cafe where her own 
happinefs was concerned, the mod im r 
portant one to him: and, therefore, that 
tO'herfelf alone he referred him fora po- 
fitive accep ance or denial. The man 
to whom he fpoke had few feelings that 
correfponded with his, and feemed, con¬ 
sequently, much fin-prized at the reply} 
but only faid, that if fuch was his me¬ 
thod, the young gentleman himfelf might 
be the properelt adtireffer, and the mod 
likely one to fucceed. Sir William was 
filent; for, knowing his daughter as he 
did, he could be little able to join in 
opinion with him. 

In a few days after, Henrietta re¬ 
ceived a date viht from the perfanagefo 
totally unformed both by nature and art 
to winner affeilions, even though they 
had not been inclined to favour another* 
an amiable and unfortunate young Rmr, 
whom, though (he rightly confidered as 
lqft for ever to her, Ihe yet fobnd it im¬ 
poffible to forget. The event will bet 
readily imagined: (he declined his mag¬ 
nificent offers in the moffpofrtire, though 
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in the politeft terms; and, by fo doing, 
excited his aftonifhraent to a degree To 
extreme, that for fome foments lie was 
unable to expoftulates till, on her re¬ 
lating the firmelt of her expreflions, 
and at lad adding others ftill Wronger, 
in their nature, he arofe, enflamed with 
a reiemment he 'could ill dUguile, and 
that was mod uniikely to prove a temp¬ 
tation to her to alter her relolve; and left, 
the room, bowing profoundly, though, 
little of refpeft could be difeernedon his 
countenance^ Henrietta rejoiced at the 
cpnclufionot a talk lb difagreeable, and 
fincerely hoped that lhe might never 
again be teased with the folici rations of 
any of his family, whom lhe mud have 
knpwn very lightly to have luppofed 
capable pf repeating them. So great was 
their pride, and fo warm their .relent-* 
rnenf, at what they termed her contemp¬ 
tuous reie&imi, that no communication 
ever afier hibfifted between the houfes 
at Lorraine and Belleforett. In all com¬ 
panies they abu.ed her high /pint ,*and 
affe&ed to. pity the *u>eaknefs of her fa¬ 
therly fuch a method revealing to every 
one that truth they were mod ambitious 
to conceal, and which, but for their own 
injudicious behavipur, might never have 
been fufpe&ed. 

THE EVENT. 

In the mean time, Mil's De Lorraine’s 
health was far from being perfeftly re- 
eftablilhed; though pique and vexation, 
much more than/any tender lentiment, 
had affe&edit in the recent fhock; Yet 
time had fenfibly abated her emotions; 
and, at the end of fix months from her 
marriage, the idea of Henry Davenport 
recurred without occalioning her much 
didurbance; and lhe was vifjbly gaining 
ftrength in as material -a degree as her 
conditution feemed likely ever to allow 
of, when, at the above-mentioned pe¬ 
riod, sn intelligence arrived from Gib¬ 
raltar, that at once effe&ually bladed all 
her hard-gained compofure; and, by the ( 
fw prize it caufed, threw her back into 
h?r woift ftages of health. The inteU 
ligencc I freak. of was, that of her huf- 
band’s death, killed on guard by a fe- 
cret fhot. Her bread was incapable of 
love; yet, from* the weakneis of her 
frame, fhe was as much affe&ed as if he 
had been inexpreffibly dear to her. 
What, then# were the feelings of Hen¬ 
rietta, who had a heart foicepdbleof the 
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tendered emotions; and who how, for 
the fird time, difcovejred the full firength 
of her attachment towards the ill-fated 
vi&irn of his father’s avarice! What, 
too, were the feeling* of that father, who 
frad the pangs of an upbraiding con¬ 
science tofu tlain, in addition totheforrow 
lie felt for the lofs of the elded, and the 
mod amiable of his Ions! I fupprefa 
them both, for they will readily be con¬ 
ceived; and return t<5 the De Lorraines, 
who, aifli&ed as they were atthedate ia 
which they beheld their daughter, had 
‘the mortification to find every effort thejr 
could make to fave her frmtlefs, for 
die lived three weeks only after the laft 
news refpe&ing her hufbaad arrived. 
Lord Elwin, more able to combat with 
adverfity, furvived the fhock; but he 
furvived it only to deplore the wretched, 
effc&s of his pofitive tyranny; and to 
mourn, while waiting for. the return of, 
his fecond foil from abroad, with bitter* 
anguifh, the event that recalled him 
home. That fon, whofe name was 
George, was on his travels; for, from a 
collateral line, be inherited an eftafe by 
no means inconsiderable; and, at the 
time we are now arrived at, was at the 
Emperor’s court, from whence an Englifh. 
gentleman returning, who had been there 
on a footing of much intimacy with him^ 
fpokeof his morals, manners, and difpo- 
fition, in terms of the higheft praife. He 
reported him to be universally beloved, 
and a model for every young Englifh-' 
man who travelled for improvement: an 
article generally brought home pf al| 
others the leaft by whpleiale. Information 
of a nature like this, refpeiling the now 
prefumptive heir of his honours and 
eftate* could not but impart fome confo- 
lation to. the bofora of a father; and 
Lord Elwin, on receiving it, reiterated 
his orders for the immediate return of~ 
his fon, whom he had not feen forabove 
five years, having fent him, at the age 
of nineteen*, to a foreign academy. 

The grief of Henrietta, in the mean¬ 
time, though it gpew lei's poignant than 
at firft, became not by any means lef* 
rooted in her heart. This truth fhe en¬ 
deavoured to conceal from the penetrat¬ 
ing and affectionate eyes of Sir William 
and ^er brother; but the talk was be. 
yondber abilities. They obferved, with 
infinite regret, that the fenriments of 
forrow foe nourifhed, infenfiby preyed 
upon her; and, by every art of tender 
per&aiifltt. ftrevc gently to lead off her 
affections 
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affe&ions to Tonic pther obiell, and in¬ 
duce her, in time, to marry. Infinuations 
of this nature (he never made any reply 
to; till Lord El win intimated to her 
father a wifli that, at Tome future period, 
in cafe the young people proved agree¬ 
able to each other, an alliance might take 
place between his family and theirs, by 
means of his Ton, whom he foon expelled 
in Berkihire, and whole chaialler gene¬ 
ra) fame fpoke of as To unexceptionable. 
Henrietta then firmly made an Twer, (he 
could not hear of it, be Geoige Daven¬ 
port what he might; and intieated her 
father, in cafe Lord Elwin (hould ever 
again enter on the fubiell, to tell him, 
iuch a (cheme mull positively not be en¬ 
tertained. 


THE BROKEN RESOLVE. 

About this time, a friend of Sir 
William Marfden, whom he had long 
hoped to fee at Belleforeft, arrived there 
from London, where he always refided 
the winter and fpring. His name was' 
Clitheroe, an old and very valuable ac¬ 
quaintance of the baronet, andthegod- 
. father of both his children. From him 
the reports circulated refpelling Mr. Da¬ 
venport gained additional ftrength; for 
he had left him in town, where he had" 
arrived but the week before, and from 
whence he was very foon to fet off for his 
father's feat, Clitheroe's praife on the 
Tubjell of this young man, though he had 
never met with him before, knew no 
bounds. The apparent fweetnels of his 
diipofition, the manlinefs of his conduit, 
the elegance of his deportment, and the 
beauty of his countenance, were themes 
to him inexhauftible; and when, on 
learning this favourable opinion, Sir 
William mentioned to him the circum- 
ftances of Lord Elwin's intimation, and 
his' daughter’s repugnance, Clitheroe 
paly funled*, and faid, he apprehended, 
unlefs (he was really infenfibJe to what 
was moll engaging, that the fon might 
rove more i’ucceTsful;( efpeciafly as he 
ad f >oke/i of her in very high terms, 
and had declared to hfmlelf that it would 
not be in his power to help envying the 
happinels of that man who fiiould prove 
the chofen favourite of Mifs Marfden. 

Thefe expreffions gave her much dis¬ 
turbance* and even furprize; for though 
fhe had frequently met with George Da- 
yenportbefore he left England, lhe could 
pop fuppofe that her then girhih attrac¬ 


tions had made fueh an impreflion on 
the mind of a boy of eighteen' or nine- • 
teen, and drove vainly to recolleft any 
little particularities in his behaviour to- 
wards her at the time. At length, (be 
concluded that he muff have received ia- 
ftru&ions refpelling his preient conduit 
from Lord Elwin, and that idea height¬ 
ened thedifguft (he had entertained before. 
However, much confolation prefented it- 
felf in the thought of her father's gen- 
tlenefs of temper; and, f cure that his af- 
TeHion would never drive to con (train 
her inclinations, (he awaited, withcom- 
pofure, the time when «heir titled neigh¬ 
bour (hould introduce his fon at Belle- 
foreff, which he had proraifed to do the 
day after his arrival. 

That circum(lance took place within 
a week after Clitheroe'* firft reception at 
the houfe of his friend. They were in¬ 
formed of it the fame evening by fome 
chance vilitovs who had (een his carnage 
pafs by, and had obJ’erved the livery of 
it’s followers; confequently, the riext 
morning, Lord Elwin was expeHed-~by 
Henrietta, with an uneafinefs (he could 
not overcome; by her father, with a fe- 
cret hope, though a failing confidence; 
and byClitheroe,with undoubtingexulta- 
tion. Thefe feveral emotions became 
each more violent; when, near one o'clock, 
the gates of the park were allually open¬ 
ed, and two gentlemen were obferved 
riding up towards the houfe. Henrietta 
was above (lairs in her drefling-room, 
and judged it mod proper to remain there 
till (he (hould be called down, which 
it was natural for her to expeH to bo 
every moment; yet did there above three 
quarters of an hour elaple, during which 
time (he heard no human (bund of any 
kind whatever. It was odd, and (he 
felt fome furprize; but dill was pteafed 
at the opportunity of (lengthening her- 
felf againft the fo much boaffed attrac¬ 
tions of George Davenpott, by the che- • 
riffled remembrance of his unfortunate 
brother. She Tat down on the foffl where 
he had relied at the time of his mention¬ 
ing young De Lorraine, and wept at the 
recolie&ion of his gentle manrierp and 
unhappy fate. At that inffant her bro¬ 
ther entered the room, lent by his father 
to bring her to the company; and (tie 
arofe, immoveably determined not to wa¬ 
ver from her firlt rel’olution; and with 
no other fentiments in her heart for the 
perfon to whom (he was going to be in¬ 
troduced, but thofe of fettled indificrepce, 
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cr rather diflike, (he confidered him 
then as in fome degree the fupplanter 
of her favourite Henry. Thefe ideas 
gathered drength as (he communicated 
them to her brother on their wav 5 nor did 
he ftrive to combat them till they ar¬ 
rived at the door of the parlour, when 
Sydney, putting one arm round her waift, 
led her ia with \he other hand. His 
aftion fomewhat furprifed her; however, 
(he went on unhefitatingly towards her 
father and Lord Elwin, who were (land¬ 
ing near one of the windows, without 
the fon of the latter, who being with 
Clitheroc at the bottom of the room, be¬ 
low the door, had (food behind Henrietta 
at her entrance. She paid her compli¬ 
ments to Lord Elwin,-and afterwards 
turned round to repeat them to the Mr. 
Davenport (he expected to behold; when, 
with his aims acrofs, Jeaning againd the 
wall, what figure (truck her eye? Even 
that of Henry, her lamented Henry, 
whom (he had mourned fo long, and to¬ 
wards whom (he had determined un¬ 
changing fidelity! The care of Sydney 
ftijl fupported her: without it, (he had 
perhaps funk; and, even as it was, her 
arms fell iifelefs'befide her; and (he 
(food, a ftatue-looking form, with her 
eyes fixed on the caufer of her adonifh- 
~ ment. Need it be added, that he, with 
unfeigned affection, advanced, to prove 
that no delufion was offered to her light; 
or that the filent wonder, which then 
podeded her, foon yielded place to the ten¬ 
dered emotions of joy?* Yet, till thi* 
miracle was explained to her, fome 
amazement it was natural (hould re¬ 
main. Lord Elwin removed it. The 
report of Henryks fall arofe, he informed 
'her, from the circumdance of his hav¬ 
ing really been dangeroufly wounded on 
guard, and laying ter near twenty-four 
hours to all appearance dead, during 
which time the difpatches had been lent to 
England. Contrary winds, he added, 
had for fo many weeks prevented far¬ 
ther intelligence arriving, that he was 
diffidently recovered to return home; at 
the.fame time-that the regiment he be¬ 
longed to left Gibraltar, with the pon- 
tradi^Uve news of his being dill aljve, 
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Clitheroe then, who had been prefent 
throughout the whole of this fcene r ad¬ 
mired his ingenious midake, in having 
become acquainted with, and always 
fpeaking ©f, Henry Davenport, fup- 
pofing him to have been his brother, who! 
dill remained at Vienna; for he had learn¬ 
ed the falfity of the report immediately 
after his father's orders arrived, and in 
confequence forbore to attend to them. 

The information (he received tended 
to convince Henrietta that the objefts be¬ 
fore her were abfolutely real, and that (he 
had not been deceived by a phantom 5 
yet was it a confiderable time before (he 
could poflibly compofe her mind fuffi¬ 
ciently to talk with any degree of cohe¬ 
rence. At length, however, the expref- 
fions of her father's plealure, and the 
Toothing voice of her revived friend, re- 
ftored her fpirits to their natural datej 
and fhe congratulated Lord Elwin with 
teflimonies of i.nfuppreffed delight. He 
received them with a joy equal to hec 
own, at the fame time reproaching his 
lhterefted views as the fource of every 
forrow they had felt. On this fubjeft 
he was filenced by his fon, who affirmed 
the prefent fatisfaftion to be ample 
amends for all; and by Sir William 
Marfden, who, as had before been con¬ 
certed, took hold of his daughter's hand, 
and placed it within that of Henry, joint¬ 
ly prefented by his father and himfelf. 

4 Now,’ faid Lord Elwin, 4 the interfe- 
4 rence of adl.il angry Heaven alone can 
4 prevent my becoming blefled, I had 
4 nearly dedroyed the lading peace of 
4 mind of two amiable young perfons,' 
4 defigned,I am convinced,for each other, 

4 and nothing but a miracle could turn 
4 afide the mifehief I had plotted. A mi- 
r racle’has been allowed. My fon is re- 
4 (lored to life; he has forgiven his father, 

4 and, for many years to come, may the 
* 4 happinefs of Henry and Henrietta 
4 prove a reproaefato the tyranny of fuch 
4 parents as, not content with dominion 
4 over £h tperfons of their children, would 
4 conftrain their Joints alfo, which the 
4 Almighty alone knows, properly, hqvy. 
4 to guide!’ 


THE COBLER 

T HERE have been, nowand then, 
extraordinary inftances of pa- 
trio if n and publick fpirit, even among 
VOL. II, . * 


OF MESSINA, 

the lowed ranks irr fociety. Of this we 
have-a memorable and mod fiirprifing 
example, in the dory of the Colder of 
E Medina, 
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Medina. It happened pretty late in the difeover the author or authors of thefe 
laft century, and ferves abundantly to murders} projnifing, at the fame time, 
prove that publick fpirit is the growth of the like reward, with an abfolute in- 
cvei y degree. f demnity to the peribn who had don$ 

The Cobler of Medina was an honeft them, if he would difeover himielf; and, 
plan; he was alfo a man of reflexion, as a pledge of his fincerity, he went to 
He faw the corruption, luxury, and op- the cathedral, and took the facrament, 
predion, under which his country la- that he would pup&ually perform every 
boured. He faw rapes unpuniftied; adul- tittle of his proclamation, 
teries unreproyed; barbarous murder^ The Cobler went dire&ly to the pa- 
cither fereened by church-fan&uaries, or lace, and demanded audience of the Vice- 
atoned for by money; in a word, he faw roy; to whom, upon his declaring that 
an univerfal degeneracy of manners, he had fomething of great importance to 
partly from the want of will, partly communicate, be was admitted alone, 
from the want of power, in the govern- He began with putting his Excellency 
ment, to chaftife offenders. In this lltua- in mind of his oath, who affured him 
tion, he refoived to undertake the ardu- he meant to keep it religiously. The 
ous talk of reforming thefe diforders, Cobler then proceeded to the following 
and thought it both lawful and expe- harangue. ‘ I, Sir, have been alone 
client to become at once the avenger of * that inftrument of juftice, who dif- 
the innocent, and the terror of the * patched, in fo (hart a time, fa many 
guilty. * criminals, In doing this. Sir, I have 

He accordingly faliied out in the even- * done no more than what was your duty 
5 ngs ;' and, as proper opportunities of- 4 to do. You, Sin, who in reality, a re 
fered, di(patched (uch as he knew to be 4 guilty of all the offences which thefe 
incorrigible offenders. As there were in 4 wretches committed, defervfcd the fame 
Medina a great number of thefe over- 4 chaftifement, and had met with it too, 
grpwn criminals, the Cobler, in the fpace * had J not refpe&ed the reprefentativc 
of a few weeks, did a world of execu- * of my prince, who I know is account- 
tion. The fun never rofe without'dif- * able to God alone.’ 
covering frefh marks of his juftice: here The Viceroy, who was thoroughly 
lay an ufurer, who had ruined hundreds; convinced that he told him no more than 
there amurijuftniagiftrate, who had been the truth, repeated his affurances of fafe- 
the curfe of thoufands; in one aorner, a ty, and thanked him very affe&ionately 
nobleman, who had debauched his far the tendernefs he had (hewn himj 
friend's wife; iu another, a man of the adding, after all, he was ready to pay 
fame rank, who, through avarice ar am him the two thoufand crowns, 
bition, had proftituted his own; but as Our Cobler returned the Viceroy’9 
the bodies were always left untouched, compliments, in his rough way : but told 
with all their ornaments about them, and him that, after what had paffed, he be- 
very often yvith confiderable fums in their lieved it would be but prudent in him to 
pockets, it was vifible they were not dif- make choice of feme other city for his 
patched for the fake of money, and their habitation. 

numbers made it as evident that they did The Viceroy then ordered a Tartan® 
not fall vi&ims to private revenge. to tranfport the Cobler, his family, his. 

It is not in the power of words to de- effe&s, and two thoufand crowns, to on® 
feribe the aftonilhment of the whole city: of the ports in tHte dates of Genoa, where 
things came at laft to fuch a pafs, that he palled the remainder of his days in 
not a rogue of any rank whatever durft eafe and quiet; and the city of Medina 
walk the ftreets. At laft, the Viceroy felt, for a long time after, the good e£- 
caufed publick proclamation to be made, fe&s of his enthufiaftick zeal for the pub- 
that he would give the fum of two thou- lick good, 
fand crowns to any perfou who (hould 
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ELIZA; 

OR. 


THE FAIR 
BY MR. 

LI 2 A Was the beauteous offspring 
of a fond but whimiicai couple, 
whole peculiar abfiirdities were long the 
jell, as (he was deferveclly the admiration, 
of Bath, and it’s poli/hed environs. 
'Though her education had been confin¬ 
ed, and regulated on a plan of uncom¬ 
mon ftupidjiy, yet fo lavifh had Nature 
bectl of every mental endowment, that 
very little aid was required from art to 
give each it’s full degree of brilliancy 
and effect. Thofe who beheld her could 
not but admire the graceful eal'e of her 
deportment, and wondered whence (lie 
drew thole large (applies of reafon and 
humour which enriched and enlivened 
her convention. With all thefe marks 
of fuperiority, Eliza had none of that 
frivolous vanity which feems almoft in- 
feparable from female excellence* If 
(he at times converfed with freedom on 
the moft interefting topicks, it was evi¬ 
dently rather to gratify the inclination 
of others, who never could liden to her 
but with plealure, than to indulge a Vo¬ 
lubility of fpeech, from which few of 
the amiable lex can plead an entire ex¬ 
emption. This obfeivation, however, 
is by no means intended as faivaitick, 
fince it is to that circumftance we owe 
more than three*fourths of the charms 
which embellilh fociety. 

The parents of Eliza, as it has already 
been mentioned, poffeffed very few, if 
any, of her amiable qualities: they were, 
however, what the world would have 
(filed good fort of people, had they con¬ 
tinued to act that part in it with which 
they began their career, and for which 
alonenaturfehad evidently defigned them* 
Bat, if what Mr. Pope lays be true, that, 

* men would be angels, angels would 
‘ be gods,’ and by that afpiring pre- 
fumption throw every thing into c&nfu- 
fionj we may with equal reafon afl'ert, 
that all is nonfenie and ridicule, when 
the illiterate vulgar ru(h from their nar¬ 
row fphere, and make atikward attempts 
.to move with eclat in that of fuperior 
beings. This was literally the cafe with 
our prelent couple, from the time of 


FUGITIVE* 

FISHER. 

their quitting their (Hop in Cornhifl, to 
their retiring to a fuperb villa in the vi- 
cinity of Bath, and thus exchanging the 
centre of bufinefs for that of quality and 
diflipation. The hulband having once 
conceived this fage idea, was not under 
the neCellity of enforcing compliance 
with his cara fpofa oh this as on fome 
former occafions: the purpofe in view 
had been the primitive and glorious ob¬ 
ject of all her exertions and ambition; 
for this (he had toiled and ceconomized 
with unexampled frugality; while her 
no lefs &ffkinoiis partner was driving his 
bargains at ’Change, or negotiating 
loans in the Alley. An additional plumb 
to that of which they were already pof- 
fefied would fcarcely have afforded her 
more real fatisfa&ion than the arrival 
of that period for which (he had fo long 
fighed. ' P 

Having fixed on their place of refi- 
dence, and made an ample provilion of" 
whatever was necefiary to the very fplen- 
did figure they were now determined to 
make in the world, they were conveyed 
thither in the full triumph of a coach 
and fix, attended by a numerous reti¬ 
nue, to the great furprize and amufe- 
ment of all who knew or beheld them. 
Their mode of life did not d i (grace theii? 
equipage-; and- their Bath villa ioon be¬ 
came the refort of all who thought pro¬ 
per to regale and divert themfelves at 
their expence* The wines and viands 
were greatly extolled by thofe who 
piqued themfelves on Epicurean tafte, 
and their excellence was (till more effec¬ 
tually proved by the moft aftonifhing 
confimjpfion of both at every quick-re¬ 
peated entertainment. The table con¬ 
vention was fuch as might naturally 
be expected from guefts whofe chief de- 
fign in retorting thither was to difplay* 
their wit in ironical compliments to the 
mafter and miltrefs of the banquet, who 
fwallowed the bait with equal (duplicity 
and fatisfa&ion. The peculiar grace or 
the latter, in her method of carving, was 
never fuffered to pals unnoticed; ahd 
when, as was frequently the cafe, adiffr 
Fa ot 
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or a failce-boat was overturned in the 
Operation) fome perfon was ever ready 
to obferve that accidents of that nature 
might happen to the moft alert and etfpe-, 
rienced. Thefe Tallies and inuendoes 
being perfectly underftood by the par¬ 
ties prefent, ufually produced convulfive 
fits of mirth; in which Eliza was the 
only perfon who did not take a part: 
and on this account' (he was frequently 
reproached for her want of tafte and 
fpirit; while tacit difapprobation was 
tne only expreflion of her pity and con¬ 
tempt. It was not in ,the nature of 
things that the follies of her infatuated 
parents (hould efcape her difcermnent; 
yet (he knew how* to refpeCt them in 
thole follies, and waited for the moment 
when time and experience might open 
their eyes, and give a new turn to their 
purfuits. 

But what more than all contributed to 
fupport the fund of merriment, was the 
fuppofed antiquity of her father’s fa¬ 
mily, on which he valued himfelf moie 
than on all he poftefied. To prove his 
pretenfions in this way, for fuch they 
moft literally were, the bottles and 
glaffes were removed to make way for a 
large roll of parchment, containing his 
pedigreefrom namelefs generations. The 
family name was originally Nidrom, 
which, by an apt tranfpofition of the 
. two letters m and d, was now changed 
into Nimrod, as he proved himfelf to a 
demonftration lineally defcended from 
that celebrated hunter, which was alio 
a fufficient authority for a flag’s head, 
by way of ere ft, in his arms, and two 
bucks for fupporters. To Nimrod, 
^Efq* was invariably added; and Sir was 
' not unfrequently prefixed to Alexan¬ 
der; though he was prudently fiient as 
to the time and occafion of his obtaining 
the honour of knighthood. My lady 
might have been equally puzzled to ac¬ 
count for her title, had not the polite¬ 
nets, or rather policy, of her vifitors, 
made them wave all difagreeable quef- 
tions while in her prefence, and thus 
rivetted .both in the filly delufion. Eli¬ 
za, whole tender heart was wounded by 
the daily repetition of this farce in high 
life, was often tempted to remonftrate 
with her parents in private; but when at 
laft (he did venture to break through her 
nfual referve, ha* intention was miicon- 
ftrued into infolence and difrcfpeCt, and 
flte was ordered* not to prefume to cen- 
fure tlieir conduCt, which ought to be 


the model of her own . The delicacy of 
filial piety made her feemingly acquiefce 
in what (he knew to be pregnant with 
abfurdity; efpejially as (he clearly faw 
that the feeds of folly were too deeply 
fown to be eradicated by her feeble ex¬ 
ertions: (he therefore gave up the point 
as abfolutely defperate, an4 waited with 
refignation, till Death, or more welcome 
Hymen, (hould remove her from a feene 
fo irkfome and painful to her feelings. 
Alas! how vain and precarious are moft , 
of our wifhes ! and how often do we 
look forward to fome diftant point with 
eager defire, which when attained only 
leaves room for deeper regret, arid more 
heartfelt lorrows! 

Had Eliza been left by her parents, 
as fhe was by Heaven and Nature, free . 
in her choice of a partner for life, her 
good fenfe and penetration would doubt- 
lefs have been the guide to her affeCtions, 
and fixed them on an objeCt deferving 
of fo much lovclinefs and perfections 
but even in this point, which was to de¬ 
termine nothing lefs than her happineis 
or mifery for ever, was Eliza doomed . 
to be the Have of parental authority, at 
the ex pence of every fuggeftion of rea- 
fon, every'fentiment and feeling of her 
foul. 

And will Eliza fubmit to this moft 
unnatural ftretch of power ? No: Na¬ 
ture fhrinks back at the gloomy profpe& 
which ratift then be opened to her view; 
(he fees it in all it’s horrors; duty for 
one moment keeps reafon in thoughtful 
fufpenfe. ’Tis paft! her refolutions are 
taken; and much is her fpirit to be com¬ 
mended for thus claiming thofe facred 
rights which cruel oppreflion would have . 
extorted from her. This was done by 
a timely elopement; for which no peribn 
will, I believe, be inclined to blame her, 
who attends to the following faithful 
portrait of her*intended hufband. 

This very hopeful youth had little in 
his form, and nothing in his fentiments,. 
to diftingui(h him from the brute crea^- 
tion; though his manners had received 
every aid from cultivation, and at firft 
fight (poke too much in favour of his 
chara&er. Never, perhaps, were the 
fool and villain more compleatly 'blended 
than in his compofition; and the too par- . 
tinT indulgence of a fond mother corre- 
fponded but too well with the evidentde- 
fign of nature ir. his original formation. 
A too great applicat on to books, (h^ 
would obferve, might pofllbly pro^ 
injurio U g 
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Jnjarious to health; and, as her fon, 
thank Heaven! was not born to ac¬ 
quire, but to fpend, a fortune, he would 
lurely have as much learning as was ne- 
ceffary for a gentleman. The molt un- 
leftrained pra&ice of every fpecies of 
gaming was admitted on the plea of 
gentility, and all his vices were excuied 
becaufe they were not of a vulgar caft, 
but thofe of a gentleman. Thus was he 
early initiated into irregularities; and 
feldom, if ever, retired from lcenes of 
nofturnal riot but in a ftate of wretched 
intoxication. Woman, that laft and 
beft gift of Heaven to man! that love- 
lieft image of his kindnefs, and faired 
work of his creation! woman was only 
prized by this intemperate fon of lewd- 
nel’s, as Ihe fubmitted to be the venal in- 
itrument of his pleafures; and all that 
he knew of conjugal felicity was, that it 
would be his province to command— 
that of his pafiive confort to be filent 
and to obey. His heart had never been 
warmed by onfe generous feeling; bru¬ 
tality was the tell of his focial ties; and 
his haughtinefs to thofe beneath him 
was only furpafltd by his lervility to fu- 
periors when fubmifiion pointed out the 
obvious path to intereft. 

Such was the man lele&ed by the pa¬ 
rents of Eliza from a numerous train of 
admirers. Should it be afked what 
could pollibly induce them to give him 
the preference, the only reafqn that can 
be alligned is the extent of his influence, 
the number of his titles, and that allur¬ 
ing ignis fatuus, his pedigree. Thele 
were to fupply the want of lenfe, honour, 
and (uch other requifites as can alone in 
any clegrte indemnify the tender lex for 
the. refignation of liberty and that itre- 
fkiible empire which beauty enfures to 
tbCm over every fubjeft heart. Deter - 
tnined not to be the prey of fuch a mon- 
fter, Eliza fled, taking with her in mo¬ 
ney and jewels what would provide de¬ 
cently for her future-Support, and fought 
an afylum in the houfe of a friend and 
diftant relation, who lived retired from 
the world in a very remote part of the 
country. 

Misfortune, hpwever, attended her 
to this retreat; for, having depefited her 
little property with a merchant at the 
ufual rate of intereft, he foon became a 
bankrupt, and ihe was left with no re- 
fqurces but fuck as muft flow through 
th* narrow cliannels of what is impro¬ 
perly called friendly benevolence. She 


now foon experienced thofe flights which 
usually attend a life of dependence; and 
refolved to quit, a houfe where fhe clearly 
perceived fhe was no longer a welcome 
ueft: but whilft fhe was revolving in 
er anxious mind on what plan ihe 
ihould determine for her future fupport, 
the arrival of two fervants from her fa¬ 
ther convinced her fhe had been betrayed 
by the perfon on whole fidelity (he had 
relied for proteftion. Entreaties, fhe 
knew, would be loft upon mercenary, 
fouls; and, having no money to offer as 
the price of her.freedom, fhe fubmitted 
to the hard law of neceflity with becom¬ 
ing fortitude, and ftepped into tnechaife 
prepared for her, fully determined to aft 
the only part which could now relcue her 
from worfe than deftruftion. 

On her arrival at Bath, fhe appeared 
perfectly compofcd in her aftions ; juf- 
tified her conduft in few words; was 
callous to reproaches, which Ihe was 
confcious fhe did not deferve; and ftill 
more lb to menaces, which were far lefs 
terrible to her imagination than the threat¬ 
ened marriage, to Which fhe repeated- 
her mod determined averfion. Every 
thing was however prepared for the nup¬ 
tials; and, on the appointed day, fhe 
was dragged like a victim to the al¬ 
tar. 

The clergyman, however, did not 
find Eliza lb ready to ani'wer queftions 
as he was to alk them; or, at lcaft, in 
the way that he expecled, and her pa¬ 
rents could have wifhed. She protelted 
again if the violence offered her, in terms 
of juft yet modqft indignation; inter¬ 
rupted the parfon more than once in the 
ufual preamble; and when at length the 
decisive queftion was put, ftie anlwered 
* NoT in a tone of refolution which im¬ 
mediately deftroyed all hopes of con¬ 
cluding the ceremony. 

Old Nimrod exclaimed, that the girl 
was all perverfenels; and my lady pro¬ 
nounced her mad: to wniefi Eliza re¬ 
plied with a fmile, that in either cafe 
fhe was in a very improper ftate for mar¬ 
riage, and consequently hoped they 
would excufe her objections. The dis¬ 
appointed bridegroom declared, with an 
oath, that if fhe would not, fome other 
would, and that it made very little dif* 
ference to him: while the parfon and 
clerk retired with difguft at the lots of 
their rclpeftive fees. 

Among others who were prefect at 
this ceremony, was a ftranger of gen¬ 
teel 
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tfltl appearance, and who feemed'greatly 
intereded in what had engaged all his 
attention. The youth, the beauty, and 
perhaps more than all, the peculiar fili¬ 
ation of Eliza, had made the deepeft 
iiUpreflions on Iris mind, and produced 
aitioft effectual revolution ih his heart. 
To feel for the di It refs and injuries of 
this fofter (ex is a fentiment fo eflential 
to the idea of true courage and honour, 
that we may in general pronounce that 
man every way unworthy of life who 
befitates one moment to l'acrifice it for 
their defence or refeue. Horatio vvas not 
a perfon of lb dailardly a lbul; and, yet 
uncertain whether the intereli he took in 
Eliza's fate proceeded from compafliqn 
or love, herefolved, at all events, to re- 
drefs her wrongs without delay. But 
before the means he adopted to eft eft 
this purpofe aredeferibed, it will he pro¬ 
per to give the reader a juft idea of his 
rank and cha after. • Both thefe were 
fiich as to entitle him to univerfal elteem, 
though the latter was remarkable for one 
trait, which was rather extraordinary in 
a perfon-of his (trong lenle and manly 
benevolence. This was nothing lefs 
*hdn a rooted prejudice againit the fe¬ 
male character, as neceflarily fraught 
with levity, inconftancy, and deceit; lb 
that, though he was really the fjiend 
and-advocate of the fex in one lenle, he 
might be confidered aimolt in the lisdit 
of an enemy in another. His mis¬ 
fortune, it feems, had been, at an early 
age, to be familiar with none but the 
molt abandoned of the Ax; and fiuh 
were the difgults excited in him fiom 
thefe juvenile feenes of indelicacy, that 
he had formed a refolution never to make 
the happinefs of his life depend on a fe¬ 
male who might probably be tinged 
with lome portion of thofe vices which 
bad infnired him with fuch horror and 
deteftation. Though a man of pcrftft 
candour in other rtfpe6V«, in this he 
proved himfelf moll iiliheially unjuft; 
condemning, like many others, the whole 
for the errors of a few, when even they 
perhaps ought rather to be coniidered as. 
obiefls of companion than contempt. 

Dear, tender, yet too often injured 
woman! never let me lofe an epportu- 
nity of aflTejring thy worth, or of vindi¬ 
cating thy character. To ih.ee we owe 
whatever can tend to refine the joys, and 
foothe the cares of life; and if, in the 
general dillribution, a few (light imper¬ 
fections may have talien to thy (hare, 


let them rtot Be feen through file mfcm* 
fcopick eye of malevolence, but lhvrltef 
loft in the brightnels of thy perfe£tions< 
Too well can I account for all thy teem¬ 
ing foibles in the tyranny of thatufurper 
who would gladly mark thee for hts 
Have; and often do I bluflt for the bru¬ 
tality of my ruder fex, when 1 fee it in- 
fult the eafe and gentlenels of thine! 

Had Horatio giVen way to fentiments 
like thete, he would doubtlefs never have 
determined, in the full vigour of youth, 
to relinqoifh thofe charms which cart 
only be found in the fociety and affec¬ 
tion of a virtuous female, without con- 
fidering that life* devoid of that inva¬ 
luable hleiiing, is at bell but a cheer* 
lefs and dreary feene. A fhort expe¬ 
rience, hovvever, had taught him, while 
he langu fhed in the profufion of fortune, 
that there is a void m the human heart 
which woman alone was made to .fill; 
without whom, pieafure, and even re* 
pole, muft he banished from it for ever. 
Tines convinced of his error, Horatio 
only waited for a proper opportunity of 
retrieving it; and he thought he law in 
the perlbn of Eliza what he had fo long 
del paired of ever being able to find. 
There is a native eloquence in the fe¬ 
male eye, that fpeaks conviction more 
feelingly to the heart than all the powers 
of diction combined, and this had in 
one glance (poke oracles to that of Ho¬ 
ratio. 

Hiving determined on his plan of 
operations in the conqueft he had in 
view, which, as the reader will obferve, 
was literally a coup de main, he went 
unattended to the houfe of old Nimrod; 
and with as little ceremony as Aimwell 
in the Stratagem, told him he was come 
to, take away his daughter. * Aye!’ 
faid the father, in a confounded paflionj 
4 and what right have you to claim my 
* daughter, Sir ?’—* That,* replied Ho¬ 
ratio, 4 which I derive from love; 4 and 
which this fword,* added he, drawing 
it, 4 is ready to dilpute with any human 
4 being!’ The fight of a drawn (word 
in the hands of a defperate and ftout 
young, fellow, fuch as was Horatio, ef¬ 
fectually cooled old Nimrod’s rage and 
courage: he therefore only (aid, with a 
faltering voice, that lince die had refuled 
to marry the man of his choice, he‘ 
would not give her a (hiding. ‘ It !9 
4 not your puife,’ anfwered Horatio 
with dildain, 4 but your daughter, that 
4 I come for!' and, gently teiziug her 

hand. 
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feand* be led her with him out of the 
apartment, without farther explanations ; 
leaving the parents to make what com¬ 
ments they might pleafe on his mode of 
proceeding. 

Eliza, who at firft had followed her 
new lover with fome miftruft and reluc¬ 
tance. was loon convinced of his ho¬ 
nourable intentions, by the proposals pf 
marriage which he made to her, and 
which were brought tq effsft in a few 
days after this their firft aufpicious in¬ 
terview. Never, I believe, had any 
man more reafon to blefs the name of 
Hymen than Horatio, or woman more 
caufe than Eliza to revere that of her 
hulband. The yawning bend, Ennui, 
never once was known to break in on 
their felicity; nor was the voice of Dil- 
content ever heard within their doors. 
Every action was (pontaneous, and the 
idea of unlimited obedience could not 
poffibly find admittance in minds which 
teemed only to vie in efforts of mutual 
kindnefs and condefcenfion. If Hora¬ 
tio indulged in the fportsof the field, it 
was chiefly in the hope of returning with 
fpoils which might luit the tafte of Eli¬ 
za ; wfiUft (he in the mean time was pre¬ 
paring * a feaft far the man Ihe loved.* 
Juft Heavens! of what, importance do 
the moft trivial occurrences in life be¬ 
come, when confecrated at the fhrine of 
love and fidelity! 

Three years had infenfibly fleeted 
away in this blifsful union, when the 
fenfi ble heart of Eliza was deeply wound¬ 
ed by accounts which (he had for fome 
time had reafon to apprehend. Since 
her recefs from her parental abode, the 
old couple had determined, in mere fpite, 
to be revenged of her obftinacy, as they 
termed it, to fpend every (hilling of their 
property; and the fteps they took to¬ 
wards it were fo effectually forwarded by 
their numerous train of fycophants, that 
they were already reduced to the humi¬ 
liating neceifity of univerfal retrench¬ 
ments, in order to preferve the wreck of 
their once ample fortune, for future fub- 
fiftence. It was now that every face 
came forward from behind it’s mafk, 
and the fubtle fneer of irony was fuc- 
eeeeded by the broad laugh of publick 
derifion. 

Unable either to fupport their ufual 
expences, or to bear up againft the flings 
of daily ridicule, poor old Nimrod and 
his confort were forced to hide their dir 
minified heads in the bofom of obfeurity, 


and the Bath villa was didpofed of to as 
little advantage as credit. 

Forgetful of all the injuries (he had 
received, the ever-dutiful Eliza no ibontr 
heard of this cataftrophe, than (lie de¬ 
termined to fly lo their relief. Horatio 
accompanied her on this occafion; nor 
could (he be prevailed on tp leave behind 
her the blooming pledge (he had bore 
him of their mutual and faithful loves. 

It was not till after many enquiries 
that (he di(covered the retreat to which 
the old couple had retired, and where 
they (till endeavoured to keep up at lead 
the (hadow of their former confequence. 
Oid Nimrod flill valued himfeif on his 
pedigree as much as ever, and not a day 
pafftd without the addition of fome new 
name to the lift. Eliza entered the apart¬ 
ment in which they were, without the 
formality of fending up her name; when 
falling on her knees, and prefenting her . 
child, whom (he held by the hand, (he 
for fome moments in vain attempted to 
(peak, overcome by the violence of her 
feelings. . 

4 So! fo!’ exclaimed the father, mif- 
taking thi real caufe of her embarralf- 
ment; * what, I fuppofe* Mifs, your 
4 heroick gallant has played you the old 

* trick of feduftion; and now you ex- 

* peft me to be burdened with the fruits 

* of it ?* 

Eliza was proceeding to undeceive hin® 
as to the nature and objeft of her vifit, 
when Horatio entered, who had liftened 
to what had pa fled, and whofe very af- 
peft carried terrors to the heart or old 
Nimrod. 

4 Sir,’ faid he to him with a ftern 
voice and countenance, 4 I might forgivo 
4 the imputation caft on my honour by 
4 your words, but be cautious how you 
4 fay any thing to injure the feelings of 

* this lady, who has too long been the 
4 viftim of your folly. You are now, 

4 Sir, to confider her in the double ca-t 
4 pacify of your daughter and my wife}. 

4 and I expeft to (ee her treated with 
4 becoming refpeft in both thofe cha- 
4 rafters.’ 

4 True, (on-in-law; true!’ anfwered 
Nimrod, trembling in every limb; 4 X 
4 believe I am to blame, as well as my 
4 lady here; and I humbly afle you and 
4 my daughter pardon. As 1 live, now, 

4 you feem to be a clever fellow; and had 
4 you but a pedigree—’ ‘ Tiyih! tufhl* 
faid Horatio, fmiling, producing on* 
which he had purpoffty drawn up at the- 

J'equeft 
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jequeft of Eliza, in compliance with her Horatio foon gave the old canple 
father's humour; « here, Sir, is apedt- , more fubftantial reafons for being fetis- 

* gree every way authentick, of which fied with the conduct of their fon-in- 

* the firft peer of the land need not be law, by allowing them an annual tti- 

* afhamedf pend, adequate to all their exigencies, for 

Old Nimrod fpread the vellum on the the reft of their days. They both lived 

table by the fide of that which already to fee and correft the extravagance of 
lay there; and, embracing Horatio with their former follies; while the example 
the moft eager tranfport, ‘ By Heaven!' of Horatio taught them to fet a juft va- 
he exclaimed, ‘ you muft be a clever fei- lue on thofe virtues which ftill continue 
4 low; for your pedigree is within a foot to embeililh their amiable daughter. 

* of being as long as my own.* 

LOVE AND PHILOSOPHY; 

OR, 

THE HISTORY OF SIR HARRY BELLAIR. 

S IR Harry Bellair had fpent the early fomething was wanting to compleat hl$ 
part of his youth in that whirl of happinefs. Naturally tender, he had re? 
pleasures and pains which always attend nounced loye more out of pique than 
the fafhionable way of living among the reafon. The repeated infidelities which 
great,when heat once.determined to re- he had experienced from fome of his 
fire to a country feat he had in Worcef- miftrtffes, had contributed greatly to his 
terftiirc. His time was there agreeably retirement; and, in the opinion he was 
divided between hunting, walking, and that levity is infeparable from the fair¬ 
reading. With what plcafure did he look, fex, he carefully avoided whatever might 
back on that ftormy fea, whofe hidden have led him into an engagement. But 
rocks he now no longer feared! With the god of hearts, who laughed at his 
what fatisfa&ion did he congratulate precautions, knew how to render them 
Jiimfeif on his having had resolution to ufejefs. 

enter the port of fafety! Free from pre- At fome diftance from the houfe whern 
iudices, delivered from the tyrannical Sir Harry had fixed his abode, lived a 
yoke of the paffions, he then beheld young widow, on whom Nature had la¬ 
things in their true light. The mafk vi/hed her treafures. Emilia, that was. 
■under which difingenuity, treachery, her name, joined to the moft captivating 
perjury, infidelity, and ingratitude, gon- perfon ev£ry charm of the mind. Tha 
ceal tnemfelves, was fal.en off; he law death of a tenderly beloved huibrmd, the 
all their deformity, and lamented the fear of not being able to curb the emo- 
Tateof thofe who were expefed tp them, tions of a heart made to receive the.ten- 
Enraptured with Philofcjphy, her charms dereft imprefiions of love, had conduced 
were his greateft delight. * IIovv,' ci ied her into a folitude, where every thing re-* 
be fometimes, * can men prefer tumuU traced to her the image of the dear 
* tuous and noify pleafures to the tran- fpoufe whom (he had regretted. Re- 
•'quillity of the wife! Alas! with what tired as ftie was, Sir Harry's arrival made 
* anxious difficulty, what regret, what too much qoife fur her to be ighorant of 
* torment, what remorfe, is a moment it. His refolution was fo extraordinary 
* of pleafure not purchafed in the world? in a man of his age, that (h^ wifhed tet 
* With what thick darknefs is that fee- be acquainted with him; It was not 
• ble twilight not preceded and followed? long before (lie was fatisfiecj* 

* The wife man, on the contrary, is al- A violent ftorm having overtaken him 
* ways contented, always* happy; his while he was hunting, he was obliged 
4 pleafures are lefs animated, but they to feck for (belter at Emilia’s houfe. 
• are much purer, and far more durable; This was the firft time of his feeing her.. 
• he owes his happinefs to his own re- Ah! how lovely fhe appeared to hind 
* ffe&ions'only; can he be under any All his fchemes vanilhed in an inftant^ 
♦ fear of it’s mifearrying?’ his heart prefented itfelf tp receive the 

Notwithstanding all the fecrets which (haft. Aftoniflied, (truck motionlefa 
fur Harry found in theftudy of wifdom, with admiration, he uttered a few inco- 
\% w«ts nut long before he perceived that herent word*. Emilia,, m whom a ten- 
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der fympathy already wrought, per¬ 
ceived with fecret pleafure the effeX of 
her charms. After the ufual compli¬ 
ments on 1'uch occalions, (he made the 
converfation fall on the pleafures of a 
rural life. Sir Harry, recovering in'the 
mean time from his nrft confufion, lpoke 
like a fenfible man who has feeu the 
world 5 and, before he took leave of 
Emilia, obtained her permiflion to repeat 
his vifits. 

At his return home, retiring to his 
apartment, he reflected on all that had 
pafled. He probed the inmoft recetTes of 
his heart, and this fcnitiny lerved only to 
convince him that he was deeply in Love. 
Philofophy made in vain a few feeble 
efforts to hide apallion which, in a man 
of Sir Harry’s difpolition, could not but 
increafe rapidly in a fhort time. His 
lituation feemed delightful to him. That 
terrible chafm, which even the clofelt 
ftudy had not been able to fill, now dis¬ 
appeared} the wants of his heart were 
futisfied; his imagination tranfported him 
into a charming grove, where he law 
Emilia feated on a bank of flowers, en¬ 
circled by the Graces, Loves, and Plea¬ 
fures: he was at her feet, in the moft af- 
fcXing attitude; a languifliing look was 
direefed at him; her pretty mouth was 
opened to fay— 4 I love you/ What 
happinefs did he not enjoy! 

Emil’a, on her fide, was not lefs 
touched. How amiable did Sir Harry 
appear to her! His graceful behaviour, 
hisfenfe, his perfon, had made the deepeft 
impreflion on her heart. She could not 
difguife it to herfelf. The fweet agita¬ 
tion of her foul was accompanied with 
charms to her inexpreflible. The me¬ 
mory of her hu(band, the moft ferious 
reflexions on the dangers of Love, could 
not (land a moment again If the delicate 
emotions of a new-born paflion. With 
what pleafure did fhe behold the eager- 
nels to pleafe, the tender afiiduities, the 
delicate attentions of her lover! 

They'ufed frequently to walk toge¬ 
ther in an avenue which led from the Se¬ 
vern to her houfe. * It feems to me ex- 

* traordinary,’ faid this young lady one 
day to her lover, 4 that a gentleman of 
4 your age and merit fhould have broken 

* off all commerce with the world. I 

* fhould be much obliged to ycu, if you 

* would tell me the realbns which have 

* induced you to take luch a ltep/— 

* Can I ever wifli to keep any thing 

* fecret from you. Madam?' anfwered 

VOL. II. 
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Bellair: 4 I will inform yob of what hat 
4 been known to but very few/ Our 
two lovers having feated themfelves on 
the grals, Sir Hairy continued thus. 

* Mailer of a coniiderable fortune, I 
4 appeared in the world with fplendour 
4 enough to attraX the eyes of the muN 

* titude. My company was defired in 
4 many houfes; that of Lady G. had 

* the preference. The handfomeft la- 

* dies in London met there, more out of 

* vanity than choice. Some of them 

* made evident advances to me. I was 

* young and unexperienced; my heart 

* had wants, and required to be latisfiedj 

* accordingly, it was not long before I 
4 formed an attachment. The perfon 
4 whom I chofe for the objeX of my at- 

* tention, though pall the bloom of 
4 youth, had yet remaining a thoufand 
4 charms. Sprightly black eyes, a fine 
4 complexion, a lovely fmile whiclt 
4 fpokeinfiniiefenfe, inexpreflible grace* 

4 fulnefs in all her aXions, an elegant 
4 fhape, and a great deal of wit; all thefe 
4 formed together a whole, which many 
4 people thought pretty. She feemed at 
4 firit to pride herlelf on the conquell fhe 
4 had made of me; but, too frivolous to 

* attach herfelf, fhe repaid my tenderneft 
4 with a coin which never will be current 
4 among thofe who think with delicacy* 

4 Ifoongrewdifguiled. Several others, to 
4 whomlmadefuccefiivelyatenderofmy 

* homage, appeared to me in a fhort time 

4 to delerve only the contempt of an ho- , 
4 neft man. At length, defpairipg of 
4 ever finding what I fought for, I re* 

4 turned home, with adefign to give my* 

4 felf up entirely to lludy. 

4 As I was walking one day in the 
4 Park, I perceived a young perfon 
4 whofe appearance flruck me. There 
4 was fomething fb noble and interefting 
4 in her looks, that it was impoflible to 
4 behold her without admiring. A fudw 
4 den emotion feized me at this fights 
4 my heart flattered; my eyes could not 
4 quit the dear obiedl which fixed ail my 
c attention. A woman fomewhat ad- 
4 vanced in years accompanied her. I 
4 would have accolled them, but dared 
4 not. VVhilfl I was deliberating with* 

4 in my felf whether I fhould fpeak to 
4 them or not, Love urging, and the fear 
4 of difpleafing keeping me back, they 
4 went away, before I had come to any’ 
4 refolution. I would have followed 
4 them; but the coach into which they 
4 got, drove off lb faff, that I was ob- 
G 4 liged 
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« liged to return home without having 
« fatisfied my cuiiolitv. 

4 It <vas then that I began to make 
‘ a difference between real Love and 

* thole tranlient fantalticsl talles which 

* owe their birth to vanity and fenfual 
4 plialure. The image of my unknown 
4 charmer followed me every where; the 
4 moff barren i'pots, the moft untre- 

* quented places, were thofe which 
4 pleafed me belt.*-— 4 You was in Love, 

* then,' interrupted Emilia, with an 
agitation of mind which fhe could not 
conceal. 4 Yes, Madam, I was in 

* Love; and to that Love it is that I am 

* to impute all the misfortunes of my 
« life—No, I owe every thing to it; it 
« is that which has conduced me into 
4 this folitude. Charming retreat! ffiall 

* I'not owe to you all the happinefs of 
4 my life, if I can touch the heart of 
4 the ineitimable objtft which has now 

* conquered me? Should I have known 

* her, had it not been for you?—But to 
4 continue a narrative, in which you, 
4 Madam, feem to intereft yourfelf. 

4 Few days patted without my going 
.« to the Park, in hopes of again ieeing 
4 there my fair incognita. One day, 
4 that I was quite loft in pleafingly 
« muling on her, I ftaid there later than 
4 ufual. Night came on, and it was 
4 eleven o'clock, before I thought of re- 
4 tiring. PalTing by a decent-looking 
4 houi'e, my ear was ftruck with re- 
4 peated fighs. I drew near, and faw 
4 through the parlour-window one of 
4 the moft moving fights that ever I be- 
4 held. An elderly lady, bathed in 
4 tears, was ftretched out upon an arm- 

* chair betwixt two young damfels, one 
4 of which (judge you ot my furprize) 
4 was the amiable fair-one I had been 
4 feeking for! 44 It is not that I am 
44 to be pitied,’* faid that lady to them, 
4 letting fall frelh (bowers of tears; 
44 death will foon render me infenlible 
44 of my misfortune: but you, my dear 
44 children, what will become of you ? 
44 It is for you that I (hed the bittereft 
44 of tears. Who will defend you from 
44 the dreadful dangers which threaten 
44 you? Poverty is, alas! in general, the 
44 worft of foes to virtue.” 

4 Ccnfulting only the emotions of my 
4 heart. I burtt iuddenly into the room, 
4 and threw myfclf at the old lady’s feet. 
4 Affrighted at fo uncommon and un- 
4 expe&ed a fight, (he at firft fereamed 
« out J but foon after finding, by my be- 


4 haviour and wor^ls, that Ihe had no 
4 danger to fear from me, fire defired me 

• to rile. 44 You, Madam,” faid I to 

* her, after I was feaied, 44 you, and your 
44 amiable family, are expoled to the 
44 viltft inhilts of fortune! On whom 
44 does fate vent it’s rage? Does virtue, 
44 joined to beauty, delcrye fuch cruel 
44 treatment? Bur, after all, are your 
44 misfortunes fo great, as not to admit 
44 of any remedy?” 

4 My concern was fo vilible, and the 
4 comfort which the affliiled find in un- 
4 bofoming themfelves to thofe they look. 

4 upon as their friends, is fo great, that 
4 Mrs. Meanwell, (for that was her 
4 name) after looking ftedfaftly at me 
4 for a few moments, opened her heart 
4 to me in the following terms. 

44 Though I have not the honour of 
44 knowing you. Sir, I find myfelf fo 
44 prejudiced in your favour, that I think 
44 I Ihould make a bad return for your 
44 extremely kind and obliging beha- 
44 viour, if I was to keep any thing le- 
44 cret from you. 

44 The father of thefe children, after 
44 having held for many years a diftin- 
44 guiflied place in the law, died, and left 
44 behind him a great reputation, with 
44 very little wealth; the ufual effe& of 
44 untainted probity. ' He left me but 
44 two thoufand pounds, placed out at 
44 intereft in the hands of a rich banker. 
44 I lived fome years in that fweettran- 
44 quillity, which is known only to thofe 
44 whom the linallnefs of their fortune 
44 obliges to moderate their defires; 
44 vVhich may be looked upon as the 
44 fource of true happinefs. Why has 
44 my felicity been fo foon and fo cra- 
44 elly difturbed? The banker, in whofe 
44 hands all that I had was placed, has 
44 juft now failed: by this means I am 
44 reduced to the moft (hocking diftrefs, 
44 having no hope, nor any refowrce. 
44 Can there be a more deplorable fitua* 
44 tion?” At thefe words her tears 
4 flowed anew. 

44 I own. Madam,” faid I to her, 
44 that your misfortunes are great; but 
44 if they were ltill greater, they do not 
44 authorife defpair. The virtue which 
44 you have practifed all your life, of- 
44 fers you a refource on this occafion: 
44 (he only can fet us above the blows of 
44 adverfe fortune. It is in our greateft, 
44 our moft fudden adverfities, that (he 
f* fhines brighteft: befides, perhaps I 
14 may be happy enough to be of fome 

44 little 
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' little ferviceto you. May I prefume 
c< to offer you nve hundred pounds, 
** which I received yefterday?”— •« Your 
44 generofity charms me," anfwered 

* Mrs. Mean well j ** but I fhould ill 
** deferve it, if I accepted your offer. 
44 To howfoever low an ebb fortune 
44 may reduce us, we never will be bur- 
44 denlbtne to any one. My daughters 
44 can work well at their needle j thela- 
4t hour of their hands will prpvide for 
44 our fubfiftence; and we will biddefi- 
4< ance to the rigours of fate, content 
4< with not having deferred them.” 
4 At every word which Mrs. Meanwell 
4 pronounced, her efforts to Hop her 
4 ourfting tears were evident. 44 How 
41 fine are thefe fentiments! how truly he- 
44 roical! But would you mortify me fo 
4t far, as not to accept what I have the 
44 pleafure to offer you? Ought one to 
44 carry the point of delicacy fo far as 
44 to refufe even to borrow a fum which 
44 is not great?”—“ How ingenious is 
44 your generofity, Sir?” anfwered (he. 
44 Confider that our virtue is all we have 
44 left!” — 4i Ah! Madam, fortune, 
44 may grow weary of perfecuting you 5 
4i your banker’s affairs may be made 
44 up. What! (hall that lovely child be 
44 reduced to live by the work of her own 
4t hands! My God! the very thought of 
4 ‘ it alone makes me fhudder. What! 
44 you!” added I, throwing myfelf at 
4 the feet of the young perion; 44 you, 

44 the moft perfect work of nature! you, 
44 who were made to give laws to the 
44 whole world, (hall you be confounded 
44 among the crowd of thofe unhappy 
44 beings, to whom indigence leaves f or 
“ their fubii Hence no ' pther refource 
44 than that of labour! I never will fiif- 
“ fer it,”continued I, rifing.“ Madam,” 

4 added I, turning towards Mrs. Mean - 

* well, “ I beg your pardon for thofe 
41 tranfports which I could not fupprefs. 
44 I love your charming daughter $ 
44 were I to attempt to deny it, every 
44 thing would betray me: but I love 
44 her with all the relpeft due to fuperior 
“ merit. Founded on the moft perfeft 
44 efteem, my love afpires only at the 
44 happinefs of being united to her by 
44 indiffoluble ties. Look upon me as 
44 your fon:‘I have at leaft the fenti- 
44 ments of one for you.” At thefe 
4 words I withdrew. 

* The next morning Tfent five hun- 

* dred pounds to Mrs. Meanwell: it 

* was all the ready-money I had. From 
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4 that time, I lived as it were at her 

* houfe. Her daughter feemed to receive 

* my afliduities with a fenfe of gratitude; 
f (he would fometimes tell me that my 

* love touched her; that her heart was 

* fenfible of all it’s value. But it was 
4 eafy to perceive, that thefe words were 
4 not dictated by inclination. Such in • 

4 difference di ft rafted, but did not quite' 
4 difeourage me: I flattered myfelf, that 

* I might at length win her by my per- 
4 feverance; but all my hopes vanifhed 
4 at once in t! c moft cruel manner. Go- 

* ing one day, as ufual, to Mrs. Mean- 

* well’s, I found her excefliyely dejefted. 

4 Surprifed and uneafy,I enquired what 
4 was the caufe of it. She told me, that 
4 her daughter had difappeared fince the 
4 day before; and that (he had the ftrong- 
4 eft reafons to apprehend (he had been 

* carried off by a young man fpr whom 
4 (he had long had a moft violent paflion; 

4 a paflion which, however, (he had al- 

* ways made a myftery of to her. What 
4 a thunder-ftloke was this for a fond 
4 and delicate lover! I returned home in 
4 a condition esfier to be imagined than 

* deferibed. A few hours after, Mrs. 

4 Meanwell fent me back the fum (he 
4 had borrowed, with a letter, which 
4 left me no lorger any room to doubt 
4 of my misfortune. 

4 I was inconfolable for a long time; 

* but at length, reafirn getting the bet- 
4 ter, and contempt taking by degrees 

* the place of fuiy, I retired into this 

* folitude, firmly refolved for ever to re- 
4 nounce Love. I afpired after that in- 
4 ward tranquillity, which is the objeft 
4 of the wife man’s defires; and was even 

* not far from attaining it, when you 

* overfet my fchemes, deftroyed my re- 

* folutions, and taught me, that Love 
4 will always triumph over Philofo- 

* P h y*\ 

Emilia made no reply to the tender 
fentiment couched under thefe laft words, 
but by a complacent fmile, which kin* 
died hope in Sir Hairy’s heart. * Can 

* I, Madam,’ cried he, ‘ be fo happy 
4 as to find that the fincereft Love has 
4 made fome impreflion on you! Wh: t 
4 words can exprefs the raptures I now 

* feel! My fuit will not be lejeftedj 
4 your fair eyes tell mefo. Into whatex- 
4 tacy of joy does their language throw 

* me!’ Sir Harry fpoke with l’uch grace; 
that grace was fo affefting; there was 
fomething fo natural, fo tender, and 16 . 
perfuafive, in his aftions, and in liit • 

G % manner 
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wianner of exprefling himfelf, that Emi¬ 
lia could no longer conceal the conqueft 
he had made of her. ‘ Ah! Sir Harry,', 
laid (he, with a look which none but 
true lovers know the value of, ‘ why 

• are von fo amiable, and why am. 

• I fo weak? Ought I to have unveiled 

• to you the fecret of a heart, which is 
« but too fenlible of ybur merit ?’ At 
thefe words fhe flopped: ablulh height¬ 
ened the fplendour of her charms} ino- 
4 efty and defire were vifible in her eyes,. 


ready io combat with each other. Virtu¬ 
ous Love, the offspring of Sentiment, 
loon reconciled them, and fhortly after 
lighted the torch of Hymen for thefe two 
lovers. Blefled with a wife, as amiable 
as the was virtuous, Sir Harry’s wifhes 
were com plea tly crowned. He then ex- 
perienced,that letters, without Love, can¬ 
not fufiice to conftitute the felicity of a. 
man of delicate fentiments, and that 
both of them muft be united to render 
fuch an one happy. 


MUSTAPHA EBER IBRAHIM. 

AN EASTERN STORY. 


USTAPHA Eber Ibrahim was 
born in the city of Bagdad, wh^re 
3 be gained fuch reputation in his trade of 
a jeweller, that he loon became rich. En¬ 
couraged by this fuccefs, he refolved to 
t>reed up his two Tons, Herber and 
Haflan, to the fame trade} and that in 
fuch a manner as, he flattered himfelf, 
w»ou!d enable them to rile to greater emi¬ 
nence in it than had ever been attained 
by any former artift. Muftapha was 
lumfelf utterly unlearned. Pra&ice had 
taught him to know the^ value of gems 
#nd metals in which he wrought, and to 
fafhion and arrange them in fuch form^ 
and combination as fhould difplay their 
colours, and employ their properties to 
moil advantage. But all his knowledge, 
ended there. When he was afked the' 
caufe of thefe properties, and why fuch 
forms and arrangements produced thofe 
cffe&s, he was unable to give an anfwer 
fatisfa&ory even to himfelf, much lefs 
to the enquirer. The pride of wealth 
l>eing hurt by a confcioulnefs of this ig¬ 
norance, he determined to fave his Tons 
from fuch a difgrace, by giving them a 
liberal education before he thouid begin 
to teach them his art. For this purpofe 
be procured thtm the moil celebrated 
matters in all the feveral branches of 
philofophy, who executed their charge 
with the greateft fidelity, though not 
with equal fuccefs, to their pupils, the' 
turn and powers of whofe minds weie 
totally different from each other. Herber, 
the elder, yvas lively in the extreme de¬ 
gree ; his imagination out-ran the pre¬ 
cepts of his inllru&or. Without wait¬ 
ing to examine farther than the firft 
glance, he catched at the conclufiun be¬ 
fore they could adduce half the proofs 


and his tongue never wantedf the hap- 
pieft words to exprefs his conceptions. 
Ha flan, on the contrary, was given to 
doubt: he paid no refpeCl to authority, 
nor would admit any thing without the 
cleareft proof} in examining which, he 
was fo cautious and flow, that he wore 
out the patience of his irrihu&ors, who 
hefitated not to pronounce him incapable 
of learning, and therefore counfelled his 
father to apply him wholly to his trade. 
While Herber confequently was indulg¬ 
ing himfelf in ranging through the 
boundlefs regipns of theory, and reafbn- 
ing upon cauies and effects, according 
to the various fyftems of the philofophy 
he had ftudied, Haflan was obliged to 
confine his thoughts to his labour, and 
to refl fatisfied with that fmall pittance 
of knowledge which he could obtain * 
from experience. 

Though Muflapha faw this disap¬ 
pointment of his hopes in his younger 
Ion, he found confolatiou in the rapid 
progrefs made by the elder} and his heart 
exulted when he heard him difplay his 
learning to the crowds whom his fame 
colle&ed round him. But this exulta¬ 
tion lafted not long: the knowledge of 
Herber was merely fpeculaiive} and, by 
misapplication, defeated the end it was 
deiigned to obtain. Confiding in it, he 
had difdained to apply himfelf to the 
gradual practice of an art, with the prin¬ 
ciples of which he was to well acquaint¬ 
ed; and th : nking he could execute what¬ 
ever he thought he underftood, he affect¬ 
ed to mount at once to that eminence of 
fkill which can be attained only by long 
and careful application. He could ex-* 
plain the nature of precious ftones, and 
account for the .different degrees of their 
perfe&ioui 
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fterfeclio'n; but when they were placed pha would have wanted a qiorfel of 
before him, he was unable to diftinguilh bread in his old age,had he not found a 
thofe degrees, and often bought the worft refoiirce in his younger fon; who, think, 
indead of the beft- He could defcribe ing for himfelf, while the other read the 
the effe&s produced by the various com- opinions of others, and labouring while 
binat : ons of their-colours; but he knew he talked, had drawn real knowledge 
not how to combine them, fo as to pro- from it’s true fource, Experience; and 
duce the efte&s he defcribed: the con- arrived regularly at the end which hi* 
lequence naturally was, that his know- brother had milled, by miftaking theef- 
ledge was turned into ridicule. He loft fe& for the caufe, and beginning where 
his bulinefs, and wafted the wealth earn- he Ihould have ended; 

«d by his father; infomuch, that Mufta- 

MEMOIRS OF A CORNISH^ CURATE. 

SUPPOSED TO BE WRITTEN BY HIMSELF. 

BY THE REVEREND MR. MAYOR. 

T O pourtray one’s own life,with im- gentleman with tears of filial affe&ion j 
partiality, and to lay open with who heightened my feelings by the fym- 
candour the movements of the heart; to pathetick regard which was conspicuous 
dare to confefs it’s foibles, and by the in his own looks, 
teft of juftice to try it’s merits; is per- And here I cannot forbear fondly in- 
haps as difficult a talk as can well be dulging my fancy, with a retrofpe&ive 
conceived: but, a&uated by a regard for view of thole happy days, thofe years of 
the happinefs of thofe who have not yet unmingled felicity, when Care has not 
determined on their future cotirle of fife, planted her fting in the human breaft, or 
and hoping that my ftory may ferve Thought launched out into feenes of fu¬ 
rther to direct or to deter, l venture to ture a&ion, where Mifery fo often dafhes 
lay it before the publick. the cup of life with her bitter draughtl 

I was born in a diftant county, in a There are, I believe, but few per* 
remote corner of the kingdom. My pa- fons, however happy they may have 
rents were above indigerfee, and their been in their progrefs through life, who 
honour above imputation. A family have not made the fame refleStions; and 
pride, which had been handed down recurred with pleafure to thofe clotldlefs 
through a fucceftion of generations, pre- hours, when the talk, or the dread of 
vented them from ftoopiiig to the corre&ion, were the worft ills that could 
dyudgeryof trade; while their hereditary befal them; when the joys of the heart 
eftate, being infufticient to fecureagen- were pure and unalloyed, the tear foqn 
teel independence to themfeives, was of forgot, and the mind indifferent to what 
courfe too limited to enable them to pro- events might occur. If the fortunate 
vide for the contingency of a numerous have made thefe reflections, well may I, 
offspring. who have journeyed on one dreary road, 

I was the third fon, and of courfe had fince I firft entered the path of life, and 
but Uttle to expeCt. My father early in- fcarcely have known thofe intervals of 
tended me for the church, and I was blifs which the mendicant himieif is 
placed under an approved mafter, at a not forbidden to tafte! 
celebrated grammar-fchool. My dili- From the gram mar-fell ool I was re^ 
gence, let me fay it, fince I can with- moved to the univerlity of Oxford, and 
out vanity make the affertion, foon pro- entered on the foundation of Exeter Col- 
cured me the good-will of my mafter; lege. The fame diligent application 
and the meeknefs of my difpofition, the which had marked my former ftudies, 
favour of my fchool-fellows, of whom foon rendered me confpicuous in, the 
I was in,a few years cbnfidered as the univerlity; and I was complimented on 
chief, and on every publiqk occafion fe- every occafion, as a youth of uncommon 
fe&ed by my mafter, to prove his own genius and unwearied afliduity. My 
diligence, and dilplay my acquiiitipns. heart began to be elated with the ap- 
In leven years, I finilhed my career of plaufes which were fo lavilhly beftowed 
•Uflical education, and left the good old on «e$ I was animated to yet farther 

OWtion* 

Digitized by Google 



5 & NEW NOVELIST 

Exertions of application; ami, in four 
years, took rhy batchelor’s degree, with 
an eclat which has feldora diftinguilhed 
a lef® diligent fclmlar. I foon became 
the objeft of universal admiration in the 
vniYerfity; my future greatnefs was 
ptognofticated in the moft flattering 
terms, as one who would be an honour 
to literature, and a luminary in the 
church; but theie compliments, however 
toothing to the youthful bofom, only ope¬ 
rated to diftrefs me. The lei's afliduous 
could not endure me to bear away the 
palm of genius on every putylick occa¬ 
sion; and the proud, the honoured, and 
the great, began to affeH a fupercilious 
contempt in my prefence, which I am 
confident was neither fan6lioned by their 
Situations, nor deferved by my conduct; 
but, as our harmonious Pope Tays— % 

4 Envy will merit as it’s ihade purfue; 

4 And, like a ihadow, proves the fubftance 
* true.* 

The charms of fciencC, and the max¬ 
ims: of philofophy, could neither infpire 
me with fortitude, nor lull my feniibili- 
ty. Too partial, perhaps, to my own 
merit, I was impatient of the flighted 
appearance of difrefpeft; and my feel¬ 
ings wire, about this time, put to a moft 
fevere trial, by the death of my father, 
after fo fhort an illnefs that I was pre¬ 
vented from receiving his laft benedic¬ 
tion. This calamity more deeply af- 
fefted me than all my fubfequent misfor¬ 
tunes; it was the nrft I ever fuffered, 
and the keen edge of delicate fenfibility 
had not yet been blunted by a frequent 
repetition of mifery. I refigned inyfelf 
into the arms of melancholy; and fe- 
cluding myfelf from the impertinent or 
affe&ea condolers of my lols, indulged 
thatexquifite kind of forrow which fhuns 
the obtrufion of the world. 

By my father's will I found mylelf 
entitled to 500!. which was all I had to 
combat the world, and eftahlifli myfelf 
in'life; but, had I been rendered by my 
patrimony what the prudent call per- 
feflly eafy, my grief would not have 
been lefs poignant, nor my feelings lefs 
acute. 

As my finances would no lorger de¬ 
cently fupport me at college, anu my af¬ 
fliction for the lofs of a beloved parent 
ftifled every throb of ambition, and for¬ 
bade me to launch into a mere a Clive 
courfe of life, I embraced the firft op¬ 
portunity of an ordination, at once to fe- 
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dude myfelf from iecular employments, 
and to gratify my fedentary and ltudi- 
ous difpolition. 

To engage in the moft facred of all 
offices without a more laudable view, may 
be excufed in the eyes of an unthinking 
world, but mult certainly render a man 
highly culpable in the fight of Heaven; 
and, though I am not confcious of ever 
difgracing my profeflion, except my po¬ 
verty and misfortunes* may be thought 
to have degraded it, I have often reflect ~ 
ed with (hame that I was not influenced 
by worthier mptives. 

Having aflumed the facred habit, I 
fet out for my native place with a pain 
and reluCtance I had never before expe¬ 
rienced* I reflected, that I was now not 
only bidding adieu for ever to the feats 
of theMufes,and leaving behind me l'ome 
valuable friends, to whom I was attach¬ 
ed by a nmilarity of ftudies; f>qt had 
likewife the melancholy conflderation to 
fupport, that I had no longer a father 
to receive me in his longing arms, or a 
faithful friend to guard me from the de¬ 
ceptions of the world. At the fight 'of 
my native nianfion, the tears gulhed in¬ 
voluntarily from my eyes: I was over¬ 
come with contending palfions; and could 
fcarcely fupport mylelf into the room 
where my relations were ready to receive 
me, before I fell liftlefs on the floor, 
and enjoyed a temporary fufpenfion of 
thought, and a confequent relaxation 
fiom mifery. 

On recovering* I found the whole fa¬ 
mily anxioufly attentive to my Welfare; 
and my mother, from her apprehensions 
for me, was in a ftate little better than 
that from which I was reftored. She, 
however, foon regained Itrength to blefc 
God that I was fate, and that flie had 
lived to fee me in holy orders, 

Regardlefs of fecuring any little ad¬ 
vantage that might hare accrued to me 
from my acceptance of a curacy, I con¬ 
tinued fome time with my mother and 
elder brother, profecuting my theologi¬ 
cal ftudies with much application, and 
only allowing proper intervals for exev- 
cife, or company. Time, the grand re- 
ftorer, affiftnl by thofe doClrines of 
Chriftianity which are peculiarly com¬ 
forting to the affii&ed, brought me 
degrees to a neceflary compofure of 
mind. I gradually regainetf my wont¬ 
ed ferenity; and was ardently looking 
forward to my future dellination, when 
«l freih accident plunged me into the 
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depths ef mifery, and not only taught 
me to defpair of finding friendlhip in a 
heart where the maxims of virtue are not 
inherent, but convinced me that the ties 
of blood may be burft a funder at the in* 
legations of paflion, and a brother with 
lefe relu&ance iacrificed than a iehfual 
appetite abandoned. 

To alleviate the grief occafiorred by a 
beloved partner's lofs, my mother had 
requetted the company of a young 
lady, named Olivia, the daughter of a 
neighbouring .clergyman. She had 
often viiited in our family; and, being 
nearly of my age, was my conftant 
companion in every childifh piirfuit: 
bpt, as the imprefiion on the bread of 
infancy is evanefcent as the morning 
dew, or the bloom of the role, her re¬ 
membrance had been almoft effaced from 
my mind; and, during the time which 
we had recently fpent together, I had 
not felt a Tingle emotion in her favour, 
nor treated her with more attention, than 
the fair, the lovely, and the young, have 
always a right, to expert from ihe manly 
and ;x>lifhed heart. 

It being now the vernal feafon, I hap¬ 
pened, one fine ferene evening, to rove, 
with a book in my hand, to a confider- 
able diftance from home; till finding the 
(hades of night fuddenly furrounding 
me, I haftened to return. My neareft 
way was through tangled woods, and 
unfrequented paths, and to this I gave 
the preference; but before I had proceed¬ 
ed far, a female voice refounded from a 
neighbouring copie. Shrieks, ehtreatics, 
and prayers, which became more lan¬ 
guid as I approached, feemed to be pour¬ 
ed out in vain, and the voice died away 
in broken murmurs. With all the ex¬ 
pedition that humanity could infpire, I 
fie n towards the place; but, judge my 
furprize and fenfations, when I beheld 
Olivia ftruggling in my brother's arms, 
and feemingly overcome by her exer¬ 
tions ! At the fight of fuch an unwel¬ 
come intruder, my brother feemed con¬ 
founded with fhame: he inflantly for- 
fook his lovely prize; and, with eyes 
darting indignation, quitted the fpot 
without uttering a fingle word. 

Wounded to the foul with his bafe- 
nefs, and melted by the piteous fituation 
of the lovely objeft who lay ftretched on 
the earth in a date of infenfibility, I was 
fiercely master of myfelf. However, I 
foon fummoned a fufficient degree of 
jeafon to attempt her revival ; and I had 


the happinefs to find that my exertions 
were not in vain. As (he opened her 
fine blue eyes, and looked me full in the 
face, I felt an emotion which I had never 
before experienced. She flatted back at 
the light of fuch an unexpected deliverer} 
and, notwithstanding my utmoft endea¬ 
vours, rtlapfed into the fame melancholy 
date. At length I again found means 
to reftore her; when, burfting into a 
flood of tears— 4 Eugenius,' lays (he, 

* may every blefling attend your life! 

* May Heaven fhower it's choice# fa- 

* vours on your head l/and may fotne 
4 lovely and fortunate fair reward your 
4 virtue for preferving mine!'—* My 
4 deareft Olivia !’ exclaimed I, with all 
the entlnifiafm of love, 4 the hand 

4 Heaven teems cenfpicuous in this deli- 
4 verance; and, if I may prefume to ex,. 

4 piefs the with that lies neat eft my heart, 

4 may the fame Power make me the 
4 everlafling guardian of that virtue 
4 which I have been fo miraculoufly en- 
4 abled to fave !’— 4 My deliverer,’ 
fweetly returned tire ingenuous fair, 4 is 
4 entitled to every acknowledgment I 
4 can make; condufl me to my father, 
4 and lodge under his flickering roof the 
4 child who is at his dilpofal.' With 
this requifition I immediately complied; 
and as we agreed that it would be pru¬ 
dent to conceal the rude affault of my 
brother, which the malevolent world 
might have reprefented as more fatal 
than it really was, we refolved to afcribe 
the latenefs of our arrival to the finenefs 
of the evening and the charms of the 
feafon, which had tempted us to linger 
beyond our intended time. 

The apology waseafily admitted; and, 
as I was invited to flay, I eagerly em¬ 
braced the offer, as well to pafs more 
time in the company of Olivia, as to re¬ 
cover l'nfliciently from my perturbation 
of mind before I met a guilty brother's 
eye. 

Next morning I took leave of Olivia 
and her father; and, during my walk, 
felt a dejeCfion of fpirits, and heavinefs 
of heart, which could not have been ex¬ 
ceeded if I had been the perpetrator of 
villainy, and not the proteclor of inno¬ 
cence. The mind feems often prophetick 
of it's own fate, and intuitively to forefes 
the florin that futurity is about to dif- 
clofe. I approached my brother with 
looks of indignation and pity; but, be¬ 
fore I could utter a fingle word, unlock¬ 
ing his bureau— 4 Receive,' lays he, 
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• your patrimony, and immediately quit 
4 the houfe 1 I difclaim for a brother the 

* wretch who can fruftrate my wifoes 

• merely to gratify ‘his own, and this 
4 under the more deteftable made of fen- 
4 timental hypocrify!’ Stung to the 
foul, I replied—‘ The Power who lees 

• the reXitude of my views, and by my 

* means has defeated the villainy of 

• yours, will abundantly provide for me! 
4 I renounce an alliance with your ig- 

* nominy, with the fame pleafure as you 
4 dilclaim me for a brother: but let me 
4 caution you to beware, lelt your paf 7 

* lions precipitate you into irretrievable 
4 ruin*' With thefe words I rulhed into 
my mother’s apartment; and, fallingon 
my knees, befought her benediXion, be¬ 
fore the opportunity was for ever doled. 
Too well acquainted with what had 
palled, foe bathed my face with her tears; 
and bewailing her haplefs fituation, en¬ 
couraged me to hope for a fpeedy recon¬ 
ciliation, bidding me rely on her unal¬ 
terable love. 

Alas! foe lived but a very foorttime 
to realize her wifoes; for, within three 
weeks, foe fell a martyr to her grief, oc- 
cafioned by the brutal infolence of my 
brother, in confequence of her partiality 
to me. 

An outcaft from my family, and equal¬ 
ly difqualified by the delicacy of my feel¬ 
ings, and the narrownefs of my circum¬ 
stances, from elbowing my way in the 
world, I fcarcely knew which way to di¬ 
re# my fteps. Love, however, which 
can illumine the darkeft hours of life, 
prompted my return to Olivia; that I 
might tell her how much my misfortune 
attached her to my heart. I revealed to 
the dear charmer my true fituation, and 
concluded by aiking her advice refpeX- 
ing my future conduX. She immedi¬ 
ately referred me to her father’s fuperior 
experience; and I accordingly commu¬ 
nicated to him my fixed refolution of en¬ 
gaging in a cure, without afligning the 
moil diftant reafon for quitting my bro¬ 
ther’s houfe. In confequence of this 
communication, I had in a few days the 
happinefs to be informed, that an old 
gentleman, the reXorofR ■■ ■ -, a vil¬ 
lage about three miles diftant, was in 
immediate want of a clerical afliftant. 

To him I prefently applied, and with¬ 
out hefitation clofed with his offer of al¬ 
lowing me twenty pounds a year; but 
as this £im would barely find me in 


board, my patrimony began rapidly to 
decrcafe. 

Olivia, I need fcarcely fay, in the 
mean time, engaged all my thoughts. 
Our love was mutual and lincere; and 
intereft, that powerful incentive to mo¬ 
dern contra< 51 $, was entirely overlooked 
by both, as her foitune was if ill inferior 
to my own. In a few months foe con- 
l’ented to be irrevocably mine, and I then 
thought my felicity beyond the reach of 
fate. From this pieafmg deluiion, how¬ 
ever, I had the misfortune foon to be 
awakened; for finding my income very 
inadequate 'to my expences, I began to 
fhuddei 1 at the tnoughts of involving a 
beloved wife in want and mil’ery. Thefe 
gloomy prefages were too foon realized 
by tjie death of tny aged patron; an 
event which wholly deprived me of em¬ 
ployment, This ftroke was followed 
by the birth of a fon; which, though it 
ought to have taught me oeconomy, and 
ftimulated my exertions, only tended to 
lull my cares, and deaden my fenfe of 
want. 

After vainly endeavouring, to obtain 
another curacy, and being difappointed 
in my expectations of a fmail living by 
the machinations of my now-abandoned 
brother, Olivia’s father was attacked by 
a paralvtick ftroke, which compelled him 
to refign the care of his cure to me. The 
whole amount of his living did not ex¬ 
ceed fourlcore pounds a year, and con- 
fequently little could be allowed for the 
maintenance of a curate. My Olivia 
was again pregnant; when I found that, 
exclnlive of fome trifling articles of fur¬ 
niture and books, I had fcarcely iool. 
left: and, to add tomydiftrels, afecond 
paralytick ftroke, and foon after a third, 
deprived me of a valuable friend; whofe 
effects, when difpofed of, and his debts 
difeharged, produced only about three- 
fcore pounds for his daughter’s portion, 
v Being now deftitute of every friend, 
my brother remaining irreconcileably 
inveterate, and a native balhfulnefs of 
difpofition, for which the world is not 
always candid enough to make ‘proper 
allowances, having prevented me from 
extending my connexions, or fecuring 
many friends, I was in fuch a diftrefs- 
ful fituation, that my mind, began to fink 
beneath it’s burden, and to become 
weary of ffruggling with fate. 

The profpeX, however, again bright¬ 
ened; and I obtained a very defirable 
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faracy of thirty pounds a year, by the 
intercil of a young baronet, who had ac¬ 
cidentally leen Olividand her two infant 
children, and exprefled the warmeft de¬ 
lire to ferve us. As a prefent proof of 
his friendlhip, he applied to the reftor of 
his pariih, of which he was himfelf pa¬ 
tron, to accept ray fervices in the room 
•fa young man, whom an unfortunate 
and ill-requited attachment had jult hur¬ 
ried to an untimely^grave. 

To D . I immediately removed 
with my deareft Olivia, whofe kind fb- 
licitudefor me was the only confolation 
of my life; and who, far from blaming 
me for that anxiety which continually 
clouded my afpelt, kindly fympathized 
in my griefs, and endeavoured by the 
molt endearing fondnefs to reconcile me 
t» life. Su- Thomas S—, by whofe 
interpofition I had obtained my prelent 
eftabiilhrhent, likewife contributed all 
in his power to render my lituation eafyj 
continually loading the children with 
preterits, and offering me the loan of any 
ium I might have occafion for. Of this 
laft offer I too imprudently and fatally 
availed mvfelf, by borrowing two hun¬ 
dred pounds. To corroborate our good 
opinion of his generofity, he bade me 
mtke myfelf perfe&ly eafy in my filia¬ 
tion; for, on the prefent incumbent’s 
death, the living Ihould inftantly be 
mine. I thanked him with an ardour 
that mocked the exprelfions of form. 
But, alas'. I had to deal with a man of 
the world; and found too foon that I had 
placed my dependence where I had no¬ 
thing to hope, and poured forth my gra¬ 
titude where my execrations only were 
due. « 

This unprincipled young man was our 
conftant vifitor, and'encouraged our ex¬ 
travagance merely that he might have an 
opportunity of lupplying our wants. My 
Olivia was charmed with his condefeen- 
fion; and, as virtue cannot readily fufpeft 
that artifice which it never pra&ifed, fhe 
congratulated me—fhe - congratulated 
hertelf and children—on the advan¬ 
tages we were likely to derive from a 
friendlhip which neither of us could fup- 
ole to be interefted. The contrary, 
owever, foon appeared! Olivia, * hole 
beauty was rather improved than dimi- 
nilhed, was invited to celebrate with me 
a Chriftmas feftival at Sir Thomas’s. A 
blameabk politenefs to my fuppole i 
friend eafily induced me to drink more 
plentifully of the wine with which his 
Vo*. II, 


board was profufely covered^ than my 
conftitution would bear; and as, 1 foon 
felt it’s effe&s, I was conveyed to bed 
in a ftate of ebriety and ltupefa&ion. On 
Olivia he likewife had the fame fhameful 
delign; hut, guarded by the laws of deli¬ 
cate propriety, fhe refilled his mod ear¬ 
ned folicitations. However, as he at¬ 
tached himfelf entirely to her, his para- 
fites and (^pendants, who faw plainly 
that he had views upon her virtue, re¬ 
tired one after another, leaving Olivia 
and him alone together. Immediately 
on,this he (hut the door; and befeeching 
her attention for a few minutes, to an 
affair which nearly concerned his happi- 
nefs, he began to infult her with the moft 
violent proteftations of love j and fwore 
that if fhe would not return his pafiion, 
he fhould never lee another happy hour; 
adding, that Ihe might command his for¬ 
tune and his life, and that what he had 
already conferred, was only a prelude to 
whar he meant to do. 

Awakened from her dream tof happi- 
nefs, Ihe fprung up; and, animated with 
that courage which indignant virtue will 
ever feel when it comes in contall with 
vice, fhe dared him again to wound her 
ears with his unhallowed vows; proteft- 
ing that his conduit fhould be made 
known to an injured hu(band,who would 
make him feverely repent of his temerity. 
With all theinfolence of confcious fupe- 
riority, he then opened the door; and, 
with a fmile of contempt, informed her, 
that fince fhe refuted his friendlhip, his 
fortune, and his love, fhe fhould feel the 
effe&s of his r^fentment. Thefe threats, 
it is evident, the bafe villain muff have 
prepared to put in,execution previous to 
his diabolical invitation; for, before I 
defcended next morning to breakfaft, I 
was arrefted at his futt on my note for 
two hundred pounds, which I had 
preffed him to accept on his lending me 
that fum; and as it was not in my power 
to fatisfy one half of the demand, I was 
hurried away to prifon. 

My profpelts were now entirely blaftv 
ed. Want, ignominy, and difgrace, pre- 
fented themfelves to my view, in their 
molt hideous afne&s; and I could have 
laid down my life without a ligh, had not 
a faithful and affe&ionate wife, with two 
infant children, hound me to them wit^ 
ties of indiffoluble regard. Myconfine- 
n ent, l was truly fennble, could onljjfuld 
u their mifery; yet the moft unfortunate 
cannot without relu&ance let go thofe 
H attachments 


Digitized by 


Google - 



6o NEW NOVELIST 

attachments which are To firmly rooted 
in the foul, or bid farewel to* mortality 
with a ftoical apathy. 

But, O God! my heart bleeds afrefh 
at the recoiled ion of the fcene I am now 
going to defcribe—My Olivia, unable 
to fupport her lcparation from me, re- 
quefted leave to make my room her ha* 
bitation. The fatal requeft was granted. 
For a few days I was (unrounded by my 
wife and children; they cheared th\: pri¬ 
son gloom—B t, can I proceed!—I was 
icon deprived of thefe comforts for ever! 
In three (hort weeks after my commit¬ 
ment, they were carried off by an epide¬ 
mical fever; and thefe eyes, which never 
beheld the mifery of a ltranger without 
bellowing the alms of pity's tear, were 
(loomed to behold a wife and two inno¬ 
cents prefs the fame untimely bier. 

The pathos of language is too weak 
to exprefs my fenfations; I became de¬ 
lirious, and my own hands had nearly 
perpetrated a deed which my foul ab¬ 
hors—for now I had no more to lofe! 
And, gracious Heaven ! if at that trying 
jun&ure I arraigned tliy jullice, forgive 
me! for Affliction laid it's iron hand too. 
heavy upon me, 

By degrees J fell into a fettled despon¬ 
dency; and, fmee I entered this mife- 
rabie room, four years have rolled away 
their melancholy hours, in which I have 
hardly beheld the face of a friend, or 
been Toothed by the voice of a relation. 
The machinations of my unnatural bro- 
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ther, who leagued with SlrTbomas 
account of his cruelty to me, have pre¬ 
vented me from obtaining my releafe, 
and feem to have (hut the gates of merpy 
on my fate. My only expe&atioh of 
deliverance is by the hand of Death, for 
whole fpeedy approach my prayers are 
continually offered up. When that hap¬ 
py period arrives, my foul ihall Toar 
above it's enemies; and, leaving relent* 
ment entirely behind, Ihall tafte that 
fruition for which my misfortunes here 
will give it the higher relilh. 

From my melancholy tale, which I 
have ardently defired to pubiilh before 
it’s authenticity could be difputed, let 
thefons of pleafure learn to relied, while 
they roll in the abundance of riches, and 
enjoy the completion of every wilh, that 
there are many wretches, like me, whom 
their licentioufnels ruins, and whom 
their benevolence might favel Let thofe 
whom the charms of fcience allure to af- 
cend the fummit of fame, timely conli- 
der that learning is not always the path 
no preferment, and that filent merit may 
fink unnoticed to the grave! From my 
fate, too, the defeds of our boafted elta- 
blifhment in church and date may be evU 
dently traced; and the great be brought 
to allow, that lome regard ought to be 
paid to thp virtuous and the modeft in 
every fphere of life, and that the road to 
honours and emoluments fhould not a U 
ways be through the gate of luperior ad* 
drefs and unblufhipg a durance, 


MELINDAi 

OR, \ 

THE FOLLY OF AMBITION. 

TRANSLATED from the french. 


T HE relations of Melinda inha¬ 
bited one of thofe i (lands where the 
governor, being at a remote diftance 
From the foyereign,.too frequently makes 
ui'e of his authority to gratify his paf- 
fionp. 

Melinda experienced this on the verge 
of'being'united to a perfon who had cap¬ 
tivated her heart, and to whom the fe- 
condary authors of her exiftencp had de¬ 
fined her from the very dawn of life. 
A reciprocal affe&ion had favoured the 
vievfs of M. D’Arly, the father of Me¬ 
linda. marriage copild haye been 


formed under more happy aufpicea, 
Birth, fortune, inclination, confpired to 
render it, to all appearance, the confum- 
mation of happmefs: though it muff be 
confefied that Madame D’Arly con- 
fented to tliis alliance with fome’ degree * 
pf relu&ance. Vain, ambitious; in her 
opinion, it wts not fuffleient that her 
daughter (hould meet with a partner of 
equal rank, (he wanted to fee her railed 
to one that was fuperior. Vanity is more 
abfurd than any other pafflon, with re- 
fpeft to it’s pretenfions; it over-(hodts it’s 
mark, at the fame time, that it imagines it 
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ttlnfHiit iL- A mother who tollhes no rendered the reft of her fex ehvious of 


thing for her daughter but a life of fplen- 
tfer, never thinks, that if (he (hould ob¬ 
tain it, (he muft be mortified to fee her - 
ielf her inferior* 

Madame D’ Arly had made a virtue 
of neceflity,* in giving her confent that 
Valmor (hould marry her daughter Me¬ 
linda. Having no material objection, 
and Valmor being the beft of the two 
parties, (he would have confeuted, though 
with regret, to their nuptials 5 but the 
arrival! of a new governor proved a fatal 
ftroke to the two lovers. 

The Count de Soiflons, a man of vio¬ 
lent and impetivous pafligns, which he 
could not fubdue, knew no other bounds 
to his defires but the impoflibility of gra¬ 
tifying them, and was fond of pomp to 
an excefs. On his arrival at the id.and, 
more lludious to difplay his luxury and 
magnificence, than to acquit himfelf of 
the duties of his place, he was fond of 
giving magnificent treats, to which all 
the ladies of the ifland were invited. Me¬ 
linda was one of this number. As her 
charms were fuperior to the reft of her 
lex, fhe liad the misfortune to attraCt the 
Count’s attentions s fhe even inipired 
him with a pallion, to which till then he 
had been a Itranger. Though upwards 
of forty, he had lived among tfie lex with - 
out attaching himfelf to any. He made a 
minute inquiry concerning Melinda. He 
was informed that fhe was promifed in 
marriage to Valmor, one of the hand- 
fomeft and beft made men in the whole 
ifland. He underftood that a mutual af¬ 
fection made them wi(h with impatience 
for that happy moment which was to 
unite them For life. This detail, inftead 
of making the Count relinquilh his pre¬ 
tentions, ferved only to heighten his 
infant paflion. Hts pride, as well as 
bis love, made him conceive an infinite 
pleafure in furmounting the obftacles, 
which would render the triumph more il- 
luftrious in the eyes of the publick. Con¬ 
fiding in this rath hope, he (hewed the 
greateft attentions to Melinda and her 
mother. 

The Count followed them wherever 
they went, and refufing to dance with 
any but her, prevented her from enjoy¬ 
ing the company of her dear VaUnor: 
hut that which put her heart to the tor¬ 
ture, afforded tranfports to that of her 
mother. Madame D’Arly could not 
contain her joy, it was fo excelfive. To 
fee her£lfdT&nguHhed in a point which 


her and her daughter, was the greateft 
joy fhe ever felt $ fhe entertained herfelf 
with the moft flattering hopes. 

The Count begged permiflion of her 
to make his addrefles to her daughter. 
As foon as he and Melinda were alone, 
he gave her fome oblique intimations of 
his intentions. She heard him with re¬ 
luctance } but being naturally modeft, 
afc true merit always is, fhe looked upon 
the views of her mother rather as the ef¬ 
fect of ambition, than the fuggeftions 
of reafon. 

The Count* after fome vifits, in which 
he had no reafon to be finished with the 
reception he met with from Melinda, 
Being more obftinate in profecuting his 
fuit, declared to Madame D'Arly, that 
he was ready to (hare his fortune with 
her daughter, if (he had no objection. 
Madame D’Arly aiffwered for her huf- 
band's confent, and the compliance of 
Melinda. The Count, encouraged by 
her promife, no longer doubted of the 
accompliftiment of his wifhes. 

Madame D’Arly, on the other hand, 
making nfe of no other opticks but her 
rejudice, and judging of the ideas of her 
ufband and her daughter by her own, 
imagined that (he was going to carry 
them the beft news in the world, by in¬ 
forming them of the governor’s offer. 
After M. D'Arly had heard her, he 
replied very coolly, that, lb far from 
looking on the pronofal of the Count 
as a happinefs, he elteemed it as a mis¬ 
fortune, bccaufe it was always dis¬ 
agreeable to refufe an alliance with a 
perfon who is fuperior to us, as he 
would fometimes be fo unjuft a$ to 
think himfelf injured by arefufal which 
was diClated by reafon. 

‘ Aqd why (hould you refufe it ?* faief 
Madame D’Arly, with fome warmth : 

* take care you ao not render the affair 

* abortive. Iwoulddifinheritmydaugh- 

* ter. I would leave you, and you (hould 

* not fee me any more as long as you 
4 live. What! Sir, when by an unfore- 

* feen happinefs, which I could not fiat- 
c ter myfelf with when I married you, 

* I hafe an opportunity of railing my 

* daughter to a rank which I might have 

* claimed myfelf, (hall you oppofe her 

* preferment, and ours too at the fame 

* time? Confider the advantages of fuch 

* an alliance 1 What an honour! Re- 

* member that we (hall be refpeCted as 

* much as the governor himfelf!’ • 

H % « Madam/ 
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4 Madam,’ replied M. D’Arly, 9 1 
9 fhoukl delpife myfelf, if I were to fuffer 
4 myfelf to be dazzled by fuch a vain 

* parade. I am under engagements to 
4 Vahnor’s family: he has aright to de- 
4 pend upon my promife. You know 
4 how much he is enamoured, and that 
4 his pal lion meets with a fuitable return. 

4 Is it iult for us to fmother a paflion to 
4 which we have given rife, which like- 
4 wife has our fan&ion ? No, I would 
4 refufe a king for a fon-in-law in the 
4 circumllances in which I am at pre- 
4 fent. My word is my bond : I will 
4 not forfeit itns long as I live. I will 
4 be anfwerable for it, that my daughter 
4 thinks as I do.' 

4 Your daughter, Sir, (hall obey,’faid 
Madame D'Arly, 4 unlefs you encou- 
4 rage her to rebel by your foolifh feru- 

* pies. I hope I (hall find that (he has 

* fpirit enough to join with me; and 
4 that you will endeavour in vain to 
4 infpire her with your grovelling ideas. 
*T infill upon her obeying me; that is 
4 pofitive. I have pledged my word— 
4 I have pledged yours.'—‘ Mine, Ma- 
f dam,’faid he, 4 isnotatyourdifpofal.* 

We'll fee that foon,’ anfwered Ma¬ 
dame D'Arly. 4 Let^ie tell you a fe- 
4 cret—it is dangerous todifappoint our 
4 betters.’ 

She immediately went to her daughter, 
whom (he informed of the proposals of 
the governor, and her fixed refolution to 
comply with them. A capital lenience 
would have had lefs effe£l upon her. Me¬ 
linda was too well acquainted with her 
mother’s ambition, and how obftinate 
(fie was in all her refolu ions. Her tears 
were her only reply. Madame D'Arly, 
after having made* ufe of carefles and 
menaces to no purpole left her with her 
orders to prepare herfelf to receive the 
Count, who was to elpoufe her within a 
few days. 

Melinda had no other refource but her 
father's fondnef>; they were both in 
fearch of each o*her. She poured out 
her grief in his bolbm; he revived her 
courage, by promifing her that, what¬ 
ever might happen, (he mould never be 
married by his confent to any but Val- 
mor. Melinda, fuftained by the firm- 
nefs of this afibrance, and her own paf- 
fion, had ftrength enough to make a 
profefted refinance. She received the 
Count's application with a moiled indif¬ 
ference! capable of intimidating any m^n 


of common delicacy, or at lead of fbg- 
gefting to him the me&ns of gaining by 
elleem what he could not gain by incli¬ 
nation. 

But the Count, too haughty, too im» 
petuous, to make that conceflion which 
circumdances required, had recourse 
only to artifice and effrontery. 

Emboldened by the approbation of 
Madame D'Arly, he behaved rather as 
a perfon who infilled upon his rights, 
than as a lover, who endeavours to gain 
his point by the vehemence of his paflion. 

Melinda, provoked by an inlolence 
which was rather affrontive, quitted the 
room, at the fame time giving him to 
underlland, that death would be lefs ter¬ 
rible to her than the alliance which was 
proffered to her. 

Her mother, exafperated with a con¬ 
duct which feemed to ilrike at the very 
roots of her hopes, faid every thing to 
the governor which either her appre- 
henfions or her ambition could fugged, 
to make him firm to his fir'll overtures. 
She .vas not a(h3med to intimate, that (he 
would have recourfe to force, if it were 
neceifary, to bring her daughter* to the 
altar. 

If Madame D’Arly had been ac¬ 
quainted with the Count’s chara&er, (he 
might have fpaied herfelf the trouble of 
making fuch indelicate promifes. A 
perfon of his (lamp did not want fuch 
concefiions to make him obltinate in pro- 
fecu ipghis defigns, and to pu(h him to 
the greatelt excefles, rather than to re- 
linqui(h his pretenfions. Notwithstand¬ 
ing, being too conceited to let the world 
knovtr that he owed his (uccefs to the 
abufeof his power, he intended to gain 
over Cecilia, Melinda’s woman, by pre¬ 
sents. Fraud and artifice are* the chief 
refources of bafenefs. 

Cecilia, dazzled by the rich prefents 
made her by the Count, efpecially with 
the hopes of marrying his gentleman, as 
die promiled (helhould, yielded, after a 
weak and feigned refiftance. It was 
agreed upon, that Madame D'Arly 
(hould know nothing of the plot: her 
chara&er made ♦hem apprehendve that 
(he would obiefl to the impollure which 
was to be put in pra&ice to deceive the 
diflreffed Melinda:' Some days pa fled, 
during whi h the Count found means of 
employing Valmor in fuch a manner 
that he had not one moment's, leifune. 
The poll which the governor was invpft- 
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ed with, furnifhed him with fuch plau- 
fibie pretexts as rendered it impoflible to 
guefs the true caule of his acting in that 
manner. 

During this interval, Cecilia, as the 
Count'had tutored her, took advantage 
of her miftrels’s unealinefs to gain her 
confrlence, and pretended to be very 
much affected with her trouble, in which 
ftie feemed to be involved. Melinda 
imagined that, if (he made Cecilia her 
confidant, (he would aflift her in finding 
out the true caufe of Valmor’s ablence. 
She conjured her to take every ftep to 
difeover the motives of a condu£l which 
was doubly affli&ing in her circumftan- 
ces. The perfidious Cecilia, to make 
her point the more fecure, added fome 
exhortations which might give her a little 
confolation. At lad (he a(ked a few 
■hours to make her difeovery. She re¬ 
turned with a fad countenance, and feem¬ 
ed not to have ftrengih enough to com¬ 
municate what (he bad learnt. This af- 
fc6led filence alarmed Melinda. She 
propofed feveral queftions to her, trem¬ 
bling, both dreadingand longing to know 
the calamity with which (he was threat¬ 
ened. She infilled upon an eclaircifle- 
ment with fo much vehemence, that Ce¬ 
cilia feemed rather to obey with reluc¬ 
tance, than to comply with confent; and 
told fter, affe&ing to (hed tears at the 
fame time, that (he had difeovered that 
Valmor bad revived a former connec¬ 
tion which he had had with one of the 
handforoeft women in the ifland; that 
this intrigue was formed at one of the 
governor's balls 5 and that from that 
time Valmor parted whole days toge¬ 
ther at the houfe of his new flame. 
But as the lady had but lately loft her 
hn(band, (he^ould not enter into the 
bands ot Hymen- fo foon, though it 
was faid that they had been married 
in private, and that it was the general 
opinion they were fo. 

The amiable Melinda.was aftonilhed 
at the invidious tale. Her grief was fo 
rofound, that it almoft flopped her 
reath. The inconftancy of Valmor ap¬ 
peared more (hocking to her than the ne- 
cefiity of renouncing him to oblige her 
mother. Cecilia, though unaffe£led with 
the tortures which (he occafioned, pre¬ 
tended to be much concerned on account 
of them. After dwelling upon every 
circumftance which is moft bitter to the 
heart that imagines itfelf to be betray¬ 
ed, lhe intimated that an immediate re¬ 


venge would be the fureft way to forget 
one who was fo ungrateful. Notwith- 
ftanding ali the fubtilty (he ufed to make 
her propofal appear in the heft light,Me¬ 
linda reje&ed it with horror* and, as if 
(he was fearful to render herfelf criminal, 
and juftify the perfidy of her lover, (he 
protefted that (he would give her hand 
neither to the Count nor any other* 
Always fure of the indulgence of her 
father, (lie implored, him to intercede 
with her mother to give her leave to finifti 
her days in a convent. 

M. D'Arly, furprized to hear of the 
pretended inconftancy of Valmor, was 
concerned at an event which made hi* 
daughter uneafy, and difappointed the 
ambitious views of his wife. Irrefo- 
lute what party he (hould take, he would 
romife nothing. Melinda, imagining 
erfeif to be deferted by nature as weB 
as by love, gave herfelf up to defpair;: 
(he was all bathed in tears when her 
mother came into the room. 

Entirely engrofled with preparing for 
a marriage which flattered her vanity, 
(he brought with her a fan, which (he 
thought would certainly turn the feales 
in favour of the Count. When (he pre* 
Tented it to Melinda, her tears increafed, 
and flowed with more bitternefs. Her 
mother, alarmed at a grief which tiU. 
then had been reftrained within the 
bounds of good-breeding, afleed her, in 
an imperious manner, what could be 
the caufe of fo indifereet a forgetful- 
nefs of her duty ? An<J then, turning 
the difeourfe to her hulband—‘ Is it you, 

‘ Sir,’ faid (he, at the fame time look¬ 
ing at him with eyes flaming with anger; 

‘ is it you. Sir, that give fanttion to 

* this excefs of impudence? Have you 

* refolved upon -your difgrace as weH as 

* mine ? Speak; I’ll foon put it in your 

* power to leflen only yourfelf. I’ll go 

* far enough——' As (he uttered thefe 
words, (he covered her face, to hide the 
tears oT indignation. 

M. D’Arly, who was fQnd of her, 
was concerned at her chagrin 1 he ap- 
peafed her. by communicating the falfe 
reporfwhich Cecilia had made. Alively 
fatisfa&ion took place of Madame D’Ar- 
Iy's pailion; and, without regarding the 
agonies it mull occalion her daughter, 
(he ordered the maid to repeat, and enter 
into a minute detail of the circumftances 
^of an ^adventure which promifed her ali 
the fuccefs (he could'wim for. 

Cecilia was perplexed at the applica¬ 
tion : 
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tion: (he faw, on one hand, the nece(Iit$r 
of fuppotting her tale in the prefence of 
Melinda) hut, on the other hand, (he 
was apprehenfive of being difcharged by 
Madame D’Arly, if (he (hould deceive 
her) for (he knew (he could not endure 
a liar. To avoid both, (he refolved to 
tarry on the fratid; but, as (he related 
her invidious tale, (he gave broad hints 
to Madame D'Arly. The latter, not 
txnderft&nding her meatling, ordered her' 
to be more explicits Cecilia, being now 
more perplexed than ever* con felled to 
her that (he had put the trick upon her 
daughter, only for her fake, and to pro¬ 
mote her defign the better. 

Madame D'Arly, unable to contain 
herfelf, told her aloud) that it was a 
bafea&ion; that it was mean in her to 
make herfelf ufeful at the expence of 
her veracity; and, befides, it was dis¬ 
graceful for a mother to have recourfe 
to artifice to fecure the obedience of a 
daughter* And, without fuffering her 
to fay any thing in her own defence, 
Jhe told her daughter herfelf, that her 
credulity was abufed by a falfe report. 

Melinda, tranfported with lb unex¬ 
pected a kindnefs, and penetrated with 
the moft lively gratitude, call herfelf at 
her mother's feet, returning her a thou- 
iand thanks for delivering her from a 
burden which (he was unable to fuftain. 

Madame D’Arly. Who had only kept 
ftp to the rigour of her character, and 
was not drawn afide by maternal affec¬ 
tion, fpumed her unhappy daughter from 
her with indignation, and made her hlufh 
for having perfumed to (latter herfelf, in 
her prefence, with the fidelity of a per- 
fon whom (he had commanded her to 
forget. 

4 I wifli I could obey you,' faid Me¬ 
linda, at the fame time (bedding a deluge 
of tears; < but, pray remember, that 

• this cruel command was preceded by 

• one of a fofter kind. Ah! if it were 

• poffible for us to command our af- 
‘ &Ctions,what efforts would I not make 
f ufe of to oblige you*’—* It would 

• coft you nothing to obey me,’ Teplied 
Madame D'Arly, * if you knew, as 

• well as I, yonr own intereft: as I have 
‘ nothing elfe in view, I (hall never 
4 change my refolution.’—* And for 

• my part,’ faid M. D’Arly, * I (hall 
4 be faithful to my protnife. Dry up 
.* thy tears, my dear Melinda: if Valmor 
4 be always doferving of thee, he (hall 

• have thee.’ 


Madame D’Arly flew into a tetribf# 
rage againft her hu(band, and protefted 
that (he would turn the world topfy^ 
turvy, before (he would confent to x 
marriage which was contrary to her in¬ 
clination. 

Cecilia, who was an ear-witnefs of all 
that had palled, informed the Count of 
it. He was daggered at the oppofition 
of M. D’Arly, and at the fame time 
alarmed at the promife which he had given 
to his daughter: he thought he could not 
be fure of obtaining Melinda’s hand, 
unlefs he fent her lover to fome diftance. 
It was eafy for him to do fo, by virtue of 
the poft which Valmor held in the iftand* 
He was fo much dependent oq the go¬ 
vernor, that, at the very moment when 
he intended to fee his dear Melinda once 
more, he received pofitive orders for hie 
inftant departure to a diftant ftation* 
Diftra&ed at inftru&ions which he could 
not evade without wounding his charac* 
ter, and not ignorant of the true motive 
of the Count’s behaviour, he wrote to 
M. D'Arly. He exprefled the concern 
he was under in being obliged to fet out 
immediately, begged him to make hie 
apology to Madame D'Arly, and to re- 
prefent his grief to Melinda. 

On peruhng this letter, M. D’Arly 
fell into a violent paflion, from the con¬ 
ception that Valmor's departure was 
owing to the artifice of the governor* 
He could not contain his refentmenrj 
and made ufe of inve&ives, which, 
though injurious to the character of the 
Count, were neverthelefs what he deferv- 
ed. He exclaimed very much againft 
the abufe which he made of his autho¬ 
rity, and made a folemn vow that he 
would make his complaints at court. 
The Count was foon informed of this 
by his fpies, who were not attached to 
him from principle, but were inttigatfd 
only by bale hopes of making their court 
to him, and fecurin£ his favour. 

The Count, overjoyed that the perfon 
whom he looked upon as his enemy had 
furni(hed him with a fpecious pretext of 
wreaking his revenge, gave way to the 
fuggeftions of malice and hatred. He 
ordered M. D'Arly to be apprehended 
that very day j dif^uifing this a£t of vio¬ 
lence under the ma(k of precaution* He 
reprefented M. D'Arly as a publick in¬ 
cendiary, and pretended that he made 
ufe of feveral treafonable expreffions 
againft the fupieme magi fixate. 

Madame D’Arlyi heanpg of the im- 

. prilbnmcnt 
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prifonment of her hufband, thought he 
vras really guilty; and, lofing light of 
every other concern at this crifis, (he 
thought of nothing but exciting the cle¬ 
mency of the governor in her favour. 
She had recourfe to her daughter to foften 
him. Confidering ttye extreme fondnefs 
which Melinda had for her father, the 
hoped that this very misfortune would 
furnilh her with means to accomplilh 
her defign. Not knowing, but from 
common report, the crimes of which her 
hulband was accufed, (he heightened the 
danger he was in to her own imagination* 
and reprefented it, with all it's aggrava¬ 
tions, to her daughter. The delicate 
Melinda fainted at the relation of the 
fatal news: a thoufand times more af- 
fe&ed than when Ihe heard of the infide¬ 
lity of her lover, fhe was u« able to fu- 
ftain the burden of her grief. 

She had l'carte come to herfelf, when 
a letter was brought from the Count, 
wherein he deli red Madame D’Arly to 
come to his houfe. She folicited her 
daughter to bear her company, judging 
well that Ihe would be more fuccefsful 
than herfelf. But the Count, tortured 
with the confcioufnefs of being guilty 
of injuftice, and more fo with the uncer¬ 
tainty of what might be the refult of his 
violence, changed his refolutions every 
minute, followed the letter he had fent, 
wifiling by this ftep to demonftrate his 
friendmip, and at the fame time to in¬ 
timidate Melinda. He excufed himfelf 
on account of the neceflity he laboured 
under 5 and then lamented the misfor¬ 
tune of filling a place, which at that 
juncture obliged him to make ufe of a 
degree of feverity which he could not re¬ 
mit without expofing his behaviour to 
the fufpicions of (he king himfelf. 

Madame D’Arly bur ft into tears. 
She would have given all (he was worth 
to faVe her hulband; but the Count ac¬ 
cufed him of fuch heinous crimes, that 
ihe thought he was inevitably loft. Me- 
Jinda, overcome by filial affeClion, and 
fupprefling her horror, fell at the feet 
of her enemy ; but with fuch a variety 
of paflions, as rendered her griefalmoft 
' irrefiftible. The Count pretended to be 
very much .affeCted, though at the bot¬ 
tom he piqued himfelf on pulling down 
her pride fo far as to become his fup- 
plicant. He could refufe nothing to a 
lady, who, from the paflion with which 
$e had inspired him, was become the 
jrbittf of his fate; that he was ready to 
1 % 


facrifice his place* nay* his very elnu 
raster, if he could promife himfelf that 
the hand of Melinda would be the pqr« 
chafe. 

The lover of the unfortunate Valmo* 
ftarted back with horror on hearing this. 
Reduced to the dreadful alternative of 
betraying her lover, or her father, and 
having on either fide no choice but what 
would render her cri minal, her heart fluc¬ 
tuated by turns between the inftin&s of 
nature and the claims of love, Sbe could 
fcarcely refrain from exprefling her rc- 
fentment; but recollecting the danger of 
her father, fhe had ftrength enough to 
fmother her indignation. She embraced 
her mother's knees, begging her to folicit 
a favour, which fhe could not obtain 
under the confiderations which had been 
propofed. Madame D'Arly, diftra&ed 
at tne refuial of her daughter, and fear¬ 
ing, from experience, to make ufe of her 
authority in vain, made no other reply 
at firft but that of her tears and lighs. 

* What/ faid fhe at laft, ‘ my daugh- 

* ter, will you refufe, when you find a 

* generous protestor, who rifques every 

* thing to reftore youp father to you ! 

* Ah! what a father! O Heaven! it wan 

* only his fondnefs for you that has 

* plunged him in an abyfs of evils, front 
4 which you can refeue him by a tingle 
4 word.—Oh, unhappy father ! if thou 
4 wert to know the barbarity of thy 
4 cruel daughter, thou could’ft never 
4 furvive it.* 

* O Heavens! O my mother!’ cried 
Melinda, almoftdiftra&ed, ‘youbreak 
4 my heart; you tear it to pieces by that 

* cruel expreftion. Ah ! what mu ft £ 
< do! Nay, what can I, without break- 

* ing my promife ? Afk me any thing, 

* my liberty, my life! .1 would dies 

* thoufand times, if I could, for the beft 

* of fathers!—Yes, Sir,* added fhe, with 
a warmth and dignity which heightened 
her charms, ‘ accept of me as a victim; 
4 let me expiate my crime: it is not bis, 
4 but my crime, which you punifh in 
4 him; it is his blood which runs in my 
‘ veins. If the Taws demand his, they 

* will be fufficiently avenged in fhed- 

* ding that of his unhappy daughter.— 

* O my dear, my tender father, can I 
4 fuffer you to laaguifh in irons!—O 
‘ Valmor, dear Valmor, can I break the 

* voyvs which I made to thee!—But £ 

* fee, Sir, that his name makes you un- 

* eafy; then punifh me, punifh an un- 
1 happy wretch* who dares to figh for 

4 another* 
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4 another, e;tclufive of you. Fetters* 

* dungeons, nay, even the fcaffold it- 

* felf, cannot intimidate me. I (hall 
4 behold my lad hour approaching with 

* compolure: provided my father lives, 

* no kind of death cart terrify me.— 

* Your choice,' replied the Count, with 
gre3t coolncfs, * not Only perplexes, 

* but even provokes me. Tremble, 
4 left—' ‘ No! I tremble at no- 

* thing,' replied Me.inda, ‘ for X am af 

* firred that you cannot be fo barbarous 

* as to refufe the lacrifice I have offered. 

* I mutl fubmit to the laws, even'to 

* yours; and I confide in your gene- 

* rofity.’—* Do not flatter yourfelf with 

* that, cruel fair one!’ replied the Count, 
•as I am incapable of making any im- 

* predion upon you ; you only can com* 
4 penfate me for the lofs to which I (hail 

* be obnoxious for laving your father; 

* it is you only who condemn him.’— 
4 Heavens! ye celeftial powers!' cried 
Madame D'Arly,almoft fi antick, 4 fup- 
4 port mel aflift me to make lb me im- 
4 prelTion uponehe heart of my daugh- 
4 ter!—M. D’Arly, my hulband, the 

* unhappy father of Melinda, come with 
f thy irons, come and melt the heart of 
4 thy daughter, and mine!—Melinda, 
f my dear Melinda, lee thy mother 
4 weeping at thy feet! I (hall die, if 
4 thou cbntinueft obftinate in thy bar- 
4 barous refufal.’ 

Melinda, being diftra&ed with op* 
polite paflions, knew not which to give 
the preference to. Hfer affc&ion for 
Valmor, her filial piety, her hatred of 
the Count, all thefe various emotioni 
raifed a terrible conflict in her heart. 
Two violent paflions may pcflibly reign 
together in a well-dilpoled heart; but 
mlfery almoft always turns the Icale in 
favour of that which oppreffes moft. 

At length Melinda, being overcome 
by filial affection, the virtuous principle 
'triumphed overall others; and, facrificing 
jnore than life, (he fubmitted to the moft 
painful conceflipn which could be de¬ 
manded of her, The Count, fatisfied 
yvith a vi6lory which he had purchaled 
with a crime, had i’carce begun to pique 
himfelf on account of it, when M. 
D'Arly appeared, accompanied by Val- 
itior. ’ The fond Melinda, tranfported 
with joy and grief, fled into the arms of 
her father, crying out**-* Heavens! 
4 what have I done!’ 

The governor, confounded at fo un-- 
expected a fight, changed colour^ but 


endeavouring to conceal his concern, hf 
alked Valmor, in a menacing tone, 
why he was not at his poll ? 4 Be- 

4 caufe I learnt that innocence was op- 
? prefled,’ anfwered Valmor, with a 
model! aflurance: 4 I fled to the fuccour 
4 of my* father. 1 aftembied my friends; 

4 juftice always creates them, when a 
4 tyrant is to be oppofed.'—‘ Ralh 
* youth,’ replied the governor, 4 con- 
4 fider that.it is in mv power to punilh 
4 thee!’—‘ Yes,' fa» i Valmor, 4 I know 
4 that thou mayelt abule thy power afe- 
f cond time; thou mayeft do it now with 
4 fome ftiadow.of julbce, becaufe I have 
‘ had recourfe to violence to reftore his 
4 . liberty whom thou haft robbed of it 
4 very unjuftly. I am culpable in ap- 
4 pearance; but am I fo in thine eyes ? 

4 I appeal to thy confidence.'— 1r What 
4 effrontery!' exclaimed the governor. 

4 Do not be difpleafed,’ anlwered-VaU 
mor, 4 I am ready tofubmit to my fen- 
4 tence, were I condemned to pafs the 
4 reft of my days in irons t I lhall not 
1 murmur at it; I have delivered my 
4 friend, the father of Melinda, I an*^ 
4 iatisfied. I leave my fate to ydur dif* 

4 polal.’ 

The Count was ftruck with the gene* 
rofity of his refolntion. He who had 
been able to refill the tears of Melinda, 
was not proof to the elevated fentiments 
of Valmor; or rather, confufed to find 
fuch a greatnels of lcul in his rival, ho 
could not bear the thoughts of fuflferinjg 
himfelf to be outdone in magnanimity. 

Seeing likewifc his artifices difeovered, 
and his injuftice revealed, he found it 
neceflary to make a conceflion, which 
only could regain him the efteem of a 
jhmily which he had opprefled too much. 

The melancholy family waited in a 
kind of fullen filence for the decifion of 
the Count, as if it were a fentence of 
death. The father and daughter had 
but one wifli. Madame D'Arly was 
divided between the wiftics of ambition, 
and the defire of filing the virtuous in¬ 
trepidity of Valmor rewarded. Drawn 
afide, in fpite of herfelf, by her vanity, 
though Ihe was no ftranger to the hoind 
plot of the governor, (he was concerned 
that vice on one hand, and virtue on thb 
other, would not permit her to inrerpofe 
her authority to oblige her daughter to 
make good the engagement into which, 
(he had juft entered. 

During this filentfeene, Melinda caft 
the moll tender glances towards Valmor* 
is* 'Every 
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Every flgh (he fetched, her heart Teemed fails, it fecks to indemnify itfdf; and 
to have left her bofom to unite itlelf to it is a happy thing if it (hould be by 
that of her lover. noble a&ions. 

The Count, preyed upon by an agi- Melinda and Valmor, happy beyond 
tation which cannot be deferibed, could their mo ft fanguine expe&ations, ex¬ 
rot tell what party to take. What he prefled their gratitude to the Count in 
beheld, contributed to make him more fuch a manner as was capable of flat- 
defperate. At laft, lifter a iu(pence tering him, and adminiftering comfort 
which tortured every one that was pre- to him at the fame time. They were 
fenr, 1 e (hewed his generality, by pre- married the fame day. Nothing could 
feutmg his hand to Valmor. , He was equal the happinefs which attended them 
not contented with this noble conceflion; the reft of their lives. The ambitious 
he in lifted upon Melinda's accepting the Madame.D’Arly enjoyed their felicity, 
jewels which he had deflgned for her. So true it is, that we more frequently 
and promifed Valmor to get him the find our happinefs in thofe things whica 
next place to himfelf. Pride has it’s we have defpiled, than in thofe which 
fubterfuges : when it’s natural food we wilhed.for with the greateft ardour. 

MORAD AND ABIMA. 

AN ORIENTAL TALE. 

BY MR. MARTYN. 

I B R A HIM the Second reigned over plighted her faith to the brave, the gene- 
the empire of Perfia; the luftre of rous, the youthful Morad.' 
whofe virtues was i^fpiendent as the Nor was Nezam unfufpicious of his 
burning luminary of the heavens, and daughter’s engagements : he knew and 
the mildnefs of his reign inofFenlive as honoured the virtues of Morad ; but his 
the no&urnal refleftor o( it’s beams. pofl'eflions were unequal to the extenfive 
Nfzam, the beg>erbeg of Curdiftan, domains of Abubekar, whole camels 
attended his royal mafter in the city of were counted by thousands, and whofe 
Ifpahan : his fword had formerly (up- flocks and herds were as innumerable as 
ported him in his pretenfions to the the lands on the fea-lhore. 
throne; and his counfels now guided Yet not the diamonds of the royal 
him in the paths of juftice, and rendered turban, or the rubies which glktered in 
him beloved and revered by his fubje&s, the throne of iHrahim,* could have pur- 
while his name was held in refpeft by chafed the chafte afteftions of the faith— 
the mod powerful nations of the ealt. ful Abima. The heart (he had fur- 
Abima, the daughter of Nezam, was rendered to Morad was incapable of 
beautiful, as the damfels of Paradife. change; nor did (he hefitate to comply* 
Her (kin rivalled the whitenefs of the with his intreaties, to bind herfelf by 
fnow on the mountains of Kirvan ; her thofe indiflbluble ties which transfer the 
eyes were bright as the morning-ftar; rights of the parent to a protestor of 
and her trefles vied in colour and gloffi- another name; and, influenced by a 
nefs with the fleeces of Aftracan. When paflion as pure as the light which iffiies 
fhe frailed, the dimples of the Houri from the third heaven, (he abandoned the 
adorned her cheek; and when (he fpoke, fplendid manfions of Nezam, and fled to 
her voice was like the muflek in the gar- the humble dwelling of Morad. 
dens of eternal delight, and her breath No fooner was the flight of Abima 
as fragrant as the fcr.eze which gathers dilcoveied by her ambitious father, than 
perfumes in the vallies of Arabia. he purfued her to the habitation of Mo- 

But the gentle Abima had a heart fu- rad; and with all the authority of a 
fceptible of love; and while Nezam, to parent, and all the pride of offended 
fecure to his daughter wealth, grandeur, dignity, demanded at his hands the trea- 
smd rank, engaged her hand to the rich fure which he fufpetted to be in bis pof- 
and powerful Abubekar, (he fecretly feflion. 

* VOLvIL;> I But 
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But the happy, the enraptured Morad, 
though gentle as the doves of Circaflia, 
and humble as the Faquir who traverfes 
the approaches of the facred temple of 
Mecca; in the defence of bis love, was 
fierce as the lion of Mount Caucafus j 
and of his honour, as the tiger which 
haunts the banks of the Ganges. Equally 
above deceit and fear, he avowed the 
pofltflion of his adored, his faithful 
Abima ; and his intentions to retain the 
glorious prize in his hands, at the rifque 
of what he efteemed far lei's valuable, 
that life which without her would ceal’e 
to be the obje& of his care. 

; Enraged at the bold determination of 
the intrepid Morad, the father of the fair 
fugitive retired to the houfe of the en¬ 
amoured Abubekar ; and having com¬ 
municated the intelligence fo fatal to his 
hopes, they proceeded together to the 
Divan, ana waited with impatience the 
appearance of the fovereign of Perfia. 

No fooner did the trumpets proclaim 
the approach of the monarch, than the 
trembling Nezam, having thrice pro lira! - 
ed himfelf before the throne, and thrice 
invoked the prophet he adored to render 
his fovereign propitious to his prayer, 
thus laid beforfe him the fource of his 
griefs, and demanded redrefs for injuries 
which he reprefented as unequalled. 

* Father of thy people! light of the 
4 fun! friend of Ali! prince of the 

* faithful! governor of the world! at 
‘ whofe frown all the nations of the 
4 earth tremble; at whofe fmile the three 

* known quarters of the terreftrial globe 
4 rejoice l thou who aflerteft the rights 

* of all true believers, and punifheft thofe 
1 who offend, without regard to power 
4 or condition ! If the lword of Nezam 

* hath ever been drawn in thy defence; 
4 if his arm bath ever been extended 

* fuccefsfully againft thine enemies ; if 
4 thou haft ever profited by his counfels, 
4 or his. friendly fuggeftions-have (hield- 

* ed thee from impending danger; at- 
4 tend to njv complaints, and afford to 
4 the wretched Nezam that juftice for 
.* which the meaneft of thy fubje&s have 

* never fued in vain. 

* Morad, the perfidious Morad ! hath 
4 invaded the manfions of happinefs and 
4 peace t he h?th ravilhed from me the 

* delight of my eye, and the comfort of 
4 my age; he hath covered* my head 
4 with difgrace, and filled mine eyes 

* with forrow.—Oh ! Abima, Abima ! 
f loft, deluded Abima P 


Paffion had now overwhelmed the dif- 
appointed Nezam, and ftopped the ut¬ 
terance of words ? when Ibr.ihim r adorn- 
ed with all the dignity of iovereignty, 
and all the grace of confcious virtue, 
arofe from his throne, and thus addieffcJ 
his agitated fuppiiant. 

4 Nezam, if thy complaint is as un* 

* founded as thy lufpicions of Ibrahim, 

4 thou leekeft not juftice, but partial fa- 

* vour ; which thou (halt never receive 
4 at the hapdsof the humble vicegerent 
4 of Heaven, who hath armed his fer- 

* vant with authority for purpofes in 

* which friendfliip hath no intereft, rot* 

4 favour the fmalleft (hare: but if thou 

* haft, indeed, received injury from 

* Morad ; if he has defrauded thee of 
4 thy parental rights, and pofl*efles,with- 
4 out thy confent, the child of thy bo- 

* fom were he as. dear to my heart as 
f Mirza, the heir of my throne, juftice 

* fhould tear him from my affeft.ons, 

‘ and the lentence of my lips decree him 

4 to make reftitution.’ ' i 

Abubekar now approached the throne; 
and having confirmed the charge of Ne¬ 
zam, and claimed the intereft of an affi¬ 
anced hufband in Abima, the officers of 
juftice were difpatched to bring the de¬ 
linquent into the royal prefenc/e; and to 
conduft thither, alfo, the partner of his 
heart, the fair objeft of contention, the 
gentle Abima. 

In a very few minutes a general mur¬ 
mur, which ran through the affembly, 
announced the entrance of the faithful 
lovers. Morad, with a manly and mo- 
deft air, led the trembling and weeping 
Abima to the foot of the throne; and 
the charge of Nezam, and the claim of 
Abubekar, having been dated to him, 
the monarch of Perfia called on him for 
a defence ; and admonifhed him to be¬ 
ware how he trefpafled the bounds of 
truth, or attempted an excufe founded 
in the flighted impofition. 

But the virtuous Morad needed no 
fuch caution: he fcorned to pur^hale 
even happinefs at the price of difho- 
nour; and though he held his Abima 
dearer than his life, yet he would much 
rather abandon both than retain them at 
the expence of falfliood. He acknow~ 
Jedged, and he gloried in his love; he 
con Idled his having prevailed on the 
fair Abima to prefer him to her more, 
wealthy lover; and he jultified her choice 
by a fair and candid comparison be¬ 
tween his own age,,perfo&, and qualify 
^ * c*tioo«. 
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cations, and thofe of the rejected Abu- 
bekar. 

But the declarations of Morad amount¬ 
ed rather to a confeflion than an extenu¬ 
ation of his guilt; and Ibrahim, though 
his heart acknowledged the truth and 
felt the force of his excufes, found him- 
felf compelled to render the juftice he 
bed promt led to Nezam, and to condemn 
the unfortunate Morad to the fevereft of 
all puni/hments, the parting with his 
adored Abima ! but, like a gracious 
judge, he tempered the rigid letter of 
the law with the mildeft interpofitions 
of humanity^ and white he pronoun¬ 
ced the Following fentence, the foft 
tear of pity reflefted more luftre on his 
cheek than all the diamonds in his 
crown. 

* Morad, thy-condemnation proceeds 

* from thine own mouth! Thou haft 
4 taken the daughter of Nezam, without 

* the confept of her father; and the 

* contracted wife of Abubekar, with- 
4 out his permiflion. Reftore, then, to 
4 the,parent his child, and to the lover 
. 4 his miftrefs: and, to con foie thee for 

* thy loft, Ibrahim will advance thy for- 
4 tunes, and raile thee to fuch dignities 
4 and honours, that the chiefs of the 

* empire fhall court .thy alliance, and 

* thou /halt chufe a reprefentative for 

* the fair Abima among the choiceft 

* beauties of Ifpahan.' 

4 Father of the faithful!’ replied the 
unfortunate Morad, 4 thy fervant bows 
4 down in humble and fubmiflive grati- 

* tude before the juft and gracious mi- 
4 niftet* of Heaven ! The favours thy 
4 goodnefs would extend to the meaneft 

* of thy fubjeCls, beftow on fome more 
4 worthy and more fortunate object. 
4 The wretched Morad murmurs not at 
4 thy decree—but he hath loft his Abi- 
4 ma: the world has no charms for 
4 him ; and he will court death as a re- 
4 lief from pain, and feek it as the only 
4 fhelter from his forrows! 1 

Morad having pronounced thefe 
words, quitted the hand of Abima; 
and while every heart melted at his dif- 
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trefs, bowed in filence to the thrdne, and 
prepared to quit the aflembly. 

At this inftant Abubekar made his 
way through the crowd which furround- 
ed the weeping fair; and having feized 
the hand which had juft been f grafped 
by her more favoured lover, he befought 
the monarch to acknowledge his claim 
to Abima before Morad ftiould be dif¬ 
fered to depart: and this requeft having 
been complied with, he thus addrefted 
the difconfolate lover. 

4 Morad, thou haft reafon to com- 
4 plain that the wealth of Abubekar 
4 hath proved a bar to thy happinefs 3 
4 but the gracious Being who diftributes 
4 prefperity and adverfity, frames alfo 
4 the minds of his creatures, and en- 
4 dows them with faculties to enjoy, 

4 and patience to fen Jure. 0 n me the 
4 Almighty power hath Iavi/hed in 
4 abundance the bounties of his hand, 

4 and he hath alfo blefted me with de- 
4 fires to enjoy; but be hath tempered 
4 my enjoyments with prudence to con- 
4 troul my pa/lions, and he hath re- 
4 ft rained my inclinations, by reafon, 

4 within the bounds of temperapee and 
4 moderation. Thinkeft thou, Morad, 

4 that my enjoyments coniift in gratifi- 
4 cations purcha/ed at the expence of 
4 mifery to my fellow-creatures ? or that 
4 the foft fenfations which move the 
4 mind of the magnanimous Ibrahim,are 
4 ftrangers to the "bread of the lefs dif- 
4 tingni/hed Abubekar? Thinkeft thou, 

4 that white the fountain of his hu- 
4 manity flows with oil to pour into the 
4 wounds of affliction, the fources of 
* Abubekar’s pity aTe dried up, and his 
4 heart Heeled againft the noble feelings 
4 of humanity ? At my hands, deferv- 
4 ing Morad, accept the choiceft of 
4 earthly bleflings, a beautiful and vir- . 
4 tuous wife. May Ali, the friend of 
4 our prophet, crown thy union with 
4 unfading felicity; and Ibrahim, his 
4 lieutenant, difpenfe to thee, and the 
4 fair and faithful Abima, the full mea- 
4 fure of thy deferts, in power, riches, 

4 and honour!’ 
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SIR ROBERT 

H O W frequently do we hear peo- 
pletalkingofphilolbphy, and attri¬ 
buting effeCb to it's power, which, with 
as much reafon, and more probability, 
might be derived from almoft any other 
caufel Apathy, aflfe&ation, fullennefs, 
indolence, andlilence, originating from 
a real want of capacity to talk, are each 
diftinguilhed in turn with this honour¬ 
able name, and their relpeCtive proprie¬ 
tors held in eftimation accordingly. 
When a man fays he delpifes the world, 
why fhould we not fufpeft that the fpi- 
rit of figure-making, or, what is worle, 
that of contradiction, which is every day 
influencing others, does not influence 
him ? and when he thinks he defpiles it, 
let us enquire whether his hopes have 
not been difappointed, or the benefits he 
has conferred been repaid wi h ingrati¬ 
tude. It is difficult to decide whether 
we oftener mifcall the motives of our own 
actions, or miftake thofe of other peo¬ 
ple} and, of all human caufes,. none is fo 
often erroneoully fuppofed a$ ftoiciim, 
or philofophy. I fhall be underftoodto 
mean in our own cafe, for we are not fo 
apt to attribute it to our acquaintance : 
on the contrary, whenever we hear any 
ef their a&ions derived from it, we ereCt 
oprfeives againft the opinion, and make 
a parade of what we call our found 
judgment, which prevents our being 
milled into any miftakes of fentiment; 
for, among the many pretty names we 
beftow on our own fenfatlons, foundnefs 
of judgment is that by which we ufually 
diftinguifh luch as, in general, aril’e 
from tnvy, or other feelings of the fame 
ftanip, equally in want of fome of thofe 
pretty names to let them off. 'But with 
oiirfelves the cafe is alteiedj and every 
aClion wherein paffion does not evidently 
ftand foremoft, becomes clearly the re- 
fult of a fuperior underftanding aflifted 
in it’s endeavours by a philofophick 
turn of mind. In fine, I believe all the 
real ftoicifm of this world might be 
comprehended within a very limited cir¬ 
cle} in a ftill lefs one, perhaps, than our 
difintereftednefs,' which has generally 
'been efteemed that virtue, of every other, 


MARKHAM. 

which Nature has been meft {paring in 
her diftribution of. 

The example of Sir Edward Mark¬ 
ham may l'erve to enforce my opinion. 
This baronet was one of thofe country 
gentlemen who pride themfelves on the 
ancientnefs of their families, live on their 
eftates, and attend only to tiie improve¬ 
ment of thofe, and the augmentation of 
their imereft in the county where they re- 
fide. He had but one fonj and how high¬ 
ly he valued him, as the future inheri¬ 
tor of his name and fortune, after the 
above tiaits of his chara&er, may eafily 
he conceived. Not but that young 
Markham's worth might of itfelf jnftify 
his partiality, for be was a general fa¬ 
vourite} and his popularity arofe not I'o 
much from thole noify pretenfions to 
fame, which are certain of fixing the ap¬ 
probation of vulgar minds, as from thofe 
ftill and unaffuming virtues, the influ¬ 
ences of which are felt but within a. li¬ 
mbed circle, and acknowledged too ge¬ 
nerally by fpiiits only of a fuperior or¬ 
der. 

Adjoining to the property of Sir Ed¬ 
ward, was the eftate of a gentleman with 
whom he had been unremittingly at va¬ 
riance ever fince he had fucceeded to his 
father. The quarrel, in lbme degree, 
had fubfifted for generations, and pro- 
mifed todofo as long as thecaufe of it 
fhould remain, which was, theboundaiy 
of their refpe&ive dominions} for, at the 
time Sir Edward judged it proper for his 
fon to endeavour a; the repreflntation of 
their cotinty in parliament, it was raging 
at an higher pitch than ufual, and ceaied 
but fora time, in confederation.of a mis- 
fortune,which nearly overturned the un¬ 
bending adverfary's reafor. This was 
no other than the lofs of a wife, to whom 
he had been married only three quarters 
of a year, and doated on to diftraCUon* 
So extreme was his forrow at this event, 
that even Sir Edward, whofe turn of mind 
was not that of compaifion, felt a fhare 
of the pain it occafioned, and teftified 
his regret in terms that only loft their 
expreffion of amity in proportion as the 
grief of the fufferer fubfided. It fub- 
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fkled altogether in due time; and then 
the old dispute was taken up with accu¬ 
mulated vehemence, and carried on fe- 
veral months with ^.vigour on both Tides 
that at lead appeared nor likely to de- 
creafe on either. About this period, the 
fucctfs of the young gentleman, re'pcft- 
ing the favourite point in view, a (eat 
in the Houle of Commons, fulfilled his 
father’s ambition, and he received the 
nearly general congratulations of the 
(hire he was to reprefent, to the delight 
of him, and the revived afflitlion of the 
litigious borderer, who had not genero- 
fity of mind fufficient to except the fon 
from the hatred he bore his father. The 
rejoicings of this latter will be fuppofed 
extreme: they werefo; but they were 
(hort-lived. 

George Markham, amiable as we have 
defcribed him, was gu lty of the fewelt 
excefles. The pleafures, as they are 
called, of the table, were to him no plea¬ 
fures; but moderation in thofe of the 
field he was unacquainted with. Hunt¬ 
ing he made a Aienc?, and no fcience 
was ever more pra6lically ftudied. His 
hunters were the fined holies of that fpe- 
ciss in England; and he prided himfelf 
equally on them, and on his v.cnfnmmate 
(kill in the art of riding: hut this (kill, 
great as it was, proved fatal; for too fre¬ 
quently it led him into dangers, one of 
which proved the early period of his 
davs. 

A chace uncommonly interefling had 
exhilarated his 1’pi its beyond their ulna! 
pitch. .No attempt appeared too ha¬ 
zardous, no obil3cle too great, to be 
overcome by any one in the company; 
'and could Markham, their acknow¬ 
ledged leader, fall hack at the fight of 
p^ril, orrefign the dntin&ion of joremoft , 
which he had undifputediy maintained 1b 
long? The effort could not have (tic- 
ceeded, had it been made, but it never 
was made;, and the appearance of a pre¬ 
cipice (even feet high occafioned not in 
him the hesitation of a moment.. His 
borfe was equal to the leap, and might 
hav£ effected it without hurt either to 
his mafter or himfelf, had it not been 
for the large loofe ftones with which the 
ground at the bottom of the precipice 
(formerly the eflge of a quarry) was co¬ 
vered : thefe rolling under the horfe’s 
feet, brought him down; and the un¬ 
fortunate Markham was thrown tofome 
diftance, with his head over one of the 
iorgefl, He expired inftantaneoufiy. 


before any of his companions, whole 
comfe was (lopped by the alarming 
profpe£l, could reach h m by the circuit¬ 
way, which they then thought proper 0 
prefer to the one he had chofen. Sir 
Edward was not prelent; but the dread¬ 
ful occurrence had taken place on his 
grounds, and the manfion-houfe was 
even in fight. The body o( his fon was 
carried thither on horfeback, while the 
truth was made known to him by the 
foothing voice of a friend, and every one 
flood mute m expe&a’.ion of the torrent 
of grief that would bin ll from the af- 
flifted and difappeinied father. The 
gentleman with whom he was at variance 
was there among the reft, and the idea 
of his own recent lofs rtcurred. ‘ This 

* (hock is a dreadful one/ fkid he, ift a 
low voice, to the perfon who (food next 
him; ‘ hut it is not to be equalled to 

* mine, for our feelings are more lively 
4 with refpeft to the other fex; yet I am 

* told this Markham could blame the 

* excels of my a(Hi£lion for the death of 

* my Maria: fetus now fee how he hi m- 

* felf can bear up againll the ftroke of 

* adverfuy. Were the event of our fuk 
‘ to depend on the matter of fortitude 
4 only, I fancy it would foon be deter- 

* mined in my favour. What lament- 

* ations (liall we now have! He will ne- 
4 ver fnpport himfelf. even with as much 
4 philofophy as I did.' Thefe words 
were heaid by the perfon to whom they 
were addrefted; but they were overheard 
by Sir Edward too, whom the general 
filence favoured. He (food for a few 
m mites with the marks of refle£lion,a$ 
much as thofe of forrow, on his counte¬ 
nance; and then retired without uttering 
one word. The next day, with the ap¬ 
pearance of a fettled but manly grief, he 
gave orders concerning the interment of 
his fon, and even enquired into the parti* 
culars of his dea:h. Amazement was 
the fenlation of every one. His furvival 
of the blow had fcarcely been expe6led s 
but to behold his forrowfoftened into calm 
deje£lion; to hear him, within afortnight 
after, talk of the difpenfations^of Provi¬ 
dence, and of the evils his beloved (on 
had perhaps efcaped by fo early a fum- 
mons to his Creator; appeared indeed a 
miracle. His conduft was called *phl- 
lofophy; it was even called religion: but 
was it in faft either? No; for thus had 
Sir Edward reafoned within himfelf. 

* My lofs is irreparable; my affli&iqn 
4 the bitcereft that can be felt: yet (hall 

4 the 
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• the man I hate havecnufe to triumph 

• over me ? (hull he rife fupei ior on com- 

• pnrifon, and my own weaknefs force 
t every fpe£\a'tor tollde with him again ft 

• me in hisefteem? It (hall not be faid. 

• I will (hew the world, that the high 

• Markham fpiritcan (oar to any height; 

• and that, far from finking under the 


* ftrokc that has been infli£ted on me, 

* I can fubmit to it without a ftruggle. 

* He who thinks to point me out as an 

* obieft of contempt, (hall himfelf ap- 
f pear mean in competition. I will 

* force him to acknowledge his inferio- 
4 iity.* Such is Stoicifm. 


HOUR the SECOND. 
PERRY PRYWELL* 


T HERE is in this world a community 
of people, the members of which we 
are perpetually meeting with, who feem 
born for no other end than that ofdilhu b- 
ing themfelves and others with the con¬ 
cerns of thofe others. Theft people are 
fillier than children, their minds are worle 
employed, and they are beyond compan¬ 
ion more troublel'ome. Perpetually in¬ 
truding themfelves where they have no 
bullneis, and where it is not pollible they 
can be produ6live of any good, their ipiuts 
never can be poffeffed of the (lighted de¬ 
gree of tranquillity; for no fooncr have 
they with difhcultyefcaped from the mid ft 
of one *vacarme , than they edge on un¬ 
remittingly till thev can nnd an oppor¬ 
tunity ot plunging into the very thickeft 
of another; not to mention their never- 
failing talent of creating imaginary mon- 
liej-5, which none but themfelves ever 
heard of, or ever will perceive. Tir.y 
are always in a/wonder, always in a la¬ 
byrinth, which no contrivance but their 
own could have formed, and which they 
are half detracted when they cannot 
conduct their auditors into as well as 
themlelvts. To be quiet is incompati¬ 
ble with being in their company, for they 
are inceiiantly in a (tate of perturbation; 
and, contrary to thcuftial order of things, 
you mult be in the fame, if you mean to 
be at peace. But diameters of this (tamp 
are only defpicable. Woe be to thofe who 
inhumanly can bufy themfelves to deltroy 
the innoqent pleafure they fee others pol¬ 
icing! The former are generally the 
harmlefs pelts of fociety; but thefe are 
infernal, and their blighting breath is 
repugnant to human nature. I want to 
know why every man cannot walk on in 
the path he fees before him, contentedly, 
and in filence : if thorns lie in his way, 
why he cannot clear them deliberately 
atidc, or prune them off, to as to leave his 
puffage free, without indolently endea¬ 


vouring either to he hopping over them, 
and thereby, if he falls, icratching him¬ 
felf the worle, or needlefsty killing him¬ 
felf to he (training them up by the roots-? 
M ich more would I be informed, why 
he cannot fatisfy bimlelf with looking, 
if he needs mult be looking, into his 
neighbour's path, without a-tempting to 
thruft himfelf into it, and be walking 
ahreaff, when perhaps it was too narrow 
for one? 

Pery Pry well wjs a firft character of 
this foit. Any circumftance’s not con¬ 
cerning himfelf, was a iufucient rea/on 
for his interefting himfelf in it; and he 
enjoyed a h ippinels nearly perfect, when, 
by any application, or any meannds 
whailoever, be had made what heefteem- 
ed a difeovery, and could hud fuch op¬ 
portunities of imparting it to h : s ac¬ 
quaintance as wi ie likely to enhance it’s 
value. A young nobleman, of the moll 
jnblemilhcd tepuUtion, to whom he had 
long been known, ulVd often to remon- 
ltra e with him on the fub ed of this 
practice, nnd wain him of the (crapes 
which in all probability it would at fome 
time lead him into. But Perry was in¬ 
corrigible; and even conceived adiflike 
towards the man who fo fought to de¬ 
prive him of the fupreme eniovment of 
his life. This dillike fuppofed, it will 
be thought he felt an emotion rather of 
pleafure than pain; when one day, in the 
courfeof hisiiaily jounds, palling by one 
of our (alhionahle-giming-houfes, he faw 
this young lord coming out of the door of 
it with bis arm under that of a gentleman 
whom he did not know farther than as 
being noted for his attendance theie. 
This was a difeovery; and Perrv loft no 
time in making it general. The firft 
perfon he comrmmicated it to, was a 
whimllcal old lady, who encouraged his 
favourite palfion of tattling by the ex¬ 
treme delight with which (he ufed to liften 
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to his reports, ar.d by the wonder they 
always threw her into. But here her 
furprize Teemed much to exceed her plea- 

fuVe. * Lord Henry R-come out (if 

/ a gaming houfe! So fine a character! So 

* well fpoken of a young man! Was it 

* portable?’ 1 he old lad\’s daughter was 
prelent,and by her thefe lartwords were re¬ 
echoed. In Ihort, Perry plumed himfelf 
very highly on being in poife-flion of this 
great piece of news; and ported away 
through a dozen Louies, anxious to reveal 
the important fecret to any that would 
give him the hearing. In a few days after, 
the following paragraph appeared in the 
morning papers. 4 We can allure otir 

* readers, that the reports lately circu- 
4 lated refpecling a future alliance he- 
4 tween Lord H— R— — and Mifs 

* E—frn—e, arc without foundation; 

* or, at lead, if they could ever boaft of 
4 any, that the match is entirely broken 
4 off.’ The reading of this article corn- 
pleated Perry’s triumph. The initials 
of the young Lady’s name he knew to 
be thofe of Mil's Eliefmere, daughter to 
the old one above-mentioned; and the 
idea of her being bv his means preferved 
from a gamefleiy flattered that portion 
of benevolence that could find room in a 
heart nearly engrorted by one predomi¬ 
nant portion. It is true, at the time 
lord Henry was feen by this general ob- 
fiervGr, he was on the point of marriage 
with Mifs Eliefmere, who was a very 
amiable and a very beautiful girl, but 
with a fortune extremely limited. It has 
already been obferved, her mother was 
whimficai to a degree. No confideratiofi, 
after the receipt of Perry’s intelligence, 
could induce her to content to the match 
going cn; and, under pain of her eternal 
drip lea fine, Amelia was ordered to give 
up every thought of the man (hehad been 
carefully initialled to regard; and he 
was for ever forbid to enter the houfe, 
unable as he was to imagine the caufe 
of a change that interefted him fo nearly. 
Not only this, but, in a very Ihort time 
after, a private gentleman of good for¬ 
tune offering himfelf to Mils Eliefmere, 
ihe was directed to give him every pro¬ 
per encouragement; and her remon- 
ftrances and exprertions of dillike availed 
her fo little with a mother who had no 
idea of her commands, either reafon- 
akrte or unreafbnable, being difregarded, 
that the union was abfolutely concluded 
on i ridels than three weeks, and the very 
morning fixed on which it was to take 
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place. Two days before it, Mrs. EUef- 
mere received a letter from Lord Henry, 
acquainting her that he was informed of 
the approaching nuptials, and requeuing, 
as a lart favour, that lhe would allow 
him, anywhere, a qua! ter of an hour's 
convufaiion, as it was his particular 
wirti to impart to her a eircnmltance that 
lhe could not but deem of the utmofl 
importance. Her daughter wa> out of 
the queltion; he wilhed only to lee her. 
The contents of this letter, to the per- 
fon it was add re fled to appeared extra¬ 
ordinary; and, at firft, an emotion of 
continued difpleafure templed her to re* 
fufe the demand of it's author. Yet her 
fpirit of curiofity in the end furmounted 
every oppoling partion, and file appoint¬ 
ed her once peculiar favourite to meet 
her the next day at the houfe of a com¬ 
mon friend, for into her own file hadre- 
folved he fiiould never enter more. Hi* 
impatience conduced him there before 
the time. When lhe came, with a dif- 
pafiionate tone, he addrerted her in thefe 
words. 4 It was your pleafure fome 

* time ago, for what caule 1 never could 
4 portibly guefs, to break off my pur- 

* poted alliance with your daughter, my 
4 attachment for whom you had full 

* realon to believe the fincereft poflihle. 
4 I acquiefced in your decifion; and, 
4 though I cannot exp re Is what it colt 

* me, gave up every hope of calling her 

* mine. I am now informed, by cer- 

* tain authority, thaf in a very Ihort 

* time file is to be married to Colonel 
4 Crawley. My own regard for her 

* happinefs I never wilhed to furmount, 
4 and that alone actuates me at this roo- 

* ment. He is the molt noted gamefter 
4 in town. I know him to be a ruined 
4 man, and one whom millions could 

* not enrich. He was fome time my 
4 friend, and I pitied his infatuation. 

* Not boaftingly be itfpoken, but for the 
4 purpofe of (hewing you his incorri- 
4 gibility: once, on receiving intelli— 

* gence of his being at Brookes’s, and 

* flaking very high, I went thither; and, 
4 by repeated expoflulations, effe&ed 

* his removal, and brought him out 

* with me. Since then, he has returned 

* to the deltruftive pra&ice; and, at the 
4 time we are now fpeaking, I could by 

* certain means, if you required them, 
4 convince you that he is indebted evexy 
4 i hilling in the world!’ 

How flrong and how various were the 
emotions of Sirs* Eliefmere, while Lord 

Henry 
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Henry, was pronouncing thefe words, 
cannot }>e expreffed. Some, feconds 
elapied before file had the power of fpeak- 
ing. When it returned, her fil'd ufe of it 
was to a fk, a t w h a t pc r i od t h e c i r c u m ft an c e 
he mentioned had occurred ? and his an- 
fwer perfectly correfponding with the re¬ 
port of her officious intelligencer, ef¬ 
fectually removed every doubt remain¬ 
ing in her bread; for, as he had always 
been kept in ignorance as to the caufe 
•f his difcardment, there was no reaibsi 


HOUR THE 
ANTHONY 

F EW things in convei farion are fo apt 
to excite the impatience of feniihle 
perfons,as ftuptd and illiberal prejudices, 
involving whole nations, or oiher bodies 
of men. Thefe we fee too often not only 
admitted, but indulged: fometimes even 
t>y people of fnperior underftandings; 
but oftened, as indeed they ought to be, 
by ill-educatcd fools, who fancy their 
abufe will give them an air of confe- 
quence and reafoning; and dread led, 
by feeming too often pleafed, theyfhould 
be thought inlignificant. From thefe 
good caufes, or, perhaps, from having 
imbibed fuch notions young, and want¬ 
ing afterwards fenfe or activity to en¬ 
quire whether they were jullly founded, 
we hear arguments held with heat, ill- 
manners, and impetuofity; where the 
foolith reafoner , it the term may be lb 
mifapplied, blunders on blindfold, at¬ 
tacking all before him, and indudrioufly 
placing himfeif in a light much more 
contemptible than any whole fetor com¬ 
munity can ever appear in to fuch as 
are endowed with a liberal way of think¬ 
ing. Tho-le who have not that good 
fortune, will always take it for granted 
what a man is by his country or piofef- 
fion. Phyficians or lawyers will be con¬ 
demned unheard. An Irishman will be 
a dangerous perfon to keep company 
with, as he mud infallibly be a murder¬ 
er, or a duellid at the lead ; though the 
very fame man, bom on this fide the 
Channel, would beedeemed the beft-na- 
tured and pleafanteft - creature in the 
world. A native of Wales will be en- 
flamed with pride; though an Englilh- 
man, juft like him, would be inodeftand 
unaffuming: and it will not be in the 

f >ower of a Scotchman to loojc up, or to 
ook down, without ibrae interefted mo* 


whatever to fufpefl the veracity of hit 
prefent 'dory. Her expreflions of de¬ 
light flowqd unrtdrained ; ihe recount*. \ 
ed to him the whole of the affair; and 
it’s llq el may readily be imagined. 
The intended match with Crawley was 
broken off; that with his rival conclud¬ 
ed; and the man who, by his idle medd¬ 
ling, had fb nearly ruined the happinefs 
of a whole family, forever ban i (lied from 
their fociety. 

THIRD. 

SELDON. 

tive. Thefe I have mentioned in parti* 
cular, becaufe, for what reafon I know 
nor, we 1‘eem more inclined to expofe 
ourfelves, by ridiculing our neared and 
Biitifh neighbours, than any foreign 
power; and becaufe I really hold it pof- 
fible for an Irifhman not to be bloody- 
minded, a Welfhman not cholerick, and 
for a perlon to be honett and undefign- 
ing without having drawn his firft breath 
on thefouth fide of the Tweed. 

Anthony Seldon was a venerable old 
man, refpe6led by every individual in 
the neighbourhood where he lived; and 
univerfally compaiTionated, as having 
met with difappointment in the fupremelt 
of his wifhes, that of beholding his eld- . 
ell lbn an honour to his age, and to the 
family from which he was defcended, 
which was ancient, but, by repeated in- 
flances of ill-fortune, reduced to cir¬ 
cumstances the molt limited. Young 
Seldon was, indeed, moft undeferving of 
his 'father; and, though want of fuffi- 1 
cient means prevented him adding'to the 
number of the modern heroes of the me¬ 
tropolis, yet in the principal town of 
the county wherein his father refided, 
he contrived, by his exploits, to diftin- 
guifh himlelf in no inconfiderable de* 
gree, At Norwich he perpetually lived; 
and was there when a fit of illnefs, the 
confequervce of quick-fucceeding de¬ 
bauches, fuudenly feized, and in four 
days reduced him to extremity. Intel¬ 
ligence of it was immediately fentto his 
unfortunate parent, with a requeft that 
he would fet off for the town (fifty 
miles from his own houfe) without ilofs 
of time, as his fon had been given over 
by his phyfician, and wifhed to fee him 
once more, that he might die forgiven. 

A difpatch of fuch a nature was not to 
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be neglected. With a bleeding heart, 
the unhappy old man left his home, 
and battened towards a fcene fo threat¬ 
ening to his affe&ion and his feelings. 
Age permitted him not to ride: a chaile, 
therefore, though ill fuited to his cir- 
cumttnnces, was the quickeft convey¬ 
ance; and, in three hours and an half, 
he had gone upwards of forty miles, 
and was arriving within view of Nor¬ 
wich, when the end of the ftage obliged 
him to ftop to change poft-horfes. Five 
minutes before his arrival, a Scotch lord, 
with a. retinue of eleven fervants, had 
come into the inn, and engaged every 
horfe belonging to it. Thofe that had 
brought old Seldon were too tired to go 
any farther, at leatt without repoiing 
fome time; and time was what he could 
not lofe. There was no other publick- 
houfe in the village, and his di ftrels was 
the moll perplexing that can be imagin¬ 
ed. To heighten it Hill farther, he 
heard fomething of a confuted report, 
left there that morning by people tra¬ 
velling on their way from Norwich, that 
liis fon had been arretted, and carried to 
prifon. Diftra&ed by this news, he fat 
down; and, jis well as his agitated fenfes 
would permit, wrote a fupplicating let¬ 
ter to the noble lord above-mentioned, 
acquaindng him that he was on bufi- 
■nefs of the utttioft importance, his eldeft 
fon lying, eight miles farther, at the point 
of death, and humbly entreating that he 
would fpare him,' for one hour, two 
hoi fes out of the twelve he had lately en¬ 
gaged. He farther befought his for- 
givenefs for the liberty he was taking; 
but hoped the preffingnefs of the occa- 
fion might plead his excufe. To* this 
.letter, couched in fuch terms, Seldon 
.received no anfwer; but, in lefs time 
than a quarter of an hour, had the mor¬ 
tification to fee two coaches and four, 
.ami four i*addle-horfes, fet off from the 
inn-gate, and at once dettroy his laft hope 
•of ever, in this world, beholding his fon 
.again. The old man was naturally 
cholerick; he was prejudiced too, and 
hated the Scotch. ‘ Proud, curfed, and 
! over-bearing people IV cried hej ‘ may 
‘ ye meet with all ye merit, the cou- 
• 4 tempt of every Englifhman!, May ye 
* be turned out of our deluded country 


the houfe, knowing his diftrefs, flopped 
it for him; and he got in, execrating the 
Scotch nation, and blefling Providence 
for this chance of once more embracing 
his child. Somewhat lefs than an houf 
conveyed him to Norwich, and a few 
minutes to the abode that he now almoft 
dreaded to enter. With a trembling 
hand, however, he knocked. An ola 
woman opened to him. She was in tears; 
and could fcarcely articulate words fuf* 
ficient to inform him, that his fon, a very 
fhort time before, had been dragged out 
of the hotife by three men, and carried, 
fhe was afraid, to prifon. He was bet¬ 
ter, fhe added for his comfort, having 
been pronounced entirely out of danger; 
but which way they hatTtaken him, for 
certain, fhe could not fay. So intenfe 
were the feelings cr her auditor at this 
pews, that v what he leait thought of was 
making her any anfwer; and fhe had not 
even quite finifhed fpeaking, when he 
turned from her, and was preparing to 
fet off anew. Atth3t inllant, a 1'ervant 
in livery came up, and gave a letter to 
the old woman, charging her, as foon as 
jtlie father of. young Mr. Seldon fliould 
arrive in town, to deliver it to him. Th* ' 
dire&ion was in his Ton’s hand. He 
fnatched it from her; and, tearing it 
open, found within thefe words— , 

• \ Spirit of Heaven, O my father! has 
relieved me. They were dragging 
me to prifon, when he met me, difeharged 
my debt, and had me conveyed beneath 
his own roof. Come to me, for 1 am 
forbid writing. Enquire for the houfe 
of Lord Mrirofs, juft without the town. 
You will there find your repentant 
ion, 

George Selpom. 

Loft in amaze, and fcarcely knowing 
what to believe or expe£l, the much agi¬ 
tated, father followed the ervant, who 
ottered to condu& him to his matter’s 
abode. There the myftery was cleared 
up. The fame proud nobleman, who 
difdained to anfwer the fupplic iting ad- 
drefs of an inttgnificant Iti anger, had, 
on his entrance into the town, obferved 
a genteel young man, with the appear¬ 
ance of death on his countenance, forci-* 


* the beg^trs that ye came, and never . bly dragged along, by three ill-looking 
.* more be fuffered to monopolize here, officers of juftice, towards the common 

* and fwell on the wealth of others T gaol. He had enquired into the affair; 
He was yet fpeaking^-when a ftage-ma- .had leyned that the unfortunate viftim 
xhine jlew paft the door. The people of of. his own imprudence was iuff recover- 
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ing from a mortal illnefs; and, without ‘ tried; for man is a con trad ion to 
informing himfelf of the amount of his * himlelf, and it is not for man to 
debt, had ordered the creditor to come 9 judge him* Much lefs wjll I ever di- 
to him} and conveyed the other to his * refcl my abufe towards a whole nation, 
Jioufe,. where a bed was prepared, and 9 Virtue and vice are indifferently the 
every poflible attention directed to be * produce of every country; and often, 
paid to him. * Oh!' fa id the aged S el- 9 as here, do we iind them inhabiting the 
don, ‘ I never more will condemn any * fame boiuin!' 

* one individual, until he be thoroughly 

HOUR THE FOURTH. 

MATILDA, 

I T is an idea exceedingly unpleafant fingularly fubjeft to the will of two widow 
and difeouraging, that thofe perfons aunts his fillers, who had married bro- 
who are poflefled of external recommenda- thers, and of whom the youngeft only 
tions in the greateft variety, can gene- had one fon. Matilda was an heirefs; 
rally be leaft praifed for thofe within, and thefe aunts, in cafe of her dying un- 
One of the greateft pleafures we enjoy, married, or marrying without their joint 
is the foertty of politenefs and affability, confent, became her fuccefTors. Had 
Cruel drawback ! that they (houldbe lb they been both alike, and both like the 
often attended with inlincerity and cold- eldeft, fuch a difpofition might not have 
nefs ! Could we be certain qf every one been attended with difagreeable confe- 
proving what he leems, how delightful qucnces; but their characters were wide- 
would be the general confidence we ly different. The fmdotheft courtefy, 
might indulge ! Whereas, now, how de- and the moft winning deportment, re¬ 
prefling is the reftraint that, common commended the younger MrsT Lawley 
prudence dilates ! Inward and exter- to all who beheld her; while the rough, 
nal graces not only are feldom united, the blunt and unpolilhed manners of her 
but the latter, frequently, it is to be filler, gave general difguft. Their ward 
feared, are accompanied by the bafeft in- doated on the firft, who was all affe&ion 
mates. Whenever a perfon is l'een of towards her, as much as fhe dreaded the 
manners peculiarly foi't and engaging, uncomplying, untolerating fpirit, of the 
we muft not be led away by the plea- latter. 

fureable emotions that his converfation She generally lived with thefe ladies; 
will naturally excite. We may enjoy and it was a Angular circumftance for 
his l’ociety for the time; but muft not be her, when, on being invited to the houfe 
dazzled by the well-glofled creature, nor of a particular friend of theirs, fhe was 
believe we know what he is, fo long as allowed to fpend three weeks from them; 
thole manners are the only evidence in at the end of which fhe returned, as im- 
his favour. Vices of the deepeft dye re- patient to embrace one of her guardians, 
quire the'whiteft cloak of concealment—* as fearful of beholding the other. Dur- 
Unpleafing l'enlation! which breaks the ing her vifit, Sir Charles Morton, a 
ungalling chain by which you were young baronet of large fortune, and a 
held, and fnaps it fhort at the moment neighbour of the lady fhe was with, 
y6u moft wiflied to draw it clofer! The having frequent opportunities of feeing 
rough andunpolifhedare ofteneft, though her, grew, in time, fomewhat particular 
not always, to be trufted. Generally in the attentions he paid : yet his be- 
fpeaking, confcious of no evil intention, haviour was not that of a man who feeks 
they need no deceit: but happy are they amufement only; it befpoke a more fe- 

who, with the bafe of virtue, can wear the rious wifh; and Matilda really expe&ed, 

poli/h of the vicious; though how, when as the limits of her ftay approached, ah 
all are alike, can they be diftinguifhed ? immediate application from him. She 

Yet, what a triumph for Vice, that fhe left, however, the houfe of her friend uif- 

fl ouUUe more beautifully cloathed than folicited; but, in her firft converfatioti 
her rival! alone with her favourite adVifer, ac- 

The orphan Matilda had been left by quainting her with what circ"n*ftancds 
a father, not remarkable for penetration, had occurred at——-, fhe mentioned Sir 

Charles 
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Charles Morton among others; and for- joined, and requeued permifllon to walk 
got not to fpeak of his conduct refpeft- with her. He then entered into conver- 
mg herfelf. Mrs. Margaret fighed at fation on the fubjeft; and, in the,cour(e 
the recital; and, (hakingher head, re-, of it, could not reftrain fome expreflions 
plied that, fuppofmg he (hould make of refentment againft her eldeft aunt, 
propofals to her, the more advantageous who, he faid, not content with merely 
they appeared, the deeper would be the denying him, had wrote him a letter ab- 
regret ihe (hould feel; as it was to be folutely abufive. Somewhat heated by 
apprehended her fifter, Mrs. Lawley,who the topick, he drew'it out, and was 
could not bear the thought of her niece's reading fome of the ftrongeft of it's paf- 
raarrying at all, would flatly refufe him. fages, when Matilda, chancing to caft 
Matilda involuntarily fighed too at this her eye over it, perceived the hand-writ- 
}dea;,and a very (hort time ferved to ingofMrs. Margaret herfelf. Stagger- 
convince her of her aunt's penetration: ed by the appearance, (he begged to have 
for, the week after, a letter a&ually ar- the letter; and, on reading it, was alto- 
rived from the young baronet, jointly niflied by the mod artful compofitioii 
addrefled to both filters, requefting their that could, in fuch a cafe, have been 
permifllon for vititing the young lady, made ufe of. It was figned M. Law- 
avowedlyas her lover. The event prov- ley, the name of the eldeft being Maria; 
ed fuch as had been foretold : Mrs. and the expreflion in it of—‘ My fifter, 
Margaret Lawley’s confent was imme- * Mrs. M.' made it be confidered as 
diate; but, as (he informed Matilda, it coming from the eldeft of the two. The 
was impoflible to change the determi- other, Sir Charles was informed, was 
nation of her colleague, who, under pre- intirely in his favour; but he was bid, 
tence of Sir Charles’s being a man of a not in the politeft terms, to forbear 
libertine turn of mind, was refolved to thinking of their niece, as her own con- 
withold her approbation. Mrs. Mar- fent (addrefling him in the charafterof 
garet added, that it was with fuch re- her fifter) was what he never (hould ob- 
lu&ance (he luffered him to be forbid tain. Loft in wonder as Matilda was 
the hbufe, that the anfwer returned at this dilcovery, (he penetrated through 
(hould not be of her writing ; her fifter the whole in an inftant. Her meafures 
muft take the whole management of it (he immediately adopted, flew back to 
upon herfelf. So this affair was likely her eldeft aunt, and (hewed her the epiftle 
to end; and Matilda, who was of a con- (he had been reading. Amazement was 
tented difpofltion, had almoft forgotten again the leading fenfation; for Mrs. 
her lover and his refufal, when a favour- Margaret, it now came out, had told 
able chance recalled them both to her her After, on finding (he entirely ap- 
remembrance. proved of their ward’s match with Sir 

That part of the country (he lived in Charles, that he never by her (hould be 
was celebrated for the fports of the field, fuffered to approach her, and without 
and many gentlemen u(ed to come there their joint confent nothing could beddne. 
in the feafon, for the convenience of hunt- Mrs. Lawley, therefore, had defired the 
ing. Among others, Sir Charles Morton other to return the anfwer (he thought 
was fometimesone; and he now came to proper, if really determined againft a 
be an inmate of the houfe of a friend who match lb eligible, and begged not to have 
lived very near the Mrs. Lawleys. * He any farther concern in the matter, Mrs. 
foon difeovered that he was in the neigh- Margaret, in copfequence, as has been 
bourhood of the woman from whom, feen, took ad vantage of the general credur 
notwithstanding the anfwer he had re- lity in favour ofher (on, to whom, had he 
ceived, he could not detach himfelf; and not already been married, (he would cer- 
it was for feveral days his endeavour to tainly have difpofed of her niece; and, for 
meet her in the courfe of fome of her a time, had exulted in the luccefs of hq 
walks, for the purpofe of talking over deteftablehypocrify. The time, however, 
the recent buflnefs, and enquiring if was (liort; by the advice of Mrs. Law- 
there were not methods by which he might ley, counfel was applied to, the vil- 
attain to the good fortune pf calling lainy of the youngeft fifter publickly ex- 
herhis. After repeated difappointments, pofed, and the fatal will fet afide. Air 
he at length fucceeded; and perceiving ter that, need itd>e added that, under 
her one morning at fome diitance, he the aufpices of her rough and dreaded 

K z aunt. 
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aunt, Matilda, as-Lady Morton, re- taught her to diftinguifh hollow-hearted 
turned thanks to Providence for it’s in- courtefy from plain and unadorned good- 
terference, and bleffed the day that firft nefs of difpofition? 


HOUR THE FIFTH. 
GEORGE DENNEVIL. 


I N one of the Spe&ators, fimilarlty of 
difpofition is aliened unneceffmy to 
the formation of a ftii£l friend (hip: in 
fupport of which affertion it is obfeiv^d, 
that we are more apt to be taken with an 
agreeable quality in another perlbn, of 
which we are not ourfelves poffeffed, than 
with one already familiar to.us; and, I 
think, whoever refle&s upon the matter, 
or even looks around him, will be of the 
fame opinion; for we fee every day con¬ 
nections of amity formed, and fupport- 
ed with pleafure, by fuch as, from their 
difference of age, or other circumftances, 
it would be impoflible to fuppofe alike 
in their dilpofitions. Thofe who are, l 
am far from believing incapable of at¬ 
tachment; but their attachment will not 
be of a nature fo perfect as that of the 
others. It will be a delufive kind of 
felf-love, perhaps lefs pleafing than the 
real, with an infipidity not unlike the 
found produced by oCtaves, which, though 
incompatible with difcord, will convey 
ro lively pleafure to the ear, while a ju¬ 
dicious variation of .founds will afford 
the greateft. Belides, we have a pride 
in imitating thofe we love; and when it 
happens that they have virtues which we 
have not, the advantage is obvious. 
Mutual obligations are juftly efteemed 
the ftrongeft cement of frienufhip; and 
who can confer on us an higher obliga¬ 
tion than that of adding to our ftock of 
Virtues? Not to mention that every qua¬ 
lity amiable in ilfolf will, by appertain¬ 
ing to thofe we love, appear additionally 
fo,confequently more worthy of becoming 
ourmodtl. And it may farther be laid, 
that thole whofe virtues are various, i’el- 
dom fall mto errors of the fame nature ; 
and we may, with a better grace, let about 
corroding in another the faults we have 
not ourfelves, than thofe we have, for a 
right fort of frien'd/liip will never be 
weakened by judicious cofreClion; and 
the gratitude arifingfrom the cor.fcibuf- 
Befs of an improved hjsart towards th‘e 
improver, will, op ought to, prove the 
ftrongeft tie. 

George Dennevil felt the truth of what 
I have been maiiUaihing. He was a 


country gentleman, not young, in afflu¬ 
ent circumftances, and had twice been 
married. His firft wife was nearly of 
the fame ag * with himfelf, and died be¬ 
tween forty and fifty. He had two ions 
by her; anti thefe boys, contrary to what 
we lie occur oftener than is to be wilhed, 
fuffered from the to > great coincidence 
of their parents opinions. Their, far¬ 
ther loved the country, and was fome- 
what inclined to be parfimoniocs. In 
both inftances Mrs. Dennevil refembled 
him ; the confluence of which was, 
they entered not into the world them- 
felves, nor fuftered theii\children to db 
fo. Thefe latter were brought up at 
home, and educated , if I may be allow¬ 
ed to ule the wo:d, by the curate of the 
parifti, an ignorant, but conceited fel¬ 
low; who, in confideration of his in- 
ftruClions, which chiefly tended to render 
his pupils able borfemen, received a falary 
of twenty-five pounds ayear. Theeldeft 
boy, improving under this tutor to a de¬ 
gree that may be imagined, was thirteen 
when his mother died. It will be fup- 
pofed the grief of her huiband, at lofinga 
companion fo perfeCUy the reprefen tative 
of himfelf, was extreme; but, in fad, 
it was flight and tranfient. His natural 
difpofition was contradiCloiy ; and, 
though fond of his own opinion* to 
excels, by finding them fo much thofe 
of another, they became in a manner 
burdenfome to him. Humoured in eve¬ 
ry inftance, and never meeting wirh op T 
pofition, he grew fretful to hirnfeif; and 
the equal infip’dity of his hours and 
his feelings increaied that fietfulnefs in 
proportion as the reproaches gained 
ftreagth, which neither he nor Mrs. 
Dennevil could forbear bellowing on 
themfelves, whenever they admitted the 
recurring idea of the manner in wh*ch 
their Ions were brought up into life. 
Confcicus they were wrong with re¬ 
gard to them, each wanted fpirit tb 
adopt proper meafures ; for fuch was 
the ftate of apathy into which they were 
funk, that any thing like emulation 
feemed dead within their fouls. The lofs 
of his wife, therefore, gave no lading 
imeafineU 
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uneafinefs to George DenneviI. He felt 
relieved of a burden, yet relblved to mar¬ 
ry again feme woman whofe vivacity 
might rouze the latent fpu ks of his own. 
This defign he executed. -Lucy Wal¬ 
ton was twenty-four. Though hand- 
fome, fenfible; and prudent, though 
lively. On her he fixed as the future 
companion of his days j and, by her ma¬ 
nagement, they were rendered happy. 
His ions fhe fern firlt to a private lchool ; 
then to Wettminfter ; and then to a fo¬ 
reign academy, under the care of a man 
of her own fele&ing, and every way fit 
for hk office. His country, hottfe fhe 
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made him alter coniiderably, andahand*- 
fome one in town was taken by her di- 
re&ion. She made him fpend three 
months every year in it; fhe contradict¬ 
ed, him with judgment whenever he wa* 
wrong; and, in the end, forced him to 
own that, far from perpetual indul¬ 
gence being fuited to the nature of man, 
it is not polTible for him to be even to¬ 
lerably happy while his facufties am 
flittered to be ufelefs for want of proper 
oppofition, which tails them into life, 
and rouzes himfelf to a capacity of en¬ 
joying the happinefs which Providence 
has marked out for his lot. 


HISTORY OF KITTY WFLLS. 


K ITTY Wells was the daughter 
of an honeit pur, who lived in a 
low ftation in the village of Eltham, in 
Kent, about eight miles from London. 
Soon after her birth, her mother was en¬ 
gaged as houfekeeper in a gentleman’s 
family in-Yorkfhire, to which fhe remov¬ 
ed, leaving her young daughter to tire 
care of her father, who remained in their 
native place. The father, like molt others 
of the fame rank in life, thought nothing 
of his daughter's education: he provided 
for her the fame decent maintenance that 
he had for himfelf; and, by his daily la¬ 
bour, made them both comfortable^ at 
leatt, if not luxurious. About two years 
after the eftabli foment c f her mother in 
this northern family, fhe lent for her 
daughter, then about fix years of age. 
She was fent down to her in the waggon, 
and the mother received her into her bo- 
fom with all the tranfports of unbound¬ 
ed affe&ion. The two old people had 
been very happy when together, and they 
were not miserable when they parted. 
The hufband fa id that his wife had 
ftrange megrims now and then, which he 
did not know how to deferibe; but which 
very near approached, in his opinion, to 
irrfanity. She alfo had her ftory; and 
faid he was a dull, morofe, plodding man, 
with only the vulgar qualities of honetty 
and induftry tp recommend him. In 
Ihort, he wasafimple, plain labourer; and 
fhe inherited a family obliquity, a whir¬ 
ligig in the brain, as Mr. Charles Tur¬ 
ner calls it, which hurried her occafion 
ally into whimfical yxcefies. When they 
parted, therefore, there were no violent 
convuHions of grief; and,, during their 
gbfencc* they feldom or ever correfponc}* 


ed : they were very well fatisfied if they 
heard once or twice in a year that they 
were both alive and well; and he was 
quite happy when his old wife fent him 
up by the waggon a piece of hung beef, 
or a tongue, torelifh his beer, and prove 
that fhe Had hot forgot him. 

The good woman ’5 diflemperwas very 
much fed by what is called the fun and 
the humbug of the large family in which 
fhe lived. There is a fpirit of wanton 
wickednefs alive and a&ive in the breafU 
of a certain defeription of people, which 
urges them to mifehiefs or humour, as 
they are called, but which are really pro¬ 
ductive of fevere calamities. The lazy do¬ 
med leks of large families arc more than 
others tinctured with this vice: pampered 
and diffipated,acquainted with all the fol¬ 
lies of the times, by the luxury of a winter 
refidence in town, they play a thoufartd 
antick. tricks forthe fake of jollity, as they 
pra6life a thoufand debaucheries for the 
fake of enjoyment. If there is any an¬ 
cient domeftick, whofe fidelity hath given 
him a fort of inheritance in thehoufhold, 
with all the fimple honefty of a country¬ 
man who never emigrated a dozen miles 
from the cottage in which he was bom; 
he is fure of being made the butt for the 
ridicule of the trim footman, and the pert 
chambermaid. An old maid is chafed 
from every corner to which fhe retreats; 
and is found to take refuge, at laft, either 
in the out houfes, among brutes more 
humm than thofe. from which fhe has 
retired, or to fome unfortunate fitter, 
driven, like herfelf, from the abodes of 
men. A gentleman—by which appella¬ 
tion every one is called who has. not had 
th; good fortune, }ike themfelves, to fit in 
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the one (hilling gallery, and affift, by 
roaring and bellowing, at the damnation 
of anew play—a gentleman is condemn¬ 
ed to'liiffer all that empty pride and little 
cunning can inili6t. In fbort, the man¬ 
ners of a great man’s hall are tainted 
with follies more difguiting even than 
thofe of his drawing-room. In the one, 
my lord and my lady, and my lord and my 
lady’s friends, are politely complaifant, 
’andcheat one another out of their money, 
or whifper one another out of their repu¬ 
tation, with the moll courteous and civil 
’behaviour that can he imagined : in the 
other, there is a conflant /erics of ill- 
iatured offices, by which they vrx, tor¬ 
ment, fcratch, and pelt one another, with 
the belt diij.olirions in the world, or ra¬ 
ther with dilpofitions towards one another 
neither good nor bad. 

In Inch a family it was that the mo¬ 
ther of Kitty Wells reiided as houfe- 
keeper. By flow degrees, they difcover- 
ed that her mind was dii'ordered with an 
irregular and unfortunate addiction to 
gentilitv; /he was conltantiy fancying 
.herfelf the deicendant of fome great fa¬ 
mily, her mind was lb fuperior to her 
ftation, her views were lb high, and her 
propenlities fo different from the vulgar. 
This was but an odd right on which to 
found her claim to gentility. But how 
many people arefecn pretend.ng to birth 
and rank with no betterpretenfions? how 
many miferable beings do we fete reject¬ 
ing every kindly offer that is made to 
aliift them, .becaufe they are, or fancy 
t lemfelves to be, too much of gentlemen 
fjr the drudgery of bufinefs? and, for 
t';e honour of their families, they will ra¬ 
ther fiarve ns gentlemen, than lubmitto 
. live, as citizens, on the comforts of their 
* i-iduflry. The maiden-name of Kitty 
WelKs mother was Howe; tine family 
in which flit refided lived in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Caltle Howard, the beauti¬ 
ful feat of the young Earl of Carli/le. 
One of the lowed of the lervants, to 
whom Mrs. Wells would never conde- 
feend to (peak, * becaufe it would arro- 
4 gate from t he indignation o l 'her rank to 
4 hold a'veijicn with fuch infernal fillies /’ 
had a good deal of archnels in his mind ; 
and being inftigated by the haughty de¬ 
portment of the houfekeeper, as well as 
by his natural love of humbug, he came 
‘home one evening from a route, given by 
t te butler of Caftle Howard, with a melt 
i nportant face. He looked with all the 
gravity of a man who labours under the 


f n eflure of a weighty fecrct; his natural 
evily was gone; he was filent and cir- 
cumfpect; and ever, as Mrs. Wells palled 
him with her uplifted creft, hewoutdlay 
his hand on his bread, and make her 
a low bow, without daring to lift his 
eyes fr.rn the ground. The fervants 
Hared; the houfekeeper was gratified 5 and, 
in the courfe of half an hjur, whi/ked 
into the hall fix or feven times, to receive 
the reverence of Robin; on all which 
occafions he darted from his feat and re¬ 
peated his bow. It was in vain for the 
lervants to enquire the daufe of this ex¬ 
traordinary conduCt; he preferred his 
gravity, his filence, and his fecret. The 
morning came, and Robin was (till as 
troubled in his mind, and as fubmiflive 
to Mrs. Wells. After carrying on this 
gloomy farce for fome days, and wind¬ 
ing up to the utmod pitch the curiofity 
of the whole family, he differed himfeff 
to be prevailed on by one of the dairy¬ 
maids^ a talkative girl, with whom he 
had an intrigue, to declare the whole of 
the mydeiy. After extorting from her 
a folemn promile-of fecrecy, which he 
very well knew Ihe wop Id without fo- 
lemnity break, lie told her a wonderful 
dory of an apparition that had appeared 
to him on the night of the route. 4 In 
* coming,’ fays he, 4 from the caftle, 
4 down the long avenue, which is /haded 
4 with elms, I was not altogether at my 
* eafe, for you know there was always 
* a dory that a ghoft-has been fecn wan- 
‘ dering about the walls of the cadle. It 
4 was twelve o'clock, and the night was 
* difmally dark; there was not a Angle 
4 dar in all the heavens, and there wss 
* no moon. I whidled, to keep myfelf 
4 from thinking; but it would not do; 
4 my hair fomehow was unlettled,/it felt 
4 as if it were bridling on my head; and 
c I was condanrly turning,my eyes, by 
4 conipulfion, from one lide to another, 
4 attracted by the fuppofition of a glar- 
4 ing head, or of a bloody hand. Juft 
4 as I came to the pigeon-houfc, and was 
4 in all this confufion, 1 heard a flutter 
4 of fomethingbehindme;! darted, dood 
* dill, /hook, and dared,but faw nothing. 
4 Well, I collected myfelf as well as I 
4 could, believed it was only a pigeon, and 
4 crept aw ay from the place. I had not 
4 gone a hundred yards, and juft as I had 
4 made up my mind to believe that it was 
4 a pigeon, I was flopped of a fudden 
4 by fome invifible power. It came 
■* over me all at once, juft like the night- 
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* mare; but fomehow I was not terrified 
4 as before, or rat her I was petrified, and 
4 was not able to feel at all. 44 Robin!’’ 

4 faid a voice, that came from I know 
c not what. “ Lord have mercy upon 
4 ‘ me!” faid I. “ Robin, don't be 
44 afraid,” laid the voice. 44 Our Father 
€i which art in heaven 1” faid I. “ Don't 
44 be afraid, Robin,'* it repeated; “ I 
44 am only a ghofl, and have wandered 
44 up and down this avenue, and round 
44 the caftle, for this hundred years and 
“ more: I am the ghoft of Charles 
“ Howard,the unhappy CharlesHoward,, 
44 who was laid to have died an infant, 
44 but who wasreallyexpjfed, and laved 
44 by accident. I was carried to Man- 
44 chefter, and brought up, by the name 
44 of Howe, to the mean employment of 
*i a weaver, although I was the Ion of 
44 Cattle Howard; and Mrs. Wells, Ro- 
44 bin, your houlekeeper, is my grand- 
44 daughter: Oh that the grand-daughter 
44 of (.’aftle Howard fhould be reduced 
44 to the ftation of a menial lervant, and 
44 that, too, under the very wall* of her 
44 own feat! Go, therefore, Robin, and 
“ contrive to make her leave a place 
44 where Ihe cannot continue without de- 
“ grading her anceltors. Robin, I fhall 
44 never be happy till my grand-child 
44 leaves this fpot. If (he mult be a fer- 
44 vant, let it not be upon my own haunts, 
44 for I dare not leave them.” This was 
the fecret with which Robin was fo full; 
he toid it with great art, for he had an 
archnels, accompanied with an eafy cun¬ 
ning addrefs, which he had acquired by 
living with a young barrifter of the 
Middle Temple. JuIt as he had ima¬ 
gined, the flory was told, improved. 
Heightened, and inflated to a pitch of ter- 
rifick wonder, in lefs than four hours. 
The fame night, at an hourthe molt fa¬ 
vourable to fuperftitionand credulity, the 
flory was communicated to the perlon 
whom it was intended to delude. Where 
the heart was predifpofed to favour the 
deception, the conqueft was very eafy: 
poor Mrs. Wells, who was but too fan¬ 
ciful before, became in a great degree 
frantick with the tale; (he flept none that 
night; in the morning fhe fought for 
Robin: there was a formal ceremony in 
this interview; they were locked up in her 
room, and he told her the flory twenty 
times over, with the fame inflexible 
mufeies, and without altering a l'yllable 
of the ghoft’s narrative. During all this 
time the other fervants were watching at 


the door, liftening, and anxious to catch 
a glimpfe of the feem* tranfu&ing with* 
in. Mrs. Wells was lb infatuated with 
the flory, that in half an hour fhe came 
out perfectly ridiculous, drefled out, and 
bedizened with a profulion of tawdry or¬ 
naments, in which the yellow w&s para* 
mount, hecaufe the yellow was theiivery 
of Howard. The fervants now perceiv¬ 
ed the humbug: Robin was extolled, 
carelTed; and, for mere joy, the butler 
opened the bell binn in the cellar, and 
treated the whole family with bumpers 
to the health of Robin and his new- 
created Lady Mary Howard; nay, in the 
opennels of his heart, he treated his ma¬ 
llei’ at dinner with a bottle of that wine 
which he had referved for his own drink¬ 
ing. They entered into a confpiracy to 
further the plot; and Robin was lent for, 
to engage the fervants of the caftle in the 
fcheme. Alas! there was no need for 
much preparation, the poor woman's 
own temper fought more than half the 
battle. She determined, that very night, 
to have an interview with her great an- 
ceftor, to make his mind eafy, and alfo 
to gratify her lei f wi th a light, or a conver- 
fation; or, perhaps, fhe faid— 4 who 
4 knows,' and fhe was enraptured with 
thsthought, * but the gentleman gboJUce 
4 may familiar fecrets to inclofe, or 
4 may tell me where jamiliar treafures 
* lie burroughed.' /In order to prepare 
herfelf in a becoming manner for the 
honourable and afte&ingfcene, fhedref- 
fed hcrlelf all in white; and flipped out, 
unperceived, between eleven and twelve 
o'clock, making the belt of her way to 
the dreary avenue deferibed by Robin. 
She faumered up and down this place, 
without any palpitations, but making 
many pious oraifons to the manes-of her 
wandering forefather. Robin had fpent 
the evening with loud merriment at the 
caftle, his invention had been wonderful¬ 
ly prat led, and after laughing and drink¬ 
ing, and contriving many ftratagems for 
fin thevance of their plot, he heard the old 
clock flrike the midnight hour. Robin 
fet oft' in high glee; but, as lie approach¬ 
ed the dark avenue, Robin could not help 
thinking of what he had done: there is 
a feeling in the mind, which in a dark 
and {binary feene cannot brook the fport* 
ing with ferious tilings. 

4 At night, an atheift half believes a God,* 

As truly and emphatically might it be 
faid, that the flout man who is fo inge¬ 
nious 
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nious as to contrive (lories of apparitions 
when fitting in a large company round 
the fire-tide, feels a little compunction, 
as well as palpitation, when he comes to 
reflect, in the glooms of iblitude, on the 
fpoitability of his imagination; at leaft 
it happened fo with Robin. He began 
to think there was iniolence in his con¬ 
duct; what had he to do with the myfle- 
ries of the grave? Heaven would not 
fufler the fee rets of itVprilon-houle to 
be profaned. Thefe were his thoughts as 
be approached the pigeon -houfe. Mrs. 
Welislaw him; and fancying it was her 
grandfather, (he knelt down, to fortify 
berl'elf with a pious ejaculation. Robin 
came up, and law—oh, dreadful!—law 
the white figuie kneeling jufl before him, 
with it’s hands railed up and folded. It 
was too much, in fuch a moment, for 
human ftrepgth to bear; he trembled, his 
blood froze in his veins, and he flood at 
kit, like a flatue, motionlefs and glaring. 
The fanciful Lady Mary looked at him 
with perfeCf compofure, the compofure 
that is natural to the frenzy with which 
fhewas afflicted; (hedilcovered him,and 
riling, exclaimed—‘ Robin!' Robin 
flatted. * Lord have mercy upon me!”* 
fays Robin. * Robin,’ (ays (lie, ‘ don't 

• be afraid!’—* OurFather which art in 

• heaven!' laid he. ‘ Don't be afraid, 
t Robin,’ faid fhe. Robin took to his 
h els, and never looked behind him: (he 
followed him as fall as (he could, yet he 
got into the outer hotife, where he lay 
with another of the fervants; and (he 
flipped in by the garden-gate, which (he 
had left open for the purpofe. Robin’s 
cafe was pitiable. He was in a cold 
fweat. He awaked his bed-fellow, and 
told him his (lory. His bed-fellow laugh¬ 
ed at him, curfed him for awaking him 
out of a found (leep, alked what other 
humbug he had in view, told him he was 
a good aCtor, and turned upon his back, 
bidding him go and catch young birds 
with chaff. Robin lay all night fweat- 
ing and trembling, without reft, and with 
a troubled confcience. In the morning he 
■was ill. All the reft of the family were 
like his bed-fellow; they ridiculed him 
for his attempting to impofe upon them; 
and his ftory and diftrefs were (^regard¬ 
ed. He fell ill, and was confined to his 
bed in a high fever. 

The dilafter of Robin, which at firft 
was the jeft of the whole family, became 
lerioufly affe&ing. Tnephyfician p;o* 


i MAGAZINE. 

nounced him to be dangeroufiy ill; and 
while in this melancholy ftate he lay with 
the horrors of an expeCted difl'oiution 
btfore him, at times delirious, ^nd at 
times tortured with the recolleClion of his 
prelhmptuous behaviour in regard to Mrs. 
Wells, he was exceedingly anxious to 
contels the deception of which he had 
been guilty, and thereby remove, at lead, 
one fling from his bofom. The unhappy 
woman was alio in a fever, but of an¬ 
other fort. Her's was a fever of the brain, 
Robin's of the blood. Her's was the 
effeCt of that hereditary maggot which 
we have deferibed, cruelly irritated by 
the wanton impofition which had been 
praCtifed on her; while Robin's flowed 
fn m the (hock of an apprehenfion in 
which confcience had a (hare. Robin’s 
bore’all the fymptoms of fatality, while 
the poor woman’s was lively and (pirited. 
They both deferved the companion of 
the fpettator, but they were not likely to 
receive it in an equal degree; for, that the 
loft and tender emotion of pity may be 
engendered in the heart, it is neceffary 
that the obieCI under affliction (hould ap¬ 
pear fenfible of his fufferings. When we 
l'ee Mad Tom, decorated with his crown 
of draw, iffuing his fovereign mandates 
from his aerial throne, do .we pity the 
mifery of a man who himfelf feels no 
mifery? It is the melancholy lunatic, it 
is the fenfible, the affliCLd Maria only* 
that can move the heart, and infpire the 
foft and fympathetick affeClion which 
Yorick fo (Irongly felt, and fo elegantly 
deferibed: the man who, from the wheel , 
the rack, Or (to bring it clofer to our 
feelings by a more familiar allufion) who 
under the torture of thelalhprefervesthe 
ferenity of manhood, and looks around 
him with the compoled dignity of a fowl 
fuperior to the weaknefs of lamentation, 
he calls upon us to admire, rather than 
to pity him. 

The flefh will quiver where the pincers tear $ 
And blood muft fellow where the poniari 
ftabs— 

But there are men who exalt di^ir fjpe- 
cies by (hewing, amidft the agonies of 
death, that their flefh and blood are the 
only mortal parts which they poffefs. 
The trembling, miferable wretch, whofe 
clamour is proportioned to his differing, 
affeCts the tender firings of the heart; 
we bleed at every ftroke; tve pity, but 
we cannot admire. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Wells’s fever bore her on the 
|»Snions of fancy into the regions of ro- 
rnance; and while (he indulged herfelf 
in all the phantafies of a bewildered 
brain, there was too much rapture in her 
eye’ to fuffer thofe around her to com- 
paffionate her cafe. But Robiri lay gafp- 
• jng wider the miftry of his madnefs j 
his paroxyfms of delirium were filled 
with ravings of difordered guilt 5 and 
his intervals with reproaches more ex¬ 
cruciating for being ineffectual. In one 
of thofe (hort cefiations, however, he 
procured Mrs.Wells to vifit his bed-lide ; 
and there, with confiderable difficulty, 
and many interruptions, he explained to 
her the poor ftratagem that he had prac- 
tifed on her eafy mind : but, what was 
the unhappy confcquence ? A perfon 
whofe extafies are the relult of infatua¬ 
tion, will not eafily be brought to rea- 
fon. To undeceive Mrs. Wells was to 
rob her of her tranfports : in fie ad, there¬ 
fore, of returning to the quiet tenor 
which conviction ought to have infpired, 
the flew into a violent phrenzy, and 
ioaded the miferable author of all her 
unhappinefs with every epithet that rage 
could dictate. It became a feene which 
thofe who are fond of (porting with hu¬ 
man weaknefs ought to have (cen : it 
would have been a leffon to them for 
life; by which they would have been 
inftruCted not to enfiame the diforders 
of their fellow-creatures, for cruel mu ft 
be the pleafure which concludes fo fa¬ 
tally. They tore her away,but they could 
not overcome her paflion. She went into 
her room, and fpent the remainder of the 
day in a perturbation of mind which 
may be imagined, but cannot be de- 
feribed. At night flic went out again 
by the fame door as formerly ; and from 
that inftant to this (he never has been 
hCard of, nor feen. Where (he went, or 
what was her fate, the worthy and hu¬ 
mane gentleman with whom fhe had re- 
fided as houfekeeper was never able to 
difeover. In the morning, the fervants 
were fent to traverfe the fields and parks 
in every difeCfion ; nay, the ponds and 
. rivers, were dragged, but all to .10 pur- 
pofe. Her departure in this ftrauge 
mhnner foon became the topick. of gene- 
*ral converfation; and, as is ufual in a 
country place, there were a thoufand 
ftories of her being feen wandering to 
and froi and appearing firft in one place, 
arid then in another. Thefe ftories, the 
iiafty invention of wonder or weaknefs,, 
VO L. II, . 


it is not neceflary to relate, fince they 
were at once ridiculous and untrue. 
Robin (lowly recovered, to exhibit to the 
affeCIed family, of which he had formerly 
been the foul, the wafted and melancholy 
picture of a man who, having wantonly 
provoked the diftemper of an unhappy 
creature, was now labouring under the 
mental punilhment of being her de- 
ftroyer; a confcious criminal rendered 
grave by penitence in his nineteenth 
year, incapable of (haring in the joys or 
plea lures of youth. 

Kitty Wells, at the time of her mo* 
ther’s departure, was only feven years 
of age: (he therefore received no durable 
impreflion by the event ; 'and, at the end 
of a few weeks, (lie was fent for by a 
Mr. Atkinfon, of Northampton, a re¬ 
lation of her mother, under whole care 
and kindnds (lie foon loft the few fainc 
traces that remained in her mind. She 
continued with him, and received an 
education fuitable to her rank in life, 
juft fufticient to qualify her for a decent 
fervice, or a feminine employment. In 
the month of November laft, having en¬ 
tered her fixteenth year, Mr. Atkinfon 
fent her to London, to an uncle, a half- 
brother of her mother, who had been 
for many years one of his majefty’s 
coachmen. The letter was addrefled to 
him at his houfe, and (lie was lent up by 
the coach. No adventure worth the re¬ 
cital occurred to her during the journey; 
blit with a good deal of painful anxiety, 
and that fort of timid furpi ze which an 
innocent girl feels on her firft entering 
the crouded ftreet?, and the noily builie 
of the metropolis, fhe arrived at her 
uncle’s houfe. But what was the Ihoclc 
of her aftonifhmcnt and defpair, when 
(he found that her uncle ha J been dead 
for fome months; and that his death had 
been iriegular, as he had put an end 
himielf to his exiftence! It would be 
painful to enter into a minute defeription 
of the particulars. Like Kitty’s own 
mother, he pofiefied an hereditary di- 
ftilrbance in ins mind, whicn- had pufhed 
him to the horrid perpetration of ■ fili¬ 
cide. 

Of all crimes, that furely fiiould be 
avoided ; nature, reafon, and every ac¬ 
tion of the brute creation, (hews this 
obfervation : and (hail man, the firft and 
nobieft of all, want that fortitude ? In 
all troubles, in all cares and adverfities, 
look up to Providence, pay attention to 
the Supreme Being, who will give you 
L flreagth 
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ftrength and refolution to overcome dif¬ 
ficulties^ 

Should they arife from perfections, 
con foie yourfelf with the companion of 
others more unfortunate, and be grate¬ 
fully thankful for your fituation; if 
from errors and temptations* refolve to 
err no more; fupplicate the 0mne will, 
find ht will hear* but, above afl, re¬ 
member the Lord gave, and the great 
Creator is only to difpofe of our lives. 
It'is a weaknefs; it is cowardice: we 
with, we accept the bleflrngs of this life, 
but want refolution to bear the evils, 
when they are only to difpofe us for, 
perhaps, our good. Job was punifhed 
to try his ftrength ; he prevailed ; and 
therefore lfet us, in ail our troubles, in 
all our dangers, fay-^* It is God’s work, 
• and let his wvll be done.’ Perhaps, by 
relying on him, our future days may be 
happy; and, in the end, we may bleis 
the rod of affliction, 

Kitty gave way to thofe clamorous 
emotions of grief which are likely to 
draw the attention and excite the pity 
of the beholder. In this miferable filia¬ 
tion, without a friend, relation, or ac¬ 
quaintance, in the rnidft of the great me¬ 
tropolis of the kingdom, inexperienced 
and fimpleydeftitute and deje$ed,ftie was 
found by the chanty of Mrs. Broad head, 
a lady who unites the elegance of fa- 
fhrion with the fp'lendor of benevolence ; 
and, while file prepares the molt fumptu- 
<>us entertainments for the great and 
affluent, does not forget to 1'upply the 
needy with the lefs brilliant but more 
fubftantial comforts of life. She en¬ 
quired into the poor girl's cafe, and took 
her home to her manfion in Portland 
Place, with the view of procuring her a 
fituation in fome refpe&able family; or, 
at leaft, providing for her in fome way or 
another, that fhe might be fnatched from 
the dangers of deftitution. After having 
kept her in her eye for a fortnight, and 
finding her totally unfit to be trufted by 
herfelf, (he thought the beft way was to 
fepd her down to Eltham, to find out, 
if pofflble, her father, whom (he had not 
feen for fo many years. The undertak¬ 
ing was almoft romantick ; for, during 
the (pace of ten years^ (he had never 
heard of her father; (he knew not where 
he lived, or whether he was yet alive or 
not: he had only been a labourer in a 
low condition, andhis obfeurity might 
elude her ftrl&eft fearch. But the at¬ 
tempt was to be made; and a few ant 
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was fent to conduct her to the ftagf; 
whieh fets out every day from Charing 
Crofs. The footman was unfortunately 
as ignorant of the town as (he was her¬ 
felf i they milled their way; and, in- 
ftead of getting to their deftination# 
wandered through Holborn, and were 
reconnoitred by one of thofe (harpers 
who, under the character of fmuggfers, 
impofe on the ignorant the manufactures 
of Mancheftw- and Spitalfields as the 
fineft frlks and rauftitts from India. Thefe 
fellows are to be feen every day in the 
great thoroughfares, buttoned up in, 
large great coats, and crammed on both 
fules with bundles of their goods, which 
chiefly confift of jemmy waiftcoat-pieces, 
handkerchiefs, chintz, nankeens, and all 
the little gewgaws which grpwn-up 
boys and girls, in their fir ft approaches 
to finery, are eager to procure. He traced 
fimplicity and ignorance in their faces, 
and cajoled them rnto^n alehoufe, where 
he difphyed all his ttock in trade, and 
in lefs than ten minutes deprived them 
of the trifle which they had in their 
pockets. Frooro poor Kitty’s nutmeg- 
grater (he took the guinea which her 
patronefs had put into her hand at part¬ 
ing, and received in it’s ftead a bundle 
of fine things, which mud be a pro¬ 
digious bargain, as they were fo much 
uuder the Ihop price; and the footman, 
thought himfelf a perfeCt beau, by the 
purchafe of a bit of paltry moreen for 
the breafts o.f a waiftcoat* v 

Having ftripped them of their ca(h, the 
friendly gentleman put them into the 
way for Charing Crofs, where they ar¬ 
rived about three in the afternoon ; and* 
to their inexpreffible forrow, found that 
the coach fet off at two o’clock, and did 
not go again till eight next morning. 
As the footman was obliged to go home 
to wait at dinner, they muft feparate j 
and they agreed that (he (hould purfue 
her way on foot. Juft as a gay young 
fellow was coming by, the footman gave 
her the following diftinft route by which 
to purfue her way. * You muft, Kitty, 

* make the beft of your way down the 

* Strand, along Fleet Street, up Ludgate 

* Hill, through St. Paul’s Church Yard, 

* along Cheapfide, pafs the ’Change, 

* down by the Monument, over London 

* Bridge, through the Borough, and 

* then you mult alk the way to Eltham, 

* in Kent/ With this direction, after 
(haking her by the hand, away he went 5 
and the poo* unfortunate girl was left 
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tHndmg at Charing Crofs, at three 
o’clock in the afternoon of one of the 
dark days of November, to make the 
fceft of her way to Eltham, without 
knowing a foot of it. She did not ftand 
long without company. There are a let 
of young fellows in London, whofe fa¬ 
thers, having toiled and amaifed a for* 
tune, leave them only the employment 
and pleafure of fpending it. Having a 
great deal of leifure, they learn to be 
debauchees} and, having the power of 
purchafing the various gratifications of 
life, they are cpnftantly in the fearch 
pf them: from a thorough knowledge of 
the town, they are able to diftinguifh be¬ 
tween the hacknied and innocent objeSs 
-of defire; the former of whom they aban¬ 
don, and the latter they debauch. As 
young inexperienced men fall a prey to 
the artful and experienced women of the 
town, fo the young and innocent of the 
female fex fall vi&ims to thofegay, cm- 
'broidered rakes, whofe arts of addrefs and 
gallantry are heightened by every in- 
^centhre that lplendor, wit, and manners, 
pan beftow. Some of thefe young fel¬ 
lows are members of parliament. Yes; 
thefe very grave, fedate, fober, and pru¬ 
dent n*en ; (as fenators finely ought to 
be) have, fome of them, heads as green, 
and hearts as paffionate, as any other 
members of the community; and, while 
the Senate-boufe is filled with boys .of 
one-and-twenty, it m$jft be fo. Thefe 
gentlemen, who may be called the ran¬ 
gers of the metropolis, are everlastingly 
ill purfuit of intrigue; and they have 
£ucb opportunities and knowledge, that, 
jn traverfing the ftreets, they can feleS 
from the number of paflengers the par¬ 
ticular girls, whofe roving eyes, and 
giddy manners, give them to underftand 
that they have more paflion thap pru¬ 
dence^ and that, if they have not yet fal- 
, Ien, it is becaufe they have not yet run 
the gauntlet of ardent folicitation.-r- 
Hear this, ye volatile and flighty girls; 
whether you are fempftreffes or ler- 
vants, milliners or mantua-makers! whe¬ 
ther you trip in couples to the park, 
or feat yourlelves in the two-fhiJIing 
gallery; whether you go to church or to 
market; hear, and be alarmed 1 You 
cannot throw about you one inviting 
glance, you cannot harbour one lurking 
leer, you cannot breathe one melting figb, 
you cannot indulge pne tempting titter, 
without being obferved . The rangers are 
always hovering about you, ready to 
at ypur thoughtlcfs hearts, ana re¬ 


duce you into ruin.-*-It was fuch a fel¬ 
low who heard the footman's inftru&ions 
to Kitty. 

He made up to her without the embar- 
raflment of ceremony, and with that fa¬ 
miliar expreffion in his countenance which 
was calculated to reconcile her to the im¬ 
pudence of his intrufion/ 4 Fray, my 
4 dear,’ fays he, 4 will you give me leave 
4 to conduct you to the end of your jour- 
* ney ?' There are moments in wjiich 
the heart is eafily befet. Let the reader 
imagine the fituation of the forlorn and 
fun pie girl . She was in a ftate of mind 
favourable tofurprrjte; and, alas! but top 
favourable to the defigns of gallantry. 
She turned to the young fellow, on this 
addrefs, and in the pure iugen^uoufnefs 
of dittrefs, burfl into tears.. 4 Heavens! 

4 nay good girl,' fays the gentleman, 

4 what ails you! Are you unhappy, and 
4 can l be of ferviceto you-?' Kitty told 
him, with much dtfeompofure, that file 
had not a friend in the world, and hard¬ 
ly an acquaintance; that (he was in fearch 
of a father whom fiie had not feen for 
many years, and of whofe exigence Ifie 
was ignorant; and that file was going to 
Eltham, and did not know a foot ot the 
way. This account of heifelf, fo Angular 
and pathetick, at once rouzed his fufpi- 
cions, hiscuriofity,and hie feelings. He 
knew the town well enough to be on his 
gyard again ft the lures of the hacknied, 
and he was aware that artifice might be 
dignified with the femblance of fimpli- 
city. At the fame time he was anxious 
to difeover the truth of what (he told him, 
from an earned: defire to aflift her if the 
forrow was real ; for he mixed benevo¬ 
lence with gallantry; and though hewaa 
heartily dilpoied to debauch her if inno¬ 
cent, he was as well inclined to proteft 
her if friendlefs. He foothed her with the 
moft endearing condefcenfions, and in- 
treated her to ftep in fomewhere, that he 
might be able to enquire if the coaches 
for Eltham wpr-e gone out, or that he 
might provide for her fome way op an¬ 
other. She made no hefitation, and he 
carried her into a neighbouring tavern, 
one of thofe convenient lioufes where in¬ 
trigue?, in whatever place they may be 
begun, are generally concluded. HecalU 
ed for a bottle of wine, and heard from 
Shitty the particulars of her ftory, as we 
have related them. The romantick fate 
of her mother, and the very lamentable 
fituation of the girl herfelf, made him 
rake a pecidiar intereft in her affairs. He 
determined, with glowing and honeft ge- 
L a nerofity. 
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r 'ei'ofity, to (hield her from *11 the diffi - 
Culties to which (he was expofed: but 
while he was thus to guard her from 
others, he made a ref rvation in favour 
of himfelf. He no longer doubted her 
fincerity. Nature was in her face; ihe 
, had teltimonies of truth in her features 
and behaviour which could not be feign¬ 
ed, and which he could notmiftake. But 
this was nor enough to deter him from 
an attempt on her virtue. He was tfie 
flive of paffion. His habits had given 
Aich afcendency to his defues over rea- 
ion, morality, and honour, that he was 
conftantly in purfuit of objetls of in¬ 
trigue; and a mind not by nature vici¬ 
ous, was rendered fo by indulgence. He 
attacked her with all the violence of un¬ 
governable appetite. He promifed her 
immenfe Aims, threw his purfe on the 
table, and ufed every art that defire or 
gallantry could invent to produce her 
compliance; but Kitty refilled him with 
the native dignity of innocence. She 
broke from his arms, reproached him 
with the bafeneis of inlujting an unpio- 
te&ed woman, whom misfortune and not 
error had put into his power; and, over¬ 
whelmed with grief and fatigue, flieburft 
into a flood of tears. The hurry of her 
fpirits increafed the invitation of her 
looks. The blooming health that fluih- 
ed in her cheeks received a deeper tinc- 
/ ture; and the blood, which feemed to be 
too copious for it's channels, was warm¬ 
ed into a more rapid couife. The gen¬ 
tleman was agonized with paffion, hut 
he was checked by the commanding in¬ 
fluence of modefty. He then endeavour¬ 
ed to calm her tiimults, he fpoke to her 
with the mod gentle and compaffionate 
tone, and he allured her that he would 
not dare to offend her more. She was 
huihed into confidence, and for a few 
minutes they converfed on the means of 
her going down to Eltham that night. 
The waiter was fent to know if there was 
any coach going that road; he returned, 
and informed them that none would go 
before eight o'clock the next morning. 
This dil’appointment threw poor Kitty 
into the moil excruciating Hate of mind: 
he feized on this cireumftance as a new 
ground of hope; and, upder the tyranny 
of his erratick paffion, fie again impor¬ 
tuned Iter to make him happy. She now 
ffarted up, and in her fimple but honeft 
refentment of his behaviour, pulled out 
of her pocket her whole treafure, a 
yery few remaining *lhiliings, a nutmeg- 
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grater, and a thimble: from this (he took 
and threw a flfilhng on th^ table, to pay 
her lhare of the reckoning, that Ihe might 
not, file faid, be under the final left ob¬ 
ligation to Inch a villain. He could not 
avoid finding at her fimpiicity; but it 
Concluded his profoe&s, and his hopes of 
fedw£tion were now converted into the 
moll fervent willies to proteft her. He 
again, with much difficulty, and many ' 

N afleverations, reconciled her to her fe 3 t; 
and he procured her promife that (he 
would take up her abode for that night 
in the tavern where they were, and in the 
care of the landlady, to whom he would 
fpeak, and in the morning he would take 
a ride with her down to Eltham, and af- 
filt her in the fearch of her father. If 
they failed, he promifed her,upon hishor 
nour, that he would provide for and 
proteft her till they could look out fora 
genteel fervice, and he would not har¬ 
bour the moll diftant intention againft 
her., With thefe aflurances flie appeared 
to be fatisfied. It was now between three! 
and four o’clock. It was the firft day 
of the meeting of parliament, and he was 
a member of the lower houfe. This gay, 
unprincipled rake, was a man to whom 
a part or the coriftituent body of the na¬ 
tion intruded their rights; and, with all 
this foible or vice in his nature, he was 
^ valuable, becaufe an independent re- 
prefentative. He promifed t® return by 
eight in the evening; and, after giving 
orders to the houfe to fuppfy Her with 
whatever Ihe might want, and intreating' 
her to compofe herfelf and remain in the 
confidence of his prote&ion, he left her. 
The poor unfortunate girl having had 
the experience of his ungovernable tem-i 
per, and juftly fearing that he might re¬ 
new his outrages when he had her again 
in his power, flew from the houfe on the 
Inftant of h^s departure. Withaforrow- 
ful heart flie walked along the Strand, 

. and down Fleet Street; at the bottom of 
which Ihe was perfe&ly bewildered, and 
flood crying in the middle of the ftreet: 
flie was, however, directed acrofs Black- 
friars Bridge; but by the time that ihe 
had wandered upas far as theobeliik, it 
was dark, a very heavy ihower came on, 
ar.d ihe was wetted to the {kin. She aik- 
ed her way at the turnpike, to Eltham. 
The people were (truck, with her misfort 
tunes; and an old man, after examining 
her very clofely, procured her a lodging 
for the night at the houfe of a walher- 
womanin the neighbourhood. The gen-. 
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tleman who had left her in the bagnio, 
returned, according to his promile, at 
eight o’clock; and on being told by the 
waiter that (he had left the houfe imme¬ 
diately after him, flew into a vehement 
paflion, and fwore that they wifhed to fe- 
crete her. In truth he believed fo, and 
with*all his debauchery he was exceed¬ 
ingly anxious to fave her from their mif- 
chievous defigns. Hefearched the whole 
houfe, and was only convinced from their 
patience while he did this, that the girl 
was gone away. The next morning he 
rode down to Eltham, andjuft as he wafc 
turning into the village^ he came up with 
Kitty, who had fet off on foot at a very 
early hour, and had made her way to the 
place without any farther accident. The 
meeting occafioned confiderable appre- 
lienfion on the part of Kitty, but he dif- 
Jjelted her fears by the opennefs and re- 


fpe£l of his behaviour. The whole day 
was fpenf ^n feeking for her father,wliofe 
obfeurity eluded their fearch, and it was 
by mere good fortune that he traced hifit 
at laft to a miferable hedge alehoufe, 
drinking his pint of beer with (ome of 
his fellow-labourers. The father and 
daughter met one another with an honeft 
joy; and the young fellow who, but the 
day before, did every thing in his power 
to ruin her peace of mind, now felt the 
»moft exquifite fenfations on her recovery 
of a natural guardian, and he took the 
moft generous intereft in her welfare. He 
forced upon the father a twenty pound 
bank-note, with which he might provide 
comfortably for Kitty’s maintenance; 
' and, within a fortnight, he procured her 
a fervice in the family of a moft amiable 
aunt, to whom he communicated the 
ftory, and where Kitty now rehdes. 


THE 

ANTICIPATION OF EVIL, 

AN APOLOGUE. 

BY DR* DODD. 


C OMPLAINTS of the mifenes 
of life, and murmurs at the prefent 
difpofition of things, arie heard from al- 
tnoft every quarter, are breathed from 
almoft every lip of mortality. Though 
it is not to be denied, that human exig¬ 
ence is fubieft to forrow; that moral arid 
natural evil predominates, in a great de¬ 
gree, throughout the creation: yet nei¬ 
ther is it to be denied, that much of the 
miiery wherr of men complain is of their 
own feeking; that many of the murmurs 
which querulous mortals emit, fpring 
from the bitter fountain of their own 
folly and imprudence. 

A copious fourceof difquietude is that 
anticipation of misfortunes, that ingeni¬ 
ous method of fclf-tormenting, wherein 
many are fo (killed, by which they pe¬ 
netrate into all the pofli^le calamities of 
futurity: nor ever allow them lei ves to 
enjoy the prefent, through an irrational 
dread and fufpicion of what is to come. 
As nothing can be more deftru&ive of 
felicity, fo nothing is more difgracefui to 
jreafon, or more contrary to that pious 
dependence upon God, which religion 
in general, and the Chriftian revelation 
in particular, fo ckarly inculcates. 

ib : /. « 


This evil, without doubt, arifes from 
weaknefs of underftanding, and want of 
faith. For did men recoileft that no hu¬ 
man fears can influence futurity; thfct 
He, in whofe hands are all events, both 
can and will difpofe them according to 
his good pleafure: they would quickly 
drop all unmanly tread of the morrow; 
and labour only to fecorehis prote&ioh, 
who, fovereign in power and goodnefe, 
caufeth all things to co-operate for the 
good of his creatures. From fuch prin¬ 
ciples, a prude t, hut not anxious, area- 
fonabie, hut not diftrefsful regard to the 
future, would preferve the compofure, 
and ever maintain the chearfulnels of the 
mind. 

Carviceo never leaves his houfe, but 
he is under a thoufand apprehenfions 
during his abfrnce, left fome mifehief 
(houhl befal his wife or his children: he 
prognofticates an army of evils, and is 
generally di Appointed, at his tetum, to 
find all things well. Ventofus is feldom 
feen to fmile, is commonly ruminating 
on the mournful fituhtion to which he 
lhali be reduced, in cafe the veflels,' 
wherein his fubftance is embarked, (hall 
chance to be taken by the enemy, or funk 

by 


Digitized by 


Google 



NEW NOVELIST S MAGAZINE* 


83 

fcy the ftorrhs: and with thefe melan¬ 
choly probabilities, hi$ family, for the 
molt part, every evening are entertained. 
Carcalla preys daily upon her own vitals, 
and is often observed to drop a tear in 
filence: for (he conje£lures,and forebodes, 
that herbufband, on whofe life the whole 
fuppoit of her family depends, will die 
before bis children are brought up; 4 and 

* then,’ fays (he, with a lamentably figh, 

* where (hall fuch a wretched widow and 

* her poor orphans find a friend!’ 

An aneient Apologue—for fables may 
teach where the more feiious dogmas of 
feience are fruitlefs—well expoles this 
pernicious weaknefs. 

Beneath the thick covert of a wide- 
fpreaciingoak, fequeftered from the herds, 
and enjoying the cool of the (hade, lay 
a Stag, with his beauteoufly-chequered 
partner by his fide; while around them 
bounded in (porting play, a little lovely 
fawn, produce of their mutual affe&ion, 
The foreft boalfed not a mate more faith¬ 
ful and fond than he; more pleafingand 
conllant than (lie no gentle hand was re¬ 
nowned through the glade. As fhe view¬ 
ed, with tender affe&ion, the branching 
antlers nodding on his comely brow, the 
gloffy fmoothnefs of his fkin, and the 
elegant beauty of his (lender and wel}- 
tumed legs; full of love (he fighed deep¬ 
ly, while a roimd tear dole involuntarily 
down her dappled face. Attentive to 
her'looks, he (bon difeerned the rifmg for- 
row: * And whence,’ faid this native 
burgher of the woods, 4 whence, my 

* loft mate, this fad figh? Wherefore 

* thefe tears, that deal from your eyes 
' * as if they wifh to be concealed? The 

* (harcr of your heart mud claim a (hare 

* in your troubles; imparted griefs are 
f diniinifhed, as imparted bill's is doubly 

* augmented.’ 

* Alas!’ (he replied, * perhaps the day 

* will cojne, perhaps it is nearly ap- 

* proaching, in which I (hall have no 

* partner to (bare in tny griefs or my 

* joys; bpt be left a widowed hind, to 

* range the lone fored in defertion and 

* (oiitude. The mournful refle&ion for 
4 ever prefents* itfelf to my view $ and I 

* am hourly apprehtnfiveof thy (haring 
4 that fate to which the cruel gods have 

* fubiecled our upbappy rape! Full fredi 

* in my memory, nay, preient, as it were, 
4 before my addled fight, is the mifera- 
4 ble catadrophe of my brother—a dag 
4 of nobled nature, and once nimbled ot 
4 tholb that ikui) fight o'er die lawn. 


4 Shall I ever forget the day, when, 

4 breathlefs and panting, he fought the 
4 thick coveit where J chanced to Tie hid l 
4 His burding heart throbbed impetu- 
4 Qufly; his weary legs could no longer 
4 fupport him; in anguilh and difmay he 
4 threw himfelf along the turf; ana, as 
4 he cad his eyes at me, who trembling 
4 with terror Surveyed him, “ the big 
44 round pears courfed one another down 
€t his innocent nofe in piteous chace.” 

4 Jud as he was going to vent his deep 
4 woe, the horrid tumult of the hunter^ 

4 and the hounds too loudly and plain- 
4 ly belpoke the caufe. Unable to fty, 

4 he armed himfeif with defperate refq- 
4 lution; and, (hocking to relate! 1 be- 
4 held, at a didance, the blood-happy 
* pack hang growling at his fair-jutting 
4 ched: I faw him long maintain the 
4 unequal combat; I faw—but, oh! 

4 (lion Id fuch fate befal thee 1—Nay, and 
4 perhaps that pretty innocent one, which 
4 plays it’s fportive gambols around us, 

4 imlufpicious of danger, unconfcious of 
4 the future; that lovely fawn, deaf 
4 pledge of ourfondnefs; perhaps, too, 

4 we are breeding him up to the favage 
4 daughter! Ah, wretched mother!-* 

4 ah,miferable wife!—is the fruit of thy 
f loins, is the huiband of thy love, de- 
4 dined to be torn by devouring dogsj 
4 dedined to be the (port of men, more 
4 4 eVou rmg and inhuman than they!’ 

4 Cervilla,* (aid the (tag, rifmg with 
much dignity and grace, and affuming^ 
tone of authority, ibftened with love, 

4 vain are thy complaints; thy appre- 
4 henfions are the children of timidity 
4 and weakpefs. The tendernefs of thy 
4 conjugal, the yearnings of thy mother? 

4 ly affection, can alone plead thy par- 
4 don for indulging Inch unreaionable 
4 terrors. But lay, my loved mate, canft 
4 thou pierce into futurity, and fee the 
4 yet dark and undiscovered iffue of 
4 things ? Or, grant that thou couldd, 
4 yet cand thou counterwork the great 
4 and irreverlible decrees of Sovereign 
4 Pan, or caufe the lilver bowed Diana 
6 tolayafide her dedined (hafts ? Suffice 
4 it for thee, that thefe potent deities pre- 
4 fide over all the affairs which concern 
4 our race. Wife in their rule, they wil} 
4 deal properly with us. It is ours to 
4 fecure their favour; it is ours to fub- 
4 mit to their will. Thy heart heavts 
4 with anguilh, through dread of mis- 
4 fortunes which never may happen; and, 
4 if fo, vain is that dread, though thy 
4 angui(% 
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4 tngtiKh is a real evil; . Haw many of 

* Our dappled kindred have efcaped, to 

* the utmoft day of cervine longevity, 

4 the toils of the hunter, nor ever fled 

* before the deep-mouthed pack ? Why 
4 wilt thou not rather anticipate the good 
4 than the evil ? Nay, do but confider, 
4 ' fhould it be the high will of Diana, 

* that I and my fon flee before the hun- 
4 ter, were it not more wife calmly to 
4 enjoy what is granted at prelent, than 
4 to die a thoufand times* than a thou- 

* fand tijnes to fuffer, in the fearful ap- 
4 prehenfion of the death, of the fuffer- 
4 ing, one day to come ! It will be time 
4 enough to lament when the hour of 
4 lamentation is at hand: aftd if, in- 
‘ deed, we are to be fought out for the 

* chace, let us gallantly prepare and 
4 exercife ourfelves thereto; that fo we 
4 may have hope to efcape, and by our 
4 fleetnel’s to baffle the fcent arul fagacity 
4 of our purfuersi Or if we are to fall, 


let us refolve to fell our lites as dearly 
as we may ; revolving daily in our 
minds thole heroic principles handed 
down from our anceltors, which may 
ftrengtheri us to meet our fate with due 
magnanimity; and may give us, in 
the fongs or the groves, to immortal 
memory. 

4 Bleft in each other’s love, mjr Cer*. 
villa, bleft in the pleating difports of 
that jocund one* who now courts our 
attention; with placid ferenity, let us 
enjoy what is bellowed; with calm 
prudence provide for the future; and, 
prepared for either fortune, wait fufy- 
mHlively the determinations of the 
great Pan. Make neither what thou 
canft, nor what thou can ft not prevent, 
the fubjeft of difquietude; and ac- 
cuftom thyfelf rather to crop the golden 
flowers of balmy Hope, than to browze 
on the bitter Wormwood of Doubt and 
defperation*’ 


THE EARTHQUAKE/ 

A TALE TOO TRUE. 

BY THE REVEREND MR. MAYOR. 


F ROM the fcourge of peftilence, 
the pinings of famine, or the de- 
Vaftations of jui Earthquake, even virtue 
muft not hope for exemption, nor can 
innocence expert fecurity. 4 The ways 
4 of Heaven are dark and intricate;’ the 
good and the bad are involved in com¬ 
mon calamities, and partake of commoil 
bleflings : but the former enjoy the plea- 
Aires of confcious re&itude* and they 
can rely on a 4 bright reverfion in the 
4 Iky;' while the latter endure the ftings 
of confcience, even amid the gleam of 
prftpprity; and in the dark hour of ad- 
verfity muft confefs the juftice of their 
fate, and embrace the fpe&re Defpair, 
inftead of the angel Hopei 

Signora Ramoni, the fubieCl of this 
little hiftory, was defcendeil from the 
ancient family of Ramoni, in Sicily. 
She was fortunate in her connexions; 
ihe was favoured by nature; and the 
(land of diligent cultivation had rendered 
her mind as lovely, at a very early period, 
as her perfon was enchanting. With 
every advantage from fortune, and every 
attraction that-beauty can confer on a 


polithed underftanding, it Is na&tral t# 
imagine the heroine of our melancholy 
tale could not long remain unadmired 
and unfolicited. The richeft and mod 
accomplilhed young gentlemen of her 
native ifle paid her the molt flattering 
marks of attention before Ihe had com- 
pleated her fifteenth year; but Providence 
feems to have referved her for another 
love, which neither party at that time 
had ever conceived probable, or even 
confidered as an object of hope. 

Sevini was a young Sicilian of fplendid 
talents, but moderate poflfeflions. He 
had ftudied at Rome, till the prize of 
literature fell to his lot at almoft every 
competition. His fame had reached the 
members of the conclave; his merits 
made imprefflons in his favour wherever 
they were known and recorded; and his 
manners conciliated efteem and friend* 

. (hip wherever they weredifplayed. He 
was early devoted to the church, by the 
premature determination of his father j 
and he had already experienced that 
ftruggle between inclination and duty 
which is fo frequently felt, when a path. 
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is chalked out by parental authority, in 
which a child cnnnot walk with plcafure, 
and from which he dares not deviate 
without incurring the blame of dif- 
obedience. 

After having compleated his general 
ftudies, and before he applied himfelf to 
divinity as a future proteflion, a relax¬ 
ation of a few months, in his native ill and, 
was wi filed for and allowed. He fet 
out for Medina, the place of his nativity, 
with that placid joy which ever pervades 
the bread when we are about to revifit 
fcenes endeared to us by early recollec¬ 
tion, and to fee perfons united to us by 
the binding ties of nature; and he had 
the happinels to find, that the arms of 
his parents were extended to embrace 
him, and the alTociates of his infancy 
anxious to recognize him. 

The family of Ramoni had been fet¬ 
tled in the vicinity of Medina for at 
leaft three centuries ; between whom 
and that of Scvini there had always 
exifted a friendly intimacy, notwith- 
flanding a conliderable difparity in their 
fortunes. The only daughter of Ra¬ 
moni, whd had juft entered b er feven- 
teenth year, was a viliter of the aged 
Sevini at the time of his Ton's arrival. 
We have already given a fliort delcription 
of the peri'on and accomplifhments of 
this lady; and, in the eyes of a youth of 
twenty, they did not k>fe their effect. 
He faw, and was enamoured, before he 
had time to think on confequences, or 
knew that he was really a lover. It was 
his ftudy to pay every attention to the 
beautiful Ramoni; but this might be 
aferibed either to elegance of manners, 
or to the ardour of attachment. Tile 
innocent and amiable fair-one interpreted 
his affiduity as the proof of a growing 
paflion, which die fuffered herfelf to in¬ 
dulge; and yoitr.g Sevini with tranlport 
perceived that he was not indifferent in 
the eyes of his charmer. 

If die fought the citron grove that 
communicated with his father's garden, 
during the fultry hour of noon, he was 
lure to trace her fteps, and to engage 
her in lome interefting convention. 
The converfation was, indeed, general; 
but the looks, which beft explain the 
heart, were too particular not to be mu¬ 
tually decyphered. They were attached 
to each other by nature and fentimentj 
and on fucli attachments only Heaven 
can look, down with approbation and de¬ 


light. Why are they not always pro* 
pitious ! why fhould the grofs ana felfiflj 
aflions flaunt it in the face of day, with- 
ut fear, and without Aiame; and genuine 
regard'dr cad thttjeof difeoveryand 
leek the (hade of concealment! 

Sevini began to reflect j reflexion only 
ferved to torment him; and he fled to the 
prefence of his love, to avoid it’s nftmi- 
tions. His father, he well knew, had 
deftined him to perpetual celibacy j and 
his affeXion was too finefcre to permit 
him to think of diftionourable gratifica¬ 
tions. He was reduced to the painful 
alternative of violating either his love or 
his duty. The firft is the ftrongeft fen- 
fation in the heart of man; and, confe- 
quently, when real, will always come 
off victorious in the conflict with inferior 
pafiions. He now re/olved to avow hi* 
flame, and facrifice all to affeXionbut 
though be had little reafon to apprehend 
the negleX of his miftrefs, he had * 
as little room to hope that her family 
would even confent to a match which 
worldly prudence muft deem fo unequal. 
This increaied his difti efs; but his refo- 
lution was fixed ; and weak muft that 
attachment be which will not infpire 
frefii confidence, and fmoothe the afpeX 
of conglomerated difficulties ! 

While the fetting fun was one even¬ 
ing gilding the fummits of .^Etna, the 
young Sevini, in melancholy mood, en¬ 
tered the garden, which, lay at a fmall 
difiance from the houfe; and, in order 
to indulge his reflexions without inter¬ 
ruption, fought an arbour, adapted by 
nature and art for ptnlive thought and 
fecret retirement. At bis approach, he 
found ir pro-occupied by his cleared Ra¬ 
moni. Her head reclined againft the 
trunk of a tree that aflified to form the i 
retreat; in her nght hand (lie held a 
book; the left contained a handkerchief, 
which fhe frequently applied to her eyes 
as fhe read-; and fo intent did fhe appear 
on the fubjeX of her ftudy, that fhe per¬ 
ceived him not till he fpoke. Starting 
tip, fhe exclaimed—* Is it you, Sevini! 

‘ I thought myfelf fecure from inter- 

* ruption; and I tremble to think what 

* opinions may be formed of our pri- 

* vate interviews, which have been too 

* frequent of late to appear entirely ac- 

* cidental.' 

* Charming Ramoni?' replied the 
youth, * accident has little /hare in wha* 

‘ you remark. My feet naturally con- 
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* du& me to the perfon in whom my 

* heart has repofed it's eternal felicity! 

* You cannot be wholly aftrangerto 
‘ the lenfations of my bread: they fuf- 

* 'ficiently influence my external appear* 

* ance to witnels that I fincerely and ar- 

* dently love. Will Ramoni, without 

* glancing difdain, permit me to avow 

* myfelf her molt paflionate admirer; 

* and will Ihe deign to cad an eye of 

* pity on the unfortunate Sevini!'—* Se- 

* vim is juftly entitled to my moil fa- 

* vourable opinion: his merit, his vir- 

* tues, independent of his expreflions of 
4 particular regard for me, claim my 

* unreferved edeem; but I know too lit- 

* tie of my own heart to define the exaft 

* nature of the regard I feel. Perhaps 

* I have confefled too much; but I am 

* unacquainted with the arts of diflimu- 
4 lation, and I am averfe to learn their 

* pra&ice. Leave me, for the prefent* 

* tp recover myfelf from that flutte r of 

* fpirits into which this unexpected and 

* unufual convention has thrown me; 
4 and, if you are ftudious to delerve, and 
4 anxious to poflefs them, be allured of 

* the heft wiihes of Ramoni.' 

With thele words Ihe darted from his 
fight, before the pleafing impreflion they 
had made would permit him to recover 
from his peverieof bills, and to frame a 
fuitable reply, or obey the injunction 
(he had already rendered ufelefs. How¬ 
ever, he fpeedily recollected himfelf to 
follow her; and, advancing towards the 
houfe, faw her enter the door, which 
was inftantly Ihut: and thus he was, for 
tills time, precluded from renewing his 
profeflions, or urging his plea. 

'But love had gained an equal afeen- 
dancy over the bread of Ramoni: their 
hearts beat in unifon; their eyes, on eve¬ 
ry occafion, interchanged the fweeteft ef- 
fufions of mutual regard; and had not, 
the deftination of Sevini lulled the vigi¬ 
lance of his family, and the rank of the 
lovely Ramoni ftifled conjecture, per¬ 
haps every domedlck fpeCtator would 
have penetrated into the emotions of 
their fouls. 

Their interviews were now frequent, 
but private. Time flew on his fwifteft 
wings; and the mournful day almod im¬ 
perceptibly approached, on which Sevini 
was again to bid adieu to his native 
Meffina, and Ramoni to revifit the feat 
of her fire. They well knew that a dif- 
covery would have blafted both their 
hopes; they reafonably concluded that 
VOL. II. 


entreaty or expoflulation would be in 
vain: they therefore agreed on a pri¬ 
vate marnage; and refolved, if poflible, 
to conceal their connection till the death 
of one or both their fathers, who were 
far advanced in years, or till fome more 
defirable occurrence (hould juftify their 
avowal. The marriage was folemnized 
the very day before Sevini let out for 
Rome; and fuch extreme caution was 
obferved, that even fufpicion dept. 

The pried who joined them was the 
only perfon privy to this tranfaClion; 
and him they engaged to carry on their 
mutual correfpondence. The melan¬ 
choly moment of heart-rending repara¬ 
tion at lad arrived. The fun fhot his 
faired beams into the chamber of Sevini; 
the birds carolled their fweeted notes 
from the fpray; the voice of chearfui 
labour refouuded in his ears; and Mef- 
fina feemed proud to fead his eyes, for 
the lad time, with a difplay of her mod 
magnificent drtiCVures. But he was to 
bid adieu to his midrefs, his bride, his 
wife; he was to become an involuntary 
exile from all he held dear; and nature, 
to his gloomy apprehenfion, feemed 
diefled in her mod forbidding garb, and 
every objeCt to fympathize with his dif- 
trefs. 

Y ( s who have felt the ardour of ge¬ 
nuine regard, the exalted glow of origi¬ 
nal affe&ion; ye who have taded the 
luxury of love repaid; think, for ye 
know, what Sevini differed at this crifis ! 
what the beautiful Ramoni endured at 
the iolemn word Farewel! To you I 
need not attempt to delcribe what the 
fterility of language denies; and to you, 
who derive your happinefs from infen- 
fibility, I difdain to addrefs myfelf. 
This frame, which is feelingly alive to 
every touch of didrefs; this hears which 
vibrates to every impuifeof pity—wretch¬ 
ed as it is from the keen reflection of 
lodes not to be recovered, and the pro- 
fpeCl of ills that dill menace a fall—fhall 
never pay homage to unamiable indif¬ 
ference, or feek for lhelter in lullen 
apathy! 

Sevini reached Rome without meeting 
any particular accident to retard his 
journey; and Ramoni bid farewel to the 
feenes which were now no longer lovely 
when deprived of her lord. But, alas! 
Hie carried her unhappinefs with her. Se-* 
vini waseverprefentto hermind, though 
lod to her fight; and the tear was often 
ready to dart when fhc was invited to 
M fedivity 
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feftivity and joy. Her father, who was 
not delbtute of penetration, fiuv the an- 
gmih of his daug hter’s bread; but, as he 
could not poffibly conje&ure a probable 
caufe at prefent* for what was too con- 
fjpicuous to efcape obfervation, he waited 
till fome circumftance might occur to 
deve^ope the my fiery he could not com¬ 
prehend, and which he was unwilling to 
itiveiligate by a formal enquiry. 

Six months rolled away their melan¬ 
choly hours, during which Sevini and 
his bride regularly correfponded, and 
had hitherto elcaped fufpscion. This 
was remote from felicity; but it did not 
preclude hope. It did not, indeed, gra- 
tity the enthufiafm of love; but it re- 
preffed the arrows of deipair. A time, 
they fondly imagined, would arrive, 
when it would be no crime to be known 
by one common name; and when one 
houfe, one table, one bed, would be nei¬ 
ther criminal nor unlawful. The fond 
ideas of blifs they allowed themtelves to 
indulge Heaven forbade to realize. The 
ftorm began to collect, the clouds to im¬ 
pend, and all their combined vengeance 
at once to burft on their heads. 

Signora Sevini began to feel that, if 
the.name of wife might be concealed, 
Ihe would loon be a mother. This die 
communicated to Sevini with all that an- 
guifti which ought v oniy to attend guilt. 
He endeavoured to confole her; and, by 
a letter glowing with terms of the molt 
ardent affection, propofed to her that he 
Ihould leave Rome, and return to that 
country and that fociety which was 
dearer to him than fame, and fweet as 
life. She was muting on this letter 
when her father entered her chamber; 
the tears were trickling down her cheeks, 
and feemed ambitious tor obliterate the 
writing, to prevent a difeovery. The 
old man fainted her before (he fufpe&ed 
interruption—‘ And whence, my child, 

* proceed thefe tears? Has your father 

ever fhewn himfelf indifferent to your 

* happinefs? and why fliould you brood 

* overmifery, without making him the 

* confident of it’s caufe ?’ At this un¬ 
expected addrefs fhe fail.ted away. The 
aged Ramoni was eager to reftore her; 
but happy had it been for her had fhe 
never opened her eyes again, as fheonly^ 
opened them to frefh feene^of dillrefs. 
No fooner did her fire perceive his exer¬ 
tions for her recovery were likely to be 
crowned with fuccefs, than he fnalched 
up the letter which lay on the table. He 


was foon informed of every circumftance 
attending her fituation. He was too 
much affected to proceed, or to upbraid 
her. His feelings wholly overcame him. 
The violence of hispaffion and his grief 
choaked the paffage of refpiration. He 
dropt lifelefs down, and waked no 
more. 

His daughter, with that duty which 
(lie ftill felt, and that tendernefs which 
was inherent in her nature, immediately 
alarmed the family. Her own fuffer- 
ings were wholly abforbed in the litii- 
3iion of her fire, and for a while fhe 
forgot that (lie was wretched on her own 
account: but Ramoni was gone for ever; 
no arts could recal him, no fiimulants 
bring back the fufpended animation. 

As i'opnas the mournful ceremony of 
interment was over—mournful to a 
daughterlike Signora Sevini, even had 
it been occafionea by the gradual and ir- 
refiftible decree of fate; but doubly 
mournful from the reflection that fhe 
had too probably a confiderable fhare in 
it’s acceleration—letters were difpatched 
by her to Sevini, informing him ,of the 
important revolution which had happen¬ 
ed iri their affairs; and urging him to 
return and take pofllflion of the fortune 
which was now unalienably h^r own. 
The letters arrived in due courfe; but 
they ferved only to recal him to a love pf 
life, which lie had for fome days refign- 
ed. An epidemick fever, which at that 
time raged in Rome, had confined him 
fourteen days: his diforder was arrived 
atacrifis; and the agitation of mind 
into whicn this intelligence threw him, 
only ferved to haften his departure. He 
died, imploring every bleffmgfrom Hea¬ 
ven on her whom, laft of ail earthly 
things, he could bring himfelf to relin- 
quifh. 

Too foon did the melancholy news 
reach the ears of the foie representative 
of the ancient family of Ramoni. Shall 
I attempt to delcribe her fenfations ? 
No! language may taint ordinary griefs; 
her’s was beyond it’s moft impaflioned 
powers to reach. She was initantly feiz- 
ed with the pains of partui ition; the na¬ 
tural ftrength of her frame aflifled her in 
bringing forth; a boy was announced to 
the world; and, for his fake, fiie began 
to cherifli the hopes of life,- which only 
the affection of a parent for her offspring 
could render fupportable after tjic death 
of a hu(band. 

Time, whofe lenient balm fobthes and 
reconciles 

*1 
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reconciles us to the moft difaftrous 
events, gradually brought Signora Se- 
vini to herlelf. She luck led her little 
fop; file already traced the fimiiitude of 
his beloved father in his face; and /he 
wearied Heaven with importuning it’s 
gracious benedi&ion on his life. Hea¬ 
ven, in it's divine decrees, thought fit 
to reje6t her petitions- Several /light 
/hocks of an earthquake had been feit at 
Meflina, and in it's vicinity. On the 
oppofite coaft of Calabria, they were 
more violent; and even thofe who were 
in Tpme meafure habituated to thefe 
dreadful viiitations of Providence, be¬ 
gan to be alarmed. Signora Sevini was 
at her native feat. She had juft put her 
little boy to bed, and was breathing out 
a prayer for his prefervation before /he 
committed herfelf to lieep. A concuf- 
fioq of the earth interrupted her ejacula¬ 
tions; a more tremendous one fucceed- 
ed; a third involved all in one fcene 
of undiftingui/hed ruin. The /olid 
earth rocked like the brittle bark in a 
ftorm. Houfes were lifted up from their 
foundations, and to/Ted in the air; or 
the yawning earth received them into it’s 
bofom. The manlion of Signora Se¬ 
vini was in an inftant raifed from it’s 
fite, and fell down at fotne diftance, in 
one general mafs of ruins. She loft the 
power of recolle£lion; /he loft the light 
of the day; the chafm which received 
her clofed a-top, and horror of the moft 
dreadful kind furrounded her. The 
earth /hook again; the ruins opened 
where the wretched widow of Sevini was 
confined; and /he was violently thrown 
out info the fpace which was once an 
area before the houfe. for feme time 


/lie lay without any figns of life: every 
perfon was to 0 rfmch interefted in pro¬ 
viding for his own fafety to think of an¬ 
other; -and /he was at length awakened 
into the miferies of exi/tenceby the heav¬ 
ing of the earth under her head. 

No fooner had /he recovered a da\pn 
of recolle&ion, than /he diftra&edly en- 
quiied for her infant. Alas! who was 
able to give her any information ! Ter¬ 
ror and death ftared every one in the 
face; thou lands had taken their leave of 
fubiunary fear, and it’s confequent mi- 
lery; and it was not till the awful lhcck* 
began to abate that /he could prevail on 
fome furviving labourers to dig into the 
ruins in fearch of her child. t 

She attended, their progrefs with the 
moft anxious perfeveran.e. Every ftroke 
of their pick-axes to remove the rubbi/h 
/he watched with the eagernefs of a per- 
/bn in fearch of an expected trealure, but 
her eagernefs was of a more foftenethand 
humane fpecies. Her features were mark¬ 
ed with delpair, but it was tinged with 
refignation; and/he exhibited that fort 
of ftill grief, which is too deep and too 
fincere to be heightened by afte&ation or 
art. 

At laft fome figns of a bed appeared; 
her eagernefs and her diftra&iop redou¬ 
bled; and a few lirokes more brought her 
lifelefs babe to light. She reached for¬ 
ward to feize his remains; but the vio¬ 
lence of her grief, which /he had reftrain- 
ed till hope was entirely loft, t now totally 
overcame her: /he dropped liftlefs down ; 
and, without a groan, her fpirit winged 
it's way to that Heaven, where virtue 
will find it’s ultimate and eternal re¬ 
ward. 


THE 

HISTORY OF ALIBEZ. 


A PERSIAN TALE. 


C HA-ABBAS, King of Perfia, 
making a progrefs through his do¬ 
minions, withdrew him/elf one day from 
bis court, led by his curiufity to fee the 
fimple, natural life, of thepeafants; tak¬ 
ing with him only one of his courtiers. 
4 I have never yet had an opportunity,’ 
/ays the king to him, 4 to obferve the 
4 manners of men in a true light; what 
* I have hitherto feen, has been ail dif- 


4 guife; the fimplicity of nature has been 

* hidden from me; therefore I have re- 
4 folved to look iuto the country, and to 

* confider thofi* people whom we defpife, 
4 notwithftanding they are the founda- 
4 tion and fupport of fociety. I am 
4 weary of being perpetually furrounded 
4 by courtiers, who watch my looks and 
4 my words toenfnare me with flattery. 
4 Be not furprized, then, that I have de * 
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• termined to lay afide the king for a 
4 time, that I may cbnverie, freely and 
4 unknown, with hufbandmen and ihep-. 
4 herds.' 

He p^d through feveral villages with 
his confident; and in every place, as he 
palled, he found the people dancing. His 
heart was raviftied with delight upon 
difcovering the cheap, innocent, peace¬ 
able pleafures', which are not to be found 
but at a diftance from couyts. He went 
into a hut to refrefti himfelf; and as, 
through fading andexercife, his appetite 
was keen, he made a delicious repaft, 
and relifhed the coarfe fare that was laid 
before him beyond the delicacies of his 
own table. 

From the little green hut Cha-Abbas 
wandered on with his companion, till he 
came to a meadow richly embroidered 
with flowers, and lhaded on every fide 
with fpreading trees. He had not en¬ 
tered fa«* into this luxuriant fcene, when 
he heard the murmur of a brook; and 
advancing forward, he perceived a young 
ihepherd fitting on the bank of the dream 
\inder the cool fliadfe of a beech-tree, and 
playing on his pipe, while his flock fed 
along the frefh margin. The king came 
up to him; and* attentively eyeing him, 
was fur prized at the fweetnefs ana inge¬ 
nuity of his countenance, tempered with 
a graceful fimplicity. The mean appa¬ 
rel of the youth did not abate his comeli- 
nefs; and the king took him for fame 
young nobleman in difguife: hereupon, 
the fhepherd informed him, that his fa¬ 
ther and his mother lived in the next vil¬ 
lage, and that his name was Alibez. 

The more Cha-Abbas difcourfed with 
him, the more he admired the modelty 
and the judnefs of his anfwers. His 
eyes were lively, without the lead fierce- 
riels; his voice was fweet and infinuating ; 
and his features were neither harfh nor 
vulgar, nor yet ioft or effeminate. The 
fhepherd, who was not above (ixteen 
years of age, was unconfcious of his own 
advantageous form; and 1 ufpe&ed not that 
his perfon, his fpeech, and his thoughts," 
were extraordinary, or peculiar more to 
him than to all the other fwains of the 
village: but Nature had been liberal to 
him, and had implanted that forceof rea- 
fon in his mind which others acquire by 
education. 

The king was charmed with converg¬ 
ing familiarly with him, and often fkiiled 
at the natural exprefiions of the youth, 
whole aniwers were uncondrained, his 


lips fpeaking the language of his heart; 
a ltyle of converfation which, till then, 
the king bad never heard. Wherefore 
he made a fign to the courtier, his com¬ 
panion, not to difcover him, fearing that 
Alibez would immediately lofe all his 
franknefs and his natural graces, if he 
knew before whom he fpoke. 

After a long converfation, 4 I am at 
4 lad convinced,’ faid the prince to his 
confident, * that the perfe&ions <Sf na- 

• ture are not confined to birth and 

• grandeur; and, that the monarch is not 
4 always fuperior to the peafant. Never 
4 was the fon of a king better born than 

• this young fhepherd. I fhould think. 

4 myfelf happy in a fon, whofe beauty, 

4 whofe fenfe, and whole virtues, were 
4 equal to the rare endowments I have 
4 obftrved in this youth. If I judge 
4 aright, he would excel in any condition 
4 of life; and if proper care be taken of 

• his education, he will undoubtedly one 
4 day prove an extraordinary man: 
4 therefore I am determined to refeue 
4 him from obfeurity, and to educate 

• him in my court.’ 

Hereupon the king difclofed himfelf 
to Alibez, whofe countenance was agree¬ 
ably varied with confufion, with furprize, 
and with joy. - His parents confenting, 
Cha-Abbas took the lovely youth into 
his care, and returned to his palace. 
Alibez was taught to read and to-write, 
to dance and to fing, and had mailers 
appointed to inftruft him in all the arts 
and fciences which embellifh r.nd im¬ 
prove the imderftanding. H,e was at 
firit dazzled with die fplendor of the 
court, and the great change in his for¬ 
tune made fome fmall alteration in his 
mind. His youth and his beauty both 
confpired to incline his heart a little to 
vanity. The iheep-hock, the pipe, and 
the fhepherd’s garb, were laid afide; he 
was now cloathed in a purple robe, and 
a turban lparkling with jewels; and his 
beauty was the admiration of the court. 
Neverthelefs, he wanted not diligence and 
^application to render himftlf capable of 
the moil ferious affairs. As he grew in¬ 
to years and experience, he merited the 
confidence of his mafter, who obferving 
his genius admirably turned for the 
fplendor and magnificence of a court, 
made him keeper of all* his jewels and 
co(Jly furniture, a poll of great honour 
and truft in Perfia. 

While the great Cha-Abbas lived, 
Alibez grew daily in the favour of bis 

mafter. 
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jmatter. As his years increafed, and his 
judgment ripened he often called to mind 
his former condition, with a fenfible re¬ 
gret, • O blefled days!’ would he fay 
to himfelf; 4 days of innocence! days, 

* in which I reliftfed uninterrupted joys, 

4 not mixed with fearsl O days, fuch as 

* 1 have never fmee enjoyed! and am I 
4 never to fee the like again? The mo- 

* narch who has deprived me of my 

* peaceable hours, by delivering me over 
4 to riches and honours, has robbed me 
f of my whole llore of happinefs!’ He 
grew impatient to revifit his native vil¬ 
lage; and his heart beat with emotions 
of tendernefs as he viewed the places 
where, in his youth, he ufed to dance, to 
pipe, and to fing, with his companions. 
'He was liberal in bounties to his parents, 
his relations, and all his acquaintance: 
but he earneftly entreated them, as they 
tendered their own felicity, never to quit 
the tranquillity of the country-life; nor 
ever once to think of experiencing the 
■flattering miferies of a court. 

Thele miferies did he feel in the ut- 
tnoft (evenly, after the death of his kind 
matter Cha-Abbas, who was fucceeded 
by his fon Cha-Sephi. A cabal of 
courtiers, full of envy and artifice, con¬ 
certed meafures to prejudice the prince 
againft Alibez. * He has abufed,’ laid 
they, 4 the confidence of the lnte king: 
4 he has amafled immenfe treafures; and 

* has converted to his own ule the moft 
4 valuable jewels of the crown, which 
4 were committed to his care.' 

Cha-Sephi was young; and,at the fame 
time, he was a monarch: either of which 
circumftances was alone fufficient to 
render him credulous, inadvertent, and 
averfe tobufmefs. He had the vanity to 
pride himfelf upon reforming all his fa¬ 
thers regulations; and he called the old 
king's witdom in queftiori upon all oc- 
<afions, to magnify his own. That he 
might have a pretext to remove Alibez 
from his high poft, he ordered him, by 
the advice of his wicked counfellors, to 
produce immediately the great feymetar, 
4hidded with diamonds of an ineltima- 
b!e value, which the king, his grandfa¬ 
ther, ufed in comb.ts. Cha Abbas, it 
feems, had formerly taken all the valua¬ 
ble diamonds off from this feymetar; and 
•Alibez proved, by unqueftionable writ- 
nefles, that the ttones had been difpofed 
of by the late king, before he was ap¬ 
pointed keeper of the jeweis. 

When the enemies of Alibez found 


that they could not ruin him by this pre¬ 
tence, they advifed Cha-Sephi to com¬ 
mand him to make a particular inven¬ 
tory, within fifteen days, of ail the jew¬ 
els and valuable furniture eutrufted to his 
care. The fifteen days expired, Cha- 
Sephi demanded he might view all the 
particulars fpecified in the inventory. 
Alibez At open all the doors, and {hew¬ 
ed him every thing computed to his 
keeping: there was nothing wanting; 
every thing was ranged in exatt order, 
and preferred with great care. The king 
was again difappointed, and greatly fur- 
prized, when he faw the regularity ob¬ 
served in the difpofition of all his trea¬ 
fures: fo that he began to entertain a * 
favourable opinion of Alibez; when catt¬ 
ing his eye through a long gallery, full 
of rich furniture, he difeovered, at the 
end of it, an iron door, ftrongly barred 
with three great locks. Thereupon, the 
invidious courtiers, obferving the curi- 
ofity of the king, whifpered to him, 4 It 
4 is there Alibez has treafured up all th$ 

* riches of which he has defrauded you,"* 

Hereupon the kingagain grew jealous 

of Alibez, and with a loud voice cried 
out in a rage, 4 I will inftantly fee what 

* lies concealed within that ftrong place; 

* take off the locks, and clear yourfelf 
4 from my fufpicions without delay.* 
At thefe words, Alibez threw himfelf 
prottrate at the feet of his prince, con¬ 
juring him in the moft folemn manner 
not to'take from him the only valuable 
treafure he had upon earth. 4 It is not 
4 equitable,’ faidhe, 4 that I (hould be 
4 at once deprived of my whole fub- 
4 ftance, my foie refource, on which 
4 alone I have depended, as my reCcm- 
4 pence for the fervices of many years 
4 under the king your father. Take 
4 every thing elfe, if you pleafe, from 
4 me, but let me preferve what I have 
4 treafured here.’ The king now made 
no doubt of the iniquity of his minifter; 
and, railing his voice with greater vehe¬ 
mence, gave an abfolute command to 
have the iron door fet open. When Ali¬ 
bez faw it w as not fafe longer to refill 
the will of his prince, he produced the 
ke> s, and took off the locks himfelf from 
the door. 

The king immediately entered the 
ftrong place; and al. the wraith he found 
there, was a (heep-hook, a pi; e, and a 
ftiepherd’shabit which Alibez had worn; 
all which he often took a pleat re in vi- 
fiting privately, to remind him of hrs 

former 
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former condition. * Behold,' faid lie, 

• groat king, the precious remains of my 

• former happi nets! neiter fortune, nor 

* your power, have as yet been able to 
4 deprive me of them. Behold my trea- 

• fure, the wealth I have hoarded againti 

• the day when it lhall pleaje \ou to 

• make me poor again! Take f rom me 

* every thing ell'e, but let me enjoy thefe 

* dear pledges of my firlt date of life. 

• Behold my fubftantial riches, which 

• will never fail! Look upon thefe fim- 

• pie, thefe innocent pofleflions; always 

* 1’ufHcient for thofe who do not covet 

• the fupeiiluities of life. Freedom, 

? eafe, and fecurity, are the bleflings that 
4 flow from them: to me, their value is 

• ineflimahle, as they never gave me a 
4 moment’s anxiety. O emtaaiing re- 

* membrances of true felicity! on you 

• are my whole defires fixed; to you I 

* dedicate the remainder of my days! 

* Why was it iny deftiny, to be obliged 

* to give up the quiet of my life in ex- 

* change for other riches? Thofe riches, 

* great monarch, do I reftore to you; 

* the fatal tokens of your father’s libe- 

• rality. I carry nothing away, fave 

* what I pofleffed when the king your 

CHAUBERT, THE 

MONGST the varitty of human 
events which come under the ob- 
lervation of every man of common ex¬ 
perience in life, many inftances mult oc¬ 
cur to his memory of the falfe opinions 
he has formed of good and evil fortune. 
Things, which we lament as the mofl 
unhappy occurrences and the fevereft dif- 
penfations of Providence, frequently turn 
out to have been vouchfafements of a con¬ 
trary fort; while our profperity and fuc- 
ct Is, which for a lime delight and dazzle 
us with gleams of pleafureand vilionsof 
ambition, turn againlt us in the end of 
Iife,and fowthebedof death with thorns, 
that goad us in thofe awful moments 
when the vanities of this woild lofe their 
value, and the mind of man, being on 
it’s lait depa; tore, takes a melancholy re¬ 
view of time mifpent and bleflings mif- 
applied. 

Though it is part of every good man’s 
religion to reflgn himfelf to God’s will, 
yet a few reflexions upon the worldly 
wildom of that duty, will be of nfe to 
every one who falls under the immediate 
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* father firft made me wretched by hxs 
‘ favours.’ 

The heart cf the king was touched 
with the fppech of Alibez, whofe look 9 
and words were free from confufion; anti 
his integrity and innocence fhone out in 
their fud luftre. The king perceived, 
with indignation, the malice of the cour¬ 
iers, who had ftudied the ruin of Ali¬ 
bez; and he banilhed them all from his 
prelence. After this, he raifed Alibez 
to be his prime vizier, and committed 
the whole affairs of the kingdom to his 
care. Neverthelefs, Alibez continued 
ft ill to vilit his fheep-hook, his pipe, and 
his ancient garb; and he ftill kept them 
under the fecurity of the iron door, with 
a relolution to letire to his paftoral life, 
when the inconftancy or the artifices of 
a court ftu,uld deprive him of his ma¬ 
iler’s favour. He lived to a good old 
age; and never attempted to inflift any 
punifliment upon his enemies, nor to 
am aft riches to himfelf*. and, when he 
died, he left to his family no greater 
wealth than was fufficient to enable 
them to live at eafe in the condition of 
fhepherds; which, to the laft, he efteemed 
the meft defirable Hate of life. 


MISANTHROPIST. * 

preflure of what is termed misfortune in 
life. By calling to mind the falfe efti- 
mates we have frequently made of world¬ 
ly good and evil, we lhall get Hope on 
our fide, which, though all friends elfe 
Ihculd fail us, will be a chearful com¬ 
panion by the way. By a patient ac- 
quiefetnee under painful events for the 
prefent, we lhall be fure to contracl a 
tranquillity of temper, that will Hand us 
in future Head; and, by keeping a fair 
face to the world, we lhall, by degrees, 
make an eafy heart, and find innumera¬ 
ble refources of cnnfolation which a fret¬ 
ful Ipirit never can difeover. 

* i wonder why I was l'o uneafy un- 
* der my late loft of fortune,’ faid a very 
worthy gentleman to me the other day, 
4 feeing it was not occafioned by my own 
4 mifeonduft; for the health and content 
4 I now enjoy, in the humble (lotion I 
4 have retired to, are the greateft blef- 
4 fing9 of my life$ and I am dfvoutly 
‘ thankful for the event which I deptor- 
4 ed.’ How often do we hear young 1 
unmarried people exclaim— 4 What an 

* efcape 
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* efcapeh'ave'J had from fuch a man, or 
‘ fuch a woman!' And yet, perhaps, 
they had not wifdom enough to luppole 
this might turn out to be the cale at the 
time it happened; but complained, la¬ 
mented, ana reviled, as it they were dif¬ 
fering pej iecution Iron! a cruel and ty- 
ranmck Being, who takes pies Cure in 
tormenting his unoffending creatures. 

An extraordinary example occurs to 
me of this criminal excefs of feniibility, 
in the perfon of* a Frenchman, named 
Chaubert, who happily lived long enough 
to repent of the extravagance of his mi- 
1 anthropy. Chaubert was born at Bour- 
deaux, and died there not many years 
ago, in the Francifcan convent. I was 
in that city foon after this event, and my 
cuiiofity led me to collect feveral parti¬ 
culars relative to this extraordinary hu- 
motirift. He inherited a good fortune 
from his parents; and, in his youth, was 
of a benevolent difpofition, fuhje£l, how¬ 
ever, to ludden caprices and extremes of 
loye and hatred. Various caules are 
alfigned for his milanthropy; but the 
principal difgult, which turned him fu¬ 
rious again!! mankind, feems to have 
arifen from the treachery of a friend, who 
ran away with his miitrels, jult when 
Chaubert was on the point of marrying 
her. The ingratitude of this man was 
certainly of a very black^nature, and the 
provocation heinous; for Chaubert,whole 
paiBons were always in extremes, had 
given a thou land initances of romantick 
generofity to this unworthy friend, and 
repofed an entire confidence in him in the 
matter of his miitrels: he had even faved 
him from drowning one dayat the immi¬ 
nent rifque of his life, by leaping out of 
his own boat into i he Garonne, and fwim- 
ming to theafliftance of his, when it was 
finking in the middle of the ftreatn. His 
pallion for his miltrefs was no lefs vehe¬ 
ment; fo that his disappointment had 
every aggravation pofiible; and, operat¬ 
ing upon a nature more than commonly 
fufceptible, reverfed every principle of 
humanity in the heart of Chaubert, and 
made him,for the greateft part of his life, 
the declared enemy of human nature. 

After many years paffed in foreign 
parts, he was accidentally brought to his 
better fenfes, by difcovering,that through 
thel’e events, which he had fo deeply re¬ 
lented , he had providentially efcaped from 
miferies of the mglt fatal nature: thereup¬ 
on he returned to his own country; and* 
entering into the order of Francifcans, 
employed the remainder of his life in 


atoning for hispaft errors, after the mod 
exemplary manner. On all occaficns of 
‘ diltrds, Father Chaubert’s zeal pi elentcd 
itfelf to the relief and comfort of the un¬ 
fortunate; and fomet.mes he would en¬ 
force his admonitions of resignation by 
the lively picture he would draw of his 
own extravagances. ' In extiaordinary 
cales, he has been known to give liis 
communicants a tranicript or diary, in 
his own hand-writing, of certain pafiagtes 
of his life, in which he had minuted his 
thoughts at the time they occurred, and 
which he kept by him for fuch extraor¬ 
dinary purpoies. This paper was put 
into my hands by a gentleman w|io had 
received much benefit from this good 
man’s converfation and inftru&ion: £ 
had his leave for tranl'cribing it, or pub- 
lilhing ir, if I thought fit; this I fhall 
now avail myfelf of, as I think it is a 
very curious journal. ' 

r chaukert’s diart. 

A/fY fon, whoever thou art, profit by 
1 the words of experience; and let the 
example of Chaubert, who was a bead 
without reafon, and is become a man b Y 
repentance, teach thee wildom in ^ver- 
lity, and inlpire thy heart with fenti- 
ments of relignation to the will of the 
Almighty! 

When the treachery of the people, 
which I ought to haveddpiled, had turn¬ 
ed my heart to marble, and my blood to 
gall, I was determined upon leaving 
Fi ance, and :eekingout for lomc of thole 
countries from whole famithed inhabi¬ 
tants nature witholds her bounty, and 
where men groan ii^flaveiy and furrow. 
As I palled through the frontiers of Spain, 
and law the peaiimts dancing in a ring 
to the pipe,orcaroufing at their vintages, 
indignation luiote my heart,and I wifiled 
that Heaven would dalh their cups with 
poifon, or blaft thefunfhine of their joys 
with hail and tempelt. 

I travelled the delightful province of 
Biicay, without red to the loles' of my 
feet, or lleep to the temples of my head. 
Nature was bcfoie my eyes, die fled in her 
gayeit attire. * Thou mother of fools!* 
I exclaimed, * why doft thou trick thy- 

* lelf out fo daintily, for knaves and har- 

* lots to make a property of thee? The 

* children of thy womb are vipers in thy 

* bofom, and will Iting thee mortally, 

* when thou haft given them their fill at 

* thy improvident breafts.’ The birds 
chaunted in the groves, the fruit-trees 

r - gkftened 
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gliftened on the mountain (ides, the wa¬ 
ter falls made mufick for the echoes, and 
roan went Tinging to his labour. 4 Give 
4 me,’ feid I, * the clank of fetters, and 
4 the yell of gal.ev-Haves under the 
4 laflies of the whin!’ and, inthebitter- 
nefs of my heart, I curfed the earth, as 
I trod over it’s prolifick furface. 

I entered tire ancient kingdom of Caf- 
|»le, and the profpeft was a recreation to 
my forrcw-vexed foul. I (aw the lands 
lie wafte and fallow; the vines trailed on 
the ground, and byried their fruitage in 
the furrows; the hand of man was idle, 
and nature flept,as in the cradle of crea¬ 
tion; the villages were thinly fcattered, 
and ruin fate upon the unroofed (beds, 
where lazy pride lay ftretc hed upon it's 
liraw, in beggary and vermin. , 4 Ah! 
4 this is fomething,’ I crie 1 out; * this 
4 fcene is fit for man, and I’ll enjoy it.’ 
I faw a yellow, half ftarved form, cloak¬ 
ed to the heels in rags, his broad-brim¬ 
med beaver on his head, through which 
his ftaring locks crept out in fqualid 
Ihreds, that fell like fnakes upon the 
Ihoulders of a fiend. 4 Such ever be the 
4 fate of human nature! I’ll aggravate 
4 his mifery by the infult of charity. 
4 Heark’e,Caftilian!' I exclaimed, 4 take 
4 this plfette; it is coin, it is fdverfrom 
4 the mint of Mexico; a Spaniard dug it 
4 from the mine, a Frenchman gives it 
4 you; put by your pride, and to.ch i'l’ 
—« Curd he your nation!’ tlie Caftilian 
replied; * I'll ftarve-before. I’ll take it 
4 from your, hands.’—‘ Starve, then:’ I 
anfwered, and pafled on. ( 

I climbed a barren mountain; the 
wolves howled in the defart, and vultures 
fcreamed in flocks, /or prey. I looked, 
and beheld a gloomy manfion underneath 
my feet, vaft as the pride of it's founder, 
gloomy and difconfolate as his foul: it 
was theEfcurial. ‘ Here, then, thety- 
4 rant reigns,’ faid I; * here let him 
4 reign; hard as thefe rocks his throne; 
4 wafte as thefe defarts be his dominion!’ 
A meagre creature pafled me: famine 
flared in his eye; he caft a look about 
him, and fprung upon a kid that was 
browfing in the defart; he fmote it dead 
with his ftaff, and haftily thruft it into 
his wallet. * Ah, facriiegious villain!’ 
cried a brawny fellow; and, leaning on 
him from behind^ rock, feized tne hun- 
ry wretch in the aft: he dropped upon 
is knees, and begged fortnercy. 4 Mer- 
4 cy! * cried he that feized him: ‘do you 
4 purloin the property of the church, and 
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* a(k for mercy? Take it.’ So faying, 
he beat him to the earth with a blow, as 
he was kneeling at his feet, and then 
dragged him towards the Convent of St. 
Laurence. I could have bugged the 
mifcreant for the deed. 

I held my journey through the defart, 
and defolation followed me to the very 
ftreets of Madrid. The fathers of the In- 
quifition came forth from the cells of 
tortuie; the crofs was elevated before 
them; and a trembling wretch, in a laf- 
fron-coloured veil painted with flames 
of fiie, was dragged to execution in an 
open fquare: they kindled a fire about 
him, and fang praifes to God while the, 
flames deliberately confuted their hu¬ 
man viftim. He was a Jew who fuf- 
fered, they were Chriftians who torment¬ 
ed. 4 See what the religion of God is,’ 
(aid I to myfelf, 4 in the hands of man!’ 

From the gates of Madrid l bent my 
eourle towards the port of Lilbon. As 
I traverfed the wildernels ofEftremadura, 
a robber took his aim at me from behind 
a cork-tree, and the ball grazed my hat 
upon my head. 4 You have milled your 
4 aim,* I cried, 4 and have loft the rae- 
4 rit of deftroying a man.’-— 4 Give me 
4 your purle,' faid the robber. 4 Take 
4 it,’ I replied, 4 and buy with it a 
4 friend: may it ferve you as it has ferv- 
4 ed me!’ 

I found the city of Lilbon in ruins; her 
foundations fmoaked upon the ground; 
the dying and the dead lay in heaps; ter¬ 
ror fate in every vifage; and mankind was 
vifited with the plagues of the Almighty, 
famine, fire, and earthquake. ‘ Have 
4 they not the Inquifition in this coun- 
4 try?’ I alked. I was anfwered, they 
had. 4 And do they make all this out- 

• cry about an earthquake?’ faid I, with¬ 
in myfelf. 4 Let them give God thanks, 

4 and be quiet.’ 

Prefently there came (hips from Eng¬ 
land, loaded with all manner of goods 
for the relief of the inhabitants; the peo¬ 
ple took the bounty, were preferved, then 
turned and curfed their prefervers for he- 
reticks. 4 This is as it (hould be,* faid 
1: 4 thefe men aft up to their nature, and 
4 the Englilh are a nation of fools; I will 
‘ not go amongft them.' Afteralhort 
time, behold a new city was riling on the 
ruins of the old one! Th^ people took 
the builders tools, which the Englilh had 
fent them, and made themfelves houfes. 

I overheard a fellow, at his work, fay to 
his companion— 4 Befort the earthquake, 

4 J matte 


Digitized by t^ooQle 


I 


CHAtfBERT.. 


99 


C T made my bed m tlie ftreets; now I 

* (hall hare ahoufetq live in.’—* This 
is too much,’ faul I; * their misfor- 

4 tunes make this .people'iiappy, and I 
4 Svill ft ay no longer in their country/ 
I defcended to the banks of the Tagus j 
there was a (hip whofe canvas was loofed 
for failing. * She is an Englifh (hip/, 
lays a Galliego porter j * they are brave 

* feamen, but damned tyrants on the 
4 quarter-deck.’—■* They pay well for, 

4 what they have,’ fays a boatman, * and 
4 I am going on .board her with a cargo 
4 of lemons/ I threw myfelf into the 
wherry, and entered the (hip. The ma¬ 
riners were occupied with their work, and 
nobody queftioned me why I was amongft 
them. The tide wafted us into the ocean, 
and* the night became tempeftuous, the 
reflel laboured in tjie fea, and the morn¬ 
ing brought us no refpite to our toil. 

V Whither are you bound?’ fajd I to the 
matter. 4 To bell/ faid he, 4 for no r 
4 thing but the devil ever drove at Arch 
4 a rate/ The fellow’s voice was thun¬ 
der; the failors lung in the ftorm, and 
the matter’s oaths were louder than the 
waves: the third day was a dead calm, 
and he fwore louder than ever. 4 If the 

4 winds were of this man's making,’ 
thought I, 4 he would not be content 
4 with them/ A favourable breeze 
fprung up, as if it had come at his call¬ 
ing. 4 I thought it was coming,’ faid 
he; 4 put her before the wind, it blows 
4 fair lor our port.’— 4 But where is your , 

4 port?* again Ialkedhim. 4 Sir/fays 
he, * Jean nowanfweryburqueftion as 
4 I (hpuld do: with God's leave, I am 
4 bound to Bourdeaux; every thing at 
1 fea goes as it pleafes God/ My heart , 
funk at the name of my native city. 4 I 
4 was freighter},’ added he, 4 from ton- , 

4 don with a cargo of goods of all forts, 

4 for the poor fufferers by the earth- 
4 quake; I (hall load back with wine for 
4 my owners, and fo help out a chari- 
4 table voyage with fome little profit, if 
4 it pleafeGod to blefsour endeavours/ 
<r- 4 Heydey!* thought I, 4 how fair 
4 vVe^ther changes this fellow's note!’— 

4 Lewis,’ faid he to a handfome youth 
who ftood at his elbow, 4 we will now 
4 feek out this Monfieur Chaubert, at 
4 J&ourdeaux, and get‘payment of his 
4 bills on your account.’— 4 Shew me 
x your bills,’ faid I, 4 for I am Chau* 

4 bert/ He produced them, and I law 
my own name forged to b&Iis in favour 
of the villain vvho had (b treacherouiiy 
dealt with me in the affair of the woman 
VOL. II, ' - 


who was to have-been ray wife. 4 Wheie 
4 is the wretch/ faid I, 4 who drew thefe 
4 forgeries?’ The youth burft into tears. 
4 He is my father/ he replied, and turn¬ 
ed away. 4 Sir,’ fays the mailer, 4 I 
4 am not furprized to find this fellow a 
4 villain, for I was once a trader in af* 
4 fluence, and have been ruined by his 
4 ‘means, and reduced to whaj you (ee 
4 me: but I forgive vyhat he has done to 
4 me j I can earn a maintenance, and am 
4 as happy in my prelent hard employ, 
4 nay happier, than when I was rich and 
4 idle; but to defraud his own fon,proves 
4 him an unnatural rafeal; and, if I had 
4 him here, I would hang him at the 
4 mizen-yard/ 

When the Engli(h mariner faid he 
forgave the villain who had ruined him, 

I defpifed him in my heart for his folly; 
but when he declared he was happier in 
his prefent condition than in his former 
prolperity, I began lo dagger in my opi¬ 
nion, and thought within myfelf there 
was wifdpm in what he faid. I looked 
him fteadily in the face, and faw content 
of mind impreffed upon his features; I 
turned my eyes inward on my heart, and 
faw it rent with indignation, anguifli, 
and revenge. 4 There is fome profit in 
4 refignation,’ faid I within myfelf; and 
looking at theyouth, who had riow again 
turned towards us, I recognized the fea¬ 
tures of her whom I had once lb fondly 
idolized. 4 Tell me,’ faid I, 4 if that 
4 youth be not the fon ofniyoncebeloveJ 
4 Marianne?’ defcribing her name' and 
perfon. I was right in my conje&urc; 
my blood boiled with vengeance, and in 
the bitternefs of my heart I exclaimed— 

4 Accurled villain as he was, who rob* 

4 bed me of life's only blefling! for his 
4 fake I renounce and hate mankind. 

4 You may indeed forgive him, for he 
4 only defrauded you of your fortune; 

4 towards me his treachery is unpafdon- 
4 able, for he feduced the affe&ions of 
4 the woman on whom my heart was fix- 
4 ed: but for that villain,- I had bceh , 

4 married to Marianne/—* Had you 
4 fo?’ interpofed the Englilh mariner; 

4 then you have great reafon to thank 
4 God for your efcape; for a wretch more 
4 infamous than the toother of that un- 
4 happy youth, never wore a human 
4 (hape; but let her fins die with her, (lie 
4 is gone to her account, anthe hap- 
4 pieft moment of your life was that in 
4 which he took her off your hands: if 
4 you will turn into my cabin, I will telt * 

* you her hiftory/ As he lpoke thele 
N words. 
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words, convi&ion flafhed in my face's I 
was alhamed to look up, for conference 
had awakened within me, and repent¬ 
ance began to foften and fnMue my 
heait. I followed him to his caHinj and, 
as hedifeourfed to me of my deliverance^ 
the blood that had been frozen at my. 
Heart, began to melt and flow within my 
ve ns. I paffed the right in prayer and* 
interceflioif. 4 I will return to my na- 
« tive country,’ faiJ I, * and dedicate 

• fny future days to the lervice of God, 

4 and his creature, man. Shall this ma- 
4 riner, who, in the very jaws of death, 

4 blafphemcs his Creator, and outfwears. 
4 the florm in which he is linking, have 

• the merit of forgivenefs and refignation 

• under real injuries, when l am mur- 
4 muting and reviling in the initift of 

• bleflings? Man walkcth in a vain 
4 fhadowj he difeomforteth himlelffor 

• noughtj the ways of Providence are 

• fecret and unfeen, and who can find 

• them, out?* 

In the mornidg I called for the fon of 
Marianne; and, difeourfmg with him 
apart, I found him motleii, humble, and 
refigned. He had no friend on earth but 
the £nglifliman,and to him he owed the 
benefits of a liberal education: he had 
been trained in one of the publick femi- 
naries ii) England, where their youth get 
the rudiments of learning from their ma¬ 
ilers, and the principles of honour, cou¬ 
rage, friendfhip,and magnanimity, from 
their playmates. I bade him he of good 
courage, for that I would be a father to 
him. He replied, that he had already 
founda father in the Englifhman, and he 
did not doubt but he could earn a living 
in the occupation of his benefa£lor,whom 
he was determined never to defert, and 
for whom his heart muft ever entertain 
the gratitude and duty of a fon. 4 Oh, 

• Sir,* faid he, 4 that man muft have an 

• heroick foul j the injuries he has receiv- 

• ed from my parents can only be equal- 

• led by the bounties he has beftowed on 
4 me; and I truftyou will nof think the 

• worfe of me, if I determine to abide 
c by his fortune, and to dedicate my life 

• and fervices to that country where I 
4 have found fo generous a prote&or.' 
The long-repreflTed emotions of huma¬ 
nity now burlt fo violently upon me, that 
they choaked my fpeech} and I could 
only clafp the gallant .boy in my arms, 
and (bower my tears upon his neck. 

The (hip had now entered the mouth 
the Garocnej and, after fome time. 


we found ourfelves in the magnificent, 
port of Bourdeaux. I landed with th& 
mafter of the veflfel, while young Lewis 
remained on board, in charge of his be- 
nb favor's papers and eflfe£h. The firft 
obje& that met our view was a gibbet 
ere&ed on the quay, before the door of 
a, merchant's compting-houfe,' and the 
executioners of juftice were in the aft of 
Jifmifling a wretched being from life, 
whofe crimes had made him no longer 
worthy to remain in it: he had robbed 
the merchant before whofe door he was 
about to fuffer. * My God!' ^exclaim-, 
ed the Engliftiman, * it is the father of 
4 young Lewis!' At that word we both 
fprang forward to the fcaffold; and, as 
we advanced, the malefa&or’s eyes en¬ 
countered ours. 4 Oh, Chaubert! Chau- 
bert!' he exclaimed} 4 I pray you let me 

* fpeak to you before I die.' My tremb* 
ling limbs fcarce ferved to mount the 
fcaffold. * Father,' (ays he to a Car¬ 
melite friar with whom he had been in 
prayer, * I have yet on$ confefliori to 

* make to you in the hearing of this in- 
4 jured friend: I have abufed the confi- 
‘ dencc of . the moft generous of men; 

* nay, more, I have attempted his life by 
4 poifon; and the woman, whofe affec- 
4 tions I feduced, was my accomplice in 

* the attempt. You may remember, 

* Sir,' continued he, 4 the very day be- 
4 fore you difeovered our criminal inter- 
4 courfe, as you was fitting at your meal, 

* with Marianne and me, in the gaiety 

* of your heart, that woman gave you a 

* large glafs of wine, to drink to your 

* approaching nuptials} your favourite 

* fpaniel leaped upon your arm as you 

* was lifting the f cup to your lips, and 
c da(hed it on the floor. You may re- 

* member, Chaubert, that in a fqdden 

* rage of paflion, which you was ever 
4 prone to, you violently ftruck the crea- 
4 ture in a vital part, ana laid it dead upon 

* the fpot : it was the laving moment of 
4 your life; the cup was poifoned j a flow, 

* but painful death, had been your fate; 

* and, in that animal, you fmote your 
4 guardian angel. The next day we re- 
4 peated the attempt, but you was a (e- 
4 cond time preserved by a timely dilcQ- 
4 very of our criminality. Be thankful 

* to God's providence, fubdue your paf- 

* (ions, ana pra6li(e refignation. I die 
4 repentant: if it be poflible, forgive 
4 me, as you yourfelf have need to be 

* forgiven!’ 

THE 
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BY MR. FISHER. 


O P all the misfortunes incident to 
human nature, not One, perhaps, 
can be found fo myfterious in it's rile 
■and progrefs, and fo ferious in it's con- 
-fetpiences, as that which is ufually call¬ 
ed being crofted in love. It not only at¬ 
tacks the heart in it's molt refined feel¬ 
ings, but extends it's gloomy influence 
to the intellects, in fo ftrong a degi efe as 
to occaGon a temporary phrenzy, nearly 
bordering on infanity, and which, if not 
checked and foothed by the timely aid of 
reafon, is loo apt to end in that molt de¬ 
plorable of calamities. Thofe who ne¬ 
ver felt the ftrong, ttye impetuous, and 
I will call them the exquilite, anxieties 
which are infeparable from that tender 
paffion, and conftitute it’s very eflence, 
w|ll treat this fentiment as the mere-chi- 
tmera of Fancy, and the airy child orDe- 
lufion: fuch perfons will clafs the herb 
of the following tale with romantick mad r 
men, nor will the writer of it be exempt 
from his {hare of the miftaken ridicule5 
but the gentle fympathy of candid minds 
will more than indemnify him for the 
imputation of folly, and vindicate thofe 
emotions-which have been too forcibly 
realized in truly fentimental breafts. 

Baron Hargrove was defcended from 
an ancient family of that name and title 
in the county of Norfolk; and it was his 
fate to live in an.age when ignorance, 
and, fill! more, fuperftition, left very lit¬ 
tle fcope for the exertion of genius, or 
even for the free ufe pf reafon. He was, 
however, endowed with every accom- 
pfifhment which nature could beftow; 
Imd thefe were improved by the early ex¬ 
ertions of anafpiring mind and vigorous 
conftitution. He excelled every rival in 
the manly feats of chivalry, was ever 
moft diftinguifhed in the labours of-the 
chace, for fo they might then well be 
called $ and, though not yet in his nine¬ 
teenth year,his youthful brow was adorn¬ 
ed with martial laurels, which made Vmi 
at once the envy and admiration of the 
moft experienced captains and warriors. 
He was proceeding with eager ftfides in 
this arduous career of toils and perils, 
When Love, that lord of reafon, and ty¬ 
rant of the heart, gave a hidden turn to 


his purfuits, and difeovered an object (till 
more attractive than that of fame, to be 
the very foul and centre of his ambition* 

It was no fmall triumph for the fair 
daughter of EarJ Charlemont to capti¬ 
vate a man who was fighed for in feerdt 
by almoft every lady who had beheld him; 
and {he was, perhaps, the only one of 
her capricious fex who would for a mo¬ 
ment have proved infenftble to his love. 
With all that timid jrefpeCl and venera¬ 
tion which is the allured teft of fincerity, 
he breathed out his tender regartis to the 
dear objeCt of his affect ion: the moft coft- 
ly. prefe. $ were added to the gentle voice 
of perfuafion; and nothing was negleCt- 
ed which could pofhbly tend to prove the 
ardour of his own paffion, orawaken that 
genial fpark which he fondly hoped might 
lie dormant in the bofom of his mifhefs. 

Finding himfelr deceived in this pleaf- 
ing expectation, and being one day dif- 
mifled with a referye which difappoint- 
ment mifcooftrued into difdain, he took 
a hafty .refolution to hide thofe forrows 
in a defart, which the malicious eye of 
jnfulting pity might only render more 
infupportable, fhould he continue to mix 
in the falhionUble circles. Had he lived 
in our wife days of heroick refinement* 
he would doubtlefs have ended the tra¬ 
gedy with more eclat; that is, he would 
have died like a gentleman, either by the 
fword, or (fince unfortunately piftols 
were not then invented) by the more in* 
lorious aid of a cord; efpecially as the 
nal date of his imfuccefsfut Courtfhip 
happened to be in November: but his 
mind not being fufticiently enlightened 
by philofophy to know* that fuicide was 
not a crime, it purfued fuggeftions of a 
lefs violent tendency, and Solitude be¬ 
came the only witnefsof it’s penfive ef- 
fufipns. Theplaceof his retreat, thought 
not far removed from his paternal inhc* 
ritance, was fo judicioufly chofen, and 
well calculated for the purpofes of con¬ 
cealment,; that had not mere accident 
,driven him from it, he might have eafily 
indulged the refolution he had formed 
of remaining there till death fhould re* 
leafe him from his folitary mifery. 
Affliction is faid to be the parent of 
Ns Devotion; 
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Devotion; and it is well known to what miles on their journey, which lay through 
feats of extravagance that may lead the bye-ways,and almolt impenetrable thicks 
jnoft rational beings, when cherifhed to ets, when the dogs, who made part of the 
excefs, and unreftrained by the power of convoy* flopped on a ludden before a 
reafon. In lefs than a week after his re- wood, which rofe in a gradual afeent 
tirement, the gay and' amorous young from the foot of a fteep mountain, and 
baron had undergone the,moft effe&ual by their eager emotions convinced the 
metamorphofe in drefs as well as difpo- travellers that fome wild beaft was con- 
fition: his ftioes were cut into the form cealed behind the bushes. They there¬ 
of fandals, his hat was twilled into that fore approached the place with caution $ 
of a cowl, bull-rallies plaited together and having difeoveredthe fuppofed mon- 
formed a tolerable girdle, and a tough fter in his den, whijeh was in reality no 
hazel twig efFe&ually fupplied the want other than Hargrove in his cave, an ar-' 
of difcipline. In a word, his food, his row was duelled to the fpot *vhere it lay 
drink, and every thing about him, did concealed. The arrow had beerfloweH 
not lei's agree with the life of a hermit, ihot, as to glance on the bridge of hia' 
than the glooininefs of his abode, which nofe, and the blood which flowed plen- 
was fituated at the foot of a rock; and tifully from the wound was no inconfi- 
he who a few days before was ftghing derable addition to the oddity and terror 
out his foul at the feet of a miftrefs, and of his/appearance. The pilgrims hav- 
who confidered her fmiles or frowns as ing with infinite difficulty made their 
the criterions of his fate, was now era- way to his cell, were lb far from recol - 
ployed in repeating vows of eternal and leCting the features of their old friend, in 
inviolable chaftity. his prefent condition, that they-could 

Eleonora, who in reality was far from hardly be fatisfied that he was a human 
being, as he fuppofed, infenfible to his being, and attributed his Teeming anger 
love, and who had only praCtifed the am to the pain occafioned by the wound he 
of her fex with the ufual views of pro-, had received: they therefore began by 
longing her triumph and-enhancing the apologizing for the involuntary injury, 
price of her charms, was now not lefs while he gazed on them alternately with"" 
mortified than furprized at his fudden looks of filent furprize and indignation, 
difappearance: though fhehad feemingly But when they proceeded tajexplain the 
admitted a rival with marks of encourage- nature and object of their journey, ima- 
ment, Hargrovs had in every refpeCt the gining they had by fome means been in- 
preference in her heart; and to him her formal of his abode, and doubting not 
hand would doubtlefs have been yield- that they meant only to fport with his 
ed, had he waited with patience for the griefs, and infult-qis misfortunes, he 
happy moment of compliance. How- flew into the moft -violent paroxilm of 
ever , after a few weeks of fufpenfe and fage, exprefled- in terms as well fuited to 
regret, Eleonora, finding that he did not the temper of his mind as inconfiftent 
return, aCled her part with much feem- with the garb and character he had af- x 
ing indifference and relolution, and even fumed. His gefture and aCtions, indeed, 
went fo far as to, marry a perfon who Ihe were fuch as threatened the raoft defpe- 
knew had very few pretenfions to his rate confequences to the new-married 
merit and virtues. ' couple, who made a precipitate retreat; 

It was a tommon practice with thofe unable otherwife to account for fo rude 
who were unfuccefsful in their facrifices a reception from the man of God, than 
to Hymen, to apply to fome holy father , by concluding him poffefled by the fpirit 
by whofe interceffion they might obtain of the devil. Hargrove was obliged to 
that blefling from Heaven which can quit his retirement m coniequence of this 
alone render conjugal felicity compleat. unexpected vifit, and went in queft of an- 
Eleonora was too impatient for maternal other retreat in a different part of the 
honours to fuffer many unfuccefsful kingdom; being obliged by the vows he 
months to efcape, without having re- had made to lead the life of a bej-mjt for 
courfe to the ulual inode of redrefs. the remainder of his days* Hisreligong 
With this view flie fet out, in company fervor was, however, confiderably abat* 
with her hufl>and,on a pious vifit to a re- ed; and he refolved in his own mind to 
verend friar, who was celebrated fordtav- referve a confideraWe portion of his pro- 
ing relieved nurrtbers on fimilar occa- perty for his own private ufe; and not* 
Hoofe They had not proceeded many like fome of the brotherhood, to truft en- 
' . v • tirdy 
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tirely to Providence-for a precarious and 
njiierable proviiion. Purfuing his way 
to the north, he atlaft took up his abode 
in the vicinity of Durham, in a place not 
lefs romaritick, but infinitely more com¬ 
fortable, than that which he had quitted. 
In dead of digging out a lubterraneous 
-dwelling in the damp cavity of a rock, 
lie wifely purcbafed a fnug cottage, which 
had qo other claim to the title of an her¬ 
mitage than what it derived from it's fi- 
tuation, being built in the centreof a large 
wood, and remote from every other dwel¬ 
ling: and, as leading a good life, or, in 
other words, good living, ought to be a 
primary object with all votaries of reli¬ 
gion, in his houftiold afiortment particu¬ 
lar attention was paid to culinary uten- 
Jj Is- infomuch that his chapel might now 
be faid to be fumilhed for ornament, and 
his kitchen for ufe. He had too frequent¬ 
ly found the inconvenience of what the 
French call les .repos de St,. Antoine, to 
think of being confined to them in fu¬ 
ture; and, in order to facilitate prepara¬ 
tions of a different fort, every article for 
cookery was molt amply'provided. He ftill 
preferved the outward garb of a hermit, 
as effential to the character, but he took 
care to have it lined with fuch a Ihirt as 
an archbifhop might not difdain to wear; 
and though, according to rule, a fpring 
of pure water ran through his garden, he 
fetdom had recourfetc it’s dreamt, a large 
barrel of 06 tober rendering fuch vifits 
perfectly unneceffary. Yet all thefe at¬ 
tentions to external eafe and comfort 
failed to heal the diftemper of his mind, 
or remove the fond caufe of his care and 
folicitude. In commencing the life of 
a hermit, he ceafed not to be a lover; and 
•the i^lea of the infull he had received from 
a woman to whom he had facrificed every 
affection of his foul, left him few mo¬ 
ments for any fpecies of enjoyment. At 
times, indeed, pride would lo far get the 
better of hisr love, as to make him exe¬ 
crate her memory; but thefe intervals 
were of fhort duration, and they were 
ufually fucceeded by the moll bitter mo¬ 
ments of unavailing anguifh and regret. 

* Alas!’ would he exclaim, as he wan¬ 
dered through thefolitary environs of his 
manfion, ‘ (he knew not the excefs of 

* my tendemefs! .She was wholly unac- 
4 quainted with the dignity of my paf- 

* faon! Doubtlefs (he fuppofed me to be 

* one of thofe defprcable beings who only 

* flatter the ear of beauty* tp inftil into 

* it with fuccefs the poifon of Ceduttory 


* delufion, or (he could not have refufed 
1 me at lead that faint conlolation which 

* generous pity will alwayfc impart.to an 

* agonizing mind. Oh, Eleonora!' he 
would add, * deluded, cruel, yet too love- 

* ly fair-one! could I flatter myfelf dot 
4 thy kind concern attended my cheer- 

* Ids purfuits, even this folitude would 
‘•ceafe to be irkfome, and thefe (hades 

* afford a charm to ijiy difconfolate 
1 heart!' 

To diffipate his griefs, he made occa- 
fional excurlions among the neighbour¬ 
ing hamlets, where relpcft and venera¬ 
tion attended his fteps, and Labour fu- 
fpended his talk to fall on his knees, and 
humbly crave a benediction. Rat hi# 
principal fource of confolation was in a 
convent of female votaries, who regaled 
him with excellent cordials, and were ne¬ 
ver more happy than when Father Nico* 
demus was announced. 

In this manner had five years linger¬ 
ed away without his ever receiving the 
fmalJeft intelligence refpe6ting the fair-, 
one whofe caprice had driven him from 
* fociety; when one day, as he was fitting 
penfive and alone, his eye bedewed with 
a tear which nothing but the recolleftiou 
of her conduct could have drawn from 
ir, his attention was ronzed by the ap¬ 
pearance of a (h anger, who in a feeble 
tone of fupplication earneftly requeued 
to be admitted unfler his lonely roof, and 
to be taught by his precepts and exshn- 
ple the practice of thofe duties which con- 
(litute the fan6lity of religious perfec¬ 
tion. This propofal was far from dif- 
agreeable to a perfop who had long been 
weary of unfocial folitude; and theftran- 
ger was foon furnifhed with a fuitable 
drefs, and inftru£ted in every point of 
duty, to which he attended with die ut-. 
moft regularity and precifion. He was 
diftinguilhed by the appellation of Bro¬ 
ther Timothy, and regularly attended 
his preceptor in all his eicurfions; but 
though his connexion withFathef-Nicor 
demus every where enfured him the du¬ 
ties of politenefs, he never was a particu¬ 
lar favourite with the pious dames of, 
whom honourable mention has already. 
been made. 

Eleonora and her hulband, who were 
furrounded with every pleafure which 
difiipation could point out, or an ample- 
fortune procure, were (till unhappy. Se¬ 
veral unfuccefsful applications had been 
made to religious men on the fubje£t of 
pregnancy; but as the hufband obje&ed 

to 
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to onecllbuial point, that of leaving his 
Wife entirely at their devotion, it is no 
Wonder that their interference fhould fail 
to produce the ufual effeCh He now be¬ 
gan to treat Eleonora whh indifference, 
which was foon fucceeded by difguit; 
and, after cohabiting with her for a few 
tears, during which time her fortune was 
lhcri&ced to the bafeft purpoles of his in¬ 
fidelity, he quitted her under a frivolous 
prctfcnce, and left her to contempt and 
Itiilery, in a world where, till now, fhe 
had been cherifhed by the fmiles of for¬ 
tune, and charmed by the voice of adu¬ 
lation. 'It is, perhaps, unneceffary to 
add, that from that moment fhe ceafed to 
have a friend, though many were now 
Wrtneftes to her diftrefs who owed their 
own eafe intirely to her former bounty. 

In this fituation, nothing ever gave her 
more heart-felt pain than the recollection 
of her conduct to Hargrove; whofe good 
qualities now appeared the more amiable,/ 
as they were inevitably contraited with 
the vices of her perfidious hufband. 
Though every idea of being happy with 
him was now deftroyed by her union 
with another, fhe would gladly have 
thrown herfelt at his feet, implored his 
forgivcnefs, and made every atonement 
to his infulted hove which the molt fin- 
cere repentance could fuggeft to a broken 
heart: but all her enquiries refpe&ing 
this unfortunate gentleman ended in dis¬ 
appointment, nor could any perfon even 
inform h^r whether htf were ftill living or 
numbered with the dead. 

After experiencing a feries of woes, 
the relation of which would feem to'mock 
the ear of credulity, worn out with care 
and wrCtchednefs, fhe refolved to feek an 
afylum in religious retirement, thelaftre- 
Iburce of difappointed ambition and love; 
and, being refufed admittance among her 
own fex on account of her matrimonial 
tie, fhe found it neceflary to try her fete 
in the habit of a monk, under which dif- 
gtiife fhe became the pious affociate of her 
former lover. 

The time which had -elapfed fixice their 
former intimacy aflifted to remove every 
trace of recollection; nor was the circum- 
ftance difcovered by either till a very ex¬ 
traordinary event produced a mutual 
ekplanation. Nicodemus had, indeed, fe- 
*feral times expfefled his furprize at Bro¬ 
ther Timothy’s having fo thin and weak 
a beard, Which to him appeared pei feftly 
unaccountable; but this was attributed 
to a naittifctl Weaknefs of cdnfticiition, and 


every other enquiry was rendered inef¬ 
fectual by the molt cifcumfpeCt eValions. 

One morning, however, the pious bro¬ 
therhappening to fleep rather longer than 
ufual, Father Nicodemus ventured into 
his cell, to enquire after his health, and 
the reafon of the delay. He was on this 
occafion furprized by a phenomenon 
which at firft ftruckhim with terror and 
amazement. Brother Timothy, in his 
fleep, had fo far difcompofed that part of 
his garb which ought to have concealed 
his bofom, as perfectly to account for his 
want of beard, and feme other particu¬ 
lars which had excited the holy father’s 
attention during the time of their late co¬ 
habitation. 1 Jefu! Maria!’ fhid he,crof¬ 
ting himfelf at leaft a dozen times with¬ 
out interruption as he repeated thewords^ 
1 what ftrange metamorphofe has taken 

* place in poor Brother Timothy!— — 

* Brother Timothy—-!’ exclaimed he 
with peculiar emphafis—and his eyes, 
raifed to Heaven, expreffed what x his 
tongue would have faid, had it finifhed 
the fentence. At this inftant Timothy 
awoke; and feeing the grave Nicodemus 
in his cell, with great compofure requeu¬ 
ed his benediction. This was no fooner 
granted/ than the pious father began to 
urge feveral queftions of a peculiar na¬ 
ture to his affociate, Which the reader 
may eafily fuppofe, when he was inter¬ 
rupted by a loud rap at the door of his 
cell. Aftonifhed at lb early an intrufion, 
the pious fatherhaftily enquired the caufef 
and was anfwered by a villager, in a me¬ 
lancholy tone, that a ftranger of genteel 
appearance had ju it been attacked by rob¬ 
bers, and was at the Very point of death 
it* confequence of the wounds which their 
barbarity had inflicted. 

This intelligence put 2tn end to all far¬ 
ther queries for the ^'tfent. The coun¬ 
tryman led the way; and Nicodemus and 
Timothy followed With the utmoft ex¬ 
pedition to the fatal lpot: but what was 
their furprize, when they beheld, in the 
perfon of the ftranger who had been juft 
aflaffmated, an affeCling inftance of that 
vengeance which foon or late is ever ob- 
ferved to fall oh the guilty head! In him 
Nicodemus beheld with aftoniftiment his 
fticcefsfnl rival, and his fair companion 
difcovered the hufoand by whom Ihehad 
been treated with fuch unmerited indig¬ 
nity. Every idea of refentinent was loft 
ih Compafflon for his haplefs fate; but 
all their attempts to afford him. relief 
ptoved inefficacious, and hid lift fighs 

were 
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, were .uttered in imploring forgivenefs of 
Heaven for hie ill-treatment of Eleo¬ 
nora, 

Afterdepoiting the mangled corpfe in 
the earth, the two hermits returned to 
-4ffieir place of refidence j and fuch were 


*0$ 

the explanations and arrangements which 
took place between them, that a difpen- 
fation was obtained, the hermitage dif-. 
pofed of, And Eleonora, in the fpace of 
one fliort week, ceafed to be 4 wife, £ 
hermit, and a widow! 


STORY OF FATHER NICHOLAS- 

BY MR. MACKENZIE. 


T HE effe&sof moral inftni6lion and 
precept on the mind have been 
fated very highly by fome grave and^ 
worthy men; yvhile by others the expe¬ 
rience of their inefficacy, in regulating 
the cortduft of the hearer or reader, ha3 
been cited as an indifputable proof of 
their unimportance. * Among thofe/ 
fay they, * on whom Moral Eloquence, 
/ has employed all her powers, who have 
* been tutored by the wifelt and moft vir- 
* tuous teachers, and .have had the ad- 
* vice and dire&ion of the ableft and*moft 
*'perfuafive guides, how few are there 
* whofe future conduct has anfwered to 
* the iiiftruflioit they received, or the 
* maxims which were fo often repeated 
* to them!’ Natural dilpofition, or ac¬ 
quired habits, regulate the tenor of our 
lives; and neither the fermon that per- 
fuades, nor the relation that moves, has 
any permanent eflfe& on the a&ions of 
him who.li(lens or who weeps. 

Yet, though examples of their effica- 
vy are not very frequent, it does not al¬ 
together follow that the difeourfe or the 
(lory are ufelefs and vain. Stronger 
motives will, no doubt, overpower weak¬ 
er ones; and thofe which conftantly af- 
fail vvill prevail over others which fel- 
domoccur. Paffion, therefore, will fome- 
times be obeyed when realon is. forgot, 
and corrupt fociety will at length over¬ 
come tl>e beft early impreffions. But 
the effefts of that reafon, or of thofe im- 
preflions, we are not always in acondition 
to eftimate fairly. The examples of their 
failure are eaiily known, and certain of 
being obferved; the inftances of fuch as 
have been preferved from furrounding 
contagion by their influence, are traced 
with difficulty, and ftrike us lefs when 
they are traced. 

Formal precepts and hypothetical cau¬ 
tions are indeed frequently offered to 
youth and inexperience, in a manner fo 
ungracious *s neither to command their 


attention nor conciliate their liking. Ho 
who/ays, * I am toinftru& and to warn/, 
with a face of inftru£lion or admonition* 
prepares, his audience for hearing what 
the young and the lively always avoid a*, 
tirefome, or fear as unpleafant. A. 
more willing and a deeper imprtffion wil|. 
be made when the obfervation ariles* 
without being prompted, when the.un- 
derftanding is addrefled through the. 
feelings. It was this which fttuck me, 
fo forcibly in the ftory of Father Ni¬ 
cholas. I never felt fo ftrongly die evils, 
of diffipation, nor ever was fo aihamed r 
of the fliame of being virtuous. 

It was at afmall town in Brittany, is, 
which there was a convent of Benedic-, 
tines, where particular circumliances had! 
induced me to take up my refidence for, 
a few weeks. They had fome pi&ures. 
which Grangers ufed to vffit. I went 
with a party whofe purpofe was to look 
at them: mine, in l'uch places, is,rather 
to look at men. If in the world we be¬ 
hold the fhifting feene which prompts, 
obfervation, we fee in fuch fecluded Ib- 
cieties a fort of Hill life, which nouriffijC*. 
thought, which gives fubjeft for raedi- 
tation. I confefs, however, I have of* 
ter, been difappointed; I have icsn a 
groupe of faces under their cow}s, on 
which fpeculation could build nothing 5 
mere common place countenances, which 
might have equally well belonged to a 
corporation of bakers or butchers. Moft 
of thofe in the convent I now vifited 
were of that kind: one, however, was of 
a very fu peri or order; that of a monk, 
who kneeled at a diftance from the al¬ 
tar, near a Gothick window, through 
the painted panes of which a gleamy 
light touched his forehead, and threw a 
dark Rembrandt (hade on the hollow of m 
large, bl^ck, melancholy eye. It was 
impoffible not to take notice of him* .He 
looked up, involuntarily, no doubt, to v 
pi£lure of our Saviour bearing his crofsf 
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the fimitinty of the attitude, and tile 
quiet relignation of the two countenances, 
formed a refemblance that could not but 
ftrike eve y one. 4 It is Father Nicho- 
€ las,* whifpered our conduClor, 4 who 

* is of all the brotherhood the moft rigid 

* to him lei f, and the kindeft to other 
4 men. To thediftreffed, to the fick, to 
4 the dying, he is always ready to admi- 

* nifter affiftanceand confolation. No- 

* body ever told him a misfortune in 

* which he did not take an' intereft, or 

* requeft good offices which he refufed 
** to grant: yet the aufterity and morti- 

* locations of his own life are beyond the 

* ftri&eft rules of his order; and it is 
4 only from what he does for others that 

* one luppofes him to feel any touch of 
'• humanity.’ The iubjeCt 1 ‘eemed to 
make our informer eloquent. I was 
young, curious, enthufiaftick; it funk 
into my heart, and I could not reft till I 
was made acquainted with. Father Ni¬ 
cholas. Whether from the power of the 
introduction I procured, from his own 
benevolence, or from my ejeportment, 
the good man looked on me with the 
complacency of a parent. * It is not 

* ufual,’ laid he, 4 my fon, for people at 

* yotir age to folicit acquaintance like 
4 mine. To you the world is in it’s 
4 prime; why ffiould you anticipate it’s 

* decay? Gaiety and cheat fulnefs fpring 
4 up around you; why ffiould you feek 
4 out the abodes of melancholy and of 
4 woe Yet, though dead to the plea- 
4 fures, I am not inienfible to the cha- 

* ritics of life. I feel your kindnefs, 
4 and wiffi for an opportunity to requite 
4 ’it.’ H2perceived my turn for letters, 
and (hewed me fome curious marru- 
icripts, and fame fcaice books, which 
belonged to their convent: thefe were not 
the communications I fought; aocident 
grive itie an opportunity of obtaining the 
knowledge I valued more, the knowledge 
of Father Nicholas, the ftory of his for- 
rows, the caufe of his aufterities. 

One evening when I entered his cell, 
after knocking at the door without being 
heard, I perceived him kneeling before a 
crucifix, which was affixed a fmall 
piChire, which I took to be that of the 
Bleffed Virgin, I flood behind him, un¬ 
certain whether I ffiould wait the clofe 
of his devotional exercife, or retire un- 
perceived as I came. His face was co¬ 
vered with his hand, and I heard* his 
ftWed groans. A mixture of compaffion 
*ud of curiofity fixed me to my place. 


He took his hands from his eyes with a 
quickened movement, as if a pang had 
forced them thence: he laid hold of the 
pi&ure, which he killed twice, preffed it 
to his bofom, and then gazing on it ear* 
neftly, burft into tears. After a few 
moments, he clafped his hands together* 
threw a look up to Heaven, and mut¬ 
tered fome words which I could not hear; 
drew a deep figh, which feemed to clofe 
the account of his forrows for the time; 
and, riling from his kueesi difeovered 
me. I was affiamed of my fituatiou, 
and Hammered out fome apology for my 
unintentional interruption of his devo¬ 
tions. 4 Alas!' faid he, * be not de- 
4 ceived; thefe are not the tears of de- 
4 votion; not the meltings of piety, but 
4 the wringings of remorfe. Perhaps,. 
4 young man, it may (lead thee to be 
4 told the ftory of nay Offerings and of 
4 my fins: ingenuous as th^ nature 
4 feems, it may be expofed to tempta¬ 
tions like mine; it may be the viCHm 
4 of laudable feelings perverted, of vir- 
4 tue betrayed, of falfe honour, and mif- 
4 taken ffiame. 

4 My name is St. Hubert; my fa- 
4 mily ancient and refpe&able, though 
4 it’s domains, from various untowacrf 
4 events, had been contracted much 
4 within their former extent. I loft my 
4 father before I knew the misfortune of 
4 lofmghim; and the indulgence of my 
4 mother, who continued a widow, made 
4 up, in theeftimation of a young man, 

4 for any want of that protection or of 
4 that guidance which another parent 
4 might have afforded. After having 
4 paffed with applaufe through theordi- 
4 nary ftudies which the capital of our 
4 province allowed an opportunity of ac- 
4 quiring, my mother fent me to Paris, 

4 along with the fon of a neighbouring 
4 family, who, though of lefs honour- 
4 able defeent, was much richer than 
4 ours. Young Delaferre, that was my 
4 companion’s name, was intended for 
4 the army; me, from particular cir- 
4 cumftances which promifed fuccefs in 
4 that line, my mother and her friends 
4 had deftined for the long robe, and had 
4 agreed for the purchafe of a charge for 
4 me when I ffiould be qualified Sr it. 

4 Delaferre had a fovereign contempt foe 
4 any prOfeffion but that of arms, and 
4 took every opportunity of infpiring me 
4 with the fame fentiments. In the ca- 
4 pital I had this prejudice every day 
4 more and more confirmed. *The fierte 

4 of 


Digitized by Gc : 



FATHER NICHOLAS. 


107 


' 9 of every man who had ferved, the in- 

* foment fuperiority he claimed over his 
€ fellow-citizens, dazzled my ambition, 

* and awed my'bafhfulnefs. From na- 
9 tore I had that extreme fenfibility of 

* frame, which could not ftand againft 

* the ridicule even of much inferior 

* men. Ignorance would often con- 

* found me in matters of which I was 
9 perfectly well informed, from his fu- 

* perior effiontery; and the beft-efta- 

* blifred principles of my mind would 

* lb met i me s yield to the impudence of 

* afluming fophiftry, or of unblufhing 

* vice. To the profeflion which my re- 

* lations had marked out for roe, atten- 
4 tion, diligence, and fober manners, 

4 were naturally attached; having once 

* fet down that profeflion as humiliating, 

* I concluded it’s attendant qualities to 
9 be equally di(honourable. I was 

* aihamed of virtues to which I was na- 

* turally inclined, a bully in vices which 
4 I hated and defpifed. Delaferre en- 
9 joyed my apoftacy from innocence as 
9 a victory he had gained. At fchool he 
9 was much my inferior, and I attained 
9 every mark of diftinCtion to which he 
9 had afprred in vain. In Paris he tri- 

* umphed in his turn; his fuperiorwealth 
4 enabled him to command the appear- 
4 ances of fuperior dignity and (hew; 

9 the cockade in his hat infpired a con- 
4 fidence which my fltuation did not al- 
4 low; and, bold as he was in dillipation 
4 and debauchery, he led me as an infe- 

* rior whom he had taught the art of liv- 
4 ing, whom he had firft trained to in- 
4 dependence and to manhood. My 
4 mother’s ill judged kindnels fupplied 
9 me with the means of thoffe pleafures 
4 which my companions induced me to 
9 (hare; if pleafures they might be call-~ 
9 ed, which I often partook with un- 

4 eafinefs, and reflected on with remorie. 

4 Sometimes, though but toofeldom, I 
4 was as much a hypocrite on the other 
4 fide; I was lelf denied, beneficent, and 
4 virtuous, by Health; while the time and 
4 money which I had fo employed, I 

* boafted to my companions of having 
9 fpent in debauchery, in riot, and in 

* vice. 

4 The habits of life, however, into 
< which I had been led, began by degrees 

* to blunt my natural feelings of reCtitude, 
4 and to take from vice the reftraints of 

* confcience. Butthe dangerous con nec- 
*- tiori I had formed was broken off by 
4 the accident of Deiai'erreV receiving 
v VOt. II. 


9 orders to join his regiment, then quar- 
4 tered at Dunkirk. At his'defire, I 
4 gave him the convoy v as far as tp a re- 
4 lation’s houfe in Picardy, where he 
9 was to fpend a day or two in his way. 
44 I will introduce you,” faid he, ip* a 
9 tone of pleafantry, 44 becaufe you will 
44 be a favourite; my coufin Santonges 
44 is as fober and precife as you were 
44 when I firft found you.” The good 
4 man whom he thus characterized pof- ' 
4 fefled indeed all thofe virtues of which 
4 the ridicule of Delaferre had fome- 
4 times made me afhamed, but which it 
4 had never made me entirely ceafe to re- 
9 vere. In his family I regained the fta- 
4 tion which, in our diflipated fociety at 
4 Paris, I had loft. His example en- 
4 couraged, and his precepts fortified, 

4 my natural difpofition to goodnefsj 
4 but his daughter, Emilia de San- 
4 tonges, was a more interefting aflift- 
4 ant to it. After my experience of the 
4 few of her lex witn whom we were 
4 acquainted in town, the native beau- 
4 ty, the unaffected manners, of Epiilia, 

4 were infinitely attractive. Delaferre, 

4 however, found them infipid and tire- 
4 fome. He left his kinfman’§ the third 
4 morning after his arrival, promifing, 

4 as foon as his regiment fhould be re- 
4 viewed, to meet me in Paris. “Except 
44 in Paris,” fald he, 44 we exift mere- 
44 ly, but do not live.” I found it very 
4 different. I lived but in the prefence of 
4 Emilia de Santonges. Butwhy fhould 
4 I recal thofe days of purelt felicity, 

4 or think of what my Emilia was! for, 

4 not long after, (he was mine. .In the 
4 winter fhe came to Paris, with her father, 

4 on account of his health,'which was then 
4 rapidly on the decline. I tended him 
4 with that afliduity which was due to 
4 his friendfhip, which the company of 
4 Emilia made more an indulgence than 
4 a duty. Our cares, and the frill of his 
4 phyficians, were fruitlefs. He died, 

4 and left his daughter to my friendfhip. 

4 It was then that I firft dared to hope 
9 for her love; that, over the grave of 
4 her father, I mingled my fears with 
4 Emilia’s, and tremblingly ventured to , 
4 afk, if fhe thought me worthy of com- 
4 forting her forjows? Emilia was too 
4 innocent for dil’guife, too honeft for 
4 affeClation : fhe gave her hand to my 
4 virtues—for I then was virtuous—to 
4 reward, at the fame time, and to con- 
4 firm them. We retired to Santonges 9 
4 where we enjoyed as much felicity as 
O ‘ perhaps 
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perhaps the lot of humanity will srt- The good father was overpowered by the 
low. My Emilia's merit was equal tendernefs»of the images chat ruffled upon 
to her happinefs; and | may fay with- his mind,- and tears for a moment choak- 
out vanity, iince it is now rAy fliame, ed his utterance. After a (hort fpace 
that the fince wretched St. Hubert was he began, with a voice fathering and 
then thought to deferve the bleflings weak— 

he enjoyed. 4 Pardon the emotion that hopped my 

4 In thisilateof peaceful felicity we 4 recital. You pity me; but it is not 
* had lived fomething more than a year, 4 always that my tears are of lo gentle 


* when my Emilia found herftlt with 
4 child. On that occafion my anxiety 

* was luch as ahufband who doats on 

* his wife may be hippoled to feel. In 

* confequence of that anxiety, I pro poled 
4 our removing/or fome weeks to Paris, 

* where (he might have abler afliltance 

* than our province could afford in thole 

* moments of danger which (lie foon ex- 

* pe£led. To this (lie obie&ed with 

* earneftnefs, from a variety of motives; 

* but moff of my neighbours applauded 
4 my refolution; and one, who was the 
4 . nephew of a farmer-general, and had 

* purchafed the eftate on which his fa- 

* ther had been a tenant, told me the 
4 danger from their country accoucheurs 

* was fuch, ^hat nobody who could af- 

* ford to go to Paris would think of truft- 

* ing them. I was a little tender on the 

* reproach of poverty, and ablblutely 
*’ determined for the journey. To in- 

* duce my wife’s confent, I had another 

* pretext, being left executor to a friend 

* who died in Paris, and had effe&s re- 

* maining there. Emilia at lull con- 
4 4 lented, and we removed to town ac- 

* .cordingly, 

4 For fome time I fcarce ever left our 

* hotel: it was the fame at which Emilia 
4 and her father had lodged, wlen he 

* came to Paris to d;e, and leave her to 
' * my love. The recolkftiou of thole 

4 lcenes, tender and interdfing as they 
4 were, lpread a fort of melancholy in- 
4 diligence over our mutual focietyj by 
4 which the company of any third per- 
4 foil could fcarce y be brooked. My 
4 wife had fome of thole fad preftges 
4 which women of her fenlibility often 

* feel in the condition (he was then in. 
4 All my attention and iblicitude were 

* excited to combat hei fcais. 44 I (hall 
4 ‘ not live,” die would lay, * 4 to revilit 
44 Santonges; but my Henry will think 
44 of me there: in thole woods in which 
44 we have ib often walked, by that 
44 brook to the fall of which we have 
44 liif-ned together, and felt- in filence 
44 what language, at lead what mine, 
44 my ipye, could not l'peak.” 


• a kind; the images herfpeech recalled 
4 ibfened my feelings into furrow ; but 
4 I am not worthy cf them. Hear the 
4 coniUUon of my remoife. 

4 The anxiety of my Emilia was at 
4 lalt difli pat ed by her lafe delivery of a 
4 boy; and on this object of a new kind 
4 of tendernefs we gazed' with inexpref- 
4 iible delight. Emilia luckled the infant 
4 herlelf, as well from the idea of dutjr 
4 and of jdeafure in tending it, as from* 
4 the dirhculty of finding in Paris a 
4 nurfe to be fruited. We propofed re- 
4 turning to the country as foon as the 
4 re-eltablilhment of her ftrength would 
4 permit; mean time, during her hours 
4 of red, I generally went out to fuii(h 
4 thebufinefs which the truft of my de. 

4 ceafed friend had devolved upon roe. 

4 In palling through the Thuilleries, 

4 in one of thofe walks, I met my old 
4 companion Delaferre. He embraced- 
4 me with a degiee of warmth which I 
4 fcarce exjiefted from my knowledge of 
4 bis dilpolition, or the length of time 
4 for which our correfpondence had been 
4 broke off. He had heard, he faid, ac- 
4 cidentally of -my being in town, but 
4 had fought me for feveral days in vain. 

4 In truth, he was of all men one whom 
4 I was the molt afraid of meeting. I 
4 had heard in the country of his nn- 
4 bounded diflipation and extravagance^ 
4 and there were fome Itorits to his pre- 
4 judice, which were only not believed 
4 from ail unwillti\gnefs to believe them 
4 in people whom the corruptions of the 
4 world had hot familiarized to balenefs; 
4 yet I found he (till poficfieil a kind of 
4 l’uperiority over my mind, which I was 
4 glad to excule, by forcing myfelf to 
4 think him Ids unworthy than he was 
4 reported. After a variety of*enquiries, 
< and exprefling his cordial fatisfa&ion 
4 at the prefmt happinels I enjoyed, he 
4 prelTed me to fpend that evening with 
4 him fo earneitly, that though I had 
4 made it afortef rule to be at home, I 
4 was aflumed to offer an apology, and 
4 agreed to meet him at the hour he a:p- 
4 pointed. 

4 Our 
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* Oor company con lifted only of De- 

* Iaferre himleif, and two other officers, 

4 one a good deal older than any of .us, 
4 who had the crof 9 of St. Louis, and 
9 the rank of colonel, whom I thought 

* the molt agreeable man I had ever met 

* with. THe unwillingnels with which 

* I had left home, and the ex^e&ation of 

* a very different fort of party where I 

* was going, made me fed the prefcr.t 
4 one ‘doubly pleafant. My lpirits, 
4 which were father low when I went in ,f 
€ from that conltraint I was prepared 

* for, role in proportion to theplealan- 

* try around me, and the perfect eale in 

* which I found myfelf with this old 
4 officer, who had information, wit, fen- 
9 timent, every thine I valued molt, and 

* every thing I leaft expected in a lo- 
1 ciety (elected by Delalerre. It was 
4 late before we parted; and at parting 
4 I received, not without pleafure, an 

* invitation from the colonel to iup with 
4 hjm the evening after. 

4 The company at his houfe I found 
4 enlivened by his filler, and a friend of 

* hers, a widow; who, though not a 
4 perfeft beauty, had a countenance that 
4 impreffed one much more in her fa- 
4 vour than mere beauty could. When 
‘ fdent, there was a certain jbftnefs in it 

* infinitely bewitching; and when it was 

* lightened up by the exprelfion which 
c her convention gave, it was equally 
4 attra&ive. We happened to be placed 

* next each other. Unufed as I was 
4 to the little gallantries of fafhionable 
4 life, I rather wifhed than hoped to 
4 make myfelf agreeable to her. She 

* feemed, however, interefted in my at- 
4 tentions ar.d converfation, and in hers 
4 I found myfelf'flattered at the fame 
4 time and. delighted. We played, 

* agairift the inclination of this lady and 

* me, and we won rather more than I 
4 wiflied. Had I been as rich as Dela- 

* ferre, I fhould have objected to the 
4 deepnels of the flakes: but we were the 
4 only perfons of the company that 
c feemed uneafy at oiir fuccefs, and we 
4 parted with tne moft cordial good hu- 
4 mour. Madame de Trenville, that 
4 was the widow’s name, fmiling to the 
4 colonel, alked him to take his revenge 
4 at her houfe; and faid, wjth an air of 
4 equal modefty and franknefs, that as I 
•* had been the partner of her fuccefs, 

* (he hoped for the honour of my com- 

* pany, to take the chance of (haring a 
€ lefs favourable fortune. 
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4 At firft my wife had exprefled her 
4 fatisfa&ion at my finding amufemeitt 
4 in foci tty to relieve the duty of at- 
4 tending her. But when my abfencp 

* grew very frequent, as indeed I wa$ 

* almoft every day at Madame de Trent* 

* vilie’s, though her words continued 
1 the fame, ffie could not help expreffing 

* by her countenance her diflatisfa&ion 

* at my abfence. I perceived this at 

* firft with, tenderneis only, and next 
1 evening excuied myfelf from keeping 

* my engagement. But I found my 
? wife's company not what it ufed to be: 

4 thoughtful, but afraid to truft one 

* another with our thbughts, Emilia 
4 fhewed her uneafmefs in her looks, and 

* I covered mine but ill with an affumed 

* gaiety of appearance. 

4 The day following Delaferre called, 

* and faw Emilia for the firft time. Hp 
4 rallied me gently for breaking my laft 

* night's appointment, and told me of 

* another which he had made for me, 
4 which my wife infilled on my keeping. 

‘ Her coufin applauded her conduft, 
‘ and joked on the good government of 

* wives. Before I went out in the even- 
4 ing, I came to wiih Emilia good night. 

* I thought I perceived a tear on her 
4 cheek, and would have ibid, but for 
4 the fliame of not going. The com- 

* pany perceived my want of gaiety, and 
4 DtIaferre was merry on the occafion. 
4 Even my friend the colonel threw in a 
‘ little raillery on the fubjefl of mar- 
4 riage. It was the firft time I felf 

* fomewhat aukwarcj at being the only 
4 married man of the*party. 

‘ We played deeper and fat later than 

* formerly; but I was to Ihew myfelf not 

* afraid of my wife, and objected to~nei- 

* ther. I loft confiderably, and return - 
4 ed home mortified and chagrined, I 
4 faw Emilia next morning, whofe fpi- 
4 rits were not high. Methought her 

* looks repi oached my condu£l,and I was 

* enough in the wrong to be angry’ that 
4 they did fo. Delaferre came to take me 
4 to his houfe to dinner. He obferved as 
4 we went, that Emilia looked ill. “ Go- 
44 ing to the country will re-eftabli(h 
44 her," faid I. “ Do you leave Pa- 
44 ris laid he. “ In a few days." 
—** Had I fitch motives for remaining 
14 in it as you have—" *• What mo- 
44 tives?"—“ The attachment of Inch 
<c friends: but friendfhip is a cold word} 
44 ’be attachment of fuch a woman as De 
4i Trenyillp." 1 know not how I lookr 

Q a 4 ed, 


Digitized by 


Google 



ilD NEW NOVELIST S MAGAZINE. 


* ed, but he prefled.the fubjeft ho far- 

* ther: perhaps I was lefs offended thau 

* I ought to have been. 

c We went to that lady’s hpufe^fter 
4 dinner. She was dreffed molt ele- 
‘ gantly, and looked more beautiful 
4 than ever I had feen her. The party 
4 was more numerous than lifual, and 

* there was more vivacity in it. , The 

* converfation turned upon my intention. 

* of leaving Paris; the ridiculeof country 

* manners, of country opinions, of the 

* infipidity of country enjoyments, was 
4 keptup with infinite Ipirit by Dclaferre, 

‘ and moil of the younger members of 
4 the company. Madame de Tren- 
‘ ville did not join in their mirth, and 

* fometimes looked at me as if the fub- 

* je£t was too ferious for her to be mer- 

* iyon. I was half alhamed and half 

* forty that I was going to the country; 

* lefs uneafy than vain at the preference 

* that was (hewn me. 

* I was a coward, however, in the 

* wrong as well as in the right, and fell 
4 upon an expedient to /creen myl'elf 

* from a difeovery that might have faved 

* mp. I contrived to deceive ray wife, 
4 and to conceal my vifits to Madame 
4 de Trenville's, under the pretence of 

* fome perplexing incidents that had 
4 arifen in the management of thole af- 

* fairs with which I was intruded. Her 

* mind was too pure for fufuicion or for 
€ jealoufy. It was eafy even for a no- 

* vice in fallhood, like me, to deceive 

* her. Bnt I had an able alfiflant in 

* Dclaferre, who now refumed the afeend- 

* ancyover me he had formerly poffefltd, 

* but with an attra&ion more powerful, 
V from the infatuated attachment which 
€ my vanity and weaknefs, as much as 

* her art and beauty, had made me con- 
4 ceive for Madame de Trenville. 

* It happened that, juft at this time, a 

* young man arrived from our province, 
4 and brought letters for Emilia from a 

* female friend of hers in. the neigh- 

* bourhood ofSantonges. He had been 

* bred a miniature-painter, and came to 

* town for improvement in his art. Emi- 
4 lia, who doated on her little boy, pro- 
4 pofed to him to draw his piflure in 

* the innocent attitude of his deep. 

* The young painter was plealed with 
4 the idea, provided Ihe would allow 

* him to paint the child in her arms. 
4 This was to be concealed from me, for 
4 the fake of furprizing tne with the pic- 

* ture when it Ihould be finiflied. That 


* Ihe might have, a better opportunity 
‘ of effecting this little concealment, 

* Emilia would often hear, with a fort pf 

* fatisfa&ion, my engagements abroad, 

* and encourage me to keep them, that 

* the pifture might advance in my ab- 
f fence. 

* She knew not what, during that ab- 
4 fence, was my employment. The 

* Have of vice and of profuiion, I was 

* violating my faith to her, in the arms 

* of the molt artful and woi thlefs of wo. 

1 men; and lolmg the fortune that fliould 

* have fupported my child and hers, to a 
1 fit of cheats and villains. Such was the 

* Inare that Delaferre and his affociates 

* had drawn around me. It yvas covered 

* with the appearance of love and gene- 
‘ rofity. De Trenville had art enough 

* to make me believe, that Ibe was every 

* way the vi&im of heraffe&ion for me. 

* My firft great Ioffes at play Ihe pre- 

* tended to reimburfe from her own 

* private fortune, and then threw herfelf 

* upon my own honour for relief from 

* thofe dittrelfes into which I had Imraght 
bher. After having exhaufted all the 
1 money l poflefifed, and all my credit 
‘ could command, I would have ftop- 

* ped Ihortof ruin; but when I thought 
‘ of returning in dilgrace and poverty 

* to the place I had 1 ft refpe&ed ana 

* hnppy, I had'not refolution enough to 

* retreat. I took refuge in del’peration, 

* mortgaged the remains of my eftate, 

* and flaked the produce to recover what 

* I had loft, or to lo!e tnylelf. The" 

* event was fucli as might have been 

* expected. 

‘ After the dizzy horror of my fituation 
c had left me power to think, I hurried 
4 to Madame De Trenville’s. She gave 
‘ me fucli a reception as iiiited one who 

* was no longer worth the deceiving. 

* Conviction of her falfhood, and of 

* that ruin to which Ihe had been em- 

* ployed to lead me, flaibed upon my 
‘ mind. I left her with execrations, 

* whiclr Ihe received with the coolnefs 

* of hardened vice, of experienced fe- 
c duclion. I iiilhed from her lioufe, I 

* knew not whiiher. My fteps invo- 
‘ luntarily led me home. At my own 

* door I /topped, as if it had been death 

* to enter. When I had flu unk back 

* fome paces, I turned'again ; twice did 

* I attempt to knock, and could not ^ 

* my heart throbbed with unfpeakable 

* horror, and my k nees fmote each other. 
‘ It was night, and the llreet was dark 

i and 
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f ahdrfilent around me. I threw my- 

* lelf down before the door, and wiflied 
4 fome ruffian's hand to eafe me of life 
4 and thought together. At lad, the 
4 <recolleftion of Emilia, and of my in- 

* fant boy, eroded my difordered mind, 

4 and a gufh of tendernefe blird from 
4 my eyes. I role, and knocked at the 

* door.. When I was let in, I went up 

* Joftly to my wife’s chamber. She 
4 was afleep, with a night-lamp burn- 
4 ing by her, her child (leaping on her 

* boi'om, and it’s little hand grafping 
4 her neck. Think what I felt as I 

* looked ! She fmiJed through her deep, 
4 and feemed to dream of happinefs. 
4 My brain began to madden again; 
4 and, as the mifeiy to which die mud 
4 wake eroded my imagination, the hor- 
4 rible idea rofe within me—I diudder 
4 yet to tell it!—to murder them as they 
4 lay, and next mvlelf! I ftretched my 
4 hand towards my wife’s throat! The 
4 infant unclafped it’s little fingers, and 
4 laid hold of qne of mine. The gentle 
4 preffttre wrung my heart: it's foftnefs 
* 4 returned; I burd into tears; but I 
4 could not day to tejl her of cur ruin. 
4 I i ulhed out of the room; and, gaining 
4 an oblcure hotel in a diitant part of 
4 the town, wrote a few didrafted lines, 
4 acquainting her of my folly, and of 
4 my crimes; that I meant immediately 
4 to leave France, and not return till my 
4 penitence fhould wipe out my offences, 
4 and my indudry repair that ruin in 
4 which I had involved her. I recom- 
€ mended her and my child to my mo- 
4 ther's care, and to the proteftion of that 
4 Heaven which (he had never offended. 
4 Having fent this, I left Paris on the 
4 indant, and had walked feveral miles 
4 from town before it was light. At 
4 fun-rife a dage-coach overtook me. 

* ’Twas going on the road to Bred. I 
4 entered it without arranging any fu- 
4 ture plan; and fat, in fullen and gloomy 
4 filence, in the corner of the carriage. 
4 That day and next night I went on 
4 mechanically, with feveral other paf- 
4 fengers, regardlefs of food, and inca- 
4 pable of red. But the fecond day I 
4 found my drength fail; and, when we 
4 flopped in the evening, I fell down in 
4 a faint in the paflage of the inn. I 
4 .was put to bed, It ieems, and lay for 
4 more than a week in the dupefaftion 
4 of a low fever. 

4 A chan table brother of that order 
4 to which I now belong, who happened 


4 to be in the inn, attended me with the 
4 greated care and humanity; and, when 
4 I began to recover, the good old man 
4 minidered to my foul, as he had done to 
4 my body, that affidance and confo- 
4 lation he eafily difeovered it to need* 

4 By his tender afliduities I was pow (o 
4 far recruited as to be able to breathe 
4 the frefh air at the window of. a little 
4 parlour. As I fat there one morning, 

4 the fame dage-coach in which I had 
4 arrived dopped at the door of the inn, 

4 when I law alight out of it the young 
4 painter who had been recommended 
4 to us at Paris. The fight overpower* 

4 ed my weaknefs, and I fell lifelefs 
4 from my leaf. The incident brought 
4 feveral people into the room; and, 

4 amongd others, the young man him- 
4 felf. When they had redored me to 
4 fenle, I had recolleftion enough to d$- 
4 fire him to remain with me alone. It 
4 was fome time before he recognised 
4 me; when he did, with horror in his 

* afpeft, after much hefitation, and the 
4 mod folemn in treaty from me, he told 
4 me the dreadful fequel of my misfor- 
4 tunes. My wife and child were no 
4 more! The (hock which my lettec 
4 gave, the date of weaknefs die was 
4 then in had not drength to fupport- 
4 The effefts were a fever, delirium, and 
4 death. Her infant perilled with her! 
4 In the interval of reafon preceding her 
4 death, (he called him to her bed-fide, 
4 gave him the pifture he had drawn, 

4 and with her lad breath charged him, 

4 if ever he could find me out, to deliver 
4 that and her forgivenefs to me. He 
4 put it into my hand. I know not 
4 how I furvived. Perhaps it was owing 
4 to the outworn date in which my difc 
4 eafe had left me. My heart was too 
4 weak to burd; and there was a fort of 
4 palfy on my mind that (eemed infen- 
4 lible to it’s calamities. By that holy 
4 man who h^d once before faved me from 
4 death, I was placed here; where, ex- 
4 cept one melancholy journey to that 
4 fpot where they had laid my Emilia 
4 and her boy, I nave ever fince remain- 
4 ed. My dory is unknown, and they 
4 wonder at the feverity of that life by 
4 which I endeavour to atone for my 
4 offences. But it is not by differing 
4 alone that Heaven is reconciled; I en~ 
4 deavour, by works of charity and be- 
4 neficence, to make my being not hate- 
4 ful in it's fight. Bleffed be God, I 

* have attained the confolation I wiffied. 

* Already, 
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• Already, on my wafting days a beam for vefpers tolled] he took my hand, I 

* of mercy (beds it’s celeitial light. The killed his, and my tears began to drop 

• vifions of this flinty couch are changed on it. 

* tomildnefs. ’Twas but laft night my 4 My fon,’ faid be, ‘to feelings 

• Emilia beckoned me in fmilesj this ‘ like yours it may not be unpleafing to 

* little cherub was with her!’ ‘ recal my ftory: if .the world allure 

His voice oeafed; he looked on the pic- 1 thee, if vice enfnare with it's pleaf\ires 

tore, then towards Heaven; and a faint ‘ or abafti with it’s ridicule, think bf 
glow crofted the palenefs of his cheek. ‘ Father Nicholas] be virtbous* and bfe 
X Hood awe-.ftruck at the light. The bell ‘ happy!’ 


THE TEMPLE OF THE SUN. 

AN ORIENTAL TALE. 

BY R. JOHNSON, ESQ,. 


A S TogruJ, the valiant genera) of the 
Emperor Temugin, purfued his 
march in the cool of the evening, at the 
bead of his army, through the country 
of Farfiftan, his attention was one day 
ftrock by a pile of ruins, the magnifi¬ 
cence of which tempted him to take a 
nearer view of them, while his troops 
halted for refrefhment. 

The reflexions naturally fuggefted 
by fuch fcencs were interrupted by the 
fight of an aged man, fitting in a melan¬ 
choly poflure, with his eyes intently fix¬ 
ed upon fome fragments which lay in 
an heap before him, while a flood of 
tears rolled in filence down his furrowed 
cheeks. 

Such a fight was equally afTeXlng to 
Curiofity and companion. J^dvancing, 
therefore, towards him, 4 Pardon/ faid 
Togrul, ‘ O venerable father! the in- 
* trufion of a ftranger, who willies to 
* know the cattle of your diltrefs, in hope 
• it may be in his power to offer you rc- 
* lief.’ 

The moyrner railed his eyes, and look¬ 
ing eagerly around—‘ Is the voice of be- 
• rtevolence heard again in this place?’ 
he exclaimed. 4 Sweet is the found, 
* though it’s pm pofe is impoflibie.’ 

Then fixing his eyes moil attentively 
upon Togrul for fome moments -— 4 Your 
* words, O illuftrions young man!’ lie 
continued, 4 fpe2k a feeling hearty and 
« I fee that you have already tailed of 
* adverfity. I will, therefore, fatisfy 
* your enquiry, though hopelefs of it's 
f motive; for, alas! my woes admit not 
• of relief.’ 

Having faid this, he turned his face 
to the call, and proitrated himlelf befeie 


the heap of fragments. ‘ O life of the 
‘ univerfe!’ faid he, ‘ thou glorious 
4 Sun! proteXthefe facred relicks from 
‘ pollution; nor give the allies of Zelis 
‘ to the winds, before mine lhall be 
‘ mingled with them.’ 

When he had offered up this prayer, 
he arofe; and, turning to Togrul — 4 ^ 
‘ have promifed to unfold to you the caule 
‘ of my unhappinefs,’ he continued; 

‘ but this place is improper. The voice 
‘ of prayer and adoration only ihould be 
4 heard here. We will withdraw into 
‘ the (hade of yonder arch, and there I 

* will relate the melancholy tale.’ 

A foon as Togrul and he werefcated, 

‘ Thefe ruins,’ laid the mourner, with a 
figh which feemed tt> burft bis heart, 

* are all which remain of the facred 

* Temple of the Sun; and in that fipot, 

4 now covered with thofe fragments, once 
4 ltood the altar, on which my ancettors*- 
4 for ages without number, ted the ever- 
4 living fire, the hallowed emblem of his 
4 purity and power; till the.D» vine wrath, 

4 kindled againft the fins of mankind, 

4 gave up the world to the ravages of the 
4 Arabians, who, not content with tern- 

4 poral dominion, dared to attack the. 
4 iovereigmy of Heaven. 

4 They polluted our temples; they 
4 overturned our altars; and impioufty 
4 attempted to extinguish the facred fire, 

4 emblem of him whnfe light had illu- 
4 minated the world from it’s firft crea- 
4 tion: an impiety never prefumed be- 
4 fore by any who had obtained domi- 
4 nion over us. 

. 4 But Heaven had not fo far abandon- 
4 ed the human race. Forewarned^in a 
4 dream, one of our lineage had built an 

4 altar 
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altar in the mountains of Irac Agem; * this was the melancholy caufe of my 
and fecretlv removed thither a Ipark' * coming hither at this time.' 
of the true fire, before the facrilegious A flood of tears here choaked his ut-* 
ravagers reached this temple. terance. He hung down his head, and 

• The horrors of that day are not to fobbed aloud for feme moments, while 
be delcrihed. In vain did the priefls Togrul humanely wept in filence with 
hold up their hands, never defiled with him. 

blood, never profaned with any inftru- As foon as he had recovered the power 
mem of dettru&ion, to avert the rage of fpeech — 4 Were I not convinced of the 
of war from thele holy walls. Tne ‘ benevolence ofyour heart,’he refumed. 


tears of the mother, and the cries of 
her infants, pleaded in vain. The bar¬ 
barians were equally deaf to innocence 
and viitue. 

* Then did the piety of our race fhine 
fpfth in all it’s glory. They gathered 
themfelves around ih * altar} and, co¬ 
vering it-with *heir bodies, faved the 
facred fire from profanation, by extin- 
guifhing it with their blood, which was 
fhed without refpecl to age or lex, and 
the temple reduced to this heap of 
mins. 

4 It is impoflible to exprefs the con- 
fternation of the people at this fatal 
outrage. Thinking the facred fire ut¬ 
terly extinguilhed, they abandoned 
themfelves to defpair, and every where 
courted the fwords of their deitrOyers. 

4 At length, the fpark which had been 
preferved in Irac Agem being diico- 
vered, the poor remains of the true 
Perfees repaired to it; and, preferring 
thole inhofpitable mountains to the fer¬ 
tile plains of Farliftan without this ob¬ 
ject of their worlhip, built themfelves 
a little city, where their pofterity hath 
lived in peace to this very day. 

* Of all our lineage, there had efcaped 
the general malfacre only the one who 
attended the altar he had built in Irac 
Agem; and an infant daughter, born 
to him at the lofs of her mother’s life, 
foon after her arrival there. 

4 The danger of lofinga race fo long 
endeared to their love, fo necefiary to 
their religion, filled the Perfees with 
the ftrongeft fear; but Heaven heard 
their prayers, and from thefe two 
fprunga progeny which hath fubfilted 
ever lince. 

4 Though driven thus by irrefiftible 
neceflity from our native land, once in 
our lives we never fail to vilit thefe re¬ 
vered ruins, to implore from the Sun' a 
reftoration of their glory; and fprinkle 
upon the remains of his altar the alhes 
of ourdeceafed kindred, which we re- 
ligioufly preferve for that purpofe: and 


4 O virtuous youth! I (hould make an 

* excufe for paying a tribute to nature , 4 

* which affe&ed heroifm has dUhonoured* 

* with tire name of weaknefs; but I fee 

* you are fuperior to fuch falfe refine- 

* ment. 

4 This melancholy dutv having fallen 

* upon me this year, I yielded, in anun- 
4 happy hour, tu the felicitations of my 

* wife, to let her accompany me hither. 

4 On the third day of our journey, we 

* weie met by a troop of Tartars, who 
4 had feparated from the armies of Te- 

* mugin, and ranged the country in 
4 fearch of plunder. 

4 The innocence of our lives, and our 
4 known poverty in thofe things which 
4 are called the riches of the world, had 
4 ever prellrved u, in peace with all the 
4 nations round. I advanced, therefore, 
4 without fear, to the leader of the troop; 
4 and, informing him who we were, ex- 
4 pe&ed to have been permitted to purfue 

* oui‘ journey without interruption. 

4 But, alas! I fiatrered myfelf with 
4 vain expectation. He had looked at 
4 the beauty of my wife with eyes of de- 
4 fire, and refolved to tear her from my 
4 bofom. 

4 Unwilling, however, to have recourfe 
4 to open violence, for fear of oppofition 
4 from his followers, who, he knew, held 
4 our people,in the higheft reverence, he 
4 prefied us to take fhelterin his tent from 
4 the heat of noon; a.courtely feigned, 
4 that he might have time to form feme 
4 fchetne for accompli (king his bafe de- 
4 fign. 

4 There are feme offers which, how- 
4 ever unacceptable, cannot be refufed. 

4 The Perfees have ever been famed 
4 for hospitality above all the nations 
4 upon earth. We could not refufe en- 
4 tering his tent without an appearance 
4 cf unfecial ingratitude, though our 
4 laws would not permit us to tafte a 
4 drop of water with him. 

4 We had not been long there, when 
4 he withdrew, under a pretence of giv- 

4 ing 
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ing £ome orders to his men; nor re* 
turned till it was too late for us to reach 
the caravanfera in which we had pro- 
poled to reft that night: for it would 
nave been reckoned an infringement 
upon the laws of bofpitality in us to 
have departed without waiting for 
him. 

4 Our uneafinefs, in fuch a fituation, 
may be well conceived j but he gave 
reafons of fuch plaufibility for his ab- 
fence, and offered fo courteoufly to re¬ 
main where he was for that night, for 
our convenience, that we could not 
avoid complying tt> If ay with him. 

* His joy at feeing us run fo readily, 
as he thought, into his lhares, put him 
off his guard. 

4 I caught a glance of his eve, as he 
gazed at my wife, in which I Tead the 
nefarious purpofeof his heart. I arol'e, 
therefore, inflantly; and, claiming the 
facred privilege of hol'pitality, proceed¬ 
ed that moment on my journey, along 
with my wife. 

4 The (hades of night falling upon 
us as we travelled by the fide of a 
wood, my wife was fo terrified by the 
roaring of the wild beads, irtuing from 
their dens in queft of prey, that I was 
obliged to give way to her fears, and 
allift her to climb a lofty tree, where I 
placed her in fafety among the boughs, 
feating myfelf belide her, 

4 The fears of my wife l'eemed to have 
been imprelfed by Heaven, to lave us 
from dangers ftill more terrible than 
thofe Ihe was afraid of. 

4 We were l’carcely fettled in the tree, 
when we heard the tread of herds; 
and, in a little time, could diflinguifh 
the voice of the Tartar, exultingly an¬ 
ticipating to his followers the pleafure 
he promiled himfelf in the pofleflion of 
my wife, as he parted by our place of 
jefuge. 

4 The appearance of the morning at 
length giving us hope that our danger 
was over, we defeended from the tree; 
and, having offered up our adorations 
to the riling Sun,were preparing to pro¬ 
ceed in our journey, when we perceiv¬ 
ed our enemy approaching towards us 
on his return. ' 

4 It is importible to exprefs the hor¬ 
rors with which this fight ftrtick us. 
My wife, in the vain iinpulfe of de- 
lp^ir, ran towards the wood, whither 
the Tartar purfued her, while his com-' 
panions leizcd me. 


4 Her flight was fi:on flopped. The 
4 ravager overtook her; ana, mad with 
4 defire, attempted to gratify hi* brutal 
4 appetite upon the fpot. Whaf were 
4 the feniations of my foul in that dread- 
4 ful moment! But Heaven faw my dil- 
4 trels, and hearckthe cries of her mno- 
4 cence. 

4 Juft as he had overpowered her re- 
4 fiftance, a lion, rouzed by her fhriefcs, 
4 iflued from a brake, near to which H^a- 
• ven had directed her flight; and, mlh r 
4 ing upon the ruffian, toie him piece- 
4 meal in an inftant. 

4 Soon as my wife found herlelf freed 
4 from his violence, Ihe flatted from the 
4 ground, and ran with outftretched 
4 arms towards me for protection, inca- 
4 pable of confidering m^ inability to af- 
4 lord it, nor even fenfible of the means 
4 of her deliverance. 

4 But the Power which had fo fig- 
4 nally faved her continued his care of 
4 us both. The Tartars, who" had feiz- 
4 ed me, ftruck with fo evident an inter- 
4 pofilion of Heaven, nolboner 1 their 
4 leader llain, than, fearing a like fate 
4 for themfelves, as accomplices in his 
4 guilt, they looted their hold, and, 

4 fpringing upon their horfes, fled out of 
4 fight in a moment. 

4 Thefe events had fucceeded each 
4 other fo rapidly, that reafon was uri- 
4 able to keep pace with them. I flood 
4 ltupified with altonilhment, nor had 
4 power to advance to meet my wife, till 
4 Ihe fell motionlels at my feet. * 

‘ This light reftored me to myfelf. 

4 I railed her head; and, laying it in my 
4 bofom, attempted tofoothe her dillrefs 
4 with words of comfort, which I want- 
4 ed little lefs myfelf. 

* The generous lion, in the mean 
4 time, flood over the victim of his juf- 
4 tice, growling with lavage delight, and 
4 billing his lides with his tail, without 
4 advancing a lingle flep towards us, 
4 though fo near him; till, fatisfied with 
4 his triumph, he returned flowly back 
4 to his den. 

4 It was a confiderable time before I 
4 could bring my wife to her fenfes. 
4 The conflict had been too violent for 
4 her tender frame. Her lpirits and 
4 flrength equally funk under it; funk, 
4 alasj never to recover. . Several rimes 
4 (he opened her eyes, and fixed them 
4 wildly on me; then, darting in the im- 
4 preffion of her fright, gave a feeble 
4 fbriek, and fwoontd away again. 

* M 
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• At length, (he became more com- 

* pofed $ but dill (he was unable to walk 5 

* and' every moment we delayed in- 

* creafed my fears of the return of the 

* Tartars, to revenge their leader^ 

* death. 

4 In this diftrefs, I happened to cad 
4 my eye upon the horfe or the raviflier, 
4 which his followers had, in their af- 

* fright, left behind them, tied to a tree} 
4 and, placing her with difficulty upon 

* him, walked by her fide, to encourage 

* and fupport her, till we arrived at the 
4 caravanfera. 

* This was the lad effort of her 
4 ftrength. The delicacy of tier foul wap 
f wounded by the bafe attempt of vio • 

( lation, and the affright had overflia- 
4 dowedher reafon. * 

4 For three days (he pined in my bo- 
4 fom} then drooping her head, like a lily 
4 torn from the root, expired without a 
4 druggie. 

4 My fituation can be conceived only 
4 by a feeling heart. O myZelis! thou 
4 wert the delight of my eyes, the hope 
4 and comfort of my life! 

4 I would’gladly have accompanied. 
4 her to the manfions of the bleffed} but 
4 piety, and my very lpve for her, equal- 
4 ly redrained me. 

4 Reafon had had time to refume her 
4 raleduringtheapproaches ofterdeath. 

4 The laws of our religion forbid us to 
4 (hed human blood, even in felf-de- 
4 fence. How then could I dare to (tain 

* my hands with my own* Eefides, who 
4 ftiould perform the lad rites to her dear 
4 remains, apd fprinklp her affies on this 
4 altar ? Who wopld perform the fame 
4 pious office for mpj that'I may. be re- 
4 united to her, pi)d to tfie ijed of our 
4 holy race?’’ 

4 I was convinced of my duty, and 
4 prepared to fulfil it. I waffied her 
4 ptire body with my tears} t wrapped 
4 it in precious fpices, which I received, 

4 in exchange for the horfe of the Tar- 
4 tar, from certain merchants in the ca- 
4 ravanfera} and, building a lofty pile of 
4 aromatick wcpds,,reduced it to allies, 

4 which I have this day fpread upon 
• c yonder faired ruins ofouraltar. 

4 This, 0 courteous Itrapger! is the 
4 (ermon of my woes, which, you fee, 

4 will admit of .no, relief. I now turn 
4 my face to our place of refuge in the 
4 mountains, there to devote the refidue 
4 of my unhappy days to the coiitempla-' 
4 tion of that Being, by whofe power, 
VOL. II. , 


4 and in whofe prdence only, I can be 
4 redored to happinefs,’ 

Though the hleart of Togrul fympa- 
thized with the unhappy fufferer, there 
were fome circumddnces in this dory 
•which affe&ed him in- a very different 
manner. 

As his reafon was convinced of tlje 
incomprelienfibleeflenceof the Deity, he 
confidered every aflimilation of him to 
obje&s of fenfe as the mod impious ab- 
furdity} and the very thought of paying 
to his creatures the adoration due onty 
to liimfeTf, (truck. him with facred hor¬ 
ror. 

As foon, therefore, as the Perfee had 
ended his melancholy narrative— 4 1 con- 
4 dole with you for your lofs,’ fpid he, 
4 O man of affli&ion! but I dare not 
4 offer'confolation before you have re- 
4 coriciled yourfelf to Heaven by a re- 
4 mmciation of thofe errors which have 
4 drawn it’s wrath upon your head. * 

4 You blindly miftake the creature for 
4 the Creator, and rob him of that wor- 
4 (hip which is his foie and incommuni- 
4 caple right.’ * ' 

Heavy as this charge was, the Perfee 
was not aba/hed. Fixing life eyes upon 
Togrul, with a modeft firmnefs;— 4 Mod 
4 unworthy of confolation fhould I cer- 
4 tainly bfe,’ he replied, 4 Ofevere judge! 

4 if I were guilty of the crime which you 
4 impute to me. But I exult in the aft 
4 furance that, on a moment’s reflection, 

4 you will yourfelf acquit me. 

Groundlefs is the accufation of our 
4 worth ipping any other object than the 
4 Deity himfelf, the Author and Life of 
4 the univerfe, and all it contains. 

4 VVe worfliip not his creatures} we 
* worfliip him in them. We worfhip 
4 him in the Sun, as the mod glorious of 
4 his works, the fountain of thatheat by 
4 which he animates all nature! We 
4 worfliip him in fire, as the fubflitute of 
4 the Sun, the vehicle in which heat isip- 
4 traded to our own management for the 
4 ufes qf life} and we keep that fire al- 
4 way & alive j in teftimbny of our grati- 
4 tiicfe for his fupporting our lives by it, . 
4 and as a memorial to him to continue 
4 that fupporti 

4 'Never has man fallen into fo grofs 
4 error, as to dire 61 his worfliip ultimate- 
4 ly to the works of his own hands, 

4 though the prefumption of ignorance 
4 hath often accufed liim of it. 

4 Adieu, O young man! Learn to 
4 judge lefs precipitately} and mav the 
P 4 Deity, 
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• Deity, whom all the world unites in 

• adonng, though under different fym- 

• bols, guide your fteps in fafety!’ 

It was fome time before Togrul reco¬ 
vered from the furprize with which this 
defence of tbe Perfee ftruck him. He 


INKLE an 

M R. Thomas Inkle, of London, 
aged twenty years, embarked in 
the Downs on the good (hip called the 
Achilles, bound for the Weft Indies, in 
order to improve his fortune by trade and 
merchandize. Our adventurer was the 
third (on of an eminent citizen, who had 
taken particular care to inftil into his 
mind an'early love of gun, by making 
him a perfect mailer of numbers, and 
ccnfequentiy giving him a quick view 
of lols and advantage, and preventing 
the natural impulles of his palfions by 
,prepofieflion towards his interells. With 
a mind thus turned, young Inkle had a 
pei Ton every way agreeable, a ruddy vi¬ 
gour in his countenance, (Length in his 
limbs, with ringlets of fair hair loofely 
flowing on his (houlders. It happened, 
in the cowrie of the voyage, that the Achil¬ 
les, in fome diftrefs, put into a creek on 
the main of America, in fearch of provi- 
fxons. The youth who is the hero of my 
ftory, among others, went aihore on this 
occafion. From their firft landing they 
were obferved by a party of Indians, 
who hid themfelves in the woods for that 
pnrpofe. TheEugli fh unadvifedly march¬ 
ed a great diftance from the fhore into 
the country, and were intercepted by the 
natives, who flew the greateft number of 
them. Our adventurer efcaped, among 
ot hers, by flying into a foreft. Upon his 
coming info a remote and pathlefs part 
of the wood, he threw himfelf, tired, and 
breathleis, on a little hillock, when an 
Indian maid rallied from a thicket be¬ 
lli nd him. After the firft furprize, they 
appeared mutually agreeable to each 
other. If the European was highly 
Charmed with the limbs, features, and 
wild graces, of the naked American; the 
American ?vas no let's taken with the 
drefs, complexion, and lhape, of an Eu¬ 
ropean covered from head to foot. The 
Indian grew immediately enamoured of 
him, and confequently folicitous for his 
prefer vat ion: (he therefore conveyed him 


examined it with candid attention; and, 
though be was far from thinking it fa- 
tisfa&ory, it determined him never more 
to condemn any man for differing in 
opinion with him. 


i YARICO. 

to a cave, where Ihe gave him ^delicious 
repaft of fruits, and led him to a ftream, 
to flake his thirft. In the midft of thefe 
good offices, (he would lometimes play 
with his hair, and delight in tbe oppofi- 
tion of it’s colour to that of her fingers; 
then open his bofom, then laugh at him 
for covering it. She was, it feems, a per- 
lbn of diftin&ion, for (he every day came 
to him in a different drefs, of the moft 
beautiful (hells, bugles, and bredes. She 
likewife brought him a great many fpoils, 
which her other lovers had prefented to 
her; fo that his cave was richly adorned 
with all the fpottcd fltins of beads, and 
moft party--coloured feathers of fowls, 
which that world afforded. To make 
his confinement more tolerable, (he would 
carry him in the dulk of the evening, or 
by the favour of the moon-light, to un¬ 
frequented groves and folitudes, and (hew 
him where to lie down in fafety, and deep 
amid ft the falls of waters and melody 
of nightingales. Her part was to watch 
and hold him awake in her arms, for fear 
of her countrymen; and awake him on 
pccafions, to confult his fafety. In this 
manner did the lovers pafs away their 
time, till they had learned a language of 
their own, in which the voyager com¬ 
municated to his miftrefs, how nappy he 
fliould be to have her in his own country, 
where (he fliould be cloathed in fuch filks 
as his waiftcoat was made of, and be car¬ 
ried in houfes drawn by horfes, without 
being expofed to wind and weather. All 
this ne promifed her the enjoyment of, 
without fuch fears and alarms as they 
were tormented with. In this tender cor- 
refpondence thefe lovers lived for feveral 
months, when Yarico, inftrufled by her 
lover, difeovered a vpflel on the coaft, to 
which flie made fignals; and in the night, 
with the utmoft joy and fatisfa&iou, ac¬ 
companied him to a (hip's crew of hi$ 
countrymen, bound for Barbadoes. 
When a veflel from tbe main arrives in 
that ifland, it feems the planters come 

down 
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town to the (here, where there is an im¬ 
mediate market of the Indiana and other 
Haves, as with us of horfes and oxen. 

To be Ihort; Mr. Thomas Inkle, now* 
coming into Englifh territories, began 
ferioufly to reflect upon his lofs of time, 
and to weigh with himfelf how many 
days interelf of his money he had loft 
during his ftay with Yarico. This 
•thought made fhc young naan very pen- 


117 

li ve, and careful what account he ftiould 
be able to give his friends of his voyage. 
Upon which confideration, the prudent 
and frugal young man fold Yanco to a 
Barbadian merchant; notwithstanding 
the poor girl, to commiferate her condi¬ 
tion, told him that (he was with child by 
him : tpit he only made ufe of that in* 
format ion to rife in his demands upon 
the purchafcr. * 


ANGELICA* 

oa, THE 

MUNIFICENT HEIRESS. 
BY MR. HAYLEY. 


A NGELICA was the only child of 
a worthy gentleman, who, having 
loft his wife, and dying himfelf during 
the infancy of his daughter, left her, with 
an eftate ef about a thoufand a year, to 
the care of his moft intimate friend, a 
man of great integrity and benevolence, 
with a moderate fortune and a numerous 
family. Angelica grew up in the moft 
affe&ionate intimacy with all the children 
of her excellent guardian; but her fa¬ 
vourite friend was his eldeft daughter, 
whom we will call Fauftina. She was 
born in the fame year with Angelica, 
and pofleffed the fame intelligent l'weet- 
nefs of temper, with the additional ad¬ 
vantages of a beautiful countenance and 
a majeftick. perlon. Angelica had never 
any claim to either of thefe perfections r 
her ftature was rather below the common 
fize; and her features, though foftened 
by modefty, and animated by a lively 
uaderftanding, were neither regular nor 
handfome; but, from the tenor of her 
life, it may .be tjueftioned, if any female 
ever pofleffed a more beautiful foul. At 
the age of twenty-three (he continued to 
/ refide in the houle of her guardian, when 
a young man of pleafing perfon and moft 
engaging manners, to whom we will give 
the name of Eumenes, became a very af- 
fiduous viiiter at that houfe. He was a 
man of the faireft chara&er, but of a 
narrow fortune; and many good people, 
who fuppofed him enamoured of Ange¬ 
lica’s eftate, began to senfure (he guardian 
of that lady for encouraging the preli¬ 
minary fteps to fo unequal a match: they 
even foretold, as Eumenes was particu¬ 
larly attentive to Angelica, and often 


alone with her, that the young gentlemait 
would foon fettle himfelFin life, by elop¬ 
ing with the heirefs. Her guardian, who 
governed all his houlhold by gentlenefs' 
and affeCtion, had too much confidence 
ih his ward to apprehend fuch an events 
but he began to think, that a feri qus and 
mutual pafiion was taking root in the 
bofom of each party; an opinion in which 
he was confirmed, by obferving, that 
while his daughter was engaged in a dif- 
tant vifit of fome weeks, Eumenes con¬ 
tinued to frequent the houfe with his 
ufual afliduity, and feemed to court the 
lociety of Angelica. The old gentleman 
was, however, miftaken in one part of 
his conjecture; for Eumenes only fought 
the company of Angelica as the fenfible 
and pleafing friepd of his abfent favou¬ 
rite: but, as he had not yet confeffed 
his love/ the gentle Angelica, like her 
guardian, misinterpreted his afiiduity, 
and conceived for nim the tendered af¬ 
fection; which, with her ufual frank- 
nefs, (he determined to impart to her dear 
Fauftina, as feonas Ihe returned. From 
this refolution (he was-accidentally di¬ 
verted by a joyous confufion, which dif* 
covered itfelf both in the features and 
behaviour of Fauftina; who, on the very 
day of her return, eagerly put a letter in¬ 
to the hand of Angelica, and requefted 
her to read it in h’er chamber, while Ihe 
flew to converle in private with her fa¬ 
ther oh it’s important contents. The 
•letter was from Eumenes. It contained 
a paflionate declaration of his attachment 
to Fauftina, and a very romantick plan 
to facilitate their fpeedy marriage. What 
the feelings of Angelica muft have been 
Fa in 
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5 n the berufal of thi? letter, I (hall leave 
the lively female Imagination to fuppofe ; 
and only lay that, having fubdued all 
traces or her own painful emotion before 
Fauftrtu had finifeed l\er conference with 
her father, fee.entered their apartment. 
She found her friend in tears, and the be¬ 
nevolent old gentleman endeavouring to 
make his agitated daughter Anile again, 
by treating tlfepropofal as a je^, and de¬ 
claring that he would confent to the union 
of two tender romantick lovers as foon 
as they could marry without a profpeft 
of ftarving; which, he faid, from the ex¬ 
pectations of Eumenes, they might pof- 
libly accomplife in the courfe of twenty 
years! The generous Angelica inftjfet- 
lv became the patronels of Eumenes and 
Fauftina: fee interceded for their being 
immediately allowed to form the happi- 
«£l's ©f each other; and, to obviate every 
parental objection to the match, fee in- 
filled qh fettling.half her fortune upon 
them, with a pfopofal of becoming a part 
of their family^ 

. The guardian of Angelica treated W 
romantjek idea with a mixture of admi¬ 
ration and ridicule. Eumenes ancfFau- 
ltina regarded it with the molt fenous 
gratitude; but, at the fame time, rejeCled 
the too generous offer with a refelutipn 
fo noble and fincere, that it increafed the 
ardrntdefire which Angelica felt to make 
her own eafy fnitune the foie inftrpment 
of their, general happinefs: but ail her 
liberal efforts for this purpofe were as li¬ 
berally pppoled; and all fee could obtain 
was, .a promife from, her guardian to 
-allow the lovers to cherife their aifeClion 
for each other, and to marry as foon as 
Eumenes, who had juft taken orders, 
feould obtain preferment fufficient to 
fupport a wife. This, however was an 
event which the worthy father of Fauftina, 
had not the happinefs of feeing: he died 
in the following year; and Angelica,who 
had no longer. any controuler to appre¬ 
hend in the management of her fortune, 
renewed her former generous proposal to 
her friends. They perfevered _ in their 
magnanimous refufal of her bounty, 
though fume family circumftances made 
them peculiarly anxious to fettle together 
as foon as poflible on any flender pro- 
vifipn. An event, however, foon hap¬ 
pened, which enabled them to. marry 
without any trefpafs on the rules of oeco- 
nomical iiferetiony Eumenes was unex¬ 
pectedly prefer, sd to one of the moft va¬ 
riable livings in the kingdom, by a no¬ 


bleman, who profeffed to give it him in 
confluence of a juvenile and almoft for¬ 
gotten friendfeip with his deceafed fa¬ 
ther. This furprizing ftroke of good 
fortune made the lovers and their fym- 
pathetick friend compleatly happy. The 
wedding was foon adjufted. Angelica 
fettled hcrfelf in a pleafant villa within a 
few miles of the wealthy reftor, who was 
furrounded in a few years with a very 
promifing family: fee feared, and contri¬ 
buted not a little to the happinefs of her 
friends, being frequently at their houfe^ 
and, when fee returned to her own, being 
conftantly accompanied by one or two 
of the little ones. She had a peculiar 
delight, and w&s f fingularly fkilful, in the 
cultivation of young minds. She re- 
je&ed feveral offers of marriage; and her 
^general anfwer was, that fee would 
never change her ftate, becaufe fee al¬ 
ready enjoyed the higheft pleafure that 
human life can beftow,. m the (hare 
Which her friends allowed her to take in 
the education of their lovely children. 
Cumenes and Fauftina vied' with each 
other in doing juftice to the virtues and 
talents of this admirable woman; and, 
through many years of the moft familiar 
apid friendl) intercourfe with her, they 
continued to regard her .with increafiag 
efteem: yet fee had feme fecret merits, to 
which they were utter ftrangers . till 
death had robbed them for ever of her 
engaging feciety. 

, About four years ago, the excellent • 
Angelica contracted an epidemical fever, I 
and departed to a better world, at the age ; 

of forty-feven. She left the bulk of her j 

fortune to be. divided equally among the j 
children of, Fauftina; and there was 
found, in a little cabinet which contained 
her will, the following 'extraordinary \ 

letter to that lady. 

MY VERY DEAR FRIEND! ^ 

TJ A.V IN G enjoyed your entire con- 

fidence from our infancy, I think ) 
myfelf bound tp apologize to you for 
having returned it, d ur »ng feveral years, 
with difguife and deluftop. Be not 
ftai tied 4 at this fui prizing intelligence— 
Bu^why do I fey fla*'tled ? The moments 
for fuch terror will be paft, and you will 
be able to feel only a melancholy, ten- 
dernef^ towards your beloved Angelica, 
when, you read this paper,"as it is not to ’ 
reaclVyou till fee is no more: perhaps it 
may never reach you; yet I hope 
1 pray to Heaven that you may furvive 
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ANGELICA, 


me* ^and in that comfortable expedition 
1 (hall here pour forth to you my whole 
Jleart. t 1 

You may remember that, when we 
were firft enlivened by the acquaintance 
of Eumenes, I was frequently rallied 
©n his attention to ipe: as that attention 
was fufficient to mi (lead the vanity of 
any girl, I need not bluflt in confefling 
to you it's effed upon me—I forgot, in 
your abfence, the fuperiorjty of your at¬ 
tractions; and, creduloully fuppofing 
that the affeCtion of Eumenes was lettled 
on myfelf, I haftily gave him my heart. 
As I never defigmd, however, that this 
fooliih heart fhould hide any >of it’s 
foibles from my Fauftina, I was pre¬ 
paring to tell you the true ftate of it, 
when you imparted to me the Appriz¬ 
ing, important letter, which declared 
the wifer choice of Eumenes. Yes, 
my dear, I fay fincerely, the wifer choice, 
and (hall prove it fo. Remember that 
I am now fpeaking as from the grave, 
and you will not fufpeCt me of flat-, 
tery.—But, to return to that heart- 
fearching letter: I will confefs to you, 
that I wept bitterly for fome minutes, 
as (bon ps I had firft perufed it. I felt 
as foolifli as a child who, having built 
for the firft time a caftle of cards, fees it 
fuddenly overthrown. But my heart 
foon corre&ed tfie errors of my vain ima¬ 
gination: I began to commune with my 
own foul; I faid to rnyfelf-^-* Why am I 
4 thus mortified ? What is my with? Is 

* it not to fee and make Eumenes hap- 

* py ? And is not this (till in my power ? 
4 Not, indeed, as a wife, fince he has 

* judiciotllly chofen a lovely girl, much 

* more likely to fucceed in that character; 
4 but (till as the friend of two excellent 
4 creatures, formed for each other, anti 

* equally dear to me.’ It was thils I 
rtafcmed with myfelf. My benevolence 
"and my pride were highly flattered in 
this fell-debate; and it gave me fpirit to 
aCl towards you both in the manner you 
well remember. It hurt me much to find 
that my darling prop.ofal for your fpeedy 
union was thwarted fo long? (hall I fay, 
by your noblenefs of nature, or by your 
falfe delicacy ? I believe I called it at the 
time by the latter name, being thoroughly 
uerfuaded that, in your condition, I would 
have accepted from you the offer which 
I made. At length, however, the time 
arrived, in which I wa& enabled to ac+ 
complifh, in a manner unknown to you, 
the darling obje& of my ambition. 

A&>w me, my deareft friends, to 


!!) 


boaft in this paper, that I haye been tlte 
inviiible architect of the happinefs winch 
we have now enjoyed together for many 
years.' It was the unfeen hand of your 
Angelica that made you the happy with 
of Eumenes, by placing him in that pre¬ 
ferment to which his virtues have given 
him fo juft a title. How I was fortu¬ 
nately enabled to make, and to conceal 
fo defirable a purchafe, you will perfcdJy 
comprehend from the collection of pa¬ 
pers which I (hail leave in the cabinet 
with my will and this letter. As long 
as the difcovery could wound your honeft 
pride, by a load of imaginary obliga¬ 
tions, I determined never to make it; but, 
fo ftrange is human pride 1 we are never 
hurt by the idea of obligation to the dead? 
and remember, as I faid, once before, 
that I am now fpeaking from the grave* 
By this conduCt I am humouring, atone 
and the fame time, both-your pride and 
my own; for I will here avow, that I 
am very ambitious of increaling, after 
my death, that pure anti perfect regard 
which ye have botfi (hewn, through the 
courfe of many focial years, to your 
living Angelica. But, while I am thus 
foficirfng an increafe of your affection, 
let me guard that very affeCtion from one 
painful excefs. I know you both fo 
well, that I am aJmolt fufeyou will ex¬ 
claim together, on firft reading thefe pa¬ 
pers— ‘ Good G6d! what a genefou* 

4 creature, to make fuch a facrifice of 
e lierfelf for our fakes!’ But, affection¬ 
ate as thefe expreflions may I>e, they 
will be far from juft. Be allured, 
dear friends—and I now fpeak the lan¬ 
guage of fober reaibn—>1 have made no 
facrifice; fo far from it, I am convinc¬ 
ed, from a long and ferrous fufvey of 
human life, that the molt felfifhand 
worldly being could not have purfhed 
any fyftem more conducive to their own 
private intereft and advantage thanoninb 
has been. You will agree with fee in 
this truth, when I impart to you fome of 
my own phiiofophical remarks. I will 
begin with one of the moft important, 
and it will furpriae you:'fit is* this. I am 
thoroughly convinced, that I (houldnOt 
have been happy, had I been what l 
once ardently hoped to be, the wife of 
Eumenes. Hear my reaibn, and fub^ 
feribe to it’s truth. Amiable as he is, 
he is a little hafty in his temper ; and 
this cir cum fiance would have been A»f* 
ficient to make us unhappy: for, even, 
fuppofing I had been able to treat it with 
the indulgent good fenfe of his gentle 
Fauftina, 
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Fauftina, yet all the good-humour that 
I could have put, on fuch occafions, into 
Jny homely vifage, would have had but 
a flow effect in fupprefling thofe frequent 
fparks of irritation, which are extin- 
guifhed in a moment by one of her lovely 
finiles. Take it, my dear, as one of 
my maxims, that every man of hafty 
fpirit ought to have a very handfome 
wife: for, though fenfe and good tem¬ 
per in the lady may be the eflential re¬ 
medies for tnis mafculine foible 5 yet, 
believe me* their operation iscjuickened 
tenfold by the heart-piercing light of a 
beautiful countenance. I was led to this 
remark by a very painful fcene which 
once patted between Eumenes and me: 
he*was angry with me for taking the 
' part of his fon Charles, in a little dis¬ 
pute between them; and, though I ar¬ 
gued the point with him very calmly, he 
faid (harply, after the boy had quitted 
the room, that I (hewed, indeed, much 
fondnefs to the child, but no true friend- 
fhip to the father. The expreflion ftung 
me fo deeply, that I no longer retained 
a perfeCl command over my own temper; 
and, to convince him of the truth and 
the extent of that friendttiip which he 
arraigned fo itnjuftly, I (hould certainly 
have betrayed the darling fecret of my 
life, which I had refolved to keep in¬ 
violate to the end of my days, had not 
the fudden appearance of my dear Fau¬ 
ftina fuggefted to me all the affeClionate 
reafons for my fecrefy, and thus reftoied 
me to myfelf. Her (miles now (hewed 
their very great fuperiority over my ar¬ 
guments; for, almoft without the aid of 
words, but with a fweetnefs of manner 
peculiar to herfelf, (he reconciled, in a 
few minutes, the too hafty father, not 
only to poor Charles, but to the more 
chifditti Angelica. This, I believe, was 
the only time that I was in danger of 
betraying a fecret which I had, I think, 
judictoully im poled upon myfelf; for my 
difguife on this point, as it equally con¬ 
futed our mutual pride and delicacy— 
whether true or falfe delicacy, no mat¬ 
ter—has, I conceive, been very favour¬ 
able to our general happinefs: to my 
- own, I am fure it has. In ill thofe mo¬ 
ments of fpleen or depreflion, to which, 
I believe, every mortal is in fome degree 
fubjeCl, nothing has relieved me fo much' 
as the animating recolle&ion, that I have 
been the unknown archite&of my friends 
# felicity. There is fomething angelick 
in the idea, fupremely flattering to the 


honeft pride of a feeling heart. Yet, 
pleafed as I have ever been with the re¬ 
view of my own conduct, which the 
world might deride as romantick, I would 
by no means recommend it to another* 
female in my iituation; not from an idea 
that (he might not be as diflnterefted as 
myfelf, but lett in her friend (he (hould 
not find, a Fauftina; for it has not been 
my own virtue, but the virtues of my 
lovely, inimitable friend, which have 
given the full fuccefs to my project. Had 
my Fauftina and Eumenes lived, like 
many other married folks, in feenes of 
frequent bickering or debate, I (hould, 

I doubt not, like many other good fpin- 
fters, who are witneffes of fuch connu- , 
bial altercation, have entertained the vain 
idea that I could have managed the tem¬ 
per of the lordly creature much better j 
and, of courfe, (hould hhve been very 
reliefs that I was not his wife: but, to 
do full juftice to the uncommon merits 
of my incomparable Fauttina, I here 
mod folemnly declare to her, I never, 
fince her marriage, beheld or thought of 
her and Eumenes without a full per- 
fuafion that Heaven had made them for 
each other.—But it is high time to finifl* 
this Angular confeflion, in which, per¬ 
haps, I have indulged myfelf too long, 

I will only add my prayers, that Heaven 
may continue health and human hap¬ 
pinefs to my two friends, beyond the 
period afligned to my mortal exiftencej 
and that, whenever I may ceafe to enjoy 
their friendttiip on earth, they will ten¬ 
derly forget all the foibles, and mutually 
cheriih the memory, of their affectionate 
Angelica, 

This generous old maid difplayed 
v alfo in her will, which flic compofed her¬ 
felf, many touching marks of her af¬ 
fectionate fpirit, The houfe in which 
(he refided, (he left as a little legacy to 
Fauftina; and requefted her friends to 
remove into it upon her deceafe, that 
Fauftina might hot beexpofed to a more 
painful removal, if (he (hould happen to 
furvive her hufband. As (he knew that 
a compliance with this requeft would 
lead her friends into fome depreflive fen- 
fations, (he contrived to furnifh them 
with an engaging, though melancholy 
occupation^ by requefting them to build 
a kind of monument to‘ herfelf, under 
the form of a little temple to friendttiip, 
on a favourite fpot in the garden. 

Nothing, perhaps, can equal the un¬ 
common 
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common generoGty of Angelica, but the menes Teem to think no plealure equal to 
tender and unafFetted i’orrow with which that of doing jullice to her merit, and 
her lofs has been lamented. The mod proclaiming their' unexampled ©bliga- 
Cri vial of her requeds has been religioufly tions to their departed friend, ' 
•bferved; and the whole family of Ea- 


J E S S I M A. 

BY THE REV. MR. MOIR. 


E VERY good and amiable quality 
was united in this charming crea*- 
ture: the exquifite beauty of her perfon 
was an emblem of the purity and in¬ 
nocence of her mind; and, notwith- 
ftanding the pofleflion of a fplendid for- 
ture, with it’s correipondent advantages, 
her heart was tremblingly alive to every 
vibration of fyropathy and pity. 

\ Jeflima was born in the country, of 
reputable parents, who both died while 
(he was in a date of infancy. Her aunt, 
an old lady, who lived on a decent com¬ 
petence in the neighbourhood, pleafed 
with the attractive elegance of her fair 
niece, took her home, for the purpofe of - 
having her educated in every laudable 
and polite accomplifhment under her 
own immediate direction. 

It was in this retired and happy fitua* 
tion that (he matured thofe virtues and 
graces, thofe artlefs and engaging man¬ 
ners, thofe foftnefles and delicacies of 
nature and deportment, which captivated 
every one who knew her, and mfpired 
all her acquaintance with the warmeft in- 
tereft in her fortunes. 

'Her aunt, to wfiofe attentions (he was 
(b much indebted,, regarded the riling 
excellencies of the beauteous Jeflima 
with delight. The contemplation of her 
virtues filled the placid evening of the 
good old- lady’s days with ferenity and 
pleafure. In their rural walks, (he en¬ 
tertained her tender charge with a recital 
of whatever her experience afforded, in 
leflons of the moft eafy* and pleafing in- 
ftru&jon; and in this manner moulded 
her young heart to early and *mafFe£led 
. virtue. 

She had but iuft entered her teeps 
when her only uncle returned from In¬ 
dia, and brought with him an immenfs 
fortune. He was charmed to find Jeflima 
fo exaCl an image of her mother, of whom 
the old gentleman had been always paf- 
fronately fond. He inftantly purchafed 
a beautiful villa, where he carried his 


filler and his niece; and, obferving the 
liberality of Jeflima’s difpofition, put it 
in her power to indulge it without re* 
fir i 61 ion. * 

This fudden change of fortune pro¬ 
duced no alteration in her manners, 
which became, if poflible, more con- 
delcendi'ng than before. Her inquiries 
concerning the miferablewere only more 
con ft ant, and her beneficence more ex* 
tenfive. 

Her aunt died while Jeflima was io 
her fifteenth year; and the day of the 
poor old lady's death, in the revolution 
of the fubfequent years, was to Jeflima 
a day of abttinence and falutary medi¬ 
tation. 

She had fcarcely difeontinued her 
mourning for the demile of fo valuable a 
relation, when her uncle addrefled her 
one morning, a<vthey fat by themfelves 
at breakfaft, in the following manner—- 
* You are now, my dear Jeflima, the 

* foie heirefs of my fortune. All the 

* property of our family will eventually 

* centre in you. My growing infirmities 

* afford me an hourly warning that I 

* muft foon be gathered to mj fathers . 

* This makes me extremely anxious to 
4 fee you fettled in life. Your accom- 

* pliftiments, as well as your fortune, 

* will entitle'you to a match among ,?a- 

* milies of the firft rank in the king- 

* dom; and young Lord Townly has 
‘ for fome time profefled the niofivio* 

* lent attachment to your perfon, though 

* my refpeCl for the memory of your 

* worthy and amiable aunt would not 
c permit me to difclofe the circumltancef 

* before.’ 

Jeflima was fo much aftoni(hed at this 
unexpected difeovery, that (he remained 
for fome moments filent, and at length 
dropped in fen Able from her chair. Her 
uncle, equally grieved and alarmed by 
the apparent anguilh into which his pro- 
pofal had thrown the lovely girl, watched 
the reiteration of her fenfes with eager- 

nefs 
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jjefs and (blicitude He had Toon the hap- * intention, but happinefs belongs notto 
pinefs of feeing her revive, and inftantly * fuch a wretch as I am.’ • 
embraced her with tears of joy. Jeflima remained fiient; but her uncle 

She then unbofomed herftlf to her entreated Mr. Wills to make him ac- 
wncle without referve. She did not think tjuainted with the hiftory of hi$ forrows. 
it confident with her dutv to harbour * My fori. Sir,’rejoined the Quaker, 
even a thought with which he was un- * who never difobeyed the wtfhes of his 
acquainted. The gentleman who farm- 4 parents, and who was the comfort of 
«d heraunt’s eftate had an only fon, who, 4 our declining age, had formed an at- 
long before her uncle's arrival in Eng- * tachment with a young woman, from 
land, had frequently enjoyed the plea- • the time of his being a boy at fchool) 
fure of her fociety. The great qualities * but (he is become of late fo rich, by 
md engaging difpofition of this young * the arrival of a wealthy unde from 
HUM nude an indelible impredion on her 4 India, that we have not been able, for 
limit aft a time when his fortune was * above a twelvemonth, to hear any dd- 
likely to be much fuperior to her owjq^ 5 ings of her fituarion. My poor boy 
U an early ilage of this fond intercourfe * has been all that time iu a (late of dii- 
they had exchanged the mod folemn pro- * tra&ion. He wandered from home about 
miles of eternal fidelity to each other, 4 two days ftnee, and we know noft 
with the confent of her aunt, but greatly 4 whither he is gone, or what may have 
againft the (evere will of the young man's 4 befallen him: we have fent every where 
father. 4 in fearch of him; but, alas l it was 

When Jeffima’s uncle was made ac- 4 without fuccefs.' 
quainted with the real date of her mind, ' The extreme affti&ion of Jeflima, at 
the good old gentleman defided from this affe$ing narrative, foon difeovered 
any farther importunity on the fubjeft— who the drangers were. She was inune* 

* God forbid,’ faid he, * that my for- diately conveyed to the houfe, without 

* tune,, which I hope will prove a blef- any evident figns of Ijfe. By the greated 
4 fing to your youth, Ihould be the bane afliduity and tendemefs, the fond maid 

* of your fel icitv! * began to revive; and was in the aft of ek- 

In confequence of this declaration, plaining the true reafons for her difeon- 

they fet out next morning on a vifit to tinning the correfpondence with young 
farmer Wills, whofe houfe was fituated Wills for fo long a period, when the fatal 
about thirty miles didant. They met news was brought that his body had 
the old man before they arrived at his been found lifelefs in a river at fome dii- 
boufe, hut he was not acquainted with tance. 

the perfons of either Jeflima or her uncle. An account of the horrid cataftrophe 
4 We are come, Mr. Wills,’ faid the had fcarcely aflailed her ear, when poor 
nabob, 4 to make you happy.’ Jeflima gave a loud <hriek,jmd expired. 

< Friend,’ replied the other, without They were both buried in one grave; and 
moving his hat, for he was one of the peo- the tale of their unfortunate loves will 
pie called Quakers, 4 I know not who never be forgotten on the banks of the 
« thou art; I thank' thee for thy good Medway. 


PRINCE VIOUL IS. 

AN ORIENTAL TALE. 

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH OF. N. DE BONNEVILLE. 
BY FRANCIS ASHMORE, ESQ. 

H AZEM was king of Samarcande, never once entered bis mind. He was 
and he governed his dominions in feared, and he was loved, by his enemies; 
peace. He had made himfelf refpe&ed and his fubje&$, ienfible of the m 3 ivy 
by His neighbours; but the idea of en- bleflings which they derived from his 
larging the boundaries of his own pof- reign, bad named him Hazem the Good, 
ftlfions, by encroachments on theirs, had In fliort, he enjoyed that extreme of hu» 

man 
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Uriah ftBtity, which is fo feldom die lot 
kings* 

- Hasem had an only £on; and, conie-* 
cjuentiy, nothing was negle&ed in hisr 
education. Vioulis was not committed 
to the care of a dervife; and, though a 
prince, was an amiable young man. 

The only paflion of the royal youth 
Was that of glory; and his chief delight 
Was in the recitals of the bloody battles, 
and innumerable conquers, ot the great 
iCing MahpouLhar, the great KingTra- 
£a-Long, and the great King Hiolam. 
We Europeans, it is true, hardly know 
the names of thefe immortal potentates; 
hut the annals of Samarcande, now un¬ 
fortunately loft, were filled with their 
famous exploits. 

The too highly extolled a&ions- of 
•hefc mighty heroes lighted up an ardent 
fame in the bofom of the young prince; 
and rendered the ina&ivity to which his 
father’s pacifick fentiments confined him, 
extremely irkfome. 

. Onefine evening, in die fpring, as Vi¬ 
oulis fat alone on the declivity of a little 
hill near Saraarcande, leaning on a roil 
of the Samarcandiai} annals, and griev¬ 
ously refle&ing on the obfcurity of his 
youth, a venerable old man fuddenly ap¬ 
peared before him. 

The fage wore a long flowing robe of 
celeftiai blue; his features were refplen* 
dent with light; and his diver beard de¬ 
scended in ringlets to his waift, which 
was encircled with diamonds. 

* « Who are you, my friertd?’ fhid the 
old man; 4 you appear to me in great af- 

* fli&ion.' 

4 I know not who you are, good and 

* venerable fage?* 

* The fage is him who is not known; 

4 who is little defirbustobe fo; and who, 

* to be happy, needs not the favour of 

* kings. I pity the wretched, and feme- 

* times give them advice; not for my own 
4 honour, but for their advantage. Tell 

* me, then, the caufe of your fadnefs ?* 

* I want employment.* 

* Of what kind?* 

* « Such as may announce to the afto- 
4 nifhed world, that there exifts a Prince 
*« ViouIisT 

~ ** Biit how far are you defirous that 
4 the knowledge of your name fhould ex - 

* tend?’ • 

* The farther the better.* 

-• You with, then, that all the people 
0 in theuniverfe fhouid know and fpeak 
*4 of you?' 

• Voi.IL 


Ml 

4 Yes, all; if it be pofEble.’ 

4 And what would you do for the at- 
< tainment of your wifh?* 

* I would perform exploits which 

* fhouid aftonim the moft valiant.* 

4 In battle, no doubt! Conquefts* 
c which fhould dethrone kings, and bind 
4 whole nations in chains ?* 

4 Is it pofflble that you canread hearts t 
1 Give, me, venerable fage, your advice; 
4 for a fecretflame confumes me.* 

4 Rife, thenl* ftid the old man; and; 
in penfive filence, he walked with him 
for 1‘ome time on the hill. 

Night now advanced, and Vioulis was 
unable to penetrate the myftery of this 
unaccountable neferve: yet his heart was 
already full of confidence in the ftran- 
ger’s counfel; for which he impatiently 
waited; and he felt a profound refpelt, 
which he had never before entertained for 
any perfon whatever. 

* I am going to inftru& thee, Vioulis,* 
faid the fage; c liften, therefore, with 
4 attention. Let us fit down on this lit* 
4 tie hill.* 

The modeft Vioulis feated himfelf by 
the fide of his venerable companion. 

4 Look at thatmajeftick moon! How 
4 tranquil fhe is! And fee, all around 
4 her, the ftars, and the beautiful fkyi 
4 The ftar. which you perceive below, 

4 apparently within half an inch of Si- 

* rius, is in reality fo far diftant from 
4 Sirius, that the rays which this day 
4 left that ftar, though they dart in on* 

4 minute more than three hundred Sa- 
4 marcandian leagues, could not arrive 
4 as far as Sirius in lefs than eight mil- 
4 lion revolving years, as well by your 
4 computation as ours. Should that 
4 ftar, therefore, become one day. ex- 
4 tinft, it’s rays muft doubflefs conti- 
4 nue to enlighten Sirius eightthou (and 
4 years, after the ftar itfelf was no 
4 more.* 

Vioulis fighs with aftonifhment. 

4 That ftar, which is called Haro,* con¬ 
tinued the fage, 4 is a fun, round which 
4 fifty-one planets’ revolve. Among 
4 thefe planets, or worlds, there is one 
4 called the Imbecile, and which has 
4 eight moons. The Imbecile planet is 
4 rather more than ten million times the 
4 fize of this globe, and contains many 
4 felf-deemed rational beings. The Im- 
4 becilians, however, are only fixty yard» 

4 high, have but fixteen fcnfts, and do 
4 not live longer than thrte ages; while 
4 the inhabitants of the other fifty pla- 

ft. 
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nets art for the mod part two hundred 
4 alts in height, and live from twenty to 

* thirty thoufand centuries. Notwith- 
4 ftanding this inferiority, the poor Im- 

* becilians imagine the whole univerfe is 

* created for them alone: and they are 

* weak enough to think, that Haro, and 
4 the eighteen mooqs ; dnd the fifty pla¬ 
cets; and the millions of dart which 
4 their little telefcopes, not above a quar- 

* ter of a league in length, enable them 
4 to difeover} and, in fhort, all the dars 
4 feen both by day and by night, are pla- 

* ced in the Armament for no other pur- 

* pofe than to give them light.* 

Vioulis, who had already crept clofe 

to the venerable fage, hardly dared to 
breathe. 

' 4 There are,’proceeded the fage, 4 in 
4 the Itjibecile planet, fcveral millions of 
4 nations; all different, and all barba- 

* rous. Some, however,, are called ci- 

* v dried; and thefe civilized nations^ 
4 who believe themfelves to be the belt 
4 people in the world, the mod adonifh- 

* ing works of the creation, are in reality 

* a.‘ very drange fpecies of animals. 

* Every year, for example, on a certain 

* day, to dwiondrate their joy, they 

* bruife their nofes with little dones; a 
4 praftice which has no other merit, than 

* that of taking away the very (mail de- 

* gree of underftanding they originally 
4 poffeffed. Certain feciet fprings in this 

* Imbecile planet, fuddeniy elevate the 
4 fird comer fo high, that he has no more 
4 ui’e of his fight, than if he were quite 
4 blind: theie happy men are deno- 
4 minated the privileged tribunes with 
4 fixteen fenfes; and yet, very often, all 
4 thefe tribunes together do not polfefs 

* common fenfe. 

* Their dervifes, for they alfo have 
4 their dervifes,are divided between Jda 
4 and Oda. Thefe two words have no 

* meaning in their language; but, not- 

* withdanding that material circum- 
dance, the Imbecilians, merely for the 

4 difference between them, have mafia- 
4 cred, poifoned, and heartily curled, 

* each other, for thirty thoufand ages. 

4 They have laws; but it requires ten 
4 ages to read them, twenty ages to com- 

* piehend them, and a thoufand ages to 
apply them with judice. . 

4 Yet, all the while, my dear Vioulis, 

* they ipeak with theutmod difdain 

* of th£ other barbarous nations, and 

* modedly call themlclves the mod per- 
4 left works of the creation. 


’ * Anciently,’ continued the fage* * then* 

* were, in the Imbecile planet, certain r 

* felf-dearned human beings, defirous to J 

* acquire what they called glory; who 

* marched forth, with many millions of 

* armed men, to fubdue all the nations 
4 of their planet. In the fhort fpace of 

* their reign of two thoufand years, thefe 
4 conquerors could only diicover about 
4 a thoufandth part of the Imbecilians y 
4 and, in this purfuit, they carried fire 
4 and fword, and all the horrors and 

deflations of war, into millions of 
4 flouridling cities, the inhabitants of 
4 which had no other earthly fault, than f 
4 that of wanting Arength or artifice, to \] 
4 gibbet before their walls the fcoun- 
4 arels who deftroyed them.* 

Vioulis, full of adonifhraent, ventured’ 
to raifc his eyes towards the fage; and 
hardly could they fudain the radiance of 
his augud features. t, 

4 A good king, fatisfied with the lk 
4 mits of his own empire, and defpifing 
4 thefe pretended heroick aft ions, is fel- 
4 dom ieen in the Imbecile planet: as if j 
4 the miferies of mankind conftituted the 
4 glory of great kings!* 

Vioulis looked up, and bis refpe&ful . j 
eye furveyed the thoufands of dars. j 

4 The Imbecile planet is named the ! 

4 Madhoufe of the Creation. What de 
4 you call your little planet ? and have 
4 you any conquerors ?—But you (hall 
4 be a good king, Vioulis; you fhall be 
4 jud and amiable; a lover of the arts, ; - 
4 worthy to proteft them; and men fhall 
4 call you, Vioulis the Beneficent!’ 

In pronouncing thefe words, the ve^ 
nerable fage, changed to a beautiful 
youth, embraced the prince, and indam- 
tan eou 11 y difappeared. 

Vioulis, humbly proftrating himfelf, 
in adoration of the Creator of the fun 
and*of the planets, returned to Samara 
cande. f 

Rendered dill more tender by his ami¬ 
able confort, V:oulis was now fo far from 
being ambitious of conqueds, that he ab* 
folutely became the pacificator of more 
than half the globe, fuch whs the uni- 
verfal confidence in his juftice; and die 
prudence of other fovereigns, in fubmit- 
ting to his moderation, enabled him to . 
fave daily the lives and property of many j 

thoufand men. ^ 

His fubjefts fometimes erred-; but he j 

failed not to convince thorn of their er¬ 
rors : yet thefe were the people who dref-' < 

fed for him their altars ^ the people who 

feemed 4 

j 
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foemed so longer to fear the frofts of moft diftant mountains, with an elegant 
winter, nor the frowning Iky; and who infcription, expreflive of his worth, and 
erected a noble ftatue of the young their gratitude. 

Vioulis, on the fummit of one of their 


THE 

NATURAL DAUGHTER. 


A TALE FROM 

G overnor piymptonUoneof 

the many hufbands who does not 
love his wife. Thus much can be faid 
an his vindication, that his lady* is far 
from being feminine or amiable: on the 
contrary, the prides herfelf on having ac-, 
quired a fmattering of the dead lan¬ 
guages; and fpeaks French, German, and • 
Italian, admirably well, .to thofe who are 
ifo judges. She is like wife a great critick 
in poetry, painting, and munck. With 
thefe accompiifhments Mrs. Plympton 
can think none of her fex worthy of her 
fbciety, and domeftick affairs are held in 
deteftation: in a word, this lady, upon 
/ every occalion, affumes the pedagogue, 
and avoidsthe fine feelings of a woman. 
The confequence of this abfurd condufl 
is, that the Governor was forced to find, 
in another place, his pleafures and his 
amufements. 

The firft objeft of an illicit amour wag 
Mifs Hortenfia Raymond, the daughter 
of a goldfmith, who by his extravagance' 
became a bankrupt. The Governor de¬ 
frayed the expences of her education, 
ana placed her in one of the firft (hops 
in Taviftock Street, in order to learn 
every "branch of millinery. This at¬ 
tachment was not the effect of love, but 
that of a eaprice which feldoni lafts.but 
for a few months. Hortenfia, in this 
fituation, became acquainted with a 

r ig mufician, who undertook to teach 
to fing. The Governor, looking 
upon this mafter in the light of a lover, 
rave Hortenfia to underftand, that he 
Should defift from his vifits, if (he ever 
received any more leflons from that 
young man. Hortenfia promifed to 
comply with his injunction. 

’ Shglcept herrefolution for fix months, 
but a favourite long got the better of her 
prudence. Shefent for the mufician; and, 
unfortunately, the Governor entered her 
meat as the other was going out: 


MODERN LIFE. 

this produced a rupture, and the Gover¬ 
nor bade her an eternal adieu. 

Thefe particulars hake their import¬ 
ance in this little hiftory of modern 
manners. Hortenfia, about fix months 
after, was brought to bed of a girl, whom 
we (hall call Lavinia. Her mother 
adopted every poffible mode to inform 
the Governor of this circumftance, in or¬ 
der to procure a fufficiency for her main¬ 
tenance; but he burnt her letters unopen¬ 
ed, and refufed feeing anyone in her be¬ 
half. Hortenfia, worn out with reite¬ 
rated difappointments, gave tip all hope 
of finding fuccours from that quarter; 
and began ferioufly to bring up her in¬ 
fant in the beft manner, (be was able; 
not doubting but chance or accident 
might effe£t what (he was not able to ob¬ 
tain by her fruitlefs importunities. * A 

* weaxnefs to one man is,’ faid Hor¬ 
tenfia, 1 undoubtedly a fault; buttore- 

* peat it with a fecond, is idfamous.* 
With this fentiment, fhe, for the fpace 
of fourteen years, fulfilled the duties of 
a mother, and a virtuous woman. Time, 
however, had ngt made her lofe fight of 
her favourite, plan pf contriving fome 
means by which Lavinia fhould become 
known to her father, and to clear up 
every doubt refpefting her ^hara&er 
prior to the rupture. She was at that 
period ignorant of the fate of her letters, 
concluding that they had been read by 
the Governor; and therefore lhe was en¬ 
couraged to hope, that the perfonal and 
acquired accomplifhments of Lavinia 
would one day infpire the father with the 
affe&ions of a parent. The mother, 
confidering Lavinia arrived at the moft 
interefting epoch of her life; and con¬ 
cluding that the ravages of time had ren¬ 
dered her unknown to the Governor, 
began her enquiries accordingly. She 
learnt that the Governor continued in 
the fame habits of life, and that he was 

q js m 
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BfflwMtmitchiMirn. Having enquired 'you returned it unopened fourteen 
ininutely concerning his walks and hours ~ *• years ago: k is within'but a few boom 
of araufement, (he contrived that Lavi- 4 ^obtained this information fronvMrt* 
nia (hould attraft his attention. As Toon 4 B. who had always figured me Bat had 
as (he difeovered him at a great diftance, 4 delivered it into your hands* from a 
(he informed Lavinia, that the gentle- 4 motive of tendernefs to my then fo&r- 
jnan (he faw coming that way was her 4 ings,’ The Governor broke the feal, 
father. She obferved, that her mother mltd read—* 
had been defpifed, and (he negle&ed; 
neverthclefs, (he was inclined to expeft ***» 

that the fteps (he had taken would lead a N unfortunate creature* whom you 
to fome kind of eclairciffement, and of ** have abandoned, after having been 
*ourfe terminate in her favour. This brought to bed of a daughter* has re- 
information caufed the mod lively emo- courfe to you* Sir; notin behalfof her. 
lion in the bread of Lavinia* and (he felf, but for the helpjefs innocent who 
beheld her father's eyes fadened upon has claims on your numanity and ten- 
her with a degree of curiofity ard atten- dernefs, 
tion. Hortenfia, wearing a caleche, ab¬ 
ided tta conduft of the Governor, who 4 Where is (her exclaimed Mr* 
was carefully watching the movements Plyrtipton, 

of Lavinia. At lad they left the gar- 4 Here, Sir, before you* is my adored 
dens, at the gate of the palace; and not 4 child.’ 

finding there a coach, expreffed their 4 Come, my daughter; come, and em» 
concern fo loud, as to be overheard by 4 brace thy adoniCbed father 1* 
the Governor, who politely offered them Thefe words were fcai cely articulated, 

his carriage, to fet them down wherever when Lavinia, with a cry of joy* flew 
they thought proper. Hortenfia, in the to the aims of the Governor, This 
midfl of her confufion and folicitude, mute fccne being paffed in tears of ex- 
thankedhimforhis attentions; and,after tafy, it was fome time ere Mr,flymp- 
fomepredjng compliments, (he and Lavi- ton recovered die faculty of fpeech, 
nia depped into the Governor’s equi- having contemplated liis daughter's fea- 
page. They were fcarce feated, when tures with a ftuaied attention*— 4 I have*' 
the Governor recolle&ed the features 6f faid he, 4 for fome time, endeavoured to 
the mother; and he immediately ex- 4 trace the features of this lovely crea- 
claimed— 4 If I am not greatly deceived, « ture; and I now recal thofe of a After 
4 you are Horteufia,’ . 4 that I tenderly loved> and who is now 

4 Vou are right, Sir, in your conjee- 4 . no more. Yes, (he has her eyes* her 
4 tures,' anfwered the lady. 4 mouth, and her enchanting mule.— 

4 You have fiere* Madam, a lovely 4 Hortenfia, what obligations am I un- 

• little creature.’ 4 der for this long forbearance! and 

4 She is my niece* Sir. 1 * 4 what injury has my ignorance occa- - 

This fuppofed information gave the 4 fioned! Can you pardon me for a con- 
Governor a fecret pleafure; and he prettied 4 dufl fa highly reprehensible V 
Hortenfia, that (he would permit ntm to Hortenfia, overwhelmed with the con- 
be better acquainted with the young fequences of this eclairciflement* an- 
lady; and, as he fnoke thefe words, he fwered him with tears, that announced 
darted upon her looks of great tendernefs her preient happinefs* and a perfect obn 
and animation, Hortenfia, knowing the livionof whatnadpafl, The Governor, 

. chara&er of the Governor, feared to reading this language in every lineament 
come to a proper explanation at once, of Hortenfia’s countenance, turned aboult 
She continued to treat Lavinia, in his to his daughter; and obferved, that (hf 
prefence, as her niece; but ohferving the was arrived at an v age that required his 
real views that induced the Governor to immediate attention towards a proper 
be fo afliduous in his vifits, (he thought connexion, and fettling her in the beft 
it highly neceffary to put a fiop-to them, manner he was abie. < I have a wife,’ 
by avowing the relation in which Lavinia faid he; 4 but if ever your conduct (hould 
really flood. 4 This letter, Sir,' faid 4 refemble hers, I (houid ceaf^ to love 
Hortenfia, 4 will explain myfelf in a few 4 you. I have an object in view; heie, 

• words; you will find by the date that 4 in fa£l a another fel£j hvi$ my ne^hcwi 
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1 aftd his youth, amiable manners, and 

* addreft, cannot fail of tnfpiring my 

* child with fenttments of tendernefs. 

* I am not lefs certain that you will be 

* thedbje&of his chokes who indeed 

* can fee thee, Lavinia, and not adore 
9 thee? My lifter, whom you reftmble 
4 lb very much, was Univcrfally adored. 

4 I love ihy nephew as hay Ion, and I 

* h?ve a tag time conftdeitd him as 
9 the heir to all my property, tt may 
9 be, however, prudent, for the prelent, 

* to conceal die circumftance of your 
4 birth, even to my nephews and h 
4 * rtuftbeteft to my prudence, if I Ihould 
4 fome time hence think proper to make 
9 the difcovery rthyfelf. As for you, 

9 Horfenfia, to whOmTam indebted for 
4 thia invaluable treafure, judge haw dear 
4 you are to me!* Then embracing his 
daughter, he added—* You are hence- 

* forth to coufider me as the father that 

* adores his child: navtrthekfs, you 
4 will be announced to the world as my 
4 niece. When I have effected your 

* union, I ihaH be lefs iolicitous of 
4 the fentiments that contracted minds 
1 might adopt ih our disfavour.' 

Horteniia and Ltvini*, left to felici¬ 
tate each other, enjoyed that tumultu¬ 
ous pleaflire that binifhed deep , from 
their eyes. Early in the morning the 
Ooverhor was announced. He in¬ 
formed Hortenfia, that he had taken pro* 
per lodgings for them in Harley Street; 
and that he would not permit his nephew 
to fee his daughter till ne could fee her in 
the externals of opulence and gentility t 
4 And$ therefore, I requeft you will be 

* both ready to enter diem by to-mor- 
4 now evening.' . 

* I am the happieft of daughters,' faid 
Lavinia, killing his hands, which (he 
held while Mr. Piympton was talking. 
4 And I am the happieft of fathers,' faid 
the Governor. * Your merit and vir- 

* Sues are equal to your perfonal attrac, 
4 lions. Adieu, my little enchantrefs! 
f 1 leave you, but it is only to contribute 
4 to the eafe and comfort of you and 
4 your mother.’ 

As footi as every neceflVry prepara¬ 
tion was made, the Governor conduc¬ 
ed them both to their new apartments, 
Lavmia adorned the name of Mifs 
Plympton, whp was recently come to 
SOwn from her mother’s man non in Der¬ 
by ffeuv. The Governor maturely re- 
MhMfate inode bt to adopt in 


bringing about an acquaintance between 
Lavmia and his nephew. He determin¬ 
ed to take him in his carriage, and to 
drive occasionally down Haney Street* 
The uncle ftopped at Lavinia’s door, 
apologising to his nephew, that he would 
not detain him three minutes. As ho 
returned to his feat, Lavinia faluted him 
dt the window, winch was foon obferved 
by the nephew, and caught his whole 
attention, * Who is that handiome 
* young lady ?' faid the nephew, 4 One 
4 of my relations,* replied the uncle; 

4 She is extremely beautiful,* faid thfc 
other, 4 Well, my nephew, if you think 
4 her fo, and deflre to be introduced to 
4 her acquaintance, I think I can yen- 
4 ture to prefent you without incurring 
4 any cenfure from her mother.’ 

The next evening the nephew was in¬ 
troduced, for the firft time, to Lavinia’l 
mother; who, as the reader naturally 
conjectures, received him in the moft 
gfacious and flattering manner. Tht 
young man, delighted with the convoca¬ 
tion of Lavinia, became deeply ena- 
moored of her charms, and was extreme¬ 
ly prefling with his uncle to fpeak to bet 
mother in his favour. 

But it is now high time to introduce 
the learned lady, Mrs.Plyiftpton. She 
had fecretly found out the intrigue of 
her hulband, but (he thought it beneath 
her way of thinking to difplay the leaft 
jealoufy on that account,' On the con¬ 
trary, having one day, by mtftake, open¬ 
ed one of the letters of the Unhappy Hor- 
tenfia, (he was let into all her fecrets. 
It is neceflary fb remark here, that if 
this lady were a very indifferent wife, (he 
poflefled, in an eminent degree, the vir¬ 
tues of humanity, and a geNeroiss dif- 
pofition. She had, from that fboment, 
contributed to the wants of the mother 
and child, by furnifliing the former with 
frequent commiflions in the millinery 
bufinefs^for which (he was always paid 
double the worth, Under the pretence 
that (he was fuperior to others in point 
of elegance and fafhion. This fecret 
connection with Hortenfla foon gave 
Mrs. Plympton an opportunity of knowJ 
ing that her hufeand had renewed hi* 
former acquaintance; and (he found, 
►upon nearer irtveftigation, that he had 
acknowledged Lhvinia as his daughter* 
She efteertted him the more for this gene¬ 
rous and manly procedure; (he was high¬ 
ly p leafed that he had the fatisfaCYion of 

being 

Digitized by Google 



t%9 NEW NOTE LIST $ MAGAZINE* 


feeing a father, without fubje&ing her- 
fcif to the pains of child-birth, and a 
Ahoufand other diftrefling circumftances, 
too humiliating for a woman who prided 
feerfelf in every qualification that was 
energctick and mafculinet and, by a 
Angularity the more extraordinary, 
fince.they never agreed in any one point, 
Mrs. Plympton had projected to eftablifh 
Lavinia in a manner fui table to her con¬ 
dition* As (he was likewife very fond 
of her nephew, who had affiduoufly cul¬ 
tivated her good graces, (he had him in 
View for a hufband; and, full of this idea, 
fhe propofed to introduce him to ah ele¬ 
gant, lovely woman* whom (he had long 
Ance adopted to fucceed to her perfonal 
eftates, independent of her marriage with 
Mr. Plympton. 

At the fame time fhe intimated, that 
as his uncle had made him his heir, fhe 
thought it an objeCl of fotne moment, if 
fee could unite their refpeClive fortunes, 
fry marrying the young lady. 

‘ I am, Madam, penetrated with a 

* fenfe of the favours you have always 
5 conferred upon me ; but as my fate is 

* placed in the hands of my unjcle, I 

* hope you will permit me to confult 

* with him upon that fubjeft.' 

• * Your dutiful conduct towards your 
'• uncle >S very grateful to me; and as 
f I could wifh to oblige him in a matter 

* of Aicb moment, 1 wifh to know that, 

* if,he gives into it, it would meet your 
•inclination?* 

. ‘ With tranfport, dear' Madam, I 
f fhould embrace your kind offers.’ 

* This converfation being ended, the 
nephew did not fail of communicating 
to his uncle the refult, who was greatly 
alarmed at this piece of intelligence. 
]Mr. Plympton loft no time in giving 
Lavihia previous notice of the extraor¬ 
dinary viftt fhe was foon to receive; and, 
that he might become mafter of her mo¬ 
tives, he pofted himfelf in an adjoining 
apartment for that purpofe. 

Mrs. Plympton and her nephew were 
announced; aod being conduced into 
the drawipg-toom, Lavinia rofe to re¬ 
ceive her, with every poflible mark of 
jnefpeCt a&d confideration. After the 
Arft cerempnious compliments were le- 
ciprocally paffed, fhe communicated, in 
fhe moft delicate terms poflible, her long 
friendfhip, although unknown; and of 
lier wifhes that file would receive the ad- 
drefles pf her nephew. She obferved, 

«* *’ 


that file was anxioufty defirous fo fuiU 
prize the Governor, as fhe was certain 
fuch a raeaffore would caufe the moft 
lively pleafore; but to procure his con¬ 
tent in the firft inftance, would deprive 
her of an advantage that fhe highly 
prized. 

The nephew, delighted with the pro¬ 
portion, defired his aunt would permit 
him to pay his addreffes to Lavmia alone) 
and Mrs. Plympton prevailed on Lavi¬ 
nia to receive him the next day. 

As foon as he was withdrawn, Mrs* 
Plympton confeffed that fhe had taken 
pains to procure proper intelligence; that 
fhe was greatly pleafed with the conduct 
of her mother; and charmed with the 
noble procedure 6f her hufband, who, 
fhe found, had adopted her as his daugh¬ 
ter. 

This information grave new fpirits to 
Hortenfia and her daughter; who threw 
themfelves at her feet, and implored her 
to indulge in their favour fuch honour¬ 
able fentiraents. 

The Governor did not quit his retreat 
till Mrs. Plympton had left the draw¬ 
ing-room, in Order that fhemight receive 
no obftacle in purfuing her objeft. He 
alfo cautioned the nephew to keep the 
fecret, in : order that Mrs. Plympton 
might always confider the happmeis of 
Lavinia as the fruits of her own plan. 

Mrs. Plympton gave her hufband to 
ynderftand, that fhe would leave her 
nephew her heir likewife, provided he 
would let her have the foie direftion in 
marrying him, according to her defires 
and withes; and that he would not med¬ 
dle in the affair. This fingular pro¬ 
portion met with many apparent dif¬ 
ficulties; but as Mr. Plympton knew the 
drift of her intention, he acquiefced in 
what he dignified with.the title of an ex¬ 
traordinary whim. 

. As foon as matters had been duly ar¬ 
ranged,' and the day fixed for figning 
the marriage-articles was arrived, Mrs* 
Plympton prefented Lavinia as his in¬ 
tended niece. 

* I receive her, Msdam/ faid the 
Governor, • * to give her to my nephew 

• as a tender, dutiful, and affectionate 

• daughter/ 

‘ I am delighted with this honeft 
avowal,' replied Mrs* Plympton. 

4 And I am ftill more,' fsid the huf¬ 
band, ‘in finding that my daughter is 

• indebted for her happinefs to you alone. 

. « This 
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* This proof of your friend (hip for me 4 . affured, that I (hall never forget; white 
4 will never beeffaced from my memory, 4 I have life, that I owe this to your* 

4 or from m^ heart: and I, from this 4 Natural Daughter.’ Then turning 

4 day, (hall look upon you as my bed towards Lavinia, (he (aid— 4 And you 
4 friend.’ 4 are alfo my daughter as well as the 

4 Now, Sir,* replied Mrs. Plympton, 4 Governor's, and I love you with the 

4 I have heard the expreflion that I have 4 fame cordiality/ 

4 defired for thefe lad fifteen years. Reft 


' THE 

HISTORY of EGENUS. 

BY THE REVEREND MR. MAYOR. 


I T is too generally found, that weak 
minds, on original meannefs, engraft 
•nly pride; and thaf unexpected fuccefs 
is often more detrimental to fuch cha¬ 
racters than the heavieft preffure of cala¬ 
mity. 

Egenus was bom of parents who had 
ftruggled hard with adverfity, and who 
had felt the pinching hand of poverty 
through every ftage of their exiftence s 
but whole honefty remained without the 
imputation of blame; and, like the fun 
burfting through involving clouds, ap¬ 
peared brighter from the contrail of the 
furrounding gloom* They both paid 
the great debt of naturebefore their only 
fon had reached his tenth year, leaving 
him no other inheritance than their be T 
tiediXion. The integrity of his de¬ 
ceasedparents, however, recommended 
him to the attention of their neighbours; 
who raifed a liberal fund for the purpofe 
of putting tlie orphan to fchool, and fup- 
plying other neceffary expences, till ne 
ihould arrive at an age capable of pro¬ 
viding for himfelf. 

Being of an aXive difpoiidon, and de¬ 
prived of thofe imprudent indulgences 
whichchildren of more opulent parents of¬ 
ten experience to their lofs, he foon made a 
confiderahle progrefs in learning; and, 
at the age of fourteen, was efteemed fully 
qualified to be placed as an apprentice in 
fome genteel employment. His patrons 
finding him to be a fpirited, enterprizing 
lad, of good add refs, recommended him 
to a merchant in town 5 very properly 
judging, that, in a merchant's count- 
ing-houfe, diligence and probity may in 
general meet with adequate encourage¬ 
ment. During the four fir ft years, 
Egenus behaved with fo much duti/ul 
fubmiflion and attention, as to conci¬ 


liate the regard of his mailer, and the 
good-will of all with whom he was con^, 
neXed. As he advanced towards a date 
of mahhood, he began to relax in dili¬ 
gence and integrity; but made up for it* 
in the eyes of the world at lead, by re¬ 
doubled officioufnefs, and the mod fpe-< 
cious appearances. * 

Thofe who have themfelves uniformly 
purfued the paths of reXitude, are -the 
lead capable of deteXing artifice, and 
infincerity. Egenus found means to 
wind himfelf more clofely round his 
mafter's heart, by a (hew of regard, the 
more he wanted the reality; and, at the 
expiration of his term, was admitted into 
a (hare of the bu(inefs,'as a reward for 
his apparent integrity, afilduity, and abt* 
lity. 

On this unexpe&ed elevation, Egenus- 
felt all thofe’eonedmilant paflions which 
agitate a little mind where vanity is pre¬ 
dominant ; but as a man never wholly 
throws off (hame, nor becomes* callous 
to the dings of confcience, till a long in- 
tercourfe with vice has rendered hifft 
thoroughly abandoned, he (till adhered 
to his original difiimulation in public!*, 
and never gave full fcope tb his natural 
foibles, unlefs when thrown off his guard 
by mingling with the votaries of unref- 
drained mirth, or when wine, in which 
he feldom indulged to an excefs, had 
heated his imagination, and induced an 
oblivion of his origin. His expences, 
hoVvever, from the gratification of vari¬ 
ous paftions, confiderably exceeded hfs 
income, though he appeared a pattern 
of ceconomy to all his connexions; and, 
in a ihort time, his real charaXer mull 
have become apparent, had not another 
turn of undeferved fortune raifed him ftilf 
higher in the fealeof worldly eltimation.. 

His 
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Hit partner being a plodding man, 
«rho had acquired his whole fortune by . 
honeft industry and untmpeached inte¬ 
grity, had never entered into the matri¬ 
monial State; nor, indeed, had he ever 
kept up any aSfe&ionate intercourse or 
correfpondence with his relations: but# 
having feveral nieces in the country, who 
might reafonably expert to become 
lharers of his acquisitions when death 
fhould deprive him of the power of en¬ 
joying the wealth he had accumulated, 
he had determined to give one of them 
an invitation to town, purpoiely that it 
might produce an attachment between 
her and his favourite Egenus; and, 
fhould this defign be fairly accomplished, 
to leave them in the entire poflefflon of 
his bufineft, and retire himfelf into hit 
Mive country, with fuch pecuniary ac¬ 
quisitions at might well be Spared with¬ 
out prejudice to the credit and advan¬ 
tage of the trade; there to enjoy that 
relaxation feom, hufnefs, and content of 
mind, which a life of probity had well 
quailed *od entitled him to experience. 

The old gentleman's niece loon ar¬ 
rived, happy to obey a Summons from 
whifik (he hoped to derive both pieafure 
and advantage ; nor was it long before 
Egenus, whp eafily ingratiated himfelf 
with the fair niece, obtained her hand, 
with the enure approbation of the uncle, 
uM accompanied by a formal furrender 

the whole bufinef*. 

Elevated to a pitch of affluence and 
Of edit beyond what his molt fanguine 
jwilhee. had taught him to expert, and 
free from the controul of a partner, 
Egeifii* no longer thought himlelf ob¬ 
liged to conceal his read propensities ; 
ttpd, immediately afflmting ac*onfequence 
winch it unjustifiable in' any one, but 
intolerable in an upftart, he gave full li¬ 
cence to the di&atcs of a weak head, and 
3 depraved heart; fell into every fafhion- 
t&leexceSV; didblved the ties of honour; 

the fmcerity of friendship; and, 
by appealing to.the world in anew cha- 
i&ter, (bon forfeited that efieem which 
ihs plouhbility had formerly procured 
him* 

As extravagance mud always Sind 
flteans for it's fupport, to finish his cha- 
jaftcr for difflpation, be became a game¬ 


ster# and a dabbler in the funds $ and, at 
he had neither pca&ice to Secure him from 
deception at the gaming-table, nor inform 
mation to diroft him in the alley# one 
lofs and di (grace followed another in 
quick fucceflmn ; till, in three years af¬ 
ter he had poSGtS&d the Sole direction of 
aJ&urs,his creditors becameiroportnnate; 
his finances were exhausted; and a com-* 
miSfion of bankruptcy being taken out, 
the neat dividend of his effects amount¬ 
ed to no more than fix Shillings in the 
pound. 

Awakened now to a real fenfe of his 
condition, and ft ung with remorSe, Shame, 
and vexation, Egenus determined to fup¬ 
port appearances by any poffible means; 
and having in vain attempted to raiife 
money# he ventured to commit a capital 
forgery, which being Soon dete&ed, ho 
was taken into. cuftody before he could 
Secure his intended retreat to America. 
In this melancholy fituation, when rc-r 
fie&ion came top late, and when even 
repentance could not £*ve, he was viSited 
by his wife, whom he had in many in* 
fiances treated with unmanly feverity# 
as well as by his injured and worthy 
patron; and, if any thing could have 
added to the cfiSlra&ion of his mind, the 
fight of thole two peribns, whom he had 
fo eSTentially wronged, muft certainly 
have augmented his wretchednels. In 
them, pity overcame every fpark of re*, 
(entment, and all their interest was exert¬ 
ed to fave him from an ignominious 
death. Their exertions, however, were 
in vain; he was convi&ed on the cleared 
evidence, and Soon after Suffered that 
punishment which the violators of publicfe 
faith, and the defiroyers of private fecu- 
rity, ought always to experience. 

Such was the end of Egenus ! May 
his example, detpr others from purfuing 
fimilac Steps; and teach the humble to 
»&&, that thole are not always the hap- 
pieflk who have, been railed from original 
oblcurity to the polfefflon of riches and 
honour; but that he who, content with 
hiscondition,confineshi$ expenses witb- 
in his income, enjoys more felicjty and 
permanent fatisfa&ion than can ever fall 
to the lot of the upftart in power or the 
beggar in affluence. 
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HERMAN RIEDESEL. 


A GERMAN LEGEND. 


T HERE is a commanding dignity 
in noble a&ions far fuperiorto the 
mod abfolute empire. With luch irre- 
firtible fway do they govern the fenti- 
ments and refolutions of all mankind, 
that we may juftly regard them is the 
emanations of celeftial power, giv ing to 
man, as it were, another nature, another 
foul j transforming him, in fomemealure, 
into a,new individual. Virtue, there¬ 
fore, which is the principle of thefe 
fplendid attions, fhould ever be impli¬ 
citly obeyed. Her fovereignty is immut¬ 
able: her authority, perhaps, that alone, 
which is at once majeftick and awful, 
attra&ive and endearing. 

Herman Riedefel, of Brakenbourg, 
was one of the finall number of thofe 
famous Bannerets, who were the glory 
•f chivalry. He refided, towards the 
fifteenth century, at the court of Lewis, 
Landgrave of Hefte. The nobility re¬ 
garded him as their model; and all the 
ladies were ambitious to call him their 
chevalier. All admired his deportment, 
which was at once rnaieftick and engag¬ 
ing; his lingular accompliftiments in 
whatever could diltinguhh the fine gentle¬ 
man ; and his bravery and heroiim,which 
were difplayed on the mqft common oc¬ 
casions. In the fame court, all were la- 
viflt in the praifes of a paragon of beau¬ 
ty, the daughter and foie heirefs of 
Roehrigb, hereditary Marfhal of Hefle. 
Margaret, who had now entered into 
thofe years when nature begins to be 
fufceptible'of love, might have afpjred 
to a fplendid alliance with fovereigns. 
The Landgrave treated her with parent¬ 
al tendernefs; and, what is her nobleft 
eulogy, even the women conftfl’ed her 
fuperiority. 

Margaret had not been able to behold 
the young BalinereC with an air of in¬ 
difference; nor was he infenfible of the 
moft violent paflion for this miracle of 
perfection. Where the affe&ions of vir¬ 
tuous bofoms are reciprocal, the decla¬ 
ration on one fide, and confeflionon the 
other, are feldom long delayed. Mar¬ 
garet, however, bound her lover by a 
vow of fecreyy, which perhaps (he 
did not intend t6 be of long duration. 
Riedefel, according to the gallantry of 
VOL. II. * 


his age, wore the colours of his beautir 
ful mi ft refs. He even compofed thf 
following verfe6 in her praife. 


RONDEAU. 

T love a moft enchanting fair, / 

With whom no mortal may Compare. 
My eyes* my heart, this truth atteft, 

« How blefs’d were he, with her who’s bleftl* 
Of all the beauteous flowers of fpring, 

The firft, the faireft far, l ling; 

Her lips ambrofial fweets diffufe, 

More rich than fpicy India’s dews. 

1 love a moft enchanting fair, 

With whom no mortal may compare! 

In her, the charming god, her fire, 

His own bright model may admirej , 

While in her radiant eyes divine 
All Love’s celeftial ardours fiiine* 

The native beauties of her face 
Beam modefly’s attractive grace; 

And where the roles red delight, 

The lilies blend their matchlefs white. 

I love a moft enchanting fair, 

With whom no mortal may compare! 

Ne’er muft my voice prefume to name 
The peerlefs, all-attracting dame: 

The flave of Honour’s cruel fway. 

My heart no fecret can betray. 

Ah, me! in vain 1 fondly call * 

Th’ Aurora of my blifs, my all! 

When lhall thy vot’ry, Cupid, claim 
To fpeak his charming conqu’ror’s nam$f 
I love a moft enchanting fair, 

With whom no mortal may compare! 


Thefe verfes are in the genuine lan¬ 
guage of thofe gallant Ealladins, who 
were attached to their dames with the 
moft inviolable loyalty and devotion. 
Riedefel, however, though one of the 
moft illuftrious profeflors of chivalry, 
had not been able to forbear from in- 
; direClly infringing his vow, by a kind 
of fubterfuge. He wore, conftantly ap¬ 
pended to his bolom, a pearl of the fineft 
water; and every one knows that Mat* 
gar it a , Margaret, is alio the Latin wCid 
for a Pearl. 

The two lovers had no doubt that & 
fpeedy marriage would crown a paftion, 
which in each was fo ardent and fo pure. 
It was the univerfal with, at court, to 
fee them united. The Landgrave him- 
R fclf 
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felf was anxious for their hnppincfs; and 
every circumftance eonfpired to cheriih 
the fedudive appearances of hope. 

The Marfhal finds the Banneret at 
Court. He delires him to diiengage him¬ 
felf; a while from the courtiers, and to 
accompany him to the Park. In a (hady 
walk, he fuddenly (tops, and thus ad- 
dl-efles Riedefel — 4 Chfevalier, I under- 
4 (land your partiality for my daugh- 
4 ter. Your pretenlions are not un- 
4 known to me; I do not accufe them 
4 of preemption. I know your an- 
4 ceftry, and that your rank entitles you 
4 to afpire to the hand of Margaret: 
4 but, Riedefel, I am her father. My 
4 confent is indifpenfable, and I have 
4 but one declaration to make—you (hall 
4 never obtain that confent. You will 
4 excafe me from giving you the teafons 
4 of this refufal. It is fuflkicnt to de- 
4 clare, that the hufband of Margaret 
4 (hall be the hufband of my choice: 
4 and, I am forry to repeat it, T am un- 
4 alterably determined my choice, (hall 
4 never fall upon you.* 

The Banneret is thunderftruck. He 
would expoftulate, but the Marfhal thus 
interrupts him—* I have not yet done. 
4 I fpeak to a chevalier; from your 
4 loyalty, as fuch, I exad a ftill greater 
4 facrifice. It is to fubdue a pafiion 
4 which I cannot countenance; to reveal 
4 this converfation to no one, not even 
4 to Margaret; and tp fly her prefence.’ 
— 4 Ah! my lord, is this pofiible?’— 
4 To a brave chevalier nothing is im- 
4 pofiible. Yes, you mull avoid even 
4 my daughter’s looks, and in no refped 
4 whatever appeal to the authority of 
4 the Prince.’ 

The Marfhal inftantly leaves the Ban- 
meret a prey to the mod tormenting 
emotions. Muft he endeavour to fub¬ 
due a pafiion fo imperious, which time 
and oh (fades, in (lead of weakening, could 
only augment? Muft he conceal it for 
ever in his bofom? Muft he mention it 
no more to it’s adorable author? Muft 
he how deny himfelf the wop ted extafy 
of feeing her; and for ever give up the 
hope to call that heavenly maid his own? 
He.flieds a torrent of tears—he aban¬ 
dons himfelf to his cruel duration—he 
faints—he finks fenfelefs on the ground. 
He recovers — 4 Did I underftand him 
4 rightly! Am I not the fport of fome 
4 terrifick dream! Margaret, the ador- 
4 able Margaret, will (he never, then, 
c be mine,? Cruel, inhuman father! 


4 what a facrifice haft thou required t 
4 Ah, is it pofiible! can honour, rigid 
4 honour, enjoin me to facrifice my love ? 

* And, when I am dying for Margaret, 

* I (hall not even have the only reward, 

4 the foie confolation in death! She wilt 
4 not know the hand that ftrikes mej 
4 that it is the hand of her father!’ 

Riedefel tears himfelf from this tu¬ 
mult of overwhelming reflections. Slow¬ 
ly and penfive he moves towards his 
houfe. He would write to the Mar/hal’s 
daughter; the pen drops from his hand. 

4 No!’ he exclaims; 4 no, I (hall die for 
4 my beloved Margaret. I can—I will 
4 keep the fatal fecret. Rigid father, 

4 thou art not miftaken. I will yet 
4 prove, to the lalt moment of my life, 

4 a faithful chevalier. Alas! my ador- 
4 able miftrefs, what can ft thou think of 
4 thy lover'? Perhaps thou doubteft the 
4 very tendernefs that deftroys me. Di- 
4 (trading thought! And Margaret 
4 knows not—I dare not reveal to her 
4 the obftacle that prevents me. Alasf . 
4 that a love like mine (liould be ex- 
4 pofed to fufpicions!*' 

Margaret, however, doubted not the 
conftancy of her lover; but, unable to 
account for his abience, (he wept in the 
bofom of Juliet. The fympathizing go- 
vernefs endeavoured to foothe her mif¬ 
trefs; who, to all her condolatory fug- 
geftions, only replied — 4 Alas! for three 
4 days, for three whole days, I have not 
4 beheld him. Ah! Juliet, the hours, 

4 the minutes, the moments, thou count- 
4 eft not like me! He is not heard of at 
4 court; and—it is pofiible that Riedefel 
4 may have ceafed to love! He is deaiy 
4 thou knoweft he is dear to me!’ Then* 
reclining on the bofom of her governefs^ 
(he bedewed it plentifully with tears. 

The Landgravehimfelf, fur prized at 
the abfence of the Banneret, fent to feek 
for him. He came with a pale, dejeded 
countenance. 4 What ails you, my dear 
4 Riedefel ?’— 4 My lord, I have not long 
4 to live. Permit me,’ throwing himfelf . 
at the Landgrave’s feet, • permit me to ‘ 
4 entreat one favour. I prelpme to hope^ 

4 from your wonted goqdnefs, that you 
4 will not refufe it. Let me conceal from 
4 you the woe that muft foon deftroy me. 

4 Do not oblige me to break a filence—* 

4 Oh, heavens?* intttrupted the Land; 
grave , 4 when I was juft going to engage '' 
4 the Marfhal to give you his daughter—* 

4 Ah, my cruel fate! Oh, my prince^ 

% my mafter, you have.overwhelmed me 

** ‘ 
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* with your goodnefs. Never will a 

* fubjeCl be more devoted to you. I 
. * would fain—I can (peak no more— 

* I am permitted only to exhale the few 

* remaining moments of a too odious 
« life.* 

In vain did the Prince renew his ef¬ 
forts to learn the fecret caufe of his fa¬ 
vourite’s affliclion. The heroick Rie¬ 
defel was inflexible. * Beft of mailers/ 
faid he, as he was retiring from the pre¬ 
fence of his fympathifing prince, * belt 

* of mafters, I lhall end my days far, 

* far from thee!’ 

The Landgrave, in the midft of his 
court, addrelfed himfelf to the Marlhal, 
in prefence of his daughter—* I cannot 

* imagine what affliction preys upon 
4 Riedefel; but I think he has not long 
4 ‘ to live.’ The beauteous Margaret 
could not conceal her emotions. Her 
grief was even audible, and attracted 
the attention of the whole court. Her 
father, enraged, overwhelmed her with 
reproaches. * Alas!’ cried the unfor¬ 
tunate beauty, ‘ it is ufelefs to conceal 

* the agonies of my foul. Oh! Riede- 
‘ fel, my Riedefel, I (hall not furvive 

* thee!’ 

The report was foon fpread, that the 
young Banneret had quirted the court, 
and even the principality of Hefle. He 
had been feen to go through one of the 
gates of the city mounted oh his courier, 
and accompanied only by his efquire. 
In a word, he had difappeared, and no 
one knew the way he had taken. This 
was a new attack on the fenfibility of a 
tfiiftrefs, who could not even conjeClure 
the caufe of this fudden departure. ‘ Ah! 

* Juliet,’ would Ihe inceflantly repeat to 
the faithful companion of her forrows, 

4 I lofe myfelf in the depth of this abyfs! 
f He flies me! He is dying! I cannot be- 

* lieve him to be faithlefs. Riedefel is 
4 ever the fame. What, then, can he have 
4 to impute to me? An unjult jealouly! 

* Ah! Juliet, what have I done, but love 

* *him too well!’ 

In vain the Landgrave repeated his 
enquiries of all who approached him. 
No one could give him the leaft inform¬ 
ation concerning the unfortunate Che¬ 
valier. The Prince knew not how to 
fupport his lofs. 4 What!’ faid he to the 
Marlhal, ‘can no one inftruCt me in the 

* fate of Riedefel? Cannot you explain 

* this inconceivable event? In my court! 

4 Under my own eyes! This unfortu- . 

* jute'young man wafe fo attached to 
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* me! He early began fuch a noble ca- 

* reer! I intended to engage you to give 

* your daughter—You feem afflicted^ 
'* Marlhal.’—‘Ah! my lord, I feel thip 

* misfortune, perhaps, more feverely 

* than your highnefsl It is equally 9 

* misfortune to the ftate, to my fove* 

* reign, and to me.’ The Marlhal could 
not proceed. His fufferings, indeed^ 
mull have been extreme. He faw his 
daughter, his only daughter, declining 
fall. Confirmed by the deepeft afflic¬ 
tion, he could not conceal from himfelf, 
that he, he alone, had been thus preci¬ 
pitating his daughter to the grave. , 

Ineffectual were all the refearches tfiat 
were made to recover the unfortunate 
Riedefel. But all Germany refounded 
with the exploits of an unknown che¬ 
valier in black armour; his,plume of 
feathers, his fearf, his whole appear-* 
ance, in the fame hue of mourning. His 
fliield prefented this Angular device—* 

* A little Genius, with a finger to his 

* mouth, weeping over a tomb.’ The 
motto was— 

* Nor lhall even my death dlfclofe it.* 

In a variety of combats this ftrange 
knight had’been victorious. 

The father of the unfortunate Mar¬ 
garet one day attended the Landgrave, 
on a hunting party. He conftantly 
fought for folitude,where the father could, 
abandon himfelf to the full indulgence- 
of his grief. He therefore wandered, 
from the crowd of courtiers, who to him 
were become hateful. Indeed, is it in. 
fuch fociety that the heart can be per¬ 
mitted to expand, or that Nature can. 
find expreffion? The Marlhal haftened 
to plunge far into the thickeft of the fo- 
reft. He gave way to the free efFufion of 
his tears. He deplored the fad deftiny 
of his daughter, whom death was about 
to tear for ever from his arms. On a fud¬ 
den he is furrounded by robbers: they, 
attempt to force from him every thing. 
they can, and even the portrait of Mar¬ 
garet. ‘ Ah! barbarians, leave meat 
‘ leaft this only valuable that I am an- 

* xious to preierve. Leave an unfortu- 

* nate father.’ They hear him not: 
they ftrive for the portrait, which he Hill 
endeavours to grafp. ‘You lhall fooner 
‘ rob me of my life.’ They draw their 
daggers. Apprehenfive of being dis¬ 
covered, they determined to aflaffinate 
the Marlhal, Still grafping the portrait, 
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he ftruggles, he calls aloud for affift- * my own to you a hundred times. Your 
ance. 1 hey have nearly obtained their * daughter—’ 4 Is yours,'exclaimed the 
prize, and death is upon his heart. A MarAial, (bedding tears of grateful ex¬ 
knight, with his vizor ihut, nifties upon talyj * I embrace my defender, my fon- 
the robbers, (word in hand, dil’perfes ‘ in-law. Come, let me lead you to 
them, and ltretches two upon the * Margaret. Oh! t cannot be too foon 
ground. The remainder, terrified, in- * your father.’ 

Itantly fly* The Marlhal is faved. In Imagine the aftbnifhment of the.whole 
a tranfpoi t of gratitude, he runs to court,when they faw the Marfhal return, 
throw himfelf on the neck of his deli- accompanied by Riedefel. The former 
verer—‘ Oh, my guardian angel, you had the magnanimity to acknow ledge, 
4 preferve the days of an unfortunate amidft a profufion of tears, the inhu- 

* old man, who yet lives but for his un- maniry of his behaviour to the young 

* happy daughter! Here, here is her Banneret, which had been dilated only 

* portrait! They would have torn it by motives of intereft. He related the 

* from me; I would fooner have parted generofity of Riedeiel, and that greatnefs 

* with my life.’ The knight, fixing his ' of mind with which he had obferved a 
eyes upon it with a tranfport which kind of religious filence, till the happy, 
ftrikes the Marfhal—* She lives! Yes, moment when he had thus fo feafonabiy 

* Heaven Hill leaves her to me. But delivered him by his heroick courage., 

* how can I reward you for this lea- The Landgrave embraced his loft fa- 

* fonahledeliverar.ee? Whoeveryou are, vourite, who is conducted by the Mar- 
4 demand whatever rccompence vou de- dial to his daughter. Every circum- 

* fire. Ir fhall be granted. Whatever ftance is dilclofed to her. She finds 

* is in my p wer (hail be yours. You that (he has never ce3fed tp be the object 

* have laved the life of a father, who of his adoration, and thati fhe is now 

* wifhes only to preferve it for his foon to be united to the dear lord of her 
4 daughter,’ The knight, feizing one heait. 

of the Marfhal s hands, and bedewing it The author of the old chronicle 
with his tears—* Since you are defirous whence we have taken this hillory, in- 

* to repay a iervice which humanity and genuoufiy confeffts, that he wants ex- 

* honour were obliged to render you, I preftions to defcribe the affe&ing fitua- 

* would demand, what I allow is in- tions that followed. Let it fuffice, that 

* finitely above my deficits, the hand of the nuptials of Riedeiel and Margaret; 

* Margaret.’—* My daughter’s hand! were celebrated with all the magnifi- 

* alas! there isbutonechevaher.’—*A- d cence of the age; and thele two faithful 

* do you doubt that I am that cheva- lovers long enjoyed the higheft felicity 
4 liei ?’ The ftranger then taking off of the marriage ftate. The Landgrave, 
his helmet, * Do y. u recoiled me?'— in order to confecrate, in fome meafiure, 
4 Riedeiel!’—* R.edefel iiimleif,who for an union which he himfelf had fo ar- 

* three years palt lias been dying,.with dentlydelired, inverted the young Ban- 

* hopelefs love; who has obeyed you; neret with the hereditary office of Mar- 
4 who has bean content to dtplore his fhal of Helfe. From this marriage, 

* unhappy paifion in lecret; who return- formed as it were by love and grati- 
4 ed to enjoy at leaft the confolation of tude, defeends the houfe of Riedefel, 
4 expiring in the feenes where Margaret whofe*. cartle was formerly fituated in 
4 dwells. I heard your cries. I faw the diftribl of Schederbeg, between 
4 tht man who is deareft to me, the fa- Go tingen and Minden; and which ftilf 
4 thei ot ail I Jov;, on the point of flourilhes with Iplendour in that coun^ 
4 lofing hi§ lift. I would have facrificed *ry, 


THE AMERICAN INDIAN, 

BY MISS PEACOCK. 

I N one of the moft fruitful provinces beauty. Cafcarilla was tall, and exa&Iy 
of America, relided Panama and Caf- lhaped: her complexion, was of an ardent 
carilla, two young Indians of uncommon brown; and her eyes wfcre mild and ra¬ 
diant 
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diant as the lunar beam. Though a 
(banger to the refinements of art, love 
had cultivated and improved her man¬ 
ners. For Panama (he braided her tref- 
ies, dark and gloffy as the raven’s jetty 
plumage; and attired herfelf in $11 the 
jimple pride of her native foil. When 
health and exercife fummoned Panama to • 
the chace, or when he threw the net to 
enfnarethe finny tribe, it was Cafcarilla’s N 
delight to await his return, beneath the 
ample (hade of a verdant palm, where (he 
provided ihe moft grateful fruits fbr his 
refrefhment; the purple grape, wood- 
ftrawberry, blu(hing grandilla, and deli¬ 
cious cocoa, the hardy covering of 
which ferved as a goblet to contain the 
cooling fluid of the neighbouring fpring, 
overfpread the moffy carpet. Panama 
returned her affe&ion with equal ardour. 

* The joys of the chace, my Cafcarilla,’ 
he would frequently fay, * infpire our 

* Indian youth with courage and a&i- 

* vity. To rouze the fierce tiger, to 

* combat with the bear, and to purfue 

* the fleet danta as he paces the lowly 

* vale and towering mountain, convey 

* health to the body, and pleafure to the 
4 fold. Yet thefe delight not like Caf- 
4 carilla, more beauteous than the tulip- 
4 bearing laurel, more fragrant than the 
4 wild cinnamon!’ Thus did the im- 
paflioned youth breathe the raptures of 
his foul— 

4 While Cafcarilla’s grateful thanks repay, 

4 That gracious Power who, through the 
* doubtful day, 

4 Sav’d her Panama from a fearful doom, 

4 And guards fecurely to his peaceful home.* 

Thus calmly glided the hours, till 
the youth was fummoned to the holtile 
field. He muft no longer loiter beneath 
the fmiles of his Cafcarilla; no longer 
celebrate, in the inglorious (hades of eafe, 
herartlefs charms: immeafurable defarts, 
burning fands, mountains of fnow, muft 
now fever them; and the foft notes of 
love be changed for the noify din of war. 
Cafcarilla, with tears, beheld "her lover 
equipped for the field; on his brazen 
breaft-plate was painted the terrifickma- 
ca*j a plume or fcarlet feathers waved 


on his head; and at his fide hung the 
deadly bow and arrow. 

4 Adieu, my Cafcarilla 1’ he faid. 

4 Though war calls me to the field, tby 
4 image (hall be prefent with me: love 
4 lhall give vigour to my arm, and 
4 (hield my bofom from the envenomed 
4 dart of the enemy. Weep not, my 
4 fair; with triumph crowned Panama 
4 (hall return, and lay the fpoils of con- 
4 queft at thy feet: the fairelt (laves(hall 
4 bend beneath thy fway, fraught with 
4 the treafures of their native land; arm-, 
4 lets of pearl, rich gems, and amber 
4 pendants, with firings of blulhingco- 
4 ral, to adorn thy hair!* 

Having laid thus, he embraced her 
tenderly, and departed. Calcarilla ptu*- 
fued him with her eyes, even till the 
war-fong died ; upon her ear: (he then re¬ 
turned difconfolate to her cottage. Her 
joys were now fled; and days and nights 
revolved only to augment her forrows. 
Her treffes were no more interwoven 
with the varied plumes of the airy inha¬ 
bitants; (he joined no more in thefpright- 
ly dance, nor delighted in the focietv of 
the Indian nymphs. To wander for¬ 
lorn among the mountains, or to afcend 
a dreary rock, and extend her eye toward 
thofe plains which retarded her dear Pa¬ 
nama, was her only folace. 4 When,- 
(he cried, 4 (hall the cheerlefs hours of 
4 ablence fly ? When (hall the clangour 
4 of war ceafe, and Panama return to his 
4 Cafcarilla?—O glorious fun!’ (hel’aid, 

4 parent of light and life, whom we 
4 adore, guard thou my love; prote& 

4 him from the cruel tomahawk, and de- 
4 fend him from the hoftiledartl Suffer 
4 not the fpirits oi darknefs to moleft 
4 him f ; hut let their thunderbolts and 
4 dire whirlwinds fcatterhis enemies.’ 

As Cafcarilla uttered thefe words, (he 
heard a violent explofion in the air, ac¬ 
companied by coniufed founds of voices. 
She immediately defeended from the 
rock; and was proceeding to her habi¬ 
tation, when (he was alarmed at the fight 
of a number of armed men. They 
were French foldiers, who had landed 
at a neighbouring province; and, having 
fubdued it, had marched thither with 
the fame hoftile intention. The Indians 


# A hideous fnake, the figure of which the Indians paint on their targets, to exprefs their 
intrepidity. The bite of it is incurable; and, wherever it has once feized, it never relin- 
quiflies it’s hold. 

■f Many of the Indians believe that an evil fpirit reigns throughout the univerfe, which 
fends thunder-ftormsj and all kind of mifahief, to mankind, 
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«t firft made a flout refiflance: hut the 
no;fc of the fire-arms druck them with 
fuch con (tern at ion, that they fled preci¬ 
pitately to the mountains. Cafcarilla 
endeavoured like wife to make her efcape ; 
but, being obferved by the command¬ 
ing ofheer, was indantly furrounded by 
the foldicrs, and made captive. When 
fhe found that flight was rendered im- 
poliible, fhe threw herielf at their feet, 
and' drove by tears to move their com- 
pailion : but the commander was too 
much captivated by her charms to reirn- 
quifh them. She was therefore convey¬ 
ed to his tent, which was pitched in a 
wood at a /licit didance from thence. 
The Indian maid, pierced by the mod 
poignant grief, was no fnoner alone, th^n 
file threw herlbif on the ground in all the 
agonies of defunir. 4 Wretched Caica- 
4 riila !’ faid (he, ‘ to whom canft thou 

* now fue for protection? Who will have 

* pity on thy youth ? Who wall ftretch 

* forth their arm in thy defence?—Oil, 
*• Panama, Panama! why had thou de- 
4 - lerted me? Behold, whild thou feck- 
e eft glory in the field, thy country and 
4 thy love are defooiled at home!’ 

She was thus bewailing her unhappy 
fete, when the officer entered the tent. 
■Davenant was a young foldier, notlefs 
elegant in his perien than valiant in the 
field of battle. He was generous and 
noble in his difpoiition, though too fre¬ 
quently led away by’the violence of his 
pafilons; among which, an inordinate 
love of womankind was predominant. 
From the firfi moment Cafcarilla caught 
bis eye, he became (irod by her charms; 
nor did he e::pe£l the lead eppofition to 
bis delires from an unenlightened In¬ 
dian: he was therefore both Un prized and 
difappointed to And that, notwithfland- 
iog his efforts to difiipate her fadnefs, 
and win her to compliance, tears, flghs, 
and the mefi unconquerable dildain, were 
the only returns to iiis love. 

He grew, however, more enamoured 
with his fair captive, though he fcorned 
to violate the laws of humanity, by ex¬ 
erting that power which the chance of 
war had given him over her: on the con¬ 
trary, he had recourfe to the gentled 
means to (often her heait; he daily de¬ 
viled fonie new plea lure to render her 
captivity kfs inefome; and, that (he 
might not pine for that fociety to which 
fhe had been accudomed, he fele£ted a 
number of iprighflyindian girls toanjufe 
and to enliven her. Among thefc was 


one named Chili, who had formerly 
been Cafcarilla’s infeparable companion. 
This girl Davenant Angled out to plead 
his paflion, and to fbften the obduracy 
of his miftiefs; Fbr, being totally unac¬ 
quainted wiih her language, he had hi¬ 
therto urged his love by lighs and looks 
Only. 

4 How can you,’ faid Chili one day 
to her weeping friend, 4 how can you, 
4 deared Cafcarilla, thus perverfely turn 
* from that happinels which awaits you? 
4 Are you not happier here, where every 
4 with is gratified, and where pleafure 
4 courts you in a thoufand fofrtis, than 
4 roving through the woods unnoticed 
4 and unknown ? How can you refill the 
4 charming youth who lives but in your 
4 lmiles? Can our Indians boad fo fair 
4 an hue ? Eyes like the darry heaven, 
4 and Mu flies like the rofy dawn of day l 
4 Panama will never return; hehasper- 
4 haps fallen in battle: or, fhouldheyet 
4 live, Fate has (Ivtaed him for ever from 
4 you.’— c Ceafe, Chili, ceate F replied 
Calcariiia; * my blood runs cold with 
4 horror at the thought. Unthinking 
4 girl! can the(e vain icenes of pleafure 
4 thus intoxicate thy fentes ? TurnVoh! 

4 turn your eyes to our unpeopled plains; 

4 view our poor countrymen driven with 
4 their h doles families to leek that fhelter 
4 among dreary mountains, which they 
4 were wont to find in their peaceful ha*-- 
4 bi atiens! Oh, Chili! refleft on thele 
4 calamities; and then look with horror 
4 on the authors of them. Were Ica- 
4 pabie of renouncing my beloved Pa- 
4 nama, I would fuffer death rather than 
4 unite with thefe deftroyers of our 
4 land !’ 

Cafcarilla had fpent feme months in 
captivity, when Davenant received or¬ 
ders to march with his regiment, in'or¬ 
der to join other troops in the more north¬ 
ern parts of America. He could not en¬ 
dure the thought of forfaking his beloved 
miihefs, whom he refolved, therefore, 
to make the companion of his expe- ; 
dition. 

This was a jiew fource of grief to the 
fair Indian: fhfc had not hitherto been 
without hopes, faint as they were, of 
feeing Panama, fhould he return; but 
now that foothing dream vanifhed, and 
in idea fhe already beheld herfiflf in a 
diilant land, furrounded by obftacles 
which mult for ever baffle the efforts of 
Panama to difeover her: but lamenta¬ 
tions were fruitlefs, for in a few days 

they 
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they entered upon their journey; and 
Cafcarilia, with weeping eves, calt a lalt 
fad glance on her deieited plains. 

* Adieu, my native plains !’ Hie cried, 

* which were wont to fmile with peace 
€ and liberty: no more (hall Cafcarilia 

* range your towering hills and funny 

vales; no* more (hall Echo repeat her 

* fongs, or lengthen the plaintive tale/>f 

* Panama: yet may the kind refponlive 

* maid bear to the youth his Calianila's 

* . woes; tell him, with weeping eyes, (he 
€ . leaves vour (hades, and in her lali adieu 
‘ fglied Panama !' 

They travelled fome weeks, during 
which time Duvenant continued to urge 
his paflion with unabated ardour; till 
finding, at length, that premifes and en¬ 
treaties were equally unavailing, he re- 
folved by threats to terrify the obdurate 
maid into compliance. Theib, how ever, 
anfwered no other purpofe than to in- 
Ipije her with the refutation ot making 
her efcape. 

This (he was determined to do, though • 
totally unacquainted with the part m 
which they were travelling: but (he was 
refolved to cone with every danger, ra¬ 
ther than break her faith to Panama. 
Accordingly, (he waited an opportunity 
favourable to her defign, and clcaped by 
night from the regiment, difguifedin the 
habit of a French foldier. 

Having travelled till break of day, 
(he perceived a number of Indian wo¬ 
men aflembled at the entrance of a wood. 
Cafcarilia, overjoyed to behold lom.' of 
her own fex, was making what l'peed 
her wearied feet would permit her to¬ 
wards them; when the women, alarmed 
at her hollile appearance, put them lei ves 
in a pofture of defence, directing their 
bows towards her. Cafcarilia inltantly 
threw herfelf at their feet; and, declar¬ 
ing that (he was ar. unfortunate female 
Indian, lately efcaped from captivity, 
implored their protection in the molt pa- 
thetick manner. This explanation en¬ 
tirely difarmed the Indians, and con¬ 
verted their hoftilities into kimlnels: 
they fet before her the fiefh of fome wild 
fowl and fruits; and invited her, at the 
fam$,time, torefide arnong^them. Caf- 
£ carilla joyfully accepted, the offer; and. 
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having refrefhed herfelf, was conduced‘ 
to the habitation ot Potowac, an Jndiau 
woman, who had warmly entreated her 
to make one in her family. 

Potowac was the mother of two chil¬ 
dren, Michi and Huoki. Huoki, her 
f >n, was now among thole Indians who 
were annually lent by this nation.* to 
make war upon the Cherokees; but 
Michi remained at home wi'h her mo¬ 
ther. This young Indian and Calca- 
1 ilia were aimed of the lame ag and 
pcllelled an alloniihtag hmilarity v ;f aif- 
poution; fo that friend (hip mutually took 
root in their bofoms. l hey weieinte- 
parable companions;} and the foe it tv of 
the gentle Michi loomed, in tome at |rve, 
that grief which invaded the foul of Caf¬ 
carilia; for, lince her refidtnce among 
theie Indians, (he had heard that Pa- 
lpnna had fallen in battle. At the re¬ 
turn of evening, when the employments 
of the day were over, (he would fre¬ 
quently recline beneath an embowering 
cocoa, and thus warble her melancholy 
tale— 

‘ The faired; cedar of the grove 
( Aiofe lefs beauteous than my love; 

* The pride of aU our Indian youth, . 

* For valour, conftancy, and truth. 

* His eves were bright as morning dc^ir, 

( His lips, the nopal’s j- crimfon hue; 

* His teeth, the ill very plume fo white, * 

* 'I hat wings tnc fpotl-fs bird £ of night. 

‘ For me th’ unerring lance he threw, 

* Forme the fteJfuf^bcw he drew; 

* Chuc’d the fleet roe ihro’ mead and wood, 

* Or lur’d the tenants of the flood. 

* Mine was the fpoih—the trophies mine, 

* 'i he choice!! flans my cot to line; 

* While for the youth a wreath 1 wove, 

‘ With flov.ers new gathered from the grove. 

f But, ah! thofe happy hours are fled; 

1 1 veep my dear Panama dead! 

* The clang of war Iris botom fir’d; 

c He fought, was conquer’d, and expir’d! 

* Untomb’d, unfhelter’d, lo! he lies; 

* No maid to dole his faded eyes, 

( With flowers to deck his mournful bier, 

* Or greet his afhes with a tear’.' 

Thus fung Cafcarilia; while the jfympa- 


' * The. Mohawks,, one of die five nations, which dwell on the fouth fide of the river St. 

Lawrence. 

• 1 \ The plant on which the cochineal is nourilhed : it’s bloflbms arc of a beautiful red. 

! % The American owl* 9? (9 (bining and deikate a white as fcarcely to be dUUnguiihed 

t from (how. 
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thifing Michi, with tears, blended in her 
long of foriow. 

Some months having palled, the In¬ 
dians, with anxious bofoms, began toex- 
pe<5l the return of their warlike youths; 
and the love-lick nymphs call many a 
longing glance toward toe lurrounding 
plains, impatient for the youth they lov¬ 
ed. At length the joyful heralds drew 
nigh to announce victory, and the ar¬ 
my’s approach to the lkirts of the vil¬ 
lage; it being uncuftomary for the victo¬ 
rious Indians to enter it till the day fol¬ 
lowing that of their arrival: they then 
make a triumphant entry with the cap¬ 
tives they have taken in battle. Po- 
towac and Michi, however, who could 
not bear fufpenfe another tedious night, 
fet out, with affe&ionate folicitude, for 
the army, to meet their beloved Huoki; 
but, alas 1 in vain: the valiant youth 
had fallen'a victim to the rage of war, 
and was left a mangled corpie upon the 
holtile plain. Potowac filled the air with 
her complaints. * O Huoki! Huoki 1 
faid flic, ‘ art thou (lain, indeed! Wilt 
4 thou return no more to thy dill refled 

* mother? Thy form was like the moun- 

* tain pine; ftrength nerved thy arm; 

* and on thy tongye dwelt truth and 

* wifdom. In the race thou waft like 
« the flying deer; in battle dauntlels and 

* intrepid. Yet the darts of thine ene- 

* my have prevailed again ft thee; the 

* cruel tomahawk has levelled thee with 

* the dull. All my nights (hall befpent 

* in mourning; and the fun ariie only 
« to renew my tears !’ Michi was like- 
wife agonized with grief for the untime¬ 
ly fate of her brother. But her for- 
row was quickly diverted by the pre¬ 
fence of a young Indian who graced the 
triumph of the conquerors. His air was 
dignified and intrepid, as the martial 
god; health gave luftre to his eyes, and 
beauty to his countenance: hefeemed to 
bear his fetters with unconcern ; and 
heard without emotion that, on the mor¬ 
row, perhaps, the molt excruciating death 
awaited him. 

It has, I believe, been obferved, that 
violent pafltons frequently take the molt 
precipitant turn. Thus it proved with 
Michi; for Ihe no looner beheld the 
charming captive, than the grief whi$h 
her brother’s death had occafioned in- 
ftar.tly gave place to love: the fafety of 
the beloved youth became now her only 
care. She was fen Able that the laws of 
her country allowed to thofe who had 


loft in battle a hufband, a fon, or a bro¬ 
ther, the power of demanding a prifoner, 
whom they ufually adopted in.,room of 
the deceafed. Of this privilege Michi 
refolved next morning, when the chiefs 
were aflcmbled, to avail herfelf. With 
this relblution (he accompanied Potowac 
to their cottage; where, embracing Caf- 
carilla, (he dilclofed to her the fond wi(hes 
of her heart. 4 Ah! my friend,’ faid 
(he, 4 I (hall no longer enjoy that fere- 
4 nity which has hitherto marked my 
4 hours; nor (hall my repofe be longer 
4 undifturbed by care; fmee I have ad- 
4 mitted that fatal paffion into my bread 
4 which has poifoned the peace of my 
4 Caicanlla!’— 4 My beloved Michi,' 
replied her fair companion, 4 indulge 
4 not a thought fo melancholy. Love, 

4 mv friend, is the gentleft paflion; it 
4 fmoothes the thorny paths of life; it 
4 exalts, it refines the foul. What 
4 though it has taught my tears to flow, 

4 and rent my heart with the figh of for- 
4 row, (hallMichi’s joys be thus o’crcaft? 

4 No, my friend; undifturbed by the tu- 
4 mult of war, fome gentle youth fhall 
4 poflefs thy charms; love (hall crown 
4 thy peaceful manfion, and health and 
4 virtue fecure thy repofe.’ 

After this, Michi entered into a mi¬ 
nute detail of the circumftances which 
gave birth to her paflion; and communi¬ 
cated her intention of demanding the 
captive youth. 

The two friends then retired to reft: 
but deep fealed not the eyes of Michi; 
her foul hung on the lovely Indian, whole 
image was ftill prefent to her imagina¬ 
tion. She refle&ed bn thofe graces 
which nature had bellowed upon his per- 
fon; and chid the lingering hours till 
light returned, when (he might again be¬ 
hold him. ' 

Morn had no fooner unveiled her beau¬ 
ties, than the triumphant Indians en¬ 
tered their village. The dire tomahawk 
was borne before them, adorned with va¬ 
riegated plumes, in token of vi£lory; 
and their pi ifoners, decorated with beads 
and other ornaments, graced the con- 
queft. 

Michi repaired with eagernefs to be¬ 
hold again the godlike youth; while 
Cafcarilla remained at home to. comfort 
Potowac, who dill mourned for the lofs 
of her fon. She did not, however, long 
indulge herfelf in the pleafing contem¬ 
plation of him, but haftened to the fa- 
chems and chief warriors, who prefide 
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ever the military affairs of the Indians, 
and demanded the captive ftranger as a 
recommence for the lofs of her brother 
Huoki, This requeft was immediately 
<ompliedwith ; and the youtli, being un¬ 
bound, was conducted to the habitation 
. of Potowac. Cafcarilla, at their en¬ 
trance, was making fiftiing-rods § and, 
being intent on her employment, did not 
at firft perceive the (forager. But with 
what various emotion* was her fonl agi¬ 
tated, when file difcovered him to be her 
loft and lamented Panama! They be¬ 
held each other for fome moments with 
filent aftonifhment, fcarcely believing the 
evidence of tljeir fences. But foon find¬ 
ing the extadck dram to be real, they 
ffew into each other’s arms in all thole 
raptures whic^h they only, can feel who 
have experienced the pangs of deipond- 
Ing abfence. 

4 O my Cafcarillal* laid Panama, 

€ let me clafp thee, clofe as the fond 
4 bejupos* clafps the Iheltering bark, 

* Hqw haft thpu furvived the dreadful 

• (laughter which has overfpread our 

* wretched country f But it is enough! 

4 I hear the mufick of thy voice, fweeter 

# than the rock^bird’s fong: I gaze en- 
€ raptured on thy beauties; and, trern- 

• bling, prefs them to my beating bo- 
4 fom.* 

Cafcarilla returned the careftes of her 
lover with enual ardour, till a tear on 
die cheek of Michi gave a different 
turn to her thoughts. Dilengaging her- 
felf, therefore, from Panama’s embraces, 
(he made figns for him to follow her 
into a (olitary grove of cocoa, where Ihe 
fpoke to him in the following manner, 

• Many have been my forrowshnce thofe 
4 happy hours we fpent beneath our na- 

* tive (hades. Our plains, my Panama, 

4 are no longer crowned with peace; our 
4 countrymen no more look gay with 
4 health and eafe, but bend beneath the 
4 weight of tyranny and oppreflion. I 
4 was made captive: the haughty vi&or 
4 drove to buy my love with coftly gifts, 

4 and to allure me with intoxicating plea- 
4 fares; but I found means to rid my- 
4 felfqt his hateful importunity by tak- 
4 ing (belter among thefe friendly peo- 
4 pie. Oh, Panama! in Potowac I 
4 have found a mother; in the gentle 
i Michi a tender friend and filler: but, 

above ail, to their kindnefs do I owe 


4 the life of my Panama. How can we 
4 recompenfe luch goodnefs, fuch un- 
4 bounded goodneis? Michi, my Pa- 
4 naraa, loves you with the tendereft af- 
4 fe&iom; without you (he will droop 
4 and wither like tiie violet before the 
4 dm. Shall we then plant thorns in 
4 thole lenient bofoms which have Cue* 
4 coured and protected us? No, ray Pa- 
4 nama, let us not return their kindnefs 
4 by ingratitude; give to Michi that love 
4 which was once your Cafcarilla’s due. 
4 Heaven knows with what reluctance I 
4 refign you! The fable delights not (q 
9 much in the mountain, nor the beaver 
4 in the lake, as Cafcarilla in her Pana- 
4 ma: yet will (he not wound the peace 
4 of Michi I* Thefe words (truck cold 
horror through the foul of the intrepid 
Indian, 4 O my Cafcarilla!* he faid 9 
4 how haft thou unmanned me! Do we 
4 meet to part thus? Can J leave thee? 

4 No, my fair, let us die together; let 
4 us die, rather than bear, worfe than 
9 death, (eparation !'— 4 How Tfaid Caf¬ 
carilla, * can this be%he valiant Panama? 

4 Are not the pleafures of a virtuous 
4 felf-denial preferable to thofe of love, 

4 imbittered by ingratitude?’—* Noble 
4 and generous Calcarilla!’ replied the 
youth, 4 how haft thou rouzed m\ fleep- 
4 ing virtue! I <blu(h to think that I 
4 have been thus furpaffed in that forti- 
4 t id$ which (hould mark the Indian 
4 warrior. But, alas! it is more diffi- 
4 cult to fubdue our aff'Clions, than with 
4 a fingle arm to combat millions. I 
4 fubmit, my Cafcarilla; your f'perior 
4 virtue has conqueied. head on, my 
4 fair; lead to your friend; that, by fa- 
4 crificing love to hon ur, J may render 
4 myfelf worthy of enjqying you beyond 
4 thofe happy mountains, where 

41 No fiends torment, no Chriftians third 
44 for gold,” 

This affecting feene was concluded with 
a laft tender embrace! 

—- 4< Some naniral tears they dropt, 

44 But wip’d them foon,” 

Cafcarilla now conducted hi lover 
back to Michi; and, em 1 ' acing her, Ihe 
faid— Behold, my frend, the h^ppy 
4 youth who pcffrlies thy affe& ons! Pa 


k i# iwpody cardage, which grows in fome parts of America, and clings to the 
.hark of trees. r 6 
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f nama, my Michi, will return thy love 

* with that ardour it fo jultly merit s: he 
f will dtvote to you that life which you 
f have given; protect you by his valour; 
4 foothe you by his tendernefs ; and be 
4 to Michi what once he was to Cafca- 

* rilla.’ She then took their hands; 
and, uniting them, lifted up her eyes to 
heaven, and implored that the fpirits of 
darknefs might not be permitted to fow 
difcord betwixt them; but that uninter¬ 
rupted peace and happinel’s might attend 
them through life. 

c Is it poflible,’ faid the aftonifhed 
Michi, * that my friend can thus calmly 
4 reli tqudh her Panama ? or can Ihe 

* imagine that Michi would prefer her 
4 own hhppinels to that of her Cafca- 
? rilla? No; were I thus to violate our 
4 friendship, thy injured fpirit would be 
4 ever prdent to my imagination, and 

* puilue me even to thole plains where 

* we expect eternal relt.\— 4 Dearelt 
4 Michi,' returned the generous maid, 
« is not friend (hip the purelt of all paf- 
4 lions? Do not our Indian youth ce- 

\ 


* ltbrate it in their fongs, ai\d hold it 3* 
4 the mod facred of human engage- 

* ments ? * Po they not cement it by 
4 bonds, which even death itfelf cannot 

* dilTolve? And ihall not CafcarilLa 
4 make this facrifice to her beloved Mi- 

* chi?'-7-‘ No,- replied Michi; * that 

* facrifice be mine: my love was a fu4- 
4 den guft of paffion only, which will 
4 vanifh at the powerful touch of friend- 
4 fhip.’ 

This tender conteft lafted fome time, 
each eager to facrifice her own paflion to 
that of her friend; till Michi at length 
concluded witfi the following wordsr- 
4 Ceafe, Cafcarilla,’laid (he, 4 ceafe to 
4 urge me farther f fince I fwear by the 
4 facred Calumet, an oafh which we all 
. 4 tremble to violate, Aat Michi will ne- 
4 ver beepme the wifp of Panama.’ Mi¬ 
chi having thus prevailed, nothing no^v 
impeded the union of the faithful pair. 
Their marriage was celebrated with great 
feftivity: and the friendlhipof Michi and 
Cafcarilla is recorded in the Indian longs 
even to the prefent day. 


TSOU Y. 

A CHINESE TALE. 


A Strange idea for a prince one day 
entered the head of Tfching- 
Ouang, emperor of China, of glorious 
memory. He would abfolutelv know 
what was meant by the word Philofo- 
pher. One would imagine this mo¬ 
narch had very little to do; although, 
moll certainly, this amufement was far 
better than that of killing flies, which 
was the very ferious occupation of one 
of the ancient tyrants and fcourges of 
this unfortunate globe. 

The flighted intimation of a fovereign 
is a command. A proclamation was 
inflantly publifhed, that whoever laid 
claim to the title of philofopher, fhould 
repair to court, and proftrate himfelf 
before the imperial throne. Tcheou- 
Kong, who was the excellent minifler 
of this prince, took particular care to 
lecond the proclamation, by cauling the 
irmll diligent learches to be made for 
a philof>pher. 

The celebrated Cham-Sou had too 
much vanity to fuppofe, that any other 
than himfelf co.uld afpire to the honours 
of the fige. Proud of having compof- 


ed near a hundred volumes on Confu¬ 
cius, he appeared before his fovereign 
with the fulleft confidence of fuccefs. 
He boalted of his talents, his numberlefs 
productions, and particularly of his 
humanity, difmtereftednefs, and ex¬ 
emplary piety. But the emperor, upon 
enquiry, found that he was unfeeling 
and vindi&ive; ambitious of being talked 
of, by whatever means; and wanting, 
moreover, in politenefs. 4 This, cer- 
4 tainly, is not the man I want,’ faid 
Tfching Ouang; 4 fend him away.’ 
Cham-Soy left the palace, and vented 
his refentment in a fatire again It the 
prince, who only pitied this unfortunate 
man of letters, and laughed at his defa¬ 
matory libel. , 

Tfe-e next appeared in the lifts. He 
wrote with etothufiafm. He was fond 
to. accumulate the clouds that obfeured 
the truth, inftead of endeavouring to 
difperfe them. He had publifhed a va¬ 
riety of books, all very philofophical, 
and very ufelefs to mankind. A dif- 
gufting priflewas apparent in his moft 
trifling actions* Singularity, in par- 
' ^icnlarn 
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ticlilar, diftinguilhed him from all other 
writers ; and indeed, he knew the weak 
fide of men, and the means to make 
them ftare : for this fame Angularity 
had given wings to a‘reputation, which 
fault otherwife have crept to the ground, 
and then fifak into oblivion* He would 
not for the world drefs himfelf like any 
of his fellow-citizens. He eat his meat 
hot—becaufe the Chinefe eat theirs cold. 
They drank their liquor hot—and that 
tvas'a fufficient motive to drink his cold. 
Ip all companies he would declare how 
much he detefted mankind ; yet his full 
wilh, it was evident, was to gain their 
good opinion. When he was not the 
iubjeft of their converfation he was 
wretched; and to fuch a degree was he 
infe&ed by this diftemper of the foul, 
that he envied a malefattor who was 
about to undergo a capital punifhment, 
becaufe that day his crime and merited 
fate had engaged the whole attention of 
the city. Befides, his writings neither 
enlarged the circle of our pleafures, nor 
of reafon ; there was in them not the 
leaft appearance of plan, method, or 
conneflion. He was read by all, and. 
tmderftood by none; a circumftance 
which, more than any tiling elfe, per¬ 
haps, had contributed to make him po¬ 
pular. * A philofopheiT faid Tfching- 
Ouang: * he is, indeed, a very diverting 
« animal. But take him away, take 
* him away.’ 

Kiong, the mod humble of Bonzes, 
was of opinion that, notwithftanding 
his abfolute renunciation of all terreftrial 
things, the honour and intereft of reli¬ 
gion required him to appear at court on 
this occafion. In the number of his 
eminent virtues he defeated on his filthy 
smpearance; his folemn phiz; made yel¬ 
low .by failing and mortification; his 
profonnd ignorance; his abfolute ufe- 
leffnefs to the world; his grimaces; his 
continual contortions; and, above all,, 
the nails with which his rump was moil, 
zealouilly and moil abundantly larded. 
This fanftified idiot had not the leaft 
doubt that his imperial majefty would 
admire in him the archetype of true phi¬ 
losophy. Exaa, to the moll minute 
point, in the obfervatiop of an infinity 
of fupei ilitious rites, he did not fail, to 
exalt his fe& upon the ruins of every 
other. He took particular care, more¬ 
over, to abufe mankind in general; con¬ 
cluding all his inve&ives by an indirect 


encomium oh his very infignificant per- 
fon; bis excellent qualities; and his 
af ions, worthy to be recorded in the 
national archives. Nor did he hefitate 
to declare himfelf fuperior to hii bre¬ 
thren, the other Bonzes. It is true* 
that this great man had diftinguilhed 
himfelf by the uncommon and inimi¬ 
table perfeverance, to remain twenty 
years nailed in a niche, his arms railed 
to heaven, and his head reclining on his 
left moulder. The emperor had the pa¬ 
tience to hear him, and to count his nails, 
one after another. He had next the- 
goodnefs to order that his phyfician 
fiiould take charge of this religious 
mountebank, and endeavour to reltore 
him to his lenfes ; for from true virtue 
and wifdom he was indeed too remote. 

4 What!’exclaimed Tfching-Ouang* 

4 is there not in all my extenfive domi- 

* nions fuch a chara£ter as I have ima- 
4 gined a fageto be?'—* Behold him,* 
laid a mandarin, who at that inliant 
arrived out of breath. His triple chin 
befpoke the eaf^j of health; and the hap- • 
pinefs of unconcern. * Sublirqe fon 

‘ of Heaven!’ he continued, ‘ behold 
4 the model of philofophy! I am oc- 

* cupied only by the care of living: I 

* devote myfelf to no other lludy. I 
4 make every thing tend to my own 
‘ ft 1 If, as to the centre of the univerfei 
4 All around me was created for me 
4 alone. I have acquired the molt im- 

* portant of all knowledge, the art of 
‘ being infenfible to whatever may dif-- 

* agreeably affe£t me. I have endea- 

* voured to lludy pleafure as afcience. 

4 Eafe, and tranquillity, in particular* 

* appear to me the fupreme good. I 
4 delight in a kind of non-exiHence. 

By thefe means I manage the fprings 
4 of life; being fenfible that they will 

* be vtrorn out and decay, if our exer- 
‘ tions are carried ever fo little beyond 
4 ourfelves, In fine, I live to myfelf. 
4 alone/ The emperor commanded* 
that they (hould inltanlly banilh this 
ridiculous and difgutling egotill front, 
his prefence. 

In a word, in 4 capital thrft contained 
forty thoufand men ofletters; in Ptkin* 
where the art of reafoning was found, 
out; there was not a Angle man to be 
found, that deferved the name of Phi- 
lofopher. 

The, emperor, however, - was not dif-. 
couraged. He left the helm of the 
S 2 . Hate. 
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Itat 6 to hit brother, and departed with 
his dear Tcheou-Kong,'and two other 
favourites; difguifing the fplendour of 
his rank, knd Situated by ah invincible 
inclination to purfue the objeCt of his 
learch. 

Behold hi Hi, then, traverfihg China 
with his three courtiers. They were 
near that Stupendous wall, at the light 
ot which every traveller is in an extafy 
of admiration. At a distance they per# 
ceived a fmall hut, on the fummit of a 
mountain, which in other refeelts ap¬ 
peared to be uninhabited. They were 
told in the plain, that this Was the 
abode of a Philosopher. Tching-Ouang 
iriftarttly rejoicing at having thus gained 
the period of his journey, negleCted not 
to return thanks t<f Tien for this happy 
difeovery. He is^determined to climb 
this mountain: his companions are eager 
to follow him. A kind of Savage rufhes 
jfroin his retreat, and runs to meet them# 
exclaiming—* Men, approach hot, ap- 

• proach not. .What bufmefs have you 

• litre? Will you yet difpute me this 

• afyliim, which the ferocious beads do 

• not invade?' The monarch's curio¬ 
sity is now augmented. He explains the 
obje& of hit journey to this Stranger; 
he tells him, in Short, that he is rearching 
everywhere for a philofopher. 4 If that 
4 name,' retbmed the folitary, 4 belong 
4 to a being that holds the whole human 
4 race in abhorrence, you need not gq far- 

• then you have found what you want in 
« me. No one tan more detect mankind. 
•Oh! that they had but one neck, but 
4 one head’, What a fatisfa&jon Should 

• I enjoydn Striking it off! For twenty 

• years I haVe inhabited this defart $ 

• and I continually complain to Tien, 

• that he has not Selected me among the 

• niiniders of his avenging judice, to 

• punlSh, and to annihilate, if pofhble, 
4 the whole human race. Be gone in- 
4 ftantly, ar I will transfix your heart 

• with this arrow, with which I kill the 

• animals that ferve for my wretched 
4 fubfiftence.’ 

, The gopd monarch took companion 
cm thjs man. In imitation of the 
Viituous emperor, Yu, he dropped 
loixie tears. . * He mud certainly,' Said 
he to his courtiers, 4 have experienced 

• Soihe great calamity. Afasl ought 

• there , to be one unfortunate man in 

• my empire? Sorely 1 do not take 
4 Sufficient care to difeharge the duties 

• of,#ny rank. This fhiferable creature 


4 is to be pitied, to be refpefted 1 He 
* is an afflicted, an exafperatCd mifari- 
4 thrdpe! But, ah 1 hdw different from 
4 m philofopher! Where can this pro* 

4 digy of human wifdom exift?’ 

They afrive at one of the mod re¬ 
nowned cities of China. They found 
no other fubjelt of converfation there# 
than concerning a great author, the 
chief objeft of whofe dudies was mora¬ 
lity. He had published a dompleaf 
treatiie on the live duties. Tching- 
Ouang gained admiflion to Ouci-Fong# 
which Was the name of this great man. 
He found him in reality to be a perfon 
of confummate learning. His fenti- 
mentswere dilated by Truth herfelf. 
His writings breathed throughout the 
beauty and excellence of virtue, the love 
of harmohy and order, and the venera¬ 
tion and obedience that were due to the 
laws. 4 Let Tien be praifed!’ thought 
the monarch ; 4 I hate now found my 
4 philofopher.' But .prudence bade him 
fulpend his judgment. He receives far¬ 
ther information. He learns that Ouei- 
Fong; the noblelt of the ethic writers, did' 
not praltife his own admirable precepts| 
and that, although he was in the moft 
opulent circumftances, he tid good to 
no one. 4 I am deceived, then,' faid 
the emperor, uttering a deep Sigh } 4 1 am 
4 deceived! This man Certainly can be 
4 no philofopher!' 

New refearches are made; and each' 
is more ineffectual than the former. 
Tching-Ouang, not a little chagrined, 
refumes the road to hia capital. His 
favourites would fain confole him under 
this difappointment. 9 Auguft Sire/ 
Skid they, 4 you muft now be convinced# 

4 that this phaenomenon of human na- 
4 tore can have no existence. If there 
4 were a philofopher, a Single philofo- 
4 pher, on the globe# we Should certainly 
4 nave found him. This obj&t of your 
4 fublime refearches mult he a mere 
4 chimera.' 

ft is decided, then# that a philofopher 
is an Imaginary being; *nd that the 
4 Sublime Son of Heaven' muft abfo# 
lutely leave this illufion to the font of 
earth. 

During this converfation, m which 
Tcheou -Kong alone ventured to be of a 
different opinion, (or, in other Words# 
to difclafrn the language cif flattery) they 
approach a kind of hamlet, the Situation* 
ot which is charming beyond deferip- 
tion. At a fmall diftance, in the bofont 
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Gf a Vatley, they perceive a houfe, the 
Agreeable plainnett and fimplicity of 
which attest their notice. The augdft 
traveller meets a peafant: 4 Tewhom,’ 
faid he, * does this rural edifice belong?’ 

~ 4 To an odd fellow, I think. Nobody 

* can ever put him out of temper. We 

* may play him a hundred mifchievous 

* tricks; but do you know how he 

* avenges himfelf ? By doing us all the 

* good in his power. Indeed we cannot 
4 help loving him. But I know very 

* little of him. I have not lived long 

* in this place.* 

The emperor is very defirous to fee a 
man of fuch a very fingular character, 
that even ill offices could not irritate 
him i and who feemed, moreover, to be 
a&uated by no ordinary benevolence. 

They direft their fteps toward* this 
ruftick retreat, whofe fweet environs dis¬ 
played the unobtnifive charms of rrto- 
defty and artlefs nature; while all around 
feemed to evince, in fome degree, that 
active goodnefs, which is the chara&er 
of Heaven. Flocks of Iheep were feed¬ 
ing near the houfe; fome great trees 
were difpofed in arbours, that paffengers 
might recline under their refreihing 
ftiade j nor were bafons of tranfparent 
Water wanting, to allay the weary tra¬ 
veller's thirft. 

When the emperor arrived at this de¬ 
lightful abode, ne found at the door a 
multitude of paupers, who were receiv¬ 
ing a charitable allowance of rice. He 
enters. A venerable man, on the verge 
of fourfcore, is upon his knees. He 
perceives not Tching-Ouang. Tfouy 
(for that was the name of the good old 
than) addrefles to Tien this prayers * O 

• God of gods! what thanks have I to 

• render thee! Thou haft deprived mC of 
4 opulence and grandeur; but thou haft 

• left me a moriel of bread, which I 

4 divide with my brethren. Continue ~ 
4 to ftied thy bounties upon this empire. 

4 Watch over the happinefs of our au- 

• guft fotereign : and may my children 
4 be worthy to ferve him, to ferve their 
^ country, to ferve humanity, and to 

• addrefs their homage to thee! Grant, 

• O fupreme Tien! that I may die in 

• the bofom of my dear family, remem- 

• .bered by them, but forgotten by the 

• world/ 

The emperor loft not one of thefe 
jufe&ing worii's. But Tfouy having 
juft perceived him and his attendants, 
lofhmtly rillii * s Wlftt ifaachr^mywor- 


Hi 

4 thy travellers, can bring ybu hither 
4 lb far out of your way?’— 4 A defire/ 
anfwered the emperor, 4 fo find out the 
4 refidenceofwifdom and virtue*’—* It 
4 is not here,’ rCfumed the mbdeft olcL 
man, 4 that you will find thefe two tm- 
4 common treafures.’ You will here 
4 behold only the pi&ure of that happy 
4 mediocrity, which is the true fituatioa 
4 of man. But in what cah I be ufeful 
4 to you? Speak; we will endeavour to 
4 fupply your wants, at far as HeatCn 
4 has permitted us to enjoy a pleafure 
4 fo fweet, fo exquifitely pure!* 

Tfouy prefents to Tching-Ouang 
bis four fbns, who all gloried in the 
profeflion of hufoahdry; and who were 
eminent, in particular, for aealoUfly 
difeharging all the obligations of filial 
piety. They fetired a moment, in order 
to fetch fniits and flowers, Which they 
refented to the emperor, although un- 
nown to them. But titles are not 
neccflary to engage the Chtrtefe to fulfil 
the duties of bofpitality. It has beeu 
already obferved, that they efteem polite- 
nefs to be one of the firft facial virtues, 
which they are bound to pra£tife to all, 
without refpeft of perfans. 

After a (hart prayer to Tien, they 
were feated at table. The emperor 
could not fufficiently admire the benig¬ 
nity, the affability, of this venerable 
man, a kind of divine ferenity which 
beamed in his whole countenance. 4 How 
4 long, my father, have you inhabited 
4 thi9 place?*— 4 Near forty years, t 
4 live here xmknown. I do as much 
4 good as poffible; and it is the littlfe I 
4 am able to do, that excites the recol- 
4 le&ion of my misfortunes, Alas! 

4 why am I not permitted to extend the 
roofs of fenfibility to all the obje&s 
would relieve?*— 4 What, have you 
been unfortunate?’—* I may at leaft 
appear fo in the eyes of men; but t 
have unnumbered obligations to Ad- 
verfity. I am indebted to it for com* 
paflion, fenfibility, and all the plea- 
fares of the foul. It is a counfejlor,. 
that feelingly perfoades nae what I 
am; that tells me I am a man. Had I 
not known difgrace, I had nevejt 
known my heart; I had nevar en¬ 
joyed the ineffable fatisfa&ion of 
pitying, and famethne* mitigating, 
the Woes of athtfrs.*^ 4 What is ib 
y6u mean by difgrace? — 4 I was onC 
of the minifters of the deceafed empe- 
tor.'-**- 1 Yu !’**•« | fedutoafty endea- 
• voiced 
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4 voured to de Serve his confidence. But 

* Envy could not endure inv prosperity j 

* I was the victim of Calumny ; my 

* enemies gained a Superior afcendancy 

* over my Sovereign. It is fo difficult 
4 for inonarchs to learn the truth. All 
4 my employments, and almolt all my 

* fortune, were taken from me.’-*-* Did 

* the virtuous Ou-Ouang commit this 
4 iniuftice ? Alasl how much, then, are 
4 Sovereigns to be pitied!'— * Certainly; 

* and this is an example of it; for never 
4 before did emperor exhibit a more per- 
4 fe£I imageof Tien; and yet this mailer 
4 that was fo dear to me—’ * You 
4 weep, my good, venerable fire!’—* I 
4 repeat it, I am far from blaming him; 

4 it is thecommon misfortune of kings; 

* for So I may call that insurmountable 

* difficulty, which excludes truth from 
4 all the avenues to the tin one. I was 

* then dii'graced. With the wrrek of 
4 my fortune I purchalcd the finall field 
4 you lee; I cultivate it with theaflill- 
4 ance of my fons ; and I have built a 
4 houfe large enough to exercile hofpi- 
4 taiity to Itrangers.’—* Wliat! is the, 

* emperor dead, without having re- 

* paired——’ * Once more, theempe.or 
4 was a man : he was deceived; he 
4 owed me nothing. I (hall never ceaSe. 

4 the ids to revere His memory; and I 
4 fervently pray that Tien may ffiower 
4 down his choiceft bleffings on his Ion.' 

Tching-Ouang endeavoured to check, 
his tears. * His fon, my good father, 

4 his Ion muft one day love you.'—* Oh, 

4 no, I can never more think of return-. 

4 ing to court. I (hall die here; and I. 

4 exhort my family never to quit this 
4 retreat. May their eyes and hearts 
4 be ever fixed upon my grave, and may 
4 their allies be mingled with mine! 

4 May they be content, while they enjoy 
4 an innocent life, to gather the produce 
4 of this field ; and may they be able to 
4 increaSe their bounties, like the dew. 

4 of heaven, that enriches the earth!’—* 

4 But whence is it that you do not enjoy 
4 an extenlive reputation?’—* This is 
4 aifo one of the favours of Heaven, fee 

* which I daily return thanks. How 
, 4 much is obfeurity preferable to rank, 

4 to the molt l'plendid name! Wifdom 

* and humanity Ihould be dear to us for 
4 their' own fakes. Virtue ever receives 
4 her own reward in the little good Ihe 
4 has the happinefs to perform. The 

* inhabitants of the next village Some. 

4 times divert themfeives by damaging 
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4 my meadows, and breaking my frui*- 
4 trees.’—‘And what punifhment do 
4 you demand for Such ungrateful peo- 

* pie?'—* 4 I take care of their fick ; t 
4 relieve their poor; I comfort them in 
4 affii&ion. It is not through malign 
4 nity but wantonftefs that theyaft thus j 
4 for in human nature, I am convinced, 

4 there is more ofweaknefs than wicked- 

* nefs.'— 4 O admirable mortal!' ex¬ 
claimed the emperor; * and here,’ inter-, 
nally thought he, 4 is at laft the philofb- 
4 pher I have fo long Searched for! Ad- 

* miiable !’—* I only discharge mv du- 
4 ty. It is my bufinds to forget the faults 
4 of others, and amend my own. And 
4 befides, which is the happieft man; he 
4 who injures, or he who is injured ? 

4 The latter has only fo forgive, and he 
4 „ is certain of a pleaSure which the other 
4 can never tafte.' 

Tching-Ouang could no longer re¬ 
frain from tears. * Too fufceptible" 

4 (b anger,’Said Tfouy, 4 how much does 
4 this proof of fenfibility afteft me !— 

4 Embrace me, moll excellent of n*en [ 

4 Yes, I have at lall found the long 
4 fought-for object of our journey. A- 

* dieu, venerable Tfouy; you may one 
4 day know me.’ 

The emperor was proCufe in his ex- 
prefiidns of joy : * I am at length recom- 
4 penfed,’ fai.d he, 4 for all my fatigues. 

4 I have discovered this prefent from 
4 Heaven, thiswonder of human nature. 

4 You did right, fage Tcheou-ICong, 

4 not to queftion his exigence.’ 

At lait they return to the capital; and 
the emperor having refumed the admi- 
niftration ’ of affairs, commands that 
Tl’ouy and his four fon$ be brought 
before him. ' 

The venerable man receives the empe¬ 
ror's command with becoming defe¬ 
rence: but his forts give way to inquie-, 
tude and grief. 4 Doubtlefs,’ they faid* 

4 our father's enemies are plotting new 
4 machinations againft him.’—* Oh my 
4 friends,’fays the good Tfouy, 4 what 
4 have you to ftar? You have hitherto. 

4 lived virtuoufly; and it will not be; 

4 eafy for you to dip : I will fet you the 
4 example. Come; appear at court? 

* with your inftruments of agriculture.-. 

4 Thefe are the enfigns of dignity, whiclj 
4 yon muft oppofe fo thofe of your ptfr* 

4 (’ecutors.’ 

Tfouy and his family, conduced tgf 
the imperial city, appear before’ theii* 
Sovereign, each with a n,ck-axe orfpade.* 

^ Ttitf 


Digitized by v^ooQle 




^ - TSOUY\ 1£J 


They pro ft rate them fe Ives, and are or¬ 
dered to rile, 4 My father,’ fa id the 
emperor, * do you not recolleft nje?’ 
Tfouy, lifting up his eyes, is (buck with 
aftonifhment. He would again proftrate 
Jiimfelf before the throne. The em¬ 
peror defcends from it; embraces him 
with the yyajrmett effuhon of foul; and, 
turnipgto a crowd of courtiers and learn¬ 
ed men, whom curiohty had drawn to 
the palace—* behold,' faid he, * the 
.« piort-ai, the ccleftial jnan, for whom I 

* have lb long fought in va^n! Beholfl 

* the philofopherl Henceforth Tfouy 
f (hall be called by no other name.’ 
Tfopy exclaims—* Forgive me, auguft 
f . Sire, if I prefume to interrupt you. 

* Where are my writings, that can en- 
f title me tp.this fplendid diftin&ion?’— 
f Your virtuous a&ions, my venerable 
« father, your.beneficent deeds, are the 
f beft of books. If Confucius had been 
f content only to write on Wifdoyn, and 

* had, never pra&iled her precepts, dp 

* you think he would have merited the 
f name of Supreme Legislator? You 
4 and your family (hall be t honoured 

* with every mark of my efteem.. I \yill 

* endeavour to repair the errors of my 

* father; and his 1’on will glory in being 
? your protestor and your friend; Share 
4 with Tcheou-Kong, the painful cares 

* of government. Aflift me Loth with 


4 your enlightened wifdom and fupportg 

* and, above all, never fear to preient 
4 conftantly before me the mirror of* 

* truth.’ " , .. .. 

Tlbuy would have declined thi# ex¬ 
alted honour. 4 I command you,’ faid 
the emperor, 4 in the name of my peo- 

* pie, not tp deceive my hopes. Imi* 
/ tate, each of you, that excellent mi? 
,*r nitler, Tcheou-Kong, and you will 
‘ he, like him, the benefa&ors of the 

* empire.’ 

Tfouy could only anfwerby thofede¬ 
licious tears, the expreflion of unfpeak- 
ahle gratitude. He, and all his family, 
enjoyed permanent favour; and he had, 
moreover, the fatisfa&ion of pardoning 
his enemies, whofedeftiny had been com¬ 
mitted to his pleafure. He had even the 
divine felicity of returning good for evil, 
and of fupporting them by his credit with 
the generous.Tching-Ouang. 

The Chinefe, after their deaths, erod¬ 
ed two itatues to their memory. Thpt 
of the emperor had no other inferiptiop 
than thele affecting words— 

, THE BENEFACTOR. 

And on the pedeftal of the ftatue of 
Tlbuy, was infctfbed that name, which 
has tranfmitted his eulogy to pofterityw* 

rj THE PHILOSOPHER. 


CHARlESSAj 

or,, 

A PATTERN FOR HER SEX, 
BY MR 


C HARIESSA was the voungeft 
child of a worthy and a&ive gen¬ 
tleman, who, though his name had a 
place in the will of a very opulent fa¬ 
ther, fuffered many hardrtiips, in the 
early part of his life, from the fcantinefs 
of his patrimony. His father was in- 
fe£led with that ridiculous, or rathei de- 
teftabU, family pride, by which mapy 
perfons aretempted to leave theiryounger 
children in abfolute indigence, from the 
yam and abfurd profpett of aggrandizing 
an eldeft fon; a projeft which was fug- 
gefted to the old gentleman we are fpeak- 
jng of, by his difeovery of a genealogi¬ 
cal table, which unluckily enabled him 


HAYLEY. 

to trace his progenitors to the reign of 
Edward the Fourth, when it appeared 
that one of his anceftors was high-lheriif 
for the county in which he refided. 

As the father of Chariefla had felt all tl;e 
evils arifing from an unjuft diftribution 
of property, he determined to leave what¬ 
ever fortune he might himfelf acquire, 
in equal proportions among his children. 
From a very fortunate marriage, and 
much unexpe&ed fuccefs in life, he was 
enabled, at his deceafe, to leave to hia 
fon, and to each of his two daughters, a 
portion equivalent to fixteen thoufand 
pounds. 

The fon had been educated in one of 

the 
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ibc firft mercantile houfet of London ; 
and, at the time of his father’s death, 
mas juft returned from a tour to the con¬ 
tinent, where he had been engaged in 
ftxing his future correfpondences, before 
fee fettled as a merchant. 

He had pafted fome few years in trade, 
when his uncle, the eldeft brother of his 
Lather, died without iftue, and left him the 
familyeftate,on the condition of his quit¬ 
ting commerce enti rely,and reliding at the 
ancient feat of theTrackums. He obeyed 
4 ie injun&ion of the will, and retired in- 
Sothe country with his wife ; who, though 
a celebrated beauty, was a lady of inti- 
-jwte discretion, and diftinguiftied through 
life by the moft prudent attention to a 
x - nu m e r ous family. 

Squire Trackum, as we (hall now call 
-him, changed his manners with his place 
•sf abode; and quitted the grave addrefe 
of the important merchant, to aflame the 
-boifterous jocularity of the efquires that 
Surrounded him. In a fhort timehe was lo 
-compleatly metamorphofed, that, in hia 
firft vifit to town,he greatly aftonifhed and 
entertained his old acquaintance of the 
i city; but his real character remained the 
feme. He now conccaled»undei the made 
,©f niftick joviality, that uncommon (hare 
of worldly wifdoro, which he formerly 
hid under the mantle of ferious and fo- 
Jemn fnmknefs; he even carried into the 
field of rural fport that inceflant atten¬ 
tion to intereft which he ufed to exert up¬ 
on Change; and, in the very moment* 
wlien he was galloping after a<hare,would 
calculate the chances of fettling a daugh¬ 
ter in marriage, or letting a farm to ad¬ 
vantage. In one unguarded moment of 
teal tVanknefs, when he was warmed by 
the bottle, he boafted, to an ultimate 
friend, that he never paffed ten minutes 
in the company of any man, without con- 
tidering how he might derive fome de¬ 
gree ofpecuniary or interefted advantage 
from his acquaintance. 

Before the fquire aflumed his rural 
charafter, Erinnis, the eldeft of fris two 
lifters, bad worried a gentleman of 9 dif- 
tant county, who was refpe&ed as the 
defeendantof an ancient family* and the 
-pofleflor of a large eftate. 

The unmarried Chariefta, whofe tem¬ 
per, fuitable to her pleating, elegant per*, 
fon, was iprightly, generous, and un- 
.lufpe&ing, conceived a molUively attach¬ 
ment to the wife and children of her bro- 
1 ther; whom fhe always regarded .with 
iuch affectionate confidence, that Ihe fuf* 


fered herfelf to be guided, in all import* 
ant points, by his judgment and advice. 

The provident (quire, con Aden ng that 
a rich maiden aunt is an admirable prop 
to the younger branches of a very fruit¬ 
ful houfe, had very early determined 
within himfelf, that nis After, Chariefta, 
Should pafs berlffe in tingle blttiednefs; 
and he doubted not but be had fuflkieat 
addrefs to confirm her an old maid, bv 
the artful device of penietually expref- 
ting the vtioft friendly foiicitqde for her 
marrying to advantage. He had per- 
fuaded her, on his leaving London, to 
chufefor her r.etidence a provincial town, 
in the neighbourhood orTrackum Hall; 
and by thus fecurine her within the reach 
of his conftant observation, and ftudy- 
ing to increafe the influence which he 
had already acquired over her frank and 
affe&ionate (pirit, he took the moft effec¬ 
tual precautions for accomplishing his 
wifhes. As Chariefta was in that rank 
of life, in which matrimonial approaches 
are .made rather in a flow and ceremo¬ 
nious, than a rapid and ardent manner^ 
the watchful fquire had Efficient time 
and opportunity to countered the at* 
tempt of every man whom 4 he found 
guilty, or whom he fufpe&ed, of adetigh 
on the heart and hand of this devoted 
yeftal. By inducing his innocent After 
to believe, that he moft heartily wtfHed 
to fee her well married; and by petfuad* 
ing her* at the lame time, to think h^hly 
of his penetration into the real eharac* 
ters of men—a penetration which it is 
.difficult for tingle ladies to acqoire-7-he 
brought the good and credulous Cha- 
tiefla ta.fee a(l her lovers exactly in that 
unfavourable point of view, in which hit- | 
pw« ir\tq-eft and artifice contrived to { 
(hew them. In confequence of her af- 
fe&ionate reliance on his affiduoua coua- 
fel, (he abfolutely rejeded the overtures 
.of three gentlemen, who were general¬ 
ly efteemed unexceptionable; but tb© 
Friendly zeal of jhc vigilant fquire had 
discovered, that they were all utterly un* 
worthy of fo excellent 9 creature as Cha- 
rieffa. 

The mean dstigns pf felf iptereft a^e 
frequently puniihed with the,heavy tax 
of folicitude, concerning the many dan-r f 
gers to which they aj;e commonly expof- j 
ed. It happened thus with our prudent j 
and fuccefsfpl fquire. He triumphed, 
indeed, by putting every fuitor to night, 

..yvhile Chariefta vefide ( d within the reach ' 

of his indefatigable attention; but there j 
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were periods, in which he was tormented 
-by the reftlefs apprehenfion of lofing all 
the fruits of his ungenerous labour. 

Attached as file Was to the perfon and 
family of her brother, Chariefla did not 
ceaie to love or to vifn her filler Erinnis; 
and Ihe refolved to pafs the fummer of 
every third year at the houfe of that la¬ 
dy, who was fettled in a very diftant part 
.or the kingdom. Erinnis was one of 
thofe extraordinary women, whom Na¬ 
ture, in a fit of perverfity, now and then 
produces, apparently for no purpofe but 
that of proving a burden to them fel vest, 
and a torment to all around them. Erin- 
nis had poflefled, like her filler, youth 
and beauty, opulence and undemand¬ 
ing; but Ihe poflefled them only to Ihew 
that, valuable as thefe endowments are, 
they are utterly infufficient to fecure hap- 
pinefs orefteem,without the nobler blef- 
fings of a benevolent heart and a regu¬ 
lated mind. She was early married to 
Sir Gregory Gourd, a,placid and honed 
.baronet, who, in rather an advanced fea- 
fon of life, had united himlelf to this 
young lady, by the advice of his rela¬ 
tions, for the two following purpofes : 
firfl, to pay off an incumbrance on his 
ancient ellate with a part of her ample 
dower; and, fecondly,to provide a male 
heir to that honourable houfe, whofe an¬ 
tiquity he contemplated with a compla¬ 
cent and inoffeniive pride. The luck- 
lefs knight was doubly difappointed in 
thefe his two favourite projects. As to 
thefirft, indeed, he paid off a mortgage; 
but foon found himlelf involved, by the 
profufion of his wife, in much heavier 
debts. As to his fecond hope, whether 
he had entered too .far into the vale of 
years to be gratified in fuch an expec¬ 
tation; or whether Nature, who had cer¬ 
tainly given no maternal tendernefs to 
the temper of Erinnis, had therefore wife¬ 
ly determined that Ihe Ihould never be a 
mother, I will not pretend to decide; but 
.certain it is, that,vehemently as Ihe pant¬ 
ed for this event, Erinnis had never any 
near profpe&of producing a child. This 
dilappointment, from what caufefoever it 
might proceed, had fuch an inceflant ten¬ 
dency to inflame the natural contemptu¬ 
ous malignity of her fpirit, that ihe in- 
fulted the poor fubmiflive old knight 
.with every humiliating outrage which 
an imperious wife can mfli6l on a terri¬ 
fied and unrefillinghu(band. 

The extreme envy with which the fine 
and flourilhing groupe of her brother's 
Vol.IL 


children in fpired her, tempted the clef* 
perate Erinnis to try the delufive and 
dangerous alfillance of quacks; who, 
lured by the prodigality with which flie 
was willing to pay for what could not 
be purchaled, fed her, for a long time, 
with frelh v hopes of producing, by they: 
various noftrumsjwhat Nature was refo- 
lutely determined to withold. 

Thefe villainous drugs had not only, 
all the mifchievous effe6l of drams, both 
on her countenance and temper, but led 
her into the habit of applying for prefent 
relief, in allheruneafy fetifationsof mind 
and body, to thofe flattering and falfs 
friends of the perturbed fpirit. 

Her paflions, naturally vehement and 
acrimonious, were thus inflamed into 
fits of frenzy; but, in the moments of 
her molt intemperate ablurdity and ex¬ 
travagance, (he conllantly retained a con- 
fiderable portion of hypocritical cunning; 
and, however infolent and injurious in 
her treatment of all her other relations, 
Ihe for ever exprefled, though in a dif- 
gulting manner, the fondeft affection for 
her fitter Charieffa. This affection was 
partly real, and partly pretended. There 
was, indeed, fo engaging, fo pure, fo 
fublitne a fpirit of indulgent benevolence, 
in the character of ChariclTa, that it could, 
not fail to inlpire eveh malignity and 
madnefs with lome portion either of love; 
or refpefr. But this paflionate attach¬ 
ment of Erinnis to her filler arofe chiefly 
from a mercenary motive. Though 
Charieflfa was, in general, blefled with 
good health and good fpirits, Ihe wa^ 
frequently fubjefr to certain feverilh at¬ 
tacks, in which her life was fuppofed to 
be in danger; and Erinnis, who.had 
Squandered enormous fums in the pub- 
lick difplay of much aukward magnifi- 
cence, and in many private articles of 
expence, was gro,wn fo needy and rapa¬ 
cious, that Ihe looked" forward, with all 
the eagernefs of avarice, to the feveral 
thoufand pounds which Ihe ^as fureof 
gaining if the good angel CharielTa took 
her flight to Heaven. In her moll llu- 
pifying fits of intoxication, and in her 
moll furious {allies of ill-humour, Ihe 
never loll fight of this expelled legacy. 
Chariefla, '-whofe pure and generous 
mind could hardly have been induced to 
believe that fuch an idea ever entered into 
any human breall, not only never fu- 
fpefred the profufe profeflions of this 
pretended love, but gave a very Angular 
and touching proof of the genuine filter- 
T ly 
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Ty affe&ion and confidence with which 
her own heart was inl’pired. It happen- 
.ed that (he was attacked by a very dan¬ 
gerous fever, at the houle of Erinnis. 
After many days confinement to hel* 
bed, being alone with her phylician, (lie 
laid to hitn, in a very calm and uhem- 
barrafi*ed manner—* Pray, Sir, tell me 

* very frankly, do you think I (ha!! 

* die?’ As herdillempcr had juft taken 
i fai'Ourable turn, the do< 5 lor very chear- 

r fully replied—* No, indeed, rrty good 

* Madam.’ Upon which (he exclaim- 
ed, in a very anfe&ionate tone—* I ant 

* glad of it, for the fake of my dear fil- 
4 ter !’ Nor was this the exclamation of 
£ feeble mind, afraid of death, and dif- 
guifing that fear under the irn/k of af- 
je6Vton. Charrfeffa was a genuine Chrif- 
fian, who, having weighed both this 
world and cite next in the balance of rea- 
fon and of faith, was at all times per- 
fe£lly prepared for her natural di(rota¬ 
tion. Her exclamation was the dJ6Vate 
of the moft generous and difinterefted 
tendernefs. She had ieen the artful 
Erinnis coume.feit fuch inordinate (or- 
row during the courfe of her malady; 
and (lie fo fondly believed the truth of 
tliat well-diflembied affliction. that, to- 
tally Free from every felfilh idea, the in¬ 
nocent Chariefla confidcred only the joy 
With which (he fuppofed her fifter would 
contemplate her unexpected recovery. 

Though her own affe&ionate and un- 
futpefting temper made her receive, with 
in amiable credulity, all the lavifh en¬ 
dearments of Erinnis, CharielTh was very 
far from being blind to the many glar¬ 
ing faults of ner turbulent fifter: but 
/he generoufly found an excufe for them, 
whidi converted them at once into ob¬ 
jects of the tendered compaflion. She 
perfnaded herfelf, that the fallow and fe¬ 
rocious appearance, in the altered coun¬ 
tenance of Erinnis, proceeded entirely 
from a difeale in her liver; and that all 

t the furious perverfities 6f her temper were 

owing either to the internal pain of this 
cruel diforder, or to the hot medicines 
which (lie was tempted to try. Under 
the influence of this kind idea, (he moft 
afliduoufly laboured, not only to apolo¬ 
gize for the often five irregularities in the 
conduCt and manners of Erinnis, but to 
counteract, to the utmoft of her power, 
all the miichievous effects of her capri- 
«io«»s arid vindictive ill-humour. She 
railed and comforted the poor knight, 
whenever (lie faw him reduced to a pain- 
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f d ftate of humiliation by the frathidb 
iniolence of his wife; fhe confoled and 
rewarded the innocent and tinfortunatfc 
domefticks, whenever (he found them 
ftript and difearded by their turbulent 
and offended miftreft; \n ftiort, fhe en¬ 
deavoured to maintain A degree of order, 
juftice, and decency, throughout a nu¬ 
merous houflvdd, under the ehaotick do¬ 
minion of a malevolent; ihtoxjcated fury: 
and whoever has feeti her in this trying 
■fituation, has feen a perfeft hhage &£ 
Charity; * believing all things, hoping all 
4 tilings, enduring all things.* 

Although the peaceable and chearfol 
fpirit of Chariefla could find but iitfclb 
pleafure in ahoufe like that of Erinnis, % 
compaffionate affeCtion to her fifter made 
her very ex a 51 in the ftated feafon of heir 
Vi fits: their duration always extended tb 
fix months, and fometimes amounted to 
feven; a circumftahce whidi did not fail ' 
to increafe the tormenting fears of her j 
diftant brother Trackum, who always j 
contemplated the Return of Chaneffa into 1 
his neighbourhood with that fort of la- i 
tisfadion which is felt by the tamer of a 
hi i d, on feeing it, after fluttering to tbt ; 
limits of an extenlivt chamber, return, \ 
in an eafy and voluntary manner, to the 
‘open door of it’s cage. j 

Chariefla, however, was very far from ( 
feelihg any degree of conftrunt: fhe de- j 
parted on many of thefe diftant vifits, 
and returned as often to her own man- 
fion, without once fufpeCUng the in* 1 

? |uietude which her long abfence never 
ailed to excite. Indeed, the fearful 
lquire might have faved himfelf the pain 
of many tearing doubts, and many pri¬ 
vate perplexing enquiries, had he been 1 
capable of forming a iuft elHmate of the j 

heart and mind of Cnariefla; but this, 
indeed, he was not; and though hfe ; 
knew that the magnificent bht lottery ha- * 

hitation of Erinnis was as much avoided J 
as the den of a favage, yet he trembled 
at the idea ofthe lovers that the unguard¬ 
ed Chariefla might meet in that potapqufc 
folitude. He was affured, that a ruftick 
apothecary, "arid A more ruftick divine* 
were the only frequent vifitors at this 
dreary caftle; but, as he had ho confi¬ 
dence in female delicacy or diferetion, 
and as he found that the man of phyfick. 
and the man of God were both fingTe 1 
'men, and that each Would have many - <i 
opportunities of being alone with Cha- 
riefla, lie greatly feared that /he and her 
fortune might fall a iaerifice to one**’ 

the 
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tU other of ibefe formidable mTailants. 
*Tbis groupdlefs terror, inftead of being 
dff*?iaiflied by time, incjealed with the 
increaiing age of Charielfa. The fquire 
vvas very coarfe in his idea of old maids: 
he concluded, that no. virgin turned of 
forty, and left entirely to her own dif- 
cmion, could refill auy matrimonial of¬ 
fer whatever; and, as his filler had reach¬ 
ed that decifive period on her lali vifit to 
J^rinnis, his fpirits were not a little de T 
preifed by his defpair of her return in 
that ltate of vettal purity which he had 
fo zealeufly wifiied her to maintain. At 
length, however, his apprehenfion’ was 
effectually terminated by an event which, 
though much more probable than the 
dreaded marriage of Charielfa, was not 
fo firongly anticipated by the imagina¬ 
tion of the diftant fquire. This event 
was the death of Erinnis; who, having 
utterly worn out a good conftitution by 
the moft abfurd and difgractrful in¬ 
temperance, died, as fire had lived, in 
magnificent mifery. The tender Cha- 
rieifa paid the laft offices pf affeCtion to 
her unworthy filter; and returned in a 
calm ami pious ftate of mind from the 
abode of joylefs grandeur, whofe vanity 
was now moR eompleatly fliewn to her 
own peaceful and comfortable manfion. 
Her difpofition was ftill remarkably 
chearful; and flie took too kind and too 
virtuous an inteieft in tire general happi- 
oefs of the living, to think affected for- 
row a proper compliment to tire dead. 
She bad too clearly feen all the various 
infelicity of Erinnis, not to conlider her 
releafe as a blefled event; and it pleated 
Heaven to reward the long and indulgent 
attention which file had paid to the bodily 
and mental infirmities of that unhappy 
relation with many years of undifturbed 
tranquillity, and the.pmeft focial enjoy¬ 
ment. I had opportunities to contem¬ 
plate her interefting charaSter at this fea- 
fon of her life; and, as I believe her to 
have been, for feverad yfcars, one of the 
happieft of mortals, I fiialh enlarge on 
the particular circumftances which con- 
ftituted that happinefs, and minutely ex¬ 
amine that invaluable caft of mind, 
which enabled her to gain and to fee ore 
the rareft and moft precarious of all hu¬ 
man poffefTions,—Charielfa was about 
forty-two when fire returned to a con¬ 
stant refidente in her own quiet and com¬ 
fortable manfion. $he was naturally fond 
#f focietyj. and her cafy for time enabled 


lier to enjoy it in that temperate ^nd 
rational manner which fuited her incli¬ 
nation. Having made many juft re¬ 
marks on the different conditions of 
female life, file was perfectly convinced, 
that ffie had great rea on to be (atisfici| 
with her own Jingle liate; and no inci¬ 
dents arofe that could make her wiffi to 
change it.' Her patrimonial fortune had 
been much increafed by fome confider- 
able legacies; and the enjoyed an incomp 
which, by heb prudent regulation of it, 
not only fupplied her with all the ufuaj 
comforts of aifiuence, but furnilhed hey 
with the exalted pleafure of conferring 
happinefs on a feleCted number of indul- 
trious poor. She had a fpacious and 
chearful boufe, that peculiarly plealei| 
her own fancy; and a let of intelligent 
and good-humoured domefticks, whq 
were attached, more by affeCtion than by 
intereft, to her perfon; and the neigh¬ 
bouring feat of her brother afforded her 
a }oung flout ifhing family, whom fhe 
frequently lurveyed with all the tender' 
delight of an affectionate parent. 

Such were the external circumftances 
that contributed to form the happinefs of 
Ciiarieffa; circumftances, indead, high¬ 
ly deiirable in themfelves, yet utterly in- 
fufficientto make a woman happy, with¬ 
out thole nobler internal blelhngs which 
were the true riches of Charieffa. She 
poffefted, in the moft eminent degree, a 
chearful fimplicity of heart, inexhauftible 
benevolence, ana unaffected piety, it 
was by the conftant, yet modeft exercifi; 
of thefe admirable qualities, that Cha- 
rielfa lecured to her It- If, .not only more 
felicity, but even more publick regard 
and attention, than was obtained by lome 
fingle ladies of her neighbourhood, who 
were undoubtedly her fuperiors in the 
attractive endowments of beauty, opu¬ 
lence, and wit. Charielfa, perhaps, was* 
never known in her life to utter a witty 
repartee; but fuch is the lively influence, 
of genuine good-nature, that her con- 
Verfation never failed to delight, and her 
houfe was frequented as the abode of be¬ 
nevolent vivacity. Though (he had 
paffed the gay period of youth, and never 
affeCied to difguife her age, ihe took a 
particular latisfa&ion in promoting tha 
innocent amufements of tlie young: in¬ 
deed, fiie was a general friend to every 
fiafon and every rank of life; evep the 
common acquaintance of Chariefta, if they 
bad any to&ft&on to wilh for her aflift- 
T a- ftnee. 
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ance, were fine of finding her, without eager and illiberal inve£live*s which have 
folicitation, a zealous promoter of their been known to flow, upon fuch exafpe- 
profperity anti plealure. rating occafions, from the lips of many 

There was a period in her lifei' at a quiet fpiniter, and of many a fober m*- 
which feme of her uncandid neighbours tron. The enmity of Charieffa was as 
Conje£hired, that the fubtle vice of ava- generous as her friendship j and, when- 
rice was beginning to infedl her; flie ever flie heard fuch petty abufive tales, 
fuddenly parted with her chariot, and re- as are bafely fabricated in every popular 
duced her eftabli foment, without nflign- conteft, for the purpofe of the hour, al- 
ingherreafousforaconduft ib Surprizing, though they favoured her own party, (he 
In a few years (he refumed her equipage, would difcountenance their circulation, 
and recommenced her ufual (file of liv- or expofe their abfurdity. Nor was this 
ing, with as much, or rather more fplen-- libeiality of condu6t without it’s reward: 
dor than ever. This ftill more engaged Charieffa had the fatisfa£tion of perceiv- 
the attention of the neighbourhood ; and ing, that (he conciliated to herfelf the 
the very people who, on the former alte- perfect refpefl and good-will of the moft 
ration, had acculed her of avarice, now oppofite contending chara&ers. Per- 
exclaimed, that Hie was either feized with haps there never lived a human being fo 
the frenzy of extravagance, or was en- fairly and fylly poffrtffed of general 
deavouring to allure a hulband. It was, efteem; and, to a mind truly amiable, 
however, proclaimed upon her death, there can hardly be a ftate of earthly en- 
by the worthy family of a deceased mcr- joyment fuperior to what arifesfrom in¬ 
chant, that, under the promife of the moft cetfant and open proofs of being univer- 
abfolute ftcrecy, (he had allotted to his Tally beloved. Having poffeffed for many 
affilfance, during the years of the above- years this tranquil and pure delight, the 
mentioned retrenchment, a full moi:ty of tender Charieffa began to fink under na- 
her income; by which generous exertion rural infirmity. She fuftained a (hort 
(he had (upportsd him through Ibme but fevere illnefs with exemplary com- 
moft cruel and uncleferved diiireffe^, en- pofure; and, in the clofe of it, with that 
a bled him to retrieve his circ umflances, calm and chearful devotion which had 
and preferve his family from impending dilbnguifhed her life, ' die refigned her 
ruin. benevolent fpirit to the Great Parent of 

Though her fpirits were naturally all benevolence, 
quick, and her afFe&iom very ftrong, I The influence of her virtue was very 
never heard an inftance of her being at far from ceafing with her mortal exift- 
any time betrayed into an uncandid ani- ence: and, though twelve years have now 
mofity. The town m which (h' lvlided elnpled fince the deceale of this admi- 
was frequently diftra&ed by ecclefiaftical t able woman, her excellent qualities are 
and parliamentary contentions. In thofe If ill frefli in the memory of all who had 
uncharitable druggies tor power, 'here- the happint-is of her acquaintance; and 
lations ol Chan-, fa were often hotly en- they hardly ever pafs the houfe in which 
gaged. Her a it..: lion ate heart never flie relided, without beftowing a figh of 
failed, indeed, to take a lively intereft in regret, or a fentence of praife, on the 
all their purfuits; but foe never ridiculed merits of Charieffa, 
or vilified their opponents with thofe 


IB.RAHIM and AD A LA IDE, 

AN ORIENTAL TALE, ’ 

I BRAHIM, Caliph of Dam a feus, eye at his prefence, could not diflipate an 
was juvenile and handiome. He was internal gloom which preffed upon the 
invelted with authority; and his power fprings of life, and had obtained him the 
was applied to communicate happinefs, appellation of The Grave. 
and alleviate diftrefs. He was the idol With the learching eye of dutiful re¬ 
ef his people, and the admiration of fur- gard, his attendants had long endea- 
rounding nations. But he had not as voured to develope the myftery that gave 
yet talked of tjie felicity which he confer- a penfive afpeft to the face of majefty* 
red; and the joy that brightened in every but their refearches had always termi¬ 
nated 
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nated Immcertain conie£hire9, and inef¬ 
fectual reflections; fince the future had 
eonftantly convinced them that their 
judgment was erroneous. 

Hamed was the principal officer of 
the court; and while his wifdom, his in¬ 
tegrity, and his years, procured him uni - 
verfa! elieem, thefe qualities by no means 
efcaped the attention of Ibrahim the 
Grave, who cultivated his friendfhip 
with the moft afliduous care, and funk 
the monarch in the man and the com¬ 
panion, whenever Hamed attended on 
his royal perfon. 

The yoyngsll daughter of Hamed, the 
lovely Adalaide, as far tranfcended the 
rofes of Damafcus in the bloom of her 
complexion, and the diamonds of Gol- 
conda in the brilliancy of her eyes, as the 
iaffron tinge of thq morning exceeds the 
moll perfect imitation of art; or the lucid 
* brightnefs of the ftars, that-glitter m the 
celeliial canopy, the feeble glare of light 
that illumines the tomb of the prophet: 
and as virtue and innocence had ever been 
her guides, and her father's wifdom had 
been transfufed into her foul, with the 
additional charm that humility gives to 
female perfections, (he was the uni verfa I 
objeCl pf attraction, and concentered the 
regards of the gay, the fplendid, and the 
young, who fluttered round the throne 
of Damafcus. 

Adalaide and Ibrahim had, in their in¬ 
fant years, been infeparable companions. 
The fame fun had gilded their natal day; 
the fame lefTons of fage advice had been 
dictated to each, and imbibed with mu¬ 
tual delight: and if Adalaide was cele¬ 
brated for every accomplifhment which 
adorns her fex, Ibrahim was no lefs fa¬ 
mous for the practice of every virtue that 
is worthy of a prince. They had, at 
that early period, been remarked for the 
fondnefs of their attachment. The fair- 
eft flowers in the gardens of the palace 
Were culled by his hands, and formed 
into a chaplet for her hair; the moft ex- 
quifite fruits that the benignity of the 
climate, or the affiduity of art, could pro¬ 
duce, eonftantly bpfpread her little table; 
and a thoufand minute, circumftances 
continually ocourred to indicate the 
prince's afFeClion for his lovely compa¬ 
nion, before either ambition or art had 
taken pofleflion of their minds, or the 
fimplicity of native innocence had learn¬ 
ed referve from the knowledge of vice, 

Theneceflary reftraint, and prudent 

efrciunfp^&ioji, which maturer years na¬ 


turally exaCt from the virtuous of the 
tender fex, the death of the Caliph Soly-' 
man, and Ibrahim's aflumption of the 
reins of government, had diffolved this' 
intimacy, which childhood only func¬ 
tioned, and which the voiceof the publick 
might have cenfured, if continued un¬ 
der the empire of Reafon. Several years 
had elapfed in which they had not beheld 
each other; yet fame had not been blent 
in recording their mutual virtues, and 
the friendfhip grafted on early youth had 
tacitly blolfomed and * interwoven itfeif 
with their maturer age* 

The throne of Damafcus was now 
eftablifhed in the moft perfeCt fecuritv, 
by the wifdom of the monarch, and the 
integrity of his fervants. The ftreams 
of juftice flowed with untainted purity; 
the voice of jov 1 efounded in every ftreet$ 
and the benedictions of a grateful people 
afeended the heavens, when they con¬ 
templated the felicity of their govern¬ 
ment. 

Ibrahim was alone deaf to the founds 
of gladnefs: neither the gems that fpaik¬ 
ied in the diadem he wore, nor the feli¬ 
citations of a nation he had rendered 
happy, could brighten his features into 
joy, or clothe his lips with a fmile. 

, The venerable Hamed began to be 
alarmed for the fovereign he loved; and 
was one day about to hint his apprehen¬ 
sions, when Ibrahim, beckoning to him 
with his hand, bade him attend him in 
the royal gardens. 

Being leated under a pavilion, per¬ 
fumed by the furrounding odoriferous 
bloffoms, and cooled by the dewy dafli 
of a neighbouring cafcade, Ibrahim 
commanded his minifter to liften, and 
to regard with the eye of a parent a mo-, 
narch whom he had always treated as 
a ion. • 

* Hamed,’ proceeded he, * I am fen- 

* Able of your zeal to inveftigat the 

* caufe of my too apparent dejeCtion, and 

* the alacrity you have difplayed todif- 

* pel it by the wifdom of age; I am con- 

* vinced of your unfhaken loyalty, and 

* unbiafled integrity; and can now,with- 
‘ out hefitation, inform you, that my 
‘ happinefs has ever depended on an al« 

‘ liance with your many virtues. The 

* imprefllon which the lovely Adalaide 

* made on this heart before it was fuf- 

* ceptible of aught but innocence, is as 

* indelible as the feal of Mahomet, or 

* the gratitude of virtue.^ Look not 

* amazed,’ added be, ‘ I have been pru- 

* dent 
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* dent til! reftraint is no longer necef- 

* fary. Under your aufpices 1 fee my 

* dominions fiourifh, and my fubjefts 
4 happy; and having confulted their in- 
‘ tereit fir ft, as becomes a fbvereign, (hall 

* I be cenfured for making my own hap- 

* pinefs the fecondary objeft? The little 

* difparity of rank, which pride only will 
4 regifter, and folly alone can reproach, 

* finks into it’s original nonentity at 
c the powerful voice of love# My choice 

* was unalterably fixed, before reafon 
. 4 could forefee, or ambition anticipate, 

* the inconvenience of titles; and 1 truft 

* your approbation will eompleat the fe- 

* licity of my life, and the glory of my 

* reign.’ 

4 Beloved fovereigp,’ replied the afto- 
nifbed Hamed, * you confound me with 
« the honour intended to be conferred on 
4 my family; bet neither the partiality 

* of a father, nor the fplendor of a throne, 

* muft influence my judgment, or draw 
/ 4 me from my duty and approved alie- 

* giance. Adalaide efteems you as her 
4 fbvereign; her father loves you as his 
4 Ion, and honours you as his king; but 

* neither of them can ever content to 
4 taint the blood of royalty, or fink- you 
4 in the eftimation of the reputed wife. 
0 The faireft princefles of the Eaft court 

* your alliance, whofe rank may add 
4 dignity to the throne; and (hall the 
4 humble offspring of Hamed be prefer 
4 red to the progeny of kings and he- 

* roes! Eefleft, my prince, on your own 
4 quality; regard the united wifhes of 

* your people; and chufe a con fort wor- 
0 thy of the exalted line from which you 
4 are fpruogf* 

Haying laid this, he arofe; and left the 
Caliph Ibrahim sbforbed in thecontem- 
plation of his own mifery; and fixed in 
one fettled look, expreffive of the fufpen- 
Aon of thought. At length, darting 
from his trance, he exclaims— 4 Am I, 

* rhen, inverted with the dignity of a 
4 king, and with power to confer blifs 
4 which yet I am not worthy to tafte? It 
4 cannot be! This heart moves not in 
4 unifon with the pomp of majerty, and 
0 the foundings of ambition. Dominion 
4 is no longer amiable in my eyes, than 
4 while I can at once confer and receive 
•.happraefs. Royalty is incapable of 
4 extinguishing the feelings of the foul, 
0 the tran^orts of love, or die ftmgs of 

* inquietude; and has Eternal Provi- 

* dence only eievated my head to render 
4 me more eminemly nuforabfo? This, 


4 furely, is not compatible with it’s 
4 mercy! But I will no more arraign it’s 
4 infcrutablc decilions: lobe humble, is 
4 to be happy; and this is ftill within my 
4 own power!’ 

He then haftily srofe; and wandering 
without any determined view, he inad-* 
vertently paffed through a door, which 
Hamed had by accident left open, and 
which only feparated his gardens from 
tbofe t>f the palace. As he advanced 
without regarding any fingle objeft, and 
paufed on the mifery of grandeur, he 
was fuddenly alarmed by a loud ftmek 
from the lovely Adalaide, who was ter¬ 
rified at the Caliph’s unexpected ap¬ 
proach , and the viiible agitation of his 
mind. 4 Dearcft Adalaide!’ exclaim¬ 
ed he, haftening towards her, and re¬ 
ceiving her in his arms, 4 fear not the 
4 prefence of love, and ftartle not at the 
4 voice of Ibrahim. Is the feiicky of 
4 our juvenile days already forgot, and 
4 fhall reafon difdain to own the fen- 
4 fations which infant innocence taught 
4 us mutually to feel? If my remem- 
4 brance be erafed from your breaft, 
4 Ibrahim has nothing to hopef if he is 
4 ftill regarded by Adalaide, there is 
4 nothing that can occafion him a fear* 
4 Your father, to whom I have unbo- 
4 fomed myfdf, has urged me to reprefs 
4 the honeft feelings of a genuine a&ec- 
4 tion; and will you, too, join to deprive 
4 that heart df it’s laft confolation*which 
4 has only fupported the cares of date, 
4 and borne the trappings of royfcUy, 
4 that it might the better entitle itfelf to 
4 your regard?* 

4 Ibrahim,* replied the lovely daugh¬ 
ter of Hamed, trembling with fear 4 our 
4 childifli attachment ftiould, if pofiible, 
4 be forgotten! My heart is averfe to 
4 the gilded pageantry of ftate, and my 
4 humble birth precludes me from 
4 afpiring to royal regard. Though 
1 young, I have been accuftomed to 
4 think; and though Ibrahim in a lower 
4 ft at ion would command the inviolable 
4 afte&ion of Adalaide, as a king he is 
4 too exalted to be loved. I hare con- 
4 fidered elevated rank as only ftrcwhtg 
4 the path of life with fplendid mifery § 
4 and am in drafted to believe, that the 
4 virtues flomifh moft at a cbftance from 
4 Che breath of adubCzoa, and the pro- 
4 ftituted incenfe of a throne. . Forgive 
4 the freedom of Adalaide; and be as 
4 bluffed as your franfcendent virtues 
4 'merit, ctf your fondcfebopescan wifti!' 

4 Divine 
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* Divine Adalaide,* exclaimed the 
/ Caliph, 4 (he juft net's of your fentiments, 

and their congeniality with my own, 
4 only ferve to inflame my regard. The 
4 fplendor of royalty has no charms for 
4 me, if they impede the current of 

* blifs; and any ftation, with Adalaide, 
4 is fuperiorto the throne of Damafcus. 
4 I have for fome time intended to re- 

,*• fign the fceptre in favour of my bro- 
- 4 rher Alfaron, after having fttflici- 
- 4 ently proved that the happinefs of my 
4 ftihjefts lay near my heart, and to 
. 4 retire to a private ftation, where love 
4 might illumine my future years, and 
4 the charms of Adalaide prove capable 
4 of fumiftiing that happinefe which the 

* crown could never beftow. You have 
4 confefled, angelick Adalaide, that my 
4 rank is the foie obftacle to your af- 
4 fedion ; behold, then, in Ibrahim, 
, 4 your eq^al, and your lovers and, 
4 believe me, the facrifice of royalty to 
4 your regard, wil 1 never prompt a Tingle 
4 fight* 

* Generous Caliph V replied Adalaide 
—her full heart would not permit her 
toarticulateanotherword,and (he fainted 
in the arms of Ibrahim. While the Ca¬ 
liph was exerting every expedient to re- 
{tore her, Hamed -precipitately entered 
the garden ; and; with itiexpreflible afto- 
itiftiment and concern^ beheld the fitua- 
tion of his daughter. Adalaide being 
feon recovered, Ibrahim communicated 
to Hamed the whole that had patted, 
not concealing hfc refolutson to rdirt- 


quifh the throne; and added, that it 
would be in vain to attempt, by tbo 
eloquence of wifdom, any alteration in 
hit views, which he declare^ were deter¬ 
mined and inflexible. Hamed bowed 
with dutiful fubmiflion to what he faw 
it would be impoflible to prevent; and, 
in a few days, Ibrahim refigned the 
trappings of power to his brother Alfa- 
ron, that he might enjoy, uninterrupted, 
the more tranquil empire or love. This 
abdication was at ftrft heard with con- 
fternation and difmay; but reafon and 
gratitude ibon re fuming their place m 
the people's hearts, hit nuptials with 
Adalaide were celebrated with the 
ftrongeft proofs of ardent attachment, 
and not a tongue dared to withold it’s 
eftufions of praife. 

Ibrahim retired with his adored Ada¬ 
laide to a delightful retreat on the banks 
of the UHer, and long enjoyed that hap¬ 
pinefs which the fceptred monarch fid- 
dom feels; and, to the laft hour of 
recorded life, never heaved a figh for 
the pageantry he had left behind. After 
fpending many happy years with a nu¬ 
merous and virtuous family, they both 
ftept in peace; and Alfaron being ga¬ 
thered to theduft of his fathers without 
iflue, the eldelt fon of Ibrahim and 
Adalaide was called to the throne, who 
fwayed the fceptre with a moderation 
which, while it recalled the memory 
of his father, endeared his own name 
to a grateful potter ity. 


LYCANDER and POLYPHON; 

OR, 

THE RIVAL BROTHERS. 

AN ANCIENT BRITISH STORY. 

BY MR. HARRISON. 


*HE SHUT FROM A POEM BY MRS. LEAPOR, IN MR. HARRISON** COLLEC¬ 
TION OF THE BEAUTIES OF BRITISH POETRY. 


I N thofe dark days of lawlefs anarchy, 
when the feudal fyftem prevailed 
throughout Europe; and every peer had 
his legions of enflaved vaflals, ready to 
facrince lives of little value to themfelves, 
for the promotion of his own arbitrary 
views, or to fecure him all the bafe gra¬ 
tifications of his brutal and ungoverned 
appetites j it was the fortune 01 the good 


Clytiphon to live in the neighbourhood 
of Baron Laon, a nobleman of the'moft 
unblemifhed honour. 

CJytiphon had loft an amiable wife on 
the very day in which {he had prefented 
him with a daughter, the foie pledge of 
their mutual attachment: and the edu¬ 
cation of his darling girl, with the fond 
hope of feeing her happily fixed in a fta- 
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tioft equal to her merits* conftituted the 
full hieafure of that hills which he now 
looked for on this fide the grave. 

Sophinia was the exa6t image of Cy- 
thania, her deceafed mother, whofe per¬ 
sonal charms had feldom been equalled; 
and often, indeed, did the notice of their 
ftrong refemblance fuddenly overwhelm 
Clytiphon with a flood of tears, which 
.kindly dimmed his fight, and fecluded 
the painfully pleafing vifion, for a few 
minutes, that he might have time to re¬ 
coiled himfelf, and fubmit, without re¬ 
pining, to the will of Him, *• who had 
•• given, and who had taken away!” 

But Sophinia, like her departed mo¬ 
ther, poflefled accomplifhments more va¬ 
luable, and more lading, than beauty : 
her manners were mild and amiable, and 
•her mind was at once pure and en¬ 
lightened. 

With fuch attra&ions, it may feem 
imneceflary to add, that Ihe was adored 
by every youth who beheld her; after 
obferving, therefore, that the noble Laon, 
her illultiious neighbour, had two fons, 
Lycander and Polyphon, it will not ap¬ 
pear at all extraordinary, that both 
fhould be enamoured of this paragon of 
perfection; and, though brothers, prove 
rivals for her love. 

Thefe noble youths greatly refembled 
each other in perfon, but their minds 
were widely different. Their forms were 
equally elegant; and the features of each 
were pleafing, though in different de¬ 
grees. Lycander, the eldeft, was of 
what is ufuallv denominated a faturnine 
complexion; Polyphon, the youngeff, 
of a more open countenance, and a lefs 
referred diljiofition: yet they loved each 
other with the trued fraternal affe&ion; 
till that potent paffion, which is the tyrant 
of the human heart, entered their per¬ 
turbed bofotns, to fubjagate every op- 
pofing regard. 

Long had the illuftrious youths nou¬ 
rished their growing love for Sophinia; 
and long had they dreaded the much to 
be dreaded effe&s of a rivalry, which 
each could perceive already began to 
deflroy that unlimited confidence, that 
mutually unreferved communication of 
fentimems, which had heretofore fub- 
£lted between them. 

The intimacy of the two families, not- 
withllanding the difference of rank, 
gave them frequent opportunities of 
vifiting the peaceful manfion of Cly¬ 
tiphon, and of enjoying the converi'a- 


tion of his lovely daughter; and Sophinia 
had very early perceived their ceafelefs 
efforts to infpire her with a regard which 
i he felt the impropriety of entertaining 
for either. 

This was the original fuggeftion of 
reafon; but love foon intruded fenti- 
ments more gratifying to the not alto¬ 
gether illaudible ambition of a virtuous 
young woman, who felt herfelf diipofed' 
to merit, as much as poffible, any ad¬ 
vancement which Fortune fhould be in¬ 
clined to beffow. But, though ambition 
might be beft gratified by an attachment 
to the elder brother; her heait, governed 
by no fordid confiderations, hefitated not 
to decide hi favour of Polyphon. Yet 
flie' feared, with great reafon, the fatal 
confequences of Lycander’s impetuous 
tamper, fhould he by any means dif- 
cover that he was likely to be difappoint- 
ed in what was mantfeniy, at this period, 
the firfl: great purfuit of his life. 

Polyphon,however,had toolargea (hare 
of understanding, not to perceive the par¬ 
tiality in his favour; nor was the too 
violent love of Lycander accompanied 
by fo fmall a degree of it’s concomitant 
jealoufy, as to be quite free from fufpi- 
cion of the fa&, which his pride only 
refuf’ed to recognize. 

Polyphon having at length obtained 
from Sophinia an acknowledgment that 
ihe could not remain infepfible of his re¬ 
gards, with much difficulty prevailed on 
her fo far to favour his pretenfions, as 
privately to blefs him with her company* 
as often as poffible, in thofe fequeltered 
fhades which funounded the retirement 
of Clytiphon. Amidft the mazes of thefe 
delightful retreats, the lovers had fre¬ 
quently contrived to meet undifeovered; 
and there, with a purity equal to that of 
the chafteft.inhabitantsof the groves, the 
foie witneffes of what angels might with¬ 
out difapprobation have beheld, they re¬ 
peatedly interchanged vows of eternal 
conffancy, and proteftations of unalter¬ 
able regard. They lamented, it is true, 
on thele occafions, the neceflitv of thus 
meeting in private; but they dreaded the 
confequence to Lycander's peace, fhould 
they venture to make a hafty publick 
avowal of an attachment which was in 
reality their chief pride, and thus fud¬ 
denly confign him tn the pangs of fo 
fevere a disappointment, without that 
gradual preparation which they felt 
would be requisite, though the means of 
adopting meafures, at once fufficiemfy 

delicate 
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delicate, and fully adequate to the talk of 
producing this delirable effect, invariably 
baffled all their endeavours, when the 
ho»r for practice arrived, though the 
theory had notunfrequentlyamuled them 
with the hope of accompliftiing what they 
both fo ardently wifhcd. 

But while the lovers were thus anx¬ 
ious to fhield Lycander from infelicity, 
be was full as actively engaged in pur- 
fuits calculated to deftroy their happi- 
nefs. 

The vigilance of jealoufy, though it 
bad for fometime been eluded, at length 
di(covered that Polyphon and Sophinia 
bad private interviews; and the agony 
which this dilcovery Conveyed to the 
mind of Lycander, is neither to be de¬ 
ferred by a Writer, nor conceived by a 
reader, who has never felt the mifery of 
a fimilar fituation* 

Unaccuftomed to neftraints of any 
kind, he would have inftantly rufhed on 
the lovers, and facrificed the life of the 
one, and the ftill dearer honour of the 
other; but they were quitting the retire¬ 
ment too favourable to fuch a defigrt, 
when he at firft perceived them—him- 
felf unperceived—and a fingle moment’s 
reflexion was fuffleient to deter him 
from the a&ual perpetration of fuch fa- 
vage barbarity. 

His more deliberate purpofe, however, 
waft perhaps little lefs inhuman. 

Lycander had long been in habits of 
intimacy with Miranthus, a young man 
in the uncontrouled polfeflion of an am¬ 
ple fortune, and whole paffions were 
congenial with his own* 

To him, therefore, he haftened 5 and, 
having bitterly inveighed againft what 
he judged it expedient to denominate the 
perfidy of his brother, it was agreed to 
watch narrowly the motions of Polyphon, 
and contrive that he (hould be effe&ually 
delayed, as by accident, on his way to 
meet Sophinia, at their next intended 
interview, while ihe was carried off by 
armed ruffians, the vaflals of Miranthus, 
to a folitary caftle in the neighbour¬ 
hood, where (he (hould either be per- 
fuaded or compelled to give her hand 
to Lycander. 

At the fame time it was concerted, 
that a fufficient force (hould be in feadi- 
>tfs to defend the caftle againft all at¬ 
tacks from the friends and dependants 
,©fPolyphon 3 who, it wa» not doubted, 
would &9 n difeover where the objeCl of 
his regards was concealed* 

Vot. II. 


*JS 

In two days an opportunity offered j 
and thC amiable Sophinia, having juft 
entered the grove, where (he expe^ed to 
find, as u fual, her beloved Polyphon im- 
pitielitly waiting, was Aiddenly alarmed 
by the approach of three armed men# 
rulhing from a thicket, who inftantly 
feiied the (bricking fair, and fOon con¬ 
veyed her to the place which had been 
agreed on,' where (he was (hut up in a 
gloomy apartment, and left to meditate 
alone on her fituation, in undefcribable 
agony. 

As yet Lycander had not made his 
appearance 3 but Sophinia rightly con¬ 
jectured, as loon as (he was capable of 
reflecting, that it was to his machina¬ 
tions (he owed this otherWife Unaccount¬ 
able violence. 

In the evening, this idea was abun¬ 
dantly confirmed by his entrance. He had 
at length fummoned up refolutiou enough 
to meet the fair whom he had thus in¬ 
jured : hut he was unable to approach 
without trembling $ and his tongue fal¬ 
tered with the confeioufnefs of it’s baft 
office, as he framed excufes to palliatV 
his unjuftifiable conduCV. 

In vain did he urge the force of hii 
paffion, and offer to repair the infult by 
an immediate marriage, and a life de¬ 
voted to her love. With all the indig-' 
nation of wronged innocence, (he re¬ 
jected every propofal ; and demanded 
her liberty, with a firmnefs v which at - 
once awed and aftonifhed him. 

She reproached him with the meannefs 
of thus feiiing a defencelefs woman ) 
and ftung him by the moft lolemn af- 
feverations, that (lie loved his injured 
brother with a regard which could alone 
be equalled by her deteftation of hntifelfi 
that brother, (lie warned him, would 
end, or revenge, her Wrongs j and Hea¬ 
ven, who well knew how finmeiitcd 
thefe wrongs were, would not fail to 
atfift him. 

The Voice of Toothing having been 
fruitlessly employed by Lycander, he 
now began to try the effeCt of menses i 
and the brutality of his threats would 
have inftantly funk Sophinia into infen- 
fibility, had (he not providentially beert 
fuftained by the reflection of wh..t con- 
fbmmate villainy might be induced to 
attempt when there was no lortgtf a pof- 
fibility of refiftanc£i In the (1 en2y wii ch 
now poffeflfed his foul, he even meditated 
the death of the lovely viCiim j and the 
hand of the D<hpon of Murder was at 
U laft 
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lad only redrained by the fuggedions of 
the Demon of Lud. 

At this critical jun&ure, the watch¬ 
word was loudly repeated; and the cry 
of arms, refounding through the cadle, 
fummoned the immediate attention of 
Lycander. 

Acanthus, the friend of Polyphon, 
who had been too fuccefsfully rivalled 
by Miranthus in the affe&ions of the 
* unfortunate Elwina, whofe haplefs fate 
he dill too keenly regretted, was indulg¬ 
ing his favourite contemplation in tne 
impervious gloom of the fored that af¬ 
ternoon, when his ears were invaded by 
the cries of a didreffed female, whole 
voice he had been able to trace as far as 
this lonely cadle; and, foon afterwards, 
meeting rolyphon in all the agony of 
his difappointment, it was concluded 
that Sophinia had been carried off, and 
not a moment was lod in convening 
their mutual friends and dependents, 
with a determination to effe& her relcue, 
or die in the attempt. 

Polyphon and nis brave friends had 
now reached the walls; and, having 
furrounded the cadle, made a mod fu¬ 
rious aflault, and at length forced an 
entrance, with confiderable (laughter. 
Thefortrefs was defended by ahundred 
, and fifty men, and Polyphon had 
brought about an equal number againd 
it. ' As they now fought hand.to hand, 
the eye of-Miranthus glanced at the in¬ 
jured Acanthus; and the remembrance 
of his bafenefs made him dread the 
avenging hand of retribution: but his 
fears only urged him to defperation, and 
the vehemence of his attack gave the 
cooler Acanthus an opportunity of do¬ 
ing himfelf tuftice; the fpear of Miran- 
thus was evaded by the dexterity of 
Acanthus, who indandv plunged his 
own into the bofom of his enemy. 
When Lycander faw Miranthus fall, he 
advanced furioufly towards his brother 
Polyphon, who now requeded a parley; 
but the rage of Lycander was too gieat 


to accept any terms of accommodation, 
and the proffered kindnefs was imputed 
to apufillanimity unworthy the offspring 
of Laon. He difclaimed, therefore, 
the title of brother; and madly impeach¬ 
ed the facred and unfullied hopour of 
their deceafed parent. Polyphon could 
no longer fupport fuch infufferable info- 
lence, and his arm wa6 drongly nerved 
againd the flanderer of his mother's 
fame. In fuch a druggie, the battle is 
not always to the ftrong; and Lycander, 
who could hardly have been vanquished 
in a righteous caufe, fell beneath the 
fword of his brother. 

* ’Tis well!’ he cridd; * thou haft 

* proved thyfelf the fon of Laon, and 

* nobly vindicated our mother’s virtue l 

* O my brother, I am juftly punifhed 
4 for my perfidy; but, unworthy as I 
4 am, fee my remains depofited in the 
c tomb of our anceftors, whole worth 

* could never have been perpetuated had 
4 Lycander's arm prevailed. By thee 

* and the chade Sophinia (hall our an- 
4 cient honour be tranfmitted unfullied 
4 to poderity; and, with this redeltion, 
4 and your forgivenefs, as well as that 
4 of a father whom you muft continue 
4 to comfort, I now clofe my wretched 
4 exidencel’ 

Thefe were the lad words. uttered by 
Lycander; who died in the aims of his 
brother Polyphon, and left him in a date 
of but little fuperior animation. 

Thus ended the conted of the Rival 
Brothers. Laon was with difficulty 
confoled by his duteous fon, who him¬ 
felf greatly needed confolation; and it 
was not till two years afterwards, that 
the peace of the feveral parties, in this 
melancholy affair was diffidently re- 
dored, to admit a jayful celebration of 
the nuptials of polyphon and Sophinia, 
whofe condud difappointed not the high 
expe&ations which had been formed of 
the connubial felicity to be derived from 
the union of fuch confummate virtue and 
honour. 


THE DEATH OF LOVE- 

A LESSON FOR PARENTS. 


L E T others celebrate the heroes who 
have ravaged the world, be mine 
to delineate the ibf ter feelings of huma¬ 


nity. It is my wifh to prefervC tfie me¬ 
mory of thofe intereding beings, who 
were the images of the Divinity; thofe 
intereding 
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intending beings, whole prefence elevates 
the foul, and whofe tenements raife us to 
the pinnacle of felicity. 

How fleeting is tirtie !—Alas ! it ap¬ 
pears but a6 yelterday, that in traverflng 
the Mall, I met two lovely creatures, 
who called forth wonder and admira¬ 
tion. Their complexions were fingu- 
larly beautiful; one was delicately fair, 
the other an animated brunette. The 
one, by a bewitching look, difplayed a 
feeling heart, and the Uvelieft fenfibility 
—but they are no more! The latter fell a 
vi&im to an unhappy marriage; and the 
former is thefubjeft of this little tale. 

Augufta Muflcrole, at the age of fif¬ 
teen, was one of thofe beauties who call 
forth univerfal*admiration. Her eyes 
were fparkling; her arched eye-bipws 
of a fable hue; her complexion was the 
tint of the lily and the rofe; her mien 
majeftick and graceful; her (hape Angu¬ 
larly (hiking; and her manner enchant¬ 
ing. Such is the (ketch df our captivat¬ 
ing heroine. 

Augufta, fo fufceptible herfelf of the 
tendered fentiments, infpiredthe popular 
Mr. Beauchamp with the moft violent 
pafllon. He was the only fon and heir 
to a very confiderable eftate; and this dif- 
parity in their fortunes led to their mu¬ 
tual ruin. Augufta foon difcovered his 
attachment; and, with a kind of con¬ 
cern mixed with fear, (he received his 
vifits with a froideur that awed her lover 
into a refpeftful filence. Her looks 
feemed to indicate—* Why are your ad- 

* dreffes made to me ? Why will you 

* expofe me to the danger of becoming 
4 too fufceptible, at the expence of my 

* happinefs ?’ 

The lover hadalready drank fuch large 
portions of love, that nothing could hin¬ 
der his ailiduities. He got himi'elf in¬ 
troduced into thofe families that Augufta 
vifited, in order to behold more fre¬ 
quently the objeft of his adoration. No¬ 
thing feemed to amufe him; a deep me^ 
lancholy reigned in his countenance. 
While Augufta affe&ed not to pbferve 
this alteration, (he ftudied how to (hun 
his importunities; nevcrthelefs, he was 
ever uppermoft in her thoughts. This 
perfevering conduct in Mr. Beauchamp 
produced the natural effect of pity for 
nis apparent mifery. The lover was 
cbnfoled in experiencing this change in 
his favour; he ventured to articulate ceiv 
lain phrafes; he was x liftened to with a 


certain degree of condefcenfton, This 
point being once gained, the progrefsbe¬ 
came rapid. 

One day, as the lovers were Angular* 
ly embarraffed at Lady Hume's concert, 
(he good-naturedly relieved them by an 
agreeable raillery. 

* Good Mr. Beauchamp,' faid her 
ladyfhip, * when did you fee Mifs Sophia 

* Medwin?' 

* Ah, Madam, do not name the ty- 

* rant!* replied Mr. Beauchamp, with 
apparent emotion. 

* Blefs me 1 yvhat an epithet! This 

* lady’s adorers have eternally on their 

* lips chains, flavery, and wretched* 

* nefs! Your admiration, Mr. Beau- 
4 champ, has fpoilt the polite, -affable, 

* and eafy gentleman. Let me unde* 

* ceive you, Sir; I believe Mifs Sophia 
4 Medwin the moft amiable of her fex. 

* Take my word for it, we are not fuch 
4 tyrants as you may fuppofe us. This 

* air of fadnefs ill becomes you any 

* where, but at the repfefentation of a 

* deep tragedy!’ 

4 Ah, Madam! tell the lady who 
4 has won my heart, to quit hers, and I 

* will inftantly quit mine.* 

4 And do I know her ? may I crave 
• 4 her name?* faid Augufta. 

c Her name, Madam, is the A 1 I- 

* amiable: nothing is equal to her in the 
4 world. The lilies and rofes difpute 
4 the empire of her* complexion: her 

* eyes—(deceitful eyes, for they appear 
4 tender and compaflionate)—her look 
4 is ravifhing—on her lips ht the Loves 

* and the Graces.* 

4 But, Sir,* faid Lady Hume, * this 
4 description is, perhaps, applicable to 
4 many ladies who are nowprefent.’ 

4 I grant the propriety of your re* 
4 mark; but there is one here who has 
4 no equal; and, for my unhappinefs, it 
4 is her I adore.’ 

Lady Hume difcovered the original of 
this portrait, and left it immediately to 
his entire pofteflion. 

4 Madam,' Lid Mr. Beauchamp, 4 the 
4 favourable moment is too precious not 
4 to tell you, that Augufta Mulkrofe is 
4 the |ady to whom I look up for happi- 
f nefs or mifery. Be my future days 
4 marked with joy or ladnefs, every 
4 movement of my foul will depend upon 
4 yon, and you alone.—Ah, lovely wo- 
4 man! I only dread your‘indifference; if 
4 I have incurred your diipltafure, I (hall 
Vi 4 did 
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4 die with grief and vexation. I call 

* Heaven to wittiefs, that whether I in- 

* f]>irc your love or hate, ray deftiny de- 
4 pends upon you alone.’ 

* I little, $ir, expe&ed from you, thiI 

* hyperbolick manner of fpeaking; x I 

* am ignorant to what it tends 5 perhaps 
4 this fpecies of badinage gives you 
4 pleafure• ’ 

4 I muft interrupt you, Madam 5 this 
4 beginning is too cruel to defire the coh- 

* tinnatfoni you are as infenfikie as you 
4 are handfome; I have the unhappinefs 

* of knowing this fa& when loo late. 

4 The period for flying your prefence 

* is pafL It is true, that Lady Hume’s 
4 raillery furnilhed me wjth jin occafion 
4 of declaring my fetftiments,’ 

4 Are you fa tragick, Sir, asto think 
4 I ought to dilpenfe with the laws im- 
4 'pofed on ottr lex ?* 

* Ah! if I knew the motive of your 

* rigouiwbut,’ kneeling, 4 pardon me, 

4 lovely creature, this indifereet trairf- 
4 pon—’ 

4 Sir,’ faid Augufta, blulhing, * I‘ 

4 muft pardon you, fmee I have been (he 

* caul'e of your imprudence,* 

4 Gracious Heaven! how am I to in- % 
4 terpret tlhs language?’ 

4 Let me intreat you, Sir, to finifh a 
4 difeourfe that cannot fail of giving fee 
4 the moil lively inquietude.’ 

* No> Madam, I cannot, dare not 
4 quit your prefence, till you have feaL 
4 ed my pardon, Permit me, then, to 

* explain my fentiments more fully ; 

* you know I adore you; you know my 
4 family; you know that you are there 

* in high favour; my ambition is only 
4 to pleafe you, and to offer you a heart 
‘ ennobled by your beauty, wonh, and 

* talents. Life has it’s pains, it’s mi- 
4 feries, it's tortures; but loftened by 

* your gracious looks, Jby that magic* 

4 voice that penetrates to the bottom of 


moment flit was introduced to Mrs. 
Beauchamp, who feemed delighted with 
her beauty and addrefs, 

4 I am happy,’ faid Mrs. Beau¬ 
champ, 4 in having a few hours of your 

* agreeable company 5 and, if I am not too 

* prefuming, l beg you will be leafed 
4 near enough to converfe together.’ 

Thefe flattering compliments had their 
dfefired effect, and Augufta was deltght- 
ed with the reception flie had fo unex¬ 
pectedly exjierienqed. The communi¬ 
cative Mrs. Beauchamp made a pane¬ 
gyric k on her fin; adding, that ftie 
lhould efteem it as a happy event if he 
Ihould be fo fortunate as to be diftin- 
guifbed by a Jady of her worth and ac. 
cbmpli foments. It is impoflible to ex- 
prefs the confufion which was vifibiy 
marked oh the expreflivc countenance df 
Augufta: the mothd* immediately riti- 
covered it; and, leaning towards her 
with a kifs, whifpered, that if herfon 
was not indifferent to her, (he could not 
make choice of a better confident. 

4 Madam,’ anfwered Augufta, * lam 

* not mienfihle to the merits of your 

* fon; but do me the ju&iee to believe 

4 that I have not, as yet, thought upon - 

* the fubje& you have juft mentioned 1 
4 on the contrary, Madam, my fenti* 

4 mentsW 

4 Enough, my dear lady, I am per- 
4 fe£lly fatisfied on that head; and ibefe* 

4 fore let me offer you his heart, and his 

* hand.’ 

4 If (his came—rif this came from 
4 you, Madam—’ 

4 Ye9, this offer comes from me oh 
4 the part of a mother, mterefted in tht 
4 happinefs of her only child.’ 

4 Ah, Madam! I am fenfible I ought 
4 to give you a different answer than if 
4 I received k from him. The honour 

* of being allied to your family—'’ 

4 I underftand you, my dear Augufta* 


4 my foul, thele calamities will be in- 
4 ftantly changed intopleafures.’ 

Augufta littered to this peroration 
with a mixture of complail’ance and ti¬ 
midity. She prefently faw that Mr. 
Beauchamp could talk no other lan¬ 
guage than that of love, and (he ab* 
jruptly withdrew. 

A few days after, our lowers, 'by in¬ 
vitation, diped at the fame houfe, where 
Mrs. Beauchamp, the mother, was of 
the party. This lady being announced, 
Augufta coloured up to (be eyes; in (hat 


This marriage meets my warmeft ap* 
probation, I muft conms. The pub- 
lick have adopted the feme fenthnent, 
and the deference I owe to my friends, 
makes me readily fubferibe to fo pro- 
mifing and refpe&able an union. At 
my return, I will open the affair to his 
father? in the meanwhile, deign to re* 
ceive my fon with marks of your fa¬ 
vour. He adores you; he has repeated 
it a thoufend times; I tenderly favq 
and efteem my fon.* 

6u(h was the fubftwte Qf what palW 
b«tw?eo 
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between them: enough had been faid to 
break down the barrier between the two 
lovers. Alas! was perfidy necefTary to 
feducea young and feeling heart, attach¬ 
ed by the fedu&ions of love! 

Mr. Beauchamp was delighted with 
the apparent cordiality between his mo¬ 
ther and the objeft of his affections. 
But it is time to inform my readers of 
Mrs. Beauchamp’s horrid treachery. 
This lady was a monfter of ambition 
and avarice. She was defirous of en¬ 
riching her fon, already fo opulent; to 
obtain which, no meafures, however ex¬ 
ecrable, were to be reje&ed. Her Ion’s 
paifion for Augufta appeared an obllade 
to her views} but (he knew, by oppofing 
her Ton’s penchant, it would only ferve 
to irritate and inflame him the more. 
For this reafon (he was determined to 
make Atigufta die firft viftim of her dif- 
pleafore. This barbarous project was 
no fooner conceived, than (he ftndied 
how to put it into immediate pra&ice. 
Her plan was to indulge her Ion’s in¬ 
clinations, to bring the lovers together 
as much as poflible. She received Au- 
gufta with open arms, and left her to 
the indulgence of thole tete-a-tetes that 
conftitute the happieft moments of our 
Jives. 

The amorous Mr. Beauchamp, im¬ 
patient for the day that was to unite him 
to the moll amiable of women, waited 
upon Mr. and Mrs. Mufkrofe, to have 
their permilfion to vifit their daughter} 
and his mother, at the fame time, joined 
in the requeft. Mr. Beauchamp was 
immediately permitted to pay his ad- 
drefles, and confequently obtained the 
ingrefs and egrefs he had fo ardently fo¬ 
liated. 

In one of thefe interviews, the lovers 
converfed together on the caufe of the 
difunion fo often found in the marriage 
ilate. Mr.Beauchamp obferved, that it 
Tefulted from the different interefts of the 
man and wife, and the want of harmony 
in their affe&ions, difpofitions, and in¬ 
clinations; that this contrail was not 
properly iirreftigated before marriage; 
that they feldom confulted any thing but 
their fortunes. Thus two years were 
elapftd in the reciprocal intercourfe df 
exchanging their honed fentiments, and 
in cultivating the tender affe&ions with 
which they were mutually infpired. This 
difpovery, on the part of Mrs. Beau- 
vbmf, imfoc^d her to think that it was 


now high time to put a finishing ftroke 
to her long meditated perfidy. She had 
obferved, that her ion for fume days ap¬ 
peared remarkably in high fpirits. From 
this circumftance ftie augured two t sr- 
cumftancei; the one, that his paflionwa9 
leflened, or that he had been the happy 
lover; either of which, in her eftima- 
tion, amounted to the fame thing. Wiih 
this hope, (he artfully interrogated^her 
Ton; but he replied to eil her queftinni 
with hts ul'ual candour, declaring, that 
by Augufta’s avowal of her paliion, he 
was become the happielt of men. Ne¬ 
vertheless, (lie concluded that this was 
an ‘artful reprefen tat ion; and, at a ft 
events, it was high time u> put a flop to 
any farther proceeding, efpecially as foe 
had her views ref;>e6ling a youtog iady^ 
whole fortune was as much fuperior to 
her Ion’s, as his was to Augufia'p. 
This meafure being previoufly concerted 
between Mrs. Beauchamp and her bid- 
band, foe gave her fon to underftand, 
that he mult no longer think of a mar-, 
riagewith Mils Augufta Mufkrofe. 

This was a thunder-ltroke for the 
enamoured Mr. Beauchamp. He was 
footked at this f'udden condo6l of his 
parents, and fecretly determined within 
himfelf, to tffe6t, if poflible, a dan- 
deftinemarriage; but the rei'peCf and awb 
that Augutta had infpired, deprived him 
of the power of even hinting his wifhd* 
upon that fubje£t. His motlier learnt 
that their correfpondence and occaliondl 
*vifits were If ill repeated; and, by her 
artful reprelentations, the father was de¬ 
termined to come to an open and pub- 
lick rupture. For this purpofe, having 
bribed a lervant’s fidelity, be paid an 
unexpe&cd vifit to the family where the 
lovers had been accidentally invited. 
On entering, he faw his fon fitting by 
Augufta, and interrupted their conver- 
fation, by telling his fon lie had bu line is 
that required hts immediate attention. 
Then turning to the young lady, he faid 
—‘ Mifs Augufta Mufkrofe, there are 

• important reafons which oblige me to 

• deny my Ton's having the honour of 

• your company. J plainly perceive be 

• has not informed you of my tnjunc- 

• tions; but I flatter myfejf 1 am ad- 

• dreffing a lady who is too welUbred to 

• permit ihevifits of one thus circum- 

• flanced. I have, therefore, come to 

• the refolution of giving you this in- 
€ formation; and I do not doubt that 

• henceforward 
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* henceforward you will comply with 

# my requifition.* 

Augufta, pale, without refpiration, 
had not a word to anfwer, and inftantly 
left the room in a ftate impoflible to be 
ddcribed. The carriage had fcarcely 
let her down, when Ihe fell breathlefs in 
her mother's arms. 

Theartlefs Augufta concealed nothing 
from her family, who were diftrefled at 
the Hate in which they found her. A 
fever followed, and every refource of 
medicine was employed; but her fenfibi* 
lity had received a mortal ftroke. A deli¬ 
rious fit caught hold of her reafon, 
which only dawned forth at intervals to 
give vent to fighs of agony and horror. 
Shefeemed as overwhelmed with fhame 
and confufion, when (he recollefted the 
reception fhe had hitherto received from 
Mrs Beauchamp; the avowal of her paf- 
fton for her fonj the defire of her own 
family to fee her fo happily married ; and 
the cruel manner in which her difap- 
pointment was announced. 

Her lover* however, was ignorant of 
Aogufta's real fituation. He implored 
bis father'to revoke the fatal mandate, who 
began to waver; even the mother hefitated: 
but the deliberation was too long; the 
heart-broke Augufta was haftening to her 
:tomb. At laft permiflion was obtained for 
Mr. Beauchamp to vifithis adorable mif- 
tiefs. That evening Augufta feemed to 
give fome faint hopes of a recovery: fhe 
fmiled upon her mother,and laid—‘Ma- 

* dam, I feel myfelf fomething better— 

♦ my heart—it no longer beats—oppref- 

* fed by an unhappy pallion. Mr. 
*f Bealichamp is now free; let him be 

• happy even with another: for me, I 

• would not—I think, at leaft, I could 

* not—accept the title of being his wife. ’ 
A torrent of tears prevented her from 
diftingtfiihing obje&s. She extended her 
hand towards her mother, who devoured 
it with her kifles. Augufta was fo af- 
fefted with this mark of tendernefs, that 
ihe caught hold of her mother’s, *and 
bathed it with her tears. During this 
affecting feene, a fervant made figns to 
Mrs. Mufkrofe, that he wanted to fpeak 
to hef. The repetition of the fign was 
obferved by his young miftrel’s: her 
feeblenefs at that moment m^de her life 
but a gafp; yet, in that ftate, Ihe afked 


what the man wanted. * A gentleman,’ 
replied the doraeftick, * defires to fpeak 

* immediately to Mifs.* Mrs. Mufk- 
rofe retired into an adjoining chamber, 
where fhe found Mr. Beauchamp, who 
threw himfelf at her feet. 

* I crave your pardon, Madam,, nfot 

* for me, but for my parents; they 

* have at laft relented; I thought it more 
1 prudent to lee you firft; I tear—* 

/ Ah, Sir! my daughter, I have loft 

* my daughter! It is now too late.’ 

s Too late I’ exclaimed Mr. Beau¬ 
champ, with an accent of grief and afto* 
nifhment, and in a tbne ft> loud as 
pierced the ear of the dying Augufta. 
She made an effort to raife her head: that 
effort was her laft—fhe expired. 

It was agreed between Mrs. Mufk¬ 
rofe, and Mr. Beauchamp, that his vi- 
fit fhould be cautioufly announced to 
Augufta. She entered the apartment— 
fhe drew near the bed—her only hope! 
the only objeCI of her afte&ion! her 
only daughter was no more ! fhe found 
her without life! Mrs.Mulkrofefhriek- 
ed out, and fell lifelefsbefide her daugh¬ 
ter. The lover heard the piercing accent 
of diftrefs; and, rufhing in, he per¬ 
ceived Augufta with the pallid hue of 
death upon her countenance, and her 
mother in a fwoon on the carpet. He 
flew to their afliftance; but, on behold¬ 
ing her whom he loved more than life, 
ale and disfigured, hisftrength forfook 
im; and, with the cry of diffraction, 
he pronounced—* Heavens! my Au- 

* gufta is no more!’ 

The houfe was immediately alarmed. 
What a fpeCtacle for an unfortunate fa¬ 
ther! Every means was employed to re- 
ftore Mrs. Mufkrofe: at laft they flic- 
ceeded. Others were giving every af- 
fiftance and confolation to the diftraCted 
lover: he no fooner recovered his feufes, 
than he tore himfelf from thofe who. 
held him, and precipitately threw him- 
jeif on the dead body of his miftrefs. 

Let me fpare the fenfibilityof the rea¬ 
der, by drawing a curtain before a feene 
fo diftreffingly affeCting: fuifice it to fay, 
that the lover did not long furvive his 
misfortunes; and that, by his death, two 
more wretched parents were left to be¬ 
wail the miferies which refultfrom ava¬ 
rice and ambition. 


TH£ 
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SUFFERINGS OF OUANG; 

, <>*> 

ARTFUL VILLAINY DISCOVERED. 

A CHINESE STORY. 


T HERE was in the dynafty of 
Ming, in the fmafl city Yungkia, 
of the diftritt of Ouentcheou, in the 
province of Tchekiang, a fcholar whofe 
name was Ouang^ and fimame Kie, 
and whofe title of honour was Ou-enhoa. 
He bad married a lady called Lieou, who 
alone poffeffed his whole affe&ion. He 
had no other child bat one daughter. 
Thus the whole family confided but of 
three perfons,befides (laves or domefticks. 
Though he was not rich, yet he lived in> 
in a handfome manner, and ftudy was 
his whole employment. He had not yet 
taken a degree, but he was in queft of 
that honour 5 and, in order to attain it, 
he lived in retirement, conftantly taking 
up his time with books, and not fuf- 
pen^ing his labour on any account, un- 
lefs now and then to vjfit two or three 
friends, who mutually communicated 
their produ&ions to each other. As for 
the Lady Lieou, (he was a model of vir¬ 
tue ; (he was witty, diligent, frugal, and 
induttrious: and thefe, two perfons, 
of fo amiable a chara&er, lived to¬ 
gether in perfeft union. One afternoon, 
about the latter end of the fpring, in 
charming weather, a friend or two came 
to draw him from his books, with a 
defign to take a walk in the fields. 
Ouang, invited by the fweetnefs of the 
feafon 9 was willing to take a little diver¬ 
sion; and he and his company went and 
Tegaled themfelves, drank feveral bum¬ 
pers, and fo parted. Ouang, coming 
near his own houfe, found two fervants at 
the door, who were in a threat paflion with 
& man in the ftreet. This latter lived 
at Hou-tcheou, and was called Liu.: 
he had a baflcet in his hand, full of 
ginger, which he fold j the lervants pre¬ 
tended he had made them pay too dear 
for Ihe quantity he had given them $ 
the dealer, on the other hand, faid 
they would Wrong him if they with¬ 
held a (ingle mite. Ouang having learn¬ 
ed the came of the difference, turned to¬ 
wards the dealer, and faid—* You are 
* rery well paid; go about your bufi- 


* nefs, and don't make fuch a noife at 

* my door.’ The dealer, who was a 
plain honed man, replied, with his ufuai 
freedom—* It is not poflible for uS fmaU 

* traders to bear the lead lofs; and it it 

* very ill done in you, who ought to 

* have a great and generous foul, to be 

* fo hard with us poor people.’ Ouang, 
who was a little heated with wine, fell 
into a great paftion at thefe words. 

* You rafcal you,’ faid he to him, * how 

* dare you talk to me in this manner V 
Upon this, without coniidering ,he was 
a man in years, he gave him a hearty 
pufh, and threw him down: thefall was 
violent, infomuch that the poor wretch 
lay without fenfe or mption. To (ay 
the truth, one ought never to be in a 
paflion, efpecially with people who get 
their livelihood by dealing in trifless a 
mite or two can never be worth wrang¬ 
ling about; and yet it is very common 
to fee fervants, (heltering themlelves 
under their matters authority, affront 
and abufe pepple, to the difcredit of 
their matters, who are often brought 
into'trouble by that means ; ,but prudent 
perfons give fuch ttrrft orders, that all 
inconveniencies of this kind are pre¬ 
vented. It is very certain, Ouang (hould 
have been more moderate; for want of 
this, he committed a great/fault, and he 
was feverely punifhed for it, as will ap¬ 
pear hereafter. As foon as ever he faw 
the ftranger fall at his feet without mo¬ 
tion, and alraoft without life, he was 
feized with extreme dread, which foon 
diflipated the fumes of the wine. He 
went to his aflittance, and cried out for 
"help : they carried the man half dead 
into the hall; as he yet difcovered no 
(ign of life, they poured into him a little 
hot tea, which recovered him from the 
fwoon. Then Ouang a(ked his pardon, 
and treated him with excellent wine, 
giving him fomething to eat, to renew 
his ftrength; after which he made him 
a prefent of a piece of fluff, to make 
money of. This good treatment foon 
turned his refentment into joy, which 

he 
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be teftified by a thoufand thanks j after 
which 7 he took his leave, and made the 
beft of his way to the fide of a river, 
which was neceflfary to pafs before it Was 
dark. If Ouang • could poftibly have 
forefeen what would happen, he would 
have urged the ft ranger to a longer ftay, 
and maintained him for the two following 
months: this hofpitality would have 
prevented the crofTes which he afterwards 
met with. His conduct may afford a 
good leffon, which is expreffed in this 
proverb— 4 We throw a golden net with 
* both hands, and catch a hundred mif- 
« fortunes.’ Ouang no fooner faw that 
he was gone, but he enteicd into the in* 
Her part of his houfe, and rejoiced with 
bis wife that he was fo foon got rid of 
fo troublefome an affair. As it was 
night, the Lady Lieou called her (laves, 
and ordered them to ferve in fupper. 
She began with giving her Hufband a 
draught of hot wine, to recover him from 
his fright: be had already regained his 
fpirits ; and his heart was at reft, when 
he heard a fudden knocking at the door. 
He was feized with new dreadj and, 
taking a lamp, went haftily to fee what 
was the matter : he found a man, called 
Tcheou-fe, matter of the ferry-boat by 
which they crofted the river j who had 
in his hand a piece of ftuff, and the 
merchant's bafleet. As foon as he per¬ 
ceived Ouang, he faid, with a wild look 
—« What a^dreadful affair have you 

* failed into \ you are absolutely loft! 

« What! a fcholar like you to li’.fa 
« poor trader !’ This was like a clap 
of thunder to the unfortunate Ouang. 

« What is it that you fay V replied he, 
trembling. 4 Don’t you know what 
« I mean?’ anfwered Tcheou-fe: 4 I 

* fuppofe you know this ftuff, and this 

* baiket?’— 4 Yes, I do,’ faid he \ 4 a 

* dealer in ginger, belonging to Hou- 
« tcheou, came to my houfe, and had 
4 this piece of ftuff of me to-day ; and 
4 this is the bafket in which he carried 

* his ginger : how did they fall into 
« your hands ?’— 4 It was almoft night,’ 
faid Tcheou-fe, 4 when a man of Hou- 

* tcheou, called Liu, wanted a paflage 
4 in my boat: he was hardly got in, 
4 before he complained of a violent pain 
4 in his bread, which reduced him to 
4 the laft extremity ; then telling me it 
« was the efftft of blows which you 
4 gave him, he put the bafket and fluff 
« into my hands— 44 Thefe,” faid he, 

' 4i will be a proof when you profetute 


4t this affair, which I conjure you to 
44 do : for this reafon, go to Hou-tcheou 
44 as foon as you can, to acquaint my 
i( relations , and pray them to revenge 
44 my caufe with the life of him who 
44 deprived me of mine.” When thefe 
4 words were ended, he expired. His 
4 body is ftill in the boat, which I have 
4 brought into your port at the entrance 
4 of the river: you may examine into 
4 the affair yourfeif, and lo take proper 
4 meafures for your fafety.’ 

At this relation Ouang was fo full of 
terror, that he could not fpeak one word; 
his heart was agitated like that of a fawn 
who is hemmed in on all lides, and leeks 
on all Gdes a paflage to efcape by. At 
length, coming a little to himfelf, he en¬ 
deavoured to diflemble the confufton he 
was in. 4 What you relate,’ faid he 
boldly, 4 cannot poftibly be.’ However, 
he ordered a fervant to go privately to- 
the bark, and examine if what he had 
faid was true. The fervant returned very 
fpeediiy, and allured him that the dead 
body was certainly there. Ouang was 
a man of an irrefolute mind, and could 
not fee very far into tranfactions: he 
oes back into the houfe, aimoft out of 
is wits, and told his wife what he had 
juft heard. 4 It is quite over with me,* 
cried he; 4 I am a loft man *, the ftorm is 
4 ready to burft over my head; nor do I 
4 know any remedy for my misfortunes, 

4 unlefs I can bribe the waterman to 
4 conceal the body in fome place or other 
4 while it continues dark/ Upon this 
he takes a purfe of filver, amounting to 
about twenty taels, and returned haftily 
to the waterman. 4 Mafter/ faid he, 

4 I hope you will keep the fecret, and I 
4 will entruft you with the whole affair: 

* I mutt own | had a hand in this un- 
4 fortunate bufinefs, but more through 
4 imprudence than malice. We are both 
4 natives of Ouen Tcheou, and I flatter 
4 myfelf that you will ufe me like a fel- 
4 low-ckizen. Would you ruin me for 
4 the love of a ftranger ? What advan* 
1 tage can you gam by it ? Is it not 
4 better to hufti up this affair ? If you 
4 will, my acknowledgment (hall be 
4 proportionable to the benefit received 
4 from you. Take, then, the corpfe, 

* and throw it into fome bye-place'; the 
4 darknefs of the night favours our de- 
4 fign, without it’s doming to the know- 
4 ledge of any perfon whatever.’— 4 What 
4 place can I chufe ?’ replied the water- 
mao. * If by chance any one (hould djf. 

* qovcs 
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* cover the myftery to-morrow, 'and to the houfc. However, this labour took 

* there (hould be a fearch after the cri- up the greateft part of the night, and the 
4 minal, they will look upon me as an day began to^break before they came’ 

« accomplice in the murder; and, by home. Breakfaft was ready for the 

* doing you fervice, I (hall equally in- waterman; after which he took his 

* volve myfelf in this troublefume af- leave. Ouang fent away his fervants ; 

* fair.’—* You know very well,’ laid and, being alone, went into his wife’s 
Ouang, * the" fepulchre of my father is apartment, to bewail their misfortune* 

* very near, and is a place not at all fie- * Is it poflible/ cried he, * that a man 
4 quented; befides, the night is very * of my profeflion, and of fo ancient a 

* dark, and there is n^ fear of meeting ‘ family, fhould be reduced to fubmit 
4 one foul by the way: be then fo kind * to a wretch, to whom, upon any other 

* as to fetch the carcafe from your boat.’ * occafion, I fhould not condcfcend to 

This is a likely method/replied the 4 fpeak ?’ At thefe words he fhed a 
waterfdan ; /‘ but when will you pay me flood of tears. His wife endeavoured to 
4 for the fervice ?’ Then Ouang took mitigate his forrow: * Why are you fo 
the purfe, and gave it the waterman ^ ‘ fadV faid fhe to him. * Your un- 
who Ending by the weight that it was * happy fate is the caufe of it: you are 
not very conliderable—‘ Howl’ faid * delhned to this trouble, and to pay the 
he, with a fcomfuiair, * here is murder * fum that it has coft you. Inftead of. 
« ia the cafe; and you think to get out * murmuring, as you do, praife Heaven 
4 of the ferape for fo fmall a fum! It ‘that has protected you in this mis for- 

* was my good fortune that conduced 4 tune; conipofe yourfelf to reft as well 
4 this man to my boat; Heaven has given ‘ as you can, for you have need of it, 

* me an opportunity of changing my’ * after the troubles and fatigues of the 

* condition for a better, and you would 4 night.’ Ouang followed her advice, 

4 put me off with fo little : this bufinefs andjwent to bed. As for the waterman, 

4 is worth at leaft a hundred taels.’ he fold his boat; and, with the money 
Ouang, who was very eager to get rid that the fcholar had given him, opened a 
of the danger as foon as poflible, durft (hop, and applied himfelf to trade. The 
not contradift him: he tignified by a common faying is true, that ‘ mitfor- 
nod that he accepted the condition; and 4 tunes ride poft, and fucceed one an- 
immediately went into the houfe, where 4 other.’ The daughter of Ouang, be- 
he haftily took the remainder of his fore mentioned, entered her third year, 
filver, together with habits, his wife’s when (he was attacked with the fmall- 
jewels, and fuch-like things, and re- pox, of a malignant fort. They prayed 
turned fpeedily, to offer all to Tcheou-fe; heartily for their only .daughter, and 
telling him, that what he had brought, procured the beft phyueians to come to, 
amounted to about fix‘y taels, which was her afliftance. The pnrents fpent whole' 
all that his circumftances would permit days together, weeping by her bed-fide: 
him to give, and he befought him to be at length they learnt that there was a 
contented therewith. In effe&,Tcheou- phyfician in the city called Siu, greatly 
fe feemed to be mollified: 4 I will not/ experienced in thefe diftempers, and who 
faid he, ‘over-rate the misfortune; but, had laved a great number of children 
‘ as you are a man of letters, I hop* that were given over. Ouang wrote a 

« hereafter you will have a tegard for very prefling letter; and gave it to Hou ' 
« me.’ Ouang began to be revived from the Tyger, his Have, charging him to 
this moment, and became a little eafy: make all the hafte poflible. He reckon- 
he got a collation for the waterman; ed all the hours of the day, and no phy- 
and, while it was preparing, fent two lician appeared: as for the child, fhe 
(laves for (hovels and mattocks. The grew worfe, but lingered on till the 
name of one of the two was Hou ; he third watch, when (he expired, in the 
was a brutal fellow,f or which reafon he midft of the tears and groans of her dif- 
had the furname of Hou the Tyger. confolate parents. It was not till the 
The company fet out foon after; and, next day at noon that Hou the Tyger 
when they were come over-againft the returned home: his ahfwer was, that the 
fepulchre, they chofe a place that was phyfician was abfent, and that he had 
foft and eafy to dia, where they made a waited for him all the day to no pur- 
grave, and buried the carcafe; after pofe. When the father heard this, his 
Which they re-embarked, and returned grief was renewed : 4 It was pre-deter- 
voi*. II. X 4 mined,’ 
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* mined,’ faid he, 4 that my daughter 
4 (hould die thus: I was not to he fo 

* happy as to get the affiftance of To 
4 flciltul a phyfician.’ . Saying thefe 
words, he fell into tears. A few davs 
afterwards, they difeovered, by the 
means of one of the domefticks, that the 
Ilave, inftead of going oh the errand, 
flopped at a publick-houfe, where he got 
drunk; a^d, when the fumes of the 
wine were diflipated, he invented the 
ftory he had the impudence to relate at 
his return. 

At this news, Ouang, tran {ported 
with anger, called the rettof his (laves: 
€ Be quick,’ faid he, 4 take this rafcal 
41 and lay him on the ground, and give 
4 him fifty hearty blows with a battoon, 
4 and be (tire to lay them on handfome- 
4 ly.’ When the correftion was over 
he withdrew, full of grief, into his a- 
jfai tment. The (lave got up with great 
difficulty, greatly bruifed with the 
ftrokes he had received, and crawled to 
1 his room as well as he could, full of 
rage; and debating with himfelf there 
like a madman, 4 Cruel matter,’ faid he, 
4 vou (hall pay dear for your brutality: 
4 I'll be revenged for this.’ Then, after 
be had considered a moment, * I need 
‘ not go far,’ fays he, * to feek for an 

* opportunity; it is near at hand, and I 
4 'will not let it flip: as foon as my 
‘ wounds are healed, yeu {hail know 
'‘ what I c*n do ; I (hall teach you, ac- 
‘ cording to the old proverb, whetherit 

* is the bucket hung by the rope that 
4 goes down into the well, or whetherit 

* is the water out of the well that falls 
‘ into the bucket/ 

: In the mean time Ouang was incon- 
folable, and taken up with nothing but 
prief: at length his relations and friends 
invited hub, one after another, to come 
to fee them, and by little and little dried 
up his tears, and drove away his melan¬ 
choly. A few days after he returned 
home, as he was walking in the gallery 
belonging to the hall, he faw a company 
of officers enter, who came dire&ly to 
him and put a cord about his neck. 
‘ How!* cried Omng, in a contterna- 
f tion, ‘ don’t you know that I am one 

* of the learned? Is it ufual to treat c^e 
4 of my rank in fo unworthy a manner, 
4 efpecially when I know no reafon for 
4 it ?’ The officers replied, in an infolt- 
ing manner, • Yes, you are a fine man 

* of learning! the Mandarin will teach 
‘ you whether it fuits with a man of let- 


4 ters to knock people on the bead/ 

At the fame time they dragged him to 
the tribunal, where the magiftrate gave 
audience. Hardly was he fallen on his 
knees, but he perceived his Have at a 
little diftance, who was become his ac- 
cufer, and (hewed by his countenance 
how pleafcd he was to bring his matter 
into trouble. He then imagined that 
the accufatlon was defigned by this 
wretch, as a revenge for the juft punifti- 
ment that he had given him. The 
Mnndarin thus hegan bis examinations 
‘ You are accufed,” faid he, * of having 
4 killed a merchant of Hou-tcheou; 

* what do you fay to the accofation * 

4 Alas! Sir,’ replied Ouang, ‘ vou are 

* the reprefentative of righteous Heaven^ 

4 do not liften to the calumnies of this 
4 wretch; eonfider whether a fcbolar by 

* profeffion, weak and fearful as I am, 
c ought to be fulbe&ed of affaulting or 

* killing any perlon whatever. My ac* 

4 cuferis one of my (laves that I catched 
4 in a fault, and have feverely corrected, 

4 according to the right I have as his 
4 matter: this wretch has formed a de-. 

4 fign to ruin me, but I hope, by your 
4 (kill and equity, the accufation of fuch 
4 a wretch will not turn to his mafter’s 
4 prejudice, and that you will eafilyun- 

4 veil the fee ret of his dark intrigues/ 1 
Hou the Tyger, linking his forehead j 

againtt the ground, faid, 4 Sir, as you * 

4 a£l in Heaven’s ftead, I conjure you * 

4 not to regard what this learned perlon | 

4 has faid. who has an excellent talent j 

4 at counterfeiting ; it is a common j 

4 thing for a (lave to commit a fault, and t 

4 , to be punifned, and yet there are but I 

4 few that relent it lb far as to accufe ] 

4 their matters of a capital crime: but j 

4 it is eafy to clear this matter up; the 
4 bones of the murdered perfon are J 
4 a<Slually in his fepulchre ; give orders 
4 that they may be dug up: if they 
4 are found, it will .appear that I have 
4 faid true ;*but if not, then I am a 
4 llanderer, and fubmit to be punilhed 
4 with all the rigour of tire law/ 

The Mandarin did as the (lave defired: 
the officers were ordered to go with him 
to the place he mentioned, and there the 
carcafe was found, which was now 
become a (keleton,and was carfied upon 
a bier to the audience. The Mandarin 
rtfing from his feat, and confidering the 
cat cafe— 4 The crime,* fays he, 4 is pl?in.* , 
Ouang was going to be put to th e tor- j 
ture, when he defired they would only ’ 
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hear Jiim for a moment. * A flceleton,! 
faid he, * fo bare as this is, makes it 
appear that the man was not lately 
killed.; if I am guilty of this murder, 
why did my accufer put off* the accu¬ 
sation fo long? Is it not reafonable to 
think that Hou the Tyger hai procured 
this fkeleton, to fix the calumny upon 
me, and to ftrike me as it were with a 
thunderbolt ?’—* The anfwer is pretty 
good}' faid the Mandarin. But Hou 
he Tyger immediately replied, * It is 
true that this is the body of a man 
killed a year ago; the attachment of a 
Have to his mailer is a reftraint difficult 
to break through, in ord^r to become 
his mailer's accufer: I own that I 
have connived at it, not being able to 
come to a refolution to bring a mafter 
into trouble that I had an affeftion 
for; I hoped in time he would con eft 
his paffionate andturbulentdifpofition; 
but as he becomes every day more 
brutal than other, I was apprehenfive 
he would take fome falfe llep r and drag 
me with'him down the precipice; this 
is the reafon that I have nowinformed 
againft him, and I own I ought to have 
done ft fooner; but if there ilill re¬ 
mains any difficulty yvith refpeft to 
my evidence, let the / neighbours be 
lent for,and queltioned about it; there 
is none 6f them but can tell the year 
and month in which Ouang killed a 
man; this is a fure method to difeover 
which of us two have fpoken the 
truth.’ The Mandarin faid he was 
In the right, and ordered Ouang’s 
neighbours to be fent for: when they 
came, they were alked what they knew 
of the murder, in queftion? * It is true,’ 
replied they, * that a year ago, on fuch 

* a month and day, Ouang violently 

* aflaulted a dealer in ginger ; he was 

* thought to be dead for fome time, but 
4 at length he came to himlelf, and we 

know nothing at all of what happened 
' after.’ At this tellimony v of the 
neighbours, Ouang looked very . pale, 
and afterwards did nothing but contra- 
4 ift himfeif. ‘ There needs no more 

* qiieftions to-be alked," faid the Man¬ 
darin; * you are convjfted of this inur- 

* der, but you will never confefs it if 

* rigorous methods are not ufed.’ A* 
the faine time he ordered him to be bal- 
tinadoed. Immediately tvyo lulty fel- 
]ows,.belonging to the tribunal, gave a 
jrreat Ihout, to ffiew their readinefs to 
execute.his commands ; and lei zing the 


fcholar, they threw him on the ground, 
and laid on with all their might twenty 
ftrokesof the battoon. This was more 
than enough; for the poor fcholar, 
whofe conftitufcion was tender and deli-' 
cate, was fo fearful of being more cruelly, 
handled, that he made no fcruple of 
confeffing whatever they pleafed. The 
Mandarin having taken down his exami¬ 
nation, fpoke thus to the fcholar—# 

1 Though it is no longer a doubt that 

* you deferve to die, yet as thenuir- 

* dered perfbn has no relations that de- 
i mandjullict, your execution lhall be 

* delayed for fome time; and perhaps, 

* ere it be long, fome perfon or ether 

* will acknowledge the deceafed to Bjf 
c his relation, and then willl determine 
‘ the kind of puniffiment you muft 

* undergo.' Ouang was then condufted 
into a dungeon, and the fkeleton buried 
again in the place from whence it wat 
taken, that it might be delivered to his 
relations whenever they fhould appear. 
Theaudience ended, the Mandarin re¬ 
turned to hiS palace, and Hou the Tyger 
withdrew well fatisfied with the fuccefs 
of his accdfation, and greatly rejoiced 
at the baftinado that his mailer had 
undergone. The other flaves that 
belonged to Ouang, who were fent to the 
audience by the lady his wife, acquainted 
her with every thing that puffed. At 
this news Ihe fainted away, and remained 
fome time in that condition, info much 
that one would have thought her three 
fouls had left her; but at length, coming 
a little to herfelf, Ihe made the neigh¬ 
bourhood echo with her cries and la¬ 
mentations, which were followed with 
another fainting fit, more violent than 
the former; at length, by the affiftance 
of her inaid-fervants, Ihe came by little 
and little to herfelf. * My de,ar huibandl* 
cried Ihe, but could not utter any thing 
eli'e. Her complaints and iighs began 
anew, and tailed above two hours. This 
extraordinary fit of grief being over, fhe 
took what filver ihe could, and another 
habit, and ordered one of her flaves to 
follow her, and another to go before s 
thus Ihe crofled the city, and wei)t to the 
gate of the common prilon. When the 
hufband and wife came to the light of 
each other, they were fo greatly (hocked, 
that they had not power to lpeak. At 
length Ouang regained his fpirits, and 
with a voice mingled with fighs—‘ My 
( dear wife,’ laid he, ‘ it is Hou the 
4 Tyger, that ill-natured Have, who has 

X* , call 
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* caft me Ipto this abyfs of misfortune.' * health : hitherto no perfon whatever 
The Lady Lieou heaped dreadful im- * has profecut^d or meddled with this 
precations againft this malicious wretch; * affair for which you languifh in prifon; 
then fhe took the filver that (he had * and l am refolved to fell all our lands. 


brought, and gave it to her hr,(band. 

* Take this,’ faid fhe, * and diflribute 

* it to the gaoler and ycur keepers, and 
4 they will treat you with more mildnefs.’ 
As loon as fhe had done this, night 
obliged them to feparate. The Lady 
Lieou went away overwhelmed with 
melancholy, and her heart pierced with 
the mod lively grief. Ouang did not 
forget to bribe the gaoler and the keepers, 
by which means he was exempted from 
the whip and battoon, which commonly 
fall upon moft.of the prifoners; but he 
had a great deal to fuffer from the crowd 
of villains among whom he was forced 
to be, and through the thoughts of end¬ 
ing his days by a fhameful and cruel 
death. For fix months together he led 
this melancholy life in the obicui ity of 
a dungeon, when he was attacked w.uh 
a violent didemper. The phyficians 
art, and all the remedies that were given 
him, had no effe&, and he found him- 
felfreduced to the lad extremity. The 
very day he defpaired of recovery, a 
fervant cimeto bring him fome aflid- 
ance. As foon as Ouang perceived 
him, * Tuin back,' laid he, * as fad 
4 as you can, and tell your miftrefs what 

* a condition I am in, and let her make 

* all the hade poflible to fee me, that I 

* may give her my lad embrace.’ 
Ouang’s flave had no fuoner informed 

his miftrefs, than fhe fet forward full cf 
grief, and went to the prifon; where, 
at the fight of this melancholy date c f 
her hulband, fhe fhed a flood of tear;. 
Then Ouang, colle&ing his Arengtb, 
faid—-* Alas! my dear fpoute, how 
4 wretched is thy unfortunate hufband, 

* to bring upon himfelf inch a train of 

* miferies, wherewith he overwhelms his 

* prudent and virtuous wife ! My dif- 

* eafe gets ground every moment ; but, 
4 my dear and amiable compaaior, 
4 flnee I have the confolation of feeing 
4 thee, I die content; it is my laft re- 
4 qued, that you will not leave the 
4 treachery of my perfidious Have un- 

* punifhed.* 

The Lady Lieou witholding her tears, 
that fhe might' not add to her hufband’s 
grief—* Forbear,’ faid fhe, * this kind 

* of difeourfe, and endeavour to make 
4 yourfelfeafy,that you may take proper 
‘ medici»f$ for the recovery of your 


* houfes, and every thing elfe, to pur- 

* chafe your liberty, and then we may * 

* live a long while together. As for 

* your unfaithful flave, the juftice of 

* Heaven will overtake him, and you 

* will certainly be revenged; therefore 

* fet your mind entirely at reft.’ 

* Since I fee,' replied Ou3ng, * a wife 

* fo ready to affift me, if Heaven pro- 

* long my days, I fhall look upon it as 

* a precious gift.’ He was going on, 
when they obliged the lady to with¬ 
draw, becaufe night approached. It 
was then fhe gave vent to her grief, 
which fhe had fmothered in her bo- 
fom; die went to her own houfe ail in 
tears, and retired to her apartment, 
where fhe was wholly taken up with the 
didrefs and melancholy fltuation of her ' 
hufband: meanwhile the fervants were 
in a lower room, in the fore-part of the 
houfe, where they were endeavouring t® 
d; 1 pel their melancholy; when fuddenly 
they law a man advanced in years enter 
in, carrying a prefent, and afking if the 
mader of the houfe was at home. When 
they looked at the drangei femewhat 
earnedly, they all cued out aloud, 4 A 

4 ghod! a ghod!’ and took to their 
heels. They had recolle&ed the dealer 
in ginger, belonging to Hou-tcheou, 
called Liu; but he perceiving them all 
run away in a fright, laid hold of one 
by the arm. * Aie you mad?' faid he; 

* I come to make your mafter a vifit, 

* and you midake me for an apparition.* 
The Lady Lieou, hearing the noifethat 
was made, came haftily out to fee what 
was the matter. The good old roan 
advanced and-fahited her in a very obli¬ 
ging manner: * Madam,’ faid he, 4 you 

* have doubtlefs forgot the old man of 
4 Hou-tcheou, called Liu, who dealt in 

* ginger; it is I myfe|f, and I (hall a}. 

* ways have a grateful remembrance of 

* your hr.(band's entertainment, and the 

* prefent he made me of g piece of ftuflF. 

4 When I went from your houfe, I 

* returned to Hou-tcheou, and for a year 

* and half fince I have been carrying on 

* my little trade in feveral places: I 

* have now taken a trip to your noble 

* city, and brought feveral trifles from 

* my own country, that I take the liber* 

* ty to make you a prefent of. I cannot 

* comprehend what could induce your 

4 jpeoplfv 
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4 people fo foolifhly to take me for a 
4 fpirit come from the other world.’ 
One of the domefticks, who lay fnug in 
the corner of the hall, began at this to 
cry out—.* Mad^m, take heed what you 

* do; he certainly knows that you are 

* endeavouring to get our mailer out of 
4 prifbn, and he has aflnmed this fan- 

* taftick body to embroil his affairs, and 

* compleat his deltru6lion.’ The Lady 
Lieou filenced the fervant, and adciref- 
fing her difcourfe to the ftranger—* As 
1 & as I can apprehend,’ faid fhe, 

4 from the manner of your fpeaking, 

4 there is no reafon to believe you rofe 
4 from the dead; but you are to under- 
4 ftand that my hufband has fuffered 

* greatly, and is like to fufFer more, on 
4 your account.* The good man was 
in a con fter nation at this reply. * Alas! 

4 is it poflible I could do the leaft wrong, 

* contrary to my inclination, to lb wor- 
4 thy a man ?’ Then the Lady Lieou re¬ 
lated the particulars of what the water¬ 
man Tcheou-fe had done. * He brought,’ 
laid fhe, * in his bo 3 t a dead body over- 
4 againft our door, and produced your 

* bafket, and the piece of fluff that we 

* gave you, faying that you had de- 
4 livered it to him, as a proof that you 

* were killed by my hufband: this was, 

* as you mull tnink, like the flrokeof a 
4 thunderbolt to usj but, by the af- 
4 fiftance of money, the waterman was 

* prevailed upon to conceal the murder, 

4 and aflilled in carrying the body, and 
4 burying it. In a year after, Hou the 
4 Tyger informed againft his mafter at 

* the tribunal: the torture which they 
4 put my hufband to, obliged him to 
4 confefs all, in conleqnence of which 
4 he was caft into a dungeon, where he 
4 has languifhed for fix months.’ 

At this relation Liu violently beat his 
bread. * Ah, Madam!’ faid he, 1 my 
* 4 hejirt is feized with the moft lively 
4 £fiief: is it poflible there fhould be a 
4 man under Heaven capable of fo black 
4 an a6lion ? When I left you the lall 
4 year, I went dire£lly to the bark to 
4 crofs the river: the waterman, feeing 
4 the piece of fluff in my hands, de 
4 manded where I had it. I, who had 
4 no fufpicion of his villainous defign, 
4 ingenuoufly told him the whole affair, 
f that being thrown down by ycur huf 
4 band, I lay for fome time fenfelefs; 
4 that afterwards he entertained me 
4 handfomely, and made me a prefent of 

* this piece of fluff. He defiled me to 
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* fell it him, which I did; and defiled 
4 likewife my bamboo bafket, which I 

* gave him for my pafiage over the river* 

4 Could any one have guefTed he had got 
4 thefe things of me to tranfaft the moft 

* horrible piece of villainy with?’— 

* My good friend,’ replied the Lady 
Lieou, * before I fpoke to you, I could 

* not be certain that the accufaticn 
4 againft my hufband was a forgery* 

4 but whence had he the dead body 
4 which was faid to be yours?’ Liu 
having conlidered a moment, faid—* I 

* now recolhfl, that while I was in the 

* boat, and relating my flory to the wa-' 

* terman, I faw a dead body float near 

* the bank of the river; I obferved that 
4 the water came out of the mouth and 
4 eyes, and made no queftion but it was 
4 a dead carcafe. Could one have be-* 
4 lieved the waterman would haveforra- 

* ed fuch a diabolical defign ? He is a 

* monfter that fills one with horror* 
4 Bur, M idam, there is no time to lofcj 
4 accept, I befeech you, of this final! 

* prefent, and then we will go together 

* and get audience of the Mandarin: l 
4 will convince him of the calumny, 

* which ought to be done as foon as 
4 poflible.’ The Lady Lieou took the 
prefent, and oidered in dinner for the 
good old man. In the meanwhile, fhe 
drew up a petition herfelf; for, belong¬ 
ing to a learned family, fhe could write 
elegantly: after which fhe fent for a chair, 
and fet out, attended by flaves, and was 
followed by the old man to the Manda¬ 
rin’s palace. A« foon as this magiftrate 
was feated on his tribunal, they both 
cried out aloud—* The innocent is op- 
4 prefled with flander !’ and, at the fame 7 
time, the lady prefented her petition. 
The Mandarin having read it, made her 
draw near, and aficed her feveral ques¬ 
tions. She gave him an account of all 
that had contributed to her hufband’s 
(li(grace; and ended with faying, that 
tlus very day the dealer in ginger being 
happily arrived in the city, fhe came to 
prolccutethe dreadful calumny forwhich 
fhe demanded jultice in the petition. The 
Mandarin having heard her attentively, 
made Liu draw near in his turn to be 
examined. Liu related the beginning 
and end of thedifpute in which he was 
hurt by the fall, he explained the man. 
ner in which he was prevailed upon to 
fell the piece of (luff, and gave entire fa- 
tisfa6lion to all the queftions that weie 
afked him. * But,’ faid the Mandarin, 

* has 
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• has not this woman prevailed upon 

• you by money to give this evidence ?* 
Liu, ftriking his forehead upon the 
ground, immediately replied— 4 Such a 

• trick is impra&icable; I am a mer- 

• chant of Hou-tcheou, and have trad- 

• ed in this city for feveral years} I am 

• known by a great number of peribns; 
4 how then can I carry on an impoftitre ? 

• If that which they have feigned con- 

• cernirtg mv death was true, do you 
4 think, when I was ready to die, I 

• <liou:dnot have ordered the waterman 

• to fetch feme of my acquaintance, to 

• give them a commift'ion to demand 

• juftice? Was it likely that i /hould 
4 give this charge to a perfon unknown? 

• But if I had been really dead, would 

• none of my relations at Hou-tcheou, 
4 when they found I was a long while 

• abf nt, come and make an enquiry 

• after me ? If I had been killed, as has 

• been laid, would they not have carried 

• my accufation to your tribunal ? How 

• then comes it to- pafs, that for a whole 
4 year together nobody has appeared j and, 

• inftead of one of my relations, a Have 

• (hould take upon him to accufe his 
4 mailer ? I returned to this city but 

• this day, and therefore could he in- 

• formed no fboner of this horrid fcan- 
« dal r hi fhort, though I have contri- 

• butetf nothing towards the milery of 

• this unfortunate fcholai, yet, as I am 

• in forme fort the occalion of his fufrier- 
4 mg, it was not pollible for me to fee 

s* innocence oppreffed, without emotion; 
4 and this is the only motive that has 
■ brought me to your footftool. Give 
4 orders, I befeecb you, that enquiry 

• may be made concerning what relates 
4 to rue, for nothing can be more eafy.* 
— 1 Since you are known here by many,* 
replied tlie Mandarin, 4 mendon lome, 
4 that F may examine** Liumentioned 
to the number of ten, whofe names the 
Mandarin took down, but fixed on the 
four lafl, whom he lent for. When 
they entered tire hall of audience, it was 
obiervaUe, that as foon as thev perceiv¬ 
ed the old man Liu, they laid one to 
another—* Alt! here is our ancient 

• friend Liu, of the pity of Hou-tcheou j 

• he is not dead, thrn, as was given out*’ 
The Mandarin ordered them to draw* 
rearer* that they might take the better 
police of him. * Are our eyes enchant- 

• ed 7 ' added they. * No; it is he him- 

• ft If. This is the dealer in ginger that 

• was faid to have been killed by the 


* fcholar Ouang.* The Mandarin gaVe 
orders to feme of the officers to inform 
themfelves fecretly where the waterman 
Tcheou-fe lived, and to amufe him with 
falfe hopes, that he might come dire&ly 
to the tribunal, without having (he leaft 
fufpicion of the hufinefs in hand* As 
for Hou the Tyger, who had given in' 
the acculaiion, as he had a perfon bound 
for him, he was eafy to be found* the 
order was given that they ihould both 
be brought into court in the afternoon. 
The officers replied with a (hobt, that 
tellified how readily they obeyed, and 
feparated immediately to go to different 
parts of the city. In the mean time, the 
Lady Lieou who had orders to be there 
with old Liu at the fame hour, went to 
the prifon, where fee informed her huf- 
band of all that had paffed. This re¬ 
lation fo trnnfported him with joy, that 
one would have thought the mod fpi- 
rituouseffence was ponied upon his head* 
or the fwccteit dew fallen upon his heart, 
and the fame moment his diftemper left 
him. * I was chiefly provoked,’ faid 
he, * at thp vile flave, whom I looked 

* upon as a monfler, and did not bek 

* lieve there was 4 . more wicked man to 
6 be found; but the villainy of the wa- 

* terman far exceeds hi . Is it poffible 

* to carry wickednefs to fb great an ex- 

* cefs? If this good oU man !)ad not 

* appeared hiriilelf, I /hould never have 

* known whether I had died for a reat 
4 or a fuppofed crime; but at length the 
4 truth is manifefl.* 

The Lady Lieou did not fail to be at 
the audience with old Liu, whom fee had 
handlomely regaled at her own houie. 
They had by cunning prevailed upon 
Tcheou-fe to be there; who, after he haq 
quitted his boat, opened a/bop, and was 
become a fluff-merchant* The officer^, 
of the tribunal had perfuaded him that 
their mafter would make a gbod pur- 
chafe, lb that he entered the hall of au¬ 
dience with an air of fatisfaftion : how* 
ever, the iitdice of Heaven was on the 
point of difeovering* itfelf When he 
thought leaft of the master, and was turn¬ 
ing his head here and there in a confident 
manner, he perceived old Liu. In aip 
inftant, by an emotion in his mind which 
he could not command, his ears becam^ 
as red as blood. . Old Liu called to hint* 
with a loud voice—* Well, Mr* Boat- 

* man, how have you done fince the day 
4 that I fold you the piece of fluff and 

* the bamboo balket > Has Che t* affick 

♦ been 
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* beenluckyf’ At thefcwgrdsTcheou-fc 
hang down his, head and made no reply, 
but his countenance fucfclenly appeared 
like the branch of a tree that is withered 
by the fun. They introduced at the 
fame time Hou the Tyger. This wretch, 
after he bad betrayed his mailer, did not 
Vettirn back to his mailer's houfe, but 
lodged in another place, as if he had Gear¬ 
ed to be a Have, gnd was coming that 
^ay to the audience for the fake of di- 
verfion, and to fee what was doing. The 
officers of the tribunal met him very 
luckily near the Mandarin’s palace. 

* We were looking for you,’ faid they 
to him, 4 becaufe to-day fe^tence is to be 
? palled on your mailers the relations of 
4 the murdered perfon profecutethecaufe, 

* and there is nobody wanting but you, 

* who are the informer, to condemn him 
1 to the puniihraent his crime dderves.* 
Hou the Tyger, tranfported with joy, 
followed the officers, and kneeled down 
at the foot of the tribunal. When the 
Mandarin faw him— 1 Doll thou know 
4 that man?’ laid he, pointing to old 
triu with his finger. Hou the Tyger, 
after he had beheld him a little earneftly, 
was immediately in fuch confufion and 
aftonifhment, that he could not fpeak a 
word. The Mandarin perceiving the 
embarrafirnent and concern of thefe two 
villains, took about a moment for con¬ 
federation : then holding his hand towards 
Hou the Tyger, 4 Thou dog of a (lave,* 
faid he to him, 4 what has thy mailer 

* done to thee, that thou ftiouldeft con- 
4 trive his ruin with the waterman, and 
4 invent fo black a calumny 4 No- 

* thing is more true,’ replied the Have, 
1 than that my mailer has killed a man, 

* nor was it a ilory of my own inven-' 

* tiqn.’—* Howl’ faid the Mandarin, 

4 are you fo obilinate as to coninue in 
4 this falihood ? J-tt the wretch be taken 
4 and put to the torture till he owns his 
4 crime.’ Hou the Tyger, in themidft 
of his torture, cried aloud— 4 Alas 1 Sir, 

4 if you reproach me for conceiving a 
4 mortal hatred againil my mailer, and. 
4 becoming hisaccufer, I plead guilty; 

* but if I am killed, I will never own 
4 , that I have conlpired with any perfon 

* whatfoever to invent what is called a 
Hander: yes, my mailer having one 

* day a difpute with Liu, (truck him fo 
4 hard that he fell down fenfelefs; im«* 

4 mediately they gave him fomethihg to 

* driak, and he came to hiwfdf; thm 


4 they regaled him, and made him a pre* 
4 lent of a piece of duff. Liu went ton 
4 thence to crofs the river; and theielf- 
4 fame night, about the ilcond watch, 
4 the boatmanTcheou-fe brought a dead 
4 body in his boat as far as our door; 
4 aiid, to make it appear evident that it 
4 was Liu, he {hewed the piece of duff 
4 and the bamboo baiket, and there was 
4 not one of our domeiticks but what 
4 took it for fa6t. The money and the 
4 jewels, which my mailer gave the wa. 
4 terman. Happed his mouth, and he 
4 promifed to conceal the murder: I was 
4 one of thofe who helped to bury the 
4 corpfe; and afterwards my mailer 
4 uiing me ill, I refolved to revenge iny-r 
4 felf, and accufed him at this tribunal* 

4 As for this man that died, I fwear I 
4 have not the lead knowledge of him; 
4 nay, if I had not feen old Liu here. I 
4 fhould never have thought my mailer 
4 wasfdirly accufed in having this mur* 

4 der laid to his charge: it.is noway in 
4 my power to tell what body it vra ,or 
4 whence it came; none but the water- 
4 man can give an account of it.’ This 
examination being taken by the Man¬ 
darin, he made Tcheou-ie draw near ;• 
be interrogated in his turn. This man 
made various pretences to dilguife his 
crime; but Liu, who was present, im¬ 
mediately dilcovered his knavety, and 
the Mandarin put him to the torture, 
which quickly made him confefs the 
truth. 4 I declare,’ fays he, 4 that the 
4 laft year, in fuch a month and fuch a 
4 day, Liu came to me for a paflag* is 
4 my boat, hptding in his hand a piece 
4 of Huff: I accidentally aiked him who 
4 had made him that prefent ? Upon 
4 which he related the whole Ilory; and 
4 at the fame ti me there appearing a dead 
4 body near the bank, which was thrown 
4 by the current, it came into mv head 
4 to make ufe of it to deceive Ouangs 
4 this made me purchafe the piece of 
4 ftuff and the bamboo bafket; and as 
4 foon as Liu was landed, I took the. 
4 corpfe out of the water, put it into ray 
4 boat, and rowed to Ouang’s door. 

4 Contrary to all appearance, he beliet'ed 
4 what I faid concerning Liu's death, 

4 and gave me a good lum not to divulge 
4 it; and I went with fome of his 
4 vants to bury the body, who took it 
4 for the corpfe of old Liu. There is 
4 nothing but what is true in this con* 

4 feffion that X have made; and I am 

* read/ 
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• ready to fuffer anything, if the leaft * tion? This defign. was laid too deep 

• particular is falfe.’— 4 All this,’ faid 4 to be the firft trial of your (kill; it is 
tlie Mandarin, 4 agrees with what I know 4 not unlikely, that many others may 

• already; but there is one article Teems 4 haveperilhedbyfuch-likecontrivances: 

• very dark: is it poilible, that at that * it is my duty to free the city from fo 

• very inltant a dead body fliould be * dangerous a plague. AsforHouthe 

• found near the bank ? Befides, is it ere- * Tyger, that unnatural (lave, who for- 

• dible that this corplefhould referable old 4 getting the benefits he received from 

• Liu? Without doubt thou haft killed * his mafter, has contrived his deftruc- 

• this man in Tome other place, and thy 1 tion, he deferves to be feverely punilh- 

• defign was to make Ouang pafs for the 4 ed.* At the fame time heordered the 

• author of the murder.’— 4 Ah ! Sir,’ executioners to take the two villains, and 
cried Tcheou-fe, 4 if I had any thoughts laying them on theground^to give Hoa 

• of killing any body, could not 1 have the Tyger forty blows with the battoon, 

• killed Liu fooner than any other per- and to battinade Tcheou-fe till he ex- 

• fon, fince he was alone with me in the pired under the blows. They did not 

• boat in a dark night? What I have know that Hou the Tyger' had juft got 

• faid is true: feeing a body float in over a dangerous difeale, and confe- 

• the water, I thought it would be eafy quently was not in a condition to undergo 

• to make ufe of it to deceive Ouang ; the punilhment; but the jufticeof Hea- 

• for which reafon I purchal'ed the fluff ven would no longer fuffer this treache- 

• and bafket of Lin: but that vyhich per- rous (lave to live, for he expired on the 
•, fuaded me rooft that I ftiowld fucceed, pavement before he had received his num- 

• was, that I knew Ouang to be a fear- her of blows. Tcheou-fe did not die till 

• ful and creduious man; and 1 knew he had received feventy. This done, the 

• likewife, that he had never feen Liu Mandarin lent for Ouang out of prifoir, 

• but this once, and that when it was and in full audience declared him in- 
night, and by the light of a lamp. I nocent; befides, he ordered all the cloth 

• procured the piece of fluff, and the that was in Tclieon-fe^s (hop, and had 

• bamboo balket, that they might im- been bought with Ouang’s money, to be 

• mediately bring to his mind the dealer delivered to him: the whole (lock 

• in ginger. Thele were the reafons amounted to about a hundred taels. 

• that made me think the trick would 4 According to the courle of juftice/ 
« fucceed, and that he would fall into faid the Mandarin, 4 this ought to be 
*.the fnare that I had laid for him. As 4 confifcated; but, as Ouang is afcholar 
4 for the dead body, I fwear that I know * that has greatlv differed, I compaffion- 

• nothing of it;*and 1 make no doubt 4 ate the miferable condition to whic1\ 

• but the perfon fell accidentally into the 4 he has been reduced: let everything 

• river, and was drowned, though I can 4 that is found at the thief’s houfe bere- 

• fay nothing certain as to this point.’, * turned to him that it was extoried 
Then old Liu, falling on his knees, faid * from.’ This was an a£l of goodnefs 
thus— 4 It is certainly true, that when I in the Mandarin. They went, accord- 
4 palled over the river in his boa% there ing to order, and took up the dead body; 

• appeared a dead body floating in the in doing which they obferved that his 
4 water.’ Upon which the Mandarin nails were Hill full of land, which was a 
gave credit to what he had faid, and com- proof that he fell into the river off the 
fnitted all thefe depofitions to writing, bank, and was drowned in endeavouring 
Tcheou-fe falling into tears, cried out— get up it again. As none of his rela- 

• Take pity,'Sir, on this poor wretch lations laid claim to him, the Mandarin 
4 who lies at your feet; for I had no ordered the officers to lay him in the 
4 other defign by this artifice than to get common burying-place of the poor. 

• a little money, without thinking of any Ouang and his wife, together with old 
4 farther harm ; therefore ^mitigate the Liu, after returning their humble thanks 
4 punilhment, I befeech you.’ The Man- to the Mandarin, returned to their houfe, 
darin railing his voice— 4 How, auda- where they carefled the good old man 
4 cious wretch!’ faid he, 4 canft thou who had taken fo much pains to dif- 
4 expe£l favour, when thy paffion for prove the calumny, and/hewed him all 
4 another perfon’s wealth has brought the kindnefs that could be expetted from 
4 him within a hair’s breadth of deftruc- the lincereft gratitude. * From this time 

forward 
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fi&rward O'uang learnt to moderate the 
heat of hie temper, and to retrain his 
matdral impetuofityi If he met a poor 
man who afked an alms, or defined any 
Service, he received him with an air of 

* affability, and (hewed his readinefs to 
-aflift him. In (hort, he came to a refolu- 
tion teJ'Ubour in good earneft to attain 
hi* degrtei, and to obliterate the remem¬ 
brance of this fatal accident* he applied 
himfelf conftantly tohis books, had littLe 
commerce with the work), and lived in 
this manner forthefpace of ten years, 
after which he was raifed to the degree 
of a do&or. There is a great deal of 
reafon to &y, that magi ftrates and officers 
of jufikeare obliged to regard the life of 
a man more than that of a contemptible 
plant* and that they are highly culpable 

* when they are ps caretefs in examining a 
procefs, as if they affifted at the difputes 

»if a company of children that are at play. 
Nothing ought to be done precipitately s 


OF O0ANG. *yt 

as for example, in the eanfb of Ouang, 
the main point was to penetrate into the 
fetches arid artifices of the waterman. If 
the dealer in ginger had not happily arriv¬ 
ed at Ouentcheou, and if through too 
much precipitation they had not waited 
for his arrival, the (lave who had accufed 
his matter would not have thought be 
had (landered him; the wife would not 
have imagined her hufband had been in¬ 
nocent of the murder; and the actufed 
perfon himfelf would not have known he 
had been unjufily oppreffed; much left 
could thejudige havebad the leaft know¬ 
ledge of the nfatter, fof it was impofiible 
for him to penetrate into things concealed 
With fo great cafe. Let benevolent ma- 
giftrates, as they ought,' have the fame 
companion for the people, as the father 
has for his children; and they may learn 
from this fiery, both in wnat manner 
they ought to conduct tbemfelves, and 
what faults they ihould avoid* 


MATILDA MARKHAM. 

PRINTED FROM HER OWN MANUSCRIPT. 

I Was the only daughter of a gentle- My education had been elegant, but no 
man, who held an employment un- way ufeful, and it rather ferved to in- 
der the government that amounted to creafe my pride than to enlarge my un- 
five hundred'pounds a year; yet, though demanding: inftead of teaching me to 
thisr employment was his principal de- be chearful, humble, and obliging, it 
petulance, and though he was always rendered me fullen, fro ward, and capri- 
undcr a neceffity of appearing rather cious; and therefore, inftead of modefily 
elegantly m the world, (till no care was endeavouring to obtain the efteem of 
omitted to give his favourite Matilda a thofe with whom I converfed, I laid an 
finiflied education. -I was therefore in- infolent claim to their admiration. My 
ficu&ed at an early period in French and poor father, who imagined the world 
Italian ; was taught all the fa(hionable beheld me with the eyes of his own par- 
needleworks that keep a young woman tiality, rather encouraged than difcoun- 
„ regularly employed, without anfwering tenanced the extraordinary value, which 
any one purpole of real utility$ and I fet upon my own accomplilhments, 
made Tuch a miftrefs of the harpfichorji and negle 6 led the cultivation of my 
before I attained my fourteenth year, mind, though he hourly facrificed to my 
that I was oonfidered by the connoineufs vanity. He fancied that the knowledge 
on this inftrument as a kind of mufical of a language or two would neceffarily 
miraclet add to all thefe accompliih- give me good fenfe; and believed that 
menu, that I fung with fome voice and the turn of my difpofition muft be right, 
much tafie, danced with remarkable becaufe I fung prettily, and made a 
grace, and pofieffed a perfon which was figure at my harpfichord. Alasl how 
the incefiant obje£t of general adula- feverely has experience convinced me, 
don, . that a fingle fcruple of diferetion out- 

In giving this pi 6 lure of myfelf, I (hall weighs all the benefits to be reaped fix?m 
not be iufpe&ed of vanity, becaufe, at the French or Italian; and how heartily 
the very period I am fpeaking of, I was do $ wilh that the hours which have 
much more intitled to pity than to praife. been To prodigally laviflied in the attain - 
V9tD.II. Y ment 


Digitized by Google 



*7* NBW NOVELIST 

ment of mere embellilhments, had been 
wifely employed in the lefs fafhionable 
ftudies of regulating a family! 

Willies, however, will nor, to ufe the 
forcible language of a modern writer, 

* Roll back the Hood of never-ebbing time}* 

and, therefore, from ufelefs exclama¬ 
tion, I ftiall proceed with the fimple nar¬ 
ration of fafts. 

Notwithftandimjmyboundlefs vanity, 
and notwithftanding the well-known 
{lendernefs of my father’s circumdances, 

I had feveral advantageous matches pro- 
pofed to me before I reached my 
eighteenth yeart but thefe were in gene¬ 
ral difregarded, both becaufe no im- 
prefliort had been made upon my heart, 
and becaufe I fancied my wonderful 
merits would at any time procure me a 
hulband with an affluent fortune. At 
length Mr. Markham, who had acquir¬ 
ed a prodigious property as a com mif¬ 
fary during the late war, making over¬ 
tures, my father thought it prudent to 
content; and, ns I had no objeftion to 
Mr. Markham’s perfon or manner, we 
were married in a few weeks, and I 
found myfelf miftrefs of a magnificent 
fcoufe in the neighbourhood of GrolVenor 
Square. 

Being thus happily fettled, and in¬ 
dulged in every wifh of my heart by 
Mr. Markham, my pride loon broke 
out into'the molt excefllve extravagance, 
and I grew wholly indifferent to every 
enjoyment but my rage for admiration. 
In vain my hufband exerted every argu¬ 
ment of tendemefs, and every aft of 
generofity, to fhew me the folly, nay, 
the danger of my purfuit. His remon- 
ftrances I conftrued into infolence, and 
imagined he was fufftciently happy in 
the pofTefiion of fo invaluable a treafure 
as myfelf, without putting a dilagreeable 
reftraint upon my inclinations. The 
truth was, he had man ied me from a 
rinciple of affeftion; and I had given 
im my hand entirely from motives of 
vanity. He expefted to have his paffiou 
returned with tranfport; and I looked 
for a continual round of glitter and dif- 
fipation. He pined to have me more at 
home; and I fickened for every falhion- 
able amufement. The conlequence at 
laft was, that he became gloomy in pro¬ 
portion as I grew indifferent; and 
this gloominefs appearing, in my con¬ 
ception of things, very ungrateful, I 
determined to punilli it as much aa pof- 
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fible, by engaging myfelf abroad in aa 
cndlefs round of pleafure, and by making 
little more than a fleeping-place of his 
houfe. 

In this manner matters continued al- ’ 
moft two years, during which time we 
had two children; but the parental du¬ 
ties were much too vulgar for a woman 
of my fuperior accompli foments, there¬ 
fore I did not honour home the more 
with my prefence on account of this in- ‘ 
creafe in my family. Notwithftanding \ 
my continual engagements abroad, how¬ 
ever, I was about this time informed of 
a circumftance which extremely morti¬ 
fied my vanity; and this was, that Mr, 
Markham, and my woman, who was a 
very likely girl, had frequent meetings 1 
at a milliner’s, in one of the bye-ftreets j 
of our neighbourhood. Though I ne- I 
ver felt any tendemefs for Mr. Mark- \ 
ham, this intelligence gave my, pridea 
very fenlible mortification: however in¬ 
different I might be about hfm, there, 
was no fupporting the idea of his infi- \ 
delity to me. I could bear to fee him 
milerablebymy negligence, but itwasin- i 

tolerable to think of his being attached 
to any body elfe: it was a treafon agaioft I 
the majefty of my merit; and I deter- 1 
mined, in a fatal hour, to be amply re¬ 
venged on the criminal. O ye daughters 
of reputation! beware of exerting a falfc 
refentment, even where the perfidy of 
our hufbands may be evident. Let not 
is errors lead you into aftual crimes; 
nor madly make a facrifice of your own 
happinefs, and your own character, 
through a ridiculous notion of retaliating 
your wrongs; you can fuffer no diftrcfs 
that will equal-a fall into infamy. The 
affliftion of the innocent is an elyfiw* 
compared to the anguifh of the guilty; 
and the ftroke of calamity is always 
keen in proportion to the confcioufnefs 
of having dderved it. Had I prudent¬ 
ly confidered this, while the confidera- 
tion could have been ufefui, my bloom 
of life would not now be chilled by the 
blafts of fhame; nor bad the (form of 
reproach rooted tip all the flattering f 
prefpeft of my future felicity: the fun- 1 
fliine of tranquillity would have {bailed t 
upon the morning, and my evening 
wou Id have been wholly u n im bi t tered with 
tears. But, alas! I mu ft relent where 
I ought to reeoncile; and inftead of re¬ 
covering my hufoand’s affeftion, I rauft 
excite his deteftation. It is unneceflary 
to explain myfelffatther; nor u it need- ^ 

ful 
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fof to fay, that there are men enough 
to flatter a woman who has youth and a 
paffable perfou, efpecially where (he is a 
Have to diflipation. This was unhap¬ 
pily my cafe; and, in the raih, the 
wretched moment of my indignation at 
Mr. Markham's infidelity,, fome demon 
rendered a profeffed admirer of mine fo 
very importunate, that I liftened to him 
from motives of revenge; and, yielding 
to his Toliciration on purpofe to punifh 
gny hu(band, was utterly undone. 

The inconfiderate, the unpardonable 
Rep I had taken, was not long conceal- 
ed ; nor did it ever ftrike me, -till it was 
published, that, without making my in¬ 
famy univerfally known, I could enjoy 
no triumph .over poor Mr. Markham. 
It was however no iooner known, which 
was in a few days, through the vanity 
ef my paramour, than I was overwhelm¬ 
ed not only with difgrace, but with re- 
morfej and difcovered that my refent- 
fnent againft my unfortunate huiband 
was as unjuftiy founded as the fatal in¬ 
difference which originally gave birth 
to my crime. . Mr. Markham, indeed, 
had frequent meetings with my woman 
at the milliner's I have mentioned; but 
thefe meetings were perfeCUy innocent, 
nay, they were perfectly laudable. The 
round of amufements in which I was 
conftantly engaged, and the avidity 
with which f listened to every coxcomb 
that offered up incenfe at the fhrine of 
piy vanity, had for a long time filled 
him with doubts of ray honour; and he 
naturally enough imagined, that She who 
disdained to prelerve the appearance of 
repntation, would entertain but little re¬ 
gard for the reality. Actuated by a 
belief of this nature, and fuppofing that 
my woman mud neceffarily be my con¬ 
fident in cafe of any illicit correspondence, 
he had frequently appointments with her 
at the milliner's, not chufing, for fear 
of fuipicion, to converfe with her pri¬ 
vately in his own houSe. Thus the very 
meafures he took to fave me from ruin, 
became material caufes of niy destruc¬ 
tion: and thus, by the prepofterous pride 
of a wretch who was wholly unworthy 
of him, the happinefs of his family was 
eternally, hlafled, while he earnestly la¬ 
boured for it's restoration. 

Had the unhappinefs of confequences, 
however, terminated here, I think it 
would have been poffible for a life of 
penitence to give me fome distant idea of 
comfort* and the difgrace to which I am 


juftly caft out, might be considered as a 
kind of expiation for my crime: but, 
alas! the guilt of infidelity was to be at¬ 
tended with blood; and Mr. Markham 
was not only to be ruined in his peace, 
but my father!. O Heavens! the recol¬ 
lection, the bare recolleftion of the mi¬ 
series which my infamy has produced, 
almoft drives ine into madnefs; and, I 
am altonifhed that the laws do not cut 
off fuch monfters as myfelf from the 
face of fociety. Mighty God, look 
down upon me with an eye of compaf- 
fion! Thefe tears are not the tears of difap- 
pointed pride; nor are thefe trefTes now 
torn from my miferable head becaufe my 
vanity is no longer to be indulged. No j 
the anguilh of my foul is now the genuine 
refult of contrition; and I will hope for 
pardon in the future world, though I 
neither can look for tranquillity norfor- 
giv#nefs in tins! 

The inftant that my perfidy reached 
Mr. Markham’s ears, he flew to me, 
(I was then in my dreffing room) and, 
in a tone of the utmolt defpair, exclaim¬ 
ed —f O Matilda! what have I done to 
‘ deferve this ? Was it not enough to 
c deltroy my repofe, without murdering 

* my reputation! or, if you had no re- 

* gard for my honour, why were you 

* loll to all pity for your helplefs inno- . 

* cents! they have never offended, 

* though I may have unhappily difpleaf- 

* ed; and they were intitled to Soma 

* little companion, though no pity whafc- 

* foever might be due to me. But, Ma- 

* dam,' continued he, raifing his Voice 
into a fiercenefs that petrified me, 

‘ though you have made me wretched, 

* you Shall not make me contemptible* 

1 This moment you muftquit my houfe, 

* nor Shall you enter my habitation 
‘ more. The unhappy little ones will be 

* carefully attended to; but they Shall 
‘ be taught to forget every trace of a 

* mother who has covered them with 

* infamy, and planted daggers in the 

* bofom of their unfortunate father!* 
Saying this, he hurried out, while I 
fainted in the arms of my woman, and 
remained lo wholly fenfelels for Several 
hours, that my recovery was entirely 
defpaired of. 

On recovering the ufe of my Senfes— 
0 what a misfortune is the power of Re¬ 
collection to the wretched!—I was re¬ 
moved, in obedience to Mr. Markham’s 
pofitive order, to my father’s. Here, 
mltead of receiving confolation* I was 
Y* to 

s 
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to look for the keeneft of all reproach5 
but, contrary to my expectations, the 
voice that hailed me was tne voice of pi* 
ty; and the venerable author of my be¬ 
ing was almoft in the agonies of death as 
they led me trembling to his apartment. 
He had been for a long time confined by 
the gout, and this unlooked-for calami¬ 
ty throwing it mftarttly into his ftomach, 
beyond the power of medicine, he lay 
patiently vtuingfor the moment of dif- 
folution. On my entrance be was raif- 
ed up in his bed, where he held forth his 
trembling hands, and with fomfc diffi-' 
culty articulated— * O Matilda, forgive 
* your dying father: it was my miftaken 
4 manner of education that has mined 
«. my unhappy child T He could utter 
no more; his p 3 ngs came on him too 
fa ft; and he expired before they could 
convey me from the dreadful fcene to 
another room. Here I was feized with 
a violent fever, and lay delirious for fe¬ 
deral days. ' When the violence of my 
diforder was lomewhat abated, I ven¬ 
tured to enquire after Mr. Mark¬ 
ham and my poor children; the ac-^ 
counts I received were flattering, and 
greatly forwarded my recovery; hut my 
health was no fooner re-eftablilhed than 
1 found thefe accounts to be entirely the 
pious frauds of friendfhip, and calcu¬ 
lated only to haften my amendment. The 
truth was, Mr. Markham had been 
obliged to fly for killing the wretched 
partner of my guilt in a duel, and he took 
the two children along with him: where 
he had taken refuge nobody could tell 
me, nor have I to this hour difeovered 
the place of his retreat. His houfe, his 
eftates, his property in the funds, were 
atl converted into money; and once a 
year I receive a cover containing a note 
tor two hundred pounds; it comes from 
his appointment I am well convinced, but 


there is no 'pofltbilkyj of traehta hifei* 
though it is now 6 ven yesrt ftnee he 
juftly fpurned me from his prote&ion • 
O that he knew the anguifh of my heart, 
or heard that my time is wholly pafled 
in folitude and tears 1 O that he would 
blefs me with one look at my poor chil¬ 
dren l ’Tis true their mother is a fcan* 
dal to them, and the mention of bet 
name muft tinge their young cheeks 
with an inftant glow of indignationj 
but, my fweet babes, my lovely little 
ones, though your mother is anowteaft, 
though (he is a wretch, ihe feels for yon 
with the keeneft fenfibility, and would 
facrifice her life with joy to be convinced 
that you are in health and fecurity s ihe 
muft not dare to indulge the hope of ever 
feeing your highly*>injured father; that 
happinefs ihe has eternally forfeited; 
could die, however, clafp you for a mo¬ 
ment, a (ingle moment, to her agonising 
bofom, (he would. Oh, Mr. Markhami 
if this paper (hould happily fill into 
your hands, beftowonecbantable thought 
upon a creature now humbled in the 
duft, and bleeding with tbe deepeft con¬ 
trition (or her crime: as a wife (he does 
not prefume to mention herfelf, nor 
means to addrefs your tendernefs, but 
to implore your humanity. HaVepity on 
her, therefore, dear Sir; only fay, that 
you are well yourfelf, and that your 
children are in l'afety; and, if the prayers 
of fuch a monfter to the throne of Mer¬ 
cy can be any way efficacious, the little 
remnant of her unfortunate life (hall be 
employed in fupplicating that happinefs' 
for you and yours, both here and here¬ 
after, which (he can never enjoy in this 
world, and which, without your for- 
givenefs, (he may poifibly forfeit in the 
next. 

Matilda Mask ham. 


THE 

GENEALOGY OF TASTE. 

AN ALLEGORY. 

I N a cave of a mountain in the i (land of the brain of her celeftial parent, as Pallas 
Crete, dwelt a nymph called Con- did, while he was deeply attentive in be- 
templation, fpruns:, as the mytholo^lfts holding the beauties of the creation. In 
report, from Jupiter, the greateft of the this facred retirement the nymph had 
Gods; for, according to their accounts, lived many ages, whither feveral ancient 
ihe w»s conceived and leaped forth from poets, heroes, philofophers, and legttU- 
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fltrsifrpqttUutiyreforted, for no one ever 
left her without receiving the utmoft hap- 
pinef* from her divine precepts. As 
Apollo was wandering one day over the 
top of this mountain, he chanced to light 
upon this heayenly maid, while fhewas 
bulled in her ufual employment of raedi- 
tating on this.ftttpendous fyftem, and the 
divine perfe&ions of thegreat Creator of 
die world. $mit with her charms, he 
immediately defeended into the cave, and 
having enjoyed her, (he bore him a fon, 
whom the God named Eudoxus, allud¬ 
ing to the noble ideas which filled the 
mother's mind when he firft beheld her. 
*Tis (aid, as the nymph Contemplation 
was one night counting the ftars, and 
deferibingon the fand with a wand their 
different Situations and motions, having 
left the child not far off on a bed of vio¬ 
lets, that the nightingale came and co¬ 
vered him with laurel leaves, and lulled 
hkn to deep with the melody of her fong, 
foftly modulated to the tender ear of 
j Hie liftening infant. About this time 
the Delphian Oracle declared that a ray 
of light was defeended from the Sun, and 
being difeerped from that mighty lumi¬ 
nary, fiiould be fpread all over Greece, 
Italy, and part of Afia Minor, for many 
ages. When Eudoxus had parted the 
years of childhood, Apollo being defirous 
not Only to inftru^thrm in the abftrufer 
knowledge of his mother, but to unitein 
his education a thorough relHh of fucb 
other arts and fciences as might render 
him a benefa6lor to mankind in general, 
and his favourite nation the Greeks in 
particular, he took the boy to his own 
beloved feat of retirement, and committed 
his darling diarge to the care of the 
(fine Mu fes, and their lifters the heavenly 
Graces. Here Eudoxus was inftrii&ed, 
firft how thegreat Architeft of the crea¬ 
tion divided the warring elements, and 
out of Chaos formed by his plaftic man¬ 
date the unmeafurable frame of this'ftu- 
pcndotis univerfe. Next, bow that reful¬ 
gent fource of light and heat, the fun, 
fiprung through the blue ferene of heaven, 
and being fixed immoveable in the center 
of all, drew round his glorious orb thofe 
inferior globes, whofe certain and un-. 
erring eourfes, in unchangeable periods 
pf time, form that aetherial harmony 
imperceptible to all beings but the inha¬ 
bitants of heaven. ’Then he was told 
how the oblique pofition of this our earth 
$ it*i annua) progref8 caufed the delight¬ 


ful revolution of feafons ; how the Toft 
defending rains, and.genial warmth of 
A>ring, opened the relenting earth, called 
forth the infant buds, and afterwards 
unfolded all the vegetable pride of flow¬ 
ers and blofloms; how the more perpen¬ 
dicular rays of heat ripened the riling 
haryeft in fummer; how autumn gloried 
in the regal hue of it's purple vintages 
and, lartly, how the fterile winter itjelf 
was as ufcful to mortals as the other 
teeming feafons,by affording in it's cold 
embraces the requifite reft to the (leeping 
vegetables, which thereby gain fre£ 
vigour to renew their fpecies, and to per¬ 
petuate fuftenance to all animals, in the 
fame rotation, till time (half be no more- 
From this general knowledge of nature, 
he was led to enquire into the conftruc- 
tion of particular parts of the bodies of 
animals, and efpecially thofe of the hu¬ 
man race; to difeover the caufes of pain 
and difeafe, and by what methods to re-- 
ftore them to their priftine beauty and 
internal harmony called health, and to 
recall the natural original fenfations of 
eafe and pleafure. When the daughters 
of Memory bad fully inftru&ed Eu¬ 
doxus, as Apollo had dire&ed them, in 
every branch of this knowledge, they 
brought him by degrees to conceive that 
an aetberial fpirit was for a while united 
with the human body: how it was agi¬ 
tated by different partions while in this 
conjunftion; and then, after folution, the 
body fhould return to it’s kindred duft, 
out of which it was formed, and the 
foul to a feparate ftate of happinefs or 
mifery, according as it ailed in this 
probationary ftate t>n earth. Having’ 
taken this view of man in the abftraft 
with all his wants and infirmities, the 
Mufes, laft of all, gave their difciple a 
thorough infight into the human race in 
fociety, where, by the goodnefe of the 
firft Author of all things, thofe very d*» 
ficiencies of individuals united the whole 
fpecies, and the mutual fupply of each 
other’s wants linked all degrees into one 
Irrefragable chain together, each different 
part of which reciprocally depended upon 
the otfffcr from the beginning to the end* 
They taught him too, by way of amufe- 
riienr, theufe and power of mufick, paint¬ 
ing, and poetry; the firft of which cOuld 
afluage mental agony, the fecond revive 
part pleafures in beholding beautiful ob- 
jefts, and the third infpire a true lotfe 
df virtue by perpetuating the revered 
memory 
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jutmory of thofc who had been orna¬ 
ments to our fpecies. Eudoxus, being 
at length quite aceomplifhed in every art 
and fcience, became enamoured of one 
of the Graces, who returned his pafBon 
wkh mutual ardour. One day they took 
an opportunity, while the other two were 
bufred in fporting with Flora and her 
train of Zephyrs, to gratify their defires 
sn a cave of Mount Ida. The offspring 
of their embraces was a daughter, whom 


the fond parents named Calocagathfti 
This nymph, who inherited all the 
knowledge of her father, and all the 
charms of her mother, became, as foe 
grew up, the chief favourite both of 
Gods and men. In the celeftial ban¬ 
quets (healways fat next to Venus*, and 
on earth had the honour attributed to 
her of infpiring whatever was uncom¬ 
monly beautiful in morals, arts, and 
fciences. 


CHARLOTTE* 


OR, 

THE PRUDENT CHOICE. 


L ADY Stephens, the refpeftable re¬ 
lift of a baronet, had devoted to 
fhe education of her only daughter, 
Charlotte, feme very agreeable years of 
ber life, when foemight without cenfure, 
as being ftill powerful in charms, have 
engaged in a ieeond marriage. 

Charlotte had received from nature a 
fbulfufceptible of the mod lively impref- 
fions; and her mother, who ftudied it 
inceilantly, experienced an imeafyjoyon 
perceiving this fenfibiiity, which does 
ibmuch harm and fo much good. 

A crowd of admirers, caught with 
the chanqs of the daughter, paid, ac¬ 
cording to cuftoro, amduous court to 
the mother. Of this number was the 
.Lord Rivers; who, to his own misfor¬ 
tune, was commendable for a very 
handfome figure. His glafs and the la¬ 
dies had fo often told him fo, that he 
could not but believe it. He liftened to 
them with pleafure, contemplated hira- 
lelf with delight, fmiled upon himfelf, 
pud for ever fling his own praifes. No¬ 
thing could be objefted to his politenefs ; 
but it was fo cold and flight compara¬ 
tively to the attentions with which he 
honoured himfelf, that one might clearly 
perceive he pcffefted the firft place in his 
own efteem. He would have had, with- 
opt thinking he had, all the graces of 
nature; but he fpoiled ail by affeftation. 
In regard to underftanding, he wanted 
only jnftnefs, or rather refleftion. No¬ 
body would have talked better than he, 
bad he known what he was going to fay; 
but it was his particular care to be of an 
opinion contrary to that of another. He 
ipras perfeftiy verfed in all the female 


fmall talk, and all the pretty things that 
mean nothing; and he was likewife tho¬ 
roughly acquainted with all the love- 
anecdotes of the town and court. 

Lady Stephens fpoke of him at times 
to her daughter with a kind of compaf- 
fion. ‘ It is a pity,’ faid foe, 1 this 

* young lord was fpoiled in his ednea- 
4 tion. Had not his governors given his 

* genius a wrong bias, he might have 

* fucceeded.’ He had already fucceeded 
but too well in the heart of Charlotte. 
That which is ridiculous in the #yes of 
a mother, is not always fo in the eyes of 
a daughter. Youth is indulgent to youth; 
and there are fuch things as beautiful 
defefts. 

Lord Rivers, on his fide, thought 
Charlotte tolerably handfome, only a lit¬ 
tle too plain; but that might be correfted. 
He took but very little care topleafe her; 
but, when the firft impreflion is made, 
every thing contributes to fink it deeper. 
The very diflipalion of this young cox¬ 
comb was a new attraftion to Char¬ 
lotte; in it foe faw the danger of lofing 
him 5 and nothing accelerates, fo much 
as jealoufy, the progrefs of a growing 
love. 

Once, in giving a hiftory of his life to 
Lady Stephens, Lord Rivers reprefented 
himfelf the moft defirable man in the 
world. Lady Stephens gave him fome 
oblique hints on modefty: but he pro- 
tefted that no man was lefs vain than 
himfelf; that he knew perfeftly well that 
it was not for his own fake he was fo 
much in favour with the ladies; that his 
birth, it was true, did a great deal, but 
that he owed the moft to his. wit and 

figure* 
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figure? qualities which he had not given 
himfeif, and which he was far from prid¬ 
ing in. 

The more pleafure Charlotte felt in 
feeing and hearing him, the more care 
fhe took to conceal it. . A reproach 
from her mother would have made a 
deep wound in her heart ; and this deli¬ 
cate fenfibility rendered her timorous to 
an excefs. 

In the mean time, her charms, with 
which Lord Rivers wasfofaiiitly touched, 
had infpired the wife and moded Mr. 
Stanhope with the tendered paflion. He 
was a young gentleman, not long pof- 
fefled of a plentiful paternal edate. A 
juft way of thinking, and an upright 
heart, formed the ground-work of his 
charafter. His agreeahle and open figure 
was dill more heightened by the noble 
idea conceived of his foul; for we are 
naturally difpofed to feek and believe 
what we difcover in the features of a 
man to refide in his heart. 

Mr. Stanhope * in whom nature had 
been directed to virtue from his infancy, 
enjoyed the inedimable advantage of be¬ 
ing able to giveiiimfelf up to it without 
precaution and conftraint. Decency, 
honefty, candour, that franknefs which 
gains confidence, that chaftity of man¬ 
ners which infpires refpeft, had in him 
the free eafe of habit. An enemy to 
▼ice, but without pride; indulgent to 
follies, but without contraftjng any; 
complying with innoceptcudoms, incor- 
ruptible by bad examples, he fwam upon 
the torrent of the world; beloved, re- 
.fpefted, even by thofe to whom his life 
was a reproach, and to whom the pub- 
lick edeem had made it a practice to op- 
pofe it, in order to humble their pride. 

Lady Stephens, charmed with the cha¬ 
racter of this young gentleman, bad 
cliofen hjm in the bottom of her heart as 
the mod deferving hufband fhe could 
give her daughter. She wgs inexhaudi- 
ble in his commendations. Charlotte 
applauded with the modefty of her age; 
but, as her edeem was not mingled with 
any fentiment fhe needed to conceal, fhe 
was quite eafy and tranquil. 

She was far from being fo in regard 
to the dangerous Lord Rivers. If her 
mother fpoke in commendation of him, 
die looked down, and kept filence. ‘ Y«u 
* do not feem to me,’ faid Lady Ste¬ 
phens, 4 to have a relifh for thofe light 
4 and fhining graces on which the world 
4 lays fo much ftrefr,’— 4 1 know no* 
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c thing of them,' anfwered Cferiotte, 
blufhing. The good mother concealed her 
joy: fhe thought die faw the moded vir¬ 
tues of Mr. Stanhope triumphing in 
Charlotte’s heart over the little amiable 
vices of Lord Rivers. An accident, 
trivial in appearance, but ftrikiNg to a 
difeerning eye, drew her out of this M- 
lufion. 

One of Charlotte’* accomplifhments 
was drawing in crayons. She had 
cbofen flowers, as the mod fuitabie to 
her age. It was natural to fee a rde 
blow beneath the hand of beauty. Lord 
Rivers, by a tafte fomewhat resembling 
hers, was paflionately fond of flowers, 
and was ifeldom feen without a nofegay, 
the prettied of it's kind. 

One day,Lady Stephens’s eyes glanced 
cafually bn Lord Rivers's noiegay. The 
day after, (he perceived that Charlotte, 
without thinking of it, wa* drawing the 
flowers of it. - It was very natural that 
the flowers fhe had feen the evening be¬ 
fore (liould be ttill present to her imagina¬ 
tion ; but that which was not quite £> 
natural, was the air of enthufiafm fhe 
betrayed in drawing them. Her eyes 
fparkied with the fire of genius; her 
mouth fmilsd amoroufly at every drokc 
of the pencil; and a colour, more ass- 
mated than that of the flowers (he wanted 
to reprefent, diffufed itfelf over her lovely 
cheeks. 4 Are you pleaied with your 
4 execution f faid the mother to her, 
carelefsly. 4 It is iftipoflible,'' replied 
Charlotte, 4 to reprefent Ratine wdl, 
4 when we have her not beforeoureyes." 
It was certain, however, that fhe had 
never drawn her more faithfully. 

Somefewday6 after, LordRiverscame 
again with new flowers. Lady Stephen* 
obferved them one after another; and, 
in Charlotte’s next drawing, his nofegay 
again appeared. The fame obfervations 
were continued, and every trial con¬ 
firmed her fufpicions. 4 If I declare 
4 my will to Charlotte,’ faid fhe to her- 
felf, ‘ fhe will fubicribe to it without he- 
4 fitation; fhe will marry Mr. Stanhope, 
4 a man whom (he does not lave; 
4 and the remembrance of the man fhe 
4 loves, will haunt her even in the arms 
4 of another. I know her very foul; 
4 fhe will become the viftim of her dut^ 
4 But (hall I qrdain this grievous facri- 
4 flee? God forbid! No; let her own 
4 inclination decide it. But I may di- 
4 reft her inclination, by enlightening it; 
4 and that is the opto lawful uie of the 
9 authority 
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* authority wfctfcfer is given me; \ I am 
•. certain oCthegoodneii of heart, of the 
^ juftnefs of mydaughter’s feruiments : 

* let nac ftipply> by.the light natural, fo 

* my years, the inexperience of hers; 

* let her fee by her mother^ eyes, and 

* believe, if poffible, that (he confuits 

* only her own inclination.' 

Every time that Lord Rivers and Mr. 
Stanhope met together •at Lady Ste¬ 
phens's, (he turned the conversion on 
the manners, cuftoms,.and maxims, of 
She world. She encouraged contradic¬ 
tion; and, without taking any fide, gave 
room for a difplay of -their refpeXi ve dif- 
poiitions. Thole little adventures with 
which fociety abounds, and which enter, 
tain the idle curiofity of the town, fur- 
mftied moil commonly matter for their 
reflexions. Lord. Rivers, light, vain, 
decifive, and lively, was couftantly on the 
fide of falhionable vice. Mr. Stanhope 
defended the caufe of morality with a 
»ohle freedom. 

The arrangement of a certain duke 
with his lady, was at that time thetown- 
talk. It was faid that, after a quarrel, 
and bitter complaints on both Tides, on 
the fubjeX of their mutual infidelities, 
they agreed, after the prevailing mode 
in France, to decline the inlipid for¬ 
mality of a divorce; that, they owed 
each other nothing; that th£y had ended, 
by laughing at tfie folly of being jealous 
without loving; that the duke had cort¬ 
icated to fee Lord Fribble make love to 
bis wife; and that (he had promifed, on 
her fide, to receive, with the greateff po- 
1 itends, Mil's Flirt, whom the duke had 
in keeping. Lord Rivers cried out, that 
nothing was wifer, confirming his opi¬ 
nion by a variety of trifling realons; Mr. 
Stanhope oppofed him with great foli- 
dity of argument: and this w‘as the firft 
experiment that made a lively impreflion 
oivCharlotte’s tinderftanding. Her mo¬ 
ther, who perceived it, gave free courfe 
to her reflexions. Still Charlotte’s heart, 
within itfelf, did it’s belt to excufe in 
Lord Rivers the fault of having defended 
the manners of the age; but fo many 
inftancesfhortly after occurred to put her 
out of conceit with Lord Rivers, that (he 
began to be violently agitated, and at 
nights enjoyed but little Seep. 4 What 

* a difference!’ faid (he frequently to 
herftlf; 4 and by what caprice is it, that 

* I muff figh at having been enlightened ? 
4 Otfght not the feduXion to ceafe, -as 

* foon as wc' perceive that we ire fc- 


* duced? I admire «ne; and love the 
4 other: What is thia milundcrftand- 
4 ing between the heart and reafon, 

4 which makes us (HU hold dear that we 
4 ceafeto efleetnd? 

After one of thefe reftlels nights, (he 
appeared, according to cuftom, in the 
morning, at breakfaff with her mother. 
4 You feera to me altered,’ laid Lady 
Stephens to her. * Yes, Madam, I am 
4 very much fo/*— 4 What, have you not 

* (lept well T—‘ Very little,’ laid ibe, 
with a figh; 4 You muff, however, ed- 
4 deavour to look handfome; for I am 

* going to take you, after-dinner, to 
4 Riehimond Gardens, where; I hear 
4 there is admilfion for all the. beau- 
4 monde who chufe to repair-thither.’ 
Lord Rivers failed not to he of the party, 
and Lady Stephens retained him about 
her. A thoufand beauties, in all the 
lu fire of brilliant drefs, attracted the de- 
fires after their ffeps. Lord Risers 
knew, or pretended to know, them all; 
and l'miled upon them, following them 
. with his eyes. It was not long before 
Mr. Stanhope joined them. Lady Ste¬ 
phens obferved, that the modeff women 
received with a cold and referved air 

i the futiling and familiar falute of Lord 
Rivers, while they returned with an air 
of efteem and friendlhip the rcfpeXfol 
fa tut at ion of Mr. Stanhope. She rail- 
lied Lord Rivers on this diftinXion, in 
order to make Charlotte perceive it. 

4 It is true,’ faid he, * Madam, tha^they 
4 behave rigidly to me in publick; but, 
4 tete-a-tete,theymakemeamendsforit/ 
On her return home with them, (he 
received a vifit from Mrs. Wilfon, a 
young widow. This ladyLpoke of the 
misfortune (he had fuffained in lofing-a 
delerving huflxmd; and (he fpokc it with 
fo much fenfibility, candour, and grace, 
that Lady Stephens, Charlotte, and Mr. 
Stanhope, liffcned to her with tears in 
their eyes. 4 To a young, handfome 

* woman,’ faid Lord Rivers, in a gay 
tone, 4 a huiband is a trifling lofs, aiw 

* eal'y to be repaired/—' ¥lot to mfe, 
4 Sir,’ replied Mrs. Wilfon; 4 a huf- 
4 band who honoured a Wife with his 
4 efteem and confidence, and whofe love 

• 4 never was tainted either with fear or 
4 jealoufy, is not one of thole whom we 
4 can eafily replace,’— 4 Believe me, 
4 Madam, the efifential point is* to fuit 
4 yourfelf, to Unite the Graces with the 
4 Loves; in one word, to marry, if it hits 
4 #}our fanfcy; or main you* liberty 
4 without 
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* without the care of wedlock.’—* Your 

* advice is very gallant,’ faid Mrs. Wil- 
lon, 4 but unfortunately it is mifplaced.* 
—* There is a pretty prude!’ (aid Lord 
Rivert, * as foot) as (he wasr gone.’— 

* For my part,’ (aid Mr. Stanhope, 4 1 

* think her as refpeftable as (he is hand- 
4 fome.’— 4 Sucn a gentleman as Mr. 
4 Stanhope/faid Lady Stephens, * would 

* be extremely proper for confoling the 

* beautiful widiow; and, if I were the 

* confident he (hould confult on his 
4 choice, I would perfuade him to think 
4 of her.’—* You do me great honour, 
4 Madam,’ faid Mr. Stanhope, co¬ 
louring; * but the widow deferves a heart 
4 that is difetigaged, and unhappily 

* mine is not fo.’ At theft words he 
went out, quite overcome with the dif- 
miffion which he thought hrf had re¬ 
ceived. Lord Rivers look it in the 
lame fenfe—* Itisa pity he is fo gloomy 1’ 
faid he, with a tone of companion: 4 that 

* is all they get by their virtue; they 
4 grow tirefome, and are difmifTed.* 
Lady Stephens, without explaining her- 
lelf, affined him, that (he had not in¬ 
tended faying any thing ^lifagreeable to 
a man wno was one of thole (he ho¬ 
noured ipoft• In the mean time, Char¬ 
lotte fat with downcaft eyes, and her co¬ 
lour betrayed the agitation of her mind. 
Lord Rivers took this confufion for an 
emotion of joy; he retired iff triumph, 
and the next day ftnt her the following 
billet— 

* T Have read your heart; and, if I had 
* * only that to confult, I (hould be 

4 very fure of it’s anfwer. But you de- 
4 pend on a mother, and mothers have 
4 their caprices. Happily, her diftniflion 
4 of Staniiope apprizes me what (he has 
4 determined; your affent, fignified to it, 

4 will crown my wiihes.’ 

Charlotte, as much offended as fur- 
priced at this letter, without heiitation 
communicated it to her mother. * For 
4 this mark of your friend (hip,* faid (he, 

4 I owe you confidence for confidence. 

4 Mr, Stanhope has wrote to me; read 
4 this letter.’ Charlotte obeyed, and 
read— 

4 TT AVIHG adored, in your image, 

4 every thing that Heaven has 
4 made mod srifeftmg, do you think me 
4 in a condition to follow the counfel 
4 which you have given mef I will 
VOL. 1I» 
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4 not fay to you how cruel it is; my 
4 refpeft ftifles my complaints. If I 
4 have not the napie, I have at leaft the 
4 fentiments, of your fon, and that cha- 
4 rafter cannot be defaced.’ 

Charlotte could not finifh without the 
mod lively emotion. Her mother pre¬ 
tended not to perceive it, and faid to her 
— 4 There, now, child : I, indeed, midt 
4 anfwer theft two rivals, but you 
4 muff diftate my anfwers.’— 4 1 , Ma- 

* dam!’— 4 Who ftfe? It is not me 
4 they demand in marriage; it is not my 
4 heart I am to confult.’— 4 Ah„ Ma- 
4 dam! is not your will mine? Have not 
4 you the right to difpofe of me?’— 4 All 
4 that, my child, is very good; but, as 
4 your own happinefs is concerned in 
4 this affair, it is juft you (hould decide 
4 it. See which of thefe fuitors comes 
4 up neareft to the idea you have formed 
4 of a good hulband; let us keep him, 

4 and difmifs the other.’ Charlotte, 
deeply affefted, kiffed her mother’s 
hands, and bathed them with her tears. 

4 Compleat your goodnefs,* (aid (he to % 
her, 4 by direfting me in my choice: 

4 the more important it is, the more need 
4 have I for your counfels to determine 
4 it. The hulband whom my mother 
4 (hall chufe, (hall be dear to me; my 

4 heart dares promife you that.’— 4 No, 

4 daughter, there is no loving out of mere 
4 duty; and you know better than I do 
4 the man who is fit to make you hap- 
4 py. If you are not fo, I will confolc 
4 you: I would readily (hare your ftr- 
4 rows, but I would not be the caufe of 
4 them. Come, I take pen in hand: I 
4 am going to write; you need but to 
4 diftate.’ 

Imagine tne trouble, the condition, 
the moving fituation, of Charlotte. 
Trembling by the fide of this tender 
mother, one hand on her eyes, and the 
other on her heart, (he effayed in vain to 
obey her; her voice expired on her lips. 

* Well,’ faid the good mother, 4 to 
4 which of the two are we to return an 
4 anfwer? Make an end, or I (hall 
4 grow impatient.’— 4 To Lord Rivers,’ 
faid Charlotte, with a feeble and falter¬ 
ing voice. 4 Be it ft. What (hall I 
4 (by to him?* 

4 IT is impoflible that a man fo nccef- 
4 fary as yonrfelf to fociety, (hould 
4 renounce it to lire in the boftm of his 
4 family. My Charlotte has no quali- 
Z 4 tits 
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* lies fufficient to indemnify you for the 

* fhcrificc flbe N would require*' 

* Is this all ?’— 4 Yes, Madam.’— 

* And to Stanhope, what (hall we fay 
4 to him ? Charlotte continued to dic¬ 
tate with rather mpre confidence— 

< rpo deem you worthy of a woman at 
4 virtuous as handfome, was not 
4 to forbid you to make a choice which 
4 interefts me as much as it does me 

* honour; it was even to encourage you. 
€ Your modcfty has reverfed things, and* 
4 you have been unjuft both towardsyour- 

* felf and me. Come, and learn to judge 

* better of the intentions of a good mo- 

* ther. I difpofe of the heart of my 


4 daughter, and I efteem none in jhe 
• world mopre than yourfelf.’ 

1 Come hither, my dear child, that I 
4 may embrace you,’ cried Lady Ste¬ 
phens; * you fulfil the wiihes of your 
4 mother; and you could not hare faid 
4 better, even it you had consulted my 
4 heart.’ 

Mr. Stanhope haftened to them, quite 
tranfported with joy. Never was mar¬ 
riage more appended, more fortunate 
than theirs. Mr. Stanhope's affe&ioa 
was divided between hi$ Charlotte and 
her mother, and it was difficult to judge 
which of the two he refpected and loved 
moft. Lord Rivers was mortified exceed* 
ingly, but he died not of a broken heart* 


MOPSY. 

A FAIRY TALE. 

I N former days, and in a country un- feen the Queen at dinner, hideous in her 
known, there was an old Queen, fo infirmities, trembling and coughing o*re? 
extremely advanced in years, that her a mefs of water-gruel, and doating ever 
majefty was become quite toothlefs and and anon as fhe Ipofye; not one was in¬ 
bald. Her head trembled perpetually, like clinable to take up the burden of her 
the leaves, of an afpin; and her fight was years; they chofe rather, to live by 
lb dim, that fpe&acles were no longer of begging, and to enjoy yputh t an4 health 
ule to her. Her mouth was almoft hid in rags. There came,likewUe, a crowd 
by the near approach of the nofe to the of ambitious perfons; to whom fhe pip? 
chin: her ftature was fo diminifhed, that mifed great dignities, and the higtjeft 
<he was fhrunk into a fhapelefs heap-; honours : but, when thfey had feen her, 
and her back fo bowed, that you would 4 What will all our grandeur avail,’ faid 
have thought file had been crooked from they. 4 when we (halt appear fa fright* 
h^r infancy. 4 ful, as to beaftiamedto fhpw ourfelves 

A Fairy, wbo had affifted at the birth 4 in publick ?* 
of this 'Queen, came to her, and faid— At laft, there came a young country- 
* Do youdefirp to grow young again?’ girl, whofe name was Mopfy, in full 
—‘ Moft eameftly;’ replied the Queen; bloom; who demanded no lefs than the I 

* I would part with all my jewels to bp crown, as an equivalent for hpt youth ! 

* but twenty.’— 4 Then,’continues the and beauty. The Queen immediately 
Fairy, 4 it will.be neceifary to make an grew angry: but, to'what purpofe? She 
4 exchange, and to transfer your, age was bent upon renewing her vigour at 
• and infirmities to fome one who will any rate; and ftpd to Mopfy—* Let us 1 

* be contented to fpare you her youth 4 divide my kingdom, and (hare alike; ! 

4 and health. To whom,' therefore, 4 you fhall reign over the one hstlfj and I 

* fhail we give your hundred years - 4 I will content myfelf witk the other* 1 

Hereupon, the Queen gave orders to 4 This wift be power enough in. con- ! 

make diligent enquiry through the king- • 4 fcience for you,, who arq but a little J 

dom for a perfon who might be will- 4 mean peafant.’— 4 No,’repliesthegufe 1 

ing to barter youth for age upon a 4 I am not fo eafily fatisfied. Let me j 

valuable confideration. Whenthefeor- 4 .enjoy my obfcure condition, and my j 

ders were pubiickly known, a great 4 rofy complexion; and much good may [ 

many poor people from all parts flocked 4 it do your Majefty with your hundred 
to'the court, all of J them defirous to be 4 years, ancf- your wrinkles, and mpre j 
made old and richr.but, when they had 4 than one foot in the grave.’— 4 $ut 

: ‘ .‘.then. 
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* then,’ fays the Queen, * what fliould 

* I be able to do without my kingdom ?’ 
—* You would laugh, you would dance, 

* you would fing, like me,’ anfweijs the 
young gypfey; and immediately flie 
broke out into laughter, and danced, 
and lung. The Queen, who was far 
from, being in a condition to r imitate her" 
jollity, laid*—* And what would you do; 
4 in my place ? You, who are neither 

* accudomed to old agd, nor empire?’— 

* I cannot well fay,’ anfwers this coun¬ 
try fafs, * what 1 fliould do: but 1 have 
4 a month's mind to try it a little; for 
4 I have always heard, it is a fine thing 
*\to be a Quden.’ 

When tht two parties feemed now 
difpofed tb an agreement, and were ready 
to (hikethe bargain, in comes the Fairy 5 
and, addfefling herfelf to Mopfy, faid— 

* Are you willing to make trial of the 
4 condition of an old Queen; and fee 
4 firfl.how you like it, before you re- 
< folve upon the change in good ear- 
‘ neft?’*—‘ With all my heart!’ replies 
the girl. Her forehead is inftantly fur¬ 
rowed with wrinkles; her chefnut hair 
turns white; fhe grows peevifli and mo- 
rofe; her head makes; her teeth are 
loofe; and fhe is, already, an hundred 
years old. The Fairy then opens a lit-, 
tie box, and lets out a multitude of of¬ 
ficers and courtiers of both fexes, richly 
apparelled; who loon fhot up into the 
full datum of meu and women, and paid 
their homage to the new Queen. She is 
condn&ed to her chair of ftate; and a 
coftiy banquet is immediately fet before 
her : but, alas! (he has no appetite, and 
cannot bear the fumes of the table; her 
limbs fail her when fhe tries to walk ; 
flie is aukward, and baftiful, and in a- 
Itiaze j fhe knows not how to fpeak, 
nor which way to turn herfelf: (he calls 
for a looking-glafe, and is ftartled at her 
own deformity; and fhe coughs till her 
(ides ache. 

In the meantime the trueQueen (lands 
it) a corner of the room by herfelft (he 
laughs, and begins to grow handfome. 
Her temples are fliaded with hair, and 
(he renews her teeth t her cheeks glow 


\vith youth, and her forehead is fair and 
fmooth. And now Ihe begins to recoi¬ 
led her youthful airs and virgin coynefs, 
and fets her perl'on out to the bed advan¬ 
tage. But (he is troubled to find her- 
Jelf fo meanly apparelled; her coats 
lhort and (canty, and herwaiftcoat of a 
coarfe woollen fluff: fhe was not ufed UJ 
be thus poorly equipped; and one ofhef 
own guards, who took bet' for fouae rude 
creature, went to turn her out of the. 

palace. . 

Then faid Mopfy to her—* I perceive 

* you are not a little uneafy in my coo-- 

* dition; and I am much more weary 

* of yours s take your crown again, and 

* give me back my ruffet garment.’ The 
exchange was loon made 1 as £oon the 
Queen withered '; and the virgin-peafant 
bloomed afrefli. The reftitution was 
hardly compleated on both Ikies, when 
each began to repent: but k qyas too 
late; for the Fairy had now condemned 
them both to remain in their proper con- 
dition. 

The Queen bewailed herfelf daily 
upon the fmalleft indifpofition : * Alas!* 
would fhe fay, * if l was Moply at this 

* time; I fliould deep indeed in a cot- 

* tage, and feed upon chefnuts; but 

* then, by day, I fliould dance in the 

* fhade with the fhepherds, to the fwect 

* mufick of the pipe. What am 1 the 

* happier for lying in an embroidered 

* bed, where I am never free from pain l 

* or for my numerous attendants, none 

* of whom have any power to relieve me?* 
Her grief, for having forfeited her 

choice, increafed her indifpofitions; and 
the phylicians, who wfre twelve in num¬ 
ber, conftantly attending her, foon 
brought her diftempers to a height. 
Briefly; (he died at the end of two 
months. Mopfy was in the midft pf a 
dance, with her companions, on the 
bank of a running dream, when tidings 
came of the Queen’s death. Then fhe 
bleffed herfelf, that fhe had efcaped from 
royalty, more through good-fortune and 
impatience, than through fore-cad and 
refolutioq. 
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EUPHELIA; 

OR, TB1 

FORCE of VIRTUE. 

E UPHELIAwas kft an orphan fufpicions, (he faw him enter through a 
with a very (lender fubfi (fence, and private door, which (he had never before 
taken by one ot her aunts for education, di(covered. She then knew that (he 
Nature, however, by the liberality of her had been betrayed, and that her outcries 
favours, feemed willing to make her would be of little avail, 
ample amends for the injuries of for- Throwing himfelf at her feet, he wept 
tune. and intreated; bur, finding neither tears 

' Euphelia, at the age of eighteen, ex- nor intreaties produced any effect on her, 
celled die reft of her (ex by her outward he proceeded to threats. In this try ing 
charms and her inward accomplifhments, fituation, what could a poor, weak, de- 
by the ftrength of her reafon, and the licate girl do, who was incapable of re- 
fprighdinefs of her wit; but what ftamp- (ifting a lover determined to gratify his 
ed an additional value oil all thofe ad- paftion ? Religion forbade her to deftroy 
vantages was, that (he had a mind fu- herfelf, yet death feemed her only re- 
perior to misfortunes, and even proof fuge. 

againft poverty; for her aunt, as well as In this extremity, Euphelia implored 
herfelf, fubfincd only by the labour of the afliftance of Heaven; and, nerved 
their hands. with new ftrength, repulfed his carefles. 

Chance threw Euphelia in the way of and conjured him to allow her a few mi- 
one of the mod accompli (bed noblemen nutes. His lordftnp, who had not pro¬ 
in England; who fpared no expence in ceeded to violence without relu&ance, 
the purfuit of his pleafures, and omitted and who would have given ail he poffef- 
no opportunity to make himfelf agree- fed in the world to have enjoyed Eupbe- 
able to oUr heroine. Refiftance to his lia with her own confent, willingly 
lord (hip’s flattering offers was not the granted her requeft, and fat down oppo- 
greateil difficulty Euphelia ftruggled fite to her. 

with: (he had too exalted a turn of 1 Unfortunate beauty P faid (he, 1 of 
thinking to be influenced by mercenary * what miferies art thou not the caufe! 
motives; but to fecure her heart againft ‘ Why doft thou turn the moft amiable 
his intrinfick merit, was a fevere trial, € of men into the cruelleft of tyrants ?* 
and on that account (he felt the moft His lord (hip now confidered his tri¬ 
painful fenfations. umph as certain, and prepared to con- 

Ilis lord fliip, who was a man of pe- quer by his entreaties that refiftance which 
net ration ? faw the conflict of her mind* he attributed only to the laft pangs of 
and perceived that he was the caufe of it. expiring virtue. But he was miftaken 
This* difeovery redoubled his paftion, in his object: the glorious girl, after a 
and feemed to promife him fuccefs, when little recollection, raifed her voice-— 1 Pe- 
he could find an happy moment to attack ‘ ri(h, ye unhappy features,’ faid (he, 
her. In order to obtain it, he made him- * which reduce me to this extremity!’ 
l’elf mafter of her aunt, who could not In uttering tfiefe words, with the fpi- 
refift the large fums which he put into rit of a Roman matron, (he dreadfully 
her hands. She affected to be alarmed wounded her face in Ifeveral places with 
for her niece, and propofed to remove her feiflars; before his lordihip, who was 
her from the importunities of her lover, not aware of fo horrid an expedient, 
by retiring with her into the country. could by any means prevent her. What 
Euphel ia approved highly of her aunt’s a fight was this for the eyes of a lover! 
propofal. She was conveyed to ahoufe, He caught hold of her, and forced the 
of which the miftrefs and the fervants fatal feiuars from her hand, 
were entirely at his lordfhip’s devotion: « Look at your own work,’ faid (he,, 

and three days afterwards, when (he * ami fay which of my features urged 
was alone, at work in her chamber, * your lordihip to meditate my deftruc- 
whtch was locked, becaufeftie bad ftrong f tion V 

She 
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EUPHELIA. 


She would have proceeded; but his 
lordlhip, aftoniftied at her behaviour, 
rung for his fervants, and ordered them 
to procure a furgeon. Euphelia told 
him, in a refolute tone, that (he would 
not fuffer her wounds to be drefled, un- 
lefs he would allure her, on his honour, 
that he would perfecute her no more. 
To this he readily confented, and pro- 
mi fed the furgeon a reward fuperior to 
his expectations, if he could fave her 
face from deformity. But this was a 
talk he had not (kill to perform. Eu¬ 
phelia had no remains of her former 
beauty; and, in fpiteof all herfurgeon's 
care, entirely loft one of her eyes. 

By the deformity, however, of his 
iniftrefs, his lordlhip was not cured of 
his afFeCtion. Her virtue had fo charm - 
ed him, that he forgot the dignity of his 
rank, and even offered to (hare that and 
his fortune with her. 

Euphelia was not dazzled with the 
luftre of his offer. She reprefented to 
his lordlhip the injury he would do to his 
rank, his family, and his fortune, by 
marrying a girl in her indigent circum- 
itances. She even added threats to re- 
mon(trances, and declared her refolution 
to retire where he Ihould never fee her 
more, if he did not divert her defign by 
a marriage fuitable to his rank. 

His lordlhip had, by this time, no rea- 
fon to fuppoie that (he trifled with him. 
He fee out, therefore, for London; af- 


furingher, in the ftrongefl manner, that 
he would not return till (lie would permit 
his vifits. flept that evening at the 
houfe of a friend, whom he trufted with 
this extraordinary affair; and, with a 
heart full of Euphelia, endeavoured to 
alleviate the uneailnefs which he fck in 
her ablence, by the confidential commu¬ 
nication of his paflion. 

This gentleman, who was about for¬ 
ty, and in eai'y circumftances, was no 
lefs charmed with Euphelia’s virtue; and 
told his lordlhip, that he (hoold think 
himfelf very happy in the poflfeflion of 
fuch a wife. His lordlhip made him no 
anfwer; but, fome time afterwards, hav¬ 
ing drove in vain to heal his tmquieg 
mind, ever occupied by the image of 
Euphe ia, he thought it moft prudent to * 
cut off all hopes. He married, there¬ 
fore, the daughter of a noble dukes 
and, being defirous of rewarding the 
virtue of Euphelia, difeovered thepa£» i 
(ion he had entertained for her to his' 
lady; whom he affined, however, that 
he only felt a pure and refpe&ful efteem ' 
for the girl, which urged him to promote 
her happinefs. He then communicated 
the fentiments of his friend; and her la-> 
dyfhip, to remove all Euphelia’s iufpi- 
cions, gave her in marriage, with a 
handfome fortune, with which the gen¬ 
tleman was as well fatisfied, as he was 
inclined to be with her uiiderftanding aad 
her virtue. 


MEMOIRS of SOPHIA. 


B ENEVOLU S, in early life, came 
into poireflion of an eftate of about 
three hundred pounds per annum. He 
poflefled more folid fenfe than is gene¬ 
rally dealt out to the (hare of a young 
man only twenty years of age; and had 
feen, when at college, from whence he 
was called by the death of his furviving 
parent, an affectionate father, fo much 
vice, and fo much folly, that he refolved 
within himfelf no more to vifit fuch 
feenes of diflipation, but to remain upon 
his paternal eftate, and improve thofe 
acres which had been cultivated by their 
owners for many generations, and which 
recalled in every field fome of thofe 
pleafing ideas which refult from a recol¬ 
lection of juvenile fports formerly en¬ 
joyed. 

After a proper time had been fpent in 
mourning for a patent whom Benevolus 
loved with the moft ardent aifeCtion; he 


addrefled a young lady, the daughter 
of a neighbouring gentleman, whole 
eftate lay contiguous, and was of near* 
ly equal value: not, however, for the 
fake of the fortune the was likely to proven 
nor for the beauty (be poflefled; for, 
though her perfon was by no means plaito, 
there were many* very many, to whom 
Jfre could not by any means compare in 
beauty. But Benevolus went on furer 
grounds: he knew that his Amelia, 
who had received a moft excellent edu¬ 
cation from her mother, aided by the 
found good fenfe and knowledge of her 
father, poflefled the real qualifications ta 
make a good wife; and there was, be* 
(ides, an agreeable fprightlinefs, an in¬ 
nocent chearfulncfs, that played around 
her, and was to him irrefimbly fafeinat- 
ing. Benevolus was happy enough ta 
find his dear Amelia liften with willing 
attention to his honourable frit; and 
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was tranfported to hear her candidly ac- ing, with a deep-drawn figh— f God 
Itnowkdge-rfor Amelia was above de- * blefs my child !’ inftantly expired in 
wit—that if her parents objected not, fhe her amis. 

would at a proper time con fen t to make A convnlftve fhriek from Amelia 
him happy. brought the gentlemen to her affiftance 5 

Benevolus, tranfported with fuch but all their efforts, joined tothofe of an 
jcindnefa and generofity of fentiment, eminent furgeon who was foon called in 
Hew to her father ; and, with all the art- from the neighbourhood, proved wholly i 1 
leffnefs of undifguiled fincerity, peti* ineffectual; the foul had quitted it's an~' 1 

fvoned for his confent—nor was it with- cient receptacle, never to return! 
held. The old gentleman had long feen To paint the forrow of the old gentle- 1 

with pleafare the growing paffion be- man for his beloved wife; to defcribe J 

tween the young people; feen it, too, that of Amelia for her invaluable nrto- 1 

with great delight: and, where all parties ther; to delineate the countenance of - 

were fo well agreed, little fear was there Benevolus, hanging over his affli&ed | : 

that any obftru&ions fhould intervene. Amelia, and foothing her by all pofltble j 1 

A few months faw Benevolus happy means; is beyond the art of die moft J - 

in his adored Amelia; who folly repaid elaborate defcription. Nor was the grief 

the care her mother had taken of her of Amelia likely to be affuaged by time, j 

education, by proving an exemplary that grand rellorative tb all mental com- I 

wife to her beloved Beneyolus. plaints; for the poor old gentleman felt I 

Pofleflfed of all that was wanted the lofs fo feverely, that he feR into a 
for the conveniences of life, and fuffi- kind of melancholy, from which he 
ciently careful to live within the bounds never recovered; and, after his dutiful 
of their income, time feemed to fly child had experienced the affli&ion of 
with aftonifhing rapidity, and to in- attending him in this ffate near two ^ 

create their happinefs. Within two years years, nature at lefagth yielded the con- , 

aifter their marriage Amelia prefented her teft, and he followed his wife to that 

hofband with a little daughter, beautiful c< bourn from which no traveller re- 

4ts the Graces, and who promiled every 11 turns.” ' 

Aing that thefondeft parents could wiflt. Poor Amelia, from her extreme (en- 

- How often have the tranfported grand- Ability, fuffered greatly on this occafion j 
father, and his aged wife, fat with rap- and Benevolus had reafon to fear that 
tare in their looks, to hear the fmait her health would be materially injured : 
repartees of their darling grandchild!— but a naturally good conftittition,and fhe 
How blifsfully paffed the days, when all effects of early taught religious pripci- 
met together, and ftrove who fhould pies, which di&ated refignation to the 
rood oblige! All was delight,without that Divine will, added to thecareof her little 
alloy which too often embitters the meet- daughter Sophia, who now claimed all 
ings of more fafhionable circles, where a mother's attention, at length rouzed 
envy and detra&ion generally prefide. her from her lethargy, and the family of 

But the time now arrived, when Ame- Benevolus again began to aflume that 
lia was doomed to feel the iron hand of chearfuinefs of which it had fo long been 
affli&ion. Alas! how often do the Tons of deprived by thefe melancholy events. 1 1 

men, when failing with a profperous gale, Matters of all kinds were procured .! 

grow heed left of the rocks of futurity ! for the lovely Sophia; who, having at- ! 

How apt are we all to think we {halt tained the age of fourteen, promifed 
be as fortunate for the whole period of everything, both astoperfonal charms, 

•our exiftence, as we feel ourfeives at the and intellectual accomplifhmeots, that 
happieft moment! the fondeft parental heart could wiih. ' 

- .One afternoon, in the month of May, About this time, a perfon whole real 
ns Amelia was fitting with her mother in name it may be proper to conceal under 
an arbour of her father's planting, while that of Lothario, purch&fcd a feat with* 

her little Sophia wai playing her gam- in four miles of Benevohis, with about 1 
jbols before them, and her father and huf- a thoufand a year in land around it 5 the 1 

band were engaged in converfation as they former pofleffor of which, from his at* J 

walked on the other fide of the garden, tachment to the baneful vice of gaining, * 

the good old lady, all in a moment, lean- had been obliged to part with the patri- I • 

ed Ijerfeif on her Amelia^ and exclaim- mony which delcended tq him from a j 

long :! 
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long Ji nc of noble anceftors. That there 
are fome fuch men as Lothario, is too 
true; but, that they are rare, is wifely 
ordained by Providence; elfe, where 
might youth and beauty find fhelter and 
repofe! 

Lothario, at the age of twenty-one, 
was left inpofTeflion of an imtnenfe fum 
of money, by his father, who had been 
a dock-broker; and he was at full li¬ 
berty to fix himfelf in any part of Eng¬ 
land where he might be inclined to pur- 
chafe. . But the capital had to him fuch 
powerful charms, tnat, unlefsforaium- 
rter retreat, no place had power diffi¬ 
dently attractive to ch aw him from that 
emporium of fibertinifm and luxury. 

’ Lothario's father, who was a man of 
low extra&ion, and without education, 
had by a chain of fortuitous circum- 
ftances been thrown into the plan of get¬ 
ting money, which he followed with 
unremit ted alrdour: but, as he wanted 
not for natural underftanding, he was 
determined his fon fh'ould receive thofe 
benefits to be derived from education, 
the want of which he had himfelf often 
lamented. 

He accordingly fpared no expence; 
and his fon, who was early initiated at 
Wefhninfter, being a boy of good parts, 
made a very rapid progrefs in learning : 
buthealfo, as it too frequently happens, 
made as rapid a progrefs in vice* and 
was old in wickeanefs before he arrived 
at manhood. 

In fhort, he had been at a publick 
ichool; he had been at the univerfity; and 
he had been on the continent: to a good 
perfon, he added the moft infinuating 
add refs; and* with the greateft appear¬ 
ance of opennefsand candour, he could 
cover the deepeft laid fchemes that the 
moft unprincipled heart could invent. 
Such a man—fuch a monfter in human 
lhape, yet with fo little of the monfter 
vifible—a man who was capable of ap¬ 
pearing all the heart could wilh, or hu¬ 
man nature afpire to, certainly feemed a 
very defirable companion; particularly, 
as he poffeffed a moft retentive memory, 
and could enliven conversion with 
many pleafing and defcriptive anecdotes, 
on fubje&s of all kinds, from the moft 
tender and pathetick tale, to the moft 
whimfical and diverting ftory. 

On his arrival at his new purchafe, 
with two companions dependent on his 
bounty, and confequently fubfervient to 
his will; after a fhort time employed in 


arranging domellick affairs, all the prin¬ 
cipal families in that part of the ooun* 
K try received invitations to vilit their new 
neighbour; and, among the reft, Be- 
nevoJus, his Amelia, and their young 
and blooming Sophia, went to pay htgt 
their refpe&s. 

Mutual civilities begat mutual re¬ 
turns; and, as Sophia appeared a de¬ 
firable object in the eyes of Lothario an£ 
his friends, it was relolved that fee Ibould 
poffefs her—not, however, honourably 
—not to be yoked in the galling chains 
of matrimony: no! he mufi have her fh* 
from every tye; no woman on earth-— 
for his lentiments were in this refpe& 
truly modern, and fafhionable—couhl 
deferve his being fhackled; and he 
thought, matter as he was of consum¬ 
mate artifice, that the innocent, un- 
fufpe&ing Sophia, could never long be 
able to elude his deep-laid plots* 

Thus determined, he became a fre¬ 
quent vilitor at the farm; where he gain¬ 
ed the efteem of the good Benevolus and 
his amiable counterpart, by his chear- 
ful and apparently artlefs converfarioo* 
On thefe occafions, Lothario took care 
frequently to mention his abhorrence of 
the. fashionable levities of the age, and 
his deteilation of the viciousliberrinifin 
which feemed to pervade all ranks, and 
of both lexes, yi the metropolis; de¬ 
claring, at the fame time, his refolutioa 
of never vifiring again, unlels obliged 
' by bufmefs, that abominable city. 

Daily and hourly did he become a 
more and ftill more frequent vilitor at the 
farm; where the poor, unfufpe&ing So¬ 
phia, liftened with rapture to his engag¬ 
ing converfation: and he now took every 
opportunity of entertaining her, and he 
too well knew how, alone. 

This circumftance Benevolus and his 
wife had both obferved; and they re¬ 
joiced exceedingly in the profpeft of fee¬ 
ing their beloved Sophia united to a per¬ 
fon of fuch undubitable worth. Aiasl 
they little knew the precipice on whid* 
their darling ftood! Their regard for 
Lothario was fincere; they though* him 
as fincere as themfelves, and entertained 
not the fmalleft doubt that in a fhort 
time he would make propofals which 
they fhould chearfully accept. 

Ye parents, who have daughters, be 
ever greatly cautious how ye fufferthe 
approaches of the other fex, on any but 
the moft explicit terms ! It is thus only 
you can develope the infidious fchemes 

of 
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of the defigning villain; it is thus alone 
you can with certainty preferve female 
virtue l The man of honour, when ques¬ 
tioned as to his intentions, will not hefi- 
tste to fpeak out to your fttisfa&ion; 
while the dark aflafiin, who is forming 
plans again ft your peace, dete&ed in 
his black defigns, will labour to evade 
die queftion, or meanly (kulk away, con- 
fcious that the bafenefs of his heart is 
^(covered: and the maid, if (he has any 
Spirit, muftdefpife the wretch who medi¬ 
tates fo cruel a blow againft her own 
and her parents fame! 

Days, weeks, and months, glided on 
in full fecurity j for, as yet, the fpecious 
villain made but final! advances on the 
well-principled Sophia, fo deeply had 
the inftru&ions of her excellent mother 
taken root in her bread. 

In the meart time, it will be proper to 
introduce a very different gentleman, 
who is to make a confpicuous figure in 
ihefe memoirs. 

Ruricola podefied a very ample for¬ 
tune from the kindnefs of his indulgent 
aunt, the late Countefs of Amwell, 
who was plealed with his fpirit when he 
itfuled to follow the profeflion of the 
law, which a feveie father had infilled 
on, and to which he had l'uqh an ex¬ 
treme avevfion, that-he preferred run¬ 
ning every hazard toembracingthe offer; 
and, though his denial was cloathed in 
the molt rdpe&ful language, his inexor¬ 
able parent told him he (hould ftarve if 
he continued obftinate, having fixed that 
Ian of life for his younger fon. If his 
beral-minded, and benevolent aunt, 
therefore, had not kindly aflifted him, 
hard would have been his lot: but her 
generofity continued tofupport him while 
ihe livedj and, at her deceafe, he came 
into the pofiefilon of all her ample do¬ 
mains. 

Nurfed as he had been, however, in the 
lap of adverfity, he had early learnt to 
fee men and things through a different 
medium from that in which they are 
Viewed by the generality of mankind: 
he had learnt tp behold things unim- 
pafiioned ; he had a peculiar excellence 

developing chara&ers; and could fee 
nto men's difpofitions intuitively, 
hough mafqued by the deepeft hy pocrify • 

His manners were plain and unadorn¬ 
ed, but his profeflions conllantly went 
hand in hand with his real intentions: 
he was generally filent and referved in 


mixed companies ; yet, among a few 
^well-chofen friends,! he fcrupled not to 
unbend, and was then entertaining and 
lively. He was paft the boyifii age} 
having numbered thirty-one on the lame 
day his Sophiacompleated her nineteenth 
ear. He fpent his time in improving 
is eftate, which lay about (even miles 
from the farm; planting, and experi¬ 
mental farming, with the peru&l of fome 
well-chofen books, and the company of 
a chance friend, were his principal 
amufements. His fir# appearance, par¬ 
ticularly to a ftranger, from the extreme 
plainnefs of his drefs, and a thicknefs or 
rather"trifling impediment in his fpeecb, 
was very unpromifing 5 but theft difad- 
vantageous impreflions foon wore off* 
and fucb innate goodnefs of heart, fuch 
found fenfe, and fuch a well-digefted 
and improved undemanding, loon ap¬ 
peared, that it was impoflible to be long 
in his company without feeling an ex¬ 
traordinary partiality in his favour. 

Ruricola had long furveyed the im¬ 
proving charms of Sophia with the fond- 
eft defire} and, as his intimacy with Re¬ 
ne vol us was of long Handing, he bad* 
from being almoft conftantly in her com- 
any, opportunities of obferving, that 
er innate modefty, fenfibiiity, and 
worth, were even fuperior to the beau¬ 
ties of her perfon. 

This friend, this (incere friend of 3 e- 
nevolus, faw at once through the de- 
tefted character of Lothario; who, it was 
obferved, always felt uncommonly reft- 
le(s and embarraffed in the prefence of 
Ruricola. Benevolus has, indeed, fome- 
times felt himfelf hurt by his old friend, 
when he had by fome (hort, but pointed 
interruption, checked Lothario in the 
snidft of a florid harangue, and lent him 
back to his chair filent and confuftd, 
notwithflanding his great art and ef¬ 
frontery. 

Such always was, and fuch muff ever, 
remain, the efle& of integrity and truth 
over fallhood and hypocniy. 

Ruricola, in fpite of all his prudence a 
had began to love the fair Sophia, with 
a rational, and well-founded affe&ion; 
and flattered himfelf with the proba¬ 
bility of a kind return, when Lothario 
firft entered the lifts as his rival; who* 
he plainly perceived was determined, if 
poflible, to rob him of the fair Bower 
he had hoped to nourilh in bis own bo- 
fora* 

Sophia 
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Sophia fora long time liftened to the 
captivating tales of the feducing Lothario* 
and (he now began to think, that the only 
reafon why (he ever liked Ruricola, for he 
had never ex plained himfelfon thefubjeft, 
was bee a ufe no other man, more plead¬ 
ing than himfelf, had hitherto fallen in 
her way. But (he Hill entertained doubts. 
Lothario had a thoufand opportunities 
of telling her—nay, he had even a&ually 
told her—that he loved her to admira¬ 
tion : but he hail never given the fmaJleft 
hint of marriage; on the contrary, he 
had occafionally ridiculed, with the af¬ 
fectation of gaiety, that facred ceremony, 
.and it's attendant cares. 

One evening, as Sophia was walking 
in the road, not far from her father's 
houfe, a ftranger accofted her, and en¬ 
quired if her name was not Mifs Sophia f 
(he anfwered in the affirmative, and he 
immediately gave her a letters then, 
mounting his horfe, he gallopped off, 
faying no anfwer was neceffary. Judge 
what mult have been herfurpnze, when 
(he opened the epiftle, and read os 
follows— 

oOPHI A, beware; a ferpent is at hand, 
^ whofe fling is mortal, if not fatal to 
your everlafting peace/ Shun the dread¬ 
ful abyfs into which you are falling, ere 
it be too late. For Heaven's fake, take 
warning! nor defpife the advice of your 
(incere, though unknown, Friend. 

Scarcely had fhe finifhed reading this 
extraordinary epiftle, when Lothario 
overtook her ; apd Sophia, with all the 
thoughtleffnefe of a giddy girl, giving 
himuie letter, faid—‘ Are you the fer - 
4 pent deferibed in this cunous epiftle!' 
A fudden blufh of fhame, confummate 
hypocrite as he was, for a moment tinged 
his cheeks—not unobferved even by thp 
fair and artlefs maid j who, fnatching 
the letter from him^ and haftily putting 
it in her pocket, would have changed 
the difeourfe, had he not exploded a 
molt ferutinizing curiofity to know 
every particular relative to this affair, 
which lafted till they reached her father's 
door, when he ended the converfation, 
by faying—* I'll be hanged if this is not 
4 fome trick of old Dry-bones Rt the 
4 Hail!* and then immediately took his 
leave. 

This gave rjfe to no fmall anxiety in 
Sophia -s. tedder breaft; and, after per¬ 
plexing feerfelf with vague conjectures 
Vol. IU 


for fome hours, (he refolved to confufe , 
her mother on the occafion. 

Amelia took the letter; and, unable 
to comprehend fo myferious a bufmefs, 
laid it before her humand. After much 
deliberation, they concluded, that only 
Ruricola oould be the author: but 9 
ftrange infatuation! fo far from feeing 
the friendly caution in it's true light 9 
their blind partiality for Lothario led 
them even to conlult with that vile 
wretch how they ought to treat the perfoit 
whofe interference they conftrjupd into a 
moll unwarrantable freedom; and it was 
agreed, by ftudied negleft, ami formal 
ceremony, to rid themfelvcs of his 
acquaintance. 

Ruricola, the next time he called 9 
failed not to perceive a linking difference 
in his reception; and, having experienced 
fimilar treatment two or three fucceffive 
vifits, he only waited for an opportunity 
of taking his leave of Sophia, when 
accidentally left a moment alone, by 
gently preffing her hand, and tenderly,' 
but. faintly articulating—* Adieu, my 

* dear, but ill-fated Sophia! I (hall no 

* more trouble you with my unwelcome 

* company!' 

Sophia felt greatly agitated at this 
pathetick adieu ; and a Slower of tears, 
(he knew not why, involuntarily forced 
their way down her cheeks; but the 
prefence of Lothario, who raijlied her 
on the occafion, and the pleafure her in? 
fatuated parents expreffed at having thus 
eafily accomplished their plan of driving 
Rur.cola from their houfe, foon obli¬ 
terated all thoughts of her bed friend. 

Ill-fated,-and (hort-figbted mortals! 
learn hence to diftruft ypur own fore¬ 
fight, in things which relate to your? 
feives; nor judge too haftily, when you x 
happen to differ in opinion with a long- 
tried friend! for often (hall you repent the 
raffidecifion, which is fo evidently mads 
again ft the di&ates of cool and difr 
paffionate reafon. 

Ruricola, though thus eftranged from 
perfons he ftill highly valued, and 
tacitly forbid to vifit that manfton where 
be had fpent many happy hours, was 
nevertheless refolved not to abandon their 
intereft, which he had ftill warmly at 
heart. 

In the mean time, the gay but feduc. 
tive Lothario mads lefs advancement iyi 
his defigns on the amiable Sophia than 
he had expe&ed; fq well fortified was 
every avenue to her heart by the excel- 
A a lent 
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lent precepts of both her parents, aided 
by a naturally well-dilpoied mind, and a 
very eonfiderabJe (hare of difccrnment. 
She began to draw proper conclufions 
from the myttei i&us manner of Lothario, 
and not unfrequently fighed for the 
friendly and inartificial converfation of 
Ruricola. 

Thefe fenfationshad been confiderably 
increafed by an attempt which Lothario 
one evening made, as they were laun- 
tering in the garden by moon-light, to 
indulge in what are very abfurdly called 
innocent freedoms: the vigilance of 
well-inftru£ted virtue inftantly caught 
thealaim; and Sophia broke from his 
grafp with the fearfulnefs of a timid 
fawn, but with a refolution that afto- 
nifh^d and confonnded the fubtle liber¬ 
tine, whofe large dock of artifice was 
fcarcely adequate to the talk of calming 
the (form thus incautioufly raifed, and 
luring back the objeft of his Withes to 
the little engaging conventions with 
which (he had previoufly blefled him. 

- Indeed, Sophia never forgot this alarm; 
nor could (he ever afterwards be pre¬ 
vailed on to converfe with him fo unre- 
fei vedly as~lhe had done. 

Lothario could not fail to perceive 
this difFeience : and he now held a con¬ 
ference with his two triends ; the refult 
ef which was, that while Sophia remained 
und^rthe aufpices of her parents, nothing 
could be done. It was therefore relblved, 
that (he (hould be carried off the very 
£rft opportunity. After many plans 
bad been propofed to effect this defign 
in the rtioft lecret manner, it was at 
length concluded, that Lothario (hould 
give a maiquerade; when, amongft the 
confufion infeparable from fuch a meet¬ 
ing, (he would eafily be fecured to their 
wi(h. Thp day was accordingly fixed 
for the propofed mafquerade, and cards 
were immediately fent round the neigh¬ 
bourhood. 

Sophia and her parents received a per- 
fonal invitation;* and the youthful heart 
of the former beat high with her idea of 
the pleafure to be derived from partici¬ 
pating i* an amul’ement of which at pre¬ 
lent lhe had only heard. 

After much consultation in what cha- 
ra&er Sophia (hould appear on this oc- 
cafion, it was agreed that (lie (hould 
wear the drefs of an Arcadian fhepherd- 
efs, for which her elegant form was ex¬ 
cellently calculated. 


The eventful evening tame. The 
company, as they arrived, were dfhered 
into the great hall; where the beautiful 
lultres, the coloured lamps, the well- 
appointed orcheftra, and the various and 
rich drelfes of the different mafques, 
formed fuch a brilliant afiemblage of 
novelty as Sophia's delicate fiame was 
fcarcely able to bear. 

' Her father appeared in the drefs of a 
Capuchin Friar, and her mother in that 
of a Lady Abbefs; but, among all the 
various mafques which reforted to this 
gay temple of pleafure, one particularly 
attra&ed, and indeed engroued^ the at¬ 
tention of the company: this was the 
attempt of fome fingular genius to imi¬ 
tate a Direction-port. He walked into 
the room; and taking his rtation very near 
Sophia, quite unpeiceived, fuddenly 
rtretched out both arms, no head or ftet 
being vifible. On accidentally turning 
round, (he was rtartled at fo unexpe&ed 
a fight: and her fur prize was by no means 
diminifhed, on her perceiving that, on v 
one fide of his right-arm, was written*-* 

‘ The road to definition!' On the other 
fide appeared—* The road to the abyfs 
of miferyl* On one fide of his left-arm, 
which met the eye of Benevolus, was 
inferibed—‘ The path to a milerabl© 
grave!' And, on the other, which firft 
caught the attention of ouf lady abbefs 
—‘ The paflageto the vale of tears!' 

Thus did this uncommon figure, as 
often as he found himfelf unobferved by 
the company, move from room to room; 
and, in every apartment, inftantly be¬ 
coming a port, with his two moral di- 
reilion-hands outllretched, exhibit an 
appearance fo little congenial with the 
general tenor of the evening’s intended 
gaiety, that the whole company vainly 
laboured to develope the unaccountable 
myrtery. 

Lothario, though he endeavoured to 
laugh off the matter, and was even art¬ 
ful enough to praife the oddity of the 
invention, felt himfelf exceedingly cha¬ 
grined on the occafion; and, had not 
all the laws of politenefs oppofed the 
meafures, thofe of hofpitality would 
hardly have prevented him from forcibly 
getting rid of fo unwelcome a vifitor. 
Poor Sophia, whether engaged in the 
dance, refting herfelf on a fofa, or 
even feated at fupper, while the matter 
of the feaft conftantly paid her every 
attention, dill found the intrufive port 
preferring 
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jprefentmg itfclf to her view, and thus' 
damping the pleafureof the evening. 

The fatal moment now drew nigh, 
when Lothario’s plan reached to {he . 
crifis. He accordingly conduced Sophia 
into an outer room, under the pretence of 
Jhewing her a remarkably fine pi&ure 5 
and, on their entering the apartment, the 
doorclofed with a fpring fo forcibly, that, 
when they had examined the pi&ure, 
Lothario’s utmoft efforts were incapable 
of again opening it. He then called for 
a fervant, who informed him that the 
key was not to be found} when Lothario, 
a* if fuddenly xecolle&ing himfelf, ex¬ 
claimed to Sophia—* Good God! that I' 
4 fhould thus forget myfelf5 for, if we 
M only go round by the flair- cafe, wefhall 

* immediately rejoin our friends !’ The" 
, unfufpeAing Sophia could make no ob¬ 
jection to this propofal} and, when (hebe- 
tgan to think they had juft reached the 
company, (he was fuddenly feized by 
three marques, who inftantly fecured her 
mouth, fo as to prevent a poflibility of 
ihricking, and forced her into a chaife 
With four horfes, Lothario following, 
who had thrown off his domino; and off 
they went, full fpeed, Sophia laying all 
the while infenfible at the bottom of the 
carriage. Oat of this fainting fit, how- 
fever, Lothario foon recovered her; but 
all was dark, and (he knew not whither 
lhe was going: at length, beginning to 
recover her fpirits, fheexclaimed—* And 

« is it thus, vile man! you can expeft to 

* gain my love! Inhuman wretch, reftore 

* me to my weeping friends; for know, 

4 that while I have life, your bafe 

* defigns (hall toever. fucceed P . 

Lothario vainly endeavoured to afiuage 

^ her grief; and they proceeded with great 
rapidity for two hours, when the car¬ 
riage flopped about five minutes, and 
then went on again another two hours 
with it’s original celerity. And fo well 
had this pra&ifed libertine formed his 
diabolical plan to elude all poflibility of 
purfuit, that he had ordered pofl-horfes 
from town to be (lationed in readinefs at 
the different inns, and the drivers knew 
not what they were wanted for, or whither 
they were to go, till they received his 
perfonal orders; while, at the end of every 
ftage, they were again lent off for London, 
without even knowing who was their 
employer. In this manner they continu¬ 
ed to travel all night} nor did the morn¬ 
ing light bring Sophia any alleviation of 
her dlflrcfs} the blinds of the chaife 


being kept drawn all the way, fo thae 
(he dill remained wholly ignorant of 
their route. / 

About ten o’clock, the chaife flopped, 
and the door opened} when Sophia* 
finding it vain to refift, followed hen 
bafe condu&or into the inn} where* 
after much entreaty, (he was prevailed on ' 
to eat a morfel of bread, but prudently* v 
refufed to drink afingledrop of any fort 
of liquid. She was then again forced 
into the chaife, and the journey wan 
purfued with unabating rapidity. Atthfe 
hour of dinner, the fame plan was adopt* 
ed, and the fame unwillingnefs to take 
refrefhment manifefied itfelf in the fair 
fufferer; and thus, during twenty-four 
hours, did they continue to travel} tiiJ,.at 
length, the carriage flopped at a large 
iron gate, where the wretched Sophia 
was compelled to enter. She was jm- 
mediately conduced up flairs, into a 
bedchamber, where a fire was provided* 
near which flood a final 1 table, with Na¬ 
ples bifeuit, wine, and a decanter of water. 

In the mean time, the woman who had 
attended her up flairs, and whofe ap¬ 
pearance and manner fufficiently indi T 
cated the nature of her bafe employ, 
afked with ill-difiembled tendernefs if 
fhe did not wifh to take repofe, and 
officioufly tendered her fervices to un- 
drefsher. Sophia peremptoiily and in¬ 
dignantly refufmg, the fiery face of this 
fcandal to the fex became Hill redder 
with refentment, and fhe left the roon} 
feemingly in great anger. Sophia fighed 
to hear the bars and bolts fattened bv 
the old wretch, as fhe retired, and which 
took away from the dear girl all hope of 
effecting her, efcape. Recommending 
herfelf, therefore, on her knees, to that 
Power who alone can always prefetve 
oppreffed innocence, and examining 
with the mofl fcrutjnizing care every 
corner of the room, fhe threw herfelf on 
the bed in a flate of defpair eafier tq 
be conceived than deferibed. 

■ Let us now return to the company left 
at the mafqiierade,, where it was fame 
time before this elopement was diico- 
vered: for, till the aflembly began to 
withdraw, the venerable Capuchin, who 
was engaged in a lively converfation 
with an intelligent ilrangen,and the Lady 
Abbefs, whofe attention was wholly 
occupied by her cards, enquired not for 
their Sophia. 

The enquiry, however, being unfije- 
cefsfully made, they began to be full v£ 

A a a appreheniiont} 
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apprehtntiont; and, on the alarm that 
Sophia was riot to be found, becomingge- 
neral, it was obferved that the Direction-. 
pbft mafoue had inftantly made a hafty 
retreat. The truth is, that the above 
mafqluej as the fagacious reader may 
probably fofpefV, was no other than 
Ruricola; who, hearing the alarm, flew 
'immediately ifl ftarch of his lovely girl. 
Failing in this enquiry, he deflred to fee 
Xotbario; but he, like wife, was not 
to be found : and fo well concerted 
bail been the feducer't plan, that the 
toad which the fugitives had taken 
was by ho means to be difcovered. He 
purfued thorn, however, one ft age, by 
accident, the way they had paffed $ but, 
k being a great mtblick road, and two 
•the? chrifei befides Lothario's having 
changed hotfes juft before at the fame 
inn, each of which had taken a different 
cowrie, the pUrfuit was Consequently at 
an end ; and Ruricola returned home, 
in 7L ftate of diflraflion very little infe¬ 
rior to that of the afRi&ed father and 
ftiother. 

Poor Behevolus, almoft mad with 
paflion, when he found that Lothario 
was miffing, and had doubtiefs carried 
6 fF his daughter, immediately applied 
to the feducer's friend, and demanded 
to be informed about his daughter's 
flight. 

To this requifition, the artful fyco- 
phant replied, that he had long forefeen 
what had now happened; and that 
nothing but his unfortunate dependance 
on bis friend's bounty could have kept 
bSm filent: btit, he was forry to add, the 
lady had all along been perfectly con¬ 
futing; and they were, he feared, 
equally culpable. 

Beneyolus, half doubting what he 
heard, was (fill bent on purfuit; but the 
hnpofllbility of overtaking them, from 
the time elapfed ffnce their departure, 
and his total ignorance of their route,' 
were fo ftrongly pointed out, that the 
frantick father, returning to his fbrrow- 
fiil wife, conduced her to their chaife, 
and they returned home in extreme 
anguifh of heart. Long did they hefi* 
tatc, before they could bring themfelves 
to credit the account of their daughter's 
tthworthinefs; nor, till they had a&ually 
foen feveral letters from. Lothario to his 
friend, in which be mentioned how hap* 
py he felt himfelf in the full enjoyment 
of his withes, and which his fcoundrel 
dependant affc&ed to (hew them with 


great fccrefy, and the drtad of forever 
forfeiting Lothario's efteera, did they 
begin to fu(pe& her of a&ual guilt. But 
his artful mention of many circum- 
ftanceS which had really happened, and 
which were perfe&iy innocent in them* 
felves, as they owed all their criminality 
to his bafe nrifreprefentqfrons, at length 
prevailed, and induced fpem to believe, 
what they moft of all dreaded, their 
daughter's feceflion from virtue. 

Strange infatuation, it fliould feem, 
thaf they could (o eafily believe any 
thing to the prejudice of, one they had 
fo long, ana fo dearly loved I but, 
though an unimpaflionea obferver may 
eafily perceive their great error, where 
the paffions are inflamed, and we are ours, 
felves the a&ors, it is not always fo eafy 
to judge With propriety; and, on fuch oc* 
cations, even the flighted circumftancet 
aid us to apprehend what we moft fear i 
thus, the anonymous letter, the uncom* 
mon mafque, and it's prefaging inferip* 
tions, all affifted to make the affli&ed 

S arents believe that they only were 
rangers to their datyghter’s levity, and 
that the world in general had long no¬ 
ticed her weaknefs and depravity. 

Thefe confiderations deterred them 
from any particular enquiries after 
Sophia; for, too eafily imbibing the 
poifon fo artfully adminiftered by Lo¬ 
thario's abandoned emiffary, whom they 
had always contidered as a weak, inof* 
fenfiveman, they hardly wilhed again 
to behold a child, who’ had proved her- 
felf fo unworthy of their care and affec¬ 
tion. Thus was the affli&ed fair wholly 
abandoned to the machinations of Lo* 
thario, who now pra&ifcd on her virtue 
without the dread of interruption. 

But the abfent Sophia had yet a very 
ftrongand powerful friend, in the man 
tt^bofe former fervices had been fo ill re¬ 
quited. Ruricola could not refill the 
powerful inclination he felt to vilit and 
to condole with his old friends at the 
falm. 

He went, therefore, in his former un- 
conftramed manner; and, entering that 
parlour,, once the feat of joy and com* 
fort, he beheld his old friend Benevolus, 
and the fad partner in his affli&ion* fit¬ 
ting by the fire, in dumb defpair, with 
their heads drooping, and grief fo poig* 
nant, that great was already the altera* 
tion to be perceived in thrir perfons, fo 
fail does mental forrow wear the human 
frame, Ruricola took hi& friend's hand* 

and. 
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4 nd, preArng it rooft cordially, drew t 
chair, and fat befide him. Ho# dif¬ 
ferent Was now his reception, to that he 
formerly experienced! «Omy friend 1* 
exclaimed the afflicted Benevoius, * had 
4 we but attended to thy well-meant 
4 caution; and not been fo fatally blind 
^ to the vices of that bafe wretch Lotha- 
4 rib, we might have avoided all the 
4 prelent ahjgftiflt bur unworthy girl haa 
4 occafiontaV 

' 4 O believe not that (he is unworthy,’ 
replied Ruricola; * (he is all that's good, 

• and her heart never harboured a thought 

• Which a veftal might not hear 1 * 

4 Alas!' cried the weeping Amelia, 

4 have we not feett thfe vile Lothario's 

• letters to his friend, where he defcribes 
4 hbw blefied, as he ^atfs it, he finds 
r himfelf fti her embraces, and owns 

• that (he is all he can wilh !’—‘ May 
4 not all this be written by defign ?* re¬ 
tained Ruricola: * my life on it, (he 
^ ftill is virtuous I’ 

At that moment entered the confident 
#f Lothatio, With the following letter 
from Sophia to hef father. 

T ET not my dear father be angry 
^ with his once darling Sophia. I can 
bever be happier, than in the arms of 
the man I love. I am noW fetting out 
di a tour to France and Italy with my 
Aear Lothario; and, by my return, hope 
fhsft time will have fo (oftened your pre- 
fent anger, that I may again embrace 
thofe I love beft, next to my deareft 
Lothario. Adieu, my dear parents! t 
am, your happy daughter, 

6ophia. 

Benevoius was fo unfortunate as to 
Abffefs great irritability of temper5 and, 
ftungtomadnefs by this epiftle, heftarted 
from his chair, gave Ruricola the letter 
to read, and exclaimed— 4 O curfe her! 

• curie her! May a father’s maledi&ion 

• be her portion‘ Ralh man !’ cried 
Ruricbla, * recal thefe (hocking impre- 
4 cations ! my life on h, the letter is a 
4 forgery* In this he (poke truer than 
lie knew; for the other affociate of Lo¬ 
th ar *> polfeflfcd a faculty of imitating 
ha T d writing to the greateft nicety, and 
thir plan had been adopted to prevent 
all farther enquiry: and the fraud fuc- 
crt' vd bi t tOO wdl. fvntt oFatt the juft 
t fr-vadons dt thfe xihattlfy ROricohu 

• r ot my ffiirtd#’ replied the fr- 
F.nievolut) 4 yousMa well, no 


4 doubt; but your Aiggeftions are un- 
4 founded. Does not this gentlemaii 
4 afiert, that (he lives at full liberty; and; 

4 were it otherwife, could lhe not eafily 
4 have found means to have acquainted 
4 me with her fituatfenl’ ' 

The vile pander now departed, exults 
lug in his diabolical fcheme, while the' 
family at the farm fuffered undefcribable 
anguifii from the fuppofed criminality 
of their only child. Ruricola continued 
to be their conftant companion; and, 
though he (ufpefted the truth of the let¬ 
ter, as well as of the accounts he had 
heard to Sophia’s prejudice, fo numerous 
were the reports of this kind, that they 
fairly daggered his belief. Benevoius, 
m the mean time, felt fo feverely the 
farcafms and reflections of the neigh¬ 
bourhood, on his daughter's going off 
from the mafquerade in fo publick and 
abandoned a manner, that the fight of 
his houfe, his lands, and every thing 
about them, became fo hateful both to 
him and his forrowing Amelia, that lie 
formed the refolution of avoiding all fu¬ 
ture importunity from his daughter on 
her return from the continent, by felling 
his eftate, hiring fome houfe at a great 
diftance, and even affuming another 
name, that he might remain totally un. 
known. Being a man of ftrong refolu¬ 
tion, and his wife’s inclinations on this 
occafion, as on molt others, perfectly 
coinciding with his own, they apprized 
Ruricola of their intention, as the only 
friend whom they meant to make ac¬ 
quainted with their defign. He endea¬ 
voured to diffade them from this ro-> 
mantick fcheme with all the eloquence 
he podefied; but, after many conver- 
fations on the futyedt, findingthemdetcr- 
mined to execute their defign, he at 
length offered to become the foie pur- 
chafer of the farm and flock. This over-^ 
ture Benevoius highly approved, as it 
forwarded his plan of banifhing himfelf 
thefooner from a place where every obr 
je< 5 t recalled to his remembrance the ideal 
of his once loved Sophia .) Thus cir- 
cumflanced, and feeing a (mail ready- 
furnidied houfe advertifed to be let Within 
two miles of a large market-town about 1 
hundred miles from his prefent fituation; 
Benevoius immediately fecured it. They 
accordingly took a forrowfWl leave of 
fbeir hereditary eftate, with a refolution 
never to return; and, accompanied by 
Ruricola, they proceeded ter their new 
abode* 

Having 
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Having condu&ed Che forrowiflg pa¬ 
rents to their new habitation, our .en¬ 
quiries muft be direaed to the fufferings 
of their injured and unhappy daughter. 

Every day, during a period of two 
months, did the deteited Lothario vifit 
in her confinement the indignant Sophia, 
and teaze her with his hated vows ; but 
his importunities were in vain, for (he 
was determined rather to die than yield 
to his criminal defires. He had even 
dared to threaten h?r with force, the 
only circum(lance the poor fufferer 
dreaded. Sophia had often noticed from 
her window, which overlooked the fhrub- 
bei y, an old gardener obferving her from 
among the trees with great attention— 
and, the thought, with pity—as (he 
traverfed her apartment, wringing her 
hands in agony. This gave her the idea 
that, by his afliftance, (he might efte£l 
her efcape. Accordingly, fhe one day 
took an opportunity of Ipeaking to him 
from the window; and, to her great joy, 
found him fo heartily diipofed, that he 
promifed, by the next day, to form a 
plan for her deliverance. 

This hope gave Sophia’s features a 
greater degree of animation than Lo¬ 
thario had ever perceived fince the had 
been in his power, and he now began to 
flatter himfelf that perfeverance would 
in the end be attended with the ufual 
fuccefs. 

Sophia longed impatiently for the 
next day, and threw up the fafti with 
great alacrity on the firft appearance of 
the faithful gardener, who told her he 
had confulted with his wife, and that 
they had agreed it would be beft for him 
to conceal himfelf in the garden when 
the reft of the workmen were di(charged; 
and, if any enquiry was made after him, 
his Ion ftiould fay that, not being quite 
well, he had gone home early in the af¬ 
ternoon : that he could eafily reach her 
window with the longeft ladder, which 
would afterwards help them over the 
wall, when , his little cart and horfe 
ftiould be ready to carry her to a con- 
fiderable town about twelve miles dif- 
tant, where (lie might purfue any plan 
(he thought proper. So moved was the 
old man by the htuation of Sophia, that 
he feemed animated with the thought of 
what he was undertaking for her lake* 

Night came, and Sophia was barred 
upas ufual. Having fecured her door 
qn the in fide according to her invariable 
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cuftom, at the appointed time (he lifted 
up the fa(h very gently, and recom¬ 
mending herfelf to Providence, defend¬ 
ed the ladder. With a palpitating heart 
fhe crofted the garden; and the old gar¬ 
dener had already palled the top of the 
wall, and began to defend on the other 
fide by another ladder which his ion had 
prepared for that purpofe, Sophia hav¬ 
ing at the fame time nearly reached the 
top of the firft, when a large dog, which 
by accident had alfo been left in the gar¬ 
den, barked with great vehemence. 

This added wings to Sophia’s feet i 
but lights were inftantly feen in every 
part of the hoqfe; and, by the time flic 
had reached the ground on the outfidc 
of the garden, fhe beheld the hated Lo¬ 
thario ready to receive her! All hope 
of efcaping was now at an end, and fhe 
was immediately conduced back to her 
prifon, where her confinement became 
much more fevere, and her anguifb of 
mind inconceivably greater than it had 
hitherto been. 

Lothario, thus undeceived in his falfe 
hopes, determined to try the effeft of 
violence ;<and, entering her room the 
next day after dinner, when he had taken 
more wine than ufual, he told her, in 
the moft explicit terms, that as fhe had now 
abufed his patience near four months, 
and had formed the difhonourable de- 
fign of leaving him clandeftinely, he had 
at length refolved to obtain the im¬ 
mediate completion of his defires. 
4 Wretchl’ cried the terrified Sophia; 

* canft thou talk of difhonourable de- 

* figns, vile and profligate as thou art! 

* Impious and abandoned wretch, think* 

* eft thou that a juft God will ever fuflfer 
4 me to fall afacrifice to'fuch an inhu- 
4 man monfter!’ Happily fhe fainted 
not under this exertion ; but a torrent of 
tears ruftied down her crimfoned face 
as fhe implored him, on her knees, to 
defift from his brutal purpofe. The vil¬ 
lain only laid, that fhe looked more beau¬ 
tiful than ever; and, feizingherin his 
arms, bore the poor ftruggling vi&im 
towards the bed. Her ftrength was now 
juft exhaufted, and even hope began to 
fail, when fhe fuddenly recolle&ed that 
(he had always kept a pair of lharp- 
pointed feiftars in her bofbm fince he{ 
confinement, againft the laft extremity* 
thefe fhe inftantly fnatched frpm hef 
itays, and ftruck at his face with all the 
ftrength fhe could cglle£L Lpthario en¬ 
deavouring 
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deavonring to parry the blow, the fcif- 
lars entered and went quite through his 
band, dividing a principal vein with 
fuch an inftantaneous effufion of blood 
as obliged him to relinquifh his inten¬ 
tion. ? 

. Quitting, therefore, the apartment, to 
procure chirurgical aflillance, Sophia 
was again left alone; and for fome 
months remained in a ftate of the moll 
horrid uncertainty. 

• The fa6t is* that the effufion pf blood 
had been fo great, and Lothario's habit of 
body, corrupted by his frequent excefles, 
was fo extremely bad, that "a violent 
fever had taken place, which the anxiety 
of his mind largely aflifted to increafe j 
fo true it is, that none are fuch cowards 
on a lick bed as the guilty. Six weeks 
elapfed before any change in his favour 
appeared ; and, after that period, it was 
long before he began to recover ftrength 
enough to fit up, while his hand ftill re- 

• mained dreadfully inflamed. 

At about five o'clock one morning, 
while Lothario remained in this ftate, 
Sophia was awakened by the cry of 
« Fire!' She inftantly arole; and, hav¬ 
ing juft huddled on her cloaths, heard her 
old female perfecutor open the door, de¬ 
firing her to follow. * I mull not leave 
‘ that little cabinet, however!’ faid the 
old woman, as Sophia.followed her out; 
and, ftepping back into the room, So¬ 
phia, with an admirable pretence of 
mind, in a moment fhut and barred the 
door on the old wretch : then, rufhing 
down Hairs, fhe efcaped, amidft the hurry 
and confufion, through the iron gate, 
which had been thrown open for fhe ad- 
miflion of afliftance. She had fcarcely 
gained the road, when a return-chhife 
providentially pafied by, into which fhe 
joyfully entered, intreating the poft- 
Soy to get on with all poilible expedi¬ 
tion. 

Lothario had by this time been awak¬ 
ened ; and the old beldam was releafed, 
whofe violent fcreams had foon brought 
the domefticks to her aid : but when 
Lothario, who llept in a diftant part of 
•the hooufe, heard that Sophia had elcaped, 
he ftormed like a madman; and, order¬ 
ing his fwifteft horfe—for he foon learned 
the cirrtimftance of the poft-chaife, and 
the place of it’s deftination—he purfued 
her with aftonifliing expedition. 

So well, however, did the boy obey 
•our fair fugitive's orders, that the chaife 
hod arrived within little mere than two 


miles of the town, when poof Sophia, 
whofe fears often occafioned her to look 
out behind, defcried her purfuer on a 
foaming hoi ^ and his arm muffled, 
almoftup witn’the chaife. At this cri¬ 
tical jun&urc, what were her fenfations! 
Perceiving too well that fhe,mud in¬ 
ftantly be overtaken, andobfervinganeat 
houfe by the road-fide, fhe called Aid— 
denly to the boy to flop : then, quitting 
the chaife juft ^s Lothario bad thrown 
himfelf from his horfe, fhe ruihed into 
a neat little parlour, followed by Lo- 
thar.o; and, exclaiming—‘Ofaveme! 

* fave me!’ fell almoft breathlefson the 
carpet. But, gracious* Heaven! what 
was her furprize! what the aftonifh- 
ment of Lothario! to find themfeives 
in the prefence of Benevolus, Amelia; 
and the friendly Ruricola, who were 
juft aflembled to breakfafl! Where is 
the painter, who can give any idea of 
fuch a f'cene! For a moment, the parents 
could hardly believe the evidence of their 
own eyes : Amelia flew to her Sophia; 
and Benevolus, with eyes flafhing in¬ 
dignation, feized Lothario by the throit— 
1 Villain, thou {halt pay thy forfeit life, 

* which can poorly atone for the mifery 

* thou haft entailed on our unhappy fa- 

* mily !* 

The poltroon flood aghafl for a mo¬ 
ment; then, collecting all his ftrength, 
by a fudden exertion he fieed himfelf 
from the grafp of Benevolus, lufhed 
out of the houfe, mounted his horfe, 
and inftantly difappeared. 

It was long befoie the affrighted So¬ 
phia could he thoroughly fatisfied that 
fhe was actually in the arms, and under 
the protection, of her dear friends. Pa¬ 
cified, at length, fhe related her melan¬ 
choly ftory: and when Amelia^nd Be¬ 
nevolus heard that the letter pretended 
to have been written by her was a mere 
forgery, and that their child ftill remain¬ 
ed pure and uncomipted, they dropped 
for a moment on their knees, in fpeech- 
lefs gratitude to the Great Preferver of 
innocence; nor was the joy of Ruricola 
lefs ardent or fincere than that of her 
parents. 

So great was the fhock which Sophia's 
tender fragne had received, that a moft 
alarming feverenfued; and hardly did the 
afflicted parents begin to feel the plea- 
fure of having recovered their long-abfent 
daughter, when they were agonized by 
the dread of now lofing her for ever. 
A good conftitution, however, enabled 
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her to furmbunt the malady ; and Bpne- 
volus and his Amelia plainly faw the 
wonderful chain of events by which thfey 
were again united, as tlra had not been 
more than three wetkMi their prefent 
habitation when Sophia fled thitner for 
prote&ion. 

Ruricola, with his accnftomed kind- 
nefs and friendfhip, now offered to give 
them back their farm; declaring he had 
purchafed it with that foie view, under 
the hope that fome fortunate occurrence 
might lead them to wifli for it again. 

The offer fo handfomely made, was 
as handfomely accepted Previous to 
their return, however, they received a 
meffage from Lothario, importing that 
the agitation of his mind had brought 
hack his fever with additional violence; 
and that he wifhed much to have one 
conference with Sophia, and make her 
fome amends for all the fufferingshe had 
cruelly infli&edj as the phyficians de- 
fpaired of his life, and he was folicitous 
to obtain.her forgivenefs, with that of 
Benevolus and Ruricola, by whom he 
begged (he might be accompanied. 

But Sophia could by no means endure 
the thought of again entering that hated 
manfion, and the gentlemen were not 
without apprehenftons of fome bafe ftra- 
tagero: they, however, refolved to go 5 
and Sophia begged them to tell the tick 
penitent, if they found him to be really 
1 q, that (he freely pardoned him for all 
the grievous injuries he had heaped upon 
her. 

On their arrival, they found him al- 
moft .in the agonies of death :^his voice 
faltered; and he had but juft power to 
give orders that the phyfician, furgeon, 
-and lawyer, might remain in the room. 
He then declared, in the moft folemn 
manner,' that though he had bafely 
attempted the virtue of Sophia, yet he 
thanked God his machinations had all 
failed, and, (he was, for him, perfectly 
immaculate. He now deiired the law¬ 
yer to give him fome papers; and,taking 
then* in hfs hand—* There,* faid he, 
addrefling Benevolus; 4 there, Sir, is a 

* more ample proof of my guilt, and 

* your daughter’s virtue, properly at* 

* tefted!’ And, turning to Ruricola, 
who itood on the other fide of the bed— 

* T(iere, Sir,’ proceeded the dying man* 

* is a pqper which I mud beg of you nqt 
4 to qpen till after my deceafe. I (hould 
4 have heen happy to have feen Sophia, 

* but I deferye not (o jnuch felicity; apd 


S MAGAZINE. 

4 could I only be qertalo that I wap 
4 given - - — ’ 4 Yqu are, you are for T 
4 given!' cried Beneyoius, dimmed by 
his contrition. * And do you, too, both 
4 of you, forgive me! Cap ye pardo? 

4 me? If you do — —’ He ieemed tq 
paufe, but his voice had failed him; he 
was unable to add another word, bqt 
held out his two hands; each grafped 
one ; he gyve a deep figb, and expired!. 

The paper given 10 Benevolus con* 
tainedap ample and well-atteftedconfef- 
fion s that which Ruricola had received, 
was hi§ will, in which, after reciting 
that be had no known relation, he hv 
left his entire fortune as an atonement tp 
Sophia; and, as he had long perceive^ 
the real regard which Ruricola enter* 
tained for that amiable girl, he had named 
him and her his foie executors, fmcerely 
wifhing, now his death had removed 
all impediment, that they would Toon 
be united, and poflefs happily, what be, 
by deviating from the paths of virtue^ 
bad never a&ually enjoyed. 

Let the thoughtlefs and profligate 
libertine attend to the end of Lothario; 
in whofe fate he may contynplate his 
own: for, though not, perhaps, ex r 
a&ly fimilar, it is certainly trqe, that 
ruin, mifery, and unutterable anguifh, 
are the conftant and never failing atten* 
dants on vice, luxury, anddiflipation. 

The will of Lothario hrought forward 
aneclairciffement between Sophia and 
Ruricola, fooner than otherwife per* 
haps it would have happened; and 
' Benevolus and Amelia wifhed for no¬ 
thing more, than to fee their daughter 
under the (heltering wing of fuch a tried 
guardian and prote&or. 

They returned, therefore, to the farm ; 
where, the chara&er of Sophia being 
cleared from every foul afperfion, (he was 
fpeedily united to Ruricola, and long en- 
joyed,as (he richly defcrved, the greateft 
degree of human happinefs, the fruits of 
herperfeverance in virtue. 

Taught by this example, ye amiable 
and unfufpe&ing fair, perlevere with una- 
bating ardour in the paths of virtue; fly 
from the fmaileft appearance of deceit; 
nor liften to y fervile, cringing flatterer. 
The man of honour and integrity will 
addrefs you ip plain and unequivocal lan¬ 
guage; but he who artfully feefc* to gain 
your affections without an ample, previ¬ 
ous aflfurance, that hisdefigns are (IriCtly 
.honourable, is always to be fufpe&ed» 
it, Awfws. h*. yow Jot, life 
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* that of tht amiable Sophia, to fall into will ever arife, to reward your heroifm 
the hand,* of fuch a fiend-like charac- and goodnefs. Remember, that the qnly 
JUt, imitate her virtuous perseverance § road to happineft is through the Temple 
and, when your fituation appear® moil of Vinue. 
defperate, fome unforefeen circumftance . 


THE COLD STONE. 

AN ANECDOTE. 


* T T is a cold day for thee, my girl, 
X ‘ to be fitting upon a cold ftone,’ 

(aid Sir William Dowell, as he went 
,out of his houfe, to a poor woman who 
fat weeping on the fteps of it. * Alas, 

* Sir,' faid (he, ‘ my heart is as cold as 

* the Hone 1 ' But the old baronet's was 
as warm as the fun, and the anfwer of 
this poor creature affe&ed it. * And 
4 what are thy diftrefles ?’faid he. • I 
4 came, Sir,’ laid (he, 4 but yefterday 

* in the waggon from the country, in 

* order to get a fervice in town, and 
4 went to the houfe of an aunt, who had 
4 laft year proraifed to get me a place; 
4 but. I found (he was dead, and that her 
4 hufband had married again ! He was 

* indeed difpofed to receive me with 
4 kindnefs ; but the woman, finding I 
4 was a relation of his firft wife, new 
4 into a violent paflion, and drove me 

* out of doors. It was now night, and 
4 I endeavoured to find my way back 

* to the inn, but in vain, having for- 
4 gotten the name of it. So as I was 
4 walking about enquiring for a lodging, 

* two men with long (laves told me they 
4 would foon find me one, and carried 
« me with fome violence to a place they 
4 called the Round-houfe; where, under 
‘ the pretence of letting me go, they got 
« all the little money I had brought with 

* me. Here I remained all night ip the 

* urmoft diilrefs, and the next morning 


STORY OF MR, 

A FTER a refidence of many vears 
in the fouthern part of this ifland, 
bufinefs concurring with the natural de¬ 
fire one has of revifiting one’s native 
country, induced me to make a journey 
to Scotland in the beginning of laft au¬ 
tumn. As I travelled on horfcback,' 
VOL. II. 


4 I was carried before a juftice of thp 

* peace as a common proftitute ; and, 
1 God knows, I am as innocent of pro- 

* ftitution as the babe that fucks at it't 
4 mother's bread. The juftice heard 

* my ftory, and difmifled me; but my 
4 money was all gone, my bundle of 

* cloaths was purloined from me, and 

* there was nothing left for me but to 

* beg my way back to my owp village, 

* ThisI was determined to do; when, 

* finding myfelf faint with fatigue, 

* fading, and forrow, I fat me down 
4 upon this ftone to repofe, and, as I 

* fear, to die. I have indeed a brother,* 
faid (he, * fomewhere in London; but, 

* in fuch a wide place, it is not poflible 

* for me to find him.’ , 

Sir William immediately knocked at 
his door, ordered his houfekeeper to at* 
tend him, and bade her take all pofiible 
care of the poor woman: (he obeyed her 
matter’s commands, took her into her 
room, and adminiftered every neceflary 
confolation. The poor a(Hi&ed creature 
thought herfelf in heaven; when, as (he 
fat taking a little broth, a fervant entered; 
and no fooner had her eyes met his, than 
(he fell from her chair. This was her 
brother. The good old knight, finding 
her dory true, took her into his fervice, 
where (he has every reafon to blefs the 
warm heart of her matter, and the cold 
done at his door. 


SAINTFORT. 

with a fmgle fervant attending me, I 
was tempted frequently to ftrike out of 
the common road, for the purpofe of 
enjoying fome of thofe romantick l'cenes 
with which the northern counties of 
England abound. One evening about 
funfet, after traverfing a pan of the coun- 
B b try. 
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try, «fgne*t beauty, but of a^wildfcifll 

'uncultivated afpeCt, I entered fuddenly 
% narrow valley, where every thing wort 
the appearance of high cultivation; and 
in the judicious blending of ornament 
with utility, it waseafy to perceive that 
induftry had been guided by the hand of 
tafte. 

While I rode at leifur'e down a fteep 
and winding path, indulging that pleaf- 
ing fpecies 01 reverie to which a fcene 
of this kjnd naturally gjf v £* rife, 2 fmall 
’column of firidke afcendmg from a thick 
4 uft of trees at the bottom, gave notice 
t>f a habitation; and, on turning the cor¬ 
ner of a hedged inclofure, a low manfion 
*t)rdke fuddenly upon my view, having 
in front about an acre of open ground, 
•df which the greateft part was laid out 
‘as a -kitchen-‘garden and Ihrohbery. A 
level griffs-plot fumranded the houle, 
-Which was fepa rated from the garden by 
<a white rail. The hotife itfeTf was of 
'one ftory, extending, in a lengthened 

* front, with two fmall wings, at either 
end of which a fruit-tree was trained 
around the window. A green gartfen- 

* chair was placed on each fide of the 

-door. • 

While furveying with much pleafure 
this little elegant retreat, I patted upon 
the road a ruddy-coloured, middle-aged 
‘man, in a plain country-drel’s, whofe 
face, it immediately occurred to me, 'T 
"had fomewhere before feen. Uncer¬ 
tain, however, whether there might be 
any thing more than one of thofeacciden¬ 
tal refemblances which we every day 
meet with, (though I perceived that he 
-at the flame time viewed me with fome at. 
tendon) f patted on. Meeting after¬ 
wards with fome labourers returning 
from work, I enquired tire name of the 
proprietor of the little villa I had been 
*contemplathig,and was informed it was 
a Mr. Saintfort. The name ftruck me. 
I recollected to have known at college 
a Will. Saintfort, a young man of 
fome fortune, of a' lively turn, and quick 
parts, but in fhfe greatdt degree thought- 
Jefs and extravagant. I remembered to 
have fince heard that he had married a 
fashionable wife, whofe difpofitjon was 
much akin to his own; and that he had 
in a very few years fpent his whole for¬ 
tune. * Can this,’ laid I to myfelf, 
* be? my old companion ? Sure I thought 

I knew hts face, and he too recol- 
- f lefted mine. It mult be lb s yet how 


* this rriefimbrpbofis ?* Occupied with 
thefe thoughts, 1 had ttackened my pace, 
and was AnpriXed to find myfelf ©f$fc 
tnorejomed by the gentleman Iliad be- 
dferepaflfed. « If I miftake not,’ &id 
he, ‘ your name is D—* Yes, and 

* yours Saintfort.’—* The fame. How 

* unexpected t hip meetingAfter much 
mutual gratulauon, * Come,* faid be# 

* yo\i go no farthex* this night; nor, 

* with my will, for fome days. You 

* mult take a bed with your old friend, 
*1 and fte how Turner Saintfort lives.* 

Entreaty was ntedlds; fbr I Vas de¬ 
lighted with the rencounter; and I fol¬ 
lowed my friend, Who led the way, tt> 
the ftables, and attrfted hinrtfdf m putting 
tip my horfes. He then conducted me 
htto thehoufe, which within correfpond- 
ed entirely with it’s external appearance. 
In a little hall through Which we entered 
were fome angling-rods arid fowling- 
pieces, with a weed-hbpk and garden- 
rake. In the parlour ftood a piano-forte, 
on which lay a violin and fome rtrofick; 
and in a corner of the room,. Which was 
fhelved for the purprife, were ranged h 
few books ofhurbandry hnd ornamental 
gardening, fome Voluiries ofEnglilh 
poetry, Hutchefon’s Moral Philofophy, 
Horace, and a few of the Latin clattick$. 

An old fervant now made hts ap¬ 
pearance, and received orders to acquairit 
his miftreFs to prepare the stranger’s 
bed-room, and to get ready an 
fupper. In the interval we fhuntered 
out into the fields, and patted the time in 
ordinary chit-chat about oUr old com¬ 
panions, till we werC fthnmoned to Top¬ 
per by a comely boy of twelve years 
of age, who, with a girl three year's 
younger, were my friencTs only chikhteil. 
Mr. Saintfort introduced me to his wife 
by the title of an ohlatid valued acquaint¬ 
ance; and I found in that lady the molt 
perfcCt politenefs and affability, joined 
to that eafy gracefulnefs of manner which 
diftinguifhes thofe who hav/e moved in a 
fuperior walk of life. -Our fupper was 
plain, but delicious; an excellent pullet, 
milk in a variety of forms^ and freih 
vegetables; our converfationinterelKng, 
animated, and good-humoured. In my 
life, I never fpent a more delightful 
evening. After Mrs. Saintfort had re¬ 
tired, (like Eve, 4 ‘ onhofpi table thoughts 
“ intent;”) < There,’ faid SainttOft,. 

* there, Mr. D—Is one of theliffl,' 

* the heft of women. You knew me 

* formerly* 
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*? formerly; &><! * have marked the na* 

* tural fuiprize you (hewed at finding 

* me ia this situation. You (hall have 

* my ftory; for to an old friend and 
companion, fimple as is, it cannot? 

* fail to be interemng. 

* My father's death, which happened 
f a. few years after I entered the uni- 
t verlky, made me, as you may remem- 

* her, the envy of many of our common 
*i acquaintance, as it was generally fup- 

* poled I had fucceeded to a fortune of 
<■ two thou&nd pounds, per annum, I 

* had before this contracted many habits 
y of extravagance; and the dimpation 
y into which 1 now plunged, joined to 

* aa indolence of temper not uncommon 
4 at that period of life, prevented me for 
4 a confiderable time from difeovering 
4 that die free rents of my eftate did 
4 not exceed one half of the income I 
4 was luppofed to poflefs. Even after 
4 that difeovery, the relifh I had ac- 
4 quired for every fpecies of falhionable 
4 difljpation, and the abfurd vanity of 
4 fupporting the appearance of a man of 
4 fortune, led me to continue my ex- 
4 peaces, after t had become convinc ed 
4 that they were leading me to my ruin. 

. 4 My vanity was not a little flattered 
4 by the attentions (hewn me by the 
4 ladies, who, it was eafy to be per- 

* ceived, regarded me as a young (el- 
4 low of whom there was feme honour 
f in making a conqueft. Lucinda N— 
t was at that time the ornament of the 
4 poHteft circles in town. What her 
4 figure was in thofe days, you may 
4 guefs from what you fee it is at pre- 
f teat, With every attraction of face 
4 aad perfon,endowed with every fa(hion- 
4 abieaccemplsftpnent, and pofleffing a 
f very handiouae independent fortune, 
4 file had numberlds admirers. It was 
4 no mean triumph, when I perceived 
1 that this little defpot, who exercifed 
4 upon others all the capricious fo* 
? / w«gnty of a cpquette, maintained 

* with me fo eppoftte a manner as' to 
4 convince me of her decided affeftioi* 

* I availed myfetf of the difeovery, 
4 which gratified equally my pride and 
4 nay patflon; for 1 really k>ved her; 
4 and in my marriage with Lucinda, 
4 whole temper and fate were appa- 
4 rently much refembling my own, I 
‘ flaitered myfclf with the continued en- 
f joyroent of thofe fafiiionablc pkafures, 
t which I badjnaw extended the means 

* of'procuring, 


4 When I look back to the (bur 
4 years of ipy tparried ftate,. it is like 
4 the confufed remembrance of fame tu* 
4 nuiltuqus dream. In that perpetual 
4 diffipation in which we were, now in- 
4 volved, and to wbich.the gay and lively 
4 temper of my wife rather prompted 
4 than hnpofed any reftraint, I did not 
4 perceive that her fortune, confiderable 
4 as it was, was totally inefficient to 
4 repair the watte I had already made in 
* my own. At length I wa9 awakened 
1 from my lethargy by a refu&l of my 
4 banker to make farther advances with* 
4 out additional ffeurmes; and when I 
4 applied for that purpofe to a friend; 
4 he frankly told me that I was gene* 
4 rally confldered as a ruined man. 

4 In place of being overpowered by 
4 this intelligence, it brought me to my 
4 fenles; like thofe violent applications; 
4 which, by pain itfelf, put a (lop to the 
4 delirium of a fever. I faw the foJly 
4 of concealment, and fits inhumanity 
4 of allowing my wife, to learn our fitu* 
4 ation from any tongue but my qwik 
4 But to m^ke this terrible avowal, qo 
4 cafioned a confitfl of mind, fuch as 
4 it is impotable for me to deferibe. t 
4 pa (Ted two fleeplefs nights, without 
4 finding courage to unbofom mylelf; 
4 and Lucinda's anxious enquiries at 
4 length led to the difeovery. The (hock 
4 was feyere, and for a moment (he gave 
4 way to the natural feelings of a wo- 
4 man. It was but for a moment; 
y when, as if animated by a new find, 
4 and infpiied with a fortitude of mind 
4 which aftoniffied me— 44 Come, ray 
44 dear Will,'' faid (he, clafpingme to 
4 herbofom, 44 we have both been fool9$ 
44 it is fit that we ifiould pay the price 
44 of our folly: but let us thence team 
44 to be wile. Thank God, we are Weft 
44 with health, and with each other’* 
44 alFefUon} and there is yet much of life 
44 before us."— 44 But what," faid I, 
44 is to be done?"— 44 To be done!" 
4 faid (he; 44 Juitice, in the firlt place. 
44 Let us learn with accuracy the full 
44 extent of our debts, and the mean® 

wc have to discharge them." 

4 It was a ftruggle yet more fevere, 
4 to declare my (iuution to the world; 
4 and, fuffering under a feeling of falfe 
4 flume, I would have meanly wafted 
4 the time in nfllefc procraftination : hut 
4 the noble fpirit ot my Lucinda coro- 
4 bated this unmanly wqakneis., It wa* 
4 no furprize to the world to learn with 
B b a 4 certainty 
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* certainty what hadlong been expe&ed. “ We grow tired," faid ihe, <c of this 

* In a little time the amount of our debts “ life of inactivity. We languilh tor 

* and effects was ascertained with pre- 44 want of an objeCt to occnpy us. I 

* cifion; and, Setting apart a Small pro- 44 have been meditating a Small experi- 

* portion of my wife's fortune, which “ ment; and, if you approve, we fhall 

* was Secured to her by law, the reft, “ put it in execution. What if we 

* together with mine, fell (hort of the “ Ihould for a while become farmers 

* payment of our debts by two thoufand “ ourfelves ? You are Surprized at the 

* pounds fterling. Having, however, 44 propofal, but let me explain my mean- 

* made a fair Surrender of all that was “ ing. Suppole our good landlord 

* my own, I compounded with my ere- 44 (hould transfer to us the remainder of 

* ditors, and received their difeharge. 44 his leafepthat he fhould have-the 
* It remained to determine what was “ charge of management, with a fuit- 

4 to be our plan of life for the future. 44 able recompence, while the chance of 
4 An old domeftick of my father's had 44 profit, and the rifk of lofs, fhould be 

* been for feveral years fettled in the “ ours. I know he will agree to it, for I 

* north of England, where he rented 44 have founded him on the fubjeCt. The 
4 this farm from the Earl of—. Hither 44 labfirious part, the bufmefs of agri- 

* we propofed to retire for a few months, 44 culture, fhall be his, while we oc- 

* till we fhould arrange our future 44 cupy ourfelves in decorating this little 

* Schemes. I was ftruck with the wild “ Spot with a thou fan dembeliifhments, 

4 and romantick Scenery of this beau- 44 which nature points out, and which 

* tiful dale; and, harafted as I haetbeen “ your good tafte could eafily execute. 

* with care and anxiety, my Spirits were “ Remember, it is only an experiment. 

* Soothed for fome time by the quiet and 44 Our bargain muft be conditional. If 
4 Solitude of the country. I own to you, 44 we tire of it, we can when we pleafe 
4 my friend, that this oompofure of 44 drop the Scheme, and purlue any othtr 
4 mind was not permanent. The man 44 we chufe to adopt.” To be fhort, 

* of the world cannot at once aflumethe * Sir, I was pleafed with the idea; our 1 
4 manners and tafte of a reclufe. The 4 plan was foon arranged,and I became, 

4 change was too violent, from the tu- • what you now fee me, Farmer Saintfort. 

* mult of my former life, to the dead 4 I let to work with alacrity in the 

* calm in which I now palled my time. 4 bufmefs of improvement; and pro- 
4 After fome weeks acquaintance had * ceeding on the principle of uniting 
4 worn oft’ the edge of novelty, I no 4 beauty with utility, I had, in the fpace 
4 longer faw the fame beauties in the 4 of a few months, accomplifhed the 
4 fields, the woods, the rocks, that had 4 outlines of that plan which I have been 
4 at firft engaged me. The manners of 4 continually occupied fince that time in 
4 the country people offended bv their 4 finilhing in detail. In this employ- 

* vulgarity ; and in the Society of a few 4 ment, in which the mind has much . 

* of the neighbouring gentry, I found 4 more (hare than is generally imagined, 

* nothing to amufe a cultivated mind, * I found a fource of pleafure infinitely 
4 of engage a lively imagination. I 4 beyond my expectation. Every day 

* looked back with regret to the fplen- 4 added to the beauties of my little pa- 
\ 4 dor and buftle of my former life; and, 4 radife; and I had the fatisfa&ion of 

4 impoftible as it was for me to indulge 4 finding, that thofe operations which 

* in the fame gratifications, I would 4 the motive of ornament had firft fug- 

* gladly have returned to town; and 4 gefted, were frequently of the moft ! 

•-would, perhaps, have performed the 4 fubftantial benefit. The beautiful va- 1 

* fame humiliating p3rt I have Seen ex- 4 riety of the ground was obfeured by ^ 

* hibited by the decayed minions of 4 an undiftinguifhed mafs of brufh- j 

* fafhion, Spendthrifts like myfelf, who 4 wood. I enlarged the extent of my 

* haunt, like ghofts, the places of pub- 4 arable ground, by opening fields to 

* lick refort, content to be the fpeCtators 4 the fun, which had lain hid under a 

* of thofe Scenes where they have for- 4 matting of furze and brambles. In 

4 merly figured as the moft brilliant 4 the formation of a fifh-pond, I have . 

* aCtors. My Lucinda faw with anxiety 4 drained an unwholefome fen, and con- 
4 this increanng difguft, and her good 4 Verted a quagmire into a luxuriant 
4 lenft directed to it’s proper remedy. 4 meadow. At the end of the firft year, 

4 my 
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« xny tutor In hufbandry gave me hopes 
« that the, fucteeding crop would double 
«• the returns which the farm had ever 
« afforded under his management; and 

• the event juftified his preai&ion. How 

« delightful, tpy dear friend, was it for 

• me to perceive that the tafte of my 

• Lucinda feemed equally adapted with 
« my own to our new mode of life ! Far 
« from inheriting that inability of 
« mini with which her fex is generally 
« reproached, her ardour was unabated, 

< an d every thought was centered in the 
« cares of her houfholdj andtheeduca- 
« tion of her children. Complcatly en- 
« gaged iri thefe domeftick duties, while 
« I fuperintended the labours of the fields 
« and garden, we had no other anxiety 
•-than what tended to give a zeft to our 

• etvjoyments. In place of feeling time 

< lie heavy on our hands, we rofe with 
« t he fun, and found the day too fhort 

• for it's occupations. 

« We bad now learned, by experience, 
c how very moderate an income is fuf- 

• ficient to purchafe all the real comforts 
« of life. At the conclufion of the third 
t year, on fumming up our accounts, 
t 4e found a clear faving of four hun- 
t dred pounds. This fum we might, 

• perhaps, without any bi*each of what 
« the world terms honeity, have con- 
« fidered as. our own. But, thank 
« God 1 flaves as we had been to the 

< world, we had better notions of moral 

• reClitude. It was unfit that we fhould 
« accumulate for ourfelves, while there 

‘ < exifted a fingle perfon that could fay, 

« we had done him wrong. We fet apart 
" « this fum as the beginning of a fund 
« tor the payment of that equitable claim 
« which yet remained to out creditors; 

« and it is now fome years fmee we could 

• boaft of having faithfully difeharged 

• the latt farthing of our debts. The 
« pleafure attendant on this reflexion, 

« you may conceive, but I cannot de- 

• feribe. How poor, in companion to 
« it, are the felfiih gratifications of va- 
5 nity, the mean indulgence of pampered 

< appetites, and all the train of luxuri- 
/•ous enjoyments, when bought at the 

• expence of conscience! 


3AINTFQRT. 199 

• Since my refidehce here, I have mom 
[ than once made a vifit to town on an 
! errand ofbufinefs. I theie fee the 
1 fame feenes as formerly; and others 
intoxicated, like myitlf, with the fame' 
giddy pleaiures. Tome the magical, 
deluhon is at an end; and I wonder 
where lay the charm which once had 
fuch power of fafeination. But one 
fpecies of pleafure I have enjoyed from * 
thefe vifits, which I cannot omit to 
mention; the affe&ionate welcome I 
have received from the mod reipeftable 
of my old acquaintance. I read from 
their countenances their approbation 
of my conduct; and in their kindnefs, 
mingled withrefpeCl, 1 have a reward 
valuable in proportion to the worth of 
tliofe who bellow it. Nor is the plea-' 
fure lefs which I derive from the regard 
and efteem of my honed neighbours in 
the country. Of their characters I 
had formed a very unfair eftimat?, 
when leen through the medium of my 
own di(tempered mind; and in their 
fociety my Lucinda and I enjoy, if 
not the refined pleafures of polilhed 
intercourfe, the more valuable quali¬ 
ties of fincerity, probity, and good' 
fenle. 

4 Such, Sir, for thefe fourteen years 
paft, has been my manner oflife; nor 
do I believe I (hall ever exchange it for 
another. The term of my leafe has, 
within that period, been renewed in 
my own name, and that of my fon. 
If a more aCtive life (hould be bis 
choice, he is free to purfue it. I (hall 
be content with the reflection of hav¬ 
ing beftowed on him a better patri¬ 
mony than I mylelf enjoyed-—a mind 
uncorrupted by the profpeCbof here¬ 
ditary affluence, and a confutation 
tempered to the virtuous habits of in- 
dultry and fobi-icty.’ 

Here Mr. Saintfort made an end of 
his ftory. I have given it as nearly a? 
I could in his pwn words; and,, judging 
it to afford an example not unworthy to 
be recorded, I tranimit it in that view 
to the author of a work which bids faif 
to pafs down to pofterity. 


STORY 
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STORY OF MOZARAD, THE SHEPHERD. 


*• T>lESSEDb.th, name, O Alla! 
JD * for thy power beftoweth not 

* life more on ua, than thy benevolence 
4 rendereth it a blefling. To the great 
4 thou givett the ability of imitating thy 

* mercy; and to theta*!y> vndiflurbed 
€ peace and contentment. None etteem- 

* eft thou beneath thy eare, or too mean 
4 to enjoy thy gifts. Yen glorious inn 

* rifes over the palace of our mighty' 

4 monarch, and gilds, with his long- 
4 darting rays, the gardens of the mag- 

* nifleent &raglk>4 but to Moaarad> aifo 

* he dawns, and difpels the horror of - 

* hit gloomy night-watch. To Zam- 
«? on the Proud haft thou given riches 

* and might* his palaces fhmewith gold, 

*' hb bowers are cooled by the never-' 

* scaling fountain, and emulative na- 
‘ tioas proffer their faired beauties to 

* hie hifure; his armies fpread terror 
€ over the earth, and their foktters.in 
4 number equal the ftars of thy heaven.' 

4 Q* Mozarad none of thefe ble&ngs 
4 baft thou bellowed; but, thnsugh thee,' 

* the light of chearfulnefs beams through 

* his bofom: his arm is nerved by the 

* genius of health, and his pafttircs are' 

4 watered: by the fprings of plenty V 

Such were the words of the young v 
Shepherd of Peace, as he fat cm the cliff 
ot the rock that rifes over the valley of 
Kedar; bis flocks were feeding beneath, 
and the riling foq fttewed hail his face 
behind the edgy of the mountain • The 
eyes of Mosarad were contemplatively 
fixed; and his heart, in concert with his 
lips, gavepraifetb- the mercy of Alla; 
wsten the light fluttering of a robe near 
at band draw down his attention, and 
fattened iton a meaner objefih He turned* 
frattilyround, and beheld, looking over 
kirn, the form of a female, whom the 
glow of heant^enlivened, and the finger 
of genius might defecibe. Her gar-* 
meats were light* but fringed with gold; 
and a aone or the feme precious metal 
encircled her waiftj on her head roff a 
diadem of various hue, and a golden 
feeptre beamed in her hand; fcorn and 
peifuafion drove on her countenance, 
while from her opening lips burft forth 
thefe accents— 1r Foolilh Mozarad! that 

* canft take delight in thy wretchednefs, 

•* and defpife the glories which Alla be- 


4 flows />W hrs favourites f un wor t hy ^ 

* from thy mcannefs of foul, to tatte 
4 the Wcfflngs of power, and mocked 

* even by him whole partial beneficence 
4 thou canfl praile 1 Look around thee, 

*' how many are like thee—how few have 
4 riches or might! Thinkeft thou the 
4 more elevated joys are diftributod moft 
4 frequently among the children of men > 

4 Is it noc'the principle of every, foul to 
4 rife? Aymbe, awake K no foogex lie 

* ftipioely here on the fem-icerehed rook ; 

9 but afeend with me to the togutioft clift? 

4 and there behold the profpe&s of the 
4 Genius of Ambition.' » 

Mosavad* abafhed, role up, and fol¬ 
lowed where die led. Hfer ftepa con- 
dueled him to the molt elevated point, 
where never foot before had trodden, 
ceptbyher guidance; and from whence 
they could clearly mark the royal city 
beneath i the palaces, the guldens, and 
pavilions, were all throngjed with in¬ 
numerable courtiers and laves, whole 
garments had been wrought by the hand 
of Art at the order of Magnificence; I 
4 Look down, poor ihephevd,' cried the j 
Genius, 4 contemplate the trappings of 
4 luxury, the bowers of eafe, and the * 

* ttately domes of power: and then turn \ 

4 thine eyes on thyfelf; behold thy rep- F 

4 tile garb, thy barren dwelling,' and ; 

* the fubje&s over whom thou cornu j 

< mandett. Lo! hearken unto my voice: , 

4 fpeed thee to the fei aglio; proffer thy- \ 
4 felf to labour in the gardens of Zaranft S 

, 4 the Proud, and leave the reft to me: j 

4 From tiAe to time I will renew my , 

4 infpirations in thy bofam: Fortune 1 
4 {hall, through me, frail* on tky en- j 
4 deavours; and, through me, (halt thou 
4 rife to wealth, to rank, and to power! 1 

While (he yet fpoke, they beheld ad- j 
vancing towards them the figure of an 
aged man, habited in the manner of t 
dervifc, with his eyes bent downward I 
on the earth. Though time had frozen j 
over his .head, yet his brows feemed , 
fmoothed by the balm of Peace: he. 
marked the Genius and the Shepherd, j 
and quickened hts pace; while <he, on j 
obfervinghim, frowned; and, drawing 
forth from beneath her robe a powder, j 
which haftily fhe blew acrofs the eyes of 
Mozarad, bade him farewel, and funk 
■■ from , 
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TnirnrightamlcHVthecragsofflieTock.*— 
% Unhappy youth r cried fhe venerable 
4£horafian; ‘'fky'notlam come too late. 

* Curled fs that Genius Who has left 

* thee; and cur fed art thou Ifher di Hates 
« have taken rout hrthy heart 1 her wiles 
** Vrlll undo thee; fhe will lead thy fteps 
*• thiough the times of error irtto the 
*■ gulph Of evH, 'and leave thee there to 
** bewail thy folly. Like 'thine, my 
^ cheek Was once urrfntrowed by age; 
v tuid, like thine, ttiy bofom beat high 

V in the hope of future gioiy. As thou 
v doft, I guided my daily flock over the 

mountain, ahd'fot to mark it’s wan- 

V derings, and the hafty tread of the 
« traveller acrofs the defait. She came, 
v and conducted irie Where thou ftandeft; 
« bade negate On the'city beneath, and 
« infpirCd me with the madnefs of her 
*« guilty race. I yielded to perfuafioirs 

V that I then thought proceeded from a 
^'Tiiend; and, abandonihg my flock, 
'< ! my fheep-hook, and abode of peace, 
€ foed, as fhe bade me, to the gardens 
h of the palace, 'pie Chfef^unuCh’ac- 

< cepted my proffered flavery, and af- 
'« finned ihy portion of labour beneath 
l < the windows of the women's apart- 

* ments. There for two moons I toil- 
« ed; when the favourite fulthna ob- 
« ferved me one evening, as I was reft- 
« ingon the grafs, and according mv 

* voice to the warblings of a flute which 
« I haH received from the chief eunuch. 
*« Every night after this did the fair, but, 

« alas ! delufive fultana, come to the 
> window to hear my fong ; till, in con- 
*« cert with the Genius that undid me, 
,« or overpowered by the force of licen- 

* tioufnefs, The commanded her flaves 
« to contrive my entrance into herapaft- 

* ment. Many times, fereened by the 

* ^gloom of night, was I admitted into 

* that facred inclofure, and loved the 
« fultana with an unfeigned paffion: yet 
« my happineft was not compleat; I 

< panted more for power than for love; 

« and each day the limits of my ambr- 

* tion were extended by the fight of the 
« nobles who thronged about the feraglio, 
i ’ a nd even of their fovereign himfelf. 

* Tirft, to be an inferior officer was the 
*' with of my foul; but the^Ioty of the 
€ vizier effaced it; and I figheri to be 
« next in rank to cheTruler over th^peo- 
« rile. Thus far flared I to3ifr my de- 
'< fires; when the fultanefs,iihhtfhburof 

* tcndenie&i ekdahiied-* 4 * 0 *ttet thou 


“ wen as the lord oflnctfa, and l -ftHl 

w pUffion be ‘unfettered by the f^uddSft 
u of rtftraint, and the bright counter. 
9< rtttnceof day illuminate ournow tftcret 
*• meetings P Why Ipake (be words fb 

* ‘fatal to my peace 1 or why ever, gave C 

* ear to the allurements of •ambition'! 
s From that -hour i pined in wretched* 

* neft, and with a foul Of apathy wu 

* garded every hleflmg in any rreafeb* 

* Thefeoret recefles of the garden Ier- 
H plOred; thebufy mart of the city; bitt 
“ in vain : the allow ft 111 rankled; and 
*■ neither the throng of numbers, ndr 
'* the chlm of retirement, could fbothh 
f the imdignity of it's pdifon. Oueday, 

* overpowered by forpow, and burning 
‘ with 'ertvy, I flad from the foitoaitl 

* courts of the fertglio, where I had be* 

‘ held the fultan with a fplendid tvab 

* returning from a foUmn proceffiort, 
andnHheddnto thevhicfceft of a grove, 

* where I threw myfelf on the gran,.and 
** lamented the meannefs of my condl* 

4 tion. “ Glorious fultan !’* I ex* 

* claimed; “ Oh, that I were as thoM 
“ art, and the powers of death encenr* 
“ pa fled thee about!*'— 11 Never'mcaitt 
“ I to delude thee,” cried the Genius 
f of Ambition, who at thatdnftant ap- 
« peared befide me; “ take this talif- 

man, thrice happy Khomflan; remote 
“ Into the prtfenceof the foveieign Of 
“ India, and, on touching him, he^irif 
“ become as dead before thee: for over 
“ his life I can impartmo influence unto 
u Ihee. But at the moment when'the 
44 fufpenflon of his powei s (hall com* 
4t mence, his femblancefhril bedaflbvtr 
4t thee, and thou be honoured as'the TelJ 
“ fultan. Arife; go thy way, and oe- 
u pine not." In an evil hour I took 

* the talifman frem the hand of the 

* Genius, intruded myfelf mto the royal 
‘ prefence, and proflratingmyielfbefore 

* the fovereign, contrived to 'approach 

* it bear his perfon. At the touch, be 

* funk as the Genius bad foretold/and 
'* my form and tabes became as has* 

* Thefifltanaentered the apartment; i 
4 acquainted her with the truth, attd'f&w 

‘ the my of pleafhre brighten over Hep' 
brow. “ My beloved Kheraffim, 7 * 

‘ fhe tried,herelCcTg t g-w e theipcHbn 
“ Tof-him who is no mere. .Let uh fcflV 
94 'ten up this quarter -of’ the ffeiaglfo, 
44 ‘and apporitt flaves to gqard it, white 

«be homage of thy^s? 
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V pie, and the adoratidn of thy love. 
44 But firft, lend me thy hand, and I 
44 will guide thee to the fecret vault 
41 where the royal treafures lie concealed, 
44 where the fceptre and the diadem are 
44 depofited." I acquiefced with her 
4 will, and (he conduced me—Oh, 
4 (hepherd, be not (educed by the pro- 
- 4 mites of Ambition !—Innumerable 
4 (lairs we defcended, never lightened 
.* by the face of day, and lped through 
4 ten apartments, in each of which a 
4 fingW lamp was burning; till at the 
. 4 farther end of the lall we were (lopped 
4 by an iron door, againft which the ful- 
4 tana knocking, it was inftantly opened 
4 by a black (lave, who clofed it vio- 
4 lently on our entrance.—Oh l gentle 

• Mozarad, why am not I permitted to 
4 fay farther to thee ? The fecret of that 

• chamber none may reveal.. I found 
4 Ambition a u aitrefs; her counfellings 
4 poifon, and her promifes a dream. 
4 Twenty years have I fince exifted; ten 
4 on this rock, endeavouring to expiate 
4 my guilt, by deterring others from lif. 
4 tening to her dictates; and bewailing, 
4 alas! the partner of my youth, who 
4 pierced the accurfed limits of the pa- 
4 lace with her infant child, in fearchof 
4 the wretched Khoraflan. Oh, youth! 
4 fuffer not my accents unprofvtably to 
4 found in thine ear: forget not what I 
4 have revealed to thee, and truft to my 
4 experience. The hour of morning 
4 meditation calls me hence 5 but when 
4 evening cads her long (hades over the 
4 valley beneath, 'and thy flocks are at 
4 reft in the field, then ftill let me be- 
4 hold thee here, and ltrengthen thee 
4 farther againlt the wiles of the foe of 
4 men.’ 

Thus ended Khoraflan, and turned 
away from the mufmg (hepherd, who 
hung a long while fufpended, uncertain 
which courfe to purfue. The myftery 
of the eleventh chamber awakened his 
utmoil curiofity. He earneftty wifhed 
to explore the lecrets of it; and at length 
bethought himfelf of this argument in 
favour of what he defired. * Khoraf- 
- 4 fan,’ he exclaimed, * has there met 
4 with difficulties, which he was either 
4 too weak to fubdue, or too fearful to 
4 brave; and in what ourfelves have fail- 
4 ed, we love not that others ftiould have 
4 a chance to fucceed.' Thus reafoned 
the foolilh Mozarad, who beheld every 
©bjeX in a falfe light; and at length 
differed the enticement; of the Genius 


to overcome the friendly advice of the 
fage. He hefitated no more ; but de¬ 
fcended the rock with liafty (leps, and 
reached the outer gate of the royal gar¬ 
dens, from whence, at his requeft, he 
was brought before the chief eunuch, 
and admitted to labour as a Have be¬ 
neath the windows of theferaglio. Three 
nights he fung near the lodgings of the 
favourite fultana, a daughter of her who 
had feduced Khoraflan; and, on the 
third, was noticed for the melody of his 
voice. The next evening, a (lave of the 
beautiful Zalima cauie where he fat, and 
bade him ariie and follow her. He went, 
and was conduced to the prefence of the 
favourite; who, by her charms, finally 
fteeled him againft the calls of virtue and 
the reproofs of confidence. Their con¬ 
nexion lifted not long; for foon Moza¬ 
rad, anxious to receive the talifmanthat 
was to fufpend the powers' of the fuitan, 
formed the fatal wi(h of Khoraflan. 
The Genius attended at his word, and 
he with trembling eagernefs accepted her 
refent. Impatient to prove it's virtue, 
e flew immediately to the pavilion where 1 
Zamrin he knew*was retired, and pro- 
ftrating himfelf before him, touched 
him with the magick inftrument. The ' 
eflfeX anfwered his expectation; he be¬ 
held the fuitan fmk infen Able, and then 
haded to the apartment of Zalima, to 
communicate his fuccefs, and the change 
of his form; for the fecret of the talif- 
man he had acquainted her with before. 

She blefled the friendly Genius, over¬ 
whelmed the devoted Mozarad with 
careftes, and inftantly offered to condu& 
him where the treafures of the crown 
were concealed. The heart of the new 
fuitan beat high at her words. Filled 
with hope and courage, he gave her his 
hand; and, winding through an alley 
which lie had never obferved before, 
they reached the flairs, and haftened 
through the ten gloomy vaults. At fight 
of the iron door his courage increafed, 
and his hopes beamed anew. He impa¬ 
tiently knocked; and the black (lave 
opening to them, they entered, when the 
door inftantly clofed. Mozarad then 
looked around him, and beheld, with a 
tranfport not to be defcribed, by the 
light of torches that equalled in num¬ 
ber the planets of the heavens, riches ex- ! 
ceedingthe utmoft limits of his thought. 
Crowns, feeptres, jewels, ingots of gold, 
and mbuntams of filver, met his eye oh 
every fide, and whelmed him in a lea of 
delight. 
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Ac Hgh t. * Oh, treacherous Khoraf- 
« fahV he then exclaimed) 4 how wouldft 

* thou hare milled me V So fpaaking, 
he advanced towards the crown, his 
favourite objed; and, feizing it, was 
going to place it on his head: when the 
ground he ftood on (hook, and a fudden 
blaft anting, blew out every taper but 
one, which faintly gleamed, and pre- 
fented to the fight of the terrified (hep- 
herd, inftead of the diadem he had grafpr 
ed, a human fkull. Where before (hone 
the treafures, human bones lay fcattered; 
where the fultana had flood, the form of 
an old and loathfome female appeared) 
and a fcorpion, armed with innumerable 
Rings, fupplied the place of the Have. 
Mozarad funk opprefled j but the tor¬ 
tures they indited foon arouzed him. 
He bewailed his fortune, they reproached 
hmi) he drove to efcape, and they bound 
him to the floor. Of all his grandeur, 
nothing remained but the form and the 
robes of the Sultan of India. 

For one whole year the wretched 
Mozarad was detained in this dungeon, 
to recal to mind the counfels of the 
friendly Khoraffan, and bewail the 
weakneftes of youth. His fcanty food 
was watered by the tears of remorfe; 
and the fun, as it rofe, fb it fet upon his 
lameritings. One night he was rouzed 
from his unquiet reft by the ihriekings 
of a female voce, that leemed to proceed 
from fome one very near him. He 
ftarted up, for they had not continued 
his fetters; the hag was (lumbering on 
the ground, and the fcorpion offered not 
to prevent him. He went to the door; 
atod, liftening,difcovered that the founds 
of diftrefs he had heard came from the 
adjoining vault. On which, undeli¬ 
berating, he gently Hole the key from 
his deeping perfecutrefs, and after turn¬ 
ing the lock, beheld in the tenth cham¬ 
ber an aged woman of majeftick appear¬ 
ance, and a beautiful (lave, with whom 
a young man, clad in royal robes, 'was 
Rruggling. * Unmanly wretch !* cried 
Mozarad, 4 defift/ At the found of his 
voice, the young man ftarted in aftonifh- 
ment, and fudaenly exclaiming — 4 My, 

* father V left his terrified prey, and 
fled. The (lave proftrated herfelf before 
the imaginary lultan. 4 O mighty lord,* 
die cried, 4 by miracles reftored, proted’ 

* thy fervant*/— 1 * Nor withold/ con¬ 
tinued the elder form, 4 that freedom 
•- thou haft promiled fo long /— 4 Be 

* free,* returned the already captivated 

VOL. II. 


Mozarad. 4 I will inftantly lead y« 

• forth/ So replying, he conduced 
them through the vaults, and by the 
winding alley led them into the courta 
of the palace; from whence, concealed by 
the gloom of night, they made their 
efcape from the city, and crofting^ the 
plain, began to afeend the rock. The 
(hepherd now enquired of his wondering 
companions the meanmg of what he had 
lately wltneffed ) and was anfwered by 
the aged (lave, who better fuppreflfed , 
her aftoniftiment at his proceeding than 
the other, that on his fuppofed death r 
the young fultan his fon, became eoa- 
moured of her daughter Azora, had re- 
fufed them the freedom that hehimfelf 
had promifed) and, after Apeated per¬ 
fections, had that night come to a re* 
(olution of obtaining by f&rce what had, 
been denied to his requeft. Soon after 
this, they arrived at the cave of Kho- 
raflan, who was fitting at the mouth of 
it on the ground: the moon then (hone 
clear, and he would have proftrated him- 
felf before Mozarad, when his eye 
chanced to mark the features of the aged, 
(lave. 4 Zadira !* he exclaimed) 4 my 
4 wife! Powerful Alla! is it he*? After 
4 twenty years of wretchednefs, do I 
4 again behold the partner of my youth, 

4 the much-loved iufferer for my guiltl 
4 and from him, too, do I receive her, 

4 whole amorous paflion forbade her r£-" 
4 turn with me, when ten years had ex- " 
4 piated the crime I committed agairift 
4 his father** Aftoniftiment filled (he 
bread of the fuppofed fultan, while 
Zadira embraced her hulband, and the 
young Azora wept for joy. Thus,- at 
they mingled their tears, and the Ihep- 
herd gazed with wonder, a celeftial form, 
dad in robes of light, fuddenly ftood 
before them. 4 Mozarad,’(he exclaimed, 

4 I am the Genius Gelmoffar. I have 
4< watched over ^hy ways, and would 
4 before now have fixed thee happy* 

4 hadft thou not liftened to thedeluiions 
4 of Ambition. Thy misfortunes now 
4 are overpufled, for thy good adion 
4 has expiated thy guilt. His own form 
4 is at this inftant returning to the Sul- 
4 tan of India, and thou appeared as the 
4 (hepherd of the valley of Kedar. With 
4 this inftrudion I leavef1.ee: Therein 
4 no Genius equal ir. wifdom to Alla, 

4 the Lord of heaven j and whoever 
4 would incite thee to alter the lot he hat 
4 marked out for thee, would, either 
1 through ignorance or evil-defigning, 

< C c 1 raillead 
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• miflead thy fteps from the paths of vir- * him the daughter of thy youth, amt 

‘ tyje 'and content to the dungeons, of 4 he will impart happincls to the yfcars* 
4 roifery and guilt, * thou haft yet. to wander among the* 

4 Khpraflan, the heart of Mozarad * children of men.' 

* is corre£led of it’s folly; bellow on 


CONRADE and THERESA; 

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH OF THE CHEVALIER DE ST. 

FLORIAN. 


I N a village of the Margr&yate of Ba- 
reith, in the circle of Franconia, lived 
a peaFant,‘whofe name was Conrade. He 
rented the belt farm in the cWntry; but 
that was the leaft part of his wealth. 
Three girls and three boys,, which his 
wife Therefahad brought him, were al- ( 
ready married. They had children, and 
vyere all of them his inmates, Therefa 
was feventy-eight years of age; he him-, 
felf was eighty. They wete beloved and 
revered by their numerous defendants, 
whofe greateft plealure was to render, 
their dear venerable parents chearfuland 
happy. Temperance and labour had pi e- 
, vented the Infirmities of old age: ierene 
and pleafant were their declining years,. 
Uninterruptedly happy, they praiicd the 
i )ivine Being for his goodnefs, and im-, 
ptored his choiteft blefliiigs on their chil-, 
cfren, 

, One evening, after having fpent the 
day in reaping, the good eld Conrade* 
with Therefa and her family, feated on 
flie turf, were indulging themfelves at 
their own door. They were loft in the 
contemplation of one of thofe fweet fum- 
tner nights which the inhabitant* of ci¬ 
ties never, know. * Obferve,' faid thp 
did man, * how that beautiful Ayr is be- 
9 fprinkled with ftars; fome of which. 
* falling from the heavens, leave hehind 
* them a long train of fire. The moon* 
r concealed behind thefe poplars, (heds a. 
* pale and trembling light, which tinges 
« every obje£fc with it’s uniform and. 
4 equable luftre. The breeze is Hulhed; 
* the trees feem to refpeft the repofe of 
• their feathered inhabitants. Thelin- 
4 net and thrufh deep. with their heads 
• beneath their wings; the ring-dove 
4 and her mate repofe amidft their young, 
4 which have yet no other covering than 
4 the feathers of their mother. Nothing 
4 dillurb; the folemn ftillnefs of the 
* feene, but that difraal and plaintiyc- 


* ferpam which at intervals ai{ails our 

* ears: it is the cry of the owl, theero- 
c blem of the wicked. They watch 

* while others reft; their complaints are 
‘ ipceflaot, and they dread the light of 

* heaven. My deleft children, never 
4 deviate from virtue, and you will be al- 
*’ ways happy. Sixty long years have 
‘ your mother and I enjoyed a happy 

* tranquillity. God grant that noneof 
4 you may ever piuchafe it fo dearly as 
4 we have dpne! * 

A tear flood, in the old man's eye. 
Louifpn, one,of his grand-daughters, 
about ten years did, ran and flung her 
arms ropna his neck. ‘ My dear grand- 
4 papa,' faid (he, ‘you know how plea fed 
4 we are when you tefl us fome pretty 
‘ ftory; how much more delighted 

* fliould we ail be, if you would tell us 

* your own! It is not late, and the 

* evening is fine.’ The ( reft of the fa¬ 
mily feconded the requeft* and formed 
themfelves in a femicircle before their ve¬ 
nerable fire, X'Ouifon fat at his feet, and 
each mother took on her kjiee the child 
whole cries might diftra£l attention. 
They all Jiftened with tender curlofity; 
while the good old man, ftroakingToui- 
fpn's head with one hand, and the other 
locked in the hands of Therefa, thus 
began his hi ftory— 

‘ It is a long time, my children, fined 
4 I was eighteen years or age, and The- 
4 refa fixteen. She was the onlydaugh* 

* ter of Aimar, the ritheft fanner in the 

* country. I was the pooreft peafant 

* in the village; but never perceived it, 
4 till I fell in love with Therefa. I did* 

* all I could to conquer a paflton, which 
4 I knew mull one day or other make 
4 me wretched. My poverty, I was 
4 certain, would be an infurmountable' 

* obftacle to my wilhes ; and that l muff 
4 either renounce Therefa for ever, or 
4 think of feme rocansof becoming* 

* rich. 
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* rich* But, in order to grow rich, I 

* friuft have left the village where (he 
‘ frvecf: that effort I found impofiible 5 

* and I ’offered myfelf as a fervant to her 

* father. 

* I was received; and you may imagine 

* with what alacrity I worked. I loon 
•' acquired the friendfhip of Aimar,and 
€ the tendernefs of Therefa. You, my 

childrep, who know. What it is 

* marry'the dear object of your affec- 
< € tions, have experienced the iftexpref- 

* fibie pfeafure, which is mutually in- 
4 fpirea by every interview, every look, 

* and every action. Our oaflion was re- 

* ciprocaliy ardertt and nncere*. The- 

* reia was in all my thoughts s for her 

* I worked 3 for her I lived 3 and with 
+ her I fondly thought that happinefs 
d would be ever mine. 

9 I was foon undeceived. A fanner 
4 in the neighbourhood afked Therefa 

* fit marriage of her father. Aimar en- 
r quhred how many acres of land the lover 

* poffefled: he found that he was* the very 

* nufband that fuitCd her, and the day 

* was fixed for the fatal union. We' 
4 could nbr perceive a fingle ray of hope. 

* Therefa was to be compelled to be- 
4 come the wife of a man vvhofe pre fence 
4 Ihe could* not endure. /We law but 

* ope way by which an evil, otherwife 

* inevitable, could be avoided: it was 
€ to fly from the habitation of a father 
4 who forgot the tendernefs of paternal 
4 love in the tyranny of arbitrary plCa- 

* fure. 

4 In the middle of the night we left 

* the village.’ I placed Therefa on a 
4 little horfe which one of her uncles had 
r . given her. There was no harm, I 

* faid, in taking it away, finCe it did 
4 not belong to her father. A finall 
f wallet contained our deaths, with a 
41 little money which Therefa had faved. 
•. For my own part, I would take no- 

* thing with me: fo true it is, that Our 
•* youthful virtues are often the offspring 
t of Fancy 3 for while I was robbing a 

father of his daughter, I fcnipled, at 
4 the faitie time, to take the fmalleft 
4 trifle from his houfe. 

* 4 We travelled all night, andatday- 
break, found om lilves on the frontiers 
4 of Bohemia. No longer apprehenfive 
4 of being Overtaken, we flopped in a 
valley, by the fide of one of thofe ri- 
Vvulets of which lovers are fo fond. 

* There fa, alighted ; the. fat befidc meon 

* the gi;afs'j aVfd wc both made a deli** 


4 clous feaft from fome coarie Tefrelh* 
4 ments I had brought with me. When 
4 we had finiftied our tepafl,we next cop* 
4 fidered what fteps it would be necef- 
4 fafy fo purfue. 

4 After a long coftverfation, reckon* 
4 ing our mohey twenty times over, and 
4 eftimatifig the little horfe at it's hightfl 

* Value, we found that the whole of out* 
4 fortune did not amount to twenty du- 
4 cats. Twenty ducats are foon £one! 
4 We refolved, however^ fo make the 
4 beft of Our Way to fome great, town, 
4 where we mightbe lefs expofed in cafe 
4 of purfuit. I again placed Therefa 
4 on her horfe, and we took the road to 
4 Egra. 

4 The Church received us on our ar- 
4 rival, and we were married. The 
4 priefl had the half of our little treafutg 
4 for his kindnefs 5 but no money was 
4 ever given with fuch pleafure. We 
4 fancied that all our misfortunes were 
4 now at an end; and, indeed, we had 
4 actually purcha fed* the happinefs of a 
4 week. 

* At the end of this week, we fold our 
4 little horfe 3 and, at* the beginning of 
4 the lecond month, we had nothing left. 

4 What could be done ? I knew no ait 
4 but that of hulbandry; and the inha* 

4 bitants of great cities look down with, 

4 contempt on the art that feeds them. 

4 Therefa was not better qualified than 
4 myfelf: Ihe was wretched 3 (hetretn- 
4 bled whenever fhe ventured to look 

• forward. We endeavoured to conceal 
4 our fuffen'ngs from each other; a mi* 

4 lery a thoufand times more poignant 
4 than the fufferings themfelvcs. At 
4 length, having no other refource, t 
4 enlifted into a regiment of horle. My 
4 bounty-money I gave to Therefa, who 
4 received it with a flood of tears. 

4 We contrived to fubfifl upon my 
4 pay, and upofi fuch employment a$ 

4 Therefa could procure* At length,* 
4 ‘ (he imade me the happy father of a 
4 chifd;; which endeared 11s Hill more, 

4 if pofiible, to each other. 

4 »It-was you, my dear Ge» f rude : w6 
4 coiifufered you1 a» the pledge of oiif* 

4 conftant love, and the hope of our old 
4 age. We have faid the lame of every, 

4 child that Heaven has lent us, and w» 

4 have never been deceived. You weic* 

4 fent* to nurfe, for my wife could not* 

4 fuckle you : (he was inconfidable on« 

4 the occaiion f (he palled flie live-)ongt 
41 day^vvorking by the fide of your Cfa- 
Cc j * die| 
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4 die; while I endeavoured, by an afi- 
4 duous attention to my duty, to gain 
4 the efteem and friend (hip of my of- 
'ficers. 

4 Frederick, my captain, was only 
4 twenty years of age. He was fupe- 
4 rior to every officer in the regiment in 
4 affability and figure. He conceived a 
4 liking tor me. I related my aclven- 
4 tures to him. He faw Therefa, and 
4 was interefted in our fate. He pro- 
4 mifed that he would write to Aimar in 
4 our favour ; and he gave me his word 
4 that I (hould have my liberty as foon 
•v as he had made my father-in-law my 
4 friend. Frederick had already writ* 
4 ten to our village, but had received no 
4 anfwer. 

. 4 In the mean time, I was furprized 

4 to find that Therefa on a fudden be- 
4 came extremely deje&ed. When I 
• enquired into the reafon, (he gave fome 
4 evafive anfwer, and diverted the con- 
4 yerfation to her father. Little did I 
€ imagine that Frederick himfelf was 
4 the foie occafion of her melancholy. 

* This young man, with all the ar- 
4 dour incident to youth, could not ob- 
4 ferve the charms of Therefa without 
4 emotion. His virtue was too weak to 
4 relift the fuggeftions of his paflion.' 
4 He knew our misfortunes, he knew 
4 how much we depended upon him, 
4 and was prdumptuous enough to give 
4 Therefa to underftand what reward 
4 he expe&ed for his patronage. My 
4 wife could not fnpprefs her indignation 
4 at fuch an offer; but, knowing my 
4 temper to be both violent and jealous, 

4 fhe witheld the fatal fecret, while I 
4 continued to be profufe in the praifes 
4 of my captain's generofity and friend- 
4 ffiip. 

•* One day, coming off guard, and re- 
4 turning home to my wife, who fhould 
4 appear before my aftonifhed eyes but! 

4 Aimar! 44 At laft I have found thee!’* 

4 exclaimed he* 4< infamous ravifher, 
44 reftore my daughter!” I fell at his 
4 feet; I endured the firft fury of his 
, 4 anger. 'My tears began tofottenhim; 

4 he confented to hear me. I did not 

endeavour to vindicate myfelf. The 
44 deed is done,” faid I; “ Therefa is 
•' mine; fhe is my wife. My life is 
a in yom/hands; inflift what punifh- 
44 ment you pleale on me; but forgive 
44 your child, forgive your only daugh-. 
44 ter; let t\pr npt perifh the viftim of 
° grief.” At that inftant| infteasl of 


condu&ing him to Therefa* lied him 
4 to the houle where you, my dear Ger- 
4 trude, were at nurfe. 44 Come,” 

4 added I; 44 come and view one. more 
44 to whom you mu ft extend your pity.'* 

4 You were in your cradle; you were 
4 faft afleep; your countenance the pic- 
4 ture of innocence and health. Aimar 
4 gazed upon you; the big tear flood in 
4 his eye. I took you in my arms; I 
4 prefented you to him. 44 This, too, 
44 is your cnild,” laid I. You awoke; 
4 and, as if infpired by Heaven, you 
4 fmiled full upon him, and extending 
4 your little arms, got hold of his whits 
4 locks, which you twined about your 
4 fingers, and drew his venerable' face 
4 towards you. Aimar fmothered you 
4 with kifles, and caught me to his bo- , 
4 fom. 44 Come/* laid he, 44 my Ton, 
44 fhew me my daughter;” extending 
4 one hand to me, and holding you in 
4 his other arm. You may imagine 
* with what joy I brought him to our 
4 houfe. 

4 Apprehenfive that the fudden fight 
4 of her father might be too much for 
4 Therefa, I left Aimar, ?t foroe dif- 
4 tance from the houfe, in order to pre- 
4 pare her for the tender interview. I 
4 opened the door, ahd the firft obje& I 
4 faw was Frederick with Therefa, who 
4 was exerting all her ftrength to efcape 
4 from his bale attempts. In a moment 
4 my fward was in tus body. He fell; 

4 the blood gufhed out; he pierced the 
4 air with a cry of anguifh; the houfe 
4 was full in a minute. The guards 
4 entered; my fword was ftill reeking; 

4 they feized me; and the unfortunate 
4 Aimar juft arrived to fee his fon-in* 

4 law loaded with irons. 

4 I embraced him; I recommended 
4 to him my wife and mv helplefs child* 

4 and then followed my comrades, who 
4 faw me lodged in a deep dungeon. 

4 I remained there, in the rooft cruel 
4 fufpence, three days and three nighte., 
c I was ignorant of Therefa’s fate. I (aw. 

4 nobody but an unrelenting gaoler, who. 

4 to atl my queftions anfwered, that I, 

4 need not trouble myfelf about any. 
*' thing, for that, in a very few hours, 

4 fentence of death would be pronounced. 
4 ' upon me. 

4 The third day, the doors of raypri-, 

4 fon were flung open. I toas ordered, 

4 to walk out; a detachment waited for, 

4 me; I was inftantly funounded, and, 

4 conduced to-the parade. At a dif- , 
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* tancr I perceived the regiment drawn 
4 up, and the horrid preparations for 

* my execution. My Therefa, and 

* you, my Gertrude, rufhed on my dif- 
4 traced mind. I arrived at the fatal 

* foot. 

* My fentence was read; foe execu- 

* tioner was preparing for the fatal 

* blow, when fome fuddeit and piercing 
4 cries retrained his arm. I once more 

* dared round, and faw a figure, half 
4 naked, endeavouring to make way 
■ 4 through the guards., It was Frede- 
4 rick. 41 Friends," exclaimed he , 44 1 
44 am the guilty man; I alone deferve 
<4 death: pardon the innocent! I 
41 wifhed to fedtice his wife: he pu- 
44 niihed me; he did what was juft 5 you 
44 muft be favages if you attempt his 
44 ;life." The colonel of the regiment 

* flew to Frederick, in order to com- 

* pofe him. He pointed out the law 
4 which decreed death again ft every fol- 

* dier that fhould raifc his hand againft 

* his officer. 44 I was not his officer," 
4 cried Frederick; 44 I had given him his 
44 liberty the evening before, under my 
44 hand. He is no longer in your 
44 power." The aftoniffied officers af- 
4 fembled together. Frederick and Hu - 


4 inanity were my advocates: r was led 
4 back to urifon. Frederick: wrote t» 
4 the minifter, accufed hhnfelf, foli- 
4 cited my pardon, and obtained it. 

4 I went with Therefa and Aimar, 
4 to throw myfelf at the feet of the man 
4 who, from being the author of foch 
4 ftveve though momenta™ miftry, was 
4 now become our benefactor ana deli- 
4 verer. He confirmed the prefent of 
4 my liberty, which he wifhed to en- 
4 hance by others that we would net ac- 
4 cept. We returned to the village; 
4 where the death of Aimar has made 
4 me mafterof all he poftefTed; and whert 
4 Therefa and I (hall finifh our days in 
4 happinefs and peace, in the midft of 
4 you, my children, and thefe deaur 
4 pledges of your love.* 

His children had crept dole to their 
venerable fire during this affecting nar- 
rative; and, when it was finifhed, they 
were ftill in a liftening attitude, foe tears 
trickling down their cheeks. 4 Bo 
4 happy,' faid the good old man; 4 Hea- 
4 ven has abundantly rewarded me in 
4 your loye.* He then embraced them 
all round; Louilon killed him twice; 
and all the happy people withdrew for 
the night. 


» THE 

NAT URAL HISTORY 

or THE 

*'■ PHUSALOPHAGOS, OR TOAD-EAT\ER; 

, A NEW VARIETY OF THE HUlvfAN SPECIES. 

IN A LETTER FROM A CELEBRATED NATURALIST, AT MADRID. 


I Havcbeen at all poffible pains to dif- 
cover, by meaps of thofephilofopbers 
and travellers here who are belt ac¬ 
quainted with Africa, whether any traces 
ftill remain of that fpesies of men of 
Whom your learned countryman has 
taken notice, mentioned by Agathar- 
chides and Sir Francis Drake, called the 
A*g**o$*yoi, Grafs hopper-eaters, or, as I 
incline to renter the word, Locufi-eaters^ 
but hitherto my enquiries have met with 
qo degree of fuccefs. Though pnfuc- 
cefsfuC they have pot, however, been 
unprodufliyei as, in the courle of my 
fearch after that -fpecies, I have met with 
Very well authenticated relations of ano¬ 
ther variety of foe human kind, ftill ex* 


tant in that country, which I think has 
not been taken notice of by either of foe 
above-mentioned authors, unlefs you 
fuppofe it to be the fame with that of the. 
Axgttajabove-mentioned, or perhaps 
with the 1 x 9 v 9 $ayoi f or Fijb-eaters, re-, 
corded alfo by Agatliarchides, and 
copied from him by Diodorus, and fome 
other later writers. THe variety I mean 
is that of the >-a\o<pay<n, or Toad-eater*! 
of which I proceed to give you a parti-' 
cular account, which I have been, hap¬ 
pily, not only enabled to coiled! from tnc 
report of fome voyagers who had vifited 
their country, but have adlually had an 
opportunity of examining one nwfelti 
which i$. norir hosponeffion of that 

illuftruJUS 
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lluftrimli And munificent patron of the 
arts, Don Gabriel dc Crapolino, who 
had hi* from a learned pried of the 
order of Jefos, feveral years a roi/Bonary 
gi Africa, whole account alio makes up 
» conhderablc part of my relation. 

^ The Phofalophagos, or Toad-eater, 
though found in different degrees of la¬ 
titude, is a native of •warm climates 
only* and fetms to he of the migrating 
kind, who change their rtfidence accord¬ 
ing to the difference of times and rea¬ 
sons. In his original date, he appears, 
as indeed it is highly probable all fa- 
vages are, inclined to creep or walk on 
all-fours ; and the habit of walking erett 
or ftraight is only an acquired one, which 
items uneafy to him ; and therefore he 
takes every opportunity of returning to 
His former grovelling or bending pof- 
tttre. Indeed, from iome anatomical 
obfervations which the above-mentioned 
learned Jefuit had an opportunity of 
making on the body of one who had 
-died, it appears that Nature has fitted 
them more for this pofture than for any 
other. The mufcle, called by anato¬ 
mies biceps-cruris, by which tlie leg is 
bent,, appeared to have been much en¬ 
larged by conftant ufe; whereas the 
kttgij/imus dorfi , by which the back is 
kept tlraight and ere&, was of no ftrength 
at all; the elevators alfo of the upper 
eye-lid, called by fome anatomift* the 
'mufeuli admirationis , were capable of 
great extenfion, and feemed to have been 
in conftant ufe, whieh may be likewife 
accounted for from the prone pofition of 
the body, natural to this fpecits. The 
width of the throat or fwallow was alfo 
remarkable; with which Nature un¬ 
doubtedly provided them, in confedera¬ 
tion of the kind of food on which they 
fubfilh 

His forehead, like that of the natives 
of Aracan, was flat and large, and pro¬ 
bably had been made fb by an operation 
fimilar to what the inhabitants of that 
country pra&iie on their children j to 
wit, by prefling a plate of lead on their 
foreheads immediately after their birth : 
for in that one differed by theraiflionary, 
ifie os frontis was exceedingly thick and 
bard, and feemed capable of fuftaining 
Very great violence without any material 
iptpremon. 

Like the Inhabitants of the Friendly 
files, they ufe a liquor made of the fpittle 
of others, called by our late circumna¬ 
vigators cava, which the Fbufaiaphagj 


fwallow either in if s natural ffete, of, 
like the Otaheiteans, in a ftate of fer¬ 
mentation. Indeed, they do not at all 
referable the l&hwophagi, or Fifh-eaters, 
in the cii'cumftance of. living entirety 
without drink, as they feem, on the con¬ 
trary, veiy much inclined to drinking; 
like the Fifh-eaters, however, as Diodo¬ 
rus reports them, it muft be comeffed, 
they have very little fenfe of the r$jt*xot, 
or the t« wfiiroijr— the beautif ul or the de¬ 
cent. One inftance of this the learned 
Father gave me; that, asffar as he had 
been informed, or could perceive, they 
have no objection—»as, indeed, is the 
cuitom among feveral other favage na¬ 
tions—to an union with a female whs 
has formerly had an illicit intcrcourfe 
with the other fex; but on the contrary, 
like the Tartars and Tongufians, often 
prefer fuch to all others. 

The agility of this fpecies, like that 
of the Acndophagi, is amazing. That 
one whom I faw in the pofleffion of the 
noble perfon above-mentioned, would 
fkip over chairs and tables, at a fignat 
given, with the moft amazing alertnrf?. 
In this they referable a good" deal the 
monkey tribe, as well as in their faculty 
of imitation, in which my informer told 
me they excel in a very wonderful de¬ 
gree. Their ftrength, likewife, the mif¬ 
fionary reported to be very uncommon: 
he fays he has feen fome of them bear 
to be loaded with burdens that would 
have wearied'h Dorter of Bafiora. 

This one haa learned the ufe of fpeech, 
though not to a very high degree of per¬ 
fection ; and, indeed, his natural pro¬ 
pensity feemed to be rather to liften; yet, 
with that inclination to filence which is 
common to man in a favage ftate, He did 
not feem to have the melancholy caft of 
either the Orang Outang, or the other 
varieties of uncultivated mankind; on 
the contrary, He had a mirthful dilbofi- 
tion, or at lead a facility of laughing 
and Teeming merry, beyond any thing 
that could have been imagined of one in 
his fituation. 

He had, by the time I faw him, per¬ 
fectly loft all inclination and rdijfh fbr 
his former manner of living, and was by 
no means averfe to the delicacies of re¬ 
fined cookery : his' tafte-, however, was 
far from being acute, as at rimes he ap¬ 
peared highly to" relifh, and to be ex¬ 
tremely fond of very indifferent fare, 
when it was fet before him 'by his ma¬ 
tter* According to tlje taiffionary, his" 
countrymen. 
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countrymen, like the Bedas of Ceylon, 
have a cuftom of fealoning every thing 
with honey; a practice which accord¬ 
ingly this particular one at Don Ga¬ 
briel’s ft ill continued: and his Excel¬ 
lency, as well as fomeof his guefts, allured 
me they found it very palatable. 

• Like his. tafte in this itiftancC, his 
other fenfesappear to befubieCtto much 
uncertainty. His feeing and hearing 
are at fome times remarkably acute* at 
others, he ferns hardly to peffefs thofe 
faculties at all! Like the Chacrelas, in 
the ifland of Java, his fight is generally 
much Quicker in the night than the day¬ 
time* and the later the hour, it appears 
to be the clearer and the more diftinCt. 
Like fome other favages, he (Vems to de¬ 
light in mufick; though his diferimina- 
rion of founds, as might beiexpefted, is 
not very nice. His patron, Don Gabriel, 
plays on the viol de gamba but very in¬ 
differently ; and yet he feemsmore pleafed 1 
with the found of this inftriimenti than 
with that of fome others played by the 
ableft mufleians of the king’s opera. 

The powers of his mind feem to be of 
a very limited fort. He does not, how¬ 
ever, appear to be naturally fty dull as 
ftjme of his countrymen, of whofe ftu- 
pidity Charlevoix gives remarkable in¬ 
stances; who, according to his account, 
cannot count beyond the number 3. 
Though I never had occasion to try his 
conception of numbers in it’s utmoft ex¬ 
tent, I faw that he could very readily 
number the guefts at Don Gabriel’s table, 
who often greatly exceeded the above de¬ 
nomination, or even the dirties, which 
were ftill more numerous. He refembles 
thofe natives of Guinea more nearly in 
another particular; he, as Father Char¬ 
levoix tells us of them, feems very fel- 
dom to think fpontaneoufly. In point 
of memory, however, he differs widely 
from thofe natives of Guinea, of whicn 
faculty he feems endowed with a won¬ 
derful ‘proportion. When he had learn¬ 
ed enough of the Spanifti language to be 
able to hold a converfatron eatily, he 
gave many inftances of a memory ex¬ 
ceedingly tenacious, and often remem¬ 
bered things which had happened to Don 
pabriej, or which Dpn Gabriel related. 


though nobody elfe had the moftdiftant 
recollection of them. 

^ Nor was he more diftinguifhed from, 
that fpetie's mentioned by Charlevoix in 
memoiy, than in patience and temper. 

* Though puflefTed of little genius,* 
fays, that traveller, * thefe G dnea ne.- 
“ groes are extremely acute in their feel- 

mgs. According to the manner in 

* which they are treated, they are lively* 

* or melancholy, laborious or'flo'hfuI, 
friendly or hoftile. When well fed 

c and not ill-treated, they are content- 
f ed; chearful, and ready for every Cm- 

* ployment; but when ill ufed and op* 4 
<r prefled, they grow fulien, and ofterf 
<c die of melancholy. Of injuries, a.* 
‘ well as of benefits, they are ektrerndy 
‘ fenfible* and againft thofe whoiitjur^ 

* them they bear a moft implacable ha^ 
tred.’ The very ixvtrfe of all thiV 

feems to be the temperament of the Phu-; 
falophagos. He is extremely patient 
Under harfh ufage, infenfible to injuries: 
and is equally chCarful and ready for any 
employment when ill as when well treat¬ 
ed; with the exception, however ,of goocf 
feeding, which feems neceflary ’to him 
ift commoil with the Guinea men. 

* I have thus endeavoured to give you* 
as particular a detcriptiorr of the oiftirf- 
gurfhing charaCterifticks of this fpecies,’ 
as the accounts I could rely on, or my* 
own obfervation could fmnifh irie with. 
But as I know how far fhort any te-* 
cital, how copious or exaCl loever, falls' 
of an aCtnal examination, I am not 
withbdt hopes of being able to afford 
you an opportunity of examining a fpe- 
cimen of the Phulalophagi yourfelf, by 
means of fome of our merchants who 
have opportunities of correlpondencc 
with Africa. But as the keeping of 
one, I am informed by Don Gabriel’s 
maitne d’hote!, is fomewhat expenfive, 
you will be kind enough to inform me 
in your next, whether thereis any indit 
vidual naturalift who would be defifouS 
of fuch a prefent: rf your acquaintance 
does not furnifh fuch a perfon, it may 
be as well that I feitd him, not to enrich 
any private collection, but to the Pre* 
fident or Vice-Prefident of the Royal py 
Antiquarian Society. 
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THE POWER OF BEAUTY. i 

, . A -SPANISH NOVEL. . 1 

T HERE are few things in which fo -that his tender bread foon acknow* i 

the ideas of mankind fo greatly ledged the foft empire of love. The i 

divert as in thofe refpe£ting love. Some charms of the fair Angelica made an j 

yield themfelve* fo entirely to the foft impreflion on his heart. He loft for | 

empire of Cupid, that they imagine her a liberty otherwife fo precious; and j 

every lady they meet ought to become, felt for her all that a tender lover can j 

the object #f their wiGies, and that they fefcl. His foul enkindled with a lively j 

have an undoubted right to feek thepof- ardour the very firft time he- faw her, 1 , 

fHfion of her charms : while others, .on and his indulgence to the firft emotions , 

the contrary, quite infenfible to this of his paflion foon fanned the fparkto a | 

pfeafing paflion, feem incapable of mak- ftame. However, he made no myftery )\ 

ing any diftin&ion between beauty and- of his love, but took the firft opportunity ,, 

deformity. Souls without the minuted of difclofing it to the fair-one who caufed i, 

fenfe of delicacy, who look upon women his fmart. Angelica, eparaoured with 1 

as an imperfect creation, infinitely be- his virtue and merit, was far from be- ]i 

low the dignity of man; fouls deferving ing difpleafed with this declaration : fee j 

the epithet of hereticks in love; and who did not, however, let* him perceive, at,firft, 

not only refufe to fubmit to this deity, that (he had any inclination for him; but, , 

,but alfo laugh at his power, and turn to on the contrary, armed herbeautiful eyes , 

derifion the tender exprefiions a lover with di(Ternbled anger and difdain, the { 

makes ufe of to depi&ure his flame, better to make proof of his finCfcrity, 

Yet it often happens, that the(p very he-* which (he found real. Satisfied, there- 

teticks, forgetful of their former ienti- fore, with his love and conftancy, it is pro- 

ments, become a thoufand times more bable lhe would immediately have united 

deeply enamoured than thofe who have her deftiny to his, had not iome family j 

been the fubje&s of their ridicule. reafons put her under a neceflity N of , 

Don Carlos and Don Juan were bo- deferring that happinefs. which Don | 

tom friends: they were born in the fame Juan was fo anxious to be poflefled of. 

-city; brought up in the fame boufe; and, This delay, however, far from quenching 

having ft tidied together in the fame col- the chafte fire that burned within their 

lege, had contra&ed a fincere and ardent bofoms, added frcfh fuel to the flame, 

friendftiip. But though thefe young Let us now give the portrait of Don 
men jwere fo ftvi&ly united in the bonds Carlos. He was one of the hondiomcft 
of amity, their humours and inclinations cavaliers the city of Madrid could boaft; 
were diametrically oppofite. and the accompliihments of bis mind 

Don Juan was well made} his ftature were not inferior to thofeof his body. He, 

femewhat above the middle fize, his air not only profefledan extreme indifference 

eafy, and his appearance engaging. He for the moft beauteous of the other fex, 

was civil and courteous in his deport- but affe&ed to treat them with the ut- 

mentl his temper was affable and good, moft difdain : he ridiculed their little 

humoured; he was always willing to foibles without mercy; and laughed hear- 

x>blige thofe to whom he could be of any {ily at thofe who, as he exprefled it, were 

fei vice: his wit was ready, and rendered weak enough to become the. slaves of 

(till more brilliant by, a natural fund of women; in ihort, he imagined that he 

good fenfe improved by the politeftedu- himfelf would always enjoy the liberty 

cation. In fliort, he was in pofleflion of of loving, or not loving, a* he thought 

numberlefs good qualities, which made fit. 

him appear in the world with more than Such wereDon Carlos and Don Juan; 

common luftre, and gained him admirers when Dsn Carlos, who ^ridiculed the < 
even among the fair-fex. Every one who amour of his friend, and raillied him 
was acquainted with him, charmed with daily on thc^ tendernefs he exprefled for 
Jiistmerit, teftified the greateft efteem Angelica, fuddenly loft all his mirth 
Jor him. He was far from infenfible; and vivacity, became thoughtful and 

melancholy* 
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if, art chawgsi hit feme* 
gayandfeftire oonujaniint far the moct 
MM and fcfemn fariety of fee iiflRui- 
gade. Don Jinn, aftoiifeod at fifed- 
dm a change fa las temper, was at a 
lofesotefeorer tfcccaufe* beeompbfeied 
m Me friend of fa <Mnle a 
and conjured him, by fee tree of fee4 
Ifialiip, toddcovertbe cawfeof hfs 
mixwty * bat bv could Obtain no odu£ 
sufrtr than a figh, or an* Alter 
fba Joan, h aw t f i alarmed to fee hi* 
friend buried ih fo deep a mehmcholy', 
wa* net to be put off by a flight refeftf; 
and} jtdgmr frem his comoA, that; 
faaaiwg of the faff importance mUft 
ba t e happ ene d to exafe fo unaccountable 
a change m hit temper, endeavoured tb 
e flfrp a t e hit feagrin by engaging Hid 
i* cfaiy pofrble cftrerfion} but Don 
Castas could findno reBih in plealW, 
Ired feUftned company mom than evei'. 
Don Juan finding bis mcbmeholv daily 
fn&reafe, prrifedhim again to maIce him 
the partner of iris grief; but hit attempt 
proving vain, he nod recourft to ftrata- 
faa< Ha had obfemd didt Don Car¬ 
lo# often retired into a fhady thicket; not 
€*r dHtant from the city; thither he 
watched him one day, in ortfer, if pof- 
fiible, to eolkd from his feiiloquy the 
•cafioh of hi» forrow,. and refelted to 
nd tngfl de r all the afliftance in his power. 
PonCarkrt littlefnfpe&ingthat his friend 
mm (b near him, after heating a deep 
fmh from the bottom of his' bread, and 
giving free coutfe to a torrent of tears, 
uncl a im ed * What a wretch am II 
Lorettas taken afevere revenge for the 
Contempt with which I treated him'. 
Ahul to my farrow, I am riow fetifi- 
•ble of his power. He loftens my 
bread for the mod charming <>bje& 
the Ain ever beheld} but, at the fame 
time, (Itch her baton, and renders her 
indexible s (he treats me with the ut- 
sbft rigour, die didlairrs my paflfion^ 
(heregards me only as an irapoftor; 
read, under theft? cme! ctrciimftances, 
toy pride and my Indifference abandon 
me. Love'alone reigns triumphant 
is tnybrtaft, and compels me ro figh 
for her who laughs at my mifery. 
Alys? wai^efer misfortune equal to 
Shall'I rtotbecobre the ridi¬ 
cule of dll my frtebds who arc ac- 
qnainvedwkh my former fentimetits? 
Let/iffinhuman taHtreft treat me ever 
lb omeHy, no one will pity the -pangs 
I endure* 1 fowldtfUfim if feme 


Vft 


4 coxfeMon, in feemttft of nfy to*. 

* mem, if my Mrifion might remain x 
4 ‘ fecret to the reft of mankind} but the 
4 cruel fair-one will feel too fen Able a 
4 fkafere in publiftring it to the world* 

4 O happy indifference 1 ktvahufefc 
4 Mhertyl tnat I vairity imagined I could 
4 nre ftm for ever, Why do ye noea£» 

4 ford me your aflttbmce? way will ye 
4 not return, and bamfrfrom my heart 
4 apafliod fefatal tomyquiet? Butin 
4 vain do I court yes Lore, who hat 
4 nfapid year throne, is too powerful* 

4 potentate^ and, offended that you bare 
4 lb long been rebellious to his dominion, 

4 takes now his Ample 'revenge. How 
4 I envy thy happinefs, dear Don Juan, 

4 whom I have fo often raiDied* Yon 
4 fubmitted to the fofp fwayof Cupid 
4 without refiftance; and the little god 
4 lavifhet his favours on you as a friencf, 

4 while he treats me with all the rigour 
4 of an implacable enemy. O, he not 
4 offended at my (fence 5 frame ties ub 
4 my tongue, and foibidsme to difcfoie 
4 a fecret I frould bhith to reveal.^ Let 
4 me fifffer, fmee I deferve it: remain 
4 ft ill ignorant of my naflion, and let 
4 me enjoy thepoor fatisra&ion of chmk- 
4 ing you have not difeovered my weak- 
4 nefe.’ Don Juan, whofe tender heart 
iymparirized in the diftrefe of his friend*, 
now quitted his concealment, ran to 
embrace him, and teftified the joy he ex’- ' 
perienced in finding his friend's fenti- 
ments To congenial with his own. He 
afltued him that he (hared m his afflic¬ 
tion; and that, tf he would repofe con¬ 
fidence enough in him to difdofe the 
name of the lady, he would do every 
riling in his power to bring his furrows ' 
to a happy ooncHifio*. He reprefeme^l 
to him, riiat if he entertained for him 
the fame feiendfrip as formerly, he ought 
not to hide any fecret from one who was 
as part of himfelf; nor need ae blufh tp 
COnreft, that he had offered up h»$ heart 
at the (hrine of beauty. That as to th$ 
fenthnents he had formerly profefTed, hy 
need not fear that the}' would be of any 
prejudice to his amour; but fha», on the 
contrary, the longer he had refifted,. and 
the greater indifference he had teftiffecL 
the mote glorious would be the conquef 
of the fair, who would moft aftircdi 
feel the bigheft fatisfadloa rn fubduing 
a heart Which fo many others had laig 
fiegetoin vam; and that, con fequcnel^ 
he could have no reafan to despair of 
conquering, in hit turn, the wfiftance 
DA 
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•f the fair. He added to thefe To many 
other regions, that he at length prevailed 
on Don Carlos to lay open nis heart to 
kirn.. The furprjzc that the unexpected 
prefence of Don Juan had occaiioned 5 
ihe.fecret of his pailton difcovered by his 
friend, faom whom he had (a carefully 
concealed it | the dread of his raillery or 
reproaches; in (hort, a thoufand diffe*. 
rent thoughts that crouded on his ima¬ 
gination, rendered him, for (bine time, 
incapable of uttering a tollable: but the 
Jcjnd fpeeches of his triend produced 
fuch an effeCt, that, embracing him 
with all the tendemefs the fmcereft 
friendfhip can infpire, he exclaimed— 

* You are too generous, Don Juan; I 

* am unworthy of this teftimony of per- 
4 feCt friendflup. Any one but your- 
4 (elf would have abandoned me to my 
4 fufferings, nor have taken any farther 
4 trouble about a wretch who placed (o 
4 little confidence in his friend* - I con- 
4 fefs I have not a&ed with you as I 
4 ought to have done with'a friend fuch 
f as I knew you to be; but, alas! how 

* hard a tafk was it for me to publifh 
4 my own defeat, after having lb long 
4 withftood the dominion of love! Be- 
4 lieve me, it is <no trivial mortification 
? for a heart vainly efteeming itfelf lord 
4 of it’s liberty, gnd fcorning the bond- 
4 age of others, to* find itfelf on a fud- 
*.den enthralled in the fame chains, 
4 and doomed to experience at once 
4 the (ad effeCts of beauty and difdain. 

* But fince your generofity is great 
4 enough to apologise for him you 
f ought rather to condemn; and, 

* inftead of doing yourielf juftice'for 
4 my farpafms again A your pafllon for 
4 Angelica, you kindly offer me your 
4 ailmance; I will now inform you 
4 what have been the means of producing 
4 fo total a change in my heart. 

* It is now fcarcely a week fmee I 
4 was jetting with you on Love, and his 

* power. You remember what bitter 

4 reflections I threw out againft thofe 
4 who were weak enough to yield to 
4 his fway; and that you told me, 
4 amongolher things, to take care, for 
4 Ilhould be enfnared before I was 

* aware of it. You know how I put 
9 Love to defiance, and braved the 
4 charms of the inoft perfect beauties: 
f in (hort, you knpw vyhat confidence I 
4 placed in my owp ftrength. Alas! 
4 dearfriend, that day was the laft of my 
^liberty t Love had refolved, on the mor- 


4 row; tojmnifh mt for fi> blamc&Ie 
4 an indifference, and load me with 
4 chains as beauteous as cruel* I hap- 
4 penedthat day to be in company with 
4 Tome perfons of either fex: the dif- 
4 courfe, which at firft was general, at 
4 length fell upon Love, and his power; 
4 on the charms of the fair-lex, and the 
4 afcendency tfley gain over mankind* 
4 Every one fpoke his fentiments on the 
4 fubjcCt. I, who placed all my glory 
4 in braving love ana beauty, fpoke my 
4 natural fentiments with the greateft 
4 unconcern imaginable; and gave my- 
4 felf no little trouble to defend my opi- 
4 nion. I took a pleafure in contelhng 
4 with the fair the power they claim over 
4 the heart; and boldly avowed, in their 
4 prefence, that it was to the weaknefs 
4 and pufillanimity of mankind * that 
4 Love was indebted for his conquefts. 
4 I leave you, who atefo well acquainted 
4 with my fentiments, to imagine all 
4 that I (aid on this occafion. Thofe 
4 among the company who were ftran* 
4 gers to me, were aftoniihed at the pe- 
4 culiarity of my fentiments, 4 and looked 
4 upon me undoubtedly as a mod ex- 
4 traordinary perforate. The moment 
4 was' now approaching which was to 
4 put a period to fentiments fo extrava- 
4 gant and unnatural, and effeCt a ft range 
4 revolution in my breaft. I was in the 
4 very heat of my argument, when a 
4 lady, mod exquifitelybeautiful, and 
4 fuch as I had never beheld before, ad- 
4 drefled her difeourfe to me; and look- 
4 ing at me with a fixed and ferious eye, 
4 afked me, if I was well perfuaded of 
4 wh^t I had (aid? Oh, Don Juan^ 
4 what did I feel in that moment! what 
4 aconfliC? paffed in my breaft! 

1 * I remained incapable of making any 
1 reply, and felt at that inftant a fume* 
4 thing I had never felt before. Her 
4 beauty, heightened by a crimfbn blufh 
4 that overfpread her countenance, (per*. 
4 haps, becaufe I gazed at her with an 
4 emotion too eafy to be remarked, and 
4 which it was impoflible for me to hide;) 
4 the argument I had maintained; in 
4 (hort, love, pride, and indifference, 
4 railed fuch a conflict in my foul, that 
4 I knew not what I ought to reply. 
4 While I continued gazing at her in 
4 captures, her fparkling eyes happened 

4 to meet mipe, and I remained quite 
4 . dazzled with their fplendour. Me- 

5 thought. they reproached ( me with in- 
4 fenfiulity, and that I pra$.guilty of an 

. fipjuflice 
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•; iniuftke in refilling lliem the homage 

• of my heart. They Toon conquered 

• what little power of refinance remain* 

• ed; and I was forced to confefs, with 
4 a Sigh, that Loire reigned conqueror. 
4 I threw myfelf at her fed; and, in a 
4 trembling voice, with eyes call down 

• upon the earth, I at length replied— 
44 No, Madam; and if I have hitherto 
44 entertained fo unjuft a thought, im- 
“ pute it not fo much to my inclination, 
44 as to the fatal error that has milled 
“ me. My crime was the effeft of ig- 
44 norance. T was never acquainted 
44 with the power of love; but efteem 

myfelf infinitely happy in owing 
44 my converlion to thofe bright eyes. 
“ Yes, let Heaven be witnefs of the 
44 truth of what I, utter! it is you that 
44 have, in one moment, convinced me 
** of my error; and I freely acknow- 
“ ledge I am not proof againft your 
44 charms. Permit me to offer you an 
44 heart over which you have triumphed; 
44 and whofe greateft happinefs will 
44 ever confift in endeavouring to merit 
44 the efteem of fo accompli filed a lady. 
44 I am frnfible it is unworthy your ac- 
44 ceptance: the only favour I dare hope 
for is, that you frill receive it as the 
44 humbleft of your Haves; too happy, 
44 Should it’s wretched condition be ca- 
44 pable of infpiring you with fome'pi- 
M ty; or that you would enjoin it any 
• 44 talk, to convince you of the fincerity 
44 Of the flame that Cohfumes it.” This 
4 is, as near as I can recolleft, the 
T’lpeech which the violence of my paf- 
VfiOn diftated tb me. I had hardly 
4 thrown myfelf at her feet, when She 

• obliged me to arife; and, when I had 
4 done fpeaking, faid to me, with a 

• countenance expreflive of her fur prize 
—*• Surely, Sir, you give into the moft 
u violent extremities. • Since you have 
“ kept your heart fo long, you are wel- 
44 come to keep it ftill,” Then turning 
4 from>rae, ihe directed her difeourfe to 
4 a friend that fat next her, and left me 
4 in the,greateft embanaffment in the 
4 world. I had not courage enough to 
4 attempt fpeaking to her any more; fo 
‘ that I took leave of the company, to 
4 refle& upon my adventure at leifure. 

• I at firft determined to lay my cafe 
4 before you, and intreat your advice in 
4 thename of our friendship; but when 
4 I called to mind what had paffed be* 
f tween us the preceding day upon the 
< topick of love, Shame denied my words 


o? beauty* ii3 

* an utterance; and, fearful of Incurring 
4 your juft reproach; I refolved to keen 
4 my amour fee ret, till Such time, at 
4 lead, as my lovely, but too inhuman 
4 miftrefs, fhould condefcend to treat 
4 me with lefs rigour. Thus, my de&r 
4 friend, I have informed you of a Secret 
4 which I have fo long time kept hidden 
4 from you; and aifo the motives that 
4 engaged me to filence. I have every 

* day, lince this change has been wrought 
4 upon me, paid a vifit to mv miftrefs,' 
4 to repeat to her the moft Solemn af- 
4 lurances of my love and fidelity; blit 
4 She only turns my paflion into ridicule, 
4 and enjoins me a cruel filence: fo that 
4 I have abandoned all hopes of fucceed- 
4 ing in my amour, and consequently 
4 all hopes of future happinefs. Her 
4 cruelty has not been capable of alter- 
4 ing my affe&ion; and my blifs is Sp 
4 immediately dependant on her fmile, 
4 that I feel I muft be for ever wretched, 

4 unlefs the deity, fo juftly offended at 
4 the outrage offered to his divine power, 

4 Should, in pity to my fufferings, deign 
4 to breathe into her breaft a fpark of 
4 love like mine,’ Don Juan repeated 
to his friend, that he ought not to give 
way to defpair, but endeavour to com¬ 
fort himfelf in the pleafing hope that he 
might yet conquer the inflexibility of 
his fair-one by the conftancy of his 
flame/ He added, that it was ufual witfr 
the ladies to treat their lovers with dif- 

'dain; but that thi^ conduft did not fo 
much proceed frorh any diflike they had 
to receive the addrefles of their admirers, 
as through a prudential motive, to make 
proof of the Sincerity of their love; He 
then defired to be informed of the lady’s 
name. Don Gar!os~toId him her name 
was Lucinda, and that She was a coufin 
of Angelica’s. Don Juan promifed him* 
to employ all the rhetorick he was mafter 
of, to bring his amour to a happy iffue; 
and faid he would make ufe of his in- 
tereft with Angelica, who, he doubted 
not, would willingly join with him in 
the fame defign; whofe folicitations, to¬ 
gether with the merit and conftancy of 
the perfon in whole favour they would 
be made, he was very well affured could 
not fail njeeting with the defired fticcefs. 
They parted upon this, having firft made 
the moft folemn proteftation6 of perfe* 
vering in the moft perfe& amity for each 
other. Don Juan waited immediately 
upon Angelica, to acquit himfelf of the 
promife he had made to his friend; and 
P d 2 thst 
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pfeafoe. iook upon herfeif the talk of city. Don Cark* lad a!Jb dm pica* 
¥>fpiriog her ccrofin with mbre favour- fort to find, that the veteione of Lu* 
hbic fentimeots for her admirer, Don cMa nm far from being averfetothei* 
Carlos t in diort, (be dcpi&ed the virtues union. The nuptials off fkefe kupv 
nf tliin young gentfemaa in fuch lively lovers, wise both celebrated an dm imne 
fokiurt to Lucinda* who was far from day. Don Carlos bfcfled the happy tno r 
entertaining that indifference for him (he meat in winch hie fcelneed Lueindahad 
hsd fo long difiemhled, that die obliged convinced him of bis error, and tew- 
ber to confefs, before (he left her* that* dared him fcnfiWo of the mod twrfca 
her eftcem for hi a was recigroeah and pkafare mortabm* capable of tMmgt 
Love* not cop tent w itb one vidorf *au fed hod Don. Jain* on hi# fide* coald tide 
the pride which had hitherto lorded it inr cafeadmiring fofnddhm % change. The 
her bread* to yield to more tender fenti-> buiie#,too* ntiefted with pride on dm 
vnentii and, to render the hoppmcfe of power of their charm f and beheld 
tnofe lows com pleat* obviated every themfelres with pleafimr united tu buf. 
obdade that fcmtd to oppofe their bands of fioch dcftingusdicd merit* who 
union. Don Juan obtained the content made all their own Happinefe coofit hi 
of Angelica's relations, which had been promoting the felicity of their dear ct»- 
hitherto redded hinn* and thus became aeftton*. 


THE 

CREDULOUS CHALDEAN. 

AN ORIENTAL ANECDOTE. 

BY i> R. PERCIVAL. 

A Chaldean peafcnt was conducing aftoniihment, that the animal wan font 
a goat to the city of Bagd*t. He which confcituted to confxferabJ* a past 
was mounted on an afs* and the goat ofbisrkbto; and he enquired* with the 
followed him* witha bell fufpended from tttmod anxiety* after bis goat, of every 
bis neck. *1 (hall fell thefe animals,’ traveller whom he met. 
laid be to himfelf, * for thirty pieces of The feepnd rogue now acceded hints 
* filver. With this money I can pur- and fai<W i have mft feen* in yomfe* 
9 chafe a new turban, and a rich fed- * held, a man in great hade* dragging 
9 tnent of taffety* which I will tie with * along with him a goat.' The peasant 
‘ % (afh of purple filk. The young difmounted with precipitation* and n. 
* daroiels will then fmile more favour* quelled the obliging drtogsr to hold Ida 
h ably Upon me, and I (hall be the fined afs* that he might iofe no time in oua|* 
• man at the inolque.’ taking the thief. He inftantly began 

While thepealant was thus anticipate the purfuit j and, having traverfed in 
ing in idea his future enjoyments* three vain the courfe that was pointed out a® 
artful rogues concerted a ftratagem to him, he came back* fatigued and 
plunder him of his treafures. As he breathlefs, to the place from which hi 
moved (lowly along, one of them (lipped fet out j where be found neither his eft, 
off the bell from tne neck of the goat; nor the deceitful informer to wheih 
and fattening it, without bfing per* care be had entrusted him. 
ceived* to the tail of the afs, carried . As he walked pertfivcjy onwards* 
away his booty. The man riding upon overwhelmed with (name, v exa tion, and 
the afs* and bearing the found of the difappointment, his attention was rooted 
ty»U* continued to mufe, vyithout the by the loud copiplaintt and lamentatioifc 
lead ltifpicion of the lofs which he had pf a poor many who fat by the fide of a 
fuftained. Happening* however, a.ihort well. He turned out of the way to 
while afterwards* to turn about his fympathiae with a brother in afih&iont 
head, h« difeovered, with grief and recounted hiaown miifbctuttMnd en¬ 
quired 
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fUtirM of that vioimt fa vou r Aedk with oralMito) «idi «hi)i ht 
]diith 6 aMdtoep|ihA twn. 4 / Ator «m (nttng off his eoflbck, veft, sod 
AidAe poor 0100,10 themoff pit vouttone pwred^utko feul«» Aaftk^ 

nftraiee,‘m Iwasreftingbene todrink, givasg* W tkge holy p ro p he t for that 
4 I dropped into the water* cafiert faff ntomentialfiKxour. But, tomoarwi* 
4 of diamond*, which I was emp lo ye d no piuagsd too the wtnr, in torch of 
f to carry to the Cali p h at Bagdar; and the p r etend edeatot, She man, who was 
M toll bo pot to death, on the fnipfc> oaeof the thraeoogoe* that hodanneertod 
4 dm of having faceted fo vdutUe a the plan of vabtaaghim, Jeimd on 1 th 
4 tmbre.W Who don't von jump gar me n t! , and bote them off in :fecuriip 
f into to well, in march oftnrcatotl’ to hi* comrades, 
mod the pes&nt, aftonitod at the to* Thnev through inattention, hmplicityfc 

fodhyofto new acquaintance. ‘Bccaufc sad cmdulfty, wo* the unfortunate 
4 it as desp,* mptied the man, 4 and I Chaldean doped of all his pofltflumofc 
4 canndtbcr dice nor Mod. Bat will and be batoned haokto had cotta*** with 
4 you ondemke this kind office forme, no other covering than o mitoably tab* 
4 and l will reward you widi thirty teied garment, which he bo r rowe d on 
• picket of film?' Thepeafantasoepted toroid. 


SAPPHIRA. 


A TALI TOO TAUS. 


G AMING it a psflkm fatal to 
both fcxes, when too to indulg¬ 
ed; and, when ©uct it take* pafieflion of 
to foed, bow difikult salt to ftopk’e 
pvogrefs! But to love of raining in 
• female bread is frequently atte nd 
td with confeo t yei peculiarly un¬ 
happy. The ho l l o w in g narrattve, I 
hope, will apologise for the tritenefs of 
tofe refie&kms, by confirming the truth 
of them. 

&q>phira, I conceal her real name 
through tendemefs to her lebttoas, was 
defended fern a worthy family in the 
iff of Wight. She was a younger 
daughter; but, on the death offer filler, 
became an heireft with a huge fortune. 
#he was gay, generous, andgood natur* 
od; but her gaiety fomethnes bordered on 
guktineft, her gensrofity was often car-. 
&d to extravagance, and her good-na¬ 
ture was exerted with tnore benevolence 
Chon judgment. Add totbit, that— 

She was at fair at painting can exprrft, 

#r youthful foetsfaucy, when toy lorn. 

With all her beauty, however, and 
*H her amiable qualifeatious, agremum, 
smd accompliftiment*, be wjf toaeh 
diminitod their value by her tndffci*- 
tot. When I fay that to was radaff- 
uueet, I mean not that her charatorfuf- 
tosdhyhercoBdnto But fiapphirawns 


no oeconomift: in relieving to difiiefinf 
of others, to rather confidemd the am- 
dkion of tor draraifianem, tom to 
fftnottoof tofmmafffas. * 

At t|ie ageof eighteen, (what a An* 
ger vos period in female life !> to wns 
coufemdy torounded with afakers, and 
4 b highly taSedwidt adulation, tot to 
thought to could never be nrffiefled^ 
and smr dMbuftd. There sre many 
girls who think hi to tone manner? 
many girts are, thertfom, difeppoioted* 
Among tofe who appeared in thcoiiv 
ik of Sapphtvm's admirem, Lomnomi 
dhbnm i i fa d wbh faking marks offer 
appnmithm. i 

Lonewso bad parts with which m 
might have made a confpi s a uua fi gure in 
the polite world, and witlr w hich he 
might have proved an honour to human 
nature; bbt he rendmtd himfelf, tor 
want of proper exertion; to and oou- 
temptible being in tfeumverfe. Jluwai 
of an amorous c otripk xi oo. and of < 
com pafl ionate difpofi&n ; heo nfii wA 
ly, and benctoto but his torn* to 
pity, his friendfhip, and to liberality, 
were all wantonly indolgnl, aff curried 
-to exceft. W hi te r paffianr. asmclmd 
him, took full pddMfion of him; to ha 
made no tefiftanoe, nor 000a ihbAff 
pncofdegoonom. He wus naturally in¬ 
clined to affright, to was ulwayafeA 
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» Sapphira had, I *m willing to believe, brought up > but her pare nt*, 

when (he iirft encouraged the add rede* not Torefeeing that (he would ever, 
of Lorenzo, no other view than that of through her'own indifcretion, reduce 
•fpending the prefent time agreeably in .herfelf to a ftate of indigency had 
his company.. But (he encouraged thofe givenher an education fuitabic to her 
add reflet too much (or her own peace; fortune. 

for while her thoughts were employed Luckily, in the midft of her diftrefles* 
’about felicity, diflipation only engrofled the colonel was fo charmed with her ac- 
‘bir attention. By tjhe imprudence of his xomplifhments, as well as her perional 
conduit, his debts amounted,to fuch a beauties, that he removed her from the 
confiderable fura, that his creditors ar. protection of her lady(hip, and lodged 
irefted him. He at firft endeavoured to her very genteelly in St. James’s Street* 
conceal hit fituation from hit miflrefir; He did not, however, enjoy her company 
But (he, in a little time, having dif» there long, for he was^hurried away to 
covered the prifon into which he had America; but he left her a bank-note 
been thrown, inftantly formed the raih .when he took leavfe of her, and parted 
Tefolotion of filencing all hit creditors* with the ftrongeft aflurances of perpetual 
by fatisfying their demands. This in* affe&ion* 

difereet exertion of her generofity fo far After the colonel’s departure. Lady 
•xhaufted her fortune, that (he found Harmall often called at Sapphire’s lodg- 
herfelf in very narrow circumftances; ings; but (he never would fee a woman 
Ond had the additional mortification to who had, under the rriaik of friendflnp 
feel, that the difefteem of her acquain- and hofpitality, a&ed the infamous parts s 
tanee, which all her attre&iorts werfc un- » of a (hirpftr and a bawd. She was al- 
able to preferve, increafed in proportion ways denied; and, by this conduct, dif- 
to the diminution of her fortune. covered her. contrition for her paft foL 

Sapphira, in her reduced fituation, lies. Indeed, (he truly repented of thenf; 
(through the beauty of herperibn, and the and would|never, perhaps, have increaf- 
fimplicity of her manners, was preflingLy ed their number, had not Lorenzo, in 
invited to live with the well-known Lady whole favour her tender :hefcrt firft fdt 
Harmall, quite upon an agreeabit foot - the foft emotions, of love, come acciden- 
ing. Sapphira thought herlelf honoufed tally in her way, after havingbeen many 
by the propol’al, and embraced it; but years abroad to retrieve his embarrefled „ 
.very foon, by the artifices of her lady- affairs.* I 

(hip, who was ftrongly addi&ed to gam- . Lorenzo thought the. meeting fortu- * 

ring, and not a little inclined to amorous nate, and Sapphire could not conceal j 

•connexions, being drawn in to play, herqoy at it; but her t&nfport was of 

'and dripped in a (hort time of her re- (hort duration. They were fitting one j 

“maining fortune, (he found herfelf aU evening, after fupper,. talking over paft I 

together dependant on her lady (hip's feenes, and enjoying the prefent mo- j 

liberality; to which, however, (he alfb ment, when a violent knock at the door j 

found Ike fhould not be entitled with- alarmed Lorenzo; but it alarmed Sap- 

.out adding guilt to folly. But between phiramore. She knew it was the colo* 

poverty and pVoftitution there was, in nel’s. She knew his fiery temper, and j 

her circumflances, no alternative. To . (he dreaded the confequences. .She had > 

'avoid the former, therefore, (he fub- reafon to dread them. She..would have 1 

mitted to the.latter. fee re ted Lorenzo in a clofet; but he had 1 

* Tbthequgfraent of a debt of honour too much (pirit to dcfei*t the poft of love,* , 

;conttaX?d by her rkdyftitp, Sapphire's and therefore kept His ground till the 
character was facrificeck to Colonel Dan- enemy arrived. - < 

rger, *who would not be fatisfied without The interview may be eafily imagined. 

the pofleflion of thofe charms which he The colonel, without alking aqueftion, 

had, in the days of Sapphire's profperity, after having fixed his eyes full upon Sap- 

.unfuccefsfully ?ttadked. Lady Harm- phira, in a manner (he perfe&ly under- 

all, by the moft infernal afliduities and flood, drew. Lorenzo's fword, at the 

.'contrivances, made her a vi&im to his fame inflant, (lew from it's fcabbard. 

'defires. What could (he do, without She threw herfelf between them, in order ‘ 

fcetnjsj- and without money ? * She to prevent their hoftile intentions, but 1 

• mi£ht have worked,’ it will perhaps periflied in the attempt. She received 

(be faid* r for an honefl fubfiftence.’ She a wound from each, and dropped. The 

might have done lo, had (he been pru- wounds were mortal* ind file died! 
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THE LIBERAL ARTIFICE. 

A TALK FOR FATHERS. 


M R, Richmore, the elder, had been 
an eminent Spanifh merchant: 
lie was a man of confidence fortune, 

f ood fenle, and great benevolence. He 
ad retreated from buiinefs in the prime 
of his life, in order to fpend the remainder 
of it in a philofophical retirement, and in 
cultivating the talents of an only fon 9 
whom he loved with uncommon tender- 
nefs.^ The mother of Frederick, this fa¬ 
vourite boy, died before he reached his 
tenth yearj and in her lad moments re¬ 
commended him to the protection of his 
lather in fo aifeCling a manner, that the 
old gentleman could not refrain from 
burning into tears whenever he after¬ 
wards reflected on the circumftance. 
After a proper preparatoiy education, 
Frederick was placed as a ftudent in the 
Temple^ not mat he had any particular 
attachment to the profeflion or the law, 
but becaufe his father had great expecta¬ 
tions, of advancing him confiderably in 
that department, from his intereft with 
many of the firft characters among the 
gentlemen of the long robe. 

Frederick, who at college had (hewn 
great quicknefs of parts, and a Angular 
attention to his fhidies, on being thrown 
into the diflipated company of the me¬ 
tropolis, after a fhort time made the pur- 
fuit of his pleafures his primary objeCt: 
he frequented mafqueraaes, balls, and 
other publick places; and, unhappily 
getting acquainted with a certain Irifn 
Count, was introduce^ to the gaming¬ 
table ; where, not being able to obtain 
money fufficient to repair his lofles, out 
of the genteel income Mr. Richmore al¬ 
lowed him, he was reduced to apply for 
caflx to feveral of his acquaintance. The 
unfortunate Ctuation he had broughthim^ 
felf into could not be kept long a fecret 
from his father, who remonftrated with 
him in very fevere terms on the impro¬ 
priety of his conduft. Frederick pro- 
mifed amendment 3 and his affe&ionate 
parent paid his debts, and forgot his ex¬ 
travagancies. But, as a yiung man who 
has once contracted bad habits cannot di¬ 
ved himfelf of them without the fitmoft 
difficulty, fb Frederick quickly relapfed 


into the fame vices which had given his 
father fo much uneaAnefs. The old 
gentleman communicated the caufe of 
his forrow, when he heard of his Ami's 
fecond defection, to his friend Mr. Cell- 
bridge, who had flood fponfor to the 
diflipated youth. This gentleman had 
been bred to the bar, and had made a 
figure in the fenate, as well as in Weft- 
minfter Hall: he poflefled a found judg¬ 
ment, aflilted by great experience and 
obfervation of the world 3 he had a great 
efteem for Mr. Richmore, aind earneftjy 
wilhed to reclaim his fon. 

Frederick, about this period, had ac¬ 
cidentally got acquainted with an ami¬ 
able young woman, Mifs Fanny Finch} 
who, though poflefled of no great for- 
tunev had an uncommon fiiare of merits 
good-nature, and virtue. Her mother 
was the widow of a field-officer, and 
had nothing but her penfion to fabfift 
on, except die intereft of two thoufand 
pounds, which her late hufband had left 
equally between her and his daughter* 
The embarraflments Frederick had in¬ 
volved himfelf in, he took great pains t# 
keep from the knowledge of Mrs. Finch* 
That lady, however, foon learned the 
true ftate of his affairs 3 and, as he had 
made ptetenfions of a very ferious nature 
to her daughter, prudently infilled onTier 
breaking off all acquaintance with him: 
in the firft place, becaufe Ihe could no* 
vindicate herfelf in allowing Fanny to 
receive his addrefles without the know¬ 
ledge of his father} and, fecondly, as 
fhe had good reafon to believe be was 
little better than a profligate. 

Affairs were in this fituation when 
Frederick was arrefted for the Aim, of 
five hundred pounds, in confequence of 
a bond he had given in favour of one 
of his rakilh acquaintance, who had been 
Obliged to leave die kingdom a fhtrt 
time before. He was immediately car¬ 
ried to a fpunging-houfe, till he conld 
fettle the matter. From this place he 
difpatched Brulh, a lad who had lived 
with him from the time he left fchool, 
to fuch of his acquaintance as he though! 
were njoft likely to ferve him in this di¬ 
lemma) 
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lemma; but every one to whom he ap- 

e d excufed himfelf from granting the 
ice he rcquefted, and convinced him 
how little the profeffion* of the common 
run of mankind are to be depended on 
in the hour of diftreis. What, indeed, 
can bc*npe&ed Snm the frieodfhmt of 
foe pvefent times, which, like thole de«- 
feribed by Mr* Addifoa— 

« mm^mAxe oft 

• Confederacies in vice,or leagues of pleafure r 

Poor Brufh returned to his mailer 
with tears in his eyes, and reported the 
little fuccefs he had met with in his 
-fifos. Frederick did not bear this dif- 
appointment with much temper 5 and 
lus chagrin was increased at finding two 
of his afTociates, of whom he liadbor-’ 
(owed feme trifling fums, had laid de¬ 
tainers agamfi him for the money. 

He (pent two days in confinement be¬ 
fore his father heard of his misfortune, 
which fee at length underflood from the 
affc&km bopre him by his fervant; who, 
perceiving his mailer's mind in a very 
diflraflea date, was alarmed for the 
consequences, and determined candidly 
to confeis the whole to the old gentle¬ 
man. 

Mr. CeUbridge was prefentwhen Brufh 
brought the intelligence* and, as well aa 
Mr. lUchmore, was exceedingly troub¬ 
led at what had happened. The latter 
was preparing to iffy to the bailiffs im¬ 
mediately, when Mr. CeUbridge in treat- 
cd him to liften to. a few words in pri¬ 
vate ; and, (hutting the door of the li¬ 
brary—* I have a fcheme to propofe, my 
* good friend,* fays he, * winch l flatter 
4 mylelf will produce a change for the 
« better in your.unthinking boy. You 
• have already paid a great deal.of mo- 
• ney for him* your property is chiefly 
4 in the docks; and he as by no means 
4 certain how much it amounts to: let 
4 him fuppofe you are not abk to afiift 
4 him, but that his.extravagances have. 
* greatly impaired your fortune. This? 
« behaviour, perhaps, may work a re- 
* formation. We have heard from his 
4 fervant how forry .and aihamed he is 
4 for what is pafl; and, notwxtbflanding 
* his connections with, bad.-company, 1 
* think he has dill feme remains ©that 
4 now and duty, and may, with proper 
4 treatment, make a good man.* 

Mr. Richmore readily agreed to his 
friend's propofal* and Brufh immedi. 


ately attended Mr. CeUbridge to the 
fpungmg houfe* where that gentleman, 
after tmktty auMMukerting on Frede¬ 
rick's conduit, aflured him of his fa- * 
tfter’s incapacity to difcknrge the de¬ 
mands upon him. The young ge ntl e- 
man appeared thuoderflruck at this iw» 
formation* and was but little comforted 
on Mr. Celibridge's faying he would flu 
tisfy the creditors out of his own pocket, 
in coniequence of the great regard he 
had for the family. The accounts west 
immediately fettled, and the prifonn; 
difeharged. He exprefTed a defire to 
throw himfelf at his father's feet, and 
implore his foigiveneft* which Me. Cell- 
bridge requeued he would poftpoae for 
fome time, till the violence of his un« 
happy parent's grief and difpfcafore was 
abated. He then infilled on Frederick's 
receiving a twenty pound note for hit 
prefent exigencies* and, after fome; very 
ialutary advice, left him at his cham<* 
bers. The youth no (opner entered bis 
apartments, than he threw'himfelf on a 
fofa in agony of grief, not only for 
the follies he had committed, but front 
the afTurance he had received of his fa* 
tfeer's narrow circumiianccs. 

Poor Brufh was greatly diflreflbcf at 
perceiving his mailer fo deeply affe£bed| 
and, in order to footlie him, mentioned 
his having met Mrs. Finch's maid that 
morning, who enquired particularly af¬ 
ter him, and laid her young roiiire& 
much lamented that the peculiarity of 
her mother's difpofition had obliged be? 
.fo refufe his vifits. This agreeable piece 
of information procured an interval of 
ea£e to the mind of Frederick: and ht 
fooir after difpatlhed an aftedionats 
eplflle to Mil* Fanny, and another to 
Mrs. Finch, requefling, as he was dc? 
termined to reform his conduit, that hif 
vifits might be permitted as.u&al- 

By feme means, the report of Mr* 
Richmore* s bad circumdanceshad reach! 
ed the ears of federal tfadcfmen to whom 
Frederick was confidcrabiy indebted, and 
who preffed him very hard for the mo* 
ney. His inability fo difchaige tbdi 
demands threw him info a feries of re* 
flexions, which made him a^fike-onf 
who had lofl Ins reafbn. Brufh endear 
voured to comfort; him# but in vaixu 
4 Surely,* exclaimed the unfortunate 
youth, * there*. is not fo miferabte s 
* wretch upon earth as my&lf! I fovp 
4 my father and I am the cairfe of hit 
4 ramj and for what? For blindly giv- 
* ‘ 
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4 ing Into the extravagant 3 t <rf a Jherd pf- 
<* fools, whqflv.I delpifej and, hunting* 
4 ' aftff pje%(\ire| jhat,, > % the pofleffiop, 

€ bafflea niyefpe^alions, a^d left me 


*. a^ppey ^o # refnprfe and ddappointme^t, 
*\ With .the jofs of fortune, chara&er, 

* and liberty 1* . , t ., 

, fiis faithful, feryant .began toappre-. 
hend J«ve$erick’$ diftrefles yvoujd aJfeft 
hjs reajop j and haded to Mr, Celjbrtdge, 
to ( whpxp he mentioned his fufpicions. 
<4$ tljat gentleman had a high opinion 
of the integrity aqd acutenefs of this 
atteflionatevajet, he thought it necef- 
fary to let \i\m into the plan he had laid 
in order to reclaim the young gentle- * 
mzr\ y especially as he could be a very „ 
useful inftrument oj\this,pccafion. The 
pqor ladwas thrown into a paroxyfm of 
jqy on being, let into the fecret; and fo- 
lemnly promifed to do every thing in his . 
power £q accelerate the fuccefs of the 
plot, which Mr. Richmorp and hU 
friend had determined to bring to a per 
nod. with the utmoft expedition, as Fre¬ 
derick fliewed the ftrongeft fymptoms of 
being a fincere penitent. 

During the abfence of Brulh, Frede¬ 
rick had fent for a falefman, and fold 
not only his fword, watch, &c. but the 
greateft part of his wearing apparel} 
which, to the aftonifhment of the faithful 
valet, the purchaser and his men were 
packing up at his return to the Temple#. 

4 Good Heaven! Sir,’ faid Brulh, 4 what 

* is the meaning of this ?’— 4 I am dif- 

* poling of my cloaths,* replied his ma¬ 
iler, wildly, 4 to fatisfy, in fomp degree, 

* the harpies that torment me, left ray 

* poor father fhould be called on to pay 

* them.’ Brulh tookran opportunity to 
follow the falefman, ,who had bought < 
trip things for ahpqt a. fourth part of 
their value, and acqqaiqfed him that his , 
matter was noy compos, and therefore 
his bargain was void. Mr. Cellbridge * 
came up in jfie mean time, and pre¬ 
vailed on th.e man, for a.proper gratuity. 


aen iU-looking fellows to pais conftanu 
ly befqre bis windows. , . • 

Soon i( after Frederick’s cloaths had 
beeo carried t off, the received a polite, 
card from ^i;s, Finch,,requefting bine 
tp accompany her daughter and herfelf 
to Ranelagh that evenings -circum* 
fiance, which he could not poflibly com¬ 
ply with from the di/pofalof his ward-?# 
rpbe, This added fo much to hie dif- 
trefs, that he grew outrageous $ and 
Brulh having placed hjs father and Mr, 
Cellbridgs in the next rpom, according, 
to the inftru&ions he had received, .ae> 
Frederick had .given^undoubted proqfa 
of the fincerity of bis repentance, begem 
tp adminifter fonoe relief. 4 Sir*’ Cud' 
he, 1 do not despair; Mr. Gamble, who 

* you know ran away, and left you-to 
*. pay the five hundred pounds for him* 

* has returned to London loaded, with* 

4 calh. I met him. Sir, juft now,^nd* 

* told him how .much you had faffered 
4 upon hia account, on which he gave* 

* me thefe papers.’ Here the arch lad* 
produced fix bank notes of a hundred 
pounds each, which had been given him > 
by Mr. Richmore. 4 Out pf the latter,* 
fays he, 4 Mr. Gamble defires you Will 

* take the expences of the arreft.* It 
was fome time before Frederick could 
believe he was awake. He turned the 
notesover and over, and at length cried— 

Thank God, I now have it in my 
power to Ihew my duty to my dear 
father. Here, Brulh, feal up thefe 
five notes dire&ly; fly to my father’s 
houfe, and give them into his own 
hands. They require no anfwer, and 
are the leaft reftitution I can at prelent 
make him for theimmenfe trouble and 
expence I have cofthira. This fup- 
ply, fmall as it is, may perhaps mi- 
nifter to his prefent wants#’ ,• ^ 

At th»6 inftant a loud knocking w^s, 
heard at the door; which, when Brulh . 
opened, two porters entered with: the . 
apparel, &c. which Frederick imagined. 


to* fend the cloaths to his houfe in Lin- were difpofed of to the falefmany ' .What 
cojn’s Inn Fields. He had got a lift, * means this?’ fays he. a 4 .Wby, 3 ir,’ 
fromBrufh, pf Frederick’s debts; had replied Brulh, * a worthy gentleman, 
privately fen$ fpr |iis creditors, and dif- 4 finding Mr. Staytape had got an. ex- 
charged them all: but, jnfteacj.of put- 4 cellent bargain, repurchase! the pro- 
ting the, youpg gentleman out pf hia V perty of him,/and defire® you will 


pqm, by f acquaintmg him with this cir- 
umftance, as his. fond father would 
have done, he determined ty make him 
beiipve he was more ploftly befet than 
«ycr.i And accordingly irired half, a do- 

Yw. U* 


make ufe of it for the prefent. The 

* fiune good man, too. Sir,’, continued 
the lad, 4 has paid all your debts, and 

* here are receipts in full fronv every 

* one of your creditors.’—* You impoie. 

E e 4 upon 
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* upon me, Brufti/ cried he: 4 What 4 out of myppwer to comply with.*— 

4 good man do you talk of?*—* Your 4 Seethe lady fiHl,’faid Mr. Cellbridge}' 
« father, Sir! your father!* exclaimed 4 and, if you have the fmalleft obje&ioa 
Brulh; 4 and here he is, opening the c to her, I promife, on my honour,' 
door of the room the two old gentlemen' * never to mention the matter again.* 
were concealed in. Mr. Richmore ran Frederick was obliged to acquiefce; 
to his fon, and embraced him with tears and they all proceeded tp Lincoln's Inn 
of joy; who, unable to bear fuch a Fields, where Mr. Cellbridge introduced 
conflict of tumultuouspaffions, funk in- the young gentleman to Mrs. Finch 
fenfibty on the floor. an<f her daughter. 4 Here, my dear 

When he recovered, the whole plan 4 friend,’ fays he, * ends our comedy, 
was revealed to him; and the excefs of 4 I have for fome time been acquainted 
his father’s goodnefs overwhelmed him 4 with the affection you and my kinf- 
in fuch a manner, that he could hardly 4 woman have for each other; your * 
eXprefs his gratitude. 4 You may par- 4 father agrees to your union, and I 
4 don me. Sir,’ fays he; 4 but I never 4 will give her a fortune equal to your 
4 can forgive myfelf.’—‘ Say no more, 4 own.’ The fituation of Frederick, 

4 my dear fon,’ replied Mr. Richmore; at this unexpe&ed circum fiance, is eafier 

• let what has paffed be for ever buried imagined than deferibed. Suffice it to 
4 in oblivion, and let us only think of fay, that he arrived at the fummit of his 
4 the future happinefs we fhall enjoy.- happinefs the next day, by being iriar- 
4 There is a beautiful young lady. Vied to his adorable Fanny. Honeft 
4 nearly related to our good friend Mr/ Brulh was amply rewarded for his fide- 
4 Cellbridge, who, having feen you at lity, and ftill lives in the family pf 

* fome of the publick places, has no ob- Frederick$ who, by his unexceptionable 

• jc&ion to receive your addreflfes/' conduct, gives continual proofs how 
— 4 Pardon me. Sir,’returned Frederick; worthy he was of his father’s tender “ 

4 my heart is already engaged, and I nefs and liberality. 

4 hope you will riot infill on what it is 


THE TOWN TRAVELLER. 

BY HENRY FIELDING, E£Q. 

001 FROPANUM VOLCOI. Hfllr 
I HATE PROFANE rascals. r 

/ 

I N tflis very learned and enlightened port of His honour and religion who has 
age, in which authors are almoft as fo bountifully bellowed them. It is for 
, numerous as bookfellers, I doubt not this reafon that I wifli you would take 
but your correfpondents furnilh you fome notice of the character, or rather 
with a Sufficient quantity of wafte paper. * ftory, here fent you. 

I perhaps may add to the heap; for as In my travels' weftward laft fummer, 
men do not always know the motives of I lay at an inn in Somerfetftiire, re- 
theirown aaions, I may poffibly be io- markable for it’s pleafant fituation, and 
doced, by the fame fort of vanity as the obliging behaviour of the landlord} 
other puny authors have been, to defire who, though a downright ruftick, had 
to be in prtht. But I am very well fa- an aukward fort of politenefs, arifing 
tisfied With you for my judge; and, if from his good-nature, that was very 
you fliould not think proper to take any pleafing; and, if 1 m^y be allowed the 
notice of the hint l have here lent you, expreffion, was a foil of good-breeding 
fliall conclude that I am an impertinent undrefTed. As I* intended tp make a 
correfpondent, but that you are a judi- pretty long journey the next day, I rofe 
nous and impartial cririck. In my own time enough to behold that glorious lu- 
defence, however, I mud fay, that I am minary the fun fet out on his courfe s 
ne\er better pkafed than when I fee ex- which, by the bye, is one of the fineft 
traoriuiary abilities employed in the fup- fights the eye. can behold * and as it is a 

thing 
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TUB TOWN 

tiling (eldom feea by people of fafhion, 
tinlefs it be at the theatre at Covent 
Garden, I could not help laying iome 
ltrefs upon it here. The kitchen in this 
inn was a very pleafantroom ; I therefore 
called for fome tea, and fat me in the 
window, that I might enjoy the pro- 
fpe& which the country afforded5 and a 
more beautiful one is not in the power of 
imagination to frame. This houfe Was 
Ijtuated on the top of a hill; and, for, 
two miles below it, meadows, enlivened 
with a variety of cattle, and adorned 
with a greater variety of flowers, firft 
caugjit my fight. At the bottom of this 
vale ran a river, which feemed to promife 
coolnefs and refrelhment to the thirfty 
cattle. The eye was next prefented with 
fields of corn that made a kind of an 
afcent, which was terminated by a wood, 
at the top of which appeared a verdant 
hill, fituate as it were in the clouds, 
where the fun was juft arrived, and peep¬ 
ing over the fummit, which was at that 
time covered with dew, gilded it over 
with his rays, and terminated my view 
in the moft agreeable manner in the 
World.- In a word, the elegant fimpli- 
city of every object round me, filled my 
li^art with fuch gratitude, and furnilhed 
my mind with fuch pleafing meditations, 
as made me thank Heaven I was bom. 
But this ftate of joyous tranquillity was 
not of long duration : I had fcarce be¬ 
gun my breakfaft, when my ears were, 
la luted with a genteel whittle, and the. 
noife of a pair of flippers defeending the 
ttair-cafe 5 and, fpon after, I beheld a 
contrail to my former profpe£l, being a 
very beauifti gentleman, with a huge 
laced bat on, as big as Piftol’s in the 
play; a wig fomewhat dilhevellod; and 
a face, which at once gave you a perfeft 
idea of eroptinefs, affurance, and intem¬ 
perance: nis eyes, which before were 
fcarce open, he fixed on me with a ftare 
which teftified Air prize; and his coat was 
immediately thrown open, to difplay a 
very handfome fecond-hand gold-laced 
waiftcoat. In one hand he had a pair of 
laddle-bags, and in the other a hanger 
of mighty'fize; both of whioh, with a 
graceful G— d— you, he placed von a 
chair: then advancing towards the land¬ 
lord, who was Handing by me, he faid— 
« By G—, landlord, your wine is dam- 
* nably ftrong!’—* I don’t know/ re¬ 
plied the landlord; * it is generally 
4 reckoned pretty good, for I have it all 
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* from London/—* Pray, who is your. 

* wine-merchant ?’ fays the man of im¬ 
portance. * A very great man,’ replied 
the landlord, * in his way: perhaps you 

* may know him. Sir; his name is 

* Kirby.'—* Ah! what honeft Tom 1 

* he and I have cracked many a bottle 

* of claret together; he is one of the 

* moft ponfiderabl? merchants in the 

* city; the dog is hellilh poor, damn- 

* able poor; for I don't fuppofe he is 

* worth a farthing more than a hunditd 

* thoufand pounds; only a plumb, that's 

* all! He is to be our lord-mayor next 

* year.’—* I alk pardon, Sir, that is 

* not the man; for our Mr. Kilby’s 

* name is not Thomas, but Richard.’— 

* Aye!’ lays the gentleman, * that's 

* his brother; they are partners toge- 

* ther/—* I believe,’ fays the land¬ 
lord, * you are out, Sir; for that gentle- 

* man has no brother.’—* D— your 

* nonfenfe, with you and your outs!* 
fays the beau;' * as if 1 Ihould’not know 

* better than you country puts—I who. 

* have lived in Loftdon all my life-time !* 
—* I alk a thoufand pardons,’ lays the 
landlord; * I hope no offence, Sir?’— 

* No, no/ cries*the other; * we gentle- 

* men know how to make allowance for 

* your country-breeding.’ Then ftep- 
ping to the kitchen-door, with an au¬ 
dible voice he called the oftler; and, in 
a very graceful accent, faid—* D—n 

* your blood, you cock-eyed fon of a 

* bitch, bring me my boots ! Did not > 

* you hear me call ?' Then turning to 
the landlord, laid—* Faith, that Mr. 

* What-de-callum, the exciseman, is a 

* d—d jolly fellow!’—* Yes, Sir/fays 
the landlord, * he is a merryilh fort of a 
man.’—* But/fays the gentleman, * as 

* for that fchoolmafler, he isthequeereft 

* bitch I ever faw; he looks as if he 

* could not fay boh to a goofe/—* I 

* don’t know, Sir/ fays the landlord; 

* he is reckoned to be a defperate good 

* fcollard about us, and the gentry likes 

* him vaftly ; for he underftands tho 

* meafurement of land and timber; 

* knows how to make dials, and fuch 

* things; and, for cyphering, few can 

* opt-do’en.’—* Aye !’ lays the gentle¬ 
man, * he does look like a cypher, m- 

* deed; for he did not fpeak three words 

* all lai night/ The oftler now pro¬ 
duced the boots; which the gentleman 
taking in his hand, and having placed 
hhnfelf in 9 chair, addreffed m the 

E € % foijpwing 
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following fpeech': ‘ tyy good friends, 

€ Mr. Boots, 1 tell you plainly \ that if 
4 you plagueune fo damnably as you did 
4 yetterday morning, by G— I’ll com- 
4 mit you to the flames ! Stab my vitaTs! 
'* asmyLord Huntingdon fays in the 
4 play.* He then looked fid 1 In my face, 
and afked the landlord if he had ever 
been at Drury Lane playhoufe,* which he 
anfwered iti the negative. ‘ What!* 
lays he, ‘ did you never hear talk of Mr. 

• Garrick and King Richard 4 No, 
4 Sir,* fays the landlord. 1 * By G—,’ 
fays the gentleman, * he is the^tlevereft 
4 fellow in England 1* He then fpouted 
« fpeecli out of King fcchard, which' 
begins-^-* * Give Yne ah hcfrfe, &c.’*[ 
•* There,’ fays he, * that is Juft like Mr. 
4 Garrick.* Having pleafed himfelf 
vaftly with this pq-forinance, he (hook 
the landlord by the hand with great good- 
humour; and faid—* By G—, yoti 
4 feem to be an roneft fellow, and good 
4 blood; if'ybu’ll come and fee me in 
4 London, I’ll give you your (kin-full 

• «>f wine, and treat you with a pby and 
4 a wench every night you (lay. I’ll* 

• fbow you how it is to live, my boy! 
4 But here, bring me fome paper, my 
4 girl s come, let’s have one of your lotfe-' 

• fetters to air my boots.* 1 Upon which, 
the landlord prefented him with a piece 
ofan old newfpaper. * D— you,* fays 
the gentleman, * this is not half enough; 

• have you never a Bible or Common 

• Prayer-book in the' houfe? Half a 

• dozen chapters of Genefis, with a few 

• prayers, make an excellent fire iff a 

• pair Of boots! r — f Oh! Lord forgive 

• you l’ fays the landlord; * fine you * 

• Would not burn fucb books as thofe*’ 
—' tr No!’ cries the fpark, • where was 

• you born ? Go into a fhop in London, 

• and buy fome butter, or a quartern of 

• tea, and then you’ll fee what ufe is' 

• made of thefe books.’—* 4 Aye,’ fays 
the' landlord, • we have a faying herein 

• Our country, that *• ’Tis as fure as the * 
** devil is in London ;** and, if he was 

• not there, they could not be fo wicked' 

• as they be.* 

Here a Country fellow, who had been . 
(landing up in one corner of the lcitcHen* 
eating of cold bacon and beans, and 
who, I obferved, trembled at every oath ’ 
this lpark fwore, took his di(h and pot, 
and marched out’ofthe kitchitn, fearing, 
as I afterwards learnt, that die houfe 
would fall down about his ears $ % he 


was fure, he faid, that map in tj\p gold- 
lafced bat Was the devil. * Tji^ young 
ffiaffc, having now difplayed all h’s ’wit 
and humour, and ^xfrted* his talents to 
the utmoft,' thought he had fufficiendy 
recommended himfelf to my favour, and 
convinced me he was a gentjemdnf :* bt 
therefore', with Yin air, add relied himfelf 
to me, and alkcd fific wttlcli way I Was 
travelling; to Which I £ave him no an- 
fwer. He t|ieb exalted*his voice; but, 
oh my continuing filent, he afked the 
lhndlord if I was dekf: upoft which, 
the landlord told him he did hot believe? 
the gentleman was ‘ duhc^, foi* that he 
talked very well jtift how v TV fe man of 
wit'whrfpered ih the landlord’s tar, and 
faid—* l futmofe he Is either a parfbn or 

• a fool.* fie then drank a dram/'pb^' 
fervmg, that a rhan fhoiild not "cool too 
faft; paid fixpence itiore than his reckon^ 
ihg, called for his borfe, gave the oftler 
a millihg, and galloped'* out of the inn, 4 
thoroughly fatisfied that we all agreed 
with hnn in thinking hiraa clever feli 
low, and a man of great importance. 
The landlord, fmiling,' took up his 
money, and faid he was a comical'gen¬ 
tfeman; but that it was a thoufand pities 
he fwore fo much: if it was not'for that/ 
he was a very good ciiftbiher, and aV 
generous as a prince; for that/thd nighf 
before, he haa treated every body in the 
houfe. I then afked him if he knew 
that comical gentleman, as he called him/ 

• No, really, Sir,’ faid the fendlord; 

• though a gentleman was'lading fait 

• night, that he was a foi*^ 8f a rider, or 
‘ rideout, to a linen-draper at London.* 
This I have fince found to.be true; for 
having occafion to buy fome clo;k, I* 
went fall week into a linen-draper’s 

in which I found a young fellow^ whofe . 
decent behaviour, and plain drefs, (hewed 
he was a tradesman. Upoii looking full 1 
in his face, I thought I hid feen it be¬ 
fore; nor was it long before I recplle^t- 
ed where i t "was, and that this was the 
fame beau t had met with’in bonierfet- 
fljire. The difference, in the feme perfon, 
in London where he Was knoWp, and 
in the country where he was a ftranger, 1 
Was beyond expreftion; and, wer$ it noU 
impertinent to make oblervations t£ 
you, I could enlarge upon "this fort of< 
behaviour; for I am firmly of opinion, 
that there is neither fpirit nor goodfenfc^ 
in oaths, nor any wit or humour % 
bjaiphctDy.- ’ THE 
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T9P BfiG# A* A fiD BIS POO. *tj 

TfiZ BEGGAR AND BIS QO(?. 

A SENTIMEIJTAI, sketch,. 

AFTER THE MANNER OF SJERNE, 

TAKEN FROM TUB FRENCH'. 

FRANCIS ASHMORE^ ESq^ 

* ^ ft Ygopd friend,’ (hid I, * I have on his knapiack, his hat ind fvrerd. 
lVl 4 nothing to give you,* This He was wiping his forehead with his 

was addrefled to a poor old man in rags, hand, and feemed to be taking breath* 
who had approached the coach-door, that he might proceed on his journey, 
with his red night-cap in his hand. His His dog—for he, too, had a dog—waft 
lips were filent j but his eyes and his fitting befide him, and regarded all wh# 
attitude afked for charity. He had a patted by with a ha .ghtinefs which 
dog with him; ^nd the dumb wretch, finely contra (ted the humility of the 
as well as his' mafter, kept his eyes beggar’s. He feemed confcious that he 
fixed on me, and feemed to join in foligit- was a foldier’s dog. 
ing fome relief. ^ This f^cond Aimal made me more 

* X haVe nothing!’ faid I y a fecond attentive to the fii ft j which was an ugly 
time. little blackcur, extremely bare of hair. I 

It was a lye, and betrayed want of was aftonifhed that the old man, reduced 
feeling. I bluflied- at having told it. to fuch diftrefs, fhould fhare with foill- 

* But,’ I confoled myfeif, 4 th€!e men- favoured a qom^anion his fcanty and. 

* dicants are Co troublefome ! ’ This one, uncertain fubfiftcitce. But the mutual 
however, was not fo. 4 God preferve kindnefs of their looks loon put an end 

* you!’ faid he, humbly, and retired. to my wonder. * O thou ! the moflf 
4 Holloalho! holloa ! horfes in aroo- 4 amiable, thefondeft and moft fhithftjt 

4 ment!’ A berlin had juft driven up. 4 of* all. animals P faid I to myfeif j r 
The poftilions were till in motion. The 4 thou art a companion, a friend; and a 
beggar ar.d his dog advanced ; obtained 4 brother, to man ! Thou alone con- 
no relief j ancf again retired without a 4 tinueft to lotve him not the lei’s fbr hit 
murmur. 4 misfortunes; thou alone fbrlakeft him 

A man who has juft atted improperly, 4 not in his diftrefr j and it i* from 
Would be forry to lee another perfon, in 4 thee only that the poor, do not meet 
the fameTituation, behave better than 4 withdifdain! Who, then, abandoned^ 
bimfelf. Had the tiaVellers in the berlin 4 like this beggar, by his, fellow-crea- 
beftowed any thing on the beggar, I 4 tures, would not wifh far ftich ft 
believe it would have given me fome 4 friend!* 

pain. 4 After all,’ thought I, 4 thefe At this inftant, a window of the berlin 
4 people are much richer than mej and was let down, and fomt remains of cold: 
4 »fince— j—G ood God!’ exclaimed I, meat, on which the travellers had break- 
•ris their inhumanity an excufe for fatted, fell from the carriage. Thetwa 

* inine ?’ This- idea fet me at variance dogs fprung forward : the berlin drove 
with, myielf. I looked after the poor awayj and one of them was crushed be-' 
man, as if I wifhed to call him back, neathi the wheel—-It was the beggar’* 
He was retting himfelf on a ftone feat; dOg. 

and his dog fat before him, with his The animal gave a ci*y—it warhi* 
head on his matter's knees, who con- laft. The poor old man haftened to hi* 
tinued to ffaoak his faithful companion attiftance, overwhelmed with the deepefr 
without paying me the fmalleftatten- diftrefs.^ He did not weep,: alas! he 
tipa* * could not. 4 Honeft n|kn!’ cried. I. 

Op. the fame feat was a foldier, whole He looked forrowfylly round. I threw 
dotty fhoe* proclaimed him. a traveller, hijn a crown T piece. He. fuflfared the 
He bad laid his knapfack on the fea& crown to roll by him, as if unworthy of 
t^weaa^hiiiii^lf and the beggar $ and* hi*attentiom He only thanked me by 

in 
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an affectionate inclination ,of his bead) 
as he took his dog in his arms. 

* My friend,’ faid the foldier, hold* 
ing out his hand, with the money which 
he had picked up; 4 the worthy gentle- 

* man gives you this. He is very happy; 

* he is rich ; but every body is not to ! 

* I have only a dog; you have loft 

* yours ; mine is at your fervice.’ Say¬ 
ing this, he tied round his dog’s neck a 
fmall cord, which he put into the old 
man's handy and walked away. 

4 Kind an4 generous foldier, may 


* Heaven reward thee!* cried the good 
, and grateful beggar, on bis knees, and 

extending his hands towards his bene- 
fa&or. The foldier ftill went on, leaving 
the poor old man in a tranfport of gra¬ 
titude. 

But his bleflings and mine—will fol¬ 
low him wherever he goes. * Good, 

* and gallant fellow,’ faid I, * what am 
4 I, compared with thee? I hafre only 

* given this unfortunate man money, 
4 but thou haft reftored to him a 
4 friend!’ 


THE 

SLAVE of SENSUALITY; 

* o*, 

fatal effects of indulging the passions. 

A MORAL STORY. 


F ROM THE FRENCH 

I Wore not always the black round 
wig in which you fee me, nor was 
I always fubjeft to that ablence of mind 
with which at prefent I am reproached. 
In roy infancy I was very pretty, at* 
Uaft according to my mother, who pre¬ 
tended I was too pretty for a boy; I 
own, nobody elfe ever reproached me 
with this fault. Be that as it will, I 
was an only child; and my mother, who 
had refle&ed but little on education, 
humoured and fpoilt me, infomuch that 
at nine years old I was one of the moft 
froward, mifchievous, little boys, you 
have ever feen. I was idle, headftrong, 
turbulent, and teazing; I afked a thou¬ 
sand questions, and never liftened taan 
anfwer; I would neither learmany thing, 
nor do any thing, except keep tattoing 
my drum, and whittling my fife. No 
tutor would ftay with me half a year; 
and as I had already driven away three 
Abbes, my mother at laft confented to 
lend me to college. 

I was then in my eleventh year, and 
wept much at leaving my home and my 
parents; for, notvrithftandingmy follies 
and tricks, l had a good heart. When 
I came to fchool, however, I was not 
very forty to fee myfelf in a fine houfe, 
and furrounded by boys who all feemed 
full of mirth and play; for, as it hap- 
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pened, I arrived juft at the time when 
fchool-hours were over. I began to run 
and jump; and told thole who brought 
me, I was fure I (hould like fchool ex¬ 
ceedingly well. 

I immediately conceived a friendfliip 
for a young fcholar, named Sinclair, 
about two years older than myfelf, who 
won my heart by his open and lively 
temper; though I mutt tell you he was 
as rational and well informed, for his 
age, as I was ignorant and unthinking. 
The next morning I found a ftrange al¬ 
teration In the houfe. I was to take my 
feat, and undergo, an examination, to 
know which clafs I belorged to, when 
it was difcovered I could hardly fpell: 
immediately a general hue and cry was 
excited through the fchool; and a little 
boy, not ten years old, who was next 
me, laughed fo heartily, and appeared 
to me fo impertinent, that I could not 
forbear giving him a hearty box on the 
ear, which knocked him on his feat. 

In vain did I ftruggle and fcold; I was 
feized, and taken ignominioufly from 
my place, and dragged out of fchool. 
As l pailed by Sinclair, he caft a look fa 
expreflive of tendernefs and pity upon 
me, that, in fpite of my paifion, I found 
myfelf affeAed. - 

They took me into a dark chamber, 
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fhut me up, and declared I fhould (lay 
there eight days, with nothing but foup, 
bread and water, to live upon; after 
which they left me to reflet at lei fare 
on the crime of knocking my fchool- 
lellows down. 

By groping round the room, I difco- 
vered it was matted all over, and tole¬ 
rably large. I then began to walk about 
without much apprehenfion of hurting 
myfelf, and to turn in my mind all the 
circumftances of my misfortune ; I felt 
myfelf deeply degraded, and heartily 
repented I had not profited better by the 
leflons of the three Abbes I had driven 
from me, 4 Oh, my mother!’ cried I', 
9 were you but here, you would not 

* fuffer me to be treated with all this 
e rigour* and yet, had you but per- 

* mitted mylirft mailer, or my fecond, 

* or even my third, to inflift fome gen- 
4 tie punifhment upon me, as they de- 
4 fired, I fhould have' known how to 
4 read; then, perhaps, I fhould not 
4 have been fo apt to flrike, nor have 
4 now been in a dark chamber.’ 

In the midflof thefe forrowful reflec¬ 
tions I remembered the look of Sinclair; 
I thought I faw him ftill, and the fap- 
pofition touched me; and yet, what moil 
vexed me was, that he had been a wit- 
nefs of my humiliation, my paflion, 
and my punifhment: I thought he would 
defpife me, and that idea was infap- 
portable. 

While I was thus mournfully muf- 
ing, I heard my door open fuddenly, 
and faw Sinclair appear with a lanthorn 
iur, his hand. I threw myfelf upon his 
necfk, and wept with joy at the fight. 

* Come,’ faid he, 4 follow me; your 
4 pardon is granted.’ 

4 My pardon! I am indebted to you 

* for it! I am fure lam! It gives me 
4 pleafure to think it was granted to 
4 your interceflion.’ 

* They only require you to make an 

* apology to him you have offended.’ 

4 Make an apology! What, to that 
4 little fcoffer! No!’ 

4 He was wrong to feoff at you, I own; 

4 he was guilty of ill-manners ; but you 

* were deficient both in reafon and hu- 
4 inanity.’ 

■*0,1 have done him no great Injury.* 

4 Becaufe you had not the power; 

4 and yet his arm is black with the fall.* 

* His arm black! What! and has he 
f Shewed it then?’ 

4 The mailer infixed upon feeing it.’ 
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4 He Arnold not hav e contented 1 H« 
4 ought not to have complained! He ha* 
4 proved himfelf of a mean, cowardly 
4 temper; and I will never afk pardon' 
4 of a coward!’ 

4 His chafafter is not now the quef^ 

* tion; you have committed a fault of 
4 a tbrious nature, and you ought to 

* make what reparation you can/ 

* I would-rather remain where { ant 
4 than difgrace myfelf.’ 

4 Pray tell me, what do you under-' 
4 ftand by difgracing yourfelf?* 

This quellion difconcertedme;I knew* 
not what to anfwer, and Sinclair went 
on— 

4 To difgrace yourfelf, is to dfaw 
4 down fome merited cenfure or pu- 
4 nifhment: to aft againfl your con- 
4 fcience; that is, contrary to truth and: 
4 juflice. In afking pardon of one you 
9 have v/ronged, you will do an equitable 
4 aft, and equity is not difgrace.’ 

4 But they may fuppofe I afk pardon: 

* only for fear of remaining in confine-^ 

* ment.’ 

4 And if they fhould, that will not. 
4 difgrace you ; fince cenfure, as I have 
4 faid, mud be merited before it can be 
4 difgiacefuj. I propofe a reparation 
4 ftriftly conformable to juftice and 
4 good-breeding ; and I fhould be forty 
4 for him who fhould foolifhly fuppofe' 
4 fuch an aftdeferving of cenfure; the 
4 ridicule he would cad upon you would 
4 fall upon himfelf, in the eyes of all 
4 rational people; and it is the opinion 
4 only of fuch that is worthy notice/ 

4 Well, well, lead me where you 
4 pleafe, I will do whatever you defire/ 

Sinclair then embraced me; led me 
from the dark chamber; and, after a 
proper apology, I was pardoned ; but 
it was not long before I incurred frefh 
penance; idle, unthinking, noify, and 
apt to wrangle, I foon drew down the 
averfion of all the matters, and many of 
my fchool-fellows; and had it not been 
for the proteftion and firm friendfhip of 
Sinclair, who was themofl diftinguifhed 
and bed beloved of all the fcholars, I- 
fhould certainly have been fent home in » 
difgrace before the end of the year. 

Two years pafled away, much in the 
fame manner: at the end of which time 
Sinclair left college, and went into the- 
army. Soon after I had the misfortune 
to iofe my mother, and this compieated 
my affliftion; I wept, and remembered I, 
had been a continual fubjeft of vexation 
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to her. * Afas!’ faid T, * did (he blets otit a dhars&efr, attd tHotigiit myletf tHi? 

♦ me with her parting breath? Coiitd hfcppieftof mortals. ^ 

• ftie pwy-for an ungrateful child, who Kofllgnol, niy valeft, Was young, gen- 

♦ mipH have been her eotnfort, but who teH, arid 1 ittfirtuatirig; he became* my' 

4 was her tormentor? What dreadftd* favooritfe,'-rfcgdlated idy expences^ and 
4 remorfe until l endure! To her I owe in lefs ttyan two months brought' me in 

* my liftj ihe bred, (he cberift\ed£flie bills fot four thouFahd francs,* (one 
4 loved met and what have I done for hundred arid fixty-fix poundsJ that is** 

4 her! Oh* my dear ntotherl is it then to fay, for th^ full fum of my half-year’s^ 

denied me to repair my wrongs'? My allowance. I faw then {Main chough* 

4 mother! I have no mother! She is thatRt^figiidlWis a rafcal; butthebius* 

4 fnatched from me! The fweetconfo- nftft be ? paid; I borrowed, became a 
4 lation ofmaking her happy is for ever debtor of courfe, and tui ned Rolfignol 

• loft!’ aWay', who, at pairing, robbed me of all* 

Mygrief became fined, itpheyed upon the rings and jewels I poflefled. 

jny mind, and I fell into a kind of con- Some days after this adventure,’ I qUar- 
fumption, Which put my life in danger, relied with one of n)y comrades, fought, 
Donval, my uncle and guardian, took aftdreceived twb wounds that,made me 
me from college, and went with me to keep tny bed two months. During my 
bis country-houle in Fanche-Comte * he confihefftent, I refletted often upon my 
travelled with me all through that fine thoughtlefs and impetuous behaviour; 
province, in order’to divert my melan* arid began to find, that, in order to be 
choly. After remaining here three years, happy, it is neceffary to hear reafoo, re- 
being-then feventeen, I went into the pel tirfl emotidns, vanquiih defers, and 
army* obtain a cornmand over the paflions. 

I had continued my ftudies under the I had lived a yeai? in gairifon, whelt 
eye of my uncle; but, not having a habit wir WaS declared; and i departed for 
ofinchifiry, I made littleprogrefs; 'and Germany, where Tmade feveral cam- 
to learn feemed to me the molt tirefome paigns, and difdovered much zeal and lit- r 
thing in the world: roy temper and un- tie capacity. I was very anxious to fight/ 
demanding were equally uncultivated; battles,' but not to learn the art of wiri- 
and what were called pranks and pet- ning battles; for which reafon my miU- 
tilhnefs in childhood became fhe tor- t^ry career was not very brilliant, as will 
jiients of my life. I was hafty and, be feen. 

^paffionate, evento violence; and in thefe My uncle, mean while, was aftiv? in 1 
ridiculous fits of anger I was abfolutely^ feeking to eftablilh me well in life: I was 
half infane; I fluttered, faid a thoufand orie-and-twertty; and, defirous of feeing 
extravagant and highly improper things, me married, he chofe a young lady, 
and was in fa£t capable of being hurried who, had I not been as headfirong as 
away Into the moft fha rueful excefles. urijuft^ would have made me the hap^ 
My uncle” was the only perfoh who pieft of men. 
cook! manage«me; for I really both Julia, for that was her name, then but 
loved and refpe&ed him, and feldota for- feVenteen, added to all the bloom’ of 
got myfelf in his prefencC. His too youthful beauty an ingenuous mind, 
great indulgence, however, fuffered me arid a countenance that was the pi&ure . 
|0 contract deftru&ive habits, which had of gentlenefs, innocence, and virtue: a 
he ufed his authority to correal, would calm ferenity dwelt in he^ eyes; and 
never have become fo rooted and fo fatal, never werfc the marks of impatience. 
But when any one complained of me, anger, or Contempt, feen upon her brow, 
he would anfwer—‘ Thefe youthful er- Once feen, (he was always known ; her 

• rors will wear away, for 1 am certain foul was,all outward, it dwelt in her 

4 hehas an excellent heart.* face and forln ; and that foul, that face. , 

1 departed for my garrilbri with a (bit that form, were all angelick. Her mind * 
\ #f governor, to whom my uncle con- * was jufl, folic}* and penetrating; her rea- 
fided me, and who was to have remained fon much fuperior to her age, her de- 
with me a year; but in fix weeks time I fires moderate, and her character pru*, 
quarrelled irreconcileably with my Men- dent and firm. She fpoke with the 
tor; I turned away the fervant my uil-^ tongue of benevolence, andfo unaflefl- - 
cj|p had font with me, hired a valet with* edly, yet expreflhfcly, that fweetnefs and ’ 
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xnodefty fermed to live upon her lips; 
the found of her voice went to the heart* 

Suchwas Julia; fuch was the wife 
my unde gjave me; her perfections might 
hare fopplied the want of fortune, bat 
/he was rich. As foon as I was mar¬ 
ried, my uncle gave royeftate into my" 
own poffeffion $ and thus, at one and 
twenty, was I in the full enjoyment of a 
good fortune, and the raoft lovely wo¬ 
man upon earths it depended only 
upon myfelf to be happy. 

The winter after my marriage was 
fpent at Paris, where I again met Sin¬ 
clair, my old college friend, and we be¬ 
came more intimatethan ever.. Sinclair 
pofieffed all the eminent qualities which 
r^his early years had announced: in 
war he had been highly dHtuiguifhed; 
and, at a time of life when ardour and 
promptitude only are generally difeover- 
#4 he had given proofs of fuperior ta¬ 
lents, prudence, and fortitude; his mo- 
defly and fimplicity difhrmcd malice $ 
and whoever fliould have forborne to 
praife his conduft and worth, would 
have been thought the enemy of virtue. 

Julia, too, had aftjift fnendihipfor a 
young widow, her relation, wbofe name 
was Belinda; a perfbn remarkable for her 
virtues and accompkfhments. 

Behold me then married to a wt>man 
whom I preferred to all the women in 
the world; cherifhed by an uncle whom 
I refpeded as a father; in friendfhip 
with a man of my own age, hut who had 
the prudence and wifdora of a Neftor; 
enjoying not only the conveniences of 
life, but even all the imaginary blcflmgs, 
or rather baubles, on which vanity fits 
Jo high a price; all the felicity wliich 
love, friendship, youth, health, and 
wealth, could procure! What was there 
wanting to coropleat my happinefs?— 
One fingle advantage, without which all 
the reft are fruitlefs—a good education. 

The two firft months of my marriage 
were die moft fortunate and peaceable 
moments of my life;.but my happinefs 
ouickly began to dccreafc: my paflwn 
tot my wife, which grew daily ftronger, 
mode me guilty of die caprice and in¬ 
justice which are fo definitive of pru- 
denceand repofe; Iwiflied to be beloved 
as I loved, that is, to exoefir. Julia had 
amofttrneandtenderaffe&ion forme; 
but fhe was too wife, and had top much » 
command of herfelf, to indulge fancies, 
vAich, by inflaming the mind, might 

defboy her tranquillity,. 

Voim 11, 


I began at firfi by akind of moderate 
‘ complaining, but foon became fullen, fa- 
fpicious, and difeontented; I felt in my 
* heart an averfion for every body that Ju¬ 
lia had any regard for, and efpecially for 
Belinda: I preserved, however, fufficient 
reafon to condemn my own caprices, 
and carefully concealed them. 

One day, when I was more out of 
temper than ufual, I weht to my wife’s 
apartment, and was informed that the 
was fhut up with Belinda. I opened 
the door fuddenly, and entered: they 
. were in carneft con verfation; but, the mo¬ 
ment they faw me, they were filent* 
My wife, I obferved, blufhed; and Be¬ 
linda appeared abfolutdy difconcerted: 
thefe appearances were enough to thrp# 
me into the raoft violent agitation I had 
ever felt. At firft I tried to contain my¬ 
felf, and turn my own embarraffment 
into a joke: I know not, indeed, what 
I faid, but I remember I fluttered pro- 
digiouily, and was all in a tremor; 
Which circumftances, added to the efforts 
I made to laugh off my fufpicions, 
made me compleatlvridiculous; and fo 
much fo, that Julia, who beheld my 
ftrange emotions with furprize, could 
nor forbear fmiling. 

This fmile drove me befide myfelf; I 
thought it an unpardonable infull; and, 
lofing all refpeft for myfelf, my wife, or 
the prefence of Belinda, I uttered with 
volubility, and without fcruple, all the 
extravagances which paflion could in- 
fpire. Belinda, as foon as fhe could find 
an opportunity, rofc, and retired. 

No fooner was I alone with Julia, than 
I found my courage gone: I was filent; 
and, to conceal my anguifh, walked 
haftily backward and forward about the 
room. _ 

v 4 I was informed of this before ray ' 

* marriage,' faid Julia, 4 but I could 
*, not conceive it poilible. Poor, unhap- 

* py man!’ added fhe, with her eyes 
fwimming in tears, * my heart weeps to 
4 fee you fuffer thus. Bur be comfort- 
4 ed; the indulgence, the iove, the teu- 

* dernefs, of your wife, will in time, I 
4 hope, cure you of this unfortunate de- 
4 feft.’ 

She pronounced thefe words with fuch 
fenfibility and affeftion, that they pierced 
me to the heart: I deeply felt how cul- 
: pahle and mad I had been; and, bailed 
m tears, ran to the ccnfoling angel, who 
held her arms out to receive me, and 
fobbed upon her bofom. 

, Ff ' As 


% Digitized by 


Google 



?£& NEW NOVELIST** AG A* I It I, 


At fbon as I was capableof liftenmg to 
an explanation, Julia informed me that* 
jut as I entered the chamber* Belinda 
had been telling her a fecret; 4 which** 
the laid* ‘ I s*m Fure you will not afk me 

* to reveal* beciufe it is confined to me 

* without the liberty of mentioning it* 

* though it will one day be revealed to 

* you.* 

This information* far from being fa- 
tisfa&ory, gave me a fecret vexation* 
which I could with difficulty hide; but 
as I was really humbled by the paffion 
I had juft been in* I diflembkd my cha¬ 
grin* and affe&ed to appear fatisfied. 

In thh fituation, wanting fomebody 
to complain to, I went in fearch of Sin¬ 
clair* and told him all my griefs. He 
blamed me* and approved the conduct of 
Julia; beftowing* at the faifce time* the 
higheft eulogiums on her prudence and 
fortitude. 

* But how*' (aid I* ‘ can I fupport 
4 this feferve* when I have no (ecrete 

* from her?’ 

* I know it,’ anfwered Sinclair, foul¬ 
ing; * you will tell her the fecret of 
4 your moft intimate friend.* 

VYes, Sinclair* I fhould even betray 
4 you to her; and furely (he does not 
4 love her Belinda better than I love 

* you. - * 

* No, but (he knows her duty; you 

* do not: you have only a virtuous heart; 
4 die has that, and (olid invariable prin- 

* ciples likewise. You have for her an 

* extravagant paffion; her love is en- 
« nobiedby a (iricereand virtuous friend- 
4 (hip* which elevates the mipd, and will 

* never lead it into unreasonable follies.* 

* I underftand you. She will never 
4 love me as I k>ve;her. I am a foolilh 

* madman in her eyes. She has told 

* you Fq.* 

I faid this with great emotion ; and 
Sinclair returned no anfwer, except by 
Shrugging his (houlders, turning his 
back* and quitting me. I remained pe¬ 
trified, curling love and friendfhip, ex¬ 
claiming again!! myfeif, and all that was 
dear to me* and imagining inyfelf the 
moft unhappy of men. 

Not daring again to put inyfelf in a 
paffion* I became fulky; but the gentle 
and mild manner of Julia vanquiihed my 
ill-humour* and we came to a new ex¬ 
planation concerning Beliuda* in which 
(he offered never to fee her more, ftnce I 
teemed averfe to her. 4 I (hall ever love 
< her/ faid (to* € and nothing cyct (hall 


* make me betray the fccretfhe has eu- 

* traded to me: but there is nothing I 

* would not (actifee to your peace of 
4 mind.* 

I w?$ affe&ed by this proof of gene* 
rous love* and all my dttuke Co Belinda 
vaniffied. I dew to her houfe* entreated y 
her to forget my late behaviour, mid 
brought her in triumph to my wife, who 
had not feen her fince the (illy (cent in 
w^ich I interrupted their con verfation. 

The (hort remains of the winter glided 
away in tolerable tranquillity; and m 
fpring I rejoined the army. When dm 
campaign was ended, I returned to Paria- 
with Sinclair* who joined me on the 
road i' his carriage waited for him a 
league from Paris; and his fenrant gave 
him a note* which he read with great 
eagernefs; and* quitting me* drove away 
in his own carriage. 

However firipleall this knight be in 
appearance* I found myfeif involun¬ 
tarily uneafy* when I ctmikkred k; for 
which I could affign no cattle* or ra¬ 
ther, the caufe of which I was afraid to 
difeover. TiH then, I had always fup- 
pofed Sinclair bufied about military pro¬ 
motion, and the advancement of his for¬ 
tunes. I was now convinced the. note 
canpe from a woman; he whs jmoved 
while he read it; and* what wasmore, 

I remarked he was embarrafed by my 
prefcnte. 

He was'in love* fen!} that was cer¬ 
tains and whyihould be make amyftrry 
of his love to me? If there was.nothing 
criminal in his attachment, wherefore 
hide it from his moft intimate friend 1 
Then foUowcd a thoufand ideas, which 
I vainly endeavoured to drive from my 
memory. I recolle&ed the enthufiafin 
with Which he had fo often fpoken of my 
wife, and Jhuddered: my brain was 
difturbed, and I had no longer the 
power to expel a doubt that racked my 
/foul. I found a terrible kind of plea- 
fure in yielding to the jefrldufy which l 
had vainly, imagined was for ever van- 
qutthed. 

With fuch difpofitiOns I arrived at 
Paris. Julia could not come to meet 
roe; a Violent fore throat confined her 
to her chamber. At the fight of her all 
thefe fatal impreffions vantftied^ «nd* 
while I looked and liftened* I folt a. 
calm ferenitv take pofle (Eon of my heart* 

I reproached myfeif for my odious fu« 
fpicions* and fcarcely could conceive 
tow they had beta formed* 

Xdid 
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f dftl itot, however, meet Sinclair 
-With the fame pleafure in the company 
of my wife as formerly 5 not but I fuf- 
fered full as much from the fear of his 
perceiving my difeafe, as from jealoufy 
ltfelf: for fuch was my inconceivable 
caprice, though he infpired me with fu- 
fpicions the moft injurious to his honour 
and friendship, Iyst had fufficient value 
for him to dread he Should think me 
capable of Sufpicion. I Sometimes looked 
upon him as a rival; but oftener as a 
cenfor, whofe efteera and approbation 
were abfolutely neceflary to my hap- 
finefs. 

Agitations like thefe aft powerfully 
upon the temper when under the ira- 
pulfe of paflion; they influenced and 
infefted all my thoughts, and I was in 
a delirium that deprived me of the ufe 
of reafbn. More incapable than ever of 
refleftion, I had not only given over the 
idea of vanquishing my errors, but of 
hiding them alfo, and yielded to all my 
natural impetuofity. Punftilious, and 
eafily offended, like all people who want 
education, and goaded befides by the 
Secret thorns of jealoufy, the oaly vice 
I was afraid Should be feen, I was al¬ 
ways piqued, o{ Shocked, or angry, ant) 
nobody knew why. 

In thefe humours, I thought the ao- 
gelick, mildnefs of Julia bypocrify; her 
gentle manner of fpeaking appeared af- 
fefted, and drove me mad. The next 
moment I perhaps became fenfible of 
toy injuflice; would Silently own it was 
impoSHble for any perfon to love me; 
and fall into flts of defpair, during 
Which I would bitterly reproach royfelf 
for making the woman I adored raife- 
rable. 

Then would I remember my Julia in 
all her charms, fee her in all the fplen- 
dor of her beauty, and all the mildnsfs 
of her affeftion, and wonder at my own 
Cruelty. I would recolleft my paflions 
and caprices, and the thought would 
Sling me toihe heart. I called myfetf 
barbarian* madman; detefted tnyfelf; 
Ihed the fcalding tears of repentance 
over my errors; determined to fobdue 
them; imagined myfelf cured; and, 
three days after, was guilty of the fame 
excels. 

Unhappy in my mind, and SHU more 
So becaufe my urihappinef^ was aH my 
own Siutt, I endeavoured by difiipation 
to drown my farrows. I formed new 
acqu^ipta&ce, went mote into fashion¬ 


able life, SHdom made Small patties, but 
invited twenty or thirty friends once ok* 
twice a week to my houfe; kept boxes 
at all the theatres; and never, during 
the winter, milled a mafquerade, or 
a firft representation. But in this vaih 
refearch I found not the happinefs that 
fled me, though I injured my health, and 
deranged my fortune. 

flinclair did not fail to remonfb'atfe 
concerning my new mode of life. * Yon 
' are become a gamefter, too,’ faid he, 
and have given yourfelf up to the moft 
fatal and moft mexcufable of all paf- 
Sions. Have you well considered what 
a perfon who plays deep muft inevi¬ 
tably become-—that he muft continu¬ 
ally endeavour to enrich himfelf at 
the expence of his friends?' 

* I cannot fay I have made any deeb 
reflections on the fubjeft; I only know 
men may pjay deep, and yet prefervd 
their honour.* 

* Yes, by always lofing. I do not 
fay merely by ruining tbemfelves, for 
that is the common deftiny of the luckv 
and unlucky gamefter; the only dif 1 - 
ference is, the fate of the one is a little 
longer in fuSpence than that of the 
Qther. Neither is your* bare ruin Suf¬ 
ficient; to preferve your charafter 
unfufpefted, you muft never win any 
considerable Sum.* 

* Do you fuppofe, then, a lucky game- 
fter cannot be thought an honourable 
one?* 

* He will be difputed the title at leaf!. 
A crowd of enemies will rife againft 
him; a not her, in defpair, will accufe 
him of having ruined the heir and 
hope of her family,* and publickiy 
call him rafcal; and no father will 
ever mention bin name in his chil¬ 
dren’s prefence but *with contempt. 
He will be purlued by hatred, over-^ 
whelmed by calumny, and condemned 
by reafon and humanity; and who, 
amidft this univerfal outcry, Gall dare 
to take his part? His friends? Can a 
gamefter have friends ? Ib , who every 
day riSks the ruin of thaw to whom 
he gives that facred title!’ 

* \Yhat, Sinclair, have you never met 
a gamefter worthy )our efleem?’ 

* I have, I own; and yet, had not 
experience convinced me of it, reafon 
never could have conceived theif ex¬ 
istence. Men, who are occupied only 
by dreams of enriching themfelves^ 
think all delicacy the prejudice or 

F f a 4 education* 
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* education: it is very difficult for'focli 
4 perfons to preferve noble fenriments; 
' 4 their probity is ftriXly reduced to not 

* deal, and fucb kind of probity can 
4 never confer a defirable reputation. 
4t S ich is the general opinion, admitting 

* many exceptions, concerning a certaiu 

* clafs called monied men, who yet ufe 

* none but legitimate means and calcu- 

* lations,which often imply great genius, 

* to get rapidly rich; and if fuch a pre- 
4 judice exifts againft thefe men, what 
4 muft be thought of gamefters? men 
4 who conftantly feek bappinefs in the 
4 deftruXion of others? Thofe who 
4 dedicate their lives to this mod tire- 
4 fome, as well as difgraceful traffick, 
4 prompted by cupidity alone, fufficiently 
4 prove the delire o f winning will induce 
4 them to make any facrifice; and that 
4 fuch, who will fubmit to any mean- 
4 nefs for fordid intereft, think little of 
4 fame and emulation.' 

* WelMetmecounfelyou in my turn, 

* Sinclair, not to be fo very intolerant 
4 to gamefters; it may breed you many 
4 enemies in the prefent age.' 

4 That fear fhall never hinder me 

* from fpeaking wholefome truthsT faid 
be. And fo ended our dialogue. 

Sinclair's realoning made fome im» 

? >reffion on my mind; but, led away by 
afhion and example, I forgot his advice, 
and weaknefs and idlenefs continued me 
a gameder. 

My propenfity to play foon brought 
on many new connexions; I viiited all 
thofe which are called open hotifes, be- 
caufe at fuch I was fure to find a large 
aflembly of gameders. 

One night, after fupper, attheDanifh 
awbaflador’s, I won three^ thoufand gui¬ 
neas of a young man, called the Marquit 
de Clainville, I was not acquainted with 
him, but his perfon and manners inte- 
refted me in his behalf. I faw his defpair 
at the lofs of fo confiderable afum; and 
as I w.js nor vet gameder enough to re¬ 
main infenfible to every'thing but mo¬ 
ney, I had a great defire he (hould win 
his guineas again: he faw my .defign, 
and, through delicacy, would play no 
tnore;but whifperednje, with great emo¬ 
tion, I Ihouicl be paid the next day. He 
quitted the company, and left an impref- 
fion of anxiety oq my mind, which was 
increafed by the ill-fortune that attended 
my play the reft of the evening^during 
which I loft two thoufand guineas, and. 
^wenthomeatfixin the morning, fatigued^ 


exhaufted, and out of humour with my* 
fclf, and the way in which 1 had fpent my 
evening. 

I received the three thoufand guineas 
1 . had won on the morrow; and, four 
days after, my uncle entered my room 
betimes in the morning, telling me he 
was come to (peak to me concerning a 
very important affair. We retired to 
an inner apartmcot,.and I afked my un¬ 
cle. what were hie commands? 

* You fee me grieved to the foul,* 
faid he, 4 and you are the caufe.’ 

. 4 1! Which way? How?* 

4 You know D'Elbene has been my 
4 mod intimate friend for thefe thirty 
4 years; he has an only daughter, whom 
4 he adores, who was on the point of 
4 marriage. Authorized by the confent 
4 of her father, fhe loved the Marquis 
4 de Clainville, her deftined hufbaud, 
4 and each party had given their pro- 
4 mife/ 

4 Well!' 

4 The Marquis loft three thoufand 
4 guineas at play with you; and D’El- 
4 bene has withdrawn his confent; he will 
4 not give his daughter to agamefter. But 
4 this is not ^11: the father of the unfer- 
4 tunate young man, irritated at this 
4 adventure, has obtained a lettre de 
4 cachet; and poor Clainville is this day 
4 departed for Saumur, where he is to 
4 be confined for two years.* 

4 O Heavens! Unhappy youth! To 
4 lofe at once his father's afreXion, his 
4 miftrefs, and his liberty! And am I 
4 the caufe, the innocent caufe, of all his 
4 mifery 1 But how could I divine his 
4 fituation? How might I prevent his 
4 follv?' 

4 When we have pnly a flight know- 
4 ledge of thofe we play high with, and 
4 cannot tell whether they can pay their 
4 # dehts of honour without their own de- 
4 ftruXion, fuch horrid consequences 
4 muft often follow; and thus it is, that 
4 gamefters always unite inhumanity to 
4 extravagance. To play high againft 
4 a perfon who cannot pay is madnefs; 
4 and it is favage barbarity when the 
4 payment muft ruinbimfeif and family. 
* Seldom does a gamefter refleX, except 
4 in the moment of lofs; he has then 
4 fome glimmerings of reafon; he re- 
4 proaches himfelf, forefees his deftruc- 
4 tion, and. the mifery of thofe who de- 
4 pend on hint; and the dreadful pic- 
4 ture infpires a fhort remorie. But, did 
; nut avarice exclude all generous fep- 
4 timentt 
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? timfntf fnmvbis b*focn, whataimil- 

• titude of cutting refle&ions would rife 
4 to his imagination when he wins! He 

• would then fay—' 84 What is die fitua- 
44 rion of the perfon who pays me this 
44 money? Perhaot* he has fold his 
** eftates, reduced his children to beg* 
44 gary, and facrificed all the feelings of 
• f nature to honour. Perhaps this fuxn, 
•• which is defined by me to my plea- 
“ fores, is his all! Perhaps, induced 
** by defoair, he is now meditating fome 
•• terrible ftroke tgainff his own life! 
44 Perhaps* — w 

4 Hold! hold! my dear uncle! you 
4 freeze my blood with horror! The 
4 three thou&nd guineas lie on that ta- 

• blej I cannot war to look on them! 

4 And yet am I to blarney for being the 

• indirect means of this young man’s 

• afflt&ion? I did not prefs him to play, 

4 and how could I refufe to take his 

• money?’ 

* But do you know that, by becom- 

• ing a garaefter, you mud necetfarily be 
4 the caufe of a thoufand fimilar events? 

4 and muft not a thought like this ren- 

• der fuch a charaXer detertable to all 
4 thinking people? Can we be faid to be 

• the indirect means of mifery, when 

• that mifery is the inevitable confe- 
4 quence of our conduX? Saint Albin, 
'* always idle, yet always bufy, a ufelefs 
« citizen, an infignificant courtier, driv- 
4 ing from place to place, to fly from 
4 his own thoughts, and breaking his 
4 horfes wind to give them air; Saint 

• Albin, the other day, ran over a man 

• in his way to Verfailles, who died on 
4 the morrow. You know the noife 
« this affair made; you know the pub- 

• lick outcry it excited. And where- 

• fore? Becaufe this tragick accident was 
« occafioned by his want of care; be- 
4 caufe be drives full fpeed; and becaufe 
4 fiich careleflnefs implies as little pru- 
4 dence as humanity.’ 

« I am convinced, my dear uncle; 

• you have opened my e^es; I have been 
< a gsjnefter for a moment, becaufe I 
4 had not made thefe reflections; (hould 
« I continue one, I am now totally inex- 

• cufable.* 

In faft, the misfortune of Clainville, 
and the ocpoftulations of my uncle, made 
an smpreflion on my mind which was 
not to be effaced. 

I inftantly went to Clainville’s father, 
and tendered the three thoufand guineas 
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I had had the unhappinefs to win of hit 
fon; informing him, he might take 
whatever method he pleafed for the pay¬ 
ment, and protefting f was in no imme¬ 
diate want of the money. But my pro- 
pofidon was refilled with difdainl I was 
even given to underftand, he was well 
perfuaded I affe&ed a generality I 
did not feel; and that I never (hould have 
made the Offer, had I not been affined 
it would not be accepted. 

Stung by an inlinuation Co unjufl, ( 
rofe with fome warmth, and faid-—* Well, 

* Sir, fince nothing can prevail with you 

* to revoke the cruel order that deprive* 

4 your fon of liberty; do not fuppofe I 
4 will put the money I deteft to my own 
‘ private ufe; I will carry it to y the 

* Conciergerie, get a lift of the debtors, 

4 and, fince it has thrown one man into 
4 priion, it (hall make many free.’ 

So faying, I haftily left the room, 
went to the Conciergerie, did as I had 
laid, and with the three thoufand gui¬ 
neas gave liberty to forty prifoners. 

When I renounced play, I neceffarily 
renounced moft of the new connexions 
I had formed within the la ft three 
months. I had negleXed my wife; I 
returned to her with tranfport, and flic 
received me with tendernefs, and an in¬ 
dulgence that made her a thoufand times 
dearer to my heart than ever. Inuring 
the firft effufions of my reconciliation, 

I acknowledged ail my wrongs, ail my 
caprices; nor did I hide the injuftice I 
had been guilty of in iufpeXing Sinclair. 

Julia feemed both aifonifhed and af- 
fliXed at this ftrange confelfion; and, 
dreading left I Ihould again relapfe into 
the fame weaknefs, begged of me not to 
bring Sinclair fo often to the houfe as 
formerly; for, during the laft three 
or four months; I had feidom feen him, 
and he had, of his own accord, been 
much lefs frequent in his vifits. 

This was very prudent advice, but I 
did not follow it; I fuppofed myfelf cur¬ 
ed, and would prove I was: I haunted 
Sinclair, and made him everyIcind of 
advance; he loved m», and was eafily 
perfuaded I had at length become rea- 
fonable; and though he had too much 
penetration not to have perceived my 
jealoufy, yet he had no certain proof of 
it, nor could fuppofe it more than a 
flight and momentary diftemper. 

In this renewal of our friendlhip, 
however, he thought it prudent to con¬ 
fide 
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ftde a feeret to me, which unhappily 
produced an effeft entirely oppofite to 
. what he intended. He owned he nad long 
been in love: • The perfon I love,’ faid 
be, * made me prom tie not to truft the 
€ feeret to any one; family reafons of 

• the utmoft importance occaiion this 

* ifiyftery. It is only within thefe three 
« days, though I Hare a thoufand times 
« thts year paft endeavoured the fame 

• thing, that I could obtain merely her 

* permiftlon to inform you of the fitua- 
*- tion of my heart, and the Hill obfti- 

• nately perfiftt that her name fhall be 

* concealed.’ 

Had Sinclair told opt ibis with a na¬ 
tural and open air, he, perhapt, would 
for ever have re eltabliihed tranquillity 
in my foul) but, befidet his with to give 
me a proof of his confidence, he likewife 
defired to infpire me with a perfect fe- 
oority refpe&ing myfelf; and, as he was 
unwilling I (hould difcover he had ever 
divined thy jealoufy, this diftimulation 
gave him an air of conftraint and em- 
bprraffment which did not efcape ray 
obfervation; and which, by being attri¬ 
buted to a wrong motive, again produced 
all my former hears* 

Had he openly told me the truth, bad 
he acknowledged he had feen my inju¬ 
rious fufpicions, and added, that to pre¬ 
vent their return, be had informed me of 
Shit his feeret tie, he would have fpoken 
- without embatraflment, and I (hould 
have thought he (poke truth. But from 
a friendly, though falfe delicacy, he 
wiflied to fpare my fhame; he feigned 
ignorance of my ever being capable oS 
ftjfpetting him; his behaviour was con- 
, s ftfained, and his words had neither the 
manner nor tone of truth; his eyes 
i avoided mine ; he feemed to fear I 
, fteuld read his thoughts in his looks ; 

be appeared confuted, and I fuppofed my- 
4 fe If deceived. Thus, by an auk ward 
atulill-timed precaution, did he rekindle 
the .jealoufy he wifhed for ever to ex- 
tmguiftr. * 

Criminal or not criminal artifice is 
always dangerous, and frequently fatal; 
diffismdation can hardly in any cafe be 
innocent; and plain fincerity ever was, 
' and ever will be, the beft policy. It is 
. the natural fyftem of capacious fouls, 
and a certain indication of the fuperiority 
of mind and genius in thofe who adopt 
iK 

I endeavoured, however, to hide what 
gaffed in my heart; but dus heart was 


mortally wounded; and I determhfef 
ftriflly to obferve in fonts* the motions 
and conduct of Sinclair. Vexation, st 
the neceffity of deploring my misfor¬ 
tunes, made me guilty of a thoufand 
follies; I difeovered my jealoufy to more 
than one perfon; and the world is apt 
enough to believe, that a hufband bas 
always his reafons for hit fafpickms, and 
that he knows more than he reveals. 

Thus did I injurfoufly wound my wife’s 
reputation, and give (candal a praufible 
pretext to take away her drarafttr. 
Silly, unreafonable, and unjuft, I heaped 
ridicule on my own head. 

As I obferved Sinclair with a jaun¬ 
diced eye, 1 daily confirmed my own 
fofpicion. Unable to overcome the cha¬ 
grin that devoured me, and knowing 
Sinclair’s affairs would detain him fetn? 
time at Paris, I took Julia to a country- 
houfe I had near Marli. My uncle 
went with us, and her friend Belinda 
followed. 

So entirely was my mind occupied by 
paflion, and fo much was 1 altered, that 
I was become almoft infenfibleto things 
the mod interefting. I had been ar¬ 
dently defirous of children; and though 
my wife was five months advanced in 
her pregnancy, I fcarcely felt any joy at 
the event; though Julia dwelt on it with 
rapture, and was efeftftantly forming 
proje&s for the happinefs of her child, 
whom (he intended to fuckle and bring 
Up herfelf. 

When we had been in the country a 
fortnight, I Went one' morning into 
Julia’s apartment, intending to comdto 
an explanation with her. Unfortunately 
(he was gone with her friend Belinda into 
the garden. Determined to wait for her, 
I went into her bed-chamber, fat down 
on a couch, and fell into a melancholy 
reverie. Tired of waiting, in about a 
quarter of an hour I got up haftily, and, 
as I rofe, overturned the pillow, under 
which lay a pocket-book. I had never 
feen this pocket-book in Julia’s poflfef- 
fion, and yttit was nptnew. This was 
enough to excite my curiofity, and rail# 
a thoufand confufed fiifpicions.' I feized 
it, put it in my pofcket, and inftantly re¬ 
tired, orrather fkulkedjtomy Own room. 

As (bon as I was there, I locked and 
bolted myfelf inf, and funk down ii^an 
arm-chair to take breath : I was alnsoft 
fuffocated, a heavy oppreffibfr lay .upon 
my bread, and the power of refpiradon 
was nearly loft. My bands trembled; 


Digitized "by Google 



TM fiLAMM Q£ SENSUALITY* 333 


aud, itnabls to hold th# pocket-book, I 
Hidit upon the table, looked earoeftly at 
St; and the tears flatted into Ay eye*. 

* Whatim I doing!' cried 13 * ab 

* d& I could not excufe in another! It 
4 not a wafer upon a piece of paper an 

* impenetrable wall to a man ot honour 
« or honefly? and (hall I break a lock* 

* Oh, Heaven*I fraud and violence art 

* no^ more horrible ! What have my paf* 
1 ions brought me tol' 

The reflexion made me fhudder; I 
nonfidered a moment, if I fhould not 
carry it back to where I found it 3 but 
paffion whs too powerful; I gave way to 
ddpoir, took up the pocket-book with 
a kind of frensy, gave the locks wrench* 
and it flew open. 

• Heavens!'laid I, I * * 4 what is this? A 
4 pi&ure! a portrait!* 

My blood can cold, my heart funk 
within mg, my bead grew giddy, and an 
univcrfal trembling came over me. My 
eyes were fixed on the fatal pi&ure! It 
was Sinclair himfelf l * Wretch! Wo- 

* man! perfidious woman!* I cried* 

* thost died!* 

In the firft transports of rage I quite 
loft all reafon and recolle&ion; i thought 
Julia a rootifter, that fcarcely belonged 
to die fame fpecies. I burnt with a de- 
fire to difhonour, to defame her, and 
pnblifli to the world her fhame and my 
misfortunes. I began by writing apotft 
to Sinclair; it contained the following 
wards*-* 

A T length I am convinced you are 
the faufeft and Vileft of men t neither 
fuppofe you ever deceived met 'tie above 
a year fince I, learnt your perfidy. Meet 
me this eveniog behind the Cbartreux: 
charge your piftols. I claim the 
choice of weapons; you have that of'fe- 
oonds. 

I Signed it, andiew from nay cham¬ 

ber, at the door of which I met a fer- 

Vant. Aflonifhed at my wild and dif- 
trs&ed air, he flopped. I .gave him. 
the note I had ju# wr^ten, and ordered 
Him to fend a man and horfe.away with 
itinftautly to Paris; 9 afterwhkh,' added 
1, with a, voice of fury, 4 go to your 
* miftrefs, tell her I am about to depart, 

4 that I will never feeher more, and that. 

* a convent henceforth AiaU.be her oter* 

s oyj reiidsfice.* 


I then ordered my horfes, and r*a to 
my uncle's apartment. He was alone* 
and drew back with terror when he faw 
me. I related my ftory in two words t 
and added that, before this difeovery, I 
had long been well afliued of Julia’s 
felfhood. 

My unde was willing ftill to doubt; 
begged of me to lay nothing of the mat¬ 
ter, nor take any ftep till after mature 
reflection. Me added -— 4 * All refolutions 

* made in the moment of anger are im- 

* prudent, and even incur repentance 

* and regret. Befides, the ftrongefl 
4 appearances are often falfe; and, 
4 the longer we live, and the ipore ex- 
4 perience we have, the lefs do we take 
9 things upon truft.' But my uncle 
talked to the deaf; poflefied by defpair, 
and folelyoccupied by proje&s of terribit 
vengeance, I heard him not. 

I was loft in,a profound and dread¬ 
ful reverie, when all at once the door 
opened, and Julia entered. 9 Audal 
9 cious creature!’ cried I, * begone, ot 
9 dread my fury!' My uncle, terrified, 
threw himfelf before me, feized me in his 
arms, and held me with little trouble, 
for paffion had deprived me of ftrength. 

J ulia ad vanced; and, addreffing heifelf 
to my uncle — 1 Let him go,' laid flie, 
9 I have nothing to fear.* 

It is impoflible to deferibe the impref- 
fion thefe few words made on my heart; 
the found of her heavenly voice pierced 
my very foul, and filled me with doubt 
and remoife: my fury was gone; I 
looked at her, and trembled; there was 
a majeftick confidence and undeferib- 
able dignity in her form and behaviour, 
that gave additional power to her beauty, 
while the tranquillity of her countenance 
enforced.the timidity I began to feel. 
Fixed in aftonifhment and diftruft, I 
looked at her; bqt the power of fpeccU 
was fled. 

This was a moment of fearful filercc. 
At laft, Julia looked round and faw the 
pocket-book open, and the lock forced, 
which l had thrown upon the'floor. She 
flopped, and taking it deliberately up, 
laid — 4 1 now fee the caufe of your pre- 
9 fent fituation, and the outrage you 

* have-committed.' 

9 Ah, Julia!’ cried 1 , 4 is it pof. 

* fible you may be innocent f Yet why 
4 do I doubt it ? your very looks have 
4 juflifiedyou!' 

* Why, 
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* *Why, then, cruel man, have you 

* condemned me unheard?’ 

* And yet, is not that the portrait of 

* Sinclair?* / 

• Yes! hut it ft not mine.* 

• May I believe it V 

€ Sinclair has been married thele fix 

* months; the pocket-book is hit wife’s, 

* and that wife is Belinda.* 

m m m m 

A juftification fo fhort, fo clear, fb 
precife, left me without a doubt; it 
v took from jealoufy all poflibility of re¬ 
maining or returning; but it covered me 
with confu(ion fo durable, and guilt fo 
palpable, I was no longer capable of 
happinefs; I cbnld not tafte the joy of 
finding a wife fo lovely and (o virtuous, 
while I felt myfelf fo very * unworthy of 
her. 

While my uncle wept over Julia, and 
clafped her in his arms, humbled and 
confounded, I remained landing im¬ 
moveable in the fame place. My repent¬ 
ance was without tendernefs, /or it was 
without hopes of pardon. Julia returned 
the tendernefs ot my uncle; wiped the 
tears from her eyes; and, coining to me 
with a cold and ferious afpeft, began to 
relate Belinda’s dory. 

She informed me that Belinda had 
Joved Sinclair above two years; but hav¬ 
ing little fortune, and great % expecta¬ 
tions from her uncle, who had concei ved 
X prajed of marrying her toa man of hit 
own name, (he had determined to keep 
her inclinations for Sinclair fecret; but 
being her own miftrefs, and ftrongly im¬ 
portuned hy Sinclair, (he had at laft con¬ 
tented to marry him, on condition the 
marriage (houid remain private till fuch 
time as (he could bring her uncle to her 
opinion; which, with a little patience, 
(he was certain of effacing. 

* In fa&,* continued Julia, dill ad¬ 
drefling herfclf to me, * her uncle has, 

* within thefe two years, infenfibiy been 
« inclining towards the wifhes of Be- 
« linda; and (he was determined, in 
< about two months, to inform him of 
« every thing; that is, as foon as the man 
« who governs her uncle, and who wifhes 
« to have Belinda himlelf, (bould be gone 
« out of town; but the pubKck breach 

• of to-day has entirely Broken tier mea* 

« fures. She had left her pocket-book 

« in my chamber; not finding it on her 


* return, and hearing the meflage yon 
f fent by the fervant, (he eafily guefled 

* the truth. 1 know my unde,* faid 
file,' 4 and am certain that the difeovery 

* juft at this momentwill be fatal; but 

* I will not hefitate an inftant tafacri- 

* fice fortune to the honour and eale of 
f my friend. Go, juftxfy yourfelf to 

* your hufband; I will feck mine, and: 

* inform him of this event.* 

Julia’s laft lenience inftantly recalled 
to ray mind the note I had written to 
Sinclair. It was above an hour fince I 
had been fo occupied by my pafiions, 
and Julia, that I had forgot the whole 
univerie: at length, recolle&ing the mor¬ 
tal offence I had given Sinclair, T cried 
out, in a fudden feurft of exclamation-** 

* Oh, Heaven! Sinclair has by this time 

* received my note!’ 

The thought drove me half diftra&ed; 
all the injurious expreffions of this note 
came to my mind, and the remembrance 
heightened my confufion and remorfe. 
I wrote to him, however, inftantly; in* 
plored his indulgence, bis pity; and con¬ 
jured him to forget the fins which re¬ 
pentance And defpair in vain endeavoured 
to expiate. 

I received no anfwer that night, but 
the next morning a letter from Sinclair 
was brought to ray bed; I trembled 
while 1 opened it, and mad as fol¬ 
lows-* 

TT is true I was your friend, but you 
never were mine; You I who openly 
avow you have long fufpefled me of the 
bafeft of all perfidy; You! who hats 
believed me the vileft of men; were you 
ever my friend ! Oh, no! I own I (aw 
your jealoufy, but imagined your heart 
difavowed the mean fufpicion, and ulti¬ 
mately trufted me; I drought you fup- 
poied it an involuntary paflion, andr 
believed I deceived mylelf in my own 
feelings; therefore I concluded your 
jealoufy extravagant only and caprici¬ 
ous, but that you could not for a mo¬ 
ment doubt the probity of your friend. 
Such was the opinion I had of you; m 
deftro y ing this belief, you have for ever 
deftroyed the friendfhip of which it was 
the bafis. Appearances, you allcdge, 
wereio throng m this laft inftance. But 
have you notaccufcd roe in your hearts 
thoufand times previous to this event* 
Sffid$s» when the ho^ttjr of a wife and 
a friend 
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a friend is in queRion, ought we to judge 
from appearances ? 

Beiipg determined never to fee you 
again, it is my duty here to clear up 
whatever may appear myfterious in the 
conduCt of your wife. Her prudence 
would never fuffer her to hear a fecret 
from a perfon of my age: her friend 
Belinda was fufficiently acquainted with 
her to he certain of this ; therefore, in 
confiding her own to Julia, the was af- 
fured I mould remain a ftranger to that 
confidence, fo loftg as it was neceffary 
you fhould be fo too. On the other 
hand, Belinda, doubtful of your dif- 
cretioti, and mortally fearing I fhould 
open my heart }o you, exacted 'a pro- 
mife that I abfolutely would not: and, 
to engage me more readily and firmly, 
protelted (he was irrevocably refolved 
not to confide the fectet to any one per¬ 
fon, no, not even to Julia ; neither was 
it till yefterday that I difcovered this ar¬ 
tifice. 

After this explanation, when you will 
underftand the excefs of your injuft ice, 
it is to be hoped you will feel, at the lame 
time, how terrible it is never to lee our 
miftakes till they are paft reparation. 
The reafonings and counfels of friend- 
fliip have been all ineffectual; experience, 
I hope, wiU bring conviction. Remem¬ 
ber, jhat to diftrult without ceafing thofe 
that are deareft to you, to cherifn im¬ 
probable and dreadful fufpicions againlt 
them, is an infupportabie felf-punifh- 
ment, and the torment of the wicked 
gnd the weak. - 

Farewel! you have loft a faithful 
friend ! I, an illufion ! but that illufion 
was too dear to me not to be for ever re¬ 
gretted ! What facial moments have you 
foregone ! what ties have you difl’olved! 
Unhappy man! 1 bewail your fate. How¬ 
ever, anew fourceof felicity prefenrs it- 
felf: you will foon be a father; may you 
be a nappy one! 

As I ended the letter, my uncle en¬ 
tered haftily into my chamber. 4 Rife 
4 inftantly,’ faid he; 4 Julia afks for 

* you; (hehas paffed a fhocking night: 

* yefterday’s bufinfefs has had an etfeCfc 
4 which, in her fituation/may be fatal.’ 

* AneffeCf ! whateffeCl? Good God!* 
cried I, * fend to Paris for help in- 
4 ftantly.’ 

* I have done that already,’ faid my 
uncle; 4 but, ip addition to ber trouble, 

Vox. II. 


4 fhe has received news from Pari* 

* which fhe has fcarcely ftrength to fup- 
4 port. Belinda has written her a note, 

4 which contains nothing very intereft- 
4 ing; but Julia, hearing this note waa 
4 brought by the valet de chambre, fhe 
4 would fpeak to him, and learnt that 
4 Belinda had fte'n her uncle,' declared 
4 her marriage, and he has determined 
4 never to look upon her again. The 
4 relation has mortally affliCted Julia ^ 

4 and the more fo, for that you alone have 
4 been the caufe.’ • v 

During this explanation, I drefletl 
rnyfelf with a bleeding heart, and Hew 
to my wife. I found her in a fever, and 
fufferingthe pangs of labour. Thephy- 
fician arrived, and foretold* the confe- 
quences, for the fame evening fhe mif* 
carried. I nconfolable for the lofs of her- 
child, fhe could not difTembieher grief s 
4 See,’ faid fhe, bitterly weeping; * fee 
4 what you coft me!’ 

This cutting reproach, the firft fhe 
ever made me, compleated my diftrefs. 

I held rnyfelf in horror! fuppofed my- 
felf detefted! and, far from endeavour¬ 
ing to red refs the wrongs I had done, t 
aggravated them by 1 a gloomy defpair. 

As foon as my wife was capable, we 
returned to Paris. In vain did fhe en¬ 
deavour to conceal her grief; fhe mourn¬ 
ed over her late !ofs,* and wept for 
her friend ; for Sinclair, inflexible, and 
determined to fee me no more, had taken 
his wife into the fartheft part of Poitou : 
add to which, Julia had ftill another 
fubjeCf of affliction, not lefs fevere than 
the former. 

All Paris was acquainted with my 
jealoufy; and the hiltory Of the pocktt* 
book, and my behaviour, had been told 
a thoufand different ways. The avowal 
of Sinclair's marriage had not juftificcl 
Julia in the ey£s of the multitude, who 
had been deceived, too', by falle recital?; 
they concluded, from my fury, and my 
rupture with Sinclair, it was impoffible 
fhe fhould be innocent. Julia imme¬ 
diately faw, by the manner in which fl u 
was received in the world v fhe had loJt 
that confideration and refpeCl which, till 
then, had ever been paid to her virtues. 

With feelings too acute for confo- 
lation, and too proud to complain, fhe 
cheriflied in her heart a fecret ami cruel 
chagrin. I faw the injufti'e fhe ftrffered; 

I imagined her grief; I felt ltronguf 
than ever how much reafon fhe h:m io 
G g 
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Kate me, for being the foie author qf 
sill her troubles: concluding mylelf 
therefore, the objeCl of her refentment and 
averfion, I endeavoured not to confole 
W, and attributed the gentlenefs with 
which foe treated me to principle only, 
not love. Such reiterated fancies, by 
tncreahng my defpondency, foured my 
impetuous temper to tbat degree, that I 
became each day mote and more fuller 
lavage, and infupportable. 

Several months paiTed thus; till at laft^ 
perceiving Julia's health daily decline, 
and that me was re^dy to unk under 
her woes, t hidden ly took a refolution 
to part irom her, and give her back 
W liberty. I informed her of my deter¬ 
mination, alluring her, at the fame 
time, it was irrevocable. I confefs, how¬ 
ever, notwithftanding my certitude, at 
moments, of her hatred, 1 fecretly flat¬ 
tered rayfelf that this declaration would 
gflonifli, and produce a molt lively 
emotion in Julia ; and it is certain, had 
I difeovered the lnft iigns of regret on 
her part, I fhould have call myfelf at her 
feet, and abjured a refolution which 
pierced my very foul 


terror tit the eyes of Julia I fell ^ Ipr 
feet. A tear, a figh, at that moment, 
had changed my future fate ; but Ihe fti^l 
preferved her cold tranquillity, I got 
nafttly up, went to the door, and flop 
ped. * Farewel for ever !* laid I, hajf 
luffocated with paflion. Julia turned 
pale, and role as if to come to me $ I 
advanced towards her, and (he fell back 
into her chair, ready aimoft to faint. I 
interpreted this violent agitation into 
terror. 4 What, am I become a fubjeC 
* of horror V cried I j 4 well, I will dc- 
4 liver you from this odious obje&.' So 
faying, I darted from the chamber in at 
agony of defpair. 

My uncle was abfent| I no longer had 
a friend, no one to advife or counteract 
the ralhnefs of the moment. XK&ra&ed, 
totally befide myfelf, t ran to the parents 
of Julia5 declared my intention; added, 
Juliaherfelf was defirous of a reparation, 
and that I would give back all b«r 
fortune* 

They endeavoured to reafon with ms, 
but in vain ; I informed them I fooqld 


go direCtiy into the country, where I 
:rv.c3« my very wui. / mould flay three days§ and, when I came 

I was deceived in fuppoiing njyfelf back, I expected to find myfelf alone in 
hated 5 I was equally wrong in bna- my own houfe. I next writ to Julia, 19 
gining my conduct could inlpite even 
momentary love. Great minds are in¬ 
capable of hatred £ but a continued im¬ 
proper and bad conduct will produce in¬ 
difference, as it did with J ulia. I had loft 
her heart paft re cal. She heard me with 


tranquillity, without furprize, and with¬ 
out emotion, 4 My reputation,' faid 
foe, ‘ 4 is already injured, and tliis will 
4 confirm the unjuft fufpicions of the 

* publick i but if my pretence is an ob- 
4 ftacletoyour happinefs, lain ready to 
f depart; my innocence is dill my own, 
4 and J (hall have fufficient ftrength to 

* fubmit to my f ate.' 

4 pruei woman T cried J, (bedding a 
torrent of tears, 4 with what cafe dq 

* you fpeak of parting 1 ' 

. 4 Is it not your ovju propofal V 
4 And is it not t who adore you, and 
4 you who hate me?' 

4 (f £what benefit is your love to me ; 
4 or what injury is what you call my 

* hatred to you ?’ 

4 I do not hate you.’ 

The manner in which flte pronounced, 
ibis, (aid 1 b pofitively — 4 l.do not love 
4 you,' tbatl was tranfported beyondall 
bounds of patience ; I became furious; 
yet the/next jnftantj imagining. I law- 


inform her of my proceedings; and de¬ 
parted, as I had laid I would, the fame 
evening for the country. 

My paflions were too much agitated 
to let me perceive the extent of imferv to 
which I condemned myfelf ; and, what 
feems now Inconceivable, was, that 
though I loved ray wife dearer than 
ever, and was inwardly perfuaded I 
might vet regain her afFettjous, I found 
a kind of (atfsfa&ion in making our 
rupture thus ridiculotiflypubljck. I ne¬ 
ver could have determined on a repara¬ 
tion fron\ Julia with that coolnefs and 
propriety which fuch things, when ab¬ 
solutely neceffary, demand* I wanted 
to aftonifli, to agitate, to rouze her from 
her ftate of indifference* which to me 
was mote dreadful even than her hatred. 
I flattered myfelf that, bearing me, (he 
had doubted my fincerity, and.fuppofed 
me incapable of finally parting from her. 

I likewife imagined that event would 
rekindle in her heart all her former af¬ 
fection ; and this hope alone was enough 
to confirm me in the execution of. my 
projefk. I took ploafure iif fuppofing 
her incertitude, aftoni foment, and dif- 
trefs : my fancy repreiented her when 

reeding my letter* Wttldftcr, conduc¬ 
ed 
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ed by her relations, pate and trembling, 
defce nd the (lairs j faw her ftop and fign 
as (he palled the door of my apartment, 
Ind weep as ihe Hepped into the carriage. 

1 had left a truHy perfon at Paris, 
with orders to obferve her as carefully as 
pofiible; 10 watch her, follow her, 
queftion her women, and inform me of 
all (he faid or did at this critical mo* 
ment: but the relation was not long; 
Julia continued fecluded in her cham¬ 
ber, received her friends without a wit- 
iiefs, and departed by a private Hair- 
cafe, unfeen of any one. 

The fame afternoon that (he left my 
houfe, (he wrote me a note, which con¬ 
tained nearly thefe words— 


T Have followed your orders, and 

* departed from a place whither I 
fhall always be ready to return when¬ 
ever your heart (hall recall me. As to 
your propofol of giving back a fortune 
too confiderable for my prefent filia¬ 
tion, I dare expe£t r as a proof of your 
eHeem, it will not beinfifted upon : fo 
to do is now the only remaining thing 
that can add to my uneafinefs. Conde- 
jcend, therefore, to accept the half of 
an income, which can give me no plea- 
Ture if you do not partake it with me. 

This billet, which I wafhcd with my 
tears, gave birth to a crowd of reflec¬ 
tions. The contraH of behaviour be¬ 
tween me and Julia forcibly Hruck me 5 
and 1 faw by the etfe&s how much af¬ 
fection, founded upon duty, is prefe¬ 
rable to paHion. * I adore Julia,’ foid I, 
4 and yet am become her tormentor; have 
4 determined to proceed even to a fepa- 

* ration; (he loved me without paflion, 

* and was conHantly endeavouring to 
4 make me happy; ever ready tofacrifice 

* her opinions, wifties, and will, and con- 

* tim/ally pardoning real offences, while 

* I have jbeen imputing to her imaginary 
4 ones : and, atiaH, when myexceflfive 
4 folly and injuHice have loH her heart, 

* her forgivenefs and getterofity have yet 
4 furvivod her tendemefs, and Hie thinks 
4 and alls the mofl noble arid affecting 
4 duties towards an objeft (be once loved. 
‘ O yes! I now perceive true affe&ion fo 

* be that which reafon approves, and 
4 virtue flrengfhens.* 

Overwhelmed by fuch reflections, the 
moH bitter repentance widened every 
wound of my bleeding heart, I (hudder 
When 15cmefnber (h£ publick Adtfnef m 
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which I had put away my wife; and, in 
this fearful itate of -mino, I had doubt- 
lefs gone and caft tnyfelf at Julia'sffeet, 
acknowledged all my wrongs, and de¬ 
clared 1 could not live without her, had 
1 not been prevented by Temple*, which! 
for once were but too well founded. 

I had been a prodigal and a gamefter; 
and, what was (till worfe, had a Hew- 
ard who p6flej$d, in a fuperior de¬ 
gree, the ait of confuting his accounts, 
which indubitably proves fuch a perfoif 
to want either honeHy or capacity. In- 
Head of at flrH |lifchargi*g tom, I only 
begged he“would not trouble me with 
hi skills and papers ; which order with 
him needed no repetition, for it was not 
unintentionally that he had been fo ob«* 
(cure and diffufe. 

About fix months, however, before 
the period I at prefent fpeak of, he had 
feveral times demanded an audience, to 
(hew me the declining Hate of my affairs. 
At the moment, this made little im- 

S reflion upon me; but, after reading 
ulia*s note, it came into my mincj, 
and before I would think of obtaining 
my pardon, I refolved to learn my real 
fituation. 

Unhappily for me, my conduit had. 
been fuen, that I had no right to de¬ 
pend on my wife's efteem; and, if min¬ 
ed, how could I afk her to return and 
forget what was pafTed ? Would not 
(he afenbe that to intereH, which lovp 
alone had infpired f 1 The idea was infup- 
portable j and I would rather even never 
behold Julia more, than to be liable to 
be lo fulpeCtid. 

With foch ‘fears I returned ha (lily to 
Paris. But what were my fenfation9 at 
entering a houfe which Julia no longer 
inhabited, and whence Imyfelf had had 
the raadnefs and folly to banilh her! At¬ 
tacked byathoufann affli&ing thoughts, 
overwhelmed with grief and regret, lhaii 
only one hope, which was, that by oeco* 
nomy and care, I might again re-eHa- 
blifh my affairs, and afterwards obtain 
forgivenefs, and be reconciled to Julia. 

1 fent for my fteward; and began by 
declaring, the tirfl Itep I fhould take 
would be to return my wife’s fortune. 
He feemed aftonifhed at this, and wanted 
to difjfttade me, by fayinghe did not think 
k poffible I could make this reititution, 
without abfolute ruin being the confe- 
quence, I faw by this, my .affairs wue 
even much worfe than I had imagined. 
This difeovery threw me into the 
Qgi mdk 
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in oft dreadful defpair ; for to lofe my 
fortune was, according to my princi¬ 
ples, to lofe Julia eternally! 

Before I fearched my filiation to the 
bottom, 1 reftored* Julia's whole portion : 

I then paid my debts; and, thefe affairs 
iinifhed, 1 found myfelf fo complpatly 
ruined, that, in order to live, I was 
obliged to purchaffe a trifling life-annuity 
with what remained of*a large fortune. 
My eftates, horfes* houfes, all were fold; 
and I hired a finall apartment near the 
Luxembourg, about three months after 
my reparation from my wife. My uncle 
was not rich; he had little to live on, 
except a penfion from government, 
though he offered me afiiftance, which 
I refufed. 

Julia, ifi the mean time, had retired 
into a convent. On the very day I had 
quitted my houfe, I received a letter 
from her in the following terms. 

CJINCE you have forced me to receive 
^ what you call mine: fmee you treat 
me like fc ftranger, I think myfelf jufti- 
j&ed in doing the fame. When I left 
your houfe, the fear of offending you, 
jn appearing todefpife your gifts, occa¬ 
sioned me to take with me the diamonds 
and jewels which you had prefented to 
me: it was your rrqueft, your com¬ 
mand, that I fhould do fo, and I held 
obedience my duty. But fince you fhew 
me you will not a<St with the fame deli¬ 
cacy, I have determined to part with 
thefe ufelefs ornaments, which never 
were valuable but as coming from you. 
I found a favourable opportunity of 
felling ttyem advantageoufty for twenty- 
four thoufand livres,(a thoufand pounds) 
whi-h I have fent to your attorney, as a 
Stun I was indebted to you, and which 
you cannot oblige me to take back, 
fince it is nbt mine. 

I have been in the convent of **** 
for thefe two months paft, where I in¬ 
tend to remain for fome weeks at leaft, 
pnlels you take me hence. We have 
it fine eftate in Flanders ; they fay it is- 
ji charming country. Speak but a words 
and I am ready to go with you, t to live 
with you, to die with you. 

How fliall I deferibe my feelings at 
reading this letter! 4 Oh, Julia!' cried I, 

• lovely,adorable woman! Is it poflible! 
4 Oh, God ! Can it be, that I have ac- 

• eufed')ou of perfidy! have done every 
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* thing in my power to diflionour you! 

4 have abandoned you! What! a heart 
} fo delicate, fo noble, did I oncepofltfs, 

* and have I loft it! OJi, mifery! I might 
4 have been the hap)>ieft of men ; .1 am 

* themoft wretched. And can I, in my 
4 prefent circumftances, accept the gene-/ 

* rous pardon thou offered! Oh, no! Bet* 

4 ter die than fodebafe myfelf! No, Ju- 
4 lia, though thou mayeft truly accufe 
4 me of extravagance and injuftice, thou 
4 never /halt have reafon to fufpe£t me 
4 of meannefs.’ 

Streams of tears ran down my cheeks, 
while I reafoned thus. I wrote twenty 
anfwers and tore them all; at laft I 
fent the following. 

T Admire the noble manner oF your 

proceeding, the fublimity of your 
mind ; and yet this/excefs of generofity 
is not incom prehen Able to me. Yes, I 
conceive all the felf-fatisfaftionof faying, 
all which the mod tender love can in- 
fpire, virtue alone fhall make me per* 
form.—But I will not take advantage 
of it’s empire over you. Live free; be 
happy, forget me. Adieu, Julia; you 
have indifputahly all the fuperiority of 
reafon over pafliom—and yet I have a 
heart, perhaps, not unworthy of youfs. 

With this letter I returned the twenty- 
four thoufand livres; ordering it to J>e 
told her, that the diamonds having been 
given at bermarriage, were undoubtedly 
hers ; and having once received, fhe had 
no right to force them back upon me. 

I had now made a facrifice the mod 
painful ; Julia had offered to confecrate 
her life to me, and I had renounced a 
happinefs without which there was nei¬ 
ther happinefs nor peace on earth for 
me. My grief, however, was rather 
profound than violent: I had offered 
up felicity at the altar of honour; and 
that idea, in fome meafure, fupported 
me. Befides, I did not doubt but my 
letter would prove to Julia that, not- 
withftanding all my errors, I yet was 
worthy her efteem. The hope of ex¬ 
citing her pity, and efpecially her re* 
gret at parting from me, again animated 
my heart: l fuppofed her relenting and 
grieved, and the fuppofition gave me a 
little eafe, 

I had lived about a fortnight retired 
in my lodging near the Luxembourg, 
when I received an drder to depart im¬ 
mediately, 
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mediately, and join my regiment. Peace 
had been declared near a year, and my 
regiment was in a garrifon two hundred 
leagues from Paris. I was one of the 
moil ignorant colonels in Europe; be- 
fides that I ftill (ecretly c hen fried the 
fond hope Julia was not loft to me for 
ever: thoflgh I per feftly felt I could 
not recede, nor could (he make any far¬ 
ther advances, yet ftill I flattered myfelf 
£bme unforefeen event would again con¬ 
fer a blefling on me which I had never 
Uncerely renounced. 

In foft, I could not refolve to quit 
Paris, and put the intolerable fpace of 
two hundred leagues between me anc^ 
Julia : I wrote therefore to the minifter, 
to obtain leav.e of abfence; which was 
refufed me, and I inftantly threw up my 
cbm million. 

, Thus did I quit the fervice at five and 
twenty j and thus did paflion and folly 
direft my conduft in all the moft im¬ 
portant events of life. 

This laft aft of extravagance was the 
caufe of great vexation to me; it in- 
creafed and compleated the difference 
between me and my uncle, who was 
previoufly very angry with me for rafh- 
ly feparating from my wife: fo that I 
now found myfelf ablolutely forfaken by 
every perfon in the world whom I loved* 

At firft, indeed, I did not feel all the 
horror of my fituation, being folely oc¬ 
cupied by one idea which fwallowed up 
al) the reft. I willed to fee Julia,once 
more. I imagined, if I could hut find 
any means of appearing fuddenly and 
unexpectedly before her, I (hould revive 
fome part of the afleftion (he formerly 
had for me. But I could not alk for 
her at the convent; for what had I to 
fay ? She never went out, and her apart¬ 
ment was in the iriterior part of the 
houfej, how ther^.could I come to the 
fight of her ? 

I had a valet, who happened to be 
acquainted with a coufin of one of the 
Tourieres. I fpoke.to this man, and 
got him to give me a letter for his coufin 
the Touriere; in which I was announ¬ 
ced as one of his friends, and fteward tq 
a country lady who wanted to fend her 
daughter to a convent. 

Accordingly, at twilight, I wrapped 
myfelf up in a great coat, put on an old 
flouched hat, and went to the convent. 
The Touriere was exaftly fuch a perfop 
ps I wiflied; that is, (he was exceeding¬ 
ly talkative and communicative. At 
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firft I put fome vague queftions to her % 
and afterwards fall, my mrltiefs was 
not abfolutely determined to lend her 
daughter to a convent; whence I took 
occafion to alk if they had many board- 
ers ? ^ 

4 O yes,’ replied (he, 4 and married 
4 women too, I affure you.’ Here my 
• heart beat violently ; and Ihe, with a 
whifper, a fmile, and an air of fecrefy, 
added— 4 You muft know, Sir, it is this 
4 very convent that inclofes the beauti- 
4 ful Madame de la Palini£re,of whom 
4 you have certainly heard fo much.’ 

4 Yes, yes, I have: Ihe is a charm- 
4 ing womanP 

4 Charming ! Oh, beautiful to a de- 
4 greet It is a great pity — But it is 
4 to be hoped God will grant her the 
4 gift of repentance.’ . N 

4 Repent 1 of what?’ 

4 Sir!-Yes, yes, Sir; it is plain 

4 enough you are juft come from the 
4 country, of you could no: alk fuch a 
4 quefrion. So you don’t know ?’ 

4 I have heard Ihe had a capricious, 

4 unjuft hulband; but—’ 

4 O yes ! That to be lure Ihe.had i 
4 every body talks of his folLy and bru- 
4 tality; but that will not excnle her 
4 conduft. I hear every thing, and cjin 
4 affure you Ihe is here much againft her 
4 inclination; nay, Ihe would not have 
4 come, had (he not dreaded an order 
4 for imprifonment.’ 

4 Imprifonnient! O Heavens!’ 

4 Not for her good behaviour., as you 
4 may fuppofe. Why, (lie is neither 
4 l’uffered to go out, nor fee any perfon, 
4 whatever, except her neareft relations. 

4 Oh! Ihe leads a very melancholy life! 

4 You may well think, our nuns will 
4 not have any communication with a 
4 wife fa lie to her hufband's bed. The 
4 Very boarders wijl not look at her; 
4 every body avoids her as they would 

* infeftion. God forgive her 1 Ihe muft 
4 do peaance yet; but, inftead of that, 

4 Ihe is playing upon the harpfichord all 
4 day long; is as frelh as a role, and 
4 looks better every day. She muft be 
4 ltubborn in fin.’ 

4 And does not (he feetn lorrowful ?* 

4 Not at all: her woman fays Ihe ne- 
4 ’yer faw, her fd contented. For my 
4 own part, I am charitable; and hope 
4 (he may yet be reclaimed, for Ihe has 
4 not a bad heart: Ihe is generous and 

* charitable; and yet (he has infilled 
4 upon having all her fortune reftored, 

4 *nd 
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• and has left her hufband in abfolute 
4 want. You will tell me be is mad 
r and Foolifh, has ruined himfelf no- 
4 body knows how, and has Juft fuf- 
4 fered the difgrace of being degraded 
4 in the army, I own they have taken 
4 away his cornmiffion : yes, he has loft 
4 his regiment; but yet, I fay, a huf- 
4 band is a hufband. The poor man 
4 wrote to her about a month fince, to 

• beg herafliftance; but no: (he told 
4 him plainly, "No!” It is very hard, 
4 though. I have all thefe things from 

• the heft authority; I don’t talk by 
4 ttearfay: I have been fifteen years in 
4 this houfe; and, I thank my God, 
4 nobody could ever fay I was a tatler, 
4 or a vender of fcandal.* 

The Touriere continued, at her own 
cafe, praifing herfelf. I had not the 
power of interruption left. She was 
loudly called for, kept talking all the 
way (he went, and in a few minutes 
returned. 

4 It was the relation of a young no- 
4 vice* who takes the veil to-morrow, 
4 ‘ that wanted me/ faid (he. * Ah ! 
4 now; there! there is a true convert! 
4 A call of grace! Gives fifty thoufand 
francs (two thoufand and eighty-three 
4 pounds) to the convent! You ought 
4 to fee the ceremony i our boarders will 

• all be there, and you can take a peep 
4 > through the church window.* 

, * At what o’clock will it begin ?* 

4 Three in the afternoon. The no- 
4 vice is as beautiful as an angel, and is 
4 only twenty. Had (he not loft her 

• lover and her father in the fame year, 
4 (he would never have attended to the 
4 blefTed infpirationsof theSpirit. "How 
4 good Providence i9 to us! Her father 
4 died firtt; and her lover, who was im^ 

• prifbned at Saumur, about five months 

• after, of a broken beart,as it is thought.’ 
4 What was his name ?’ cried I, in an 

agony not to be deferibed. 

4 The Marquis of Clainville,* re¬ 
plied the Touriere; 4 and our novice is 
‘ called MademoifelleD’Ebene.’ 

Thia laft fentence went with inex- 
preflibfe torture to my heart. I rofe 
luddenly, and ran out, with an excla¬ 
mation that threw the Touriere into 
aftonifbmcnt and terror. 

Arrived at my lodgings, I threw 
myfelf on a fofa, penetrated, torn, and 
confounded, at all I had heard. The 
veil was rent away, the iilufion pads 


I knew at length the extent of my mi- 
fery; faw to what a pitch my extra¬ 
vagant conduit had ftained my wife's 
reputation; felt how impoffible it was 
for this innocent viftim of my diftrac- 
tion truly to pardon the injury I had 
done her, by destroying the moft pre¬ 
cious thing a woman poffi^Tes $ and 
owned, thar the unjuft contempt with 
which the world treated her ought in- 
ceffantly to reanimate her refentment 
againft me it’s author. To her virtue 
alone tould I now attribute her gene¬ 
rous manner of ailing. 

In fait, frqm the account given by 
the Touriere, it was evident that Julia, 
eonfoled by the teftimony of a good 
confidence, was refigned to her fate, 
and lived at peace; which file tould not 
continue to do, but by burying my me* 
mory in eternal oblivion. 

• God of mercies!* cried I, 4 into 
* what a frightful abyfs have my paf- 
4 (ions plunged me! Had I fubdued 
4 jealoufy, had I overcome my natural 
4 impetuofity, my idlenefs, and inclina- 
4 tion for play, I (hould have enjoyed a 
4 confiderable fortune^ (hould not have 
4 borne the inward and dreadful re- 
4 proach of effelUng the death of a 
4 worthy young man, nor of being the 
4 primary cauk of the facrifice which 
4 his unhappy miftrefs will make to- 
4 morrow : I (hould have been the de- 
4 light of a benefa&or, an uncle, who 
4 At prefent juftly thinks me ungrateful 
4 and incorrigible; and (hould not cow- 
4 ardly, at five and twenty^ have ne- 
4 nounced the duty of ferving my king 
4 and country. Far from being an 
4 objel! of contempt and publick cen, 
4 fure, I (hould have been univerfally 
k beloved; and, in pofleflion of the 
4 ger.tleft, moft charming, and moft 
4 virtuous of women; (hould have bad 
4 the moft faithful and amiable of 
4 friends; and, moreover, (hould have 
4 been a father! Wretch! of what in- 
4 eftimable treafures baft thou deprived 
r thyfelf! Now thou mayeft wander for 
4 ever, lonely and defolate, over the 
4 peopled earth !* €o laying, I caft my 
defpairing eyes around, terrified, as it 
were, at my own comfortlefs and foli- 
tary fituation. 

Buried in thefe refte&ions, my atten¬ 
tion was rouzed by the found of hafty 
footfteps upon the flairs. My door 
fuddenty opened; a man appeared* and 
' ran 
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ran towards me; I rofe inftin&ively, 
advanced, and in an inftant found my- 
Iclf in the arras of Sinclair! 

While he prefled me to his bofom, I 
could not reftrain my tears ; his flowed 
plentifully. A thou fan d contending 
emotions were ftruggling in my heart 5 
but exceflive confufion and fhame were 
mod prevalent, and kept me fiient. 

* I was at the farther part of Poitou, 
4 my friend,* faidSinclair; ‘and knew 

* not till lately how necelTary the con- 
4 folations of friendfhip were become: 
4 befides, I wanted fix months for my 

* own affairs, that I might afterwards 
< devote myfelf to you. I am juft come 
4 from Fontainbleau, have obtained 
4 leave of abfence, and you may now 
4 difpofe of me as you pleafe.’ 

* Oh, Sinclair !’ cried I* ‘ unworthy the 
4 title of your friend, I no longer de- 
4 ferve, no more can enjoy, the precious 
4 confolations which friendfhip fo pure 
4 thus generoufly offers: I am paft help, 
4 paft hope!* 

4 Not 4 b,’ faid he, again embracing 
me; ‘ I know thy heart, thy native fen- 
4 fibility, and noble mind. Had I no- 
« thing but compaflion to offer, certainly 
4 I could not comfort, I fhould have 
4 wept for and aflifted thee in fecrer; but 
4 thou wouldft not have l'een me here; 
4 no, friendfhip infpires and brings me 
4 hither, with a happy affurance I fhall 
4 (often thy anguifh.* ' 

Sinclair’s difeourfe not only awakened 
the moil lively gratitude, but railed me in 
.my own efteem. In giving me back his 
friendfhip, he gav<e me hopes of myfelf. 
f immediately opened my whole heart 
to him, and found a fatisfa&ion of which 
I had long been deprived, that of fpeak- 
ing without difguife of all my faults 
and all my forrowa. The melancholy 
tale was pften interrupted by my tears; 
and SiBclair, after hearing me with as 
much attention as tendernefs, raifed his 
pye$ to heaven, and gave a deep figh. 

4 Of what ufe,' faid he, ‘ are wit, fen- 
4 fibility of foul, or virtuous difpofitions, 
4 without thofe folid, thole invariable 
4 principles, which education or expe- 
4 rience alone can give ! He who has 
4 never profited by the kffons of others, 
f can never grow wife but at his own 
4 expejDce* and is only to be taught by 
4 his errors and misfortunes.’ 

Sinclair then conjured me to leave 
Paris for a time, and travel; adding, 
that he would go with me; and prefled 


me to depart without delay for Italy. 4 1 
4 give mylelf up entirely to your guid- 
4 ance,* faid I; 4 difpofe of a wretch 
4 wh<V without your aid muft fink be- 
4 neath his load of mifery.’ Profiting 
accordingly by the temper in which he 
found me, he made me give my word 
to fet off in two days. 

The evening before my departing, I 
wi filed once more to revifit the plage 
where I had firft beheld my Julia, fy 
was in the gardens of the Palais Royal; 
but, afiiamed of appearing in publick, I 
waited till it was dark. There was mu- 
fick there that evening, and a great oon- 
courfe of people; fo hiding myfelf in the 
moft gbfeure part of the great alley^ I 
fat do,wn behind a large tree. 

I had, not fat long, before two men 
came and placed themfelves on the other 
fide of the tree. I iiiftantly knew one of 
them, by the fouud of his voice, to be 
Dainval; a young coxcomb, without 
wit, breeding, or principles; joining to a 
ridiculous'affectation of perpetual irony 
a pretenfion to think philofophically; 
laughing at evtry thing; deciding with 
felf-fufficicncy; a$ once pedantick and 
fuperficial; fpeaking with contempt of 
the beft men and the molt virtuous ac¬ 
tions; believing himi'elf profound b ycx* 
lumniating goodnefs. 

Such was Dainval; a man whom I 
had believed my friend till the moment' 
of my ruin, and whole pernicious exam~ 
pie and advice I had too often fbllowed- 
I was going to rile and remove, when 
the found of my own name awaked my 
curiofity, and I heard the following dia¬ 
logue began by Dainval— 

4 Oh, yes; it is very certain he fet$ off 
4 to-morrow morning with Sinclair for 
4 Italy.’ 

4 How! is he reconciled to Sinclair!’ 

4 The belt friends on earth! Geoc- 
4 rofity on one fide, repentance bn the 
4 other; mutual tendernefs, tears, and 
4 tortures; prayers, pardons, and paci- 
4 fications. The feene was truly pa- 
4 thetick.* 

4 So there is not a word of truth in all 
4 the late town-talk ? v 

4 What, of their being rivals ? Why 
4 ftiould you think fo ?’ 

4 Whv, how is it poflible that Sh}- 
4 clair mould be fo interelled about a 
4 man he had betrayed V 

4 Ha! ha! — —I do not pique irsvjdf 
r much for finding reafons for oGcr 
* men's a&iojis, though I do a h l . r 


Digitized by 


Google 




242 NEW NOVELIST^ MAGAZINE. 


* the faculty of feeing things as they 

* are. Sinclair, (till foml of Julia, would 

* reconcile her to her hufband, in order 
4 to get her out i f a convent again. The 

* thing is evident enough.’ 

* But wherefore, then, go to Italy ?’ 

* To give the town time to foiget the 

* hiltory of the picture and the pocket- 

* book.' 

* And yet there are many people who 

* pretend the pocket-book was Be- 

* linda's.* 

* A fable invented at lcifure! The 

* fa£l is, poor La Paliniere knew well 
4 enough, previous to that difcovery, 

* how matters went, and had told what 

* he knew above a year before to 4vho- 

* ever would listen.* 

* Is he amiable, pray? What fort of 

* a man is he ?' 

* Who? La Paliniere?—A pool*crea- 

* turel talents exceflively confined; half 

* (tupidj no imagination j no relburce; 

* no chara&er. At his firft coming into 

* life, he threw himfelf in my way, and 

* I toqk him under my tuition : hut I 

* foon law it was labour in vain; could 
1 never make any figure; a head ifl- 

* turned ; Gotlnck notions ; trifling 

* views; fcarce common lenfeja prodi- 

* gal, that gaped with confufion at the 
4 fight of a creditor; a gameller, that 

* prided himfelf on generality and great - 
4 nefs of foul with a dice-box in his 
4 hand; any man’s dupe; ruining him- 

* felf without enjoyment, and without 

* eclat.’ 

4 Have you f«en him (incehis clalh?’ 

4 No, but I burnt all our accounts; 
4 he'll never hear of them more.’ 

4 Did he owe you many play* debts ?* 

4 Numberlefs. I have deft toyed his 

* notes: not that l brag of luch things, 
4 nor Ihuuld I mention this to any body 
4 elfe. It is a thing of courfe, you 
4 know, with a man of fpirit; though I 
4 would not have you fpealc of it.’ t 

I could contain myfelf no longer at 
this faKhood. 4 Liar!' cried I, 4 be- 
4 hold me ready to pay all I owe you! 
4 Retire from this place, and I hope to 

* acquit myfelf.’ 

4 Faith,’ laid Dainval, with a forced 
fmile, * I did not expert you juft now, I 

* muftconfefs. As to your cut-throat 
4 propofal, it is natural enough from you; 
4 you have nothing to lofe, but I nnift 
4 take another year to compieat my 
4 ruin; therefore, when you return from 


4 Italy, or thereabouts, why we (hall 
4 fight on equal terms.* 

So faying, he ran off, without wait¬ 
ing for a reply; and left me with too 
much contempt for his cowardice to 
think of puii’uit. 

4 This, then, is the man,* faid I to my¬ 
felf, 4 whom I once thought amiable, by 
4 whofe counfels I have been often guid- 
4 ed ! What a depth of depravity! What 
4 a vile and corrupted heart! Oh, howhi- 
4 deous is vice when Teen without a veil! 

4 It never (educes but when concealed; 

4 and, having ever a greater proportion 
4 of impudence than of artifice, it loon 
4 or late will break the brittle mafk widv 
4 which it’s true face is covered.’ 

This laft adventure furnifhed me with 
more than one fubjefl for reflection; it 
taught me how carefully thole who prize 
their reputation ought to avoid making 
themfelves the topick of publick conver- 
fation, in which the farcafms of fcandal 
are always moft prevalent. The mali¬ 
cious add and invent; and the foolilh 
and the idle hear and repeat: truth is 
oblctired ; and the deceived publick con¬ 
demn without appeal. 

In the midft of thefe thoughts, there 
was one more afflicting than ail the reft: 
I was arrived at that height of milery, 
that my greateft misfortune was not that 
of being ever feparated from Julia; no* 
I had another (till more infupportable. 
The moil virtuous and innocent of wo¬ 
men, the ornament and glory of her fex, 
groaned beneath the opprobrious burden 
of the world’s contempt; and I alone 
was the caufe of this cruel iniuftice: 
the remembrance'of this diftra6led me, 
and made me almoft infenfible to the 
confolationsoffriendftiip. 4 Yes,’ faid I 
to Sinclair, 4 I could fuffer fingly for 
4 my errors, and fupport ;ny punifhment 
4 perhaps with fortitude. Time, I know, 
4 deftroys paflion and regret; but it nc- 
* ver can enfeeble the remorfe of a feel- 
4 mg heart, born to the pra&ice of vir- 
4 tue. The day may come, when Julia 
4 will no longer live in my imagination 
4 with all thole fedu£live charms I now 
4 continually behold; but (he will ever 
4 remain there the innocent facrifice of 
4 folly and diftra&ion; and the remem- 
4 brance of that will be the torment of 
4 my life.’ 

In effe< 5 l, neither the tender cares of 
Sinclair, nor the diftipation of a long 
voyage, CQuld weaken my chagrin. 

When 
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When we returned to Paris, Sinclair was 
obliged to leave me, and rejoin his regi¬ 
ment ; and I departed almoft immedi¬ 
ately for Holland; where, fix months 
after, Sinclair came to me. He fug- 
gefted an idea of my undertaking fome 
kind of commerce, and, lent me money 
neceffary to make a beginning. 

Fortune feconded this new project; 
and I forefaw the portability of regain¬ 
ing the happinefs I had lort. The define 
of laying the fruits erf my travels at the 
feet of my Julia, gave me as much in- 
duftry as perfeverance: I vanquifhed 
my natural indolence, and the tirefome 
difguft with which this new fpecies of 
employment at firft infpired me; and read 
and refle&ed during the time that bufi- 
nefs did not call mv attention. 

Study foon ceafed to appear painful: 
J. acquired a partionate love for reading; 
my mind was infenfibly enlightened, my 
ideas were enlarged, and my heart became 
calm. Induftry, reading, and thinking, 
recovered me, by degrees, from the fo- 
poriferous draught of indolence; reli¬ 
gion likewife gave fortitude to reafon, 
elevated my (bul, and rele *fed me from 
the tyrannical empire of partion. 

This revolution in mv temper and 
fentiments did not at all change my pro- 
jeBs. It is true, I had no longer that 
exceflive and filly partion for Julia which 
had made us both fo unhappy: I loved 
with lefs violence, with lels felf-intereft, 
butwith more certainty. Partion is al¬ 
ways blind, felfifh, and feeking it’s own 
fatisfa&ion ; friend (hip is founded on 
efteem, owes all it’s power to virtue, is 
more affc&ionate, and the more affec¬ 
tionate it rs, the more it is equitable and 
generous. 

I parted five years in Holland; during 
which time I was conftantly fortunate in 
thebqfinefs in which I was engaged: 
and at length, by extreme oecom my and 
unwearied artiduity, entirely re-eftablifh- 
ecf my fortune. I then thought of no¬ 
thing but of once more vifiting my own 
country. I imagined, with the moft 
tender delight, the happinefs I was go¬ 
ing to regain; when, falling at the feet 
of Julia, I might fay to her—‘ I return 

* worthy of you; I return to confecrate 

* my JifetoyourhappiiieTs.' 

Thus,occupied by the rr.oft delightful 
of ideas, I departed from Holland: far, 
alas \ from fufpe&ing the blow I was 
about to receive. 

I had written to Sinclair, defiring him 
to inform Julia of my journey; and re* 

VOL. II. 


ceived an anfwer at BrufTels, by which 
I learned Julia had had a fever; but, at 
the fame time, the letter artured me fhe 
had not been dangeroufly ill, and was 
almoft. recovered. The explanations 
which accompanied that letter prevented 
all uneafinefs; and I continued my route 
with no other fear than that of feeing 
Julia more furprized than affected atyny 
refolutions and return. 

I drew nearer and nearer to Paris; 
and at laft, when within twenty leagues* 
I met Sinclair, who flopped my car¬ 
riage, and defeended from his own. I 
opened my door, and flew to embrace 
him; but, as foon as my eyes met his, I 
fhuddered : .aftonifhment and terror ren¬ 
dered me fpeechlefs. Sinclair opened 
his arms to me; but his face was bathed 
in tears, 4 durff not alk the reafon; 
and he had not the power to tell me. I 
cxp^led the worft; and, from that mo¬ 
ment, faithlefs, fleeting joys, for ever 
forfook my heart! * . 

Sinclair dragged me towards Vny car¬ 
riage without fpeaking a fingle word; 
and the poftillions initantly quitted the 
road for Paris. ‘ Whither are you tnk- 
‘ ingme?’ cried I, diftradedly. ‘Tell 

* me; I will know!’ 

€ Ah, unhappy man !' 

* Go on!—continue !—ftrike me-to 
c the heart!’ 

Sinclair anfwered not; but wept, and 
embraced me. ‘ Tell me,’ continued I, 

‘ what is my fate? Is it her hatred, or 

* her lofs, thou wouldll announce ?’ 

Sinclair’s lips opened to anfwer. and 

my heart funk within me: I wanted the 
courage to hear him pronounce my fen- 
tence. ‘ Oh, my friend!’ added I, ‘ my 

* life this moment is in thy hands!’ 

The Supplicating tone with wh’ch I 

fpoke thefe words, fufficiently expirif d 
my feelings'. Sinclair looked at me With 
compaflion in his eyes. ‘ I can be 

* lilent,’ faid he; ‘ but lare nor de- 

* ceive.* He flopped : I afked no im re; 
and. the reft of the route, we both n-.pt 
a profound ffence, which was only in¬ 
terrupted by my fobs and fighs. 

Sinclair conduced me to a country- 
houfe, vyhere I at length received a con¬ 
firmation of my mifery. Alas ! all was 
loft! Julia exiled no more! Her death 
not only deprived me of all felicity, 
but took from me the menus of re¬ 
pairing my faults, of expiating my paft 
errors, except by regret, repentance, and 
by daily pouring out my lilent griefs 
before an elegant maufolcum, whicn the 
H h ' generous 
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generous friendlhip of Sinclair had for the reft of my days. Sinclair pro- 
Jcindly cauled to be ere&ed to her me- mifed to come and fee me once a year; 
tnory in the neighbourhood of his and, though fifteen are now patted fince 
country-houfe. that event, we have never been eighteen 

The remainder of my hiftory has no- months without feeing each other, 
thing interefting. Confoled by time Sinclair, at prefent in his fifty-eighth 
and religion, I consecrated the reft of year, has run a career the moft brilliant 
jny career to friendfhip, ftudy, and the and the moft fortunate: a happy father, 
offices of humanity: I obtained my a fucctfsful warrior, covered with glory, 
uncle's pardon; the care of making loaded with Fortune's favours, he enjoys 
liim happy became my greateft delight; a felicity and fate the more tranfeendent, 
and I fulfilled, without effort, and in in that they only could be procured by 
their whole extent, thofe facred duties virtue united to genius. 

•which nature and gratitude required. As for myfelf, I might yet, in my 
Though my uncle was far advanced in obfeure mediocrity, find nappirtefs, were 
years, Heaven ftill permitted him to re-' it not for the mournful, the bitter re¬ 
main with me ten years ; after which, I membrance, of the evils which others 
bad the misfortune to lofe him. I have fuffered through the errors of my 
|>urchafed his ellate, and retired thither youth. 


THB 

HISTORY OF CECILIA WEBSTER. 

T HE variety of fituations into which it on fuchoccafions fhineonthefoul, add- 
we are all occafionally thrown, uig new charms to it's original bright- 
whether our fphere in life be fplendid or nefs, and fetting every omcious inno- 
obfeure, calls loudly for the conftant vation at defiance! To record the igno- 
exertion of every virtue; and there are minions fate of vice is certainly laud- 
few, if any, who in the time of adverfity able; but to paint the diftreffes of mif- 
iummon reafon and reflexion to their guided innocence, and it's fplendid re¬ 
aid, that do not, however great their ward for the prefervation of it's bright- 
misfortunes, experience the chearing eft gem, through the unbounded path 
condolence of an invifible good monitor, of temptation, cannot fail of reminding 
By afting up to the dilates of an un- the wanderer, that—* 
tainted confeience, we may welcome ca¬ 
lamity with a fmile, and ferenely view “ Vice is a monfter of fuch frightful mien, 
the ineffcflual attacks of malevolence; u As, to be hated, need# but to be feen.** 
whole Ioathfome darts, unable to pene¬ 
trate the virtuous bofont, direft their A town bounded by the fea, delight- 
difappointed force againti a lei’s power- fully fituated in a remoteweftern county, 
ful adverfary: but it is difficult to repel gave birth to Mr. Webfter, whofe father 
thofe evils which originate from the im- was a refpe&able attorney, and bred his 
purity of our hearts, that being the fon to the fame profeflion. 
fourCeof their exiftence. The only hope On the death of the old gentleman, 
is, that this circumftance, inftead of which happened in Mr. Webfter’s 
precipitating the unhappy vi&im to per- twenty-fifth year, he pursued the exem¬ 
ption, may remind him of the pre- plary conduft of his regretted patent, 
eminence of virtue, once nearer his witn a perfeverance and zeal which would 
reach; and ftimulate him gradually to have graced any ftation. To compleat 
labour for the attainment of it’s delight- the felicity that on all (ides prefented it- 
fuLand advantageous fnmmit. Virtue felf, from tbe univerfal efteem which his 
has undoubtedly fometimes received known probity never failed to fecurc^ 
temptations almoft too powerful; but he paid his addrefies to the daughter of 
bow confpicuoully do we often fee it re- an eminent phyfician of the fame place; 
warded by the timely intervention of and foon obtained her hand, with the 
Providence! and with what additional entire pofleflion of her heart, though un- 
JLuftre, with what divine refulgence, does accompanied by any very confiderahle 

fortune, 
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fortune. Mr.Webfter’s knowledge was 
by no means confined to the law; hav¬ 
ing a liberal and capacious mind, he ac¬ 
quired a degree of excellence in every ac- 
coniplifhment requifite to form the com- 
pleat gentleman, the intelligent ’ and. 
agreeable companion: nor was Mis. 
Webfter lefs fuccefsful in cultivating the 
various graces which eonftitute the ac¬ 
complished gentlewoman. Happy in the 
po Hellion of each other, and blefted with 
numerous friends, their years rolled on 
through fcenes of perpetual delight. 
Two children, a fon and a daughter, 
compleated their felicity, Cecilia, the 
eldeff, was inftruXed principally under 
their own care; and her brother, a very 
promifing youth, was placed at a dis¬ 
tant boarding-fchool, where he remained 
till his thirteenth year. Cecilia was the 
darling of Mrs. Webfter, whofe perpe¬ 
tual ftudy was to ennoble her immature 
ideas^and place her in the indubitable 
path of reaitude and honour. Harry 
and his‘lifter were indeed the delight of 
both their parents. The former having 
acquired an umifually early knowledge 
of navigation, folicited his father to 
countenance his propenfity for the fea; 
a requeft with which he at length reluc¬ 
tantly complied. A brave commander, 
who afterwards loft his life in the Weft 
Indies, having at this time a fummer 
refidence in the neighbourhood, and 
whofe affairs Mr. Webfter had long 
conduced with fidelity and fatisfaXion, 
chearfully undertook to become his pa¬ 
tron, and rated him as a midfhipman 
immediately on the commencement of 
the war. Cecilia every day furnifbed 
new proofs of an enlarged and a fufcep- 
tible mind; fhe not only excelled in 
mufick and dancing, but gave evident 
tokens of a tafte for literature, which 
her parents chearfully encouraged. She 
abhorred the difgufting affeXation which 
too frequently icfults from a confciouf*- 
neis of poflefting uncommon perfonal 
charms, which me very probably re¬ 
garded only as important appendages to 
thofe who poffefs no other qualification. 
Shehad now attained her feventeenth year, 
when the female mind is fufceptible of 
every tender impulfe; and, if not power¬ 
fully proteXecf by reafon, as well as 
duty, often proves unequal to the! talk of 
repelling thedangerous attacks of worth- 
lefs i^fignificants, who boaft .of favours 
never conferred, and °f. connexions 
jaobie only in words. Among fhc va¬ 


rious admirers who prefented themfefves* : 
there was not a fingle one whom Cecilia 
ever prefumed to favour without firft 
confuting Mrs. Webfter; who being 
the moft indulgent of parents, never 
refufed her fanXion to any of thofe in¬ 
nocent recreations among the youth of 
both fexes, which muft naturally tendl 
to inform and delight the mind, where 
the young people are all alike amiable. 

Mr. Webfter had been engaged in a 
fuccefsfuloaufeagainft Sir Thomas Ben- 
fon, of the adjoining town; who being 
exafperated at the decifion of the jury 
againft him,, determined to confign the 
final inveftigation to a fuperior court. 
Mr. Webfter, finding his prefence would 
be neceffary in the metropolis on this oc- 
cafion, expreffed a defire to be accom* 
panied by Mrs. Webfter and her daugh¬ 
ter; whole refidence being fo exceedingly 
remote, they might otherwife never have 
an opportunity of enjoying the variety 
of it's entertainments, and beholding 
it’s outward grandeur and magnificence. 
The young lady received the news with 
the urmoft joy; as much from thekind- 
nefs of her father in making the offer, 
as from the defire of gratifying her own 
curiofity. But Mrs. Webfter begged to 
decline the propofal, as they hourly ex- 
peXed the arrival of their fon Harry 
From a long cruize, whofe fhip had been 
in feveral engagements. This con n 
fideration had alfo much weight with 
the young lady; but, from the recol, 
leXion of the known kindnefs of his 
captain, who, it was fuggefted, would 
let him remain till their return, fhe chear-r 
fully prepared to accompany her father. 

But how (lender is the foundation on 
which we are too apt to build our greateft 
hopes ! Three days after the departure 
of Mr. Webfter and his daughter, the' 
affeXionate parent received the melan. 
choly information that her fon had been 
ordered on board a prize, to proceed to 
the firft Englifh port; but that, on 
their paffage, they were attacked and 
captured by an American privateer, after 
a gallant refiftance, and it was not ceiv 
tain that he had furvived the misfortune. 
The ahfence of her hufband and beloved 
daughter aggravated'the calamity; and 
Mrs. Webfter experienced angu.ifh.t 09 
poignant for her delicate frame. How¬ 
ever, before fhe could colleX fufficiei>t 
fortitude to tranfmit the unhappy intel¬ 
ligence to her hufband, a letter ffrom 
BarryY captain arrived, regretting the 
H h x accident. 
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accident, and promifing in a few days 
to inform them of their fon's real fate, 
which he apprehended was far from be¬ 
ing fo unfoitunateas had been reported. 
Under this fufpence, (he determined to 
wait the event, before (he communicated 
the mournful information to her abfent 
family. 

Mr. Webfter and Cecilia arrived fafe 
,5n the metropolis; and the former hav¬ 
ing fatisfaXorily concluded his pro- 
feflional engagement, they proceeded, 
in the company of a young lady, whofe 
father had complimented them with 
apartments in his houfe, to vifit the moft 
popular places of publick entertain¬ 
ment. 

The oftentat : on of a fafhionable life 
bad confiderable influence on Cecilia, 
who began to cherifh a partiality for 
pleafures at which (he could only be en¬ 
titled to glance. The fimplicity of her 
former atnulements began to appear dull 
and infipid; and (he prevailed on her fa¬ 
ther to protraX his departure much 
longer than he had originally propofed. 
Mr. Webfter, in the mean time, little 
fuipeXed that his daughter's mind was 
alternately agitated with her duty to her 
patents, and her love for a fpecious gal 
jantj whole eyes having encountered 
thofe of the fair Cecilia in the boxes at 
Drury Lane theatre, Ihe bi Ihingly re¬ 
ceived the imprellion, and by her evi¬ 
dent confufion dilcovered the innocence 
of her heart. This adventurer f oil 
found out the place of h$r refidencej and 
having acquired favourable intimations 
of her family and connexions, he im¬ 
mediately urged his fuij by the private 
conveyance of a letter, containing the 
mofl ardent profeflions of the fervour of 
his paflion; and reprefented himfelf as 
the fon of a gentleman of extenfive for¬ 
tune, in the county of Devon. He point¬ 
ed out the means for procuring an in¬ 
terview; ir. an hour of infatuation (he 
confented to meet him, and was accord¬ 
ingly entangled. Dormer, her lover, 
urged Cecilia to elope from the eye of a 
father, who could not be expeXed to 
dole with propofals of fo important a 
nature, without fuch explanations as 
might probably prove fatal to their 
union. 

Mr. Webfter had for fome days no¬ 
ticed in his daughter’s countenance the 
appearances of a djfturbed mind, and 
had tenderly enquired the caufe; but, as 


(he acknowledged a (light indifpofitiofl, 
he confoled himfelf that her native air, 
and the company of her friends, would 
foon re-eftablifti her ulual vivacity. 

The day of their departure was now 
abfolutely fixed. This circumftance 
alarmed Dormer, who determined to 
urge his addrefleswith redoubled ardour; 
and, being informed by the young lady, 
in anfwer to a prefiing Solicitation for an 
interview, that her father was that day 
to vifit an eminent counfellor, he em¬ 
braced the opportunity of feeing her in 
his abfence, and too fucce&fully pleaded 
the violence of his paflion again ft all the 
arguments which Cecilia for a long 
time adduced refpeXing the proprie¬ 
ty of Securing the approbation of her 
parents. Dormer, who poflefled all the 
powerful arts of diflimulation, repre¬ 
fented the danger of fubmitting the dif-- 
pofal of her eternal happinefs to the ca¬ 
pricious decifiortof a father; declaring, 

• that the irrefiftible impulfe of his paflion 
was lengthened and direXedby motives 
of the piirefl afteXion, and of the moft 
undiffembled love; and, infilling that 
her father would foon relent, when he 
(hould not only honourably avbw him¬ 
felf the hulband of his Cecilia, but be 
found worthy of adding to the family- 
honour, by the dignity and affluence of 
bis own connexions, he urged her, with 
all the eloquence of a real paflion, to 
put herfelt under his proteXion that 
night. The deluded fair-one at length, 
though reluXantly, confented; and Dor¬ 
mer haftened to provide a poft-chaife for 
their conveyance to his own country 
habitation. The midnight hour cover¬ 
ed their deflgn; (he efcaped from her 
apartment unheard, and unlulpeXed; 
and the next day found^herfelf united in 
a bond the moft folemn of her life. 

Mr. Webfter, on his return in the 
evening, had received a letter from his 
wife, containing a confirmation of their 
fon’s melancholy fate, replete with the 
moft piercing eftufions of parental afflic¬ 
tion; and enjoining immediate return, 

that the only confolation might not lon¬ 
ger be denied her, of foftening her pangs 
by the prefence of their remaining child. 
This was an affliXion too heavy for the 
fond father to fuftain; he returned m 
his chamber, and gave way to the ful- 
nefs of his heart. Mr. Webfter could 
not think of communicating to his 
daughter the mournful contents of her 
mother's 
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mother's epiftle, till he was himfelf for¬ 
tified with fufficient refolution to prepare 
her youthful heart again ft the confe- 
quences of fo fevere a lhock to her im¬ 
paired health: but' his concent was too 
Vifible to remain long concealed 5 and, 
after a might of anxiety and torture, he 
concluded on unfolding to Cecilia the 
mournful occafion of his regret. But 
if diftraXion can be aggravated, and 
horror extended beyond what the un¬ 
happy parent felt on this occafion, their 
utmoft torture undoubtedly pervaded the 
loul of Mr. Wchfter, when he was •in¬ 
formed that his daughter had eloped 
during the night, and was not any where 
to be found. He inftantly difpatched 
meftengers feveral ways 5 but every effort 
proved ineffeXual. The violence of de-* 
ipair had now exhaufted it’s force; and 
Mr.Webfte* was filled with more calm, 
though feverer reflexions. In this dif- 
trefsful fituation, no remedy prefenting 
itfelf, he concluded on returning home; 
where, as foon as he arrived, he difcloied 
to Mrs. Webftei the circumftance which 
occafioned Cecilia’s abfence; a com-* 
Tnunication which, though made with 
the utmoft delicacy, inftantaneoufly de¬ 
prived her of her reafon, apparently be¬ 
yond the power of remedy. Thus file 
continued feveral weeks; lamenting, at 
intervals, the difobedience of her daugh¬ 
ter, and the unhappy fate of her fon. 

Cecilia, notwitnltan ling the round of 
delight in which fhe was for a (hurt time 
inceffantly engaged, was unable entirely 
to eradicate the invader of her eafe, who 
. whifpered the turpitude of the meafure 
file had taken in accents too ftrong for 
her happinefs. She had hitherto fup- 
,poled herfelf with the relations of her 
nulband, who flattered her with com¬ 
pliments on the honour their family had 
received from the alliance; but fhe foon 
experienced the fallacy of this idea. 
Dormer began now to think of claiming 
the fortune to which he apprehended fhe 
was entitled in confequence of the will 
of a deceafed uncle on her mother’s fide; 
a circumftance which fhe had in an un¬ 
guarded moment difclofed to him, with¬ 
out adding, that it was fubjcX to the 
will of her father. On his communi¬ 
cating his intention, fhe perceived but 
too plainly the extent of her guilt; and 
exprefiing a hope that her offended pa¬ 
tients would pardon the Tafhnefs of her 
tosduX, he received the firft intimation 


that Mr. Webfter's conftmt was ab(o- 
lutely neceffary to be folicited, before 
he could poffibly obtain poffeflion of 
thofe charms which had originally given 
birth to his veiy violent regards. His 
affeXion, therefore, being only a ft con- 
da ry confideration, and the urgency of 
his affairs rendering fome immediate ftep 
unavoidable, he began to think the /len¬ 
der hope of a reconciliation with a fa¬ 
mily he had lb materially injured too 
weak a fecurity for deluded creditors, 
who had only waited the event of this laft 
expedient; and, as the human mind, 
however habituated to difficulties, can¬ 
not always be fererte and calm underem- * 
barraflments, he determined to develope 
his true fituation to Cecilia. He ap¬ 
proached her with a melancholy afpecl, 
affuring her that fhe had the entire pof¬ 
feflion of his heart; and declaring, that 
he would gladly have comprized ail his 
future wilhes in a mere competency with 
her, had not his previous misfortunes 
excited him to a defperation, the firft 
progrefs of which had been direXed to 
rob her of the affeXion of her fond pa¬ 
rents, with a view, which he now found 
delnfive, of retrievihg himfelf by her 
portion. He had, indeed, he faid, once 
enjoyed a confiderable fortune, on the 
death of his father, who had always 
lived in a (late of independence; ahd, - 
confiding in the good principles he had 
from childhood blended with his fon'a 
education, left his entire patrimony'at 
his own diferetion : having, however, 
.been prevailed on to advance a perfbn 
in London, enjoying a confiderabiefhare 
of apparent commercial intereft and pro¬ 
perty, ten thoufand pounds, much the 
greateft part of hi6 legacy, he with the 
remainder for fome time genteelly fup- 
ported himfelf; till at length, inlreafing 
his expences by the addition of fafhion- 
able acquaintances, he found it necef. 
fary to call in the bulk of his fortune. 
On his arrival in the metropolis for this 
purpofr, he was informed that the met* 
chant, in whom he had fo greatly con¬ 
fided, had very lately quitted the king¬ 
dom, under charges of the moil Stic* ' 
cious nature. This furprized and de- 
jeXed him; but, as his finances were not 
wholly exhaufted, he abandoned himfblf 
to pleafurnble pnrfuits, till he not onfa. 
found himfelf deftitute of the convent 
ences of life, but had aXually incurred 
feveral confiderable debts, which the re¬ 
port 
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port of his being poflefled of a valuable 
cflate in the country had but too well 
enabled him to contract: but the true 
Hate of his circumftances was about to 
difclofe itfelf, when the beauty of Ceci¬ 
lia captivated his heart, and her fuppofed 
independent fortune attiaXed his atten¬ 
tion. 

Cecilia was now no longer a ftranger 
to the diftreftes of her Doimer; but (he 
could neither leffen his iorrow, nor her 
own. In this fad extremity, he informed 
her, that the very houfe, where they had 
apparently enjoyed the friend (hip of re¬ 
lations, was only engaged by him to affift 
his ungenerous dctigns; that his re- 
fources were beginning to fail; and, as 
hit laft effort, he would chearfully ad¬ 
vance every farthing he poflefled, to affift 
in obtaining a conveyance to the de- 
lcrted abode of h$r difconfolate parents. 

Cecilia muft have funk under the 
weight of her affliction, had not the re¬ 
flexion, that it originated in her own 
mifconduX, fuppiefled, in fome de¬ 
gree, the fevere anguifti of her mind. 

Dormer, unable* longer to fuftain the 
difficulties of his fituation, took an af¬ 
fectionate leave of his injured Ceciiia, 
with St determination to quit a king¬ 
dom, which could onlyferve to remind 
him of his imprudence and misfortunes. 
Cecilia, agitated by reiterated calamity, 
bow collected fufficient refolution to pen 
a letter of contrition to her father, im¬ 
ploring his protection and forgivenefs. 
She was at this time pregnant; and, as 
the immoveable difpleafure of her juftly- 
incenfed parents rould not poffibly ex¬ 
ceed the profpeCt of wretchednei’s which 
lay before her, (he concluded on apply¬ 
ing to that refource, though it by no 
means flattered her expectations; and 
accordingly directed her attention to the 
forfaken l'pot where die had left lubftan- 
tial for imaginary happinefs. 

Mr. Webfter was become a melan¬ 
choly (hadow of the chearful companion 
he was once ftudious to reprefent: the 
Jofs of a darling fon, and the fuppofed 
infamy of a lovely daughter, added to the 
diftiaCtion of Mrs. Webfter, rendered 
exiftence the fmalleft of his concerns. 
He could obtain no other intelligence of 
the fate of his Cecilia, than that (lie was 
drawn from his proteXion under the 
jlpecious pretence of marriage; and was 
afterwards abandoned to the laft ft age 
of infamy. In jtHis Utuation of mind* 


Mr. Webfter received his daughter’s 
letter, filled with repeated proteftations 
of the innocence of her intentions, re-* 
capitulating and deferibing the hardfhipa 
(he had fuftained, and the wretchfdnefs 
to which (he was now reduced* This 
darted a ray of light on his benighted 
foul, and even kindled all the efteXs of 
returning parental fondnefs in the bread 
of his unhappy lady. Immediately, Mr. 
Webfter, impatient to fee his repentant 
daughter, and to be fully fatisfied that 
(he had with becoming fortitude apd ho¬ 
nour fuftained the fad* confluences, of 
her fatal imprudence, refolved to let out 
immediately, that he might meet her on 
the road, and the fooner prefent her to 
his affiiXed wife, as the benign fupport 
of their declining years. Having reached 
a confiderable town, fifty miles eaft of 
his reftdence, be found it neceftary to 
remain a day inaXive, that he might 
recover from the fatigue whfch his di- 
minilhed health rendered him incapable 
of otherwife fuftaining. Returning to 
his inn, in the evening, he was accofted> 
oppolite a tattered habitation, by a fe¬ 
male, in unemboldened addrefs, to con¬ 
fer his benevolence on a wretched wo¬ 
man; from whom he was indignantly 
turning, in abhorrence of a vice which 
he fuppofed was intended as the price of 
his bounty, when (he exclaimed, in 
piercing accents—* My father!’ and fell 
to all appearance lifelefs at his feet. The 
recolleXed voice of his Cecilia, added 
to the fudden difeovery, for fome mo¬ 
ments deprived him of refieXion, which 
returned only to ftrengfhen his bur fling 
vengeance on a creature who manifeftly 
appeared in a (kuation of all others the 
moft obnoxious to parental feelings. 
Cecilia (uon awakened to a trial, appa¬ 
rently more awful than themoft pun¬ 
gent of her paft difficulties. She, how¬ 
ever, implored her father to fufpend his 
indignation, till (he could, though 
faintly, do fome juftice^o the occaflon 
of the deplorable fltuatign in which be 
found her. - 

After labouring with almoft infur- 
mountable difficulties, (be had arrived 
thus far; when, finding her refqurces 
entirely exhaufted, (he was unable to 
proceed, and accidentally flopped at <a 
houfe which was more celebrated for 
vice than hofpitality. 

^ This providential meeting opened** 
profpeX of future bl& to both their 
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view*. The good parent embraced with 
redoubled ardour, and increafed affec¬ 
tion, his reclaimed daughter; and, in- 
Read of reproving with the aufterity of 
ofiended power, he tenderly Sympathiz¬ 
ed in her diftrefles, and kindly endea¬ 
voured to tranquillize her agitated bofono. 

Mr. Webfter now returned with 
his daughter, under the influence of a 
pleafure to which he had long been a 
granger ; and Cecilia, on their arrival, 
fell proftrate at the feet of her mother, 
and implored her to accept the utmoft 
contrition and forrow as an atonement 
for the anxiety which a departure from 
her duty mult have given to the moft 
indulgent of parents. Acknowledge¬ 
ment of error, however reprehenlible 
that error may have been, will overcome 
and difarm an infulted fu peri or ; while 
U perfeverance in folly can only ferve 
to Strengthen the refentments which 
it’s enormity demands. If any thing 
could difturb the renewed joy which re¬ 
animated the heart of Mrs, Webfter, 
it was the recolle&ion of her lamented 
Harry, whole features ftrongly prefented 
themfelves in the perfonof Cecilia, who 
began now to affume that chearfulnefs 
which had long been obfc in ed by a fuccef- 
fon of gloomy clouds,uniting their efforts 
to Shade the bright luminary they en¬ 
circled, as envious of it's unqueftionable 
pre-eminence. Cecilia related to her 
admiring parents every circumftance 
refpefting her marriage, together with 
the departure of her hufband, whofe 
misfortunes She regretted, and whole 
fate She deplored; in a few weeks, her 
felicity was extended, in beholding her- 
felf the mother and guardian of a lovely 
ion. 

Harry, though loft to his parents, 
was not loft to the world : inheriting a 
fpirit of undaunted bravery, he excited 
bis captive companions to refiltance, 
retook the prize, and carried her into 
the firft convenient port in the Weft In¬ 
dies ; where his gallantry foon reaching 
the commander in chief, he was promot¬ 
ed to a lieutenancy. In this ftation he 
eminently distinguished himfelf till he 
received a flight wound, and was per¬ 
mitted to viflt England. As foon as he 
Arrived, he flew on the wings of expec¬ 
tation to bis aftonifhed parents, who 


were incapable of exprefling their un¬ 
bounded gratitude to the Supreme Dif- 
pofer of Events for the prefervation of 
a fon whom they had long confidered 
as dead, none of his letters having 
ever reached them. The worthieft of 
parents, thus blefled in the restoration 
of their beloved children, re-affumed 
their wonted chearfulnefs. The manly* 
noble, yet refpe&ful deportment of their 
Harry, initiated by precept, and ma¬ 
tured by experience, wholly divefted of 
the vulgar and unjuft charaCteriftickof a 
profeflion the moft important to thi* 
country. Strengthened and enriched the 
harmony of their lives: and the diffident 
confcioufnefs of betrayed virtue, mani- 
fefted in the conduct of their Cecilia, 
allured them that her fincere contrition, 
was at lcaft pardonable, if not merito¬ 
rious. 

Harry, being perfectly recovered* 
found his propcnfny for actual fervice 
again revive; and intimated his wifhes 
in the moft tender and refpe£tful man¬ 
ner to his friends; adding, that he had 
invited a young gentleman, every way 
worthy of his confidence and their d- 
teem, to partake with him in a month's 
pleafure at their houle $ at the expira¬ 
tion of which time, they meant again 
to purfue their fortunes together in a 
bond of reciprocal friend ih ip. But, 
what was the furprize of Cecilia; what 
the aftoniftnnent of Mr. Webfter, hit 
wife, and their Harry; what the joy of 
the long-loft Dormer; when, in the 
friend of his adventures, he beheld the 
brother of his wife; and She, in the 
vilitor of her brother, the acknowledg¬ 
ed pofteffor of her whole heart! The 
mutual congratulations which fucceed- 
~ed, buried the recollection of paft mis¬ 
fortunes, and every expreilion was rap¬ 
ture and delight. He recounted the 
events which introduced h m to the 
friendShipof Cecilia’s brother, through 
whofe means he had obtained a refpeCI- 
able rank in the fervice. His Share of 
prize-money amounted to three thoufand 
pounds; with which, and the fortune left 
Cecilia, by the will of her uncle, they re¬ 
tired to a neat little villa in the neigh* 
bourhood, wheie they live an example 
worthy the imitation of every vutoous 
and diiinterefted mind. 


AI-CANZOR 


Digitized by 


*5® 


neW novelist’s magazine. 


ALCANZOR and ZAYDA. 

A MOORISH TALE. 


BY THE REVEREND MR. MAYOR. 


T HE purity of love has been fup- 
pofedto influence only thofe breafts 
where the ties of religion and the injunc¬ 
tions of policy have reftrained thepaflion 
to a Angle objeX; and to exift folely in 
temperate climates, and among polifhed 
nations. Under tropick funs, and among 
barbarous tribes, Love has always been 
depiXed in afpeXs too fierce to melt, 
too ungoverned to allure. The Maho¬ 
metan, indulged with his fodV wives, 
and as many concubines as he can main^ * 
tain 5 and the Pagan, poffeffed of beauty 
by purchafe, by force, or fraud; have 
Veen denied all pretenfions to the tender 
emotions arifing from fingular and un¬ 
divided regard, and degraded from the 
diftinXions allowed to delicate pafiions 
and warm fenfibility. That general re¬ 
flexions are always illiberal, and often 
unjuft, has frequently been feen ; and 
the fhorthiftory of Alcanzor and Zayda 
will-give an additional proof, as well as 
a new force, to the remark. 

The parents of Alcanzor and Zayda 
were both of the firft rank in Morocco, 
but of very unequal fortunes. Thofe 
of Zayda were as rich as they were no¬ 
ble: thofe of Alcanzor, by falling under 
the difpleafurf of th$ defpotick emperor 
of that country, were glad to purchafe 
life by a facrifice of half their poffef- 
fions. Bur, though contraXed in the 
fplendor of their appearance, they did 
not abate of their .dignity nor their 
pride; and an inveteracy, which had 
lubfifted between the families for two 
centuries, was not diminifhed by this 
reverfe of fortune in one of them : on 
the contrary, the friends of Zayda in- 
fulted over the misfortunes of thofe of 
Alcanzor; and pride, in it’s greateft 
humiliation, will always be able to re- 
fent fuch unmanly treatment, and to 
rekindle it's rage againft fuch unfeeling 
exultation. 

But Love had relblved; in vengeance 
to the parents, to unite their offspring. 
Alcanzor, in returning one day from 
hunting, faw Zayda coming out of the 
fnoique, where <he had been offering up 


her devotion to the Prophet; and being 
unveiled, he had an opportunity of 
feafting his eyes on beauty fuch as fie 
had never feen before. His own ap¬ 
pearance was equally prepoflefling; and 
they interchanged glances, expreflive of 
the mutual pleafure they felt in this for¬ 
tuitous interview. They were fooa 
known to each other; and the enmity of 
their fathers, which they knew would be ‘ 
a bar to their future union, was con- 
fidered by both as a ftronger incentive 
to fet themfelves above it. When a 
rifing paflion experiences no difficulties, 
and contends with no oppofition, it fre¬ 
quently becomes languid, and dies away 
for want of fuel to increafe and con¬ 
tinue the blaze. Thofe. who imagine 
they love each other, when every eye 
beams confent, and every voice adds 
congratulation, will often find their 
pailion too low for exquifite happinefs* 
or ardent attachment. It is the remem¬ 
brance of the ftorms he has met at fea 
that endears the Ihore to the mariner; 
and the lover receives half the pleafure 
of his conqueft from the recolleXion of 
the toils he has undergone for the pof-v 
feflion of his miftrefs. 

In all countries, he who truly loves 
will contrive means to make his fituation 
known to the perfon beloved. Neither 
the jealoufy of the Spaniard, nor the 
guards of the Moor, the bairicadoed 
windows, nor the bolted door, can pre¬ 
vent the progrefs of paffion, and the in¬ 
terchange of loft emotions. Alcanzor had 
frequent opportunities of feeing his Zay* 
da; and Zayda never felt real blifs but in 
the prefence of Alcanzor. Their love 
was as warm as the fun that rolied his 
chariot over their genial clime, and as 
pv.ie as the untouched role that breathes 
it’s fweets on the defart air. They were 
both young and ingenuous, elegant in 
their fentiments, and patterns of delicacy, 
in a land that, in general, has but 
fmall pretenfions to refinement. Al¬ 
canzor, if he gained his Zayda, had no 
ambition to engrofs more beauty; and, 
notwhhftaading the knew the indul¬ 
gence 


Digitized by 


Google 



AXCAKZOYt and ZAYBA 


Ptiblilked as ftxe Act directs, l^llsrriCoM Sc C.° * 1. y 8^7. 


Digitized by Google 











































Die / by Google 



AtCANZOR AND 2AYDA* *5* 

pence ofAlla to ^is male difciples, Zayda tears; (he fainted; (he recovered; Hie 
would have fhuddered at the reflection pan fed; (he prayed and wept by turns; 
of being only one of the happy females and, in the agony of her grief, (he vented 
that was defined to (hare the carefles of invectives agaii.it Mahomet tor the im- 
Alcanztr. purity of his nlatrimoni. 1 creed. * Alla!’ 

Sufpicion had not even opened her eyes exclaimed the lovely maid, * is it polli- 
togueis at this attachment, and the lovers 4 hie that he whom we worlhip could 
felt themfelves too bleft with prefent fe- 4 receive his million from Heaveir, when 
licity to anticipate future ills. Days 4 by his difpenfation the two iex-es th?t 
and months rolled away in on« uniform * com pole the human race are treated . 
tenor of joy; for the gay profpe&s of 4 with inch flagrant inequality! To 
youthful delights are feldom (haded with 4 mine, the privilegeof a rational foul is 
the gloom of reflexion. The picture of 4 denied; to the other, criminal grati- 
life, indeed, is at firft compofed only of 4 fixations are allowed; gratifications 
attra&ive colours; hut as years come on, 4 that add to the mii’ery of thofe who in- 
the (hades become deeper and deeper, 4 dulge in them, ami afford the ftrongeft 
till, at lalt, the faireft tints are lolt in 4 proof that unerring Wifdom and in- 
one undiftingniflied mafs of fomhre 4 finite Power had nothing to do in their 
touches. The happieft only prelerve 4 conceffion,finee the great Father of all, 
the original colours longer unfullied; 4 to whom Mahomet is only a iervant, 

the event is nearly the fame to all, ex- 4 could never difpenfe indulgences w hich, 
cept for the diftin£tions that virtue or 4 would render his creatures milerableA 
▼iceoccafion, which can cheer the blacked: Infuch terms raved the wietchedmaid. 

Colourings, orobfeurethe brightefthues. till the hour of her allignation with Al- 
Alcanzor and Zayda were among canzor. The found of every breez* 
thofe numerous candidates for lading alarmed her throbbing heart, left Imloc 
blifs, who find thecup of joy withdrawn fhould arrive before (he could communi- 
before it can reach their lips. The pa- cate her melancholy tale to ears that w'ere 
rents of the lady, (timulated by avance, formed toliften to it with pity and regard, 
and fired with ambition, had, without The pale moon fhed her filver ravs through 
her concurrence or knowledge, prom i fed the window where Zn yd a watched and 
their daughter to the chief minifter of the wept Her family were buly in prepare- 
emperor's court; who, though advanced tions for the reception of their intended 
to thofe years that love muft (brink from fon-in-law; and Alcanzor approached 
with fcorn, had feen and admired Zayda, the w’ell-known fpot where he had often 
and made overtures which the cool pru- been indulged with the light and con- 
dence of unimpaflioned age could not veilarion ot his fair widiout molelfation 
liften to without approbation. He had and without lurprize. ‘Speak, my 
lately loft one of his wives; and with * deareft Zayda,’ cri-s the enraptured 
him the indulgent permiflion of the Pro- lover; 4 will you congratulate me on my 
phet was equivalent to a command: he 4 good fortune in recovering a confi- 
always kept up the number of his con- 4 derahle (hare of my patrimony which' 
jugal ties; and, not fatisfied with that, 4 was loft, and will you deign to (hare 
maintained a numerous train of beauties, 4 it with me? 1 hope now 1 may ^re- 
to gratify his vanity rather than to fa- 4 fume to apply to the parents of my 

tisfy his defires. 4 charmer with greater claims to their 

Such was the deftined hufband of 4 favourable atteniion th n I ever yet 
Zayda: to a man of this defciiption (he 4 pofiefled. Will Zayda join in the v>e-, 
was to refign her liberty; and for him * tition?—‘May Alla (bower every hief- ‘ 
(lie was to violate the ftrongeft and purelt * fing on Alcanzoi! hut he mud forget 
affeftrons of nature. In a few hours 4 there is luch a wretch as Zayda. This 
MulleyImloc,(he was abruptly informed, 4 night, perhaps this hour, I am to bn 
would arrive, and honour her with his * devoted to another. I am unable to 
hand. She heard the news with evident 4 explain the heart-rending new r < but, 
terror; but (lie had fortitude enough to 1 in lhort, I am deftined for the cruel, 
difguife the violence and the caufe of the * the aged Imloc.'— 4 Zjyda, Zayda, 

agitations that pa(Ted in her brtaft, while 4 this arm (hall d» tend rhte; I dare the 

under Jthe prying eve v of parental inqui- * united ngeol Imloc ard your parents: 
fition. She retired to her apartment aU 4 only truir yotirltlf with me, and I 
molt bereft of her lenies: line built into 4 will protect yen. Fiy> fly with mtl 
VOL. II. 1 i Vve 
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4 We love like Chriftians, and I will 

* foon convey you where fuch love 

* will be no repioach.'—‘ Alla, guide 

* mel* eric’s the hefitating fair. 4 What 
4 would Alcanzor have me do? How 

* can I deicend unpeiccived ? How can 

* ycuconveytne hence without incuri ing 
4 the danger of lofing a life dealer to me 

* than my own?'— 4 Truft me, trufl 
4 me, Zayda! I hear the approach of 
4 horfemen, and we mull not linger.' 

With a fpring, the dittra&ed fair-one 
threw herleit from the window into the 
arms of Alcanzor, and fear adde^l iwift- 
nefs to their feet. But, alas! Fortune did 
not favour their efcape*. it was Imloc 
himfelf that was approaching, and fbmc 
of his attendants were already arrived* 
^A fervant was difpatched to apprize 
Zayda of this circumdance : her win¬ 
dow was found open, and /he was gone. 
It unfortunately happened, that one of 
imloc's train, taking a different road 
from the reft, had met the dying lovers, 
without fufj*efting who they were. The 
alarm was loon ipiead; and the parents 
of Zayda, with her defined hufbund, 
purfued the route that was pointed out by 


tbe attendant. Alcanzor ahd Zayda 
were fpeedily overtaken. He drtw his 
fabre on his brutal purfuers. Imloc 
fill encountered him; Mid, his horle be¬ 
ing wounded, he was loon brought to 
the ground, and felt the fuperior vigour 
of Alcanzor'sarm; but, as he was giving 
the laft blow to his rival, tyo of his 
attendants fprung to the relief of then* 
matter, and each aimed a moital blow 
a gain ft Alcanzor. Zayda, become itci- 
perate at this fight, ru/hed between the 
aflailants: (lie received a fabre through 
her heart, which was diFe&cd againft 
Alcanzor; but a hunting-fpear, in tbs 
hand of the other iervant, pierced his 
bread iuii as he was withdrawing his 
fahre from the ttroke that had fevered 
Imloc's head from his body. 

Thus at once fell tbe purfuer and the 
purfued. Imloc was little pitied* be¬ 
cause he was never loved; but the tear of 
compattion has often flowed at the re¬ 
cital of Alcanzor and Zayda's fate: and 
when the youthful breait in Morocco 
gives way to ingenuous paflions, it js 
Taid to reiembk the love that Alcanzor 
felt for Zayda. 


THE SELFISH PEASANT. 


AN ANECDOTE 

I T would be well for the peace of 
fociety,and for the domettick felicity 
of individuals in general, if the controul 
of parents over the inclinations of their 
children, in the gr»nd article of mar¬ 
riage, were not can ied toluch a height of 
defpotick rigour. Love! the pure love, 
at lead, which Hymtrn judifies, fpurns 
at every reftraint which fle ws not fpon- 
tancouflv from the emotions of a virtu¬ 
ous feniibiliiy ; and though old people 
may, on fuch occafions, gravely reai'on 
from the imp lies of avarice, ambition, 
or convenience, yet young people will 
Kill feel, and think th emit Ives entitled 
to give a loofe 10 their feelings. Where 
the he;>n is concerned, one foft whifper 
of nature fhtftl overturn in a moment all 
that feif inicreft can preach up for 
months, in the language of prudence, 
r f which, for tbe mod part, it is only 
the ‘pecious inrge. 

But. alas ? the obftaclcs to matrimo* 
nial felicity are no longer confined to 
the cruel impofiion of parents. The 
parties tbemftlves have become acccfiary 


IN HUMBLE LIFE. 

to their own undoing) nor need we 
wonder that there fhould l>e fo few hap¬ 
py matches, when we confider that, m 
theft days, the laws of love are faciile- 
gioufty, though avowedly,trampled upon, 
by both fezes; at an age, too, when 
fenfibility might be prefumed to triumph 
with the mod rehdlels i'way in the 
human bofom. 

In thort, diflipation, that accuried 
diflipation which accompanies the lux¬ 
ury infeparable from great cities, feems 
at length to have extinguifhed every 
fpark of fentimerit among our young 
people. Thus, in the preliminary ar¬ 
rangement of nuptial concerns, it mat¬ 
ters not whether Matter or Mifs be born 
to move in the fplendid circle of St. 
James's, or in the filthy purlieus of 
Wapping; for dill the obje& of both is, 
not, whether, delighted with each other, 
they (hall be happy at home ? but whe¬ 
ther, exempted from parental redraints, 
they (hall be more at eafe in the purfuk 
of feparate pleafures abroad? 

Celadon and I arc old friends* We 

*ro 
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are both of a philofophick torn; but with 
tliis difference, that he pretends, and 
perhaps with troth, to know more of 
the world than I. In moralizing with 
him, as above, one day, in one of our 
unfafliionabte tetea-tetes, I could not 
Mpexpreffing a wifh, that it had not 
been my lot to betiiocked with a view of 
tile depravity of manners which feems 
fb eniverfally to pervade the metropolis; 
and, at the fame time, I fcrupied nor to 
give it as my firm opinion, that real 
love is known no where but in the 
doutitry. 

* Nor in the country either,’ inter¬ 
rupted Celadon, finding at what he was 
pkafed to term my fimplicity. ‘ Real 

• love, my friend, 1 added he, 4 is a real 
9 phantom every where; and, as a proof 
9 of my aftertion, 1 will relax to you an 

• anecdote in rudick low-life ; that life 
9 you feem to think fo happy, of whieh 

• I witneffed mylelf ibme of the parti - 

• xulars, lafl fummer, in the courfe of 

• a tour I had occalionto make through 

• the north.’ 

* Happening,’continued he, 4 to halt 
9 for a day or two at a village, in which, 

4 from a (uperficial view of it, one 

' 4 might ha^e concluded that innocence 

4 and con enthad fired their abode, if 
4 an abode 'they could be fiipnofed to 

• have on earth, 1 found the whole 

• conversation of the place engrofled 

• with different opinions—all of them, 

• however, ftrongly feafoned with fcan- 

• dal—concerning the condu£l of a 

• young fellow who had lately defected 

• a beautiful girl, the pride of the pa- 

• rifh, whom he had courted afliduoufly 

• for above a twelvemonth, and from 

• whom he had received every endearing 

‘ * acknowledgment of a mutual flame 

• which virgin modelty would permit.’ 

* The father of Maria—for that, I 
9 think, was the name of the young wo- 
4 man—had at length given his fan&ion 
9 to their union ; and, in order to for- 
4 ward them in the world, it was fettled, 

( that the portion of the bride fhould be 
9 twenty pounds, with a final] aflort- 
9 iiieitt or neceflaries, as furniture for 
9 the cottage they were to occupy. The 
9 banns were accordingly pubiifhed ; 

9 the ring and the wedding-garments 

• were purchafed; and the following 
9 Sunday was fixed for their appearance 
9 in bridal array at the altar. 

9 The artlefs Maria fccmed now to 
9 have reached the xeqr &mnMt,of her 


* wifhes—but how, in the mean time, 
4 was her enamnrato employed ? Not 

* in figuringto himfelf Icenes ofhappi- 
4 nefs in the arms of a deferving girl, 
9 who was herfelf a treafure, but in 
4 forming fcheims to obtain a paltry 
4 addition to her little fortune, which 
4 in fa& he needed not, and which was 
4 defiined to be, eventually, a (buret 
4 of mifery to a whole family for life. 

4 The father, he had obferved, was 
4 pofiefled of three cows ; and the de- 
4 mon of mifchief whifpering into the 
4 ear of the rapacious clown, that he 
4 had a good right to at leafl one of 
4 them, he relblved to claim it as thtp 
9 Jim qua non of the bargain. He ac* 

4 cordmgly went to the old man, and, 

4 unacquAinted ( with the refined lari• 

4 guage which a courtier would have 
4 uled on a fimilar occafion, bluntly 
4 declared, “ No cow, no wife!” 

‘ Nay, flare not !’ continued Cela¬ 
don, (for, in truth, I did flare and ftnile 
too,) ‘A cow, my friend, 1 added he, 4 is 
4 to an humble pealant, what we may 
4 fuppofe ten tho iland guineas to be to 
4 a proud lord. The father, therefore, 

4 demurred; and the lover, determined 
9 not to recede from his demand, with* 

4 drew in anger. 1 

4 Recolle&ing, however, thenext mom- 
4 ing, thatMaria had a filler, of whom 
4 the father would be glad to get rid t 
4 any rare, he repeated his vllit; and, 

4 under an exprefs agreement that he 
4 fhould have the cow, offered to take 
4 her for his wife: leaving the other, at 
4 he himfelf fignificantly exprefled it, 

4 to make her market as fhe might 
9 elfewhcre. 

4 In this proposal there was too much 
4 worldly convenience for the old man, 

4 to fuppofe him capable of reliftin£ it. 

4 Hardly, indeed, could he conceal his 
4 joy on the occafion ; and the young 
4 booby, regardlefs of the tears of his 
4 quondam (weetheart, efpoufed in her 
4 ftead a creature who was more than 
9 ten years older, and whofe temper 
4 was as perverfe as her perfon was de« 

9 formed. 1 

At this recital, I could not help ex¬ 
claiming, with uplifted hands— 4 O tem - 
4 pora! O mores!' 

4 Pfha !' exclaimed Celadon, in his 
turn, 4 your adage, trite in irfelf, is 
4 perf:6lly ridiculous in the application,., 

4 You have no occafion to vilify the 
9 prefent times and manners. Human 

.. * JWirtt 
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* nature is the fame in nil ages ; and 
4 vice and folly, ns they appear in town 
4 and in the couutiv, ditter hut in the 

* degree. In both, we find the lot did 
c gratification of it If the predominant 

* pafiion ; and if in the latter there be 
4 lets dilfipation, it is becaufe there is 
4 lefs opportunity to difiipate.* 

* But, after all,' (for, anxious to hear 
the conclulion of the ttory, I was in no 
humour to argue the point with him) 

* after all,’ cried I, ‘what became of 
4 poor Maria ? Did the haplel's girl lur- 
4 'vive this heavy ihrokt ?' 

‘Smvive it !—Why, ihe got another 

* hulband direFtiv.' 

• Another huiband !—diredly tool— 

* and after having ahe.idy experienced 
4 fuch ufage from man!' 

Such, I confel's, were my ejaculations, 
and filly enough will they probably be 
thought by iome people. 

4 Even fo,’ relumed Celadon. 4 In- 
4 jmed innocence can boaft of as few 
4 friends in the hoibm of a village as in 

* the bofom of a court. Maria, inltead 
4 of becoming an obi_6f of either pity 

* or refoetd, now found herfell pointed 

* at with the finger of ridicule and 

* icornj and being the acknowledged 
4 beauty of ih^ place, there was not a 

* woman within, ten miles, whether 
4 young or old. who did not exultingly 
4 cry out— 44 Yes, yes, I thought what 
4C it would come to ! I always laid Ihe 
44 would be left in the 1-irch at lad. 
44 This comes of your fine faces \ For 
44 my p3r:, I could nevtr fee mere 
4( about the huffev than about other 
u people ; and, after all, to run away 
44 witn a recruiting lerjcantl” 


• Here,’ continued he, * they fpoke & 
( melancholy truth. Deprived of the 

* man who had leduced her into a belief 

* that flie was to be his wife, and unable 

* to bear the envenomed taunts five daily 

* experienced from a malignant neigh* 

* bourbood, to which (he was a credit,. 

* (he eloped, the week af ter the nuptials 

* of her lifter, with a military advea-. 
‘ turer of the above description, nor has 

* file iince been heard of. It was a 
4 meaftue of neceflity, not of choice. 
4 Where, then, is her ptaceofmind; and 
4 where that felicity which faucy had 
4 fondly pictured to her while yet in 
4 her virgin ftate ? Forced from her 
4 fituation to aflociate with the profligate 
4 and abandoned, avails it that Ihe ha* 
4 left behind her a wretched father, 
4 who purchafed bis own mifery by 
4 vainly attempting toeftabiilh the hap- 
4 pinefs of one child at the expence cf 
4 another} and is already doomed to 
4 have that child returned on h s hands, 
4 plundered of her all by a huiband 
4 who, in the trueft fenfe of the words, 

* had married her for what he could 
4 get ?—No : circumftances like thefe 
4 can never impart comfort to Maria; 
4 though they may in time teach her te 
‘ deleft her mercenary deluderasmuch as 
4 it is poflible (he once loved him. And, 
4 ah ! it* y the tears of Maria foften ihe 
‘ heart of every father, and of every 

* lover,whether in high life or in low life, 
4 who Ihall be inclined, like the father 
4 and the lover of this haplefs villager, 
4 to facrifice a permanent felicity to the 
‘ vilionary idea of a momentary accom- 
4 modation 1 ’ 


THE GREEN COAT, AND THE BROWN COAT. 

A TALF. FROM MODERN POLITE LIFE. 


4 T E AD them to Piccadilly Gate!’ 

I J faid a young man in Guen to his 
fervant, as he came out of a houfe in 
Grolvenor Street. Tn.- lervant was hold¬ 
ing two hcril-s, and the mafter was 
equipped for Hyde Paik. ‘ Go to P*c- 
4 cadiily Gate, I fiiall be there in lefs 
4 than an hour.’ T* e lervant mourned 
his na?; and, talcing tie bri le of the 
other i- h s hand, walked him off through 
Bond Str -t. 

Teg demon in Gieen walked 
throu c h Bo 1 Street too. He iiopt at 
Gray'* —.dm red ionic filigree phis- 


faid he would confider about the watch 
for Harriet ***, and gavetwelve guineai 
for a pair of buckles. 

In St. James's Street he went into a 
fruit (hop, eat half a dozen peaches, 
yawned, complained that the town was 
empty, and the ftreet full of dull.. Sat 
fiient, pinched a kitten, faid it Equalled 
like Signor ### . Wondered why the 
Piince went fo often to the Lilliput 
painter in Pall Mall; eat another peach; 
laid How d'ye? feventeen times to as 
many feparateperfons; thought Lady G. 
looked better in white than \n pink; fet 
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his watch by St. James’s dial; and then, 
alter lome reflection, determined to fee 
who was at Brookes’s. 

* In the club room he found only one 
member—they agreed on trick track. 
The gentleman in Green was unlucky, 
played an hour, and loft fifty guineas ; 
then totted up for double or quits, loft 
another fifty, gave a draft on Mr. Ham - 
medley for an hundred, and walked out 
with an air of coinpofure. - 

At the door he feized the arm of a 
gentleman in Brown—* Will you ride 

* this morning ?’—* No; I have an en- 
4 gagement,’laid Brown. *An ajjigna- 
4 /«?*,’ retorted Green. 4 Yes,’ replied 
the other, * and with a fweet creature— 

4 will you go?'—* Go! what, to your 
4 fweet creature!'— 4 Yes, to my lweet 
4 creature. Do not deliberate, but come 

* along.’ 

He^ in Brown carelefsly flung his 
arm through his in Green, and they 
walked off. At Charing Crofs Brown 
Coat ftept into a coach, ordered where to 
drive, and Green Coat feated himfelf 
by his fide. * An odd ftreet you ordered 
4 the fellow to drive to! but 1 luppofe 

* you are able to prevail on your fa- 
4 VQurites to live cheap.’—* Yes, faith! 

4 I ^annot complain; the girl we are 
4 going to now, has colt me but two gui- 
4 neas a week lince I have known her, 

4 all ex|>ences included.’—* You are a 
4 lucky fellow,’ fa id Green ; 4 I wonder 
4 where you find fuch moderate dam- 

* fels.’— 4 Oh, they are to be found in 

4 every parifli, if you won’t (but your 
4 eyes !’ \ 

The friends foot* arrived atalow houfe, 
in a diny ftreet. They alcended two pair 
of ltairs; Brown Coat tapt gently at a 
chamber door, and a little girl about five 
opened it. Her long ringlets were flaxen, 
and her eyes were blue. A fmile of de¬ 
light, when (he beheld the vifitor, fe¬ 
vered her fweet lips, and revealed a fet 
•f pearls that were worthy of them. 

* Ah!’ faid (he, * how happy my mam- 
4 ma will be, that you are cornel’ The 
gentleman took her hand in filence ; 
and, followed by the other, entered the 
apartment. A beautiful fpe&re fat in a 
chair oppofitc the door, and endeavoured 
to rife-as they approached. The gentle¬ 
man immediately prevented her, by feat- 
ipg himfelf with a refpeClful air at her 
fide; whilft his friend, looking all atto- 

foment, was phliged to find bis feat on 

(he feet of the bed. 


ass 

4 And how are you, Madam?'—* Oh, 

4 Sir, better—much better! Something 
4 has happened, lince yefterday, that 
4 will lengthen my life, at leaft a week.’ 
—* Many weeks, I hope,’ replied hef 
friend, * and months, and years. But 
4 pray tell it.’—^ My hufoand's rela- 
4 tions,’ replied the invalid, * at length 
4 , relent—they think my iufferings have 
4 been fufticient; they invite me to the 
4 country to die with them, and have 
4 promifed to provide for my child. 

4 Oh! my little Fanny,’ clafping her to 
her heart, * thou art preferved from 
4 ruin! when 1 have feen thee in the 
4 arms of thy natural proteClois, I (hall 
4 breathe my laft figh with joy; but for 
4 ever remember, that it was this <*en- 
4 tleman who preferved thee from the * 
4 grave, when thy poor fa mi (bed mo- 
« ther—’ The gentleman ftopt her, 
and made his cong:ablations on th« 
change of her proipe&s. He enquired 
when (he began her journey, and how 
(he wifhed to he accommodated. * Ah; 

4 Sirl’ (he (aid, * your generous cares 
4 are concluded. See,’ prelentingv a 
bank-note of ten pounds, * what they 

* have lent me! and, beiides this, the 
4 re&or of the parifli is in town, and will 
4 proteiS! us on our journey: he calls on 
4 me to-morrow in a poft-chaife. But 
4 oh, Sir! whillt I have mind to form a 
4 . prayer, and ftrength to articulate it, 

4 you will be it’s object. My gratitude, 

4 my-' 

* My dear Madam, I mull flop you; 

4 your feelings overvalue thofe n&s of 
4 duty which I have been happy enough 
4 to find an opportunity of pet fo: tiling. 

4 Believe me, I feel the obligation to he 

* all on my fide; and, among!! my hap- 
4 pieft hours, I (hall aKva)s account that 
4 which made me known to you. You 
4 have now fome preparations to make 
4 for the morning, and I will therefore 
4 (horten my vilit; but I (hall wait 
4 on you before the hour of your de- 
4 parture, and fee you and your fweet 

* daughter in the protection of the cler- 
4 gyman who is to cfcort you.’ 

.He bowed to the mother; and, killing 
Fanny, left the apartment, followed by 
the half-petrified Green Coat, whole 
eyes were the only organs of fpeech he 
had found fince they entered it. Tbty, 
indeed, had very volubly expreffed evt- 
riofity, wonder, ar.a a fort of half-un- 
eafinefs, as though he felt himfelf taken 
in. The frolick wa$ not of bis iort. 

After 
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After they bad walked about ten yards, * enfued. As I found her too ill to be 
he exclaimed—- 4 Why, what the devil id 4 removed, I was obliged to fudfer her to 

* all this, Harry?'— 4 Why, as the devil 41 return to the beldame's apartment* 

4 would have it,’ replied the other, ‘ die 4 Waving in repeated vifits learned her 
4 amiable creature you have feen, (bade 4 ftory, and the name of her hufband's 
4 what is called a love* matclv-^that is, *. friends, I wrote to my fiftfcr, whole 

* tempted by the brilliancy of the ad- * country-houfe is happily in their neigb- 

* venture, (he left her guardian's one ‘ bourhood.Shereprelemedthediftrafie* 

4 dark night, and wetit into a poll- ‘ and the merits ot the amiable fuehrer, 

4 chaife with a cockaded young fellow, ‘ and had influence with them, being 4 
^ who had fwom (lie W; s the prettied * lady, (for they are mean, though rich J 

* girl he had feen fence he ferved in ‘ to prevail that ihe might be received as 
4 America, where he had been defpe- * the wife of their unworthy kin&nan. 

4 rately in love with a yotmg lady, her 4 An uncle fiid, if fa was mJbmr body 
4 very counter part. 7'hey returned full ‘ Ihe fhould not want encouragementy 
4 of fpirits from Gre?na Green, and in * and a maiden aunt, that girls ought 
4 about (even months received her for- 4 not to be countenanced to run away 
4 tune, on the day the law pronounced 4 with young follows, but that if die 
4 hSrtobe difereet and wife. The for- ■ was really dying Ihe might come down,* 

4 tune was no more than two thousand 4 and if Ihe behaved well, thou Id have 
4 pounds, and our married couple were ‘ the honour of being buried in the fit- 
4 perfons of tafte. The youth's relations 4 mily-vault. It is in consequence of 
V having provided him an old woman 4 my application, of which Ihe was not 

* with twenty thoufand, thought the 4 apprilod, that thole good people have 
4 ele&ion he had made a very filly one, 4 fent lor her* and I am periuaded, 

4 and refilled to have any communica- 4 when her mind is at peace, file will 
4 tion with him* The youth began to 4 have a chance to fend aunt Griffd ts 
4 take up the lame opinion, and treated 4 the family-vault before her. You now 
4 his wife with negle£l and brutality. 4 know all that I can tell you, in aii- 
4 He had, at length, the kindnels to re- 4 fwer to your —nubat the dswl!' 

4 lieve her from his perfections, by Green Coat remained feknt. He be* 

4 quitting England* leaving her irnle- gan to leel that there were other methods 
4 pendent, with a fortune of (even pounds to get rid of fuptrfktous money in a 

* and a few-(hillings. The poor girl, rooming, befides trick-track* and that 

* then a mother, applied to her rela- rides in the Park-might now and then 
4 liens—they were at lirll kind, then be interfered with a walk to the dif- 
4 civil, then cold,.then rude, and finally trefled. But juft afterwards he began to 
4 hoped to be troubled with her no gape—thought all fuch melancholy fub- 
4 more—advifed her to (end the child to je&s ought to be avoided* they were ab- 
4 the parifh, and to take in needle-work, folutely hurtful to the fpirits* how could. 

4 In the laft article (he obeyed tliem ; a man enjoy life, who was perpetually 
4 and, by unremitting indwftiy, and the poking into feenes of diftreisw-and then, 

4 mod exa& frugality, fupported her- really, one’s health— At that thought, 

4 (Mf and infant lor four years. But the he turned fuddenly. round,.with a 4 Good 
4 conllant wearing of grief at length 4 morning, Harry !' and was darting 
4 ftibdt»ed her conftitiitkm, said a rapid acrofs the way. 4 Hold,' find his friend, 

4 decline enfued. Her landlady having 4 here is a perlon, a few doors off, whom 
4 obferved that the fewing buftnefs was 4 I cannot avoid calling on* and, as you 
4 at an. end, and having .received no 4 have begun my morning circle with 
4 money for feveral weeks, thought foch 4 me—’ 4 My horfes are waiting for 
4 idle htifleys a difgrace to her bottle, 4 me,’ faid Green Coat. 4 So are mine,' 

4 and ought to be made an -example of. anfwered Brown. 4 1 dine to-day twenty 

* -She accordinglyfont foradxfibflfj who, . 4 miles from town; my vifit, therefore* 

4 as he found his pri fewer in bed, was 4 will not^be a long one.' At this tn- 
4 fo humane as to allow her to put her ftant he knocked at the door of a houfe, 

4 cloaths on.— then, taking her arm, of an appearance much like that they 
4 helped her down flairs, pale and (peech- had quitted. 

4 lefs, followed by the (hrieksag Fanny. 4 This is very particular,* (aid Great 
4 At this inftant I happened to pafs tne Coat, with an air of half pet s he 
f doonw-itie net oefettary^add what thought it* however* sol anpitient ea v 

tak* 
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teke tohi& heels, end there leemed no 
pther poifihle method of getting quit of 
hie leader. When an Italian counted, 
in the court of M*ty de fdedicie, was 
tried for having kewitebed her royal 
i»illrefs,lhe told her judges and accufers, 
that (he never had employed any fuper- 
natural means to govern the mind of 
the queen i nor had poffefled any other 
afcendant over it, than that which a 
diong mind mult naturally have over a 
weak one. This fort of witchcraft 
Brown Coat pra&ifed in iuch a degree, 
that there were few of his intimate com¬ 
panions who were ever hardy enough to 
maintain an opinion oppofite to his own; 
but they not only did not maiutw* a 
contradictory opinion, they tnfcnfibly 
dinged their own, their fentiments, and 
their wilhes t feeming emulous to be, as 
nearly as poftible, what he whole 
undemanding was of the firlt oidtr, 
whole heart was pure, and who was, 
not with (landing, fo far from being pu¬ 
ritanical, that his talte lent grace to 
falhion, and was aidpd by a palfion for 
expence, which could only be corrected 
by his (till ftronger paQjon fpr indepen¬ 
dence. 

Such was he who now entered the 
confined unwholesome chamber of an 
old man approaching fait to diflblution. 
The curtains of the bed were open, ^rnd 
difclofed the venerable obj&t, fupported 
by his nurfe. His land was running 
low: the pallid hue of de.ith had already 
taken poffeftion of his cheek, and the 
living lultre of the eye began to be dim¬ 
med by the deep (hade of it's approaching 
night. His faculties, however, feemed 
yet awake, and the voice of his benefac¬ 
tor called a faint flulh, which itruggle j 
a moment in his pale face, and then 
fub tided for ever! 

* Ah, Sir V he faid, < you, whofe 
« foul isfi) full of ,benevoJencel you, to 

* whom the tear Which iteals frond your 
‘ eye in pity, is dearer than that which 

* gulhes there from rapture—to you 

* this moment will be not unwelcome ! 

* I fpeak not of myfelf i for the hour is 

* arrived, in which I (ball ceafe to 

* mourn) in which this wearied heart 

* will render up it’s laft figh to him wtio 

* gave the agonizing nerve. Another 

< child of forrow is at hand! This long, 

* fad night,- in which my foul has been 

< ftruggling to meet it's God, the inha- 

* bitantof the next melancholy chamber 

< to bad the power to arred it’s flight— 
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‘ her voice has penetrated through the 

* darknefs of the night) chained down 

* my (pint, and kepi my languid pulie 
‘ dill beating.’ 

The perfon to whom this was addref- 
fed turned towards tne nude for infor¬ 
mation : all lie could learn was, that, 
by the patient’s order, (he had been fc- 
veral times in the adjacent room to offer 
confolation and aitidance to a perfon 
who teemed refolved to accept of nei¬ 
ther. * But you, perhaps, Sir,’ added 
(he, * may be able to fpeak comfort to 

* the poor young thing.’ 

A voice now iiTued from the apart¬ 
ment) for the partition was lb thin, and 
it s apertures lb frequent, that every 
word was diflin&ly heard. ( Whoever 

* you are,’ faid the voice, come and 

* receive my fad tale whilft I have breath 

* to utter it i in a few moments my lips 

* will clofe forever!' This was articu¬ 
lated in a tone fo faint, that these 
could be no doubt that the perlim who 
Uttered it was indeed expiring) and the 
two friends, in aweful tilence, entered 
her apartment. A curtain prevented 
the fair mourner’s feeing them, which 
the gentleman in Brovin gently touched, 
to inform her that they were pref nt, 
and it was immediately opened. But 
the youth in Green, who thought he 
had had quite enough of dying'Uceg 
for one morning, turned from lhe b. d, 
and endeavoured to find mere agreeable 
ones in the ftreet, into which the lo.itary 
window looked. 

The young woman found herftlf ad- 
drefied in the foiled accents) and every 
argument of conlbl uion was pouted 
forth before her. ‘ Ahsl' faid the, 4 it 
‘ is all, all too late \ and the only com- 
‘ fort I can now tafte, is the certainty 

* that I cannnt live to profit by your 

* goodnels.—But burden your memory 
‘ with my woes; that if, in your jour- 

* nev through life, you fhould meet 

* wjih the author of them, he may 
‘ know the fate of her who once reigned 

* the mill refs of his. 

‘ I am by birth an American) the 

* only child of parents far advanced 

* in life) confequently Iwas the blefling 
‘ of their exiftence* My father was 

* a planter, refpe&ed for his riches, 

* and beloyoi for his goodnels!—Oh, 

* he was all goodnels ! How unworthy 
‘ have I been of l’uch a parent!—My 

* youth was palled beneath his eye, in 

* which period. I was^ipftru&ed in all 

• the 
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* the accompli foments which are fup- 

* poled to give force to beauty. Of 
‘ beautv, too, I had my (hare; ami was 

* an object of envy to lome of my own 

* fex, whole charms I could not help 
4 thinking were fupeiior to my own. 

‘ At the age of feventeen, my father 

* gave me in marriage to a young gen- 
4 tleman of amiable manners, who loved 
4 me to dill rail ion. I, alas! was not 

* fenfible of pallion in the degree in 

* which my hulband felt it} but I loved 

* no other, and my innocence made me 
4 believe I feljt for him all the temiernefs 

* my heart was capable of feeling—Oh, 

* why was I ever awakened from the 
4 'happy error ! 

‘ My father and my hulband were 
4 both of the Loyalifts party, and confe- 

* quently the Britilh officers were treat- 

* ed in their houfes with particular at- 

* tention and favour. A few months 

* after our marriage, towards the clofe 
4 of the war, a young loldier, who was 
4 faid to be of falhion and of great for- 
4 tune in England, found admittance 

* to our table. His manners were fo 
4 engaging, that, after a few vifits, my 
4 hulband requeued him to refide with 
4 us entirely. The invitation was grace- 
4 fully accepted, and he became one of 

* our family. Oh, how did the hours 

* glide in his fociety ! Without, all was 

* anarchy, dittrefs, and war; but-within 

* our walls, all was elegance, and tatte, 

* and plealure ! My hulband was never 

* wearied of praifing his gueft} and my 

* heart, unconfcious of it’s error, flut- 
‘ tered with delight, at hearing thofc 
4 prailcs. 

4 Alas, Sir ! how lhall I add the reft ? 

‘ By degrees that heart became lenlible 
4 to it's lituation, and knew it loved—. 
4 knew that it madly loved! My huf- 

* band was often abfentj at thofe pe- 

* riods, our gueft never. It cannot be, 

4 that I Ihould now go through all the 

* fanes of iedu&ion and guilt—for 

* Induction and guilt did indeed fol- 

* low} and I became abandoned to my 
4 lover!' 

Here tears and groans interrupted the 
dying penitent; who, at length, with 
many interruptions,continued—‘Think 
4 not that I became at once dead to ho- 
4 nour, ?nd to every coniideration of 
‘ duty! Slow, though fure , was my 
4 progrefs in the road of iniquity. Ma- 
ny were my felf-upbraidings, num- 

* berlels my relolutionS} but at lafl the 


r voice of duty was dead in my heart, 

‘ and love reigned there a ruinating 
‘ conqueror! I had retired one after- 

* noon to a fvmmer-houfe in the fart heft 

* part of the garden. My lover unex- 
4 pe&edly appeared there—I fay, unex- 
‘ pe&edly. The fuddennefs of his ap* 

* pioach, and the joy which accompa- 

* nied my furprize, made me negleft- 

* ful of every thing but him* I aban- 
‘ doned mylelf to the ardour of his ca- 
4 retfesj and, whillt I was reclining on 
4 his befom, and encircled by his arms, 

* my much injured hulband entered the 

* apartment. / 

4 A cry of horror was the firtt inti- 
4 mation we leceived of his prefence. 

4 He viewed us without fpeaking,whiift 
4 we remained abfolutely motionless on 

* the fpot where he firlt beheld us. His 
4 fii ft a&ion was towards his fword $ 
4 but paufing, and viewing us awhile 
4 with mingled rage and grief, he ut- 

* tered another cry, and fled through 
4 the garden with incredible quicknefs. 

4 This was the la ft moment in which I 

* ever faw my hulband! 

* We remained long in the fatal fum- 

* mer-houfe, not knowing what fteps 
4 to purfue. The fer.fe of my guilt 
4 overpowered me, and I felt that hap- 

* pinels was fled from me forever. At 

* length, I ventured to return to the 

* houle: I alked the fervants, with my 
4 eyes, what was become of their matter 

* —but, wiiA my lips, I dared not aiti- 

* culate his name. The fervants did 

* not leem to be confcious that any ex- 

* traordinary event had happened, and 
‘ all things appeared in their ulual ftate 
4 of coinpofm e. Thus.the night palled, 

* and three iucceeding days and nights, 

* in all which lime I heard neither of 
4 my hulband, nor of the man who had 

* ufurped his rights. 1 his frightful 
4 calm was at length broktn in upon— 
‘ and by a tempttt! 

‘ On the fourty morning my father, 

* mydearfather ! entered my apartment, 
4 with a countenance which exprefled 
4 unufual forrow. He took my h^nd, 
4 however, with the utmott tendernefg) 
4 and, by the foftnefs of his tones, re- 
4 moved the terror which-had leized m« 

* on his appearance. He told ms he had 

* a deepafni&ion to prepare me for; and 

* endeavoured to fortify my mind with 
‘ every argument of religion and fub- 

* m Ifion, before he revealed it. In this 
4 dreadful fufpence I uttejed not a word; 
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4 my mind was ftretched with horrid 
4 expe&ation! 

4 At length the millftone crufhed me. 

4 He informed me, that three days be- 
4 fore, my hulband had joined the rebel 
4 army; that an engagementhad taken 
4 place, and that he was amonglt the 
4 nrtt vi&ims of the battle. The effect 
4 this intelligence had on me was fcarcely 
4 (hort of madnefs—I did not weep, 

4 but I grew furious; I called myfelf 
4 my hufband’s murderer, demanded 
4 juftice on myfelf, and talked of cir- 
4 cumflances which, though true, pa fled 
4 on thofe about me as the effeft of fud- 
4 den phrenzy. Thofe violent pertur- 
4 bations ended in a fever, from which 
4 it was my punilhment to recover. 

4 With fhame I acknowledge, that as 
4 my health returned, my pafiion re- 
4 vived. I now confidered myfelf at 

* liberty, and had no doubt but my ten- 
4 der, p^fiionare lover, panted for the 
4 hour in which he could throw himfelf 
4 at my feet, and recompenfe all my fuf- 
4 ferings by uniting himfelf to me for 
4 ever. The days and weeks wore on, 

4 and he appeared not. At firft, I con- 
4 fidered him as facrificing to decorum; 

4 but at the end of two months I could 
4 no longer refill enquiring of a lady, 

4 who vifited in my chamber, when (he 
4 had feen the objeft of all v my thought. 

4 She anfwered, with great unconcern, 

* that he had hardly been feen at all for 
4 the laft month; for that he was fo de- 

* voted to Mrs. IlifF, whofe hulband 
4 was in England, that he never fpent 
4 an hour out of her houfe; that he 
4 boa fled every where of his pafiion, and 
4 of his happinefs; and had told his 
4 friends he doated on her to fuch dif- 
4 tra&ion, that, for her fake, he had 
4 half refolved to give up his country 
4 and his profeflion, and become an 
4 American planter. 

4 How long my friend might have 
4 continued in this interetling detail I 
4 know not, had not my fuddenly fall- 
4 ing fenfelefs at her feet (hocked her 

* into filence. She had difeernment, 

4 and perhaps guefled,in fome meafure, 

4 the caufe of fo llrong an emotion. 

4 Urged, therefore, either by her pru- 
4 dence or her curiofity, (he called no 
r aflilUnee, but endeavoured to recal 
4 me to the recolle&ion of my miferies 
4 by thecommon methods. Onawak- 
4 enibg from the fainting, I found my 

\ + head repofed on her bolbm, and her 
Vot,. II. 
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* tears bedewing my face. This ten- 
4 dernefs unlocked my whole foul—my 
4 woes were too poignant to admit of 
4 concealment, and they were all poured 
4 out hefore her. 

* My failing fpirics,’ faid the fad nar¬ 
rator, 4 will not permit me to continue 
4 in a thread—I mud pafs over many 
4 events to tell you that this friend pre- 
4 vailed on rhe to accompany her to 
4 England. Her hulband was a Loyal- 
4 ill; mine had been fo, and the rebels 
4 made this a pretext to rob me of all 
4 mypoflfeflions—too light a punilhment 
4 for crimes fo deep! I left America 
4 without daring to mention fuch a de- 
4 fign to my father—I could not b>ear 
4 to (lab him with the intelligence; and 
4 I could bear dill lefs to remain on a 
4 fpot where every object kept my dif- 
4 honour and wretchednefs alive: yet I 
4 wrote to him from the firll port, and 
4 confefied all my criminality; with a 
4 view to make his mind yield to the pro- 
4 priety of my abfence, and tolefienhis 
4 regrets for the lofit of a child whom he 
4 could no longer think worthy of his 
4 love. 

4 On our arrival in England, my 
4 friends carried me to a northern coun- 
4 ty, where 1 refided with them almoft 
4 two years in tolerable tranquillity. 

4 My tears were freq uen tl y pou i*ed before 
4 the Aimighty for my pad offences ; 

4 but they were tears which always left 
4 me more peaceful and ferene. This 
4 quiet date was at length interrupted 
4 by the pafiion of t the man in whofe 
4 prote&ion I lived. My friend had 
4 unwilely informed her hulband of my 
4 former guilt, and he received (he in tel- 
4 ligence with malicious pleaiiire— he 
4 con fidered now, that I had no right to 
4 defend myfelf from his addrefles on 
4 principles of honour, having once 
4 outraged them, and had the cruelty to 
4 inform me fo. On my exprefiing hor- 
4 ror at fuch a declaration, he had the 
4 brutality to add, that my ade&ed 
4 nicenefs was an ill return to hisbene- 

* volence in having fo long fupported 
4 me; and rh at, iF I chofe to cherilh fuch 
4 ungrateful fentiments, it mud be un- 
r der fome other roof. 

4 His roof I indantly quitted, though 

* a ilranger in the kingdom, mdkhown 
4 to no human being in it out of the lit- 
4 tie village in which we retided : but to 
4 remain therty would have been as 
4 though I did not wi(h to fly from the 

K k 4 enemy 


Digitized by Google 




ifo HEW NQVEMsVs MAGAZINE* 

»Mmy wbo pnrfoed mtj and I fcrtly air. and bending over the oorpfe: * bat 

• owed it to bit wife, to leaves fituarioa 4 1 flulJ join the©—my woe* aie at an 
y in which I wii evenr hour cfepokd to « end!' 

ft the danger of hit Tint*. 4 Yes, thy woe* are over,* faid the; 

4 A ftage, which pafled at the infient youth, who now turned from the win- 
4 of thefe cogitation*, offered me reliefs dow, * thy woes are overt But, oh! 

• it wa* in winter, and there was not a • Caroline, where will end rhe anguifh 

• creature in ?t$ which gloomy circum- « which now feize* my foul! Behold 

• fiance wa* to me a defir 2 bleon^*»for « fhe author of all thy affli&ions^tby 
4 it gave me the leifure of two hundred « bufband's murderer, thy murderer, 
4 miles to ponder over my forrows, and 4 and the murderer of thy fatherl* The 

• to confi-ler of my future fa^e. The lady ft art ed from her Father'* corpfe ^ 

• bittemeft of thtfe refle&ioro fo over- (he fixed her eyes on him for a moment 

• powered me, that when the coach with the moft dreadful expreffion, and 
4 arrived in London, I was foiil as to eiTayed to fpeak—but death had already 
4 feem to the people of the inn in a dy- rendered rigid the organs of fpeech—* 

• mg ft ate—11>U Is Heaven they were his chill hand wks on her Heart—(he 

• right! The coachman recommended ftruggled a moment} and then, without 

• me to this houfe, kept by his relation, hiving uttered a found, funk dead on 

• as he in formed me. I delivered my her pillow! 

4 purfe to the miftrefs of it, who for a Paufe here, and behold the two friend si 

4 fortnight gave me loins attendance} Both young, both equally the favourites 
4 but fince that period fhe has kindly- ©f health and of fortune. They had 
4 left me a prey to my diforder, which arifen in the morning frefh as the fun, 
4 will prefently——* ^ when through the portals of the Eaft he 

• D—<1 unfeeling wretch!' exclaimed firft dances nis golden beams! The day 
the youth, who had till now feemed at- was before them—their a&ions were to 
tentive only to what pafled in the ftreet be chofen. One of them pafled it's 
though the reftleflnel's of his motions opening hours in indolence, in folly, irx 
and nowand then a heavy figh, gave vapidity, and expence—the hour of noon 
his'friend room to fufpeft him of more beholds him a confeious murderer} an 
tendemefs and edmpaffion than was accumulator of crimes} a wretch bowed 
thought to belong to his character, down with the fenfe of his iniquities. 
The fudden forte of this execration had T. he other begun his day like a favourite 
a vifible effe& on the dying lady—but fon of Heaven t his heart was filled with 
ffeither fhe, nor the gentlemen who had benevolence} wherever he trod, his fteps, 
been liftening to her melancholy tale, had like the fteps of the Spring, gave hope* 
time to notice it} for the door inftan- and joy, and confolation. Having 
taneoufly opened, and divulged the ve- feafted his mind with it*s own bene, 
nerabk patient whom thev bad firft vi- ficence, he retires from the woes he had 
fined. The nurfe tottered beneath his roptributed to leflen ; he is prepared to 
weight, whilft with ghaftful eyes he tafie the pleafures which lay before him, 
ftsrvev*d the lovely creature, already on to refine them, and to pojfefs them with 

Hhe tnrefhold of death. He ftretebed a zril of which the palled libertine ca» 
|ns attns towards her, uttered a deep cry, form no idea, /fir is, indeed, an epi- 
jmd falling on the bed, expired! cure—a voluptuary of the firft order 1 

• My father, my father!' exclaimed Ye font of Pleafure* copy the por. 

the lady} clafping her hands with a wild trait! 4 


THE TEST OF MAGNANIMITY. 

BY MR. WILLIAMS. 

r T Should think this fame ifhnd panying his remark by gracefully bran. 

A of Great Britain, laid Monfieur di filing a pinch pf rappee, 4 the moft 
da Champignon the other day, accom- • favoured country unit heaven, ex. 
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r teprlng Prance, for the advantages of 

* human fociety, wer$ the climate more 
« conftant, and the inhabitants more 
11 refined.’ 

* That fentiment is perfe&ly charac- 
teriftic in a Frenchman,’ replied I. 

* ?ardtmm% mot /’ rejoined he* with 
feme warmth. 4 Je fuis citoyen dt 

* mondi \ J am a member of the human 

* fpecies,, and fj*ak of mankind as I 
« find them, untin&ured by the prqu- 

* dices of cuftom or illiberality.* 

4 But, after all, Monfieur,* added I, 

« you were born in Prance.’ 

« He Men, certainementd replied the 
aftoniihed Ion of Gallia i * but what of 
** that!’ 

* Oh, Monfienr, the conferences 

« are infinite!’ faid 1. ‘ Thecircum- 

4 fiance of being horn in France, is one 

* of thofe caufes from whence the effe& 
« is invariable: the natives of that fpor- 

* five foil would as foon refign the idea of 

* it’s pre-eminence over every other foot 

* in the creation, as a primitive Quaker 
4 would the tenets of his faith, or a 

* Britifii failor the dominion of the Teas ; 
4 they are both too ftrongly interwoven 

* in the natural fyftem by the prevalence 

* of habit, to be entirely removed by the 
4 Ample exertions of reafon. But the 
4 prejudice, taken in the molj unfavouiv 
4 able point of view, has it’s amiable 

points, and fhould be forgiven.’ 

4 Maf&i; prejudice!’ replied he, with 
evident tokens of amazement: excufez 
4 moi, Monfienr % but I have no preju- 
4 dices. The fierte or pride of Britons 
4 has been proverbial from the earlieft 
4 ages: your indelible contempt of every 

* country but your own, has betrayed 
4 even the ipoft enlightened of your 
4 members into a&s of perfonal rudeneis 
4 that are totally unknown in France ; 
4 whereas the influence of refinement 

* would teach you not only to govern 
f the paflions, out meliorate the heart.’ 

« Excufe me, Sir,’ rejoined 1, 4 Tor 
4 interrupting you ; but I flatter my- 
4 felf that the heart of an Englilhman 
4 is the feat of every manly virtue; and, 
4 fpeaking in a collective ferife, fuperigr 
4 to amendment: I admit that refine- 
4 ment may foften the manners’} but, 
4 conflicted as we are, even refinement 
4 <nay be prejudicial.’ 

4 Sacre Dieu!' exclaimed the cham- 

? ion of la poliUjey 4 refinement prejudi¬ 
cial 1’ 

Certainly,* added 15 4 if car- 
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* tied to an extreme, it too often tacitV 
4 apologises for our infamy, and mak** 

4 thofe vices general in the community, 

4 which, for our own well-being, ibotild 

* be unknown by any. The undifgutfed 
4 emotions of the heart art, perhaps, »4 
4 where fo immediately difeovered as ih 
4 a free country 5 but particularly ih 
4 England, the natives of which appear 
4 to value them&lves fo much upon the 
4 fincerity of expreffion, that in a/fxte- 
4 born Englilhman you may trace all the 
4 qualities of his mind in the mufcles of' 

4 his countenance : and it is a doubt 
4 with me, whether the numerous bene- 
4 fits that arife from his conftant attach - 
4 ment to truth, are not more than fuf. 

4 ficient to counterbalance the evils thsft 
4 may originate in his violation of 
4 good-breeding. I confider the ant?- 
4 pathies of John Bull as the belt 
4 palladium of his privileges; and if 
4 ever he departs from the old-fafhionecl 
4 prejudices of his aoceftors, he will 
4 certainly become as fervile an animal 
4 as the moft contemptible of his neigh- 
4 hours. But, to remove any unfavour- 
4 able imprelfions that you may enter- 
4 tain to the difadvantage of Englfth- 
4 men, I will relate an incoufiderafbld 
4 adventure; by the iflfue of which, 1 
4 hope you wilt admit that their virtue's 
4 are more conlpicuous than their wetfk- 
4 nefles; and that all the malign iri- 
4 fluence of their fuppoied negligence of 

4 refinement cannot ftifle for afingl* - 
4 moment the divine fuggeftions of ( pity 
4 and benevolence. 

4 Invited by the attra&iona of a fine' 

4 evening, I wandered forth, in the 
4 latter end of May, to partake of thole 
4 felubrious breezes which thetofy-fic- 
4 gered Hygeia wafts fchforgh the ave- 
4 fmes of St. James's Park ; and after 
4 fauntering up and down the Mall till 
4 I was fatigued, t approached to rake 
4 poflelfion of the corner of a bench that 
4 bad been pre-occupied by an elderly 
4 gentlewoman, who h$|d a beautiful 
4 lpaniel under her arm, andwrho I per- 
4 ceived had arifen from the ftat, on which 
f remained two perfons, with apparent 

* marks of dlfjain. The word brute* , 

1 which fhe pronounced with particular 

4 emphafis as (he arofe from her cornea? 

5 nions, fufficiently denoted that the paf- 
4 fion on her part was dtfguft. I had 
4 fcarcely feated myfelf ?. minute in my 
4 new fituation, when I difeovered th 

4 xny affociates wers warmly engaged ir\ 
K k a * 4 a political v 
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« a political controverfy; and naturally 

• concluded, that the acrimony oftheir 

< difeourfe had been the caufe of the 

* lady’s departure. They maintained 
« the unprofitable colloquy on both tides 
« with more zeal than diicretion. The 

• gentleman that fat next me was drefled 

• in a thread-bare blue coat, with brafs 
4 buttons ; his waiftcoat and breeches 

• retained fufficient evidence of their 

• original texture to enable me to afftrt 
« that they had been once white ; he 

• wore likewife an old hat, embellith- 

• ed with a thabby ribband, that was , 
« meant to ferve as an apology for a 

• cookade, and which covered a counte- 

• nance that leemed to have been weather- 

• beaten, and torn by the iron hand of 

* didrefs; and the muicles of his vifage 

• were contra&ed into a frown that bor- 

< dered upon the terrifick. The otherdif- 
4 putant,though a member of the lame 

* fpecies of animals, was apparently cad 
« in a mould of greater delicacy than his 

* rough-hewn alfociate; his clay had 

* been tempered by the amiable offices 
4 of urbanity i he wore a cockade as 

* well as his opponent $ but it was dif- 

* pofed with a degree of elegance, which 

• tacitly implied that he thought an at- 
4 tention to the decorations of his perfon 

* among the indifpenfable duties of a 

* man's exillepce. I loon difeovered 

• the profelfions of my companions; 

* and found that the former was a lieu- 

* tenant in the navy upon half pay ; ant! 

• the latter a lubaltern in a regiment 
4 that had done confulerable lVrvices, 

* and iigualized itl’elf in a particular 
4 manner during the unhappy coated 

* with America but had be n frnce broke 
M up, on the eltabliihmentof peace. The 

• bone of contention that had been di- 
« fturbing the harmony of/hefe gallant 

* children of Bellona had^origlnated in 

* adifputeequaliypuerileand ridiculous; 

* namely, Which profdlion was of the 

* molt real advantage to their country, 

• the army or the navy? A variety of 
/ arguments were produced qn both 
t fides, to psove the fuperiority of each 
‘ other’s claim to national gratitude; 

* but their affirtions were conceived in 

• fuch a fpirit of unch iritablenefs, and 

• their zeal for the ctedit and honour of 
•\heir dillinft profeffions had betrayed 

• them -sito fo many violations of pro- 

* pnety, that 1 was under foine ferious 
4 apprehenftons left a difpute fo vigo- 

roufly fuppo,ted (hould have a ferious 
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4 termination; when an accident oc- 

* curred, that very fortunately turned the 

* tide of their riling animonty into thn 
4 calm channel of philanthropy; and, by 
4 touching the mader-key of the hu- 

* man heart, led them both to be voluiv- 
4 teers in a caufe that refle&ed the higherc 
4 dignity on the propenfities of their na- 

* ture. A young woman, habited in 

* the robes of mifery, with a fickly in- 

* fant at her bofotn, approached the feat 

* at the very moment when thefe chanw 

* pious of Britannia had arrived at the pa- 

* roxyfm of profeflional inveteracy, anfl 

* were in the a£t of treading on the pre- 
4 cin&sofperfonalrudenefs. When this 
4 emaciated being had crawled within a 
4 few paces of the bench, (he dropped a 
4 curtley to the company, that indicated 
4 the mod abjeft humiliation of m>nd,yet 
4 the woe-worn fupplicant ntrered not a 
4 word; but that language which her 
4 tongue denied, was molt abundantly 
1 fupplied by the eloquence of her faded 
4 eyes, from each of which iifued a dream 
4 of tears, that wetted the poor fondling 
4 which clung to her withered bofom. 
4 She had fcarcely prefented herfelf as an 
4 obieft of charity, when the brave tar, 
4 totally unmindful of the difpute, and 
4 abforbed in the generous emotions of 
4 godlike pity, pulled out a leather 
4 purfe from hit breeches pocket, with 
4 a fort of involuntary impulfe, and of- 
4 fering it to the fqualid daughter of af- 
4 fli&ion, with great tender r.efs, while 
4 a tear dole into his eye, accofted her 
4 thus— 44 Hem, my lafs, take this trifle; 
44 mayhap it will help to bear you into 
44 the port of comfort. You feem to 
44 me to have had a curled rough voyage 
44 through life; and are now driving be- 
44 fore a heavy gale, with bare poles, 
ri without either rudder or com pais.—> 
4 4 But what of that! Have a good heart, 
44 and chear up, my .girf; who knows 
44 what may be in the wind yet? If it's 
44 foul weather to-day, d'ye fee, why it 
44 may be fair to-morrow. So take this, 
44 get a freffi Aore of provifiohs in the 
44 hold, and new-rigged. Beware of 
44 the lee-fhores of extravagance, and 
41 thank God that the veflei has not been 
44 quite bulged upon the rockd of inhq- 
44 inanity!'*— 44 Aye, Heaven reward 
44 your goodnefsl'* replied the papr 
4 wretch, lifting up her eyes, aimoft 
4 drowned in tears of gratitude, 44 and 
44 teach me and my fatherlefs infant to 
44 Abdicate eternal bleflings on the l)ead 

* « of 
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** of our benefa&or.”—Are you a native 
St of Great Britain ?” rejoined the fubal- 
*C tern. "No,Sir,” replied the forrow- 
% ing female, in tones of meeknefs and 

* dejection: “ I was bom in New York, 

** and educated with care and tendemefs, 

“ till I became marriageable, when my 
“ fate fo ordered, that I Should b« onit- 
•• ed in wedlock to the mod amiable of 
•• mankind. We loved each other with 

the mod inviolable affe&ion, and paf- 

V fed two years in the fond interchange 
“ of , mutual tendernefTes j and in all 
“ probability we plight have been dill 
“ happy, had j*ot the diflentions of the 
“ province put a final period to our do- 
* 4 rpeftick felicity. As it became necef- 
“ faijy, at that period, for the Safety of 
«* evevy perlon, to attach himfeif either 

to the services of his king or thelead- 
“ ers of the rebellion, my poor Wil- 
u liam,” continued the poor outcall, 

* wiping her eyes, 4t thought it moft ho- T 
** nourable to enter into the fervice of 1 

. “ the. fornfitr. To be brief, he was 
** killed, with many more brave men, 

V in repellingan excurfionof the enemy; 
and I, unhappy wretch ! was left be- 

“ hind» in a date of pregnancy, to 
** wander upon the face of the creation, 

“ woe-worn, * frietidlefs, and deplo- 
« 4 rable!'' Here another Shower of tears 
€ put a dop to tfie continuation of her 

* narrative;- at the ceafing of which, the 


gallant votary of Mars pulled out his 
money with great trepidation; and, 
with a countenance high-fraught with 
the majedy of compaflion, ana the di¬ 
vine effufions of a patriot and a Chrif- 
tian, (bared his iiinted pittance with 
the miferable widow of a loyal fol- 
dier. 

« The parties now feparated from each 
other, 'fhe lieutenant, pulling up his 
breeches, eroded the path with hafty 
drides; and the philanrhropick foldier, 
after furveying the poor claimant with 
particular concern, enfolded his arms, 
and refting his chin upon his bread 
with feeming melancholy, walked 
down the Mall with a kind of lullen 
difeontent, that very plainly indicated 
his adon.diment ai the feeming ine- 
concileable dlfpenfations of the Al¬ 
mighty. For my part, after contri¬ 
buting my mite towards the relief 
of the indigent woman, 1 indulged 
myfelf in the happietl refle&ions on 
the adventures of the evening; and 
could not avoid congratulating myfelf 
upon being an inconiiderable member 
of that community which by lea and 
land is defended by a race of Britons, 
who are nor more distinguished in battle 
for their heroifm, than in the calm re¬ 
tirements of peace for their huma¬ 
nity.* 


WENTWORTH; 


THE MANLY MOURNER. 


A Very amiable and much-refpe&ed 
■ friend of mine, whofe real name 
J Shall conceal under that of Wentworth, 
had lately the misfortune of lofing a 
-wife, who was ndt only peculiarly beau¬ 
tiful, but whofe foul was the manfion of 
every virtue, and of every elegant ac¬ 
complishment. She was fuddenly cut 
otf in the flower of her age, after hav¬ 
ing lived twelve years with the belt and 
moft affectionate of hufbands. A per¬ 
fect fimilarity of temper and difpofition, 
a kindred delicacy of tafte and fenti- 
ipent, had linked their hearts together 
in early youth, and each fucceeding year 
*+ /eemed but to add new ftrength to their 
alFeCtion. 'Though poflefled of an af¬ 
fluent fortune, they preferred the tran¬ 


quillity of the country to all the eay 
pleasures of the capital. In the cultiva¬ 
tion of their eftate, in cherishing the vir¬ 
tuous induftry of it's inhabitants, in 
ornamenting a beautiful feat, in the fo- 
ciety of one another, in the innocent 
prattle of their little children, and in the 
company of a few friends, Mr. Went¬ 
worth and his Amelia found every wiSfi 
gratified, and their happinefs compleat. 

My readers will judge, then, what 
muft have been Mr. Wentworth’s feel¬ 
ings, when Amelia was thus fuddenly 
torn from him, in the very prime of her 
life, and in the midst of her felicity. I 
dreaded the effects of it on a mind ot hi* 
nice and delicate lenfibilitvand receiv¬ 
ing a letter from his brother, requesting 

me 
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«ne to come to Aero* I battened thither, 
to endeavour, by my piefence, ;o a|- 
fuage his grief, and prevent thofe f*u! 
consequences of which I was fo apprc- 
henfive. 

As I approached the honfe, the light 
of all the well-known fctnes brought 
frelh into my mind the rememh ance of 
Amelia 5 and I feltmyfeif but ill qua’i- 
fied to a & the part of a -comforter. 
When my carriage ftopped at the gate, 
1 trembled, and Would have given the 
world to go back. A heart-felt forrow 
fat on thtTcountenance of every fervant; 
and I walked into the houie, without a 
word being uttered. In the hall I was 
met by the old butler, who was grown 
grey-headed in the family; and he 
flattened to conduft me up ftairs. As 
I walked up, I commanded firmntfs 
enough to f*y—* Well, William, how 

* is Mr. Wentworth V The old man, 
turning about, with a look that pierced 
my heart, laid—* Oh, Sir, our excellent 

* lady ,. '* Here his grief overwhelmed 
him ; and it was with difficulty he was 
able to open to me the door of the apart¬ 
ment. 

Mr. Wentworth ran and embraced 
me with the warmeft affe&ion; and, 
after a few moments, attained a firnn- 
reis, and even an eafe, that furprized 
me. Hi 9 brother, with a lifter of 
Amelia's, and fome other friends that 
were in the room, appeared more over¬ 
powered than my friend himfelf, who, 
by the fortitude of his behaviour, feemed 
1 other to moderate the grief of thofe 
around him, than to demand their coin- 
attion for himfelf. By his gentle and 
ind attentions, he feemed anxious to 
relieve their lbrrow; and, by a fort of 
concerted tianquillity, ttrove to prevent 
their d lcovering any fymptoms of the 
bitter anguilh which preyed on his mind. , 
llis countenance was pale, and his eyes 
betrayed that his heart was ill at eafe j 
but it was that filent and majeftick tor- 
row which commands our reverence and 
o r admiration. 

Next morning, after breakfeft, I 
chanced to take up a volume of Metaf- 
tatto, that lay amongft other books on 
* table 5 and, as I was turning over the 
leaves, a (lip of paper, with (omething 
written on it, dropped on the floor. 
Mr. Wentworth picked it up; and, as 
he looked at it, I faw the tears ftart into 
•his eyes , and, fetching a deep figh, he 


i.ticr:d, n a U r and broken voice-?* 
* Mj i > Amelia!' It was the tran- 
i,4tio 1 of a favourite paflage which (he 
bad btvti attempting, but had left un- 
firi-ifvi. As it uneafy left I had per¬ 
ceived his emotion, he carelefsly threw 
his a mover my thoulder; and,reading 
aloud a few lines of the page which X 
held open in my hand, he went into 
fome remaiks on the poetry of that de-, 
gant autbot. Some time after, I ob« 
lerved him take up the book; and, care¬ 
fully replacing the flip of paper where 
it had been, pot the volume in hit 
pocket. 

Mr. Wentworth propofed that we 
fhould walk out, and that he himfelf 
would accompany us. As we Hepped 
through the nail, one of my friend's 
youngeft boys came running up 5 and, 
catching his papa by the hand, cried out 
with joy, that mamma's Rover was re¬ 
turned. This was a fpaniel, who had 
been the favourite of Amelia, and had 
followed her in all her walks; but, after 
her death, bad been fent to the honfe of 
a villager, to be out of the immediate 
fight of the family* Having fomehow 
made it's efcape from thence, the dog 
had that morning found his way home; 
and, as foon as he faw Mr. Wentworth, 
leaped on him with an excefs of fond- 
neis. I law my friend's lips and cheeks 
quiver: he catched his little Frank lit 
his arms, and for a few moments hid 
his face in his neck. 

As we traverfed his delightful 
grounds, many different feeues na¬ 
turally recalled the remembrance of 
Amelia. My friend, indeed, in order 
to avoid (base of her favourite walks, 
had conducted us an utiufual road j bpt 
what comer could be found that did not 
bear the traces of her hand -I Her ele¬ 
gant tafte bad marked the peculiar 
beauty of each different font, and had 
brought it forth to view with fact a 
happy delicacy of ai* r a* to make it 
feem the work of. nature alone* As we 
eroded certain paths in the wood* and 
pa(Ted by fome nittick buildings, I could 
fometimes difeern an emotion in ay 
friend's countenance; but he inffantly 
flitted it with a firmnefs and dignity that 
made me careful not to feem to ob- 
ferve it. 

Towards night, Mr. Wentworth hav¬ 
ing ftolen out of the room, his brother 
and I flapped out to a terrace behind die 

km 
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houfe. It was the duikot the evening; 
the air was mild and fereqe, and the 
moon was rifing in all her brightnefs 
from th$ cloud of the eaft. »The fine- 
nefsof the night made us extend our 
walk $ and we ft rayed into a hollow 
valley, whoffe fides are covered with 
trees overbuying a brook that pours tt- 
lelf ab»ng ovetf broken rock?. We ap¬ 
proached a ruftiQk grotto placed in a 
iequeftered corner under a half-impend- 
ing rock. My companion (topped. 

• This,* laid ye, 4 was one of Amelia’s 
c walks, and that grotto was her fa- 

• voqnie evening''ey e it. The Iaft night 

• (he ever walkeJ out, and the very 

• evening (he cMtght tliat fatal fever, I 

• was with trfv brothet* and h^r, while 
4 we fat r,rd read to each other in that 
4 very place.’ While he fpoke, we per¬ 
ceived a man ft^al out of the grotto} 
and, avoiding as, take his way by a path 
through a thicket of trees Jn the other 
fide. * It is mv brother,* fairi young 
Wentworth $ 4 he has been here in his 
4 Amelia's taxoariiC grove, indulging 
4 that grief he fo carefully conceals hum 
4 tis.’ 

We returned to the boufe, and found 
Mr. Wentworth «*ith the reft of the 
company. He forced on fbme conver 
fation, and even atfe&ed a degree of 
gentle pleafantry during the whole even¬ 
ing. 

Such, in fbort, is the nohle deport¬ 
ment of my friend, that, in place of 
finding X neceflarv to temper and mo¬ 
derate his grief, I muft avoid leeming to 
perceive it, and dare fcarcely appear even 
to think of the heavy calamity which 
has befallen him. I too weil know what 
he feels j hut the more I know this, the 
more does the dignity of his recollection 
and fortitude excite my admiration, and 
command my filent attention and re- 
* 

How very different *is this dignified 
and referved dbrrow from that weak and 
fcazing grief which difgufts by it's fighs, 
and tears, and clamorous lamentations ! 
How muth does fuch noble fortitude of 
deportment call forth our regard and re¬ 
ference 1 How much is a character, in 
wther rdpe&s eftimabla, degraded by a 
mumy dameanourj How much *km 


the cxceiTtve, the importunate, and un¬ 
manly grief of Cicero, diminifli the vc$y 
high tefpeft which we (houkl otherwise 
entertain for the exalted character of 
that illuftrious Roman! 

Writers on practical morality havo 
delbribed and analizedthe paffion of 
gritf, and have pretended to prescribe 
remedies for reftoring the mind to tran¬ 
quillity j but, I believe, little benefit haa 
been derived from any thing they havo 
adviled. To tell a perfbn in grin that 
time will relieve him, it truly applying 
no remedy$ and to bid him refleft how 
many others there may be who are more 
wretefted, is a very inefficacious one. 
The truth is, that the exceft of this, ae 
well as of other pat front, vnoft be pre¬ 
vented rather than cured. It mim bo 
obviated, by our attaining that evennefk 
and equality of temper which can arifr 
only from an improved underftanding, 
and an habitual mtercourfe wkh refined 
fociety. Thefe will not, indeed, exempt 
us from the pangs of farrow, but will 
enable us to bear them with a noble 
grace and propriety; and will render the 
prefence of our ft iends, which is tho 
only remedy, a very efftftual cure. 

This is well explained by a philofo- 
pher who is no lei's eloquent than he k 
profound. He juftly obierves, that we 
naturally, on all occafions, endeavour 
to bring down our own paflions to that 

} fitch which rhofe about us can corre- 
pond with. We view ourielves in the 
light in which we think they view us* 
and feek to fait our behaviour to what 
we think their feelings can go along 
with. With an intimate friend, ac- 
nainted with every circumftan^eof our 
tuation, we can, in fome meafuie, give 
way to our grief, but are m^re calm than 
when by ourfeives. Before a common 
acquaintance, we xfliime a greater Je- 
datenefs: before a mixed aflembly, we 
afte£t a (fill more con fiderahlc degree of 
compofitre. Thus, by the company of 
our friends at firft, and afterwards by 
mingling with fociety, wa come to fiaic 
our deportment to what we think they 
will approve of; we gradually abate the 
violence of our paffion, and reitore our 
mind to it’s wonted tranquillity. 


PORTRAIT 
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PORTRAIT OF A COUNTRY DOWAGER. 

BY MR. MACKENZIE. 


I Have long cultivated a talent very 
fortunate for a man of my difpo- 
fitioi:, that of travelling in my eafy- 
ehair; of tranfporting royfelf, without 
{Hiring from my parlour, to diftant 
places, and to abient friends; of drawing 
icenes in my mind’s eye, and of peo¬ 
pling them with thegroupes of fancy, or 
the fociety of remembrance. When, in 
the fummer feafon, I have felt the drea- 
rinels of the town, deferted by my 
acquaintance; when I have returned 
from the coffee-houfe where the boxes 
were unoccupied, and ftrolled out from 
my accuftomed walk, which even the 
lame beggar had left; I was fain to (hut 
myfelf up in my room, order a difli of 
my bell tea, (for there is a fort of me¬ 
lancholy which difpofes one to make 
much of one’s felf;) and calling up the 
powers of memory and imagination, 
leave the folitary town for a folitude 
more interefting, which my younger 
days enjoyed in the country, which I 
think, and if I am wrong I do not wi(h 
to be undeceived, was the mod elyfjan 
{pot in the world. 

’Twas at an old lady’s, a relation and 
rod-mother of mine, where a particular 
incident occafioned my being left during 
the vacatioh of two fucceffive feafons. 
Herhoufe was formed out of the remains 
•f an old Gothick caftle, of which one 
tower was (fill almoft entire: it was 
tenanted by kindly daws and fwallows. 
Beneath, in a modernized part of the 
building, refilled the miftrefs of the 
manlion. Thehoufe was (kirted with 
a few majeftick elms and beeches, and 
the (lumps of (everal others (hewed that 
they had once been more numerous. To 
the well a clump of firs covered a rug¬ 
ged rocky dell, where the rooks claimed 
a prefcriptive leignory. Through this 
a dafhing rivulet forced it’s way, which 
afterwards grew quiet in it’s progrefs; 
and gurgling gently through a piece of 
downy meadow-ground, eroded the 
bottom of the garden, where a little 
ruftick paling inclofed a wafhing-green, 
and a wicker-feat fronting the fouth 
was placed for the accommodation of 
the <M lady, whofc leffer taur, when 


her fields did not require a vifit, ufed 
to terminate in this fpot. Here, toe, 
were ranged the- hives for her bees, 
whole hum, in a hill, warm funfhine, 
Toothed the good cld lady’s indolence, 
while their proverbial indultry was 
fometimes quoted for the inftru&ion of 
her wafhei s. The brook ran brawling 
through foine underwood on the out- 
iide ot the garden, and foon after formed 
a little cafcade, which fell into the river 
that winded through a valley in front 
of the houfe. When hay-making or 
harveil was going on, my godmother 
took her long dick in her hand, and 
overlooked tl\e labours of the mowers 
or reapers; though I believe there was 
little thrift in the fuperintendency, as 
the vifit generally coft her a draught of 
beer or a drain, to encourage their dili¬ 
gence. 

Within doors the had Co able an aflift- 
ant, that her labour was little. In that 
department an old man-fervant was her 
minjiler, the father of my Peter, who 
ferves me not the Ids faithfully that we 
have gathered nuts together in my god¬ 
mother’s hazel-bank. This old butler 
(I call him by his title of honour, though 
in trpth he had many fubordinate 
offices) had originally entitled with h*r 
huiband, who went into the army a 
youth, though he afteiwards married 
and became a country gentleman, had 
beep his fervan: abroad, and attended 
him during his laft illnefs at home. 
His bell hat, which he wqi e a-Sundays, 
with a fcarlet waittcoat of his mader’sj 
had (lill a cockade in it. 

Her hufbands books were in a room 
at the top of a (crew flair-cafe, which 
<had fcarcebeen opened fince his death ; 
but her own libi ary for Sabbath or j ain j 
days, was ranged in a little book-prels 
in the parlour. It confitted, as far as 
I can remember, of feveral volumes 
of fermons, a Concordance, Thomas 
a’Ketnpis, Antoninus's Meditations, 
the works of the author of the Whole 
Duty of Man, and a tranilation of 
Boethius; the original editions of the 
Spectator and Guardian, Cowley’s 
Poems, Dryden’s Works, (ef which I 

had 
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had loft a volume Toon after I firft came 
about her houfe) Baker's Chronicle, 
Burnet’s Hiflory of his own Times, 
Lamb's Royal Cookery, Abercromby’s 
Scots Warriors, and Nilbet's Heraldry. 

Thefubjettof the UU-mentioned book 
was my godmother's ftrong grourid; and 
(he could difentangle a point of gene- 

* u gy beyond anybody lever knew. 

•* had an excellent memory for anec- 
f * , and her ftories, though fometimes 

: r, were never tirefome; for (he had 

a woman of great beauty and ac- 
' ; Ihment in her youth, and had 

# ' 1 djvh company as made the drama 

'' c»i ies relpeftable and interefting. 
She frequently of Alch of her own 

famtj; as lhe remembered when a child, 
but fcarceiy ever of thofe (he had loft, 
though one could fee lhe thought of them 
often. She had buried a beloved huf- 
band and four children. Her youngeft, 
Edward, * her beautiful, her brave/ 
fell in Flanders, and was not entombed 
with his anceftors. His picture, done 
when a child*, an artlefs -red and white 
portrait, fmelling at a nofegay, but very 
like withal, hung at her betffide, and his 
fword and gorget were croffcd under it. 
When lhe Ipoke of a foldief, it was in a 
ftyle above her ufual fimplicity ; there 
was a fort of fwell in her language, 
which fometimes a tear (for her age 
had not loft the privilege of tears) made 
ftill more eloquent. She kept her for- 
rows, like the devotions that folaced 
them, facred to herfelf: they threw 
nothing of gloom over her deportment; 
a gentle fhade only, like the fleckered 
clouds of fummer, that increafe, not 
diminifti, the benignity of the fealon. 

She had few neighbours, and ftill 
fewer vifitors; but her reception of fuch 
as did vifit her was cordial in the ex¬ 
treme. She prefled a little too much, 
perhaps; but there was fo much heart 
and gbpd-will in her importunity, as 
made her good things feem better than 
thofe of any other table. 'Nor was her 
attention confined onljr to the good fare 
of her guefts, though it might have flat¬ 
tered her vanity more than that of moft 
exhibitors of good dinners, because the 
cookeiy was generally direfted by her¬ 
felf. Their fervants lived as well in her 
hall, and their horfes in her liable. She 
looked after the airing of their (heels, 
Voi.. II. 


and faw their fires mended if the night 
was cold. Her old butler, who rofe 
betimes, would never fuffer any body 
to mouift his horfe fafting. 

The parfon of the parilh was her 
gueft every Sunday, and faid prayers in 
the evening. To fay truth, he was no 
great genius, nor much * fcbolar. I 
believe my grandmother knew’ rather 
more of divinity than he did: but lhe 
received from him information of another 
fort$ he told her wjio were the poor,, the 
fick, the dying of the parilh, andihehad 
fome afliflance, fo jne cpn»fort, for tlittn 
aJL 

I could draw the old lady at this ipo- 
menti-^-drefled in grey, with a clean 
wdiite hpod nicely plaited, (for lhe was 
fpmewhat finical abput the neatnefs 
of her perfon) fitting in her ftraight- 
backed elbow-chair, which flood in a 
large window fcooped out of the tjiick- 
nels of the ancient wall. The middle 
panes of the window were of painted glaf?. * 
the ftory of Jofeph and his Brethren. Oil 
the out fide waved a honeyfuckle tree, 
which often threw it’s (hade acrofs her 
book, or her work j but (he would not al¬ 
low it to becut’down, ‘ It has flood there 
‘ many a day/ faid lhe; « and We old 

* inhabitants Ihould'bear with one at- 

* other.' Methinks I fee h«r thus feated, 

her fpeftacles on, but raifed a iiule 0,1 
her brow for a paufe of explanation, 
their (hagreen-cafe laid between the 
leaves of a filver-clafped family Bible. 
On one fide, her bell and fnuff box; on 
the other, her knitting apparatus in ablue > 
damalk bag. Between her and the fire 
an old Spamfti pointer, that had former¬ 
ly been her fon Edward’s, teazed, but 
not teazed out of his gravity,by a little 
terrier of mine. All this is before me, 

and I am a hundred miles from town, 
it's inhabitants, and it’s bufinefs. In 
town I may have leen fuch a figure; 
but the country feenery around, like 
the tafteful frame of an excellent p.aure, 
gives it a heightening,.a relief, which it 
would lofe in any other fituation. 

Some of my readers, -perhaps^ will 
look with little relilh on,the portrait. I 
know it is an egotilin in me to talk of 
it’s value; but over this dift) of tea, and 
m fuch a temper of mind, one is given 
to egotifm. It will be only adding an¬ 
other to lav, that when 1 recal the rural 
' ^ I feene 


Digitized by 


>ogle 


268 


NEW NOVELIST S MAGAZINE. 

fceneof the good old lady's abode, her another; I feel a ferenity of foul, a be- 
fimple, her innocent, her ulet id employ- Dignity of affections, which I am lure 
mems, the afflictions Hie lull .lined in confer bappinefs, and 1 think mult pro- 
this world, the conlfons fhe drew from mote virtue. 

THE EXCESS OF SENSIBILITY; 

o *, 

CHARLES FLEETWOOD. 

„ A CHARACTER. ^ 


EFINEMENT, and delicacy of 
talte, are the productions of ad¬ 
vanced fociety. They open to the mind 
of perfons pofieiled of them a field of 
elegant enjoyment; but they may be 
pufhed to a dangerous extreme. By that 
excels of feniibility to which they lead ; 
by that vanity which they flatter; that 
idea of fuperiority which they nouiiffl; 
they may unfit their pofleflbr for the 
common and ordinary enjoyments of 
life; and, by that over-niecnefs which 
they are apt to create, they may mingle 
fomewhatof difgulf and unealineis, even 
in the highelt and fined pleafures. A 
perfon of Inch a mind will often mil's 
happinefs where Nature intender! it Ihould 
be found, and leek for it where it is not 
to be met with. Difguft and chagi'n 
will frequently b^ his companions, while 
lefs cultivated minds are enjoying plea- 
fure unmixed and unalloyed. 

I have ever confidered my friend 
Charles Fleetwood to be a remarkable 
inftance of fuch a character. Mr. Fleet- 
wood has been endowed by nature with 
a moft feeling and tender heart. Edu¬ 
cated to no particular profeflion, his na¬ 
tural len Ability has been increaled by a 
life of inactivity, chiefly employed in 
reading, and the ftudyof the polite arts, 
which has given him that excels of re¬ 
finement I have deferibed above, that 
injures while it captivates. 

Laft fummer I accompanied him in an 
excuiiion into the country. Our objeft 
was partly air andexercife, and partly to 
pay a^vifit to fome of our friends. 

Our firft vifit was to a college-ac¬ 
quaintance, remarkable for that old- 
falhioned hofpitality which ftill prevails 
in fome parts of the country, and which 
too often degenerates into excefs. Un¬ 
fortunately for us, we found with our 
fritnd a number of his jovial compa¬ 
nions, whole object of entertainment 


was very different from ours. Inftead 
of wifhing to enjoy the pleafures of the 
country, they exnrefled their fatisfa&ion 
at the meeting or fo many old acquaint¬ 
ance ; becaui’e, they faid, it would add 
to the mirth and Sociality of the party. 
Accordingly, after a long and foTnewhat 
noify dinner, the table was covered with 
bottles and glalTes. The mirth of the 
company role higher at every new toaft; 
and, though their drinking did not pro¬ 
ceed quite the length of intoxication, the 
convivial feitivity was diawn out, with 
very little intermiifion, till it was time to 
go to bed. ivlr. Fieetwood’s politenefs 
pi evented him from ieaving the com¬ 
pany; but I, who knew him, faw he was 
inwardly fretted at the manner in which 
his time was fi ent, during a fine evening, 
in one of the mod beautiful parts of the 
country. The mirth of the company, 
which was at lead innocent, was loft 
upon him; their jokes hardly produced a 
fmile, or, if they did, It was a forced one: 
even the good-humour of thole around 
him, inflead of awakening his benevo¬ 
lence, and giving him a philanthronical 
pleafure, increaled his chagrin ; and the 
louder the company laughed, the graver 
did I th ink Mr. Fleetwood’s countenance 
became. 

Af ter having remained here two days, 
our time being fpent pretty much in the 
manner I have deferibed, we went to the 
houfe of anothf r gentleman in the neigh¬ 
bourhood. A natural fobernefs of mind, 
accompanied with a habit of induftry, 
and great attention to the management 
of his farm, would lave us, we knew, 
from any thing like riot or intemperance 
in his family. But even here I found 
Mr. Fleetwood not a whit more, at his 
eafe than in the laft houfe. Opr land¬ 
lord’s ideas of politenefs made him thinjc 
it would be want of refpeft to his'guefts 
if he did not give them conftant attend¬ 
ance. 
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a»ce. Breakfaft, therefore* was no fooner 
removed, than, 4a he wifhed to vifit his 
farm,'he proposed a walk. We let out 
accordingly j and our whole morning 
v^as fpent in croffing dirty fields, leaping 
ditches and hedges, and hearing our 
landlord difeourfe on drilling and borfe - 
hoeing j of broad-cafl and fummer fallow^ 
<?f. manuring, plowing, draining , Sec. 
Mr. Fleetwood, who had Scarcely ever 
read a theoretical book upon farming , 
and was totally ignorant of the pra&ice, 
was teazed to death with this converfa- 
tion, and returned home, covered with 
dirt, and worn out with fatigue. After 
dinner, the family-oeconomy did not aU 
low the lead approach to a debauch; 
and, as our landlord had exhaufted his 
utmoft (lock of knowledge and conver- 
fation in remarks upon his farm, while 
we were not at all defirous of repeating 
the entertainment of the morning, we 
pafled a taftelefs, lifelefs, yawning after¬ 
noon j and I believe Mr. Fleetwood would 
hive willingly exchanged the dulnefs of 
his prefent company for the boilterous 
mirth of the laft he had been in. 

Our next vifit was to a gentleman of 
a liberal education and elegant manners, 
who, in the earlier parjt of his life, had 
been much in the polite world. Here 
Mr. Fleetwood expelled to find pleafure 
and enjoyment fufficient to atone for the 
dHagreeable occurrences in his two for¬ 
mer vifits; but here, too, he was difap- 
pointed. Mr. Selby, for that was our 
friend’s name, had been feveral years 
married: his family increafing, he had re¬ 
tired to the country j and, renouncing the 
buftleof the world, had given himfelf up 
todomeftick enjoyments: his time and 
attention were devoted chiefly to the care 
of his children. Thepleafurewhich him- 
felffelt in humouring all their little fan¬ 
cies, made him forget how troublefome 
that indulgence might be to others. The 
firft morning we were at his houie,when 
Mr. Fleetwood came intc^the parlour to 
breakfaft, all the places at table were oc¬ 
cupied by the children. It was neceflhry 
that one of then? fliould be difplaced to 
make room for him j and, in the diftiub- 
anefe which this occafioned, a tea-cup 
was overturned, and fealded the finger 
of'Mr. Selby’s eldeft daughter, a child 
about feven years old, whole whimper¬ 
ing and complaining attracted the whole 
attention during breakfaft. That being 
•ver, the eldeft boy came forward with 


a book in his hand, and Mr.Selby afleed 
Mr. Fleetwood to hear him read his lef- 
fon. Mrs. Seiby joined in the requeft* 
though both looked as if they were ra- 
. ther conferring a favour on their gueft. 
The eidelt had no fooner flnilhed, than 
the youngeft bpy prelented himfelf j'upoit 
which bis father obferved, that it would 
be doing injustice to Will not to hear 
him, as well as his elder brother Jack '5 
and in this way wa 3 my friend obliged 
to fpend the morning, in performing the 
oflice of a fchoolmafter to the children iii 
fucceflion. 

Mr. Fleetwood liked a game at whift, 
and promifed himfelf a party in thd 
evening, free from interruption. Cards 
were accordingly propofed; but Mrs! 
Seiby obferved, that her little daughter,’ 
whoftill complained of herfcalded finger* 
needed amufement as much as any of 
the company. In place of cards, Mils 
Harriet infilled on the game of the goefe . 
Down to it we fat; and to a ftranger it 
would have been not unamufing to lee 
Mr. Fleetwood, in his forrowful coun¬ 
tenance, at the royal and pleafant garni 
of the goofe, with a child of feven years' 
old. It is unneceflary to dwell longei' 
on particulars. During all the time we 
were at Mr. Selby’s, the delighted pa¬ 
rents were indulging their fondnefs, 
while Mr. Fleetwood was repining and 
fretting in fecret. 

Having finiflied our intended round 
of vifits, we turned our courle Jiome- 
wards, and, at the fii ft inn on our roah,* 
were joined by one Mr. Johnfon, with 
whom T was (lightly acquainted. Politc- 
nels would not allow me to reject the 
offer of his company, eipecialiy as I 
knew him to be a good-natured, inof- 
fenfive man. Our road lay through a 
glen, romantick and pi&urefque, which 
we reached foon after fun-let, in a mild 
and ftill evening. On each fide were ftu- 
pendous mountains} their height} the 
rude and proje&ing rocks of winch fome 
of them were compoled; the gloomy ca¬ 
verns they leemcd to contain, and the 
appearance of devnfiation, occafioned by 
traces of cataracts filling from their 
tons, prelented to our view a Irene truly 
fublime. Mr. Fleetwood felt an unulual 
elevation of fpirit. His foul role within 
him, and was ivvelied with thar fdent awe 
fo wellfuited to Ids ccntemplrtii e mind. 
In the words of the poet, he could have 
laid— 

L Yz -‘ Welcome 
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_ _ . * Welcome,kindred glooms; a fine evening in the country: but that 

Congenial horrors, hail!’ not being the fentiments of the company, 

—— * Be thefe my theme, ^ad he > without repining, given up his 

* Thefe that exalt the foul to iolemn thought, tafte to theirs, inflead of feeling diiguft 

4 And heavenly muling!* ' at what appeared to him coarfe in their 

enjoyments, he would have felt pleafure 
Our filence had now continued for at the mirth and good-humour which 
about a quarter of an hour; and an un- prevailed around him; and the very re- 
ufual ftilnefs prevailed around us, inter- flexion, that different employments gave 
rumed only by the tread of our horfes, amufement to different men, would have 
which, returning at dated intervals, af- afforded a lively and philanthropical fa- 
filled by the echo of the mountains, tisfaXion. 

formed a hollow found, which increafed It was Scarcely to be ^xpeXed that 
the folemnity of thefeene. Mr.Johnfon, the barrennefs and drynefs of the con- 
tiring of this filence, and not having the verfation at our fecond vifit could fin 
lead comprehenfion of it’s caufe, all at up or entirely fatisfy the delicate and 
once, and without warning, lifted up his improved mind of Mr. Fleetwood; but, 
voice, and began the fong of—* Pujb had he not laid it down aimoil as a rule, 

* about tbe jorum.' Mr. Fleetwood’s foul not to be pleafed with any thing except 

was then wound up to it’s utmoft height, what fuited his own idea of enjoyment, 
At the found of Mr. Johnfon’s voice he he might and ought to have' received 
darted, and viewed him with a look of pleafure from the fight of a worthy fa- 
horror mixed with contempt. During mily, fpending their time innocently, 
the red of our journey, I could hardly happily, and ufefully;—•ufefirfly, both 
prevail on my friend to be civil to him; to tnemfelves and to their country, 
and, though he is, in every refpeX,' a It was owing to the fame folfe fenfi- 
worthy and a good-natured man, and bility, that he was fo much chagrined in 
though Mr. Fleetwood and he have often the family of Mr. Selby. The fond in- 
met fince, the former has never been able dulgence of the parents'did, perhaps, 
to look upon him without diiguft. cany their attention to their children 

Mr. Fleetwood’s entertainment in this beyUnd the rules of propriety; but, had 
Ihort tour has produced in my mind it not heen for this finiesdnefs of mind in 
many reflexions, in which I doubt not Mr. Fleetwood, had he given the natural 
I Ihall be anticipated by molt readers, benevolence of his heart it’s play, he 
There art few fituations in life, from would have received a pleafure from 
Which a man who has confined his turn witnefling the happinefs 01 two virtuous 
for enjoyment within the bounds pointed parents in their rifing offspring, that 
*ut by nature, will not receive fatisfac- would have much over-balanced any 
tion; but if we once tranfgrefs thole uneafinefs arifing from the errors in their 
bounds, and, Treking after too much re- conduX. 

finement, indulge a falie and miltaken Neither, but for this exceffive refine- 
delicacy, there is hardly a iituation in ment, would Mr. Fleetwood have been 
which we will not be expofed to difap- hurt by the behaviour of Mr. Johnfon. 
pointment and difguft. Though he might not have confidered 

Had it not been for this falfe, this him as a man of tafte, he would, never- 
dangerous delicacy, Mr. Fleetwood, in- thelefs, have regarded him as a good and 
Head of uneafinefs, would have received inoffenfive man; and he would have re- 
pleafurefrum every vifit we made, from ceived pleafure from the refleXion, that 
every incident we met with. neither goodnefe nor happinefs are con* 

At the fu ll houle to which we went, fined to thofe minds which are fitted for 
jt was not nectllary that he fhould have feeling and enjoying all the pleafores of 
preferred the bottie to the enjoyment of nature or of art. 


THE 
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MA"D GIRL OF ST. JOSEPH'S. 

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH OF THE CHEVALIER Dfi GRAYS. 


I T was two in the morning ; the ex- 
, piring lamp in the court-yard af¬ 
forded but a. glimmering light; and I 
wa* retiring to my apartment ; when a 
fteife at the foot of the ftair cafe alarmed 
me. I called out — 4 Who's there? 
4 What do you do here ?' And was an- 
iwered by a Toft and affe&ing voice— 
T It is me: don't you fee that I am 
* waiting for him ?’ As I was not the 
ptrlon expt&ed, I was walking away; 
when the fame voice called to me— 
Pray, come here; but don’t make a 
* noife !’ I approached; and near the 
lift (tep, behind the pillar, perceived a 
young woman dreifed in white, with a 
black fa(h, and with her hair falling in 
diforder on her (houlders. 4 I never did 
4 you harm,' faid (he 4 pray, do not 
* hurt me. I have touched nothing; I 
* am here in a corner, where I cannot 
* be feen: this injures nobody. But 
* don't fay any thing about it; don't 
* mention it to him. He’ll come down 
4 prefently: I (hall fee him; and then 
• I’ll go away.’ 

My furprize increafed at every word; 
and I tried, in vain, to recolleft this un¬ 
fortunate creature. Her voice was per* 
fe6lly unknown to me, as well as tvnat- 
ever I coul^l difcover of her perfon. 
She continued to fpeak; but her ideas 
became fo confufed, that I could dilco- 
ver nothing but the diforder of her 
head, and the diftrefs of her heart. 

I interrupted her, and endeavoured to 
bring back her attention to our iituation. 
4 If fomebody elfeT faid I, 4 had feen 
* you before I did at the foot of the 
4 ltair-cafe—•*-* 4 Ah!* faid (he, 4 I 
* fee very well that you do not know 
4 all. He alone is fomebody; and 
4 when he goes away, he does not, like 
4 you, liften to all he hears ; he only 
4 hears her who is above. Former- 
4 ly, it was I; now, it is (he.—But it 
• will not lad; Oh! no, no, it will not 
4 laft !* 

At thefe words, (he took a medallion 
from her bofom, and feemed to examine 
it with much attention. 


A moment after, we heard a door ’ 
open; and a fervant, holding a light at 
the top of the baluftrade* enabled me to * 
ditiinguiih a young man, who tripped 1 
lightly down fours. 

As he pa(fed, his haplefs vi&im was 
feized with *an univerfal trend)ling ; and' 
fcarcely had he difappeared, when the ’ 
left of her frrength lorfook her, and (he 
fell on the lower ftep, behind the pillar 
that concealed us. I was going to call 
for afliftance, but the fear of expoling 
her prevented me; and I took the poor * 
creature, fenlelefs, in my aims. Ths 
(hutting of the door above was then 
heard : (he ftarted at the r.oife, and feem¬ 
ed to revive a little. 1 held her hands 
in one of mine, and with the other (up-, 
ported her head. She tried to fpeak j 
but the founds (he endeavoured to utter 
were lifted by her grief. We remained 
fome time in a filence which I did not 
dare to interrupt; when, at laft, having 
entirely recovered the v.fe of her fenlcs, 
(he faid to me, in a foft and fauitering 
voice— 4 Ah ! I fee very well 1 ought to 
4 have warned you. The accident that 
4 has juft happened to me, muft have 
4 made you uneafy, for you are good 
4 and kind. You muft have been afraid, 

4 and I am not furprized at it: I was 
1 like you. I was afraid, too, whei\ I 
4 found myfelf in this fituation; I 
4 thought I was going to die : and I 
4 feared it; for that would have de- 
4 prived me of the only means of feeing 
4 him, which is all that 1 have left. But 
4 I have found out—yes, I have found 
4 out that I cannot die. Juft now, When 
4 he palfed by, I left myfelf, tp go r« 

4 him : if he died, I (hould die too; but, 

4 without that, it is impoflible. We 
4 only die where we live; and it is not 
4 in myfelf, but in him, that I exift. 

4 Some time ago, I was mad ! Oh!— 

* yes, very mad indeed ! and that will 
4 not furprize you, as ir was in the be- 

* ginning of his going up this ftair- 
4 cafe. My reafon is now returned s 
4 every thing goes and comes; and fo 
4 does that. This medallion, which you 

' * 
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* fee, re do red it to me: it is a portrait, 

* but it is not that of my friend. What 
4 good would that do ? He is very w ell af- 

, * ready ; he has no occafion to improve; 

* he has nothing to alter. If you did 
4 but know whofe portrait it is! It is 
4 the wicked woman’s above flairs* 

* The cruel creature ! what trouble has 
4 fhe given me lince (he approached my 
4 heart! It was fo content, fo happy; 

* but (lie has deranged and deftroyed 

* all ! Oue day—I recollect it very 
4 well—I happened to go alone into my 
4 friend’s room : alas l he was no longer 
4 there ! I found this portrait on his 

* table: I took it; ran away with it; 

4 and iince that I am better.' After 
faying this, (he began t b laugh ; talked 
of the publick walks, of phaetons, and 
of horfes ; and I once more perceived a 
total confulion in her ideas. 

Some moments after, when (he left off 
fpeaking, I drew nearer to her; and 
alked why (lie preferved, with fo much 
care, the portrait of the wicked •woman 
above flairs. 

4 How !’ anfwered (he ; 4 what, do you 

* not know ? Why, it is my only hope : 

* I take it every day, put it by the fide 

* of my looking-glals, and arrange my 

* features like hers. I begin already to 

* be a little like her; and, by faking 

* pains, I (hall refemble her exa&ly, I 
‘ will then gb and fee ray friend: he 
4 will be fatisfied with me, and will no 
4 longer be obliged to go to her above 
4 ftah s ; for, except that , I am lure he 

* likes me belt. Only think on what 
‘ trifles our happinefs depends—on fome 

* features which he found no longer dif- 

* pofed to his liking! Why did he not 

* fay fo ? I would have done then what 
4 I do now; and he would not have 
4 been obliged to apply to a (hanger. 

4 Nothing was more eafy, and it would 

STORY OF AT 


* have faved us both a great deal of 
4 trouble; but, without doubt, he did 

* not think of it. 

1 Every evening I wait at the foot of 
4 . the flair-calfe: he never comes down 

* before the convent bell has ftruck two j 
4 and then, as I can't fee,,I count the 
4 beatings of my poor heart. Since I 
4 have been in poffeflion ef the portrait, 
4 I count every day fome pulfations 
4 lefs .—But it is late, and I m ult go from’ 

* hence. Adieu !’ I accompanied her 
to the Areet-door. As loon as without^ 
Ihe turned to the left; and I walked on r 
fome paces with her. She then fuddenly* 
fixed her eyes on the ftream of light' 
which the lamps formed before us. 

4 You fee all thefe lamps,' faid lhe;* 
4 they are agitated by eVery breath of 
4 air*: it is the lame with my heart; ir 
4 burns like them; but they confume,* 

4 and I burn for ever !* 

I continued to follow her* 4 Stop/* 
faid (he again ; 4 return home: I cany 
4 away with me a part of your deep,- 
4 and I am to blame ; for deep is very* 

4 fweet; it is even fo to me; I fee in it* 

4 what is part.’ 

I feared to afflitt her byrinfifling any 
longer, and left her. However, my fear* 
that fome accident might happen to her * 
made me follow her with my eyes, as I 
walked on gently behind* She fooa' 
flopped at a little door, went in, and (hut* 
it alter her. I then returned home, my 
mind and heart equally agitated, and this 
unfortunate creature continually before* 
my eyes. I refle6ted-on the caufe of her 
misfortune; and lome regret, and the * 
i emembranceof fome paft circumftances, 
were mingled with my tears. I was to#’ 
much affe&ed to hope for reft; and, 
while waiting fof day-light, wrote dow* 
the feene to which I had been witneis. 


BERT BANE* 


BY MR. MACKENZIE* 

1 .N treating, of the mural duties which faithful fervices of our domefficks. are • 
f apply to the different relations of life, entitled ; the connexion grows up, like» 
men of humanity and feeling have not all other family-charities, in early life,» 
forgotten to mention thofe which are and is only extinguiflied by thofe cor- 
due from Matters to Servants. Nothing ruptions which blunt tl$e others* by 
indeed can be more natural than the pride, by folly, by diflipation^ by' 
attachment and regard to which the vice. 

* The lamps, in Paris, arc fufpended on lines aerofs the facets* 

' I hold 
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I hold it indeed as the fure fign of a 
mind not poi fed as it ought to be, it it is 
infenfible to the pleafures of home, to 
the little joys and endearments of a fa¬ 
mily, to the atfe&ion of relations, to 
the fidelitv of domelticks. Next to being 
well with his own confcience, the friend- 
/Jiip and attachment of a man’s family 
and dependents leems to me one of 
the molt comfortable circumftances in 
his lot. His fituation, with regard to 
either, forms that fort of bofom com¬ 
fort or difquiet that Hicks clofe to him 
at all times and feafons, and which, 
though he may now and then forget it 
amidtt the buttle of publick, or the hur¬ 
ry of a&ive life, will relume it’s place 
in his thoughts, and it’s permanent 
effetls on his happinefs, at every paul’e 
ef ambition or of buiinefs. 

✓ In fituations and with difpofitions 
fuch as mine, there is perhaps lefs merit 
in feeling the benevolent attachment to 
vyhich I allude, than in thofeof perfons 
of more bultling lives, and more dirti- 
pated attentions. To the lounger, the 
home which receives him from the indif¬ 
ference of the circles in which he fome- 
times loiters his time, is naturally felt 
as a place of comfort and protection; 
and an elderly man-fervant, whom I 
think J govern quietly and gently, but 
who, perhaps, quietly and gently go¬ 
verns me, I naturally regard as a tried 
and valuable friend. Few people will, 
perhaps, 'perfectly under Hand the feel¬ 
ing I experience when I knock at my 
door, after any occallna! ah fen re, and 
hear the hurried rtep of Peter on the 
rtairst when 1 fee the glad face with 
which he receives me, and the h ok of 
honert joy with which he pats Cael'ar, 
(a Pomeranian dog who attends me in 
all my excufions) on the head, as if to 
^niark his kind reception of him too: 
when he te Is me he knew’mv rap j 
makes his modeft enquiries afrer my 
health 9 opens the door of my room, 
which he has arranged for my reception} 
places my flippers before the fire, and 
draws my elbow-chair to it’s ufual iland; 
I confefs I fit down in it with a felf- 
complacency, which I am, vain enough 
to think a bad man were incapable of 
feeling. 

It appears to me a very pernicious 
miftake, which I have fometimes feen 
parents guilty of in the education, of 
ihqir children, to c^cqurage ,and. excite 


in them a haughty and defpotick beha¬ 
viour to their fervants ; to teach them 
an early conceit of the difference of their 
conditions; toaccuttom them to confider 
the fervices of their attendants as per¬ 
fectly CQmpenfafed hy the wages they 
receive, and as unworthy of any return 
of kindnefs, attention, or complacency. 
Something of this kind mult indeed 
r.eceffarily happen in the great and fluc¬ 
tuating eftablifhments of fafliionable 
life; but I am furry to fee it of late 
gaining ground in the country of Scot¬ 
land, where, from particular circum- 
ftances, the virtues and fidelity of a great 
man’s houflaold were wont to he confpi- 
cuous, and exertions of friendfliip and 
magnanimity in the caufe of a matter 
ufed to be cited among the traditional 
memorabilia of moft old families. 

When I was laft autumn at my friend 
Colonel Can (tic’s in the country, I faw 
there, on a vifit to Mils Caurtic, a 
young gentleman and his fitter, children 
of a neighbour of the colonel’s, with 
whole appearance and manner I was 
peculiarly pleafed. * The hittory of 

* their parents,’ faid my friend, * is 

* fomewhat particular; and I love to 

* tell it, as I do every thing that is to 
1 the honour of our nature. Man is fo 

* poor a thing, taken in the grofs, that 

* when I meet with an inftance of no- 
‘ blenefs in detail, I am fain to rettup- 

* on it long, and to recal it often; as, 

* in coming hither over our barren hills, 

* you would look with double delight on 

* a fpot of cultivation or of beauty. 

4 The father of thole young folks, 

* whole looks you were ltruck with, 

* was a gentleman of confideiablc do- 

* mains and extenfive influence on the 

* northern frontier of our country. In 
‘ his youth he lived, as it was then 
c more the fafhion than it is now, at the 
‘ leat of his anceftors, furrounded with 
4 Gothick grandeur, and com patted with 
‘ feudal followers and dependents, all 

* of whom could trace their connexion, 

* at a period more or lefs remote, with 
‘ the family of their chief. Every do- 

* meftick in his houfe bore the family* 

* name, and looked on himfelf as in .a 

* certain degree partaking of ifsdigni- 

* ty, and (haring, it’s fortunes. Of 

* thefe, one was,.in a particular man- 

* ner, the favourite of his matter. Al- 

* fyertBane, (the flrname, you know, is 

* generally in. a nans deferiptive 
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* of tilt individual} hid been h is com - 

c panion from his infancy. Of an age 

* fo much mote advanced as to enable 

* him fo be a fort of tutor to his youth- 

* ful lord, Albert had early taught 

* him the rural exetcifes and rural 

4 ainufements in which himfelf was 

eminently Ikilfulj he had attended 
him in the courfe of his education at 
home, of his travels abroad, and was 
dill the conftant companion of his 
excurfions, and the affociate of his 
fports, 

* On one of thofe latter occafions, a 
favourite dog of Albert’s, whom he 
had trained himfelf, and of whofe 
qualities he was proud, happened to 
mar the fport which his mafter ex¬ 
pelled 5 who, irritated at the difap- 
pointment, and having his gun ready 
cocked in his hand, fired at the ani¬ 
mal, which, however, in the hurry 
of his refentment, he miffed. Albeit, 
to whom Olcar was as a child, re- 
monftrated againft the rafhnefs of the 
deed, in a manner rather too warm 
for his mafter, ruffled as he was with 
the acident, and confcious of being in 
the wrong, to bear. In his pafflon 
he ftruck his faithful attendant} who 
fuffcred the indignity in filence, and 
retiring, rather in grief than in anger, 
left his native country that very night j 
and, when he reached the neareft town, 
enlifted with a recruiting party of a 
regiment, then on foreign fervice. It 
was in the beginning of the war with 
France which broke out in 1744, 
tendered remarkable for the rebellion 
which the policy'of the French court 
excired, in which fome of the firft 
families of the Highlands were unfor¬ 
tunately engaged. Among thofe who 
joined the ftandard of Charles, was the 
mafter of Albert. 

4 After the battle of Culloden, fo fatal 
to that party, this gentleman, along 
with others whohadefcaped the (laugh¬ 
ter of the field, (heltered themfelves 
from the rage of the unfparing foldiery 
among the diftant recedes of their 
country. To him his native mountains 
offered an afylum; and thither he na¬ 
turally fled for protection. Acquaint¬ 
ed, in the purluits of the chace, with 
every lecret path and unworn track, he 
lived for a confiderable time, like the 
deer of his foreft, clofe hid all the 
clay, and only venturing down at the 
fall of evening, to obtain from fome 


* of his cottagers, whofe fidelity he 

* could truft, a fcanty and precarious 

* fupport. I have often heard him, 
4 for he is one of my oldeft acquamt- 

* ances, deferibe the feene of his hiding 

* place, at a ter period, when he could 
4 recolleil it in it’s fublimity, without 

* it’s horror. 44 At times,” faid he, 
44 when I ventured to the edge of the 
** wood, among fome of thofe inaccef- 

fible crags which you remember a 
44 few miles from my houfe, I haveheard 
** in the paufes of the breeze which rolled 
44 folemn through Ihe pines beneath me, 
44 the diftant voices of the foldiers, 
44 (houting in anfwer to one another, 
44 amidft their inhuman fearch. I have 
44 heard -their (hots re echoed from 
44 cliff to cliff, and feen refle&ed from 
44 the deep dill lake below the gleam 
44 of thole fires which confumed the 
44 cottages of my people. Sometimes 
44 fiiame and indignation well nigh over- 
44 came my fear} and I have prepared 
44 to ruflt down the deep, unarmed as 
44 I was, and to die at once by the 
44 fwordsof my enemies} but the inftinft. 
44 ive love of life prevailed, and ftart- 
44 ing as the roe bounded by me, I have 
44 again (hrunk back to the (helter I had 
44 left. 

44 One day,” continued he, 44 the 
44 noife was nearer than ufual} and at 
44 laft, from the cave in which I lay, I 
44 heard the parties immediately below 
44 fo cfofe upon me, that I could diftin- 
44 guilh the words they fpoke. After 
44 fome time of horrible fufpence, the 
44 voices grew weaker and more diftant} 
44 and at lall I heard them die away at 
44 the farther end of the wood. I rofe, 

44 and ftole to the mouth of the cave} 
44 when foddenly a dog met me, and 
44 gave that (hort quick bark by 
44 which they indicate their prey. 

44 Amidll the terror of the circumftance, 

44 I was yet mafter enough of myfelf to 
44 difeover that the dog was Ofcar ; 
44 and I own to you I felt his appear- 
44 ance like the retribution of Juftice 
44 and of Heaven.— 44 Stand !” cried a 
44 threatening voice, and a foldier preffed 
4 4 through the thicket, with his bayonet 
44 charged. It was Albert! Shame, 

44 confufion, and remorfe, (topped my 
€i utterance, and I (food motionlefs be- 
44 fore him. 44 My matter!” faid he, 

4< with the (lifted voice of wonde* and 
44 of fear, and threw himfelf at my 
44 feet, 1 bad recovered my recollec- 
•• !»#»• 
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44 tion u You arettvenged,” fetid I, 
c< and I am your prifoner*”—' u Re- 
“ vcnged!* Alas! you have judged loo 
barmy of me; I have not bad one 
4 ‘ happy day fince that fatal one on 
<-* which I left my mailer; but I 
44 have lived, I hope, to. fave him. 
44 The party to which I belong are 
44 parted; for I lingered behind them 
44 among thole woods and rocks which 
44 I remembered fo well in happier day $4 
44 There is, however, no time to be loft. 
44 In a few hours this wood will blaze, 
* 44 though they do not fufpefl that it 
44 (heiters you. Take my drefs, which 
44 may help your elcapej and I will en* 
44 deavour to difpofe of yours. On the 
4 4 coaft, to the weft ward, we have learned 
.. 44 there is a fmall party of your friends, 
44 which, by following the river’s track 
44 till duflt and then ftriking over the 
? 4 (houlder of the hill,, you may join 
** without much danger of dlfcovery.” 

* I felt the dilgrace of owing fo much to 

* him I had injured, and remonftrated 
f againft expofing him to fuch imminent 

' 4 danger of it's being known that he 

4 had favoured myefcape, which, from 
4 the temper of his commander, I knew 
4 would be inftant death. Albert, in an 

* agony of fear and diftrefs, befought me 
4 to think only of my own iafety. 44 Save 
f 4 us both, ” faid he; 44 for if you die, I 
44 cannot live Perhaps we may meet 
44 again; but whatever becomes of Al- 
44 bert, may the blefting of God be with 
+* hismafter!" 

4 Albert’s prayer was heard. His 
mafter, by the exercife of talents, 
( which, though he had always pofierted. 


adverfity only taught him to ufe, ac¬ 
quired abroad a nation of equal ho¬ 
nour and emolument; and when the 
profcriptjons of party had ceafed, re¬ 
turned home to his own country, 
where he found Albert advanced to 
the rank of a lieutenant in the anny f 
t6 which bis valotiKand merit hadi 
railed him; married to a lady by whom 
he had got fome little fortune; and 
the father of an only daughter, foe 
whom nature had done much, and to 
whofe native endowments it was the 
chief ftudy and delight of her parents 
to add eyery thing that art could be¬ 
llow. The gratitude of the chief was 
' only equalled by the happinefs of bis • 
follower, whole honeft pride was, not 
long after, gratified by his daughter's 
becoming the wife of that mailer 
whom hisvgenerous fidelity had faved; 
That mafter, by the clemency of morq 
indulgent and liberal times, was again ■ 
reftored to the domain of his anedf- 
tors, and had the fatisfa&ion of feeing 
the grandfon of Albert enjoy the he¬ 
reditary-birthright of his race. I ac¬ 
companied Colonel Cauftickon a viiit 
to this gentleman's houfe; and was 
delighted to obferve his grateful atten¬ 
tion to his father-in-law, as well as 
the unaflhming happinefs of the good 
old man, confcious of the perfeft re¬ 
ward which his former fidelity had 
met with. Nor did it efcape my no¬ 
tice* that the fweet hoy and girl, who 
had been our guerts at the colonel's, 
had a favourite brown and white fpa- 
niel, whom they, carerted much after 
dinner, whofe name was Ofcar.' 


I 
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HISTORY OF THE COUNT DE COMMINGE* 

SUPPOSED TO BE WRITTEN BY HIMSELF. - 


TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH. 


BY MRS* 

T HE houfe of Comminge, from 
wJiich I amdefeended,• is one of the 
moll ancient and illuftrious in the king¬ 
dom. My great-grandfather, Who had 
two fons, was £b extremely fond of the 
yotingeft, that he fettled fome very con- 
Yol. II. 


LENNOX. 

fiderable eftates upon him, in prejudice 
to the rights of his elder brother; and 
gave him the title of Marquis ofLurtim, 
The partiality of my ancellor did net 
weaken the Iriend/hip between his tw.> 
fens, which increafed with their years* 
M m They 
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They would have their children brought 
up together; but, by giving th^m- theit 
education in common, indead of uniting 
them by ftri&trties than thole of blood, 
which was their foie view in it, they ren¬ 
dered them enemies almoft from their 
birth. 

My father, 'who was always excelled 
jn his exercifes by the young Marquis 
of Luflan, conceived a jealoufy at it; 
Which foon degenerated into a fixed aver¬ 
sion. They often quarrelled; and my 
father bring always the aggreflor, it' 
was" he who was always punilhed. < 

One day, when lie complained of this 
treatment to the fteward of our family, 

* Know,' faid the man to him, 4 that 
f yoit will have it in your power to re- 
4 prefs the pride of the Marquis of Luf- 
c fan; all the eftntes he pofielfes areen- 

* tailed upon you, and «- your grand- 
4 father could not dilpofe of them: when’ 
‘ you are the mafter,' continued he, * it 
4 will not be dilficult for you to recover 

* your right.' » 

This intimation convincing my fa¬ 
ther that he had it in his power to be 
revenged of his coufin, made him let no 
boiuulsto his refentment. Their quar¬ 
rels became fo frequent, and fo violent; 
that there was a necellity for feparating 
them. They were many years without 
feeing each other, during which they 
were both married. The Marquis 'of 
Luflan had only a daughter by his wife; 
and my father only a fon by his, which 
was my lei f. •: ' 

As foon as my father came to the 
pofleflion of his hereditary ettates, by, the 
death of his grandfather, he determined 
to follow the advice that had been given 
him while he was yet a youth, and 
which he had never loft fight of: he 
omitted nothing that could render his 
claim unqueftionable; and reje£ling le- 
veral propufals for an accommodation, 
commenced a lavv-fuit with the Marquis 
©1 Lulfcm, which could not but termi¬ 
nate in the defpoiling him of all his 
eftates. 

An unhappy rencounter, which they 
had one day in a hunting-match;- ren¬ 
dered them for ever irreconcileable. My 
father, whofe vowed revenge was never 
out of his thoughts, faid feveral cruel 
things to the Marquis of Luflan* upon 
the defpicable condition to which heex- 
'peHed lbon to reduce him. The Mar¬ 
quis, though naturally mild, could not 


help answering widvfome fraught Lnds. 
They had recourfe to their fwords: for¬ 
tune declared’in favour of Mdnfieur dm 
Luflan; he d (farmed my father, and bads 
him alk his life. *. 

* I fhould hate ia,’ anfwered my fa¬ 
ther fiercely, ‘ if I owed it to thee.’— 
* Yet, fpite of* thyfelf, thou (halt owe it 
4 to me,?- faid the Marquis of Luflan, 
throwing him his fword: after which h* 
inftantly left him. 

■ This generous a&ion did not movtf 
my father in his favour;, on the con¬ 
trary, the douhle vi&ory *his; enemy 
gained over him increaied his hatred; 
and he carried op the luit again ft the 
Marquis of Luflfan more vigoroully than! 
before. However, when his hopes were 
higheft, he received fome accounts from 
his lawyers which effectually deftroyed 
them. This di Tap point men t threw.hin* 
into liich tranfports of rage and grief, 
as brought oma dangerous fever, under 
;which he Janguilhed a long time; and 
in this ftate I found him at my return 
from my travels* upon which I had bee* 
fent immediately after my ftudies were 
finilhed. 

A few days after my arrival, the Ab-’ 
bot de R—, 3 kinlmanof my in other’s; 
lent notice to my father, that the writ-* 
ings which alone were able to prove his 
juft claim to, the eftates pofletfed byutltt 
Marquis of Luflan vfrere in the archived * 
of tlie Abbey of R—, to which place 
many of the papers belonging, to our 
family had been carried during the civil 
wars. My father was defired by th# 
abbot to keep this information lecret, 
and to come himfelf for thole writings; 
or fend a perfon for them on whofe 
fidelity he could have an abfolute depen- 
dance. r 

The bad ftate of his health not per¬ 
mitting him to gp himfelf, he charged 
me with this commilfion, after many 
times reprefen ting to me the great im¬ 
portance of it. You,’ laid he to me, 

* are more concerned in the recovery 

* of thofe papers* than I am. The 

* eftates will probably loon be yours; 

* but, if you had no intereft in them, I 

* think, well enough of you to believe 
4 that you lhare my refentmeDt, and aie 

* eager to revenge the injuries I have re - 

* ceived. ? After giving fome other pe- 
ceflary inftru&ions, it was refolved that 
I Ihould take the title- of- Marquis or 
Longaunois, that my bufinefs in the ab¬ 
bey 
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.hey might not be fufpe&ed, Madame de 
Luflan having feveral relations there, 

I fet out, accompanied only by an old 
fervant of my father’s, and my own 
valet-de-chambre. My journey proved 
fuccefsful: I ’found in the archives of the 
abbey the writings which proved incon- 
teftably the entail. I wrote to my fa¬ 
ther, and gave him an account of all that 
I had done* and, as I was only at a fcnall 
diitance from — , I defired he would 
permit me to ftay there during the feafon 
. for drinking the waters. My father was 
fo pleafed with the fuccefs of my journey, 
that he readily complied with my requeit. 

I ftill appeared under the borrowed 
title of the Marquis of Langaunois : my 
equipage was too incoufiderable to fup- 
port the grandeur of that of Comminge. 
The day after my arrival, I went to the 
fountain: in thefe places ceremony is 
laid afide, and an eafy, polite freedom, 
better fupplies it’s place. From the. fir ft 
day of my appearance at the baths, X 
was admitted into all parties of pleal'ure, 
and introduced at the houfe of the Mar¬ 
quis de la Valette, who that day gave a 
grand entertainment to the ladies. 

I found feveral of them whom I had 
feen at the fountain already come, and 
faid fome tender things to them, as I 
then thought myfclf obliged to do to all 
women. I was engaged in a particular 
convcrfation with one of them, when a 
1 ady of a good prefence entered the room, 
followed by a girl of furprizing beauty: 
her charms fixed my attention imme¬ 
diately} her graceful modefty won my 
efteem; I loved her from that moment, 
.and that moment decided the deftmy of 
my whole life. Infenfibly my former 
gaiety vaniflied; I could do nothing but 
gaze on her, and follow her every where: 
lhe perceived it, and bluflied. A walk 
was propofed, and I had the good for¬ 
tune to lead her. We were at a fuf- 
ficient diftance from the reft of the com¬ 
pany to give me an opportunity of talk¬ 
ing to her upon a fubjeft by which my 
whole thoughts were engrolfed; but I, 
who a few moments before was not able 
to remove my eyes from her face, had 
-now, when we were alone, not courage 
enough to look upon her. Till then I 
had always talked of love to women for 
whom I felt nothing but indifference; 
but, as foon as my heart was really fub- 
dued, I found it impoflible to fpeak. 

We rejoined the, company, without 
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having uttered a fingle word to each 
* other. The ladies were conducted to 
. theh* lodgings; and I returned home, 
where I (hut myfelf up in my apartment. 
In the then difpolition of my mind, 
folitude was moft agreeable. I felt a 
certain kind of joy mixed with pun, 
which I believe always accompanies a 
beginning paflion: mine had * rendered 
me fo timid, that I durft not endeavour 
to know the name of her 1 loved. I was 
apprehenfive my curioflty would betray 
the lecret of my heart; but how did it 
fink within me, when I learned that it 
was the daughter of the .Marquis of 
Luffan who had charmed me! All the ob- 
ftacles that oppofed my happinefs role in- 
ftantly to my mind; but the fear that A* 
delaida—fo was that lovely girl called— 
had been early taught to bate my name, 
was what molt alarmed me. I thought 
myfelf fortunate in having affumed an¬ 
other; and fondly hoped that fhe would, 
know my paflion for her before (he could 
be prejudiced againft me; and that, when ‘ 
file knew who I was; (he would at leaft 
be induced to pity me. 

I therefore determined to conceal my 
true name as long as poflible, and in the 
mean time to ufe every method to pleafe 
her; but I was too much in love to employ 
any other than that of loving. v I fol¬ 
lowed her wherever (he went: I ardently 
wilhed for an opportunity of fpeaking to 
her in private; and when that fo much 
defired opportunity offered itfelf, I had 
not power to take advantage of it. The 
fear of forfeiting a thoufand little free¬ 
doms, which I now enjoyed, reftrained 
me; but my greater fe 3 r was that of 
offending her. 

This was my (ituation, when one 
evening, as the company were walking 
in feparate parties, Adelaida ‘dropped 
a bracelet off her arm, to which her 
pi&ure was faftened. The Chevalier 
de Saint Oden, who led her, eagerly 
(looped to take it up; and, after gazing 
upon it a moment, put it in his pocket, 
Adelaida at ■ fir(f alked for it mildly; 
but he obftinatcly refilling to return it, 
file expreflld great refentment at a be 
haviour which (hewed fo little relpe£l: 
for her. 

Tiie Chevalier was handfonit; fome 
little liiccefles with the fair had made 
him vain-and preiuming. Without be¬ 
ing difconcerted at AdelahtaVanger— 

4 Why, M^demoilelle,’ laid lie, ‘would 
Mai 2 ‘ you 
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* you deprive me of a good which I 

* owe only to chance ? I natter myfelf,’ 
continued he, lowering his voice, * that 

* when you know the fentimerits you 

* have infpired me with, you will iuf- 
4 fer me to keep what that has prefented 

* me.’ Saying this, he bowed pro¬ 
foundly low; and, without waiting for 
her anfwer, retired. 

I happened not to be with her then; 
the Marchionefs de la Valette and I 
were talking at a little diftance: but 
although I quitted her as leldom as pof- 
fible, yet my attention was always fixed 
upon her. I never loft a look, a word, 
or a&ion of hers ; and, however parti¬ 
cularly engaged, I never failed in any 
of thofe afliduities which others praflife 
to pleafe, but which the excefs of my 
paflion made me find inconceivable plea- 
fure in performing. 

Hearing her fpeak with unufual emo¬ 
tion, I approached her : (lie was giving 
her mother an account of what had hap¬ 
pened. Madame de Tuflfan was as much 
offended at the chevalier’s behaviour as 
her daughter. I was filent; I even con¬ 
tinued my walk with the ladies. When 
they retired, I fent a meflage to the che¬ 
valier s he was at home; and, in confe- 
quence of my defiring him to meet 
me, he came inftantly to the place ap¬ 
pointed. 

4 I cannot perfuade myfelf,’ faid I, 
approaching him, 4 that what has hap- 

* pened during our walk to-day is more 

* than mere pleafantry s you are too 

* gallant and well-bred to keep a lady’s 

* picture contrary to her inclination.’ 

4 I know not,’ anfwered he warmly, 

* what intereft you take in my keeping 

* or reftoring it; but I know that I 

* neither need, nor will accept of your 

* advice.'— 4 Then,’ replied I, clap¬ 
ping my hand to my fword, 4 I will 

* force you to receive it in this .man- 
4 ner.* 

The chevalier was brave. He eagerly 
anfwered my defiance : we fought for 
fome time with equal fuccefs; but he was 
not animated, like me, with the defire of 
ferving what I loved. He wounded me 
flightly in two places; but I gave him 
two large wounds, and obliged him both 
toalk his life and to refign the pi&ure. 
After I had aflifted him to rife, and had 
conduced him to the neareft houfe, I 
retired to my own lodgings, where, as 
' i'oon as the wounds J had received were 


dreffed, I fet myfelf to contemplate the 
lovely pi&ure, and killed it a thoufand 
and a thoufand times. 

I had a genius for painting, which I 
had taken lome pains to cultivate; yet 
I was far from being a matter in the art; 
but what will not love accomplifh? I x 
undertook to copy this portrait. I fpent 
two days in this employment; delight¬ 
ful talk ! I fucceeded fo well, that even 
a very difeeming eye might have mif- 
taken mine for the original. This in¬ 
fpired me with the thought of fubttitut- 
ing one for the other, by which contriv¬ 
ance I fhould have the advantage of 
keeping that which belonged to Adelaida; 
and (he, without knowing it, would al¬ 
ways bear my work about her. 

Thefe trines, to one who truly loves, 
are matters of great importance; and 
my heart knew now to let a full value 
on them. 

After I had fattened the piifture I had 
painted to the ribband, in fuch a manner 
that my cheat could not l>e difeovered, 

X prefented it to Adelaida. Madame 
de Luflan exprefled herfelf highly-ob¬ 
liged to me. Adelaida faid liitle: (he 
feemed embarrafled; but, inthemidft of 
that embarraffment, I thought I dif¬ 
eovered that (he was pleated at having 
received this little obligation from me, 
and that thought gave me real tranfport. 

I have in my life experienced fome of 
thofe happy moments; and had my mif- 
fortunes been only common ones, I 
(hould not have believed them too dearly 
purchafed. 

After this little adventure, I ftood ex* 
tremely well in the efteem of Madame 
de Luflan. I was always at her lodg¬ 
ings : I faw Adelaida every hour in me 
day; and although I did not fpeak to her 
of my paflion, yet I was fure (he knew 
it, and I had reafon to believe (he did 
not hate me. Hearts as fenfible as ours 
were quickly underftaud each other; to 
them every thing isexprettion. 

I had lived two months in this man¬ 
ner, when I received a letter from mjr 
father, in which he commanded me to 
return immediately. This command 
was to me like the ttroke of a thunder¬ 
bolt; my whole foul had been engrofled 
with the pleafure of feeing and loving 
Adelaida. The idea of leaving her was 
wholly new to me; ’the horror of part¬ 
ing from her, the confequence of the 
l<iw-fuit between our families, rofe to 

my 
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my thoughts with every aggravation to 
diftradt me. 

I patted the night in the utmoft agita¬ 
tion} and, after having formed a thou- 
land different projects, all equally fruit- 
lefs and impra&icable, it came fuddenly 
into my mind to burn the writings which 
were itill in my poffettion, thofe now 
hated writings that proved our claim to 
4he eftates of the family of Luttan. I 
was aftonifhed that 1 had not hit upon 
this expedient fooner, fmce it was the 
moft effectual method I could take to put 
an end to a fuit, the confequence of 
which I had fo much dreaded. 

It was not impottible but my father, 
who had proceeded very far, might be 
induced to terminate the affair amicably 
by my marriage with Adelaida ; but al¬ 
though there (hould be no foundation 
for fo pleaiing a hope, yet I could not 
eonfent to fumifh arms againft what I 
loved. I reproached myfelf for having 
fo long kept papers in my poffettion which 
ought to nave been fooner facrificed to 
jny tendernefs. 

The refle&ioa of the injury I did my 
father could not flop me a moment from 
the execution of this delign. This eftate 
was entailed upon me; and 1 inherited 
one left me by my mother’s brother, 
which I could rpfign to him to procure 
his pardon, and which was much more 
eonfiderable than that I was the caufe of 
his lofmg. 

There needed no more arguments to 
convince a man in love, and already de¬ 
termined . I went inftantly to my clofet 
for the little box which contained thefe 
papers. Never had I in my whole life 
experienced fo happy a moment as that 
in which I committed them to the flames. 
I was tranfported into rapture at the 

S ht of lb effe&ually ferving the 
of my pattion. 

* If fhe loves me,* Taid I, 4 (he (hall 
* one day know the facrifice I have made 
* for her; but if I am not fo happy as 
4 to touch her heart, flie fhall always 
^remain in ignorance of it. Why 
* fhould I make her fenfihle of an ob- 
* ligation fhe would he foriy to owe to 
* me ? I would have Adelaida love me, 
• but I would not have her think herfelf 
* indebted to me/ I confefs, however, 
that, after this action, I found myfelf 
emboldened to declare my fentiments 
to her; and the freedom with which I 
vififed at her mother's, gave me an op¬ 
portunity that very day. 
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* I am going to leave you, charming 
4 Adelaida,’ laid I; 4 will you have 
4 the guodnefs to think fometimes of a 
* man whofe happinefs, or whofe mifery, 
4 you only can make ?’ I had not power 
to go on: fhe feemed alarmed and con- 
fufed} I thought alfo that I law grief ia 
her eyes. 

4 You have heard me,’ refumed I, 
trembling: 1 give me fbme aniwer; I 
‘ implore it of your compattion; fpeak 
4 one word to me.’ 

* What would you have me fay to 
4 you ?' replied Ihe, with vifible emotion; 
4 I ought not to have heard you, and (till 
4 iefs ought I to anfwer you.' 

Scarce did (he give herfelf time to pro¬ 
nounce thefe words, (he left me fo lud- 
denly. I ftaid the reft of the day there, 
but I found it impottible again to fpeak 
to her alone. She avoided me carefully; 
fhe had an air of perplexity and con- 
fufion; how lovely did fhe appear to me 
with that perplexed air, and that fweet, 
innocent confufion! My refpedt for her 
was equal to my love; I could not look 
on her without trembling; I dreaded left 
my preemption had made her repent of 
her goodnefs towards me. 

I fhould longer have obferved a con* 
du6l fo conformable to my refpedl for 
her, and to the delicacy,of my own Ten¬ 
ements, if the neceflity I was under of 
leaving her had not forced me to fpeak. 
I was willing to tell Adelaida my true 
name before 1 went away; hut I dread¬ 
ed this declaration even more than my 
former. 

* I perceive you avoid me, Madam,* 
faid I to her. 4 Alas! what will you 
4 do when you know all iry crimes, or 
4 rather my misfortunes ? I have im- 
4 pofed upon you by a falle name; I am 
4 not the perfon you think me—I am,* 
purfued I, trembling with the violence 
of my apprehenfions, 4 the fon of the 
4 Count de Comminge.’ 

* The fon of the Count de Commiugel* 
cried Adelaida, with aftoni(Indent and 
grie/in her face, * our enemy! our per- 
4 fecutor! Do not you and your father 
4 urge the ruin of mine ?’ 

4 O, do not wound me with fo cruel 
4 a thought!’ interrupted I, tears, in 
fpite of myfelf, ftreaming from my 
eyes; 4 in me, charming Adelaida, yon 
4 behold a lover ready to lacrifice all 
4 for you; my father will never injure 
4 yours; my love fecure* him in your 
4 intereft.’ 

• 4 But 
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4 But why,’ replied Adelaide, ’re¬ 
coveting from her furprize, ‘ why have 
« you deceived me ? Why did you con- 

* ceal your true name ? Had 1 known 

* it,’ purlued Ihe, ioftly fighing, ‘ it 
4 would have warned me to fly from 

* you.’ 

* Oh, do not, Madam,’ faid I, tak¬ 
ing her hand, which I forcibly kiiled 5 

* do not repent of your goodnefs to- 

* wardi me.’ 

4 Leave me,’ faid (he, withdrawing 
her hand: * the more I lee you, the more 

* inevitable I render thole misfortunes I 

* too jultly apprehend.’ 

The latent meaning of thefe words 
filled ine with a tranfport that fuffered 
nothing but hope to appear. 1 flattered 
myfelf that I Ihould be able to render 
my father favourable to my paflion. 
This belief fo wholly poffeffed me, that 
I thought every one Ihould think as I 
did. I ij>oke to Adelaida of my pro- 
jt£ls like one who is lecure ol iuccels. 

« I know not,* faid (he with a me¬ 
lancholy air, 4 why my heart* refufes to 
4 yield to the hopes you endeavour to in- 
4 fpire. I forefee nothing but mifery 
« in the com fe of this affair; yet I find 
4 a pleaiure in feeling what I do for you. 

* I have not hid my fentiments from 
« you; I am willing you Ihould know 
4 them : but remember, that, if there is 
4 a neceflity for it, I am capable of fa- 
4 crificingthem to my duty.’ 

I had feveral conventions with Ade¬ 
laida before my departure, and always 
found new caufe to congratulate myfelf 
on my good fortune the pleaiure of lov¬ 
ing, ar.d knowing that I was beloved, 
filled my whole heart; nofulpicion, no 
fear, for the future, could difturb the 
tender foftnefs of our interviews. We 
were lecure of each other’s affe&ion, be- 
eaufe elleem was the baiis of it; and this 
certainty, far from diniinilhing the ar¬ 
dour of our paflion, added to it all the 
fweetr. of hope, and all the ch&rms of 
confidence. 

4 I Ihould die with grief,’ faid fhe to 
me, 4 if I bring upon you the difplea- 
4 fine of your father: I would have you 
4 love me; but, oh! I would rather have 
4 you happy!’ 

I parted from her at length, full of 
the mod tender and molt ardent paflion 
that ever man felt; and my whole foul 
intent upon the delign of rendering my 
father favourable to it. 


* In the mean time he was informed of 
every thing that had paffed at the baths. 
The fervant whom he had put about me 
had fecret orders to oblerve my corn!u 61 : 
this man had left him ignorant of no¬ 
thing, neither of my love, nor my quar¬ 
rel with the Chevalier de Saint Oden. 
Unfortunately, the chevalier was the 
only Ion of one of ray father’s moll in¬ 
timate friends; this circumllance, and 
the danger to which he was reduced by 
his wound, turned every thing again It 
me. The fervant, who had given him 
fuch ex aft informations, reprefented me 
to be much happier than I- was. He 
described Madame and Mademoilelle de 
Luflan as full of artifice and defign, as 
having always kpown me for the Count 
de Comminge, and had fpared no pains 
to feduce me. 

Thus prejudiced, my father, naturally 
fevere and paflionatc, treated me at my 
return with great harlhnefs: he reproach¬ 
ed me with my paflion, as with a crime 
of the blacked dye. 

4 You have been bafe enough,’ faid 
he to me, 4 to love my enemies; and, 

4 without refle&ing what you owed either 
4 to me or to yourlelf, you have entered 
4 into engagements with thofe I hate; 

4 and I know not,’ added he, 4 whether 
4 you have nqt done fomething flill 
4 more worthy of my refentirsenr!’ 

4 Yes, Sir,’ anfwered I, throwing my¬ 
felf at his feet, 4 I am guilty, I confefs; 

4 but I am fo in fpite of myfelf. At 
4 this very moment when I implore your 
4 pardon, I feel that no power on earth 
4 can tear from my heart that paflion 
4 which offends you. Have pity on me; 

4 and, oh! fuffer me to lay it, have pity 
4 on yourfelf, put an end to that hatred 
4 which difturbs the tranquillity of your 
4 life. The tendernefs which thedaugh- 
4 ter of Monfieur de Luflan arid I felt 
4 for each other at firft fight, feems a 
4 warning from Heaven to you. Alas! 

4 my dear father, you have no other 
4 child but me 1 would you make ma 
4 miferable, and load me with raisfor- 
4 tunes, fo much the more unfupportablc, 

4 as they will come from a hand I rriuft 

* ever love and revere ? Suffer yourfelf, 

4 my dear father, to be foftened into fop- 
4 givenefs of a fon, who has offended 

* you only by a fatality for which he 
4 could not be anfwerable.’ 

My father, who had fuffered me t* 
continue koeelingduring the whole time 
- i l waa t 


Digitized by 


>ogle 





.Z W rCOUNV' T>& 

( 

£ war ffK&ingf ft* him, looked ©n me 
for a mominat withirongied firoraand 
indignation.- • , • 

- ♦ 4 1 have/ fai?i he, ‘ heard youlwidt 
c i a patience l am myfelfradonifhed atj 

* I will:dill pneferve compoihre enough 

* to telhyou what is tbeonly favour yoii 

4 are to export from. meji you mull re- 
4 nonnce your ill-placed pafooil, -or die 
4 quality of my ton. Take your choice, 
4 and this inftant deliver me the writ-i 
4 ings you- Have in your cuftody; .you 
4 . are bo Ionger ’worthy of my con- 
4 fidewce. 1 , ..' -* 

If my father-had fullered himfelf to 
be moved by may fuppl;cations, the de-> 
mand he made of the papers! would have 
greatly diftreffed me; but his harfhnefs 
gave me courage. 

4 Thole writings/ faidl, rifing,are 
4 no longer in my poffeflioh; I have 
4 burned them: but the eftate I inherit 
4 of my uncle's fhaU be yours, in dead 
4 of thole they would have .given you.’ 

-I had fcarce time, to pronounce thefe 
few ward$b My father, mad with rage, 
drew his fword, and would doubtlefs 
have tun me through—fori made not the 
lead effort tq avoid him—if my mother 
had not entered the room that inftant, 
and thrown herfeif, half dead with terror; 
between us. .. *n 

4 Ah! what would yoil do/ faid (be; 
gafping with dpe violence of her fears*; 
4 is he notybur Ton ?’ Then forcing me 
out of the room, Ihe ordered me to ex- 
pe£l her in her qwn apartment. 

I waited them a Jong time before die 
appeared: die came at length. 1 had 
no longer rage, exclamation, and mena¬ 
ces, to combat; but a tender mother,who 
entered into all my griefs, and intreated 
me with tears to have companion on the 
Condition to which I had reduced her. 

4 What, my lbn,’ faid die to me, 

4 (hall a midrel's, and a miitrefs whom 
4 you have known fo fhort a time, be 
4 preferred to your mother ? Alas! if 
4 your happinefs depended upon me, I 
4 wouldfacrifice every thing to fecure it; 
4 but you have a father who will be 
4 obeyed. He is ilpon the point of 
4 taking the mod violent resolutions 
4 againlt you. Q my fern! if you would 
4 not make me miferable, fopprefs a 
4 ^pafBon that will render ns all unhap- 

* py!’ : 

I remained fome moments lilent: how 
difficult was it to refill fuch a plea, fo 
tenderly larged by a mother for whom 
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I had Wte-higheft. filial affe&ion!—but 
loVe was ft ill more powerful. 

4 -I* would die/ laid I, J 4 rather than 
4 difphafe you; and I will die if you 
4 have no pity on me. What can-I do? 
4 It iseafiei- for me-take, away n>y own 

* life/-than to forget Adelaida. Shall 
4 I be perjured, and violate the vows I 
4 have made to her?—vows which ha\’4 
4 engaged* hep early affeftions ? Shall 
4 .I abandon her when I know I have 

* gained her heart ? Oh ! my dear mo- 
4 ther, do not wilh your fon to become 
4 the baiefbofanen! 1 '' 

I then related to her all that had palled 
between us. 4 She loves you/ faid J ; 
4 and you, I am fure, will not be able tb 
f help loving her. She has your fweet- 
4 neis, your candour, your generolity* 
4 How is it poliible for me to ceafe lov* 
Vingher?’ 

. 4 But what db you propofe by in* 
4 dulging this pallion?’ faid my mother. 
4 Your father is refolved to have you 
4 marry anbtheiv dnd command? you to 
4 retire into-the country till every thing 
4 . is fettled. It is abfolutelv neceffary 
4 that you Ihould appear willing to obey 
4 him, imlefsyou mean to be my death. 
4 He expedis you will depart to*morrow, 
4 under the conduit of a perfon in wham 
4 he has great, confidence. - Abler.ci 
4 will do more for'you chan you can ytt 
4 imagine; but, be that as it wilj, cq 
4 not irritate Monfieur de Commun e 

* ftill more by your refufal: afk for 
4 tune, and I wiii do every thing in my 
4 power to accomplilh ypur wifoer. 
4 Your father ’3 anger cannot lad al- 
4 ways : he will relent, and you may be 
4 yet happy; but you have been greatly 
4 to blame in burning the writings. He 
4 is perfuaded that you facrificed them 
4 to Madame de Luff.m, who ordered 
4 her daughter to require that proof of 
4 your love*’ 

4 O Heavens!’ cried I, * is it pofiibie 
4 that my father can be fo uniuft ! Both 
4 Madame de LulTan and Adelaida are 
4 ignorant of what I have done; and I 
4 am very fore, had they fofpe61ed my 
4 intention, they would have uled all 
4 their power over me to have prevented 
4 it.’ 

' My mother and I afterwards took 
meafures to convey letters to each^other; 
and, encouraged by her indulgence, I 
durft preliime to intreat foe would trsr.f- 
mit to me thole of Adelaida, who was 
ioou to be atBourdeauXr My rr.ofoer had 
' the 
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’ the goodnefs toprofnife (He would gratify 
me; but at the fame time infilled, that 
if I found Adelaida had a)tered her fen- 
timents, I foould i'ubmit to what Any fa¬ 
ther required of me, We fpent great 
part of the night in this converfationj 
and, as foon as day appeared, my cdn- 
du&or came to inform me that it was 
time to get on horfeback. 

The ellate whei e 1 waa to paft the 
time of my banifoment lay in the moitn- 
tains, fome leagues from Bagniers; lb 
that we took the fame road I had lb late¬ 
ly palled through. The fecond day of 
•ur journey, we came early in the even¬ 
ing rorhe village where we were to lie. 
While flipper was preparing, I went to 
take a walk along the great road; and 
at a diftance law a coach, which drove 
very fail, and, when it came within a few 
paces of me, overturned. My heart; 
by it's throbbing, acquainted me With 
the part I had in this accident. I eagerly 
Hew towards the coach; two men on 
horfeback, who attended it, alighted, and 
joined me to aflift the perfons who were 
within. It will be eafilv guefl'ed that 
thole perfons were Adelaida and her mo¬ 
ther; in fa&, it was them. Adelaida 
was very much hurt in one of her feet, 
but the joy at feeing me ffc^med to leave 
her no lenfe of her pain. 

What pleafure did I tafteat that hap¬ 
py moment! After fo many affli&ions; 
and at the diftance of fo many years, it i$ 
ftill prefent to my remembrance. Ade¬ 
laida not being able to walk, I took her 
in my arms, to carry her to the inn; her 
chaiming arms were thrown round my 
neck, and one of her hands touched my 
mouth. I was in a transit that lcarci 
i'uft'ered me to l reathe. 

Adelaida obferved it, her delicacy waa 
alarmed, and foe madea motion to difen- 
gage herfelf from my arms. Alas ! how 
little did foe know the excefs of my lovel 
I was too much tranfpefted with my pre¬ 
fent liappinefs to think there was any 
beyond it. 

4 Set me down,* faid foe to me, in a 
low and trembling voice; 4 I believe I 

• am able to walk.’ 

4 What,’ replied I, 4 are you fo cruel 

• as to envy me the only good fortune I 

• foall perhaps ever enjoy 1’ I prefled 
her hand tenderly to my bofom as I pro¬ 
nounced thefe words. Adelaida was 
iilent; and a falfe ftep, which I made on 
purpofe, obliged her to ref ume her firft 
attitude. 


Tht kin was at ib little diftanee* that 
I was foon forced to (not wkh my beau¬ 
teous burden. I carried her into a room, 
and laid Her bn' a bed* while their at¬ 
tendants did the fame.with her mother, 
who was much more hurt than Ade¬ 
laida. Every one being bufy about 
Madame de Luflan, I had time to ac¬ 
quaint Adelaida with part of what had 
pafted between my father' and me. I 
fuppreffed the article of the burnt writ¬ 
ings. I knew not whether I raoft wifoed 
that foe foould be ignorant of ity or 
know it from another perfon; it was in 
fome degree impofing upon her the ne- 
cefTity of loving me, and J was defirous 
of owing all to her owi) heart. I durft 
not deferibe my father to her fuch as he 
really was. Adelaida was ftrittly vir¬ 
tuous; and I was fenfiblc that, to refign 
herfelf to the inclinations foe felt forme, 
it was neceflary that foe foould hope we 
might be one day united. I leaned to 
have great dependance upon my mo¬ 
ther's rendemefs for me, and the fa¬ 
vourable difpolition foe was in towards 
us. I in treated Adelaida to fee her. 

4 Speak to my mother,' faid (he; 4 foe 
4 knows your fentiments; I have ac- 
4 knowledged mine to her. I found 
f that her authority was neceflary to 
4 * give me ftrength to combat them, if I 
4 foould be obliged to it, ortojuftify me 
4 for refignmg myfelf up to them with- 
4 out fcruple. She will ule her utmoft 
4 endeavours to prevail upon my father 
4 to propofe an accommodation, and to 

* engage the interpofition of our com- 

* rtion relations for that purpofe.’ 

The tranquillity with which Adelaida 

refted upon thefe hopes made me ftel 
my misrortone more l'enfibiy. 4 What 
4 if our fathers foould be inexorable V 
faid I to her, prefling her hand) 4 will 
4 not you have compaflion on a mife- 
4 rable wretch who adores you V 

4 I will do all that I can,* anfwettd 
foe, 4 to regulate my inclinations by my 
‘ duty; but I feel that I foall be wretch- 
4 ed if that duty is againft you.* 

The perfons who had been employed 
about Madaine de Luflan then ap¬ 
proaching her daughter, our difeourft 
was interrupted. I went to the bed-fdt 
of the mother; foe received me kindly, 
and allured me foe would ufe every 
method in her power to reconcile our fa¬ 
milies. I then went out of their cham¬ 
ber, to leave them at liberty to take fomi 
repole. My coadu&orj who waited for 

me 
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the in Uhy <s#n apartment, hid made no 
enquiry about thefe new guefts; fo that 
I had an opportunity of being a few mo¬ 
ments with Adelaida before I proceeded 
on my journey. * 

I entered her chamber in a condition 
•after to be imagined than defcribed. 
I dreaded that this was the laft time I 
ftiould fee her. I approached the mother 
firft; my grief pleaded for roe, and fhe 
was fo moved with it, that fhe expreffed 
herfelf in ftill kinder terms than fhe had 
done the evening before. Adelaida was 
at another end of the room ; I went to 
her trembling. / I leave you, my dear 
4 Adelaida?' faid I. Two or three times 
I repeated the fame words: my tears, 
which I could not reftrain, fpoke the 
reft. She wept likewife. 

* ‘ I (hew you my whole heart,' faid 
ihe. ‘ I do not with to difguife it from 
‘ you; you d^ferve my tendernefs. I 

* know not what will be our fate; but I 

* am refolved that my parents fhall dif- 

* pole of mine.’ 

‘ And why,’ replied I, • fhould we 

* fubjeft ourfelves to the tyranny of our 
‘ parents ? Let us leave them to hate 
4 each other, if they will do it; and let 
4 us* fly to fome diftant corner of the 
« world, and be happy in our mutual 
4 tendernefs, which we may make a 
4 fuperior duty to what we owe them 

4 Never let me hear fuch a propofal 

* from you figain,’ faid fhe; ‘ give me 
■ not caufe to repent of the fentiments I 
« have entertained for you; my love may 
4 make me unhappy.; but it fhall never 

* make me-criminal. Adieu 1 .’ added 
ihe, ‘ giving me her hand; it is by our 
« conftancy arid virtue that we ought to 

* endeavour to triumph over our mif- 
4 fortunes; but, whatever happens ,iet us 

* refolvelodo nothing which may leffen 

* our efteem for each other.’ 

While fhe fpoke, I kifled the dear 
hand fhe had given me: I bathed it 
with my tears. ‘ I muft allways love 
« you,’’ replied I; ‘ Death, if I cannot 
‘ be yours, will'free me from my rai- 
« ieiy.’ 

My heart was fo oppreffed with an- 
guifh, that I could with difficulty utter 
*hefe few words. I haftily quitted the 
room; and, mounting my horfe, ar¬ 
rived at the place where we were to dine, 
without having one moment ceafed to 
weep. I gave free courfe to my tears. 
I found a kind of fweetnefs in thus in- 
' Vqi«. II. 
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dulging my gi iif. When ’ the heart is 
truly affe&ed, it takes pleafure in every 
thing that difeovers to itfelf it’s own 
fenfibiliry. 

The remainder of our journey parted 
as the beginning; I had fcarce uttered 
a word during the whole time* On the 
third day we arrived at a caftle built 
near the Pyrenees; nothing was to be 
feen about it but pines and cyprels trees, 
fteep rocks, and horrid precipices; and 
nothing heard, but the noife of torrents 
rufhing with violence down thofe fright¬ 
ful declivities. 

This favage dwelling pleafed'me, be- 
caufe it foothed my melancholy. I pafled 
whole days "in the woods; and, when I 
returned, unloaded my fad heart in let¬ 
ters to my beloved Adelaida. This was 
my only employment, and my only plea- 
fufe. ‘ I will give them tp her one day,’ 
thought 1: 4 fhe (ball fee by them ho>y 
‘ I have pafled the time in her abfence.* 
I fome times received letters from my 
mother, in one of which fhe gave me 
hopes. « Alas! that was the only happy 
moment I ever enjoyed. She informed 
me that all our relations were labouring 
to reconcile our families, and that there 
was room to believe they would fut> 
ceed. 

After this, ! received no more letters 
for fix weeks. How tedious were thofe 
days of doubt and anxiety! Every morn¬ 
ing I went into the road through which 
the meffengers parted, and never je- 
turned till it was late in the evening, 
lingering till hope and expectation had 
nothing left to feed upon, and always 
returned more wretched than when I firft 
fetout. At length I faw a man at a dis¬ 
tance, riding towards the caftle. I djd 
not doubt but he was a mefienger to me; 
and, inftead of that eager impatience I 
had felt a moment before, l was jiow 
feized with apprehenfion and dread. I 
durft not advance to meet him ; lome- 
thing, which I could not account for, 
reftrained me. Uncertainty, which had 
hitherto appeared fo tormenting, feemed, 
now a good which I feared to lofe. 

My heart did not deceive me. This 
man brought me letters from my mother, 
in which ihe informed me that my fa¬ 
ther would liften to no propofhls for an 
accommodation; and, to compleat my 
mifbries, had refolved upon a marriage 
between me and a daughter of the houfe 
of Foix ; that the nuptials were to be cc- 
N A lebraud 
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lebrated in the cattle where I then was? 
and that my father would in a few days 
come himfelf, to prepare me far what he 
deiired of me. 

You will eafily judge I did not balance 
a moment about the refolution I was to 
take. I waited for my father’s arrival 
with tranquillity enough. My grief was 
foothed with the reflexion that I was 
able to make another facrifice to Ade¬ 
laida t I was convinced (he loved me j I 
loved her too much to doubt it. True 
love is always full of confidence. 

My mother, who had fo many reafonS 
for wifhing to fee me difengaged from 
Adelaida, had never in any of her let¬ 
ters given me the leaft caufe to fufpeX 
(he was changed} this compleated my 
fecurity. How greatly did theconftancy 
of my Adelaida heighten the ardour of 
my paflion! During the three days which 
elapfed before the arrival of ray father, 
my imagination was vtfiolly employed 
bn the new proof I was fhortly to give 
Adelaida of my pafifion. Tnis idea, 
notwithftandihg my miferable fituation, 
gave me fen fat ions little different from 
joy. 

The meeting between my father and 
me was, on my fide, full of refpeX, but 
coldnefs and referve; on his, ofhaugh- 
tinefs and indifference. * I have given 

* you leifure,’ faid he to me, * to repent 

* of your folly, and I am now come to 

* give you the means to make me for- 
v get it} return this inftance of my in* 
4 dulgence with obedience, and prepare 
4 to receive as you ought the Count of 
4 Foix, and Mademoifelle de Foix his 

* daughter, for whom I have deftined 
4 you. Th* marriage fhall be folera- 
4 nizedhere: they will arrive to-morrow 
4 with your mother} I came before them 
4 only to give the neceffary orders for 
4 their reception.’ 

* I am forry, Sir,’ replied I calmly, 
4 that I cannot comply with your wifhes: 
4 I have too much honour to marry a 
4 perfon I can never love, therefore I 
4 intreat you will permit me to leave 
4 this place direXly. Mademoifelle de 
4 Foix, however amiable (he may be, 
4 cannot alter my refolution} and, if I 
4 fee her, the affront I fhall give her, by 
4 " refufing her hand, will be more poig* 
4 nant to her.* 

* No,’ interrupted my father in a 
rage, * thou (halt not fee her, nor (halt 
4 thou be allowed to fee the day; I will 
4 font thee up iti a dangepn* a fitter 


1 habitation; I fwear by Heaven, that 
4 thou (halt never be delivered from thy 
c confinement till I am convinced thy 
4 repentance is fincere, and thy change 
c certain. I will punifh thee, for thy dif- 
4 obedience every way that is in my 
4 power} I will deprive thee of my ettate, 
* and fettle it upon Madeipoifelie de 
4 Foix, to fulfil, in fome degree, the 
4 promife I have given her.* 

I made no oppbfition to my father's 
tyrannical defign? I fuffejed myfelf to 
be conduced to an old tower} where I 
was confined in a place at the bottom of 
it, which received no light but from a 
little grated window which looked into 
one of the courts of the cattle. My fa¬ 
ther gave orders that food fhould be 
brought me twice a day, but that I 
fhould not be fuffered to fife any perfon 
whatever. 

I patted the firtt days of my confine¬ 
ment with tranquillity enough, and even 
with fome kind of pleafure. What I had 
fo lately done for Adelaida employed all 
my thoughts, and left no room for re¬ 
flexion on the liorrors of my condition? 
.but, when this fentiment began to lofe 
it's force, 1 refigned myfelf up to defpair, 
at being thus doomed to an abfence of 
which I knew not the end. My bufy 
imagination tortured me with the appre- 
hennon of a thoufand other- evils. Ade¬ 
laida might be forced to enter into 
another engagement; I fancied her fur- 
rounded with rivals, all affiduous to 
pleafe, while I had none to plead for 
me but my miferies. But to a mind fo 
generous as Adelaida's, was not this 
Sufficient ? I reproached myfelf for en¬ 
tertaining the leaft doubt? I afked her 

ardon for it, as for a crime? and my 

eart gathered new ftrength from the 
confidence I had in her fidelity. 

My mother found means to convey a 
letter to my hands, in which (he ex¬ 
horted me to fubrnit to my father, whole 
rage againft me feeraed to increale every 
day. She added, that (he fuffered a 
great deal htrfelf} that her endeavours 
to procure a reconciliation between him 
and the family of Luffan had made him 
fufpeX that (he a&ed in concert with 
me. 

I was greatly affe&ed at the uneafinefs 
my mother fuffered on my account; but 
as I could not accufe myfelf of having 
voluntarily caufed her any part of it, all 
I could do was to lamfent her fituation. 
One day* wheal ya»> as ufual,wk 4 |f 
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taken up withtefleftionsonmy unhappy 
fate, fomething fell through the win¬ 
dow into my dungeon, which imme¬ 
diately rouxed my attention. I fawa 
letter on the floor; I feizcd it with trem¬ 
bling hade; but what became of me 
when 1 read the contents! they were as 
follow. * Your father’s rage has in- 

* ftru&ed me what 1 ought to do. I 
4 know the terrible fituation you are in, 

* and I know but one method to ex- 

* tricate you from it, which will per- 

* haps make you more miferable; but 
4 1 mail be fo as well as you, and that 
4 thought will give me refolution to do 
4 whqtis required of me. Our cruel pa* 
4 rents, to taakeit impoflible for me to be 
4 yours,infift upon my marrying another. 
4 This is, the price your father has fet 
4 upon your lioerty; it will perhaps coft 
4 me, my life, my quiet it too furely will, 
4 to pay it; but I am determined. Your 
4 funerings and your prifon are at pre- 
4 fent all that I can think of: in a few 
4 days I (hall be the wife of the Marquis 
4 dcBenavides; his chara&erisfufficient 
4 to acquaint me with all I have to fuffer 
4 from him; but this fort of fidelity I 
4 owe you at lead, that in the engage- 
4 ment I enter into I fliould find no- 
4 thing but mifery. May you, on the 
4 contrary, be happy; your good for- 
4 tune will be my coniolation. I am 
4 fenfible 1 ought not to tell you this : 
4 if I was truly generous, I fliould fuffer 
4 you to be ignorant of the part you have 
4 in my marriage; I fliould leave you 
4 in doubt of my conftancy. I had 
4 formed a defign to do fo, but I was 
4 not able to execute it: in my fad iitua- 
4 tion I have need of beingfupported with 
4 the thought that the remembrance of 
4 me will not be hateful to you. A las! 

4 foon,.very foon, it will not be permitted 
4 me to preferve yours. I mud forget 
4 you—at lead I mud endeavour fo to 
4 do. Of all my miferies, this is what 
4 I am mod fenfible of: you will in- 
4 creafe it if you do not carefully avoid 
4 all opportunities of feeing and fpeak- 
4 ing to me. Refle& that you owe me 
4 this mark of your edeem; and, oh! re- 
4 flett how dear that edeem wilt be to 
4 me, fince, of all the fentiments you 
4 have profefled forme, it is the only one 
4 that i am allowed to require of youl’ 

Of this fatal letter, which I have re¬ 
lated at length, I was able to read no 
more than to theft words*—* Our cruel 
4 parents, to makeit unpo&blc ifw nm 
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4 to be yours, infid upon my marrying 
4 another.’ Pierced to the heart with 
this cruel, this unexpe£ted misfortune, 
I funk upon the mattrafs which com* 
pofed my bed, and lay there feverai 
hours without fenfe or motion; and 
probably might never have recovered, 
but for the affidance of the perfon who 
brought me my provifions. If he waa 
alarmed at the condition in which h* 
found me, he was much more fo at thq 
excefs of my defpair, when my fenfe* 
returned. The letter, which I held fad 
in my hand during my fwoon, and which 
I at lad read quite through, was wet 
with my tears, and I fpoke and a&ed 
extravagances which made him appre- 
henfive for my reafon. 

This man, who till then had been in- 
acceflible to pity, was melted all on a 
fudden: he blamed my father for his 
cruel treatment of me; he reproved him- 
felf for having executed his orders; he 
aiked my pardon on his knees. His re¬ 
pentance mfpired me with the thought 
of propoling to him to let me quit my 
prifon for eight days only; promifing 
him that, at the expiration of that time, 
I would return and put myfelf into his 
hands: I added every thing I could 
think of to oblige him to confent. Moved 
at the date he faw me in, excited by his 
own intered, and by the fear that I 
fliould one day take vengeance upon 
him for being the inftrument of my fa¬ 
ther’s cruelty, he agreed to what I de- 
fired, upon the condition I had myfelf 
pro pofed to him. 

I would have fet out that moment 
from the caflle, but there was a neceflity 
for his going to feek forhorfes; and, 
when he returned, he informed me that 
we could not get any/till the next day.. 
-My defign was to go to Adelaida, to tell 
her all my grief and defpair, and to kill 
myfelf before her eyes, if (he peififled in 
her refolution. 

To execute this projeft, jt was ne- 
ccflary that I (hould arrive before her 
fatal marriage, and every moment’s de¬ 
lay feemed to me au age of mifery. I 
read over her letter a hundred times, as 
if I had expe&ed to find dill fomething 
more in it. I examined the date over 
and over; I flattered myfelf that the 
time might have been prolonged. 4 Shq 
, 4 will at lead make an effort,’ faid I; 
4 die will feize all pretences to defer it. 
4 But why .fliould I flatter myfelf with 
4 fo vaina hope?’ refumed I; 4 Adelaida 
N n a 4 Jkftifising 
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■* facrificing Herfelf for my liberty will 
4 haften the dreadful moment. Alas! 

4 can (he believe that liberty without 

* her pan be a blefling to me! I (hall 

* every where find this prifon (he de- 

* livers me from ; (he has never known 

* myheart; (he judges of me by other 

* men; it is to that I owe my ruin. I 
0 am dill more mifer&ble than I believed 
0 myfelf, (ince I have not the confola- 
0 tion to think that (he knows howmuch 
4 I love her.* 

I paffed the whole night in making 
thefe complaints, the moft tedious night 
I had ever known, even in that place of 
mifery. At length the day appeared; 

I mounted on horfeback with my con¬ 
ductor. We travelled the whole day, 
without (lopping a moment*, when, to¬ 
wards the evening, I perceived iny mo¬ 
ther in a chariot which took the road 
towards the caftle. She knew me im¬ 
mediately; and, after having exprefled 
her furprize at meeting me, (he obliged 
me to come into the chariot to her. I 
durft not a(k her the occafion of her 
journey in the function I was in; I fear¬ 
ed every thing, and my fear was but too 
well founded. 

4 I come, my fon,’ faid (lie, 4 by 
4 your father's permiftion, to releafe you 
4 from your confinement.'— 4 All !* 
cried I, 4 then Adelaida is married !' 
My mother anfwered only by filence. 
My misfortune, which was then without 
remedy, prefentcd itfelf to my mind with 
all it's horrid aggravations. I fell into 
a kind of ftupidity; and, by the force of 
grief, I feemed to have loft the fenfe of 
it. However, my body now funk under 
the weaknefs of my mind t I was feized 
in the coach with a (hivering like the 
cold fit of an ague. As foon as we ar¬ 
rived at the caftle, my mother caultd me 
to be put to bed. I lay two days with- 
' out fpeaking or taking any nounfhment; 
all the fymptoms of a violent fever ap¬ 
peared; and, on the fourth, the phyfician 
ddpaired of my life. My mother, who 
never left toe, was inconceivably af- 
fli&ed; hei tears, her prayers, and the 
na re of Adelaida, by which lhe con¬ 
jured me to live, made toe refolve not to 
obftruft the endeavours of the phyfician 
to fave me. 

After f iHfering fifteen days the ago¬ 
nies of a mtift violent fever, ■ I began, 
thou h by (lww degrees, to recover, ^he 
fir ft thing I did, when I was able to at¬ 
tend to any thing, was to feek for the 
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letter I had received from Adelaida. My 
mother, who had taken it from me, for 
fear it (hould increafe my affliction, was 
obliged to reftore it to me. After I had 
read it feveral times, I put it into a little 
filk bag, and placed it on my heart, 
where I had always kept her picture; 
and, whenfoever I was alone, it was al¬ 
ways my employment to gaze on that 
lovely picture, and read that letter. 

My mother, who was of a foft and 
tender difpofidon, (hared my grief: (he 
likewife thought it heft to yield to my 
firft tranfports, and leave it to time to 
finifti my cure. She pevmitted me to 
fpeak of Adelaida, and fometitoes was 
the firft to mention her tome; and per¬ 
ceiving that the only thing which gave 
me confolation was rhe thought of be¬ 
ing loved by her, (lie told me that it was 
(he herfelf that had determined Ade¬ 
laida to marry. 

* I a(k your pardon, my dear fon/ 
faid (he, * for the grief I have caufed 
4 you; I did not imagine you would have 
4 felt her lofs fo deeply. I trembled for 
4 your health, and even your life, while 

* you continued under that cruel con- 
4 finenjent. I knew your father’s in- 
4 flexible temper, and was convinced he 
4 would never fet you at liberty while 
4 there was a pofiibility of your marry- 
4 ing Mademoifelle de Luflan. I re- 
4 foived to fpeak to that generous young 
4 lady: I told her my fears for your 
4 health ; (he partook in them; (he felt 
4 them,- perhaps, with more force than 
4 I did. From that moment I (aw her 
4 life ever)' endeavour to haften her roar- 
4 riage; for her father, juftly irritated art 
4 the proceedings of Monfieur de Com- 
4 minge, had long prefled her to marrys 
4 hitherto (he had refilled his folicita- 
4 tions, and even his commands. I 
4 aiked her, which of thole perlons 
4 who addrefied her (he would chufe ?* 
44 It matters not which,” replied (he; 
44 they are al! equal to me, fince I can- 
44 not be his to whom I have giveu my 
44 heart.” Two days after I had this 
4 conversion with bet, l learned that 
4 the Marquis de Benavides was pre- 
4 ferred to all his rivals; every one was 
4 furprized at her choice, and I as much 
4 as any other. Benavides has a dif- 

* agreeable perfon, his underHanding is 
4 mean, and his..temper extremely bad: 

4 this laft ciicumltance made me treni- 

* blefor poor Adelaida. I was refbived 
« to tell her my appcchedwns; I went 

4 for 
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* for that purpofe to the houfe of the 

* Counters de Garlande, where we ufed 

* to meet. 

** I am prepared,” faidfhe, “ for mifery, 
•* but I muft marry ; and fince I know 
“ it is the only meant of procuring your 
“ ion’s liberty, I reproach myfelf every 
<( moment that 1 delay this facrifice s yet 

this marriage, which I confent to only 
44 for his fake, will perhaps be the moft 
** cruel of his njisfortunes. I will at 
** leaft convince him, by my choice, that 
4€ his intereft was the foie motive which 
** engaged me to it. Pity me, dear 
44 Madam; I deferveyour pity; and;by 

my behaviour to Monf. Benavides, I 
44 will endeavour to render myfelf worthy 
“ of yourefteem.” 

My mother afterwards told me, that 
Adelaida was made acquainted, by my 
father himfelf, with my having burnt 
tiie writings: hie publickly upbraided her 
with it on the day that he loft his pro¬ 
cess. * She confeffed to me,’ added my 
mother, 4 that (he was more affected 
4 with your extreme delicacy in corv- 

* cealing fo generous an a£tion, than 

* with the a&ion itfelf.’ We patted the 
days in fuch converfation : my melan¬ 
choly was excettive; yet, though de¬ 
prived of hope, I found a kind of fweet- 
nefs in the idea of my being ftill loved. 

After a ftay of two months, ipy mo¬ 
ther received orders . from my father to 
return to him. He had exprelted no con¬ 
cern for my illnefs, and his cruel treat¬ 
ment of me had extinguiftied every fen- 
timent of tendemefs for him. My 
mother prefled me to go with her; but I 
Untreated her to confent to my ftaying in 
the country; (he yielded to my reafons, 
and left me. I was now once more 
alone in the midft of my woods; and 
found fomuchfweetnefs in folitude, that 
I would then have abandoned every thing, 
and taken up my habitation in fome her¬ 
mit’s cell, had I not been reftrained by 
my tendemefs for my mother. I often 
relolved to endeavour to fee Adelaida, 
but the fear of difpleafing her ftopt me. 
At length, after long irrefolution, I 
thought I might at leaft attempt to fee 
Adelaida without being feen by her. 

Accordingly, I refolved to fend a per- 
fon in whom I could confide to Bour- 
deaux, to know where lhe was; and, for 
. this purpofe, I fixed upon a man who 
. h^d attended me from my infancy. My 
jn^tber, dyring my illnvfs,. Jijtdjeftored 
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him to his place about me : he had been 
with me at the baths; he knew Adelaida; 
and, when I mentioned my defign to him; 
he informed me that he had friends in 
the houfe of Benavides. After having 
given him his orders, which I repeated a 
thoufand times, I caufed him to fet out 
from the caftle. When he arrived at 
Bourdeaux, he was informed that Be¬ 
navides had carried his lady, a (hort time 
after his marriage, to an eftate which he 
had in Bifcay. Saint Laurent, for that 
was my fervant’s name, wrote to me, to 
know what he was to do next: I Cent him 
ordeiV to go immediately- into Bifcay. 
My defire of feeing Adelaida was lb 
much increaled by the hope I had con¬ 
ceived, that it was not poflible for me 
to oppol'e it any longer. 

Saint Laurent returned at the expira¬ 
tion of fix weeks, which my anxiety and 
impatience had lengthened into lb many 
ages. He told me that, after many 
fruitlcfs attempts, Benavides having oc- 
cafion for an architect, he had prevailed 
upon his friend to prefenthim to him in. 
that quality; that having acquired feme 
knowledge of the krt from an unci* 
under whofe care he had been brought 
up, he made no fern pie to undertake the 
bufinefs Benavides employed him in. 
4 I believe,’ faid he, ‘ that Madame de 

* Benavides knew me, for (he bluftn d 

* when (he firft faw me.* 

He then told me that fhe lived the 
moft rttired and melancholy life imaoin- 
able; that her hu (band hardly ever quit ted 
her a moment; and that it was laid in 
the hou r e, he was exetflively fond of 
her; but that he gave her no other proof 
of it than by his extreme jealoufy, 
which he carried fo far, that even his 
brother had not the liberty of feeing her 
but when he was prefent. 1 aiked my 
fervanl fomequeftions about that brother; 
he told me that he was a vtiv amiable 
young man, and that the world (poke 
as much in his favour as they did 10 the 
difadvantage of Benavides; ami that ho 
appeared to be greatly attached to his 
filter-in law. 

This difeourfe made no impreflion 
upon meat that time; the unhappy little 
ation of Madame de Benavides, and the 
defire of feeing her, employed my whole 
foul. Saint Laurent allured me be 
had taken proper meafure: for introduc¬ 
ing me into the houfe of Benavides. 

* He has occasion foi a painter,’ faid lie 
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to me, i to paint an apartment: I pro- 
€ mifed to bring a good one, and you 

* mutt undertake this bufincfs.' 

Nothing now remained but to regu¬ 
late our departure. I wrote to my mo¬ 
ther, and told her I was going to pafs 
fome time at the houfe of one of my 
friends. This done, I fet out with Saint 
Laurent for Bifcay. During our jour¬ 
ney, I was continually afking him quef- 
tiuns concerning Madame de Benavides; 

I was defirous of knowing the flighted 
particulars relating to her. Saint Lau¬ 
rent was not able to fatisfy my cu^iofity; 
he had but few opportunities of feeing 
her; flie was {hot up in her own apart¬ 
ment, with no other company but a lit¬ 
tle dog, of which {he was extremely fond. 
This article touched me particularly*. I 
had prefented her with that dog, and I 
flattered myfelf that {he loved it for my 
fake. Thele little things, which efcape 
one in good fortune, aft'eft one fenfibly 
in mifery: the heart, in the need it has 
of confolation, fattens upon every thing 
which is likely to affoid it. 

Saint Laurent often mentioned to me 
the great attachment of young Bena¬ 
vides to his lifter-in-law: he added, that 
he often oppoled the furious fallies of 
his brother’s temper; and, but for his 
good offices, Adelaida would be ftifl 
more miferable than fhe was. He ear- 
reft ly intreated me to be contented with 
the pleafure of feeing her, and to make 
no attempt to fpeak to her—* Not be- 

* caufe it would endanger your life,’ 
added he: ‘ that, I know, is too weak 
1 a motive to if ftrain you; but becaufe 
€ fhe will fuffer by any imprudence you 

* may be guilty of.' 

The liberty of feeing Adelaida ap¬ 
peared to me fo great a blefling, that I 
was fully perfuaded that alone would fa¬ 
tisfy me; and tefolved within myfelf, 
and promifed Saint Laurent, to behave 
with the Htmoft circumfpe&ion. After 
a moft tedious journey, as my impatience 
made it feern, we arrived at Bifcay; and 
I was prefented to Benavides, who fet 
me to work immediately. 

The fuppoled architeft and I were 
lodged in the fame apartment, and to 
him was committed the care of over- 
feeing the workmen. I had been feve* 
ral days at work before I faw Madame 
de Benavides. At length, I perceived her 
one evening from a window in my own 
room, going to walk in the garden. She 


had only her little favourite dog with heri 
her drefs was negligent, a kind of lan- 
guifhing melancholy appeared in her 
looks and motions, and her fine eyes 
feemed to dwell on the objefts around 
her, without regarding them. O Hea- I 
yens! what fweetly painful emotions 
did my foul feel at the fight of her! t 
continued leaning on the window the 
whole time fhe ft aid in the garden: it 
was dark when flie returned; io that I 
could not-diftinguifh her when fhe patted 
by my window, but my heart knew it 
was lier. 

I faw her a fecond time in the chapel 
of the cattle; I placed myfelf in fuch a 
manner, that I could look at her the 
whole time without being obferved. She 
never once turned her eyes upon me: I 
ought to have rejoiced at this circura- 
ftance, fince I well knew that, if fhq dis¬ 
covered me, {he, would be obliged to go 
out of the chapel; yet I was affli&ed at 
it, and returned to my chamber in greater 
diftjuiet than when 1 left it. I <had not 
yet formed any defign of making my- 
felf known to her; but I was lenfible 
that I fhould not be able to refift doing 
it if an opportunity offered. 

The fight of young Benavides gave 
me likewife fome kind of uneafinefs: he 
often came to fee me work; and, notwith* 
ftanding the feeming diftance of our ; 
rank, he behaved to me with an obliging j 
familiarity, which ought to have excited 
my eiteem; yet it had no effeft on me. 

His great merit, and the amiablenefs of 
his perfon, which I could not but be , 
fenfible of, witheld my gratitude. I 
was afraid of a rival in him;, and a cer¬ 
tain impaflioned fadnefs that I perceived 
in him, which was too like my own not i 
to proceed from the fame caufe, gave 
me a fufpicion which he foon confirmed. 

After afking me one day feveral ques¬ 
tions relating to my condition in life, ' 

* You are in love,’ faid he to me, figh- 
ing imperceptibly to himfelf; * the me* 

* lancboly in which I perceive you con- 

* tinually plunged, pferfuades me that 
r your heart is not well: tell me the 

* truth; can I do any thing for you ? 

4 The miferable in general have a claim 

* to my patfion; but there is one fort of 

* grief winch I pity morethan any other/ 

I believe, J thanked Don Gabriel—that 
was his name—with a very ill^race, \ 

for the kind offers he made to me: how* 
ever, Leonid wt belp owning -to Mm, 

that : 
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that I was in lovt; but I told him that 
time only could produce any change in 
the date of my fortune. 4 You are not 
« abfolutely unhappy,’ replied he, * fince 
« you may hope tor a change; I know 
4 perfons who are much more to be pi- 
4 tied than you.’ 

When I was alone, I reflcXed upon 
the converfation that had pa (Ted be¬ 
tween Don Gabriel and myfelf; I con¬ 
cluded that he was in love, and that his 
charming filler-in-law was the ob- 
jeftof his palfion: his whole behavi¬ 
our, which I examined with the ut- 
mod attention, convinced me I was 
pot midaken. I obferved him always 
ailidueus about Adelaida; he gazed on 
her with eyes like mine, yet I was not 
jealous: my edeem for Adelaida would 
not admit of fuch an injurious fenti- 
luent; but I could not help fearing, that 
the company of an agreeable man, who 
was continually rendering her fervices 
that foftened the horrors of her prefent 
fituation, would make her reflexions on 
me he greatly to my difadvantage, whofe 
allion had been produXive of nothing 
ut misfortunes to her. 

I was full of thefe thoughts, when 
one day 1 faw Adelaida enter the room 
where I was painting, led by Don Ga¬ 
briel. 4 Why,’ faid Ihe, 4 do you prefs 
4 me to come and look at the ornaments 
4 of this apartment ? you know I have 
4 no tafle for thefe things.’— 4 I hope, 
« Madam,’ faid I, x looking earneftly 
upon her, and bowing low, * that if 

* you will deign to call your eyes upon 

* what is here, you will find fomething 

* not unworthy your attention.’ 

Adelaida, llruck with the found of 

iny voice, turned inftantlv towards me. 
1 perceived (he knew me, tor Ihe blulhed, 
and bent her eyes on the ground; and, 
after paufinga moment, Ihe left the room 
without giving me a look, faying, that 
theiinell of the paint was difagreeable 
to her. 

I remained behind, terrified, confufed, 
and overwhelmed with grief. Adelaida 
had not deigned to give the a fecond 
look; ihe would not even Ihew that Ihe 
was enough interefted in my difguife to 
exprefs any figns of relentment at it. 
« What have I done!’faid I; <Iam,in- 

* deed, come hither contrary to her com- 
« mands; but if fhe Hill loves me, file 
$ would pardon a fault that proceeded 
4 from the excel* of my palfion for her.* 
I Aow £pndudtad; that fincc Adelaida 
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longer loved me, (he mull of necelfity 
have bellowed her heart upon another^ 
This idea filled me with a grief fo new 
and violent, that I thought I had never 
been truly miferable till then. 

Saint Laurent, who came froth time 
to time to fee me, entering the roam 
that moment, found me in an agitation 
thdt made him tremble. * What ails 
4 you, Sir!’ faid he tome! * what has 
• happened to you?’— c I am undone,’ 
replied I; * Adelaida no longer loves 
4 me; Ihe no longer loves me,’ repeated 
I; 4 it is but too true. Alas! I never had 
4 reafoii to complain of my fate till this 
4 cruel moment. What torment would 
4 I now endure to purchafe this bleffing 
4 which I have lolt! this blefling, which 
4 I preferred to all things,and which, in 
4 the midft of my greateft naileries, filled 
4 my heart with fo foft a joy!’ 

I continued a long time to exclaim in 
this manner,while Saint Laurent in vain 
endeavoured to draw from me the cauiir 
of my grief. At length, I related to him 
what had happened. 4 I find nothing ill 
4 all this,’ faid he, 4 which ought to 
4 drive you to the defpair I lee you in, 
4 Madame de Benavides is certainly of- 
4 fended at your ralh attempt. She wag 
4 defiroos of punilhing you by appear- 
4 ing indifferent; and perhaps Ihe wag 
4 apprehenfive of betraying herfelf, if 
4 Ihe had looked upon you.* 

4 No, no,’ interrupted I, 4 they who 
4 love have no fuch command oVer them- 
4 felves in thofefirfl emotions; the heart 
4 alone is liftened to. I mull fee her,* 
added J, 4 1 mull reproach her with her 
4 change. Alas! after giving herfelf 
4 to another, ought Ihe to take away my 
4 life by fo cruel an indifference? Why 
4 did Ihe not leave me in irfy pi ifon! there 
4 I Ihould have been happy 1 , had I bee* 
4 allured of her love.' 

Saint Laurent fearing that any one 
fhould fee me in the condition I was in, 
obliged me %o retire to the chamber where 
we both lay. I palfeil the whoje night i* 
tormenting myfelf: my thoughts were 
at ftrife with each-other; in one moment 
I condemned ray fufpicions, and the 
next relapfed into them again. I thought 
it unjull to wilh that Adelaida Ihould 
preserve a tendernefs which rendered her 
miferable. In thofe moments, I re¬ 
proached myfelf for loving her lefs than 
nay own fatisfaXion. 4 Why ihould I 
4 wilh to live,’ faid I to Saint Laurent, 
< ifflie lores another?- I will endeavour 


Digitized by v^ooQle 




tgo NEW NOVfellsVS MAGAZINE. 


4 to ipeak ft> her, only t6 bid her an 

• tternal adieu : fhe (hall hear no re- 
« proaches from my mouth ; my grief, 
4 which I cannot conceal from her, 
« /hall fpeak for me.' 

When this point was refolved upon. 
It was agreed that I (hould leave Bil'cay 
as foon as I (hould have an interview 
with her. We then began to confider 
upon the neceflary means of proem ing 
it. Saint Laurent told me, that we mnit 
feize the firft opportunity that offered, 
when Don Gabriel went to hunt, as he 
often did; and Benavides was employed 
in his domeftick affairs, for which he 
always fet apart two mornings in the 
week. He then made me promife that, 
to avoid giving any fufpicion, I (hould 
go on with my painting as ufual; but 
that I (hould likewife declare, that I was 
finder a neceffity of returning foon to my 
own country. 

Accordingly, I re fumed my former 
employment. I hail, almoft without 
perceiving it, fome hope that Adelaida 
would come again into that apartment: 
every noife that I heard gave me an emo¬ 
tion I was (carce able to bear. In this 
fixation I remained feveral days; and 
then lofing all hope of feeing Adelaida 
in that manner, I eagerly fought for 
fome moment in which I might be fo 
fortunate as to find her alone. At length 
this moment came. I was going as ufual 
to iny work, when I faw Adelaida paf- 
(Ing to her own apartment. I knew that 
Don Gabriel went out early that morn¬ 
ing to hunt; and I had heard Benavides 
talking, in a low hall of the caftle, to one 
of his farmers; fo that I was pretty cer¬ 
tain of finding her alone. 

I entered her apartment with fo much 
precipitation, that Adelaida faw me not 
till I was very near her: (he would have 
retired to her clofet as foon as (he per¬ 
ceived me, but I catched hold of her 
robe, and prevented her. * Do not fly 

• from me, Madam,’ faid I to her; 

• fuffer me this laft time to enjoy the 

• blcfling of beholding you; I (hall never 

• importune you more. I am going far 

• from you, to die with grief for the 

• miferies I have been the caufe of to 

• you; and for the lofs of your heart. I 

• wifh Don Gabriel may be more for- 

• tunate than I have been.* 

Adelaida, whofe furprize had hitherto 

prevented her from fpeaking, interrupt¬ 
ed me at thefe words, and, giving me a 
look of mkigled tendernefs and anger— 


• What,' faid fhe, * dare you npake me 

• reproaches?* Dare you fufpeft me?— 

• you—' The tone with which (he pro¬ 
nounced thefe laft words brought me 
inftantly at her feet. * No, my dear 

• Adelaida,' interrupted l; ‘ no, I have 
‘ no iufpicion that is injurious to you: 

• pardon a tew didrafted words, which 

• my heart difavows.’ 

* I pardon you ail,' faid (he to me, 

• provided you clepai t immediately, and 

• never attempt to fee.me more. Refleft, 

• that it is for your fake I am the moft 

• miferable creature in the world; would 

• you give, me caufe tq reproach royfelf 
c with being the moft criminal?*—« I 

• will do every thing you command me,' 
replied I; * but only promife that yon 

• will not hate me.' ^ 

Although Adelaida had feveral times 

defired me to rife, yet I (till continued at 
her feet. To tliofe who truly love, this 
attitude has athoufand lecret charms. I 
was kneeling, when Benavides fuddenly 
opened the chamber door, 't ranfported 
with rage, he flew towards his wire, and 
drawing his fword—* Thou (halt die, 

• perfidious woman!' cried he; and 
would have infallibly killed her, had I 
not thrown myfelf between them, and 
put by his fword with my own., 

* Wretch!' cried Benavides, * yon 

• firft (hall feel my vengeance;’ and at 
the fame time gave me a. wound on my 
(houlder. I did not love life well enough 
to befolicitous for the prefervation of it; 
but my hatred to Benavides would not 
fuffer me to abandon it to his fury. This 
cruel attempt upon the perfon of his 
wife deprived me almoft of reafon: I 
threw myfelf upon him, and plunging 
my fword in his.body, he fell at my feet 
without fenfe or motion. The fervants, 
drawn by the cries of Madame de Bena¬ 
vides, entered the room that moment; 
and feveral of them throwing themfelves 
upon me, difarmed me, while I made no 
.effort to defend myfelf. The fight of 
Madame de Benavides bathed in tears, 
and kneeling by her hufband, left me 
no fenfibility of any thing but her grief. 

I was dragged out of her chamber into 
another, and the door faftened upon me. 

There it was, that, delivered up to my 
refleftions, I faw the abyfs into which 
I had plunged Madame de Benavides: 
the death of her hufband, killed before 
her eyes, and killed by me, could not 
fail of giving rife to fufpicions again ft 
her. How did I not reproach myfelf I 

I had 
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I had been the caufc of her firft mitfor- * I have already told yon** replied 
tunes, and I had now compleated her ruin Don Gabriel, 4 that your prefence will 
by my imprudence. My imagination 4 only render her fituation wor(e.’-~* 
continually reprefented to me the dread- 4 Well/ faid I, iighing, 4 I will fly, 

3ful condition in which I had left her. I 4 fince you will have it (o, and that her 
acknowledge that (he had juft reafons to 4 intereft demands it. I had hoped that, 
hate me, and I did not murmur at it. ^i>y the facrifice I had intended to make 
The only confolation I had, was in the 4 her of my life, I (hould at leaft hare 
hope thajt I was not known. The idea 4 been pitied by her; but I deferve not 
of being taken for an aftaflin and a 4 to have this confolation : l am an un¬ 
robber, which on any other occaiion 4 happy wretch, who am not even worthy 
would have made me tremble with horror, 4 to die for her. Protect her/ added I 
now gave me joy. Adelaida knew the to Don Gabriel, the tsars ftreaihing 
innocence of my intentions, and Ade- from my eyes as I fpokei 4 you are ge- 
laida was the whole world to me. * norms; her innocence, her misfar* 

Impatient to be Interrogated, that I • tunes, muft move you.' 
might clear the honour of Adelaida, I 4 You may judge,* faid he, 4 by what 
pa&d feveral hours in the mod racking 4 has efcapea me, that I am too much 
inquietude: in the middle of the night 4 for my own quiet concerned in the faje 
my chamber door was opened, and I law 4 of Madame dc Benavides. I will do 
Don Gabriel enter. 4 everything for her. Alas!’ added he, 

4 Be not apprehetofive of any harm/ 4 I (hould have thought myfelf well paid, 
faid he to me, as he approached; 4 I 4 if I could have hoped that (he had 
4 come by the command of Madame de 4 loved no one. How is it pofiible tbit 
4 Benavides: (he has had efteemenough 4 you (hould not be fatishea with your 
4 for me to truft me with every thing 4 good fortune in having touched m 
4 relating to you. Probably/ added he, 4 heart like hers ? But let us go,' pur- 
with a figh which he could not fupprefs, fued he; 4 let us take advantage of the 
4 (he would have judged differently if 4 night.' Then taking my band, and • 
4 (he had known me well: but I will turning a dark-lanthom, he led me 
4 be juft to her confidence; I will fave through the courts of the caftle. Tranf- 
s you, and I will fave her, if I can/ ported with rage againft myfelf for what 
4 You (hall not fave me/ replied I; I had done, in the wildnefs of my de- 
4 it is my duty to juftify the innocence fpair, I wifihed myfelf (fill more mileiable 
4 of Madame dc Benavides, and I will than I was. 

4 doit at the expence of a thoufand lives, Don Gabriel; when he left me, ad- 
4 if I had them to lofe.* I then ac- vifed me to retire to a convent of reli- 
quainted him with my defign of keep- gious, which was within a quarter of ai 
ing myfelf concealed, and palling for an league of the caftle. 4 You muft,* fauf 
aflafltii, to prevent any imputation fall- he, ‘ keep yourfelf concealed in then: 
ing upon her. 4 houfc for fome days, that you may* 

4 This project might be neceffary/ 4 not be in dagger from the fearch I my ^ 
replied Don Gabriel, 4 if my brother 4 felt’(hall be obliged to make for you g 
4 was dead, as I perceive you tnink; but 4 and here is a letter for one of thole re«* 

4 his wound, although great, is probably 4 ligious, which will procure you ad-« 

4 not mortal; and the firft fign of life 4 .million into the noufe.' 

4 and fenfe he gave, was to order that I loitered a long time about the caftle 
4 Madame de Benavides (hould be con- after }ie left me, not being able to remove 
4 fined to her own apartment: this myfelf from the place where Adelaida 
4 proves that he fufpeas you ait her was. At length, the defire of hearing all 
4 lover; and, if you perfift in your defign, that happened to tier, determined me tea 
4 you will lofe your own life, without fet out for the convent. I arrived there, 

J preferving hers. Let us go/ added juft at day-break; the religious tp whom 
he; 4 die fafety I offer you to-day, I pro- I prefented Don Gabriel's letter received 
4 bably cannot afford you to-morrow.' me very civilly, and conducted into 
4 And what will become, of Madame a chamber near his own. My paleneis* 

4 de Benavides ?' cried I; 4 no, I can and the blood he obferved on my cloaths/ 

4 never refolve to withdraw myfelf from made him apprehenfivethat I was wound* 

4 danger, and to leave her in it.' cd. He was beginning to enquire after 
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my health, when I fainted away. With ing for me every where. TJu* news wao 
the afMance of a fervant he pnt me to rat very Hkely to calm the perturbation 
bed, and Tent for a furgeon belonging to of my mind. J knew not what I ought 
the convent to examine my wound : he to wifb for, every thing was againft me. 
declared that it was in a dangerous con- I couldnot even wifh for death; I thought 
ditto?., through the fatigue and coital I owed the prolonging of my wretcned 
had fufft-red. •„ life to the juftification of Madame de 

When I was alone with the good fa- Benavides, 
ther to whom I was recommended, I The good father to whpm f wqs re- 
intreated him to fend to a houfe in a cer- commended beheld me with great com- 
tain village, which I named to him, to paffion: he heard me figh continually, 
enquire tor Saint Laurent, fori fup- and always found my'face bathed m 
poled he would take refuge there. I was tears. He was a man of fenfe and po- * 
not miftaken; he came with the mefftn- litenefs, who had been long in the worlds 
ger l had fent to him : the poor fellow and whom a concurrence of ftrange ac- 
vyas in exceflive affli&ion when he heard cidents had driven into a cloifter: nedid 
that T was wonnded; he approached, my not endeavour to re^fon me out of my 
b$d-fide, and anxioufly enquired how I grief, or to confole me by tbq ufual me- 
did. thods: he only exprefled great fenhbiHty 

* If ypu would fave my life,' faid I * of my misfortunes. This way fuc- 

to him, ‘ you muft learn in what Hate ceeded; by degrees he entirely gained my 

• Madame deBenavides is, infonn yonr- confidence; perhaps, alfo* I only want- J 

* 9 felf of all that has pa fled. Hafte, lqfe ed an opportunity to lpeak and to com- 

4 hot a moment; and remember, that plain to him. I conceived fo great an 

9 what I iuffer in this uncertainty is ten affe&ton and efteem for him, that I re- 

' 9 thoufandtimesworfethan death.'Saint lated to.him my yvhole ftory. be- 

JLaurent promifed to do every thing I came fo neceffhry to me after a few days 

cfefired, and went away to take proper flay in the copvent, that \ qquld not bear 

meafures to fatisfy me- - hitnto be abfent from me a piojnetit-* J 

Meantime I was feizedwith a violent never mpt with a man that had more 

fever, my wound grew more dangerous, goodn^ls of heart: I repeated to him me ■ 

and they Were obliged to make great in- fame thrpgs a thoufan^ times pyei^ ne j 

cifions: but the torments of my mind always liffened *q me with the utmpft 

1 made me almoft infenfible to thofeofmy attention, and fyr$pa{hized ip all ipy I 

body' the image of Madame de Bena- griefs. j 

vides bathed in tears, as I had feen her It wa,s through him th^t I learned' 
when I left her chamber, and kneeling every thing that puffed in the houfe of j 

f by her hufband^ whom ! had wounded, Benavidesi he had been in great danger ( 

’was 1 continually before rpy eyes. I took frpm his wound, but it was at length t 

a review of the misfor;und»s of her life; I cured. I was informed of it by Eton 

'foiled myfelf, in all: her jtnarriage, to , Jerome, fo .was my friend the Religious 

’which fhe was forced on my account; called- He afterv^d§ told ope, that all 1 

tier fatal choice of the molt jealous apd filmed quiet in the caftle; that Madame 

brutal man in the world for a hufbaqd, de Benavides lived mpre retired than be- i 

was made for/ny fake; and .1 had lately fore, and that fhe w$$ in a very langui(h- 

compleated all her misfortui tes, by ex- ing date of health. He added, ths^t I | 

pofing her reputation to inji irious cen- muft refohre to removp as foon as ? was 

lures. I called.tomy remeix ibrance the able; for rx it fhould be difeovered that 

tmjufl jealoufy I had dilcover ^d, which, I was concealed there, it would exppfe , 

although it had lafted but ; i few mo- the lady to new diftrelfes., 
nients, and r was banifhed by a Angle It wis.pot likely that I (h.ould be Toon 
word from her, yet I could ne yer pardon in a condition to : leave the convent^ I 
imyfelf for. Adelaida coulc t not but was wafting away ^yitlj a cpntinuaj fever, 
thunk me unworthy of her e deem; Hie and my wound was not yet healed. I 
could do no otherwifethan ha te me. had been in this rejigious houfe above two 
Laurertt returned the next day; months, wh,en oneuayT.obfeipred Don 

he informed me that Benavidj zs was Hill Jcrorpe to be pen five arid melancholy The * 

extremely all of his wound; that Ade- always turned his eyes aw3y when tpey 

laida was in the utmofl afflu 3 ion; and met mine; he feetried feudipjjfiy to avoid 

^at Don Gabriel made a Ihd w of feek- looking at me, and with difficulty* an- 

‘ ( l'wercd 
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iwfrednry queftions. I had conceived > 
a very tender friendfliip for him) mif- 
For tunes give fenfibiliry, to the heart. I 
’was going to expreis my concern for his > 
■usseafinefs, and to enquire into the caufe, 
when Saint Laurent, entering my cham¬ 
ber, told me that Don Gabriel was in the 
convent, and that he had juft met him. 

4 Don Gabriel here I 1 laid I, looking * 
at Don Jerome, * and you never to men- 
4 iton to me his coming 1 What is the 
4 meaning of this refeive ? You fill me 
4 with the moft dreadful apprehenfions; 

4 what is become of Madame de Bena- 

* vides ? For pity, draw me out of this 

* crueluncertainty.’—* Would I could 
4 leave you always in it!' faid Don Je¬ 
rome at length, embracing me. 

* Ah T cried I, ‘ Ihe is dead ! Ade- 

* laida is dead! Benavides has lacrificed 
4 her to his rage! You anfwer me not— 

* Alas ! then I have nothing to hope. 

* Ah ! it was qot Benavides, but I, who 

* have plunged the poniard into her 

* breaft!. Had it not been for my fatal 
4 paflion, Ihe might have been ftill alive. 

4 Adelaida is dead 5 I lhall never be- 

* hold her more! I have loft her for 
4 ever* Ihe is; dead, and 1 ftill live ! Why 
4 do I not follow her? Why do I delay 
4 to revenge her upon her murderer? 

4 Alas! death would be too great an in- 
4 diligence to me; it woujd feparate me 
4 from myfelf, and' I am made up of 
4 horror and anguiAi.’ 

The violent agitation I was in, caufed 
my wound, which was not well healed, 
to open again. I loft fo much blood, 
that I Ibll into a Twgon, which lalted fo 
long, that they thought me dead: but, 
after continuing feveral hours in this 
happy ftatt of inlenfibility, I awoke to 
grief unutterable. Don Jerome, ap- 
prdhenfive that I fhould make an attempt 
oo ; my own life, charged Saint Lau¬ 
rent to watch me with the ftriileft atten¬ 
tion. My defpair now took another 
form: I complained not, I flied not a 
tear) then it was that I formed a refo- 
lution to go and inhabit iome folitude, 
where I might, without controui, deliver 
myfelf up a prey to my aifli&ion. . 

I was defirousof feeing Don Gabriel, 
for I eagerly caught every thing that 
could heighten my defpair. I intreated 
Daft Jerome to bring him, and the next * 
day they came together into my chamber. • 
Don Gabriel feated himfelf upon the fide' 
of my bed. We continued a longtime ■ 
fiknt;. neither of ue : wae able tofpeak. 
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He looked upon me with eyes fwimming 
in tears. * You are very generous, 

4 Monfieur,’ faid I at length, ‘ to vilit 

* a wretch whom you have fo much rea- 

* fomto hate.' 

4 Yon are too miferable,’ replied 
he, ‘ to make it polfible for me to hate 

* you.’ 

* Ah!’ cried I, * tell me, t befeech , 
4 you, every circumftance of my misfor- 
*1111165) leave me ignorant of nothing; 

‘ the explanation I defire of you may 

* poflibly prevent my taking fome mea- 

* iiires which you have an intereft to 

* hinder.’ ' 

* I lhall redouble your affii&ion and 

* my own,’ replied he, * but I cannot 
4 help it. I will latisfy you ; and, in the 
4 recital t am going to make you, you 

* will find you are not the only' perlon 

* to be pitied. Take, then, the incidents 
4 in order as they happened; we lhall 
4 too loon come to the melancholy cata- 
4 ftrophe. 

4 I had never feen Madame de 6ena» 

4 vides till Ihe became my 'filter-in-law* 

* My brother, who had fome affairs of 

* confequence to fettle at Bourdeaux, 

* faw her there, and fell in love with 

* herj and although he had feveral rivals, 

4 whole birth ancfriches were fuperior to 
4 his, yet Madame de Benavides, for 
4 reafons I never could guefa at, prefer- 

* red him to them all. A Ihorttime aft^r 

4 tbrir marriage, he brought her to his % 

* eftate in Bifcay, and there it was that 

* I faw her for the firft time. If her 

* beauty excited my admiration, I was 
4 ftill more charmed with the graces of 
4 her mind, and the extreme fweetnefs 

* of her temper, which my brother put 
4 every day to new trials. However, 

* the paffion I then had for a very ami- 
4 able young perlon, made me believe 
4 that I was fecured from the influence 

* of her charms, which it wa's impolfihle 

* to behold without love: I even de- 

* figned to make ufe of my fifter-in- 

* law's intereft with my brother, to pre- 
*• Vail upon him to confent to our mar- 
c riage. The father of my miftrefs, 

* offended at my brother’s fefufaJ, had 

* given me but a very ihort time to bring 

* him to a compliance, declaring thar, 

4 when it was expired, he would marry 
4 his. daughter to another. 

4 The friemlfhip and efteem which 

* Madame de Benavides expreffed for 
4 me, gave me courage to implore her 
« afliftance. I often went to her apart- 

O o ,% * mcnt. 
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4 raent, withan intention to (peak to her; 

* but die flighted obftacie imaginable 

• refrained me. Mean whiU, me time 

* which had been prefcribed to me drew 

• towards a perimtj, t had received fe- 

* vend letters from my miftrefs, in which 
4 (he preflrd me'to ufe every method to 
4 gain my brother's content. My an- 

* Avers did not fatisfy her: without* 
4 my perceiving it, an air of coldnefs 
4 ran through them, which drew, many 
4 complaints from her$,,thete com plaints 
4 appeared to me to^e unjuft, and I re T 
4 proached lier with it. She now be r 
4 fieved herfelf abandoned; and refenfc- 
4 ment. Joined to the' commands of her 
4 father, determined her to marry the 
4 perfon he propofed. to her. She herfelf, 

4 m a letter (he wrote to me, informed 

4 me of her marriage; (he reproached 
4 me, hut it wasVith tendeinefs; and 
4 concluded wtfh earneftly intreating me 
4 never to fee her more. I had loved 
4 her paflipnatety; I imagined I ftill 
4 loved her, and 1 could not learn that 
4 I had loft her for ever without feeling 
4 a real affiiXihn. I was afraid (he was 
4 unhappy, arid I reproached myfelf 
4 with being the caufe of it. Abforbed 

• with thele reflexions, I continued 
4 walking, in a melancholy manner, in 
4 the little wood which you uted often 
4 to vifit: there I was met by Madame 
4 de Benavides; who, obierving my 
4 une ifinefs, kindly defired .to know the 
4 caufe of it. A fecret repugnance 
4 which I felt within myfelf reft rained 
4 me from telling her: 1 could not re- 

♦ folve to own to her that I had been in 
4 love; but the pleafure of fpeaking to 
4 her of that paflion carried it over that 
4 confederation, All thefe emotions 
4 pafled in my heart without my per- 
4 ceiving the caulej as yet I had not 
4 dared to examine into the nature of 
4 what I feltformy ftfter-in-law. Jre- 
4 latedmy (>017 to her; I (hewed her the 
4 letter which ifabella had wrote me.’ \ 

44 Why did von* not mention this 
« 4 foonertome?’* findMadamedeJtemU 
4 Vides; * 4 perhaps freight have teen able 
4 * to obtain she content of your brother, 
4< though he refuted it to yoii. My God*! 

how much 1 pity you! how greatly ) 
44 am concerned for her! (he, dou briefs,. 
* 4 will be rhiterabte." 

4 The compaflion which Madame de 
4 Benavides exprefled for Ifabella, made 
4 me apprehensive that (he would think 
4 hardly of me, as the ptrfbn who had 


4 made her unhappy. To diminifh, 
4 therefore, this compaflion, I eagerly 
4 told her that the hulband of Ifabella 
4 was a man of birth and merit; that ho 
4 held a Very eonfidcrable rank in the 
4 world; and that it was highly proba- 
4 ble'his fortune would be mil more fo* 
“ You are deceived," anfwered my 
4 lovely fifter-in-law, 44 if you think all 
44 thete advantages can make her happy; 
44 nothing caumakeameiids for the loft 
44 of what one loves. lt is a cruel mif- 
44 /ortunc," added*(he, when we ax* 

. 44 obliged to aX contrary to our ineli. 
44 nation, to comply with our duty/* 

*. 5he fighed levenU times during this 
4 conversation; I even perceived that it 
4 was with difficulty (he retrained her 
' * tears. She left me, (bon afterwards j 
4 I had not power tpfollow her; I re- 
4 mained in a trouble and confufion I 
4 am not able tOrdefcribe, I now for 
4 the firft time perceived, what I had hi- 
4 thertoinduftrioufly concealed from my- 
4 felf, that I was in love with my filler, 
4 in-law, andl thought I could difeover 
4 a fecret paflion in her heart: a thou- 
4 fand circumftances then rulhed upon 
4 my memory, which before I had given 

4 no attention to; her tafte for folitude, 

4 her indifference for all thofe amufe- 
4 ments which make the delight of per- 
4 tens of her fex and age. Her extreme 
4 melancholy, which I had attributed to 
4 my brother’s bad treatment of her, 

4 now teemed to me to proceed from* 
4 another caufe. How many fad «- 

4 fleXions now rote in my mind! I found 

‘ myfelf in love with a perfon whom I 
4 ought not to love, and this perfon’s 
4 heart in the pofleflion of another, 

/ 44 If (he loved nothing," faid I, «« my 
44 paflion, although without hope, would 
44 not be without (Weetnefs: I might 
u pretend to the blefllng of het friend- 
44 ffiip; in that I would place my felicity, 
44 But this friendfhip will not fatisfy my 
44 heart, flnee (he. has., tenements more 
44 tender for another ,7 I was (enfihle I 
f ought tp ufe my utippft endeavours to 
4 vantjuifti a paffionfo dangerous to my 
* quiet, ai ?4 which honour would nos 
4 permit me to entertain. I took a re- 
4 telution to ffy fpw my too lovely 
4 filter; and I retimed to the caflje, to 
f tell my brother tjiat hme affiiirs called 
4 me from him, bm the fight of Madame 
4 de Benavides left me no power to fbl- 
4 low the diftates of myreafbn. All 
1 myrefoiutionsfaniflicd into air; yet, 

? tc* 
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f to fumiflt myfelf with fome pretence 
‘ to continue near her, I perfuaaed my- 
1 felf that I was neceflary to her, in be- 
4 irig fometimes able to calm the tem- 

* -peftuous humour of her hufband, 
4 About this time you arrived: I found 

* in your air and behaviour fomewhat 
4 greatly above the condition you ap. 
4 peared in. 1 treated you with fami- 
4 liarity and kindnefs. I would have 
4 entered into your confidence, and have 
1 made you my friend. My intention 
1 was to prevail upon you afterwardsto 

* draw a pi&ure of Madame de Bena- 
4 vides for me; for, notwithftanding the 
4 delufive reafons my paffion found for 

* flaying with my fitter, yet I reiolved, 

* f«me time or other, to leave the cattle i 
4 but in this reparation, fo juft, fo ne- 

* cefiary, I was willing at leaft to have 

* her pi&ure, The manner in which 
4 you received the advances I made you, 

* (hewed me that I had nothing to hope 

* for from you; and I was gone to bring 

* another painter into the boufe that un- 
4 happy day when you wounded my 

* brother. Judge of my fiirprize at my 
4 return, when I was informed of what 
( had happened I My brother, who was 
4 defperately wounded, kept a gloomy 
4 filence, catting from time to time a 

* terrible look upon Madame de Bena- 
4 vides. As foon as he faw me, he called 
4 me to his bed-fide. 44 Deliver me,” 

* (aid he, 44 from the fight of a woman 
44 who has betrayed me; caufe her to be 
44 conduced to her own apartment, and 
“ give ftrift orders not to fitfter her to 
44 ftir out of it.” 

4 I would have faid fomething againtt 

* this rigorous order to my brother; but 
4 -he interrupted me at the firftword, 

** Do as I defire you,” faid he, 44 or 
44 never fee me more.” I was obliged 
4 to obey; and,-approaching my fifter- 
4 in-law, I in treated her to let me fpeak 
4 to her in her own chamber. 4 4 Let us 
go,” faid fhe, weeping; 44 execute the 
* 4 order you have received.” 

4 Thefe words, which had the air of 
4 reproach, pierced me to the foul: I 
4 durft not make he? any anfwer in the 
4 place we were then in ; but no fooner 
4 had I led her toher chamber, than look* 
4 ing on her with that grief and tender- 
4 nets my heart was full of-** 14 What, 
H Madam,” faid I, 44 do you confound 
41 me with your perfecutor? I, who feel 
44 youi trouble as frnftbly at you d# 
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44 yourfelf ? I, who would facrifice my * 
41 life to fave you ? I grieve to fay it, but 
44 I tremble for you: retire for fome time 
44 to a place of fafety; I will endeavour * 
44 to have you conduced wherever you • 
44 pleafe, provided it is a fecure afylum ; 
44 from your furious hufbamL” 

44 I know not whether Monfieur de * 
u Benavides has any defign to take * 
44 away my life, but I know it is my •- 
44 duty not $o abandon him, and I will 
H fulfil it, though I periib.” Then, • 

4 after afhortpaufe, (he added— 44 1 am 
44 going, by placing an entire con- 
44 ndence in you, togiveyou thegreatdl 
44 mark of my efteem it is in my power 
44 to give; and indeed, the confefiiotiI * 
44 have to make you is neceflary to pie* 

44 ferve yours fqr me. But go and at* 

44 tend your brother; a longer conver* - 
44 fation may make you fufpe&ed by 
44 him; return hither at (bon as you con* « 
44 veniently can.” 

4 I obeyed Madame de Benavides, and 
4 went to my brother's apartment: the 
4 furgeon had vifited him, and defired 
4 that no one might be allowed to com*.' 

4 into his chamber. 1 flew back again 
4 to his wife, agitated with a thouiand 
4 different thoughts; I was anxious to 
4 know what fhe had to fay to roe, and 
4 yet I feared to hear it. She related to 
4 me the manner in which fhe became 
4 acquainted with you, the paffion you 
4 conceived for her the moment you faw 
4 her, the generous facrifice you had 
4 made*her, and fhe did not conceal the 
4 tendernefs with which you had infpired 

4 Ah!* interrupted I, 4 have I then'* 

4 been dear to the moft perfeft woman 
4 upon earth, and have I loft her?* 
This idea filled my foul with fuch tender 
forrow, that my tears, which had hitherto 
been reftrained by the excefs of my de*v 
fpair, began now to ftream in great 
abundance from my eyes. 

4 Yes,’ continued Don Gabriel* with 
a figh, 4 you were beloved. ' Good 
4 Heaven! what tendernefs did I:not dif* 

4 cover for you in her heart 1 Notwith- % 

4 (landing her misfortune^ and the 
4 horror of her prefent fituation, I per- * 

4 ceived that fhe indulged with pleafure 
4 the thought, that heraffe&ion for you 
4 was authorized by what you had done 
4 for her. She confefled to me, that 
4 when I led her into the chamber where - 
• you was painting, fhe knew you; and 
* 4 that 
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* tbit fl>e had wrote to you, to command 

* you to leave the- cattle, but that (he 

* could not find an opportunity to give 
4 you her letter. She afterwards related 
4 tome how her hufband had furprized 

* you together, at the very moment 
T when you was bidding her an eternal 
4 ferewel; that he attempted to kill her, 

* but that you interpofeo, and wounded 
4 him in defending her. 

“ Save this unhappy man,?* added 
4 ftie: 44 you only can preferve. him from 
4< the fate that awaits him; for I know 
u that, ih the fear of expofmg me to the 
'‘draft fufpicion, he willfuffer the moft 
“ cruel death, rather than declare who 
he is.’* 

He is well rewarded for all be can 
fuffer, Madam,** replied I, 44 by the 
41 good opinion you have of him.** 

41 I have owned my weaknefs to you,** 
4 faid fhe; “ but you have teen that, if 
4i I a n not miftrefs of my affe&ions, I 
•* have at leaft been fo of my conduct; 
4 ‘ str.d that I have taken no iteps which 
the moft rigorous virtue could con- 
44 .demn. ,t 

u Alas! Madam,*’ interrupted I, 
ct it is not neceffary that you (hould con- 
“ defeend tojuftify yourtelf to nie. Too 
well am I convinced by my own ex- 
44 perienre, that it is not always in our 
44 power to diipofe of our own hearts: 
**> I will\ife myutmoft endeavours to 
44 obey you, and deliver the Count dt 
44 *Comminge; but, oh! Madam, per- 
mit me toafTure you, that I am more 
** inferable than he is.” 

4 I left the room as I pronounced thefe 

* words, without dat ing to raife my 
4 eyes to Madamede Benavides. I (hut 

* myfelf up in my own chamber, to con- 
4 fider what I had to do. I had already 
4 taken a refolution to deliver you; but 
4 I was doubtful whether I ought not to 
4 fly from the eaftle myieU. The tor- 
•• ments I had fuffered during the reia- 
4 tion Madame de Benavides had made 
4 me, (hewed me tj$e excels of my paf- 

/ 4 (ion for her. It was neceffary that I 
V (hould fupprefs tent intents fo dange- 
4 rous to our virtue; and, in order to 
4 fupprefs themy it was neceflary I (hould 
'Ice her rio more : but it feemed cruel 
4 to abandon her fn fuch a diftrefsfui 
4 ■ fituation 5 to leave her, unprote&ed, in 
4 the hands-of a hufband who believed 

* bimfelf wronged byber; Aftercoir- 
•timwng long irrefoluCfir 1 detejrmaed 

4 at- oiKc to aflift Wfedame de Benavides, 


< and to avoid feeing Her a i touch as 
4 poflible* I could not inform her of 
4 your e&ape till next day: (he termed 
4 to be a little more eafy on your ae- 
4 count; but I thought I could perceive 
4 tliat her grief was uncreated, and I 
4 doubted not blit the declaration I had 
4 made of my tentitnents was the caute, 

* 4 I quitted her immediately, in order 
4 to free her frdm the embarraffment my 
4 pretence threw her into. I was tevc- ( 
4 ral days without teeing her; my bn*. 

4 ther grow worfe, and bis phyrtcia* 

‘ 4 thought him in great danger. I was 
4 obliged to make her a vilit, to acquaint 
4 her with this news, 

4 ‘ If I had loft Monfieur Benavides,” 

4 faid (he, “ in the ordinary methods 
“ of Providence, his death would have 
44 lefs ienfibly affected me; but the part 
“ 1 have unfortunately had in it, makes 
“ it an infupportable affli&ion to me. 

“ I am not apprehenfite of the ill treat- 
“ ment I may meet with from himj I 
“am only afraid of his dying *in a per- 
“ ibafion that I have wronged him. If 
“ he lives, I may hope that he will one 
“ clay be convinced of .my innocence, 

“ and reftore me to his efteem.” 

4< Suffer me. Madam,” faid I, 44 to 
44 endeavour to merit yours; I implore 
44 your pardon for thefe fentiments I 
44 have dared to let you perceive. I was 
4< not able to prevent their birth, or to 
44 conceal them from you; I even know 
41 not whether I can fubdne them, but 
44 I (wear to you that I will never ira- 
44 portune you with them. I had taken 
4 ‘ a refolution to fly from you, but your 
44 inteieit retains me here.” 

44 I confefs to you,” replied Madaroe 
4 de Benavides,. “ that you have given 
“ me great uneafmefs; Fortjune feemed 
44 dclirous of taking from me the con- 
“ folation I have found in your friend* 

“ (hip.” 

✓ 4 The tears (he fhed when (he fpoke to 
4 me were more powerful than oil the ef- 
4 fors of my reatem; I was alhamed of 
4 . having augmented the miteries of one 
4 alicady fo uwhapfpy., 44 No, Madam,” 

4 replied I, “ you (hall never bedepriv- 
44 cxi of that 6 iendfliip you have the 
gcodwdVtafet fotae value upon; and 
44 1 will* endeavour to render myfelf 
41 worthy of yours* by my. fol-citude to* 

4 * make you fovget the extravagaxtet I 
44 haye been guilty of.” 

*f In efltoft, when tlefc her,, I fetal 
‘ myfelf more calm and eafy than I had 

* ever 
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9 tverbeen lined firft beheld her. Far 
9 from tearing her, I endeavoured, by 
9 the refolutions I vowed to take when 

* in her prefence, to furnilh myfelf with 
9 arguments for performing my duty. 

* This method fucceeded; faccuftomed 

* ntyfelf by degreed to redude my fofrtier 
9 fentiments to friendfhip and efteem. 

* I told her ingenuoufly the progrefs I 
9 made in my cure. She thanked Vne 

* for it, as for fome confiderable ferVice 

* I had rendered her; and, to reward me, 

4 gave me every day new marks of her 
€ confidence. Stiff my heart would 
9 fometimes revolt, but reafon always 

* got the vi&ory. My brother, after 

* fcmguifhing a long time, at length be- 

* gan to recover; he would never be 

* prevailed upon to give his wife per- 
9 miffion to fee him, though fhe often 
9 requefted it. He was not yet in a 
9 condition to leave his chamber, when 
9 Madame de Benavides fell ill in her 
9 turn. Her youth faved her this time, 

* and I was full of hope that her illnefs 

* had foftened her hulband's heart; for 

* though he had continued obftinately 
9 refolute not to fee her during his own 

* danger, notwithftanding her eafneft 
9 entreaties, yet he fhewed fome foli- 
•* citude in enquiring for her when fhe 
♦* was ill. She was almoft recovered, 

« when my brother ordered me to be 

* called to him. 

44 I have fome important bufinefs,” 

* faid he, ** yvhich demands my pnj- 
“ fence in Saragoffa: my health will not 
94 permit me to take this journey; Pnruft 
44 intreat you therefore to go in my dead. 
44 I have ordered my eoiupage to be got 
99 ready, and you wilt oblige me; by 
99 fetting out immediately.” 

• The Marquis de Benavides if/ older 
4 than me by a great number of years. 
4 ‘ I have always had the fame refpefr for 

* him as for a father, and he has held 

* the place of one to me. Tielides, I 

* bad no reafon to urge which could 
4 difpenfe with my doing as.hedefired. 

* I was obliged, therefore, to refolve to 
9 go; but I thought this Teadv com- 
c pliance gave me a right to lpeak to 
9 ' nim its favour of Mad ame de Bena- 

* vides. What did I n ot fay to foften 

* him! He appeared to i jat to be fhaken; 

* I even fanciea I faw te? a sin his eyes. 

u t have ldved tdame de Bena- 
94 vides,” faid’ he to me, 44 with the 
94 moft ardent paflion; r it is not yet ex- 


99 tinguifhed in ftiy heart; % 0 t time and 
99 her future conduct can only efface the 
44 remembrance of what I have 

* Tdurft not enter into any difcourfc 
9 with him concerning the caufe of his 

* complaints; that would have a?ahi 

* recalled his fofrmer rage; I only dehred 

* permiflion to acquaint mv lifteNiii- 
9 law with the hopes he had given me. 

* He granted my requeft. This poor 

* lady received the news I brought hCr 
9 with a kind of ioy. 

99 I know,” faid fee, * that I Can 
99 liever be happy with Monfieurde Be- 
44 riavides; but 1 (hall alt lealt have the 
99 confolationof being where my duty 
44 calls me.” 

* After having again aflured her of 

* my brother’s good difpofition to her, 

* I took my leave of her. One of the 
4 chief domefticks of the houfe, in whom 

* I Confided, had promifed to be ftri£Hy 

* attentive to every thing that regarded 

* her, and to give me information. 

* After thefe precautions, which' I 

* thought neceflary, I fet out for Sana- 

* gofla. I had been there fifteen days 

* without having any news from tie 

* caftle, and was beginning to be veiy 

* uneafy at this long filence, when I re* 

9 ceived a letter from the faithful db- 
4 meftiek I 1 mentioned. He informed 
4 me that, three days after my depar- 
9 ture, Mon fieur de Benavides had dif- 
4 charged him, and all the reft of his fer- 

* vants, exceptoneman, whom henamtd 

* to me, and the wife of that man. I 
4 trembled as I read this letter; and, 

4 without troubling myfelf any farther 

* about the bufinefs with which I was 

* charged, I hired poft-horfes to return 
4 to the caftle. When 1 was within a 
4 day’s journey of this place, I received 
4 the fatal news of the death of Madame 

* de Benavides. My brother, who wrote 
9 to me himfelf, appealed fo greatly af- 
4 feffed, that I could not foppofe he had 
9 been acceffary to it. He told me, the 
4 great love he had for his wife had fub- 
4 dued his refentment, and that he was 
9 ready to pardon her when death 
4 (hatched her from him: that fhe had 
9 ivlapfed a fhort time after my depar- 

* ture; and her fever increafing, fhe died 
4 on the fifteenth day of her illnefs. 
4 Since I came hither Co feek femecon- 
4 fetation in the company of Don Je- 
4 rome, I have been informed my bro- 
4 ther is plunged in tht deepeft fad- 

9 nefs; 
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4 nefs; that he fees no one 5 and he his 
* even in treated me to defer feeing him 
4 for fome time. 

4 I find do difficulty in complying 
4 with his requeft,' continued Don Ga¬ 
briel ; 4 thole places in which I have feen 
9 the unfortunate Madame de Benavides, 
9 and where I (hall no more fee her, 
4 would increafe mv grief. Her death 
4 feems to have awakened all my former 
4 fentiment*, and I know not whether 
4 the teat s I Ihcd do not more proceed 
4 from love than friendlhip. I have de- 
4 termined to go into Hungary, where I 
4 hope either to find death in the war, or 
4 to recover the peace I have loft.' 

Here Don Gabriel ceafed to fpeak. 
I was not able to anfwer him but with 
tears; my voice was loft in fighs. Don 
Gabriel alfo wept bitterly: at length he 
, left me, without my being able to utter a 
fingle word. Don Jerome attended him 
. our, and I was left alone. The melan¬ 
choly relation I had juft heard increafed 
ray impatience to fee myfelf in a place 
where I might abandon myfelf, with¬ 
out interruption, to the excefs of my 
grief. 

The defire of executing this fcheme 
battened my cure. After havingheen long 
in a languifhing condition, my wound 
was healed, mv ftrength returned, and 
I found myfelf able in a little time to 
leave the convent. 

The parting between Don Jerome and 
me was on his fide full of tendemefs and 
friendly concern; but the lofs of Ade¬ 
laida had left me infen fible to all other 
imprefiions. I would not acquaint him 
with my defign, left he Ihould endeavour 
tooppol'e it. I wrote to my mother, 
and font my letter by Saint Laurent, 
making him believe that I would wait 
for an anfwer in t|ie place I then was. 

This letter contained an account of 
all that had happened to me fince 1 faw 
her laft. I earneftly afked her pardon for 
leaving her, as I.refolvetl to do, forever. 
I added, that, in tendemefs to her ma¬ 
ternal affe&ion, I chofe to fpare her the 
fight of a miferable wretch, who had 
now nothing left to wilh for but death., 
And, laftly, I conjured her not to make 
any attempts to dilcover the place of mv 
retreat, and .recommended the faithful 
Saint Laurent to her protection. 

When I parted with him, I gave him 
all the money I had about me, referring 
only what was fyfficient to defray my 


expences during my journey. The let¬ 
ter I had received from Madame de Be¬ 
navides, and her picture, which I wore 
next my heart, was all the wealth I was 
pofleffed of. I travelled, with an impa¬ 
tience which hardly allowed me to ftop a 
moment, to the Abbey de la F—. Upon 
my arrival, I demanded the habit of the 
order. The father abbot obliged me to un¬ 
dergo the probationary forms; and, when 
they were finilhed, alkcd me whether the 
wretched diet, ahd other aufterities, did 
not appear more than equal to my 
ftrength ? Abforbed in grief, I had not 
even perceived the difference of my diet, 
and the aufterities he mentioned: ray in- 
fenfibility was taken for a mark of zeal, 
and I was received. 

The certainty I now had that ray 
tears might flow uninterrupted, and that 
I might pafg my whole life in this fad 
employment, gave me fome confolatiou: 
the horrid folitude, the melancholy 
filence that reigned in this doifter, and the 
mortified countenances of all about me, 
left me wholly devoted to that grief 
which was become Co precious to me, 
that it fupplied the place of all I had loft. 

I performed all theexercifesof the doifter 
without thinking of their feverity, for 
every thing was alike indifferent to me. 

I went every day into the thickeft part 
of the wood; there would I read over 
the letter, and gazeon the pi&ure, of ray 
Adelaida; bathe them both with my 
tears; and, repladng them on my heart, 
return with greater weight of grief. 

Three years I led this melancholy life, 
while time neither alleviated my forrow, t 
nor brought the period to it which 1 fo 
earneftly defired; when one morning I 
was fummoned by the tolling of the bell 
to be prefent at the death of one of the 
religious. He was already laid upon the 
alhes ; and the laft lacrament was going 
to be adminiftered to him, when he defiitd 
to fpeak to the father abbot. 

4 Wftat I am going to lay, father,* laid 
the dying penitent, 4 will animate with 
4 new fcrvour all who ihall hear me; 

‘ fince, by methods fo extraordinary, I 
4 have be&i drawn out of the abyfs of 
4 fin and mifery into which I was plung- 
4 ed, and conduced into the port of 
4 falvation. I am unworthy of the name 
4 of brother, with which tbeie holy ce- 
4 ligious have) honoured me: in me you 
^ behold an u ohappy woman, whom a 
4 preface patfhux has led to this fan&ified 
4 place. 
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* place. I loved and was beloved by a 
*^yootig man of a rank equal tomy own : 
*] the mutual hatred .of .our fathers was 

- 4 , an informou n tayeobftacleto our mar* 
4 riage; lwa$ evenobjigad, for the lafety 
c ; of my lover,. tp give * my hand .to 
4 * another perfo&j and,. in the choice of 

* my hufband, I endeavoured dill to 
•- give him proofs of the continuance of 
*i.my paflioo.i The man who could not 
*; be fuppofed to infpire me with any fen- 
4 f intents but thofe .of hatred or con* 
*' tempt, was preferred to .every othe/ 

* whoaddrefied me. becaufe the Sacrifice 
*-1. made him, (hould be compleat, and 
c * that he might have iio caufe for jea- 
4 . loufy*, .The Almighty decreed that a 

* marriage contraXea/with fuch criminal 

* views (houltLpiove a .fource of nailery 
‘ tome. Although I would never af- 

ter confect to lee my lover, yet my 
4 hirfband and he met, and wounded 
4 "each other hefore my eyes. Terror 

* and grief threw me into.a violent ill- 
4 nefs. I was fcarcely recovered, when 

* my hitfband (butane up in a private 
4 apartment of his caftle, and caufed it 
! to be reported that I was dead. 

- 4 t I continued two years in that me- 
f.lancholy confinement, with no other 
*- confolation than what tjie companion of 

* her who daily brought toe my food af- 
4 forded me. My hulbknd, potfatisfied 

* with the mifcries he indited on me, 

* had the cruelty to infult me ui)der 
4 them. O my. God! what do I fay ! 

* Dare I accufe of cruelty thennftrument 

* thou waft pfeafed to make ufe of for 

* my punilhmeot ? Thefe ; afflictions did 
‘ hot bring me tp a juft fenfeof the ex r 
4 travagances of my conduXs inftead of 
f weeping for my faults, I wept only 
,* ior my loyer,. 

^ The death, of Jny tulband fet me at 
4 liberty. The woman who ferved me, 

4 being the onjy perfen who kpew the 
4 truth of my condition, came to open 
4 the doors pf.my-prifou, ?nd informed 
4 me that I had palled for dead from 
4 the momentJentered it, Notdpubt- 
4 ing but the trodmcpt jhad,/net with 
4 from my hulbapd bad g»vep rife to 
4 very unfavourable fufpicions o{my vir- 
4 tue, I deliberated whether jt was not 
, 4 neceflary I (hpukLpafs the reft of my 
4 day* in .a convent * and I was con- 

* firmed in this .dcfign, whtyi I learned 
4 that the only»perlpr> who could retain 
4 me in the world had not been heard of 
4 for a long time. I dilkuifed myfelf 

. VOL. II. 
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4 in the habit of a man, that I mightr 
i leave the caftfe without being known.* 

4 The convent to which I refolved to- 
4 retire was that in. which I was edu- 
€ . cated, and is but a few leagues dil- 
4 tajat from hence,. I was travelling 
4 to jt„ when the folitarinefs of tins.place 
4 , ft liking my imagination as I palled by, 

4 I alighted from my chaife, in ol der to 
4 indulge my lad reflexions a few mo- 
* ments; a iecretinapulfe, which I could 
4 not refift, led me into your chapel. 

4 Scarce had I entered, when, among 
4 thfe voices, that fung the praifes of our 
4 Lord, I diftinguimed one too well ac- 
4 cuftomed to reach my heart. I thought 
4 at firft that my difordered imagination 
4 bad deceived me by a fancied refem- 
4 blancej but when I approached, not* 

4 withltanding tfiealteratibn which time, 

4 grief, and the aufterities of a cloifter, 

4 had made in his countenance,. I iin- 
4 mediately knew that lover fo dear to 
4 my remembrance. 

4 Great God! whsft became of meat 
4 this light! What were the cruel agi*- 
4 tations of my mind! Far from praifuig 
4 the Almighty for calling hin\ to fo 
4 holy a profeflion^I blafphemed again ft 
4 him for having deprived ipe of Ifinx 
4 ,You puniflted not my impious, mur- 
4 murs* O my God' and you made ufe 
4 of my own fully and raifery to draw 
4 me to yourlelf! i t ) 

4 I was not able £0 leave ? place which 
4 inclofed ..what I loved; and, that we 
4 might no more be fep^rated, ,1 dif* 

4 chained my guide, and prelented my- 
4 felf, father, to you. Received by the 
4 eagernefs I difeo vexed to be admitted 
4 into your cloifter, you received me 
4 willingly. Alas! „wbat were tlie dif- 
4 pofitions I brought. to ypqr holy 
4 exercifes! A heart filled with a pro- 
4 fane paflion, and every thought em- 
4 ploy eel on.the dear objeX.of it’s (cniler- 
. 4 nefs j. ,. ;. 

4 . The Almighty, whp, by abandon- 
4 Jog me to ‘my, wild afte^uins,, would 
4 give me-greater.caufe for humbling 
4 myfelf one day before him, doubt lei’s 
4 permitted thofe imppiloped delights 
4 which .1 tailed in breathing ( tlie lame 
4 . air, and living ,ip the fame houfe, with 
4 him I. loved. I followed him every 
4 where ;; I .alfifted him in his labours 
4 as much as.my ftrongtb wppld allow, 

4 and* in thofe moments I thought njy- 
4 l’elf over- paid for all tha^ I had fiiffer- 
4 ed; butv*t my imprudent tendernefs 
P p 4 did 
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4 did not carry me fo far as to make my. 

4 felf known to him. But what was 
4 the motive that hindered rtie ? The fear 

• of difturbing the quiet of him forwhoni 
4 I had loft my own. But for this fear, 

4 I fhould, perhaps, have attempted to 
4 fnatch from God a foul which I be- 
4 lieved wholly devoted to him. 

• 4 Two months are now elapfed,fincei 
4 in obedience to a regulation of our 
4 befly founder, who was defirous, by a 
4 continual idea of death, to fan&ify the 

• lives of his religious, we have been ob- 
4 liged each to dig his own grave. I fol- 
4 lowed as uitial him to whom I was at- 
4 tached by ties fo (hameful. The fight 
4 of his grave, the ardodr with which 
4 he dug it, pierced my heart with fuch 
4 an excels of Toitow, that I was obliged 
f to leave him, and retire to the moft 
4 unfrequented part of the wood, to givfc 

• free courfe to my tears. From that 
4 moment I was in continual appre- 
4 henfions of lofing him; rhe idea of his 
4 death was ever prefen t to my mind; 

4 my tenderness increafed; I followed 
4 him every where ; and, if I was fome 
4 hours of the day without feeing him, 

4 I feared I (hould never fee him more. 

4 But now the happy moment arrived 
4 when God was pteafed to draw me to 
4 himfelf. I went, with the man my foul 
f fo fondly loved, into the foreft, to get 
4 wood for the ufe pf the houfe. After 
4 (bine time fpent in this employment, 1 
4 perceived that my companion had left 
4 me: anxious and uneafyat his abfence, 
4 I could not help going to feek for him. 
4 After having wandered through greAt 
4 part of the foreft, I faw him it length 
4 in one of the moft retired pai ts of if, 
4 employed in gazing eameftly upon 
4 fomething he had taken from his bo- 
4 loin: he was,in fo profound a reverie, 
4 that I came up clofe to him, and had 
4 leifure to look upon what he held in 

* his hand without his perceiving me. 
4 How great was my aftoniftiment wfyen 
4 I faw it was my own j>i&ure! 

4 I was fenfible that, far from enjoy- 
4 ing that quiet t had been fo unwilling 
4 to interrupt, he was, like me, the mife- 
4 rable victim of a criminal paffion, I 
4 faw the powerful band of God ready 

* to fall upon him; that fatal pafiion 

* which I nad carried with me even to 
4 the foot of his altar, feemed to hare 
4 drawn the vengeance of Heaven upon 
4 him who was the obje& Of it. 
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4 Tull of this terrifying idea, I came to 
4 proftrare myfelf before thole altars; I 
4 implored of God my own conversion, 

4 in order to obtain that of my Iovct. 

4 Yes, O my God! it was for him 
4 that I offered up my Applications to' 

4 thee; for him I (bed tears of ctmorfe 
4 and grief; it was the defir? of htaTal- 
4 ration that brought me to thee. Thou 
4 hadft companion upon my weakheft; 

* my prayer, profane as it was* thou 
4 did ft not reie&; my heart became fen- 
4 fible of the healing power of thy grace { 

4 from that blifsful moment I . “Pfe- 
4 rienced the peace Of a foul wftieh is 
4 with thee* and defires only thee; thou 
4 waft pleaded to purify me by fuffer- 
4 ings; I was feized with ficknefs loon 
4 after. If the partner of my wild af- 
4 fe&ions ftill groans under tne weight 
4 of his profane paftion, let him caft his 
4 eyes upon me ; let him view the wretch 
4 whom he has fo madly loved; let him 
4 reflect upon that tremendous moment 
4 to which I am now arrived, and td 
4 which he (hall (hortly arrive. O! let 
4 him feek God, ere he has filenced hi£ 

4 mercy toliftenonly tohisjuftice ! But 
4 I feel the time of my laft fatcrifice arp- 
4 proaching. I befeech thefe holy re- 
4 ligidus to offer up their prayers for 
4 my departing foul: I humbly intreat 
4 their pardon for the offence I have 
4 given them, and 1 acknowledge my* 

4 lelf unworthy to partake of their fe- 
4 pulchre.’ 

The found of that adored voice, now 
undifguifed, and always prefent to mV 
remembrance, made me know Adelaida 
at the firft words (he pronounced. What 
language cam convey an idea of what I 
then felt! All that the moft ardent lovd, 
all that the tendered companion, all that 
the moft poignant grief and wildeft de- 
fpair, could infyire, tore my diftra&eB 
foul that moment. I was proftrate on 
the ground, like the other religious, 
while (he was fpeaking: the fear of lofing 
any one of her words reftrained my cHe&; 
but when I found that, in uttering the 
laft, (he had expired, the houfe echoed 
with my agonizing fhrieks. 

The religious, running to me, raif&i 
me from the ground; I tore myfelf o£t 
of their arms, flew to the corpfe of Ade¬ 
laida, and kneeling dowri befide it, I 
bathed one of her hfelefs hands with nSy 
tears. 4 1 have loft yoto, then, X fecomt 
4 timC| my Adelaida*.' cried 1 , 

4 and 
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* and I hive loft you for ever ! What, 
« have*you beeniofong With me, and 

* did not ipy. ungrateful hedrt ScknoWr 

* ledge you ? But we Will never more be 

* leparated: Death,' addWl I, folding 
her m my irms, * Death, lefs cruel than 
4> my inexorable father, lhall now, ifi 

* fprte of him, unite us for ev^rP ' 

True piety is never fevere. f The fa¬ 
ther-ab^ot moved at this fight, endea¬ 
voured, by the tendereft condolences and 
the mo ft holy exhortations, to foften my 
grief, and prevail on me to abandon 
the corpfefor Adelaida, which I held faft 
locked in my arms, binding me deaf to 
all he could urge, he Was obliged to ufe 
force j they dragged me from the lovely 
body into my own cell, whither the 
father-abbot followed me: he ftald with 
she the*whole night, vainly attempting 
to calm'my mind; my defpair was in- 
creafcd by - the confolations he offered 
me.'' ! " 

* Give me Adelaida!* faidl; « why 

* hhive you' fep&rated us ? O, why 'did 

* hot my foul take it’s flight with hers ? 

* Alas 1 l ean live no longer in a place 

* where I have loft her, and where flic 
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* fiifferedfo many miferies. Permitme,* 
added !; throwing mylelV a't his feet; 

4 permit me to leave this rloifterj what 
< will you do with "a miferable Wretch 

* Whore defpair will trouble your repofe ? 

* Softer me to retire to fomfe other foli- 

* tude, there to wait for a final end to 

* all my forrows. My deiar Adelaida 
4 will obtain of God that my penitehde 
4 and prayers may be effe&ual for my 
4 falvaiiori. And, oh! father, do not 

* refute hiy laftrequeft; promife me thft 

* the fame tomb mall unite our afhes; 

* and I, in return, engage not to hafteh 

* that moment which my foul fo ardently 

* pants after.’ ‘ 

The father-abbot, moved with com* 

paftionformy misfortunes, and perhdps 
defirous of removing from the eyes of 
his religious an objeA which gave 10 
much icandal to their piety, granted my 
requeft, and promifed to do wliat F de- 
fired. I left the convent that moihent, 
and came to the folitary wild f now in¬ 
habit j where I have lived fe^eraiytarS, 
w th no other c6pibfatidn than that bf 
weeping for what 1 have loft. 4 ' 


CAROLINE. 


I J^tn not of many words, and un¬ 
ited to lengthen any difcoiirte by 
hiimMe apologies, or prefacing reflec¬ 
tions; therefore can fay nothing by way 
of introdu&ion to the following nar¬ 
rative: tenfation imprefled it on my me¬ 
mory, hnd an ipiputie df mournful re¬ 
collection prompts me to relate it. It 
may, probably, amufe the ctirious, or 
draw a tear from fhe tender-hearted. 
For the ftke of the latter, I wifli it were 
lefs trtie. 

It is my cuftom to pay an annual vifit 
’ to an old friend of mine, a refpe&able 
clergyman in the county of S—, and 
vicar ef the place where he refides. His 
family' has, for fome years, confifted 
only of himfelf, his wife, two daugh¬ 
ters, and a younger fon; the others (for 
he had fCveral more) being married, or 
placed*in the world for themfelves. Two 
of his eldeft fon’s children, Edward and 
\yilliam, form the little groupe at his 
vicarage. 

My friend, like every child of mor¬ 
tality, has had his portion of happineis 
and farrow. The fyn of profperity 


gilded the morning of his hopes, but it 
loon fet in the evening of adverlity. He 
was laying up a little fortune for nif fa¬ 
mily, but ill-luck baffled his endeavours* 
The fickle goddels, of whom fo many 
complain, feems now more kind to him; 
and he enjbys a medium independence, 
fufficient for the comforts, but not tjie 
fuperfluities, of life: yit Poverty never 
flies ip vain, and Diftrefs wipes the tear 
from her cheek as Ihc leaves the door pf 
his dwelling; the bleflings of the popr 
ever follow him, for his finding bene¬ 
volence gives joy to the faint-hearted* 
He is grown grey in the fervice of his 
God, the fupport of his family, and tpe 
relief of his fellow* creatures. The cop- 
feioufnefs of a life well (pent is feated 
with benignity in his eye; and, if a 
Raphael would with to unife gooduefs, 
chearfulnefs, and humility,, in the fame 
portrait, my friend could fupply hip* 
with the original in himfelf. 

His wife refembles moil ladies wha 
received their education fifty years agp* 
I have the higheft refpeft for her currant* 
wine; and would not utter a word 'to her 
P p a - ** - diljia. 
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jlifparagenient. She is, indeed, an exi 
client houfewife, a kind mother, and 
A truly good womari. > 

His ion George, the youngeft of the 
fanvil y, a fine lad about l'eventeen, he 
<*k6grts for the church, having been pro*, 
miied his preferment in that line;* and 
it now preparing him for the univerfity, 
Amelia, the eldeft at home, was the 
beauty of the village before (he was 
ffteen.’ She was unufually tall of her 
i age>; of a majeftick arid upright deport- 
.mcnt-i by fotne called haughtinefs and 
Aifumied iuperiority: it was, however j 
her nature,- She poffelTed quick pene- 
.tfation> and (bund judgment. Theie 
qualifications grew with^ her growth, 

* and ^lengthened with. her ftrength;’ 
4 fo that (he was foon feared as a wit, and 
^dreaded in an argument, Amelia had 
a ta|te for the learned fcietices, philo- 
fophy, aftronomy* and geography; and, 

.as my friend, gaye hi*thiidren ; thebeft 
education the country afforded, (he is 
now a compleat mijtydVof thole three. 
6he poflefles many M the Ibfter virtues; 
though, in the phrafe of the village, (he 
is a ‘hnelady.*' Her eminent abilities 
have procured her many enemies, and 
proved the truth of Mr. Pope’s maxim— 

• i 

* Envy does merit, as it’s (hade, purfue ; 

, * And, like a diadow, proves the hibftance 
, ’ « true.* 

Caroline, my god-daughter Caroline, 
the fad heroine of my (lory, .at the time 
I write this, is juft nineteen* feveral 
' years younger .than her lifter, and a few 
inches lower. I faw her, when (even- 
teen, a plump, round, giddy girl* lively, 
carelefs, arid light-hearted. Her fine 
, brown eyes fparkled with vivacity, yet 
would frequently give tokens of latent 
fenfibility. The rofe of health bloomed 
on her cheek, the gaiety of her heart 

* dimpled every feature, and the fweetnefs' 
of good-humour was ditfufed over her 
Avhole countenance. I am of opinion 

. wit^ that author who fays—■« A wo- 

* man’? drefs is as chara&eriftickof her 
J ‘ dUpofition as the lineaments of the 
< 4 face;* at leaft, it was fo with Caroline: 

berjiat, with little decoration, was put 
Cm ope fide; her handkerchief thrown 
lightiy.acrofs-her (houlders, at once ex- 
ptemveof fnnplicity and eaft*. She early 
difplayed a tafte for painting and mufick; 

* and, though (he poflefled a lively ima¬ 
gination and quick coniprchenfion, for 

* * / 


want of application, made byt little 
progrefs in either. . > 

The fifters. characters, I have fome- 
times thought, were pleafently con* 
traded. Though I reflected-the iu peri or 
fenfe of Amefja, and liftened to it with 
veneration, I have felt an agreeable relief 
At the innocent vivacity of Caroline. 
.The conyerfation of the .one was. fententi- 
ous, ferious, and correct; that of the other* 
trifling, fprightly, and unftudied. The 
one, at firft jight, commanded refpebt 
and admiration; but thofe whom hqf 
beauty and fenfe had charmed* nqt tin- 
frequently feared, the power of her judg¬ 
ment, or the (e vejityof her wit. The 
other generally efcaped obfervation by 
the fide of her lifter j or, if noticed, wa? 
treated only with playfulnefs. JThe few 
.whom (he attra&ed never could deferibe . 
’the charm (he poffefled; it. was q fome r 
thing of falcination in her voice, in her 
fmile, or in hef eye.: \ 

Such was Caroline, when there carat 
to refidein the fapae village ope .whom I 
(hall call Albert., He was a man of high 
birth family, who,had {injured * 
handibme independency in exp.nfive 
leafures and heedlefs generofity, though 
e was then not thirty. Some disap¬ 
pointments ;in life, but particularly one 
in his tendered withes, had inducea him 
U> feek jebef . in retirement until fortune 
(hould prove more favourable. Thefe 
difappointments had caft a gloom over 
his countenances and given a fternnefs 
to his manner; yet his features, were 
handfom*, ai\d- his perfon was elegant* 

* but he carried an inventory of his beft 
f graces in,his mind;* for he was’ a real 
chriftian, a fcholar, and a gentleman. 
By the vulgar he was’ fometimes con¬ 
sidered as alittle difordered in his mind; 
for he has been Beard talking to himfelf, 
ond feen, talking by moonlight in uri- 
frequented paths. Even the furgeon 
and apothecary of the village faid he had 
oblervecF his eyes, which were dark, 

* quick, and penetrating; talked of fymp- 
toms> ufed many technical terms, and 

. gave feme hints on infanity. This gaini- 
' ed much ppon the opinion of others, for 
the doftor was efteemed a man of deep 
penetration, and vaft profeilipnal know¬ 
ledge : he took fnuff with - a bttpming 
gravity, walked 1 with a g6]d-headed 
; cane r had a folemp length of face, and 

* wore a large wig—but he was nophy- 
liognomift, 

* My friend’s ftmily wafs'as refpeclable 

. ' * 
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as any, though not the ricbeft in the vil¬ 
lage*. His grotto in fummer, and his 
£ 10 -fide in winter, were the pleafanteft 
of any. Albert was charmed with the 
natural refinement, the eafy hofpitality, 
and chearful fimplicity, of their man¬ 
ners, with the affectionate harmony that 
prevailed among them} and never quit¬ 
ted their fociety without perceiving hira- 
felf wifer, better, and happier. Un* 
influenced by the opinion of others, they 
oonfefled tbemfelves equally pleafed with 
him, and treated him with all the refpeft 
due. to, merit and misfortune. As he 
. ever; met with an unfeigned welcome, 
his vifits became more frequent and long. 
The children would climb up his knees 
fdr a dory, and his fociety diffufed new 
vivacity over the little circle. He dif- 
continued his acquaintance with the reft 
of the villagers ; and, ,a$ they felt fome 
envy at the preference (hewn to the vi¬ 
car's family, they declared him more 
eccentrick than ever. Sly whifpers be¬ 
gan to circulate^ and they cafily attribut- 
. ed to love what.was in reality the effeft 
of friendfbip} .for Sophia was ftill in his 
“heart, and his affeftions were devoted 
to her alone* He fometimes read to my 
friend's daughters; converted on phi r 
Sofhphy and polite literature with the 
eldeft; and inftm&ed the other in nmfick, 
in which fpience he was a proficient. His 
manner by degrees grew familiar to 
them, and no longer appeared reftrained 
or auftere; it even acquired a foftnefs 
which at>£rft they thought it incapable 
of. H*s. fine dark eyes would often be 
lighted up with chearfulnefs and intel¬ 
ligence, or b^uuwith benevolence and 
good-humour: in fhort, they always ex^ 
preffed whatever difpofition his heart ad¬ 
mitted. When, m converfing with 
Caroline, he would lay afide all his feve- 
rity, and treat her with the playfulnefs 
of a brother; would call her his * little 
* girl-rfhis Caroline would chide her 
long, loud laogh, and bid her look ieri- 
ous;r.fhe, at fir ft, laughed louder, and 
difregarded his admonitions« .. 1 n time, 
fbe became more, attentive to. his coover- 
fation) read the books he recommended, 
and i4arne.d no mu fide, hut of. his appro¬ 
bation: (he called him her Mentor, and 
her mind feemed forraipg to his induc¬ 
tions. Her friends were s pleafed with 
; the alteration in her mind and manner, 
for file ufed to he too heedlefs, and too 
impetuous, to be.accomplifhed. She 
now rofe early, fat long, and. was un¬ 


remitting in her afMuities for improve- 
ment; would talk of Albert on every 
occafion. If her guittar was unftrung, 
ike wifhed for Albert; when {he had 
compleated a drawing, fhe wifhed Al¬ 
bert to fee it; in reading, fhe wifhed for 
Albert's opinion. She would li(ten at¬ 
tentively whenever he was mentioned, 
and was ODce known fuddenly to leave 
a party where fhe, had heard him dil- 
Commended: fhe wondered how fhe had 
ever laughed at him, and endeavour 4 
to compenfate for it by every token of 
refpe£t. At length, the rofe faded on 
her cheeks; her vivacity forfook her, oc 
only returned by flafhes which foon died 
away; and her health feemed decliniltg. 
Change of air was recommended, and 
fhe went to fome friends about fifty 
miles diftant. They attempted, by 
gaiety, to reftore her to health; but her 
ipiritwas.no longer formed for it. With¬ 
out Amelia, without Albert, novelty 
loft it's charm, and pleafure fatiatetL 
At the expiration of two months, fhe 
returned to the vicarage, wearied, bur 
not benefited. The light of home gave 
her new fpirits, and fhe repaid the wel¬ 
come qf her family with a true delight. 
During her vifit, fhe reje&ed the ad- 
dreffesof a young man of fafhion, fa¬ 
mily, and fortune. This circumltance 
excited fufpicions of a prior attachment". 
Her parents queftioned her upon it; but 
fhe evaded the acknowledgment of any 
partiality, by fay ing that her refufal of 
.him proceeded from dillike.. 

Amelia, who tenderly loved Caroline, 
and whole penetrative eye had marked 
her behaviour towards Albert; with the 
gentlenefs of a filler, requefted from her 
-the candour of a friend. Affe61ion then 
produced a declaration which duty could 
not. Her. fear, (he acknowledged, that 
Albert would be forbid thehoufe, as an 
invader of henpeace, had prevented that 
frankpefs her parents had a right to ex- 
pe£l; and that, as he never fought, by 
any particular afliduities, to gain that 
heart her unguarded funplicjty had yield¬ 
ed him,, it would, have been an a£t of 
injuftice had fhe expofed him to the con- 
fequences of a confeflion to her father. 
Befides, fhe knew, that .Albert would 
defpife her for her folly; and therefore , 
. fhe hoped he might always remain a 
. ftranggr to it. . > 

Amelia endeavoured to prove,' by ar¬ 
guments of reafon, the impropriety o‘f 
her attachment. His heart wa9 devoted 
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to another; ?nd, eyeo if it were not, his 
high birth and large expectations were 
lumcient to convince her that he would 
ot ftoop to an alliance with a family fq 
umble as theirs. * I have thought of 
4 all this, my dear Amelia,' faid Caro¬ 
line; 1 and though it was a painful effort 

• at fir ft to refign thole chimeras of hap- 

• pinefs I had formed, it was at laft a 

• fuccefsful one, I know I fhall never 
4 marry Albert; but I hope I fhall be 
4 excufed for refufing any other man: 

4 Could I but for ever fee him as fre- 
4 quently as I do now, and at this little 
4 vicarage, I would not wifh for a change 
4 either of fociety or of i'cene.' After 
this converfation, nothing more was faid 
on the fubjeCl. Albert was pleafed to 
fee Caroline again, and his vifits were 
jmore frequent than before. He read to - 
them while they worked, or fung with 
Caroline to her guittar. She was natu¬ 
rally chearful; add her vivacity foon re¬ 
turned, though not with it's former tm- 
petuofity: her difpofition was naturally 
eafy; and happineis, ere long, dwelt 
again in her bofom. 

When he drew his chair next hers; in 
the earneftnefs of converfation, laid his 
hand on her arm; and, in the playful- 
inefs of mirth, touched her cheek— 

• . —* A thoufand blufhing apparitions 

4 Would ftart into her face; a thoufand in- 

‘ nocent frames, 

4 In angel whitenefs, bear away thofe blulhes.* 

When, at his requeft, fhe took up her 
guittar, fhe touched it with a tender, 
tremulous tone; and her voice affumed 
a plaintive foftnefs of which it was ’in¬ 
capable before. 

A little painting of hers lay one day 
on the table, confuting of a few wild 
flowers thrown carelefsly together. Al¬ 
bert took it up, praifed it's iimplicity, 
faid it was em blematical of Love, and 
requefted it of her. A fhort time after, 
fhe afked him for it, that fhe might take 
a copy. He had written * Caroline* 
under it. She killed the name with rap¬ 
ture; then blufhed when fhe recollected 
it was her own. She gave him the exaft 
copy, wrote Caroline in'the fame hand, 
and kept the other. It had been in his 
poffeflion; he had looked at itj had 
touched It, and it was ineftimahly de^r 
to her. What trifles affeCt us! On how 
flender a thread does our happinefs or 


mifery depend! How fine is the texture 
of the human heart! ' ' , 

Weeks and months patted on in this 
happy ftate of chearful tranquillity; when 
a rich relation of Albert’s dying, left 
him in poffeflion of an affluent fortune. 
He took leave of the vicar's family, but 
hot without a pang which philofophy 
could not prevent, of fortitude Fupprefs; 
and hade an entirfe adieu to the village: 
They all lamented his abfence, but Ca¬ 
roline felt it* with the keeneft fenfibility. 
4 She pined in thought.' Every thing 
became fad or indifferent, fince he who 
formerly gave them enjoyment was far 
diftant. 7 Her guittar was ever out of 
tune, and her paintings wanted frefh- 
nefs. She would fometimes read at the 
requeft of Amelia: but her attention had 
quite forfook her; and books fatigued 
her fpirits, without amufirig her mind. 
She feldom fung, For her voice had loft 
all it’s . power. Her friends perceived 
her declining health and fpirits with deep 
regret. ‘ Amelia would ’ endeavour t6 
foothe her by kindfnefs, or comfort her 
by advice: in the firft fhe liicceeded, 
but htr dil’order was too deep for counfel. 
Albert fometimes wrote to the father; 
and, for Tome days after the receipt of 
His ‘letters,"Caroline feemed Snore chear¬ 
ful and happy; For fhe loved to hear of 
him—to think of him. A few months 
after his departure, intelligence arrived 
that he was married. It was foon con¬ 
firmed by a letter from himfeif. He re- 
fided in $ diftant country, and was 
united to Ms Sophia. Their attachment 
had long been mutual, and the former 
objection of her relations arofe entirely 
From his want of fortune. 

' This was an e^ent’ which poor Caroline 
was wholly unprepared to meet: it came 
like a thunderbolt upon her pcace; and 
crufhed every profptCt of future felicity, 
as th'ediftance ofhisrefidencedeftroyed 
her hope of eVer feeing him again! She 
was not furprized, when (he reflected, 
that he wa^ married; but the had never 
before thought of it, and every fudden 
occurrence agitated her. ’rfer tender 
frame could not fupport this (hock, and 
flie funk under it’s weight.* Change 
of fcfcne was again rccortimended, but 
fhe begged fhe might be fuffered to re¬ 
main atthe vicarage; there every thing 
was familiar, there every thing was dear 
to iler, apd no’ other place could afford 
her aqy comfort. She feldqift/after this 

trtn t. 
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•vent, mentioned tit namk; and ter 
friends were careful to avoid it: but it 
is evident the has not forgot him; for his 
fyiiniature, which (he took in happier 
days, (he now wears conftantly in her 
boiom. , , 

In ray laft vifit to my friend, ray firft 
enquiry was after Caroline. Hopes of 
her recovery were all over; (he was de¬ 
clining rapidly. Her unobtrufive me¬ 
lancholy interefted every obferver. As 
her health, declined, her temper Teemed 
to acquire a more chearful ferenity, the 
jnefiilt of confcious innocence and reli¬ 
gious hope. She was always fond of the 
fociety of children, and never fparing 
of her pocket-money in buying them 
playthings and gingerbread. She is now 
particularly attached to them, and de¬ 
votes mod of her time to their amufe- 
ment.. * My poor girt,* ftud he, * is 
4 fomewhere in the garden with her 
* nephews.* We went to feek her; and 
the impreffion her figure made on my 
tnind will never be erafed from it—fo 
very different from that of the bloom¬ 
ing, the giddy Caroline, I had Teen two 
years before-—for (he was abfent when I 
made one of my vifits. She was fitting 
on a bank, with the little boys beiide 
her, for whom (he was making feftoons 
of (lowers, to ornament their favourite 
wicker-feat. She was drefled in a white 
loofegpwn, with a blue fafh; and a plain 
draw hat, tied under her chin with a 
Iribband of the fame colour. Her dark 
hair hung in profufe negligence over her 
ihoulders; a pale melancholy clouded 
her countenance, and a pen live fweet- 
nefs gleamed in her eyes. She rofe with 
a feeble grace, at my approach, , to wel¬ 
come me; but immediately after turned 
to the children, and purfued her employ¬ 
ment. As I walked forward with my 


friend, I boiild not help thinking of thole 
beautiful lilies ih Mallet's ballad of Wil¬ 
liam and Margaret, a* applicable ttf 
Caroline— 

< Her bloom was like the fpringing flow'r* 

‘ That lips the diver dew; 

‘ The rofe was budded in her cheek, 

‘Juft op'nipg to the views 

* But love had, like the canker-worm, 

* Confum'd her catty prime; 

* The roft grew pale, and left her cheek—* 

* She idied before her time !* 

The laft line will, I fear, too foon 
compleat the defcriptiori. 

Being called out of the parlour one 
evening during my vifit, as I pafted by 
the door of the ftudy, I heard a low, Tweet 
voice. There was fomething celeftial in v 
the found. I ftonped—I liltened. It 
was the voice of Caroline, who had 
ftolen out of the room loon after tea, ana 
was repeating to Edward and William 
the pathetick ftofy of the Three Children 
in the Wood. As I returned, (he waf 
beginning another tale of the Giant and 1 
the jDwarf. 

The day on which I bacle them farewel, 
was to be that of the funeral of a ipar- 
tow, which the Ijttle boys had Fed with 
too much kindnefs. Caroline was em¬ 
ployed in making a paper coffin, lined 
with black; add preparing mimick fa¬ 
vours for the beaiers and attendants* 
Some children in the village were invited 
to make up the grand proceffion; and 
Amelia was requefted to write an epi* 
taph. 

Such now is Caroline! A fad inftanti 
of unrequited love; but a fair examplo 
of religious patience under the prefluip' 
of affti£tiop, and chearful refignation to 
the will of the Almighty! 


THE 

HISTORY OF FREDERICK BARTt£t. 


REDBRICK Bartlfct was the 
Ton of a worthy clergyman in 
Shropfhire, whofe fituation was not 
equal ro his merit, his living being an 
ihcOnfiderable one, not worth more than 
fixty pounds a year; but he difeharged 
Ihe duties of his function in a mod fefc- 
impfery manner, and derived frbm con* 


feious viVtue a degree of happineft 
which ft is beyond the power of rank or 
fortune to beftew. He educated hit 
fon Frederick with great-care; refolving, 
as he could not give him wealth, to en¬ 
deavour to fupply that deficiency by 
cultivating his undemanding, and train¬ 
ing him tpthe love and practice of vir¬ 
tue ; 
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tpc ; being of opinion, that it is not eafy 
ffj r a wile and virtuous man to be un¬ 
happy in any iituation. 

Frederick continued under* the care of 
Jiis father till he was about eighteen; 
when it being neceffary that he foould 
engage sn fome method of procuring a 
fubiiftence for himfelf, he was removed 
to London,’and placed in a merchant’s 
compting-hotife. Here, notwithftend- 
ing that inclination for literature which 
his education had naturally infpired in 
kim, he applied himfelf clofely tp the 
ftudy of the theory and pra&ice of com¬ 
merce ; apd made himfelf eminently 
ufeful to Mr. Thornton, the merchant 
with whom he lived, and whofe confi¬ 
dence he loon acquired. He diftinguilhed 
himfelf by that diligence and punctua¬ 
lity which gre fo important in the mer¬ 
cantile chara&er, and was feldom feen 
at thofe fafoionable places of levity and 
difiipation which are fo numerous in 
fhe capital and )t’s neighbourhood. 

He did not, however, entirely confine 
himfelf to the drudgery of buGnefs ; he 
allowed himfelf hours of relaxation; and 
was not without his pleafures, but they 
were moderate and rational, and attended 
Swith little expence. He entirely ap¬ 
proved the obfervation of afenfible writ* 
er, that * The molt exquifite, as well 
as. the molt innocent, of all enjoyments, 
are luch as cdft us lead; reading, fiefh 
air, good weather, fine landfcapes, and 
the beauties of nature: thefe afford a 
very quick relifh while they laft, and 
leave no remorfe when over.’ 

Thus did Frederick pafs his hours, 
either diligently engaged in bufinefs, or 
relaxing himfelf by fuch amufements as 
were not unworthy of a reafonable being; 
when his tranquillity was difturbed by 
a circumftance, which, though it was 
not unattended with pleafing fenfations, 
was a fource of great difquiet to h m. 
Mr. Thornton had an only daughter, 
who, during the time that Frederick 
had been in London, bach been almoft 
entirely at a boarding-fehool, or with 
an aunt in the country; fo that he had 
not had many opportunities of feeing 
her. But (he now came to refide wholly 
with her farher, for her mother had been 
'dead fome years. She was a moft ami¬ 
able and accomplifhed young lady, about 
nineteen years of age; and, though not 
a perfeft beauty, her features were ex¬ 
tremely agreeable, and her whole figure 
was uncommonly engaging. 


In confequence of Frederick’s fita- 
ation, fie could not avoid frequently 
feeing Mifs Thornton; and it is dange¬ 
rous for young people of different fexes to 
be too much with'each other. The young 
lady foon made a deep impreffion oak is 
heart; and foe, on her part, was not 
long before foe entertained a paffion for 
Frederick, who was tall and well foaped, 
and to good fenfe and a poiifoed un¬ 
demanding added a degree of vivacity 
which* feldom fails to recommend a man 
to the notice of the female fex, and to 
make him an objeft of their favour. 

Frederick’s confeioufnefs of the (late 
of his own heart gave him no fmall de¬ 
gree of uneafmefs. He was fenfible 
that, from the difparity of their for¬ 
tunes, there was little reafon to fuppo/e 
that Mr. Thornton would encourage his 
pretenfions; and he had too ftrong a 
fenfe of honour not to be hurt by the 
thought of a&ing ungeneroXifly by a 
man who had behaved to him with fo 
much kindnefs as Mr. Thornton had. 
He therefore laboured to fupprefs his 
paffion; but a powerful attachment to a 
fine woman is not eafily reducible 
within the rules of reafon. In confe¬ 
quence ef their frequent intercour/e, 
though both endeavoured, for a long 
time, to conceal their fentiments from 
each other, they at length came to an 
eclaiiciflTement. They acknowledged 
their mutual regard for each other; and 
Frederick declared, with all the ardour 
of a youthful paflion, that he foould 
prefer the mere neceffaries of life in a 
cottage, with her, to the greateft afflu¬ 
ence with any other woman ; but pro- 
fefled at the fame time f that it gave him 
the moft extreme pain to refteft, that he 
could not foHcit her aflFe&ion without 
giving juft umbrage to her father, to 
whom he confefled himfelf under the 
greateft obligations, and whom he could 
not therefore think of injuring or of¬ 
fending. And Mifs Thornton, on her 
part, avowed her attachment to Frede¬ 
rick with all the warmth which the 
delicacies of her fex would permit j but 
declared her refolution of never marry¬ 
ing but with the confent of her father. 

It happened that there was a clerk, 
vvho at this time lived with Mr. Thorn¬ 
ton, who pcofeffed, though without 
much fincenty,.a,great, friendihip for 
Frederick.. His name was Graham, and 
lie had a very high opinion of bis own 
perfonal accomplishments, and therefore 

beheld 
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beheld with envy the preference which 
he plainly faw Mi fs Thornton gave to 
Frederick. As he had never been treated 
with the fame diftinXion by Mr. Thorn- 
top that Frederick had, he had never 
Enjoyed the fame opportunities of feeing 
the young ladyi he had, however, feen 
and learnt enough from the fervants in 
the houfe, a clafs of people who are 
naturally very inquifitive in fuch mat¬ 
ters, tobeaffured that an intimacy actu¬ 
ally fubfifted between Mifs Thornton 
and Frederick. He knew that Frede¬ 
rick's fortune would not entitle him to 
an alliance with Mils Thornton; and if 
the youn^ lady was inclined to conned 
herfelf with one who was fo much her 
inferior in that particular, Graham's 
vanity fuggefted to him, that (he would 
hgvfe (hewn her penetration, if (he had 
beftowed her atteXions on him rather 
than on Frederick. 

Envy is an uneafy and a reftlefs paf- 
fion $ and it now ftimulared Graham to 
lay hold of every opportunity which 
offered itfelf of privately injuring Fre¬ 
derick in the efteem of Mr. Thornton 5 
and he at length went fo far, as to hint 
to that gentleman, that Frederick enter¬ 
tained Improper views upon his daugh¬ 
ter. Finding* Mr. Thornton alarmed 
at this fuggeftion, he proceeded farther, 
and related fomany circumftances, partly 
true and partly falie, to prove the reality 
of a clofe intimacy between Frederick 
and Mifs Thornton, that this gentleman 
not only gave entire credit to it, bat 
ilfo believed, from ftveral particulars 
which Graham had artfully and malig¬ 
nantly thrown into his account of the 
amour, that Frederick had ufed fome 
difhonotirable arts to conciliate the af¬ 
fections of the young lady. Being thus 
exafperated at the fuppofed ungenerous 
behaviour .of Frederick, he haftened to 
his daughter, and immediately taxed 
her with carrying bn a clandeftine amour 
with him, without the knowledge or 
confent of a father by whom (he had 
ever been treated with the utmoft kind- 
nefs. The confuiion which the young 
ladydifcovered at this charge, confirmed 
all thefufpicions of Mr. Thornton; and 
being much enraged, he fent a written 
nbte to Frederick, by which he informed 
bitn, that he did not chufe to have any 
farther Connexions with him, and de- 
. fired him immediately to quit his houfe; 
nor could he be prevailed on to hold any 
Vot. I*. 


converfe with him on the caufe of his 
fudden difpleafure. 

Frederick was much grieved that a 
man whom he efteemed, and of whole 
former favours he retained a grateful 
fenfe, (hould be fo greatly incenfed 
againft him; but it may be eafily con¬ 
ceived, that he felt dill moreleverely his 
unexpeXed reparation from the objeX of 
his atteXions. His reafon diXated to 
him, that he (hould withdraw himfelf 
from an attachment wherein there were 
fuch obftacles to his fuccefs; but his 
heart at the fame time told him with 
how much pain every effort for that puf- 
pofe would be attended. He had not 
been able to learn by what means Mr. 
Thornton had been fo much exafperated 
againft him: he imagined, indeed, that 
he had fome fufpicions of the intimacy 
between him and his daughter; but with 
the arts which had been u(ed to place 
his conduX in the worlt point of view, 
he was wholly unacquainted ; Graham 
having defired Mr. Thornton not to 
mention from whom he derived his 
intelligence, a requeft with which - that 
gentleman had complied. 

After a few weeks had elapfed, Fre¬ 
derick entered into the fervice of an¬ 
other merchant of eminence, as a princi¬ 
pal clerk; an employment which the 
charaXer he had acquired at Mr. Thorn¬ 
ton's, for integrity and dexterity in bu- 
finefs, enabled him eafily to obtain. In 
the mean time, he and Mifs Thornton 
found means fometimes to correfpond 
with each other: (he had been extremely 
affliXed at his removal from her father's 
houfe; and their reparation, inftead Of 
abating, feemed to increafe the ardour 
of their mutual affeXion. Neither of 
them had any fufpicion of the treachery 
of Graham, who ftill pretended a great 
friendlhip for Frederick, for which he 
had very good reafons. He united ita 
his charaXer, to all the art and cunning 
of a defigning knave, the extravagance 
of a rake, and the profligacy of a 
gambler: and, in the ftraits to which he 
occafior.ally brought himlelf by his 
vices, he fometimes found Frederick 
very ufefui to him, which was the fource 
from which all his pretended friendlhip 
took it’s rife. 

In the courfe of his debaucheries, Ora^ 
ham had at length fo much involved 
himfelf in debt, that it was impoflible to 
keep himfelf out of a prifon; but by the 
Qjf afliftanefr 
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afiiftance of Frederick, to whom hd ap¬ 
plied on this occafion, as he had often 
experienced the generofity of his temper. 
But the afiiftance which he now wanted 
to procure! Frederick was a little un¬ 
willing to afford; not from any difincli- 
nation to ferve Graham, but from mo¬ 
tives of integrity: Graham wanted 
Frederick to be bound for him fora cofi- 
fiderable fum of money, more indeed 
than he was mafter of. Now, though 
Frederick was folicitous to do Graham 
all the fervice he could, he thought it 
not ftri&ly right to engage for more 
than he was rible to pay. But Graham 
allured him with fo much confidence, 
that he fhould certainly receive a large 
fum on a particular day, which he men¬ 
tioned, and which fhould be employed 
to remove the difficulties he at prefent 
laboured under, that Frederick, who 
was naturally open and unfufpe&ing, 
and who was unacquainted with the 
word parts of Graham's charafler, was 
at length prevailed on to comply; and 
accordingly gave bond for the 'fum 
that was required. 

In a few weeks after, Graham, by 
iinfuccefsful gaming, and other licen¬ 
tious praftices, had involved himfelf in 
fo many other difficulties, that he found 
it expedient to decamp, without taking 
any very formal leave of his friends. 
He quitted England, and took up his 
rcfidence at Dunkirk, where he met 
with companions of principles and prac¬ 
tices fimiiar to his own. In the mean 
while, poor Frederick foon found him- 
felf in a very dilagreeable fituations he 
was called upon to make good his en¬ 
gagement > for Graham; and accord¬ 
ingly collected all the caffi of which he 
was mafter, with which, except a fmall 
fum which he referved for his own im¬ 
mediate fubfi(fence, he paid the heft 
part of the debt, and the bond was 
thereupon cancelled; but he was (fill 
made debtor for the remainder, which 
lie gave his note for, together with a 
verbal promife to pay it as foon as it 
fhould be in his power. But the man 
with whom he had to do poffeffed very 
little equity or humanity, and fhortly 
after anefted him for what remained 
due. He was thrown into the King’s 
Bench prison, where hfe was left to phi- 
Jofoohife at leifure. 

As Frederick’s chara&er had always 
entitled him to the efteem of thofe who 
knew him* he might probably have ob¬ 


tained fome confiderable afiiftance from 
his friends and acquaintance in his 
prefent diftrefs, if he had made the ap¬ 
plications ufual on fuch occasions. But 
either his pride, or his delicacy, pre¬ 
vented him from'doing this; and the 
worthieft men in adverfity will not often 
find many ready to aflift them, if they 
do not apply to them in a manner not 
very grateful to a man of fpirit. As to 
the merchant with whom he had lived 
after his removal from Mr. Thornton’s, 
hedifeovered great readinefs to cenfure 
Frederick for his imprudence in being 
bound for fuch a fellow as Graham, but 
very little inclination to aflift him. In 
truth, he had conceived a di (like again ft 
Frederick. The merchant himfelf was 
a (launch adherent of the miniftry, and 
was ever ready to defend and fupport 
their meafures, however pernicious to 
the community. But Frederick had a 
ftrong affeftion for his country, and con- 
fidered the freedom which it enjoyed as 
it’s higheft honour and felicity; and had 
therefore been fometimes apt to exprefs 
himfelf in a manner which gave great 
offence to his principal, and thereby 
rendered himfelf obnoxious to him, 
though he could make no obje6tion to 
any other part of his conduit. But the 
man who is a friend to the rights of his 
country, though in a fituation wherein 
he can be of little fervice or differvice to 
either party, naturally becomes an ob- 
jelt of aversion to the votaries of def- 
potifm. 

Frederick had been a prifoner in the 
King’s Bench about fix weeks, and was 
nearly reduced to his laft (hilling, when 
he received a very unexpe&ed vi fit ant. 
This was no other than Mr. Thornton 
himfelf. That gentleman having heard 
of Frederick** confinement, and his 
anger againft him being now foinewhat 
abated, was curious to enquire by what 
means he had been brought into fo dif- 
agreeabje a fituation ; which the mors 
furpmed him, as he knew that Frederick 
was not addi&ed to expenfive pleafures, 
or to any of thofe diforderly courfes by 
which men frequently involve them-, 
felves in fuch difficulties. But when, 
upon enquiry, he found that his mif- 
fortune was brought upon him by his 
being bound for Graham, who had 
diffionourably fled from his bail, that 
circumftance Very much ftruclc him. 
He recpllelted, that the fir ft unfavour¬ 
able jmpreflions which he had received 
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of Frederick, were communicated to him 
by Graham; a man for whom it now 
appeared Frederick had entertained the 
greateft friendfhip,and given the ftrong- 
eft evidences of it. He therefore re- 
folved to vifit him in his gloomy man- 
fion; and, when die was' introduced to 
him, found him engaged in reading a 
book very fuitable to his prefent fitu- 
ation; namely, Boetius on the Confo- 
lations of Philofophy. Frederick was 
much furprized to fee him, but acknow¬ 
ledged his fenfe of the favour of a vifit 
in luch a place: after which they entered 
into a free converfation, jn which Mr.' 
Thornton being thoroughly acquainted 
with the date of Frederick’s affairs, 
promifed to afford him fome effc&ual 
afliftance. Frederick laid hold of this 
opportunity of making fome obferva- 
tidns relative to the amour between him 
and Mifs Thornton, which he found 
had been the ground of Mr. Thorn¬ 
ton’s dilpleafure againft him. He aflur- 
cd him, that he had never been induced, 
by any confiderations refpe&ing the 
fortune of that young lady, to endeavour 
to gain her affe&ions; on the contrary, 
he had laboured tp conquer in himfelf 
that paffion for her which he found 
her excellences both of mind and per- 
fon involuntarily infpire in him. To 
this Mr. Thornton made little reply; 
but, after fome exprefflons of friend/hip, 
he topkhis leave, having previoufly flip¬ 
ped into Frederick's hand a bank-note 
for one hundred pounds. 

Soon after his departure, Mr. Thorn¬ 
ton met with Mr. Benfon, an old con¬ 
fidential friend, to whom he related the 
whole affair; with this addition, that 
he faw plainly that his daughter's health 
would be greatly endangered, if he 
fhould continue to oppofe her paflion 
for Frederick, for a fettled melancholy 
teemed to prey upon her fpirits; and as 
he tenderly loved his daughter, he was 
extremely perplexed to know how to 
a&. * It appears, my good friend,’ faid 
Mr. Bpnfon, 4 from your own account, 

4 that the young fellow is poflefled of 
4 more than common merit; he loves 
4 your daughter, and fhe has an equal 
4 regard for him; and what, then, fhould 
4 prevent their union ? You object to 
4 his want of fortune: you have, it 
4 feems, nothing elfe to alledge againft 
4 him. But have you not enough to 
4 make both her and him happy together? 
4 You certainly have, as flre is your 


4 only child. I grant, that an increafe 

* of fortune might be defirable; but in 
4 this world we.cannor have every thing 
4 juft as we would wifh it: and furely 
4 a man of merit, without fortune, is 
4 preferable to a man of fortune without 
4 merit; and you will have more than 

* ordinary luck, if you meet with both 
4 in the man whom you fhould pitch 
4 upon yourfelf as an nufband fbr your 
4 daughter. There is reafon to believe 
4 that fhe will be unhappy without 
4 young Bartlet, and you cannot enjoy 
4 much comfort while fhe is miferable, 

4 My advice, therefore, is, that you re- 
4 leafe the young fellow out of his pre- 
4 fent difficulties, and marry him to 
4 your daughter. As to the feemingly 
4 unfavourable circumftance of his be- 
4 ing now in prifon, that can be no dif- 
4 grace in his cafe, as he was not 
4 brought there in confequence of any 
4 vice, nor indeed of any folly, unlefs 

4 an excefs of generofity, and of friend* , 
4 fhip, can be termed fo.* 

Theperfuafionsand arguments of Mr. . 
B£nfon had the more effect upon Mr. 
Thornton, as he had before entertained 
fome thoughts of doing as he advifed 
him, though he had not come to any po- 
fitive refolution concerning it. But he 
now refolved to follow bis friend Ben¬ 
fon's advice entirely; and accordingly 
began to put his deflgn in execution 
immediately, by paying the money for , 
which Frederick was confined, who 
thereupon obtained his liberty : and as 
Mr. Thornton now permitted him to 
vifit his daughter, the young lady foon 
appeared to have a confiderable increafe . 
both of health and fpirits. In about 
three months after, their hands were 
joined together at the altar, the marriage 
ceremony being performed by old Mr. 
Bartlet, who was fent for to London 
for that purpofe; and it may reafonably 
be fuppofed, that the worthy old cler¬ 
gyman felt great joy at the happy pro- 
fpe&s of his fon. Frederick and his ami¬ 
able young wife are complcatly happy 
in each other, and they jointly contribute 
to increafe the felicity of Mr. Thorn¬ 
ton. And as Frederick, to an excellent 
underftanding, joins aitvoft benevolent 
heart, his prefent affluence is not a bene¬ 
fit to himfelf only; but he thinks it bis 
moft pleaflng employment to relieve the 
indigent, tofuccour thediftrefled, toleflen 
the mifery of others, and to promote the 
fiappmefs. of all around him. 

CLq s FRE- 
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FREDERICK and HARRIET} 
THE generous guardian. 

A GENUINE NARRATIVE. 


M R.Garland was a gentleman of 
good fenfe and fortune, in th« 
weft of England: he was beloved 
by all who were fo happy as to be sct 
quainted with him; but was particu¬ 
larly intimate with Mr. Harvey, a near 
neighbour and a valuable friend, who 
having, at his death, committed his 
daughter to Mr. Garland’s prote&ion, 
(he was brought up, with all thetender- 
nels of a parent by that gentleman. 

Mifs Harriet Harvey was in the 
tenth year of her age when her father 
died s (he was at firft inconfolable for his 
death; but at length, by the care and 
affe&ion of her guardian, time wore 
away the extremity of her grief. Mr. 
Garland difeovered in Harriet a pro- 
jnifmg genius, and therefore took parti¬ 
cular care of her education. She was 
beautiful to admiration; and had a fweet- 
nefs of temper, even in her childhood, 
that procured her univerfal efteem. 

When Harriet was fifteen, her ex¬ 
cellent accomplilhments, joined tp the 
beauties of her perfon, gained her many 
admirers; fome of whom Were of rank 
and fortune fuperior to her own. 

Mr. Garland had three Tons. The 
cldeft, who was named Frederick, was 
happy in a generous temper and grace¬ 
ful deportment. This young gentle¬ 
man beheld, with heart-felt uneafinefs, 
the crowd of admirers who prefented 
themfelves to Harrietr he was fenfible 
he had ever retained the higheft efteem 
for her; but, when others were about to 
deprive him of that dear objeft, the 
fpatk which lay concealed in his bofom 
biirft into a flame, and he found he 
loved her even to diftratlion. He ufed 
everymeans in his power to render him- 
felf agreeable to her, and gave her every 
d^monftration of the violence of his paf- 
£on, but could never receive an ade¬ 
quate return; for, thoifgh (he fecretly 
loved him above all men, yet, coni’cious 


that her fortune was inferior to Frede¬ 
rick’s, and fearing to offend Mr. Gar- . 
land, (he refolved never to difeover 
her paflion for him, unlefs fome un- 
foreieen accident (hould bring it to 
light. 

Frederick, in the extremity of his paf- 
fion, abandoned himfelf to defpair : no 
longer were the dilates of his reafon 
fufhoient to guard him agapift the power 
of love. He (ought folitude, and indulg¬ 
ed himfelf in a melancholy which, in 
a fhort time, brought his life into the 
moil imminent danger. Harriet lecretly 
kept a watchful eye over him; (he faw, 
with anxiety, the, fatal period to which 
the violence of his paflion was hurrying 
him; yet, fo ftrong were v her fentiments 
of honour and gratitude to her guar¬ 
dian, that though (he lived only as it 
were in the perfon of her dear Frederick, 
(he chofe rather, to offer a facrifice of 
both their lives to obedience, than in¬ 
dulge a paflioii which (hefeared would 
be contrary to his will. 

Among the phyficlaqs who attended 
Frederick, one had the penetration to 
difeover, that the prefence of Harriet 
produced very extraordinary fymptoms 
m his patient; and immediately told 
Mr. GarlanJ, it mu ft. be fome (ecret 
grief or affection of the nrtind which 
can fed his diforder, and advifed him to 
examine Frederick or\ the fubject. On 
this information, Mr. Garland went to 
his Ton’s chamber, and conjured him, 
if he had any value for hi? own life, 
and as he regarded the commands of 
his father, to tell the caufe thjit had 
brought him to that melancholy condi¬ 
tion. Frederick, who bad the higheft 
reverence for his father, after fomelittle 
hefitation, declared, that the occafton of 
his tiiforder was the love he bore thy 
beautifulliariict. 

Mr. Garland, eyer the worthy man 
and the indulgent parent, bade him be 
comforted; 
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comforted; and allured him, that the 
love he had for Harriet was no way dif- 
agreeable to him. With this affurance 
he left him, in order to confider what 
was to be done in this important affair. 
He was extremely anxious for the i'afety 
of his ton, yet he determined not to lay 
any refhaint on Harriett inclinations 
though her fortune was much inferior to 
his fan’s, yet, as (he had admirers 
whofe eftates were far fuperior to Frede¬ 
rick’s, the glittering allurements of riches 
might enfhare her heart, and '(he, per¬ 
haps, approve the lover for the fake of 
affluence; or, far aught he knew, (he 
might have given her aife&ions to ano¬ 
ther, who might merit them by his love 
and honour. He therefore refolved, if 
poflible, to difcover whether Harriet 
nad a regard for any particular perfon; 
and, if he found (he had, he determined 
his ton, dear as he was to him, (hould 
fall a facrifice to love, rather than he 
would* be guilty of a di(honourable 
a&ion. 

, He went dire&ly to Harriet’s cham¬ 
ber, where he found her, attended only 
by her maid; and he obferved that an 
air-of melancholy appeared in her coun¬ 
tenance. When- the fervant had with¬ 
drawn, he addrefled himfelf to her in 
the following words—* You know, 

* Harriet, when your father was on his 
4 death bed, he fent for me, andcom- 

* mitted Ml that he had, and you in 

* particular, to ray care* hitherto I have, 

‘ to the utmoft of my power, attended 

* to the charge of my dying friend; 

* but there is ftill^mfe obligation, and 
4 that, too,'of the highelt importance, 

4 incumbent on me, which is, to fee 
‘ you honourably difpofed of in mar- 

* riage to one who may bedeferving of' 
4 you.’ This fpeech crimfoned the 
cheeks of Harriet with a modelVblalh : 
(he rendered him, notwithftanding, all 
poffible acknowledgments of his care, 
and allured him (he would yield an en- 
tire obedience to his commands; adding, 
that ftie confidered him as her parent, 
and would rather die than give him the 
lead uneafinefs. 

He then intreated her ingenuoully to 
declare, whether (he had placed her af¬ 
fections on any particular perfon; at the 
fame time alluring her, ‘ that he had 
fuch an entire confidence in herdifcre- 
tion, that his approbation (hould con¬ 
firm her choice. 

Finding this converfation had put 


the beautiful Harriet into a tender co&* 
fufion, Mr. Garland toothed her witb 
the real affeClion of a father; he bade 
her look up with chearfulnefs, and be 
alfured, wherever her choice had fatten, 
both his efteem and approbation (hould 
accompany it. He then named tome of 
her admirers who had been mod fre¬ 
quent in their vifits, and a(ked if any of 
them had obtained her affeCtion. 

Harriet, cheared by the inexpredible 
tendemels of her guardian, told him 
frankly, they had not: he. then pro¬ 
ceeded to name leveral others, but diii 
found his queftions anfwered in the ne¬ 
gative. 

* Is there,’ continued Mr. Garland* 

* any in my houfe, then, fo happy as to 

* have obtained your love ?* Harriet re¬ 
mained filent; and, on his naming Fre¬ 
derick, he obferved a vifible alteration 'm 
her countenance. Mr. Garland; feeing 
her dilorder, concluded Frederick was the 
real ohjeCl of her affe&ion, add there¬ 
fore thus addrefled himfelf to her — 

4 Beautiful Harriet, if you think Fre- 

* derick worthy of your love, be allured 

* of my free confent; but if any other 
‘ is fo happy as to have gained your af- 

* fedions, be under noapprehenfions on 

* my account, for whoever you honour 

* with your love, (hall certainly be en- 

* titled to myefteem. In me you have 

* not only a guardian, but a father : I 

* would have you confider me as fuch, 

* and unfold to. me the fecrets of your. 

* heart, which the modefty of your fex 
4 might lead you to conceal from others; 

* allured, that your confidence (hall ne- 

* ver be mifufed, nor your, hopes of 

* fatisfa&ion ill founded.’ 

It is impoflible to exprefs the fudden 
tranfport of Harriet’s foul ; the extre¬ 
mity of joy overwhelmed her, and (lie 
was *ready to fink beneath the weight: 
however, thus encouraged, recovering 
herfelf, (lie faid—* Much honoured Sir, I 

* acknowledge that both what lam, and 

* what I have, are owing to your care 

* and tendernefs; and that all thehappi- 

* nefs I now enjoy, and all I am likely to 

* pofiefs, proceeds from yo u. As it will 

* be im poflible for me to return you 

* fuch thanks as are adequate to the 

* fenfations I now feel, pleafe to accept 

* my filence, and to form to your own 

* imagination what tribute a grateful 
4 heart i*-ould pay which has received 
4 fuch numerous and unmerited favours 

Mr. Garland, after many tender ex- 
preffion* 
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preffions of the regard he had for her, 
and recejving a modelt acknowledgment 
that Frederick alone had won her heart, 
took his leave, telling her he would go 
and comfort his Ion, who loved her to 
diftraft on, and whofe love of her was 
the chief caul’e of his illnels; adding, 
that he hoped foon to fee Harriet and 
Frederick the happieft couple in Europe. 
No fooner had Mr. Garland left Har¬ 
riet’s chamber, than hehaftened to Fre¬ 
derick in orderto tell him the regard Har¬ 
riet had for him. He found his fever 
greatly abated, which he attributed to 
the difclofmg his paflion for Harriet : 
he therefore communicated to him the 
fuccefs his love was likely to meet with, 
and the obliging manner with which 
Harriet received him. Frederick rendered 
his father the molt dutiful acknow¬ 
ledgments for his tendernefs, and was 
re-invigorated with the idea of Harriet’s 
cfteem. 

A few d ays being fpent in kind en¬ 
quiries after each other’s health, Fre¬ 
derick, with the permiflion of his father 
and his phvfician 9 , had an interview 
with his beloved Harriet: but as it is 
impoflibie to defcribe this tender fcene, 
let it fudice to tell the reader, that Fre¬ 


derick and Harriet were foon after united 
in the facred bonds of matrimony, and 
thereby made the happieft of the human 
race 1 

From this narrative our fair country* 
women may learn, that an honelt paf- 
fion for a worthy man is a principle 
that may dwell in the chafteft breaft, 
provided the heart is firmly.refolved not 
to let this laudable pailion over-leap the 
bounds of duty and gratitude} for what¬ 
ever they may luffer from the conceal-, 
ment of their pain, till a particular ec- 
cafion offers to declare it, confident 
with their duty to their friends, yet 
Heaven will at laft reward their virtue, 
and blefs every Harriet with her Fre* 
derick. 

And let each fond parent mark the 
road to domeftick peace and happinefs, 
by watching the firit emotions of virtu¬ 
ous love, and repaying filia} obedience 
with a&ual tendernefs and compliance } 
that marriage may no longer be made a 
bargain; but, fixed on the bafis of mutual 
love and efteem, may afford folid jpy 
and felicity to the parties, and make 
their relations confeis, what Mr. Pope 
has fo finely hinted—* That they live a 
• third time in their rate/ 


'i 

THE 

FORTUNATE ECLAIRCIS SEMENT. 

AN AUTHENTICK ANECDOTE. 

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH. 

M ONSIEUR Bouquin was at a on her neck, and kept her eyes modeftly 
little villa of his own, not far on the ground; but, whenever/he raifed 
from Paris, entertaining a large com- them, .there/hot fuch a fpirit from them, 
pany at dinner. During the deffert, as ftruck Monfieur Bouquin in an un- 
one of his footmen told him that there common manner. * I beg pardon, gen- 
was an elderly lady without, who laid * tlemen and ladies,’|faid the old woman} 

/he muft lpeak with him. * Mult /lie? ‘I have an affair on my hands which 
* Why, then, tell her I am not at home/ * is of the utmoft coniequence to me, - 
—* But, Sir'/—* Do as 1 bid you, * and which claims the immediate pro- 
* rafcal; would you have me go and * teftion of this gentleman;’ pointing 
* tell her fo myfelf?’—* But, Sir!’— to Monfieur Bouquin. Then /he gave 
* What'/—* She has a fweet preti/girl them a ftrange account of a law-fuit; 

* with her/—* Indeed! Defire Madam which nobody underftood, though they 
* to walk in/ all l'eemed Jiftening to her; for their at- 

Immrdiate'y the footman introduced tendon was wholly engrofled by the ap- 
a- woman in mourning, followed* by a pearanceof the young woman. Monfieur 
young creature very decently drifted: /he Bouquin, in particular, nodded his bead 
had. a clean, coarfe gauze handkerchief, feveral times; and, at laft, pronounced 
' the 
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the old woman’s caufe a good one, 
though he knew as little of the matter 
as the reft of the company. She then 
defired him to ftep into the next room, 
for (he had fomething very particular to 
fay to him alone. 

When they were there, the old lady 
told him, that all the ttory about the law- 
fuit was invented on purpofe to amufe 
the company. * But the young crea- 
4 ture,’ fays (he, * I have with me, is a 

* reality; which, I believe, has made 

* fome impreflion on you. Sir: if fo, 
4 and you will pleale to make fome provi- 

* (ion for us, my fair girl (hall be at your 
4 difpofal.’ Monlleur Bouquin afked 
her, if (he would be contented with an 
annuity of four thoufand livres, about 
one hundred and feventy pounds a year 
of otir money. 4 I (hall be fatisfied,’ 
replied the old woman; * and, if you will 

* fign the agreement to-morrow, we can 
4 fup with you the night after, and you 

* (hall then be the favourite Sultan.’ 
She immediately returned to the room 
where (he had left the girl; and, making 
her compliments to the company, re¬ 
turned with her to Paris. 

As they went along, (he related the 
Converfation that paffed between her and 
ftjonfifqr Bouquin, and the bargain (lie 
had made. 

The girl was modeft, and much fur- 
prized at her mother’s difeourfe; and, 
with the blufhes of innocence glowing in 
lier cheeks, (he with great fpirit re¬ 
proached her for what (he had done. 

* You have ever, till now, mother,’ 
cries the girl, * educated me in the moft 

* virtuous principles; and what is the 
< reafon that on a fudden you have 
4 changed your chara&er ? The refpeCl 

* I have ever borne you was the moft 
4 delicious fenfation of an honeft mind: 
4 what you have been telling me can 

* be only a trial that you ate pleafed to 

* make of my virtue; I am Cure that 
4 you are too good to deprive me of the 
4 unequalled pleafure I feel in efteeming 

* you.’ 

The old woman had nothing to fay 
in excufe for herfelf, but anfwereddi- 
reClly to this purpofe—* I bought you 
‘ of lifer who bore you. I have fpared 
4 no expence for your education ; it is 
4 now time that I fhotild reap the fruits 

* of my care and generality. Go, go to 
4 bed, Mifs; reflect on the obligations 

* you owe ihe, and prepare yourfelf to- 
4 morrow to be grateful and obedient,' 


The poor young innocent Could not 
clofe her eyes all the night. What a 
dreadful fituation for fo modeft a crea¬ 
ture ! * Who can he my parents ? 

* Good God! what (hall I do f Then 
(ighing, and wafliing the pillow with 
her tears, (he thought of many wild ex¬ 
pedients to deliver herlelf from the hor¬ 
rors of proftitution. At laft, (lie took a it- 
folution to get up before day; and, throw¬ 
ing herfelf at the feet of the lieutenant of 
thepolice, to relate her whole ftory. 

This moft upright magiltrate calmed 
her grief—‘ Go,’ faid he, * my dear 
4 child, follow your fuppofed mother to 
c Monfieur Bouquin, and do pot feetn 

* in the’leaft concerned on the occafion, 

* I give you my word that nothing (hall 
4 happen to injure your honour, or even, 

4 if poffible, to diltrefs your delicacy.’ 

She returned home before the old wo¬ 
man was up, who. had not the fmalleft 
fufpicion of what had happened: and, 
at the appointed time, they both went 
together to the meeting, as it was fixed 
the day before. 

Monfieur Bouquin had affembled fc- 
veral of his friends to be witnelfes of his 
happinefs; for, in thele love-bargains 
and lales, there is much more of vanity 
than pallion. 

They fat down ; the converfation grew 
warm; ami the young creature had a 
continual blulh on her face, which was 
interpreted to be every thing hut what it 
was—real, unaffected innocence- In the 
midll of this feene, an exempt of the 
police arrives; and, coming into the 
room without ceremony, addreffes him- 
felf to Monfieur Bouquin— 1 Sir, I 

* know you have a right to fee what 

* company you pleafe atvouroA-n hou It* 5 
‘ but you do not know this old lady, 

* and her fair companion, who are r.ow 

* at your table; and I have orders to 

* feeure them. I (hall take Madam to 

* Bridewell, and Mifs to whatever con- 

* vent (he pleales: bur, beforeI ftir, I 
‘ muft infill on knowing of that wicked 

* old bawd the real mother of this 

* young creature, whom (he would have 

* fold for proftitution: a bafe defign! 

* which, I am lorry to fay, your vanity, 
4 Sir, would have aided.' The old lady, 
ti enabling, and almoft dead with terror, 
now Itimmered our, that her moiher's 
name was—Fredericia. * Fredericia! 

* Fredericia!’ cries out Monlieur Bou¬ 
quin; * Fredericia* I fear, the mother* 

* of this girl, lived with me for many 

* years^: 
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* years: fhe had one daughter; and, 

* on a quarrel, quitted me, protefting 

* fhe would never let me hear from her 

* more.—But are you, are you ray - 

* daughter !* 

He then burft into a flood of tears, and 
ran diftraXedly to her arms. There 
never fine was fuch a fcene of tendemefs! 
The exempt melted with the red, for all 
the bed feelings of nature were at once 


operating; and, leaving the daagbter h 
the arms of her father, he earned the 
falfe mother to prifen. 

Monfieur Bouquin has gained much 
by the change: inftead of a miftrefs, he 
has found a daughter; who, by her vir¬ 
tue, delicacy* and good fenfe, will be a 
comfort to his old age, and an honour to 
his family. 


THE 

WOMAN OF SPIRIT. 


A TRUE 

T HE word Spirit, in matrimonial 
cafes, is underftood to mean re- 
fentmeut; and, in domeftick bickerings, 
fignifies, in plain Englifh, that— 1 If 
* my hufband calls me names, I will 
• fpit in his face; if he throws the china 
• out of the window, I will fend the 
« looking-glafs after it; if he is extra- 
* vagant abroad, I will not be a faving 
* fool at home; and, as he keeps a 
* wench, my coufin lhall come and fee 
* me !* 

Revenge is fweet, it is faid; and this 
m3y be a fweet revenge: but is revenge 
a proper habit for a lady to appear in ? 
Surely, no! Tendemefs, foftnefs, mild- 
nefs, are their charaXerifticks: fo thofe 
graces it is we offer up our admiration; 
but when they relinquifh fuch attrac¬ 
tions, our rdpeX ceafes, and the power 
they had over us becomes forfeited. Is 
it not pity they fhould part with their 
prerogative to indulge themlelves in the 
bale ft of all the paflions, revenge ? Nay, 
what is ftill friore to be lamented, the 
quarrels between hufband and wife are 
moftly begun from trifles ; and con • 
tinued on each fide from that miftaken 
notion of keeping up a Spirit, till they 
end at laft in irreparable misfortunes. 
Theft reflexions were occafioned by the 
following epiftle, which was lately put 
into my hands by a gentleman.who ap¬ 
plies a confiderable portion of his annual 
income to mitigate the diftreflfes of the 
wretched; and who not only relieves 
the unfortunate, but frequently reclaims 
the abandoned. 


HISTORY. 

SIR, 

T Was married, at the age of eighteen, 

■ with the confent of parents whoa 
I foon afterwards loft, to the mail of ray 
own choice. He Was about three yesrs 
older than myfelf, dnd had fucceeded 
his deceafed father in a flourifhingbufi- 
nefs. We had been married three yean, 
and had the fame number of fine chil¬ 
dren ; when,' one night, being invited 
to a chriftening in the neighbourhood, 
my hOfband began fo bfe vaftly com- 
plaifant to^a very homely woman who j 
fat by him. It hurt me a little: bat, | 

to fhew him I had fome Spirit, I ini- ! 

mediately began to coquet it with a gen- j 
tleman who was feated by ifce. My ' 
hufband, I faw, was piqued at if; bat j 
I refolved not to give upfirft: and to j 
kept thus tea 2 ing One Inothfer throygh- 
out the evening. A party of plejuuVe J 
was propofed ne*t day to Richmond. 

My hufband approved of it; btitlre- 
fufed to make one: however, he and his 
dulctnea went without me ; and the gen- \ 
tleman, with whom I had been oveir* i 
night rather too full of Spirits, waited 
upon me next day to pay me a vifit. 

From my laft night’s behaviour, he 
began to be rather y too familiar; but I 
honeftiy difeovered to him the reaftn 
that I appeared fo over-night. This ( 
made him be as ingenuous in nis conVeir- , 
fation with me; and he cOnfeffOd to Die j 
that my hufband was privy to his mak¬ 
ing me this vifit, and that he intended 4 
to keep the lady he went out of town 
with all night in fuch a bagnio; and that 
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this gentleman was fent here by my huf- 
fcand’s fcheme. I was fo (hocked to 
think that I (hould be ufed as a fort of 
tool in the affair, as a fereen only* that 
I was rcfolved * to be, revenged of my 
huiband; and promi fed the gentleman, 
if he would carry me to where my huf- 
band and miftrefs were to be at night, 
fo that I might deteX them without be> 
ing difeovered myfelf, he (hould fee that 
I would behave , as a woman of Spirit 
ought to do. 

I faw my ungrateful wretch and his 
impudent creature together: I was con¬ 
vinced. I had, indeed, folemnlv pro- 
tnifed my conduXor that I would not 
make any outrage; and, to (hew him I 
could keep my word, and had a proper. 
Spirit of refentment, I retired, without 
uttering even a (ingle reproach. 

I (hall not mention any more of my 
unhappy hiftory—fave this, that I made 
ftiift in the morning to be at home two 
hours before my hufbandj and, from 
having taken up a Spirit of refentment, 


I next acquired a Spirit of d'flTembling# 
I met him with a great deal of -afteXed ’ 
eafe; complaining becaufe he had (laid 
out fo late; and from that time, from 
his anfwers, began heartily to defpife 
him. 

We foon parted beds; and, from one 
piece of refentment proceeding to an¬ 
other, we at laft agreed upon a tofal fe- 
pai ation: and now, from living m all 
the fplendour that one of the wealthieft 
Citizen’s wives could be maintained in* 
I am forced nightly to feek my bread iri 
themoft defpicable of all occupations. 

My gallant, from a feries of extras 
vaganbe and villainy, was obliged to 
(hip himfelf as a foldier for the Weft 
Indies; my hufband is now a common' 
porter in a market; and Our three find 
children all died in the workhoufe. All 
this have I fuffered myfelf, and oc- 
cafioned others, even the dear innocents* 
to futfer; becaufe I was determined to 
(hew what the thoughtlefs and the vici-*‘ 
ous falfcly denominate a proper Spirit# 


DORICOURT and HENRIETTA# 


BY THB AUTHOR OF CAROLINE. 


D ORICOURT was young and 
handfome; of good family, and 
great fortune; his manner was elegant, 
ppd his converfation lively; he knew 
every body, and talked upon every fub- 
je6l$ he called himfelf the (lave of the 
fair, but he was more the (lave of va¬ 
nity; he railed at matrimony with all 
the virulence of Shakefpeare’s Benedick $ 
and, as he thought no one could be in- 
fenfible to the charms of his perfon,tri¬ 
umphed in his imaginary power overthe 
hearts of the women. Vanity was his 
redominant paffion; it was -evident in 
is walk, in his bow, in every word, 
and in every look. Admiration was 
his firft hope, and pleafure his firft pur- 
fuit: to obtain the one, he fancied he 
need only befeen; and, to tafte the other, 
muft be immerfed in gaiety. Thus was 
an excellent underftanding, and an ami¬ 
able mind, rendered ufelefs by the indul¬ 
gence of vanity, and the love of fafhion. 

With a heart formed by the Virtues, 
and a face which the Graces might have 
envied, Henrietta, in her eighteenth year, 
accompanied by 'her mother Honoria, 
left the peaceful (hades of Elverton, to 
V©L. II. 


enjoy the pleafures of the metropolis# 
Henrietta was generally called beautiful# 
Her complexion was fair and clear, the 
finger of Hygeia had given it a tint that 
would have difgraced vermilion; long 
eye-lafhes (haded her eyes, blue and mild 
asceleftial aether: butitwas notherfea^ 
tures, it was their expreffion, that made 
her beauty. She was tail as a divinityj 
her form feemed moulded by the hand 
of-Eafe, and poliflied by the. hand of 
Elegance. She fung with the fweetneis 
of a Syren, danced with the ligbtnefs of 
a Sylph, and fpoke with the wifdom of a 
Mufe. Honoria’s connexions were in 
the firft line of fafhion and fplendour# 
Her fortune was affluent; report dou¬ 
bled it. Henrietta, therefore, was footl 
furrounded by a number of admirers* 
allured by the glitter of gold, and the 
charm of beauty.. Young, and accuf- 
tomed to retirement, (he had had but 
few opportunities of obferving people 
and manners. Her imagination had 
formed the higlieft ideas of (enfe and 
refinement in the world; and (he was 
foon aftonifhed at the ignorance of feme 
men whofe educations had appeared li- 
r bei ai* 
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beral, and the affectation of others, pof- 
fefled of no outward merit to render it 
pardonable. 

Among thofe who paid her mod at¬ 
tention, was Doricourt. He was in every 
party with Henrietta, danced with her, 
and devoted himfelf particularly to her; 
for he knew fhe was the general topick 
of converfation, and the principal objeCl 
of admiration. By the elegance of his 
addrefs, and his pointed politenefs, he 
gained her preference to all the beaux 
that fluttered around her. He perceived 
this; his vanity was gratified; and that 
was generally thefirfl: incentive to all his 
afliduities. Henrietta law he poffefled 
fuperior abilities, and a heart naturally 
virtuous: fhe lamented his vanity, while 
the was 'pleafed with his attentions ; 
though <hp did notconfider fuch, in ge¬ 
neral, as inilances of attach meat, but as 
Ijttle aits of behaviour praCtifed in the 
fdiool of politenefs, and abfolutely ne- 
ceffary in the commerce of acquaintance; 
syithout which fociety would lofe it's 
good-humour, and converfation fink 
into bluntnefs: (he thought them necef- 
fary, and was pleafed with them as 
harmlefs; they 

< Play'd round the head, but came not to 
« the heart.* 

- At tbeexpiration of the winter amufe- 
snents, Honoria and her daughter Uft 
the metropolis, and vifited feveral wa¬ 
tering places. Doricourt was frequently 
with them, attending on Henrietta. Her 
could not be infenfible to her charms, 
tWu eh he was not confcious of loving 
her ; but imagined he only admired her. 
When fummer was over, the former re¬ 
turned to town; and Doricourt, being 
matter of his fortune, his pleafures, and 
himfelf, determined to viiit France, took 
leave of Honoria and Henrietta, and fet 
off on his journey to that kingdom. He 
travelled through thofe interior parts of it 
where he was informed he (hould meet 
with the beft accommodation; viewed 
the churches, and learned the names of 
their founders; enquired what relicks 
and curiofities each contained; examined 
the face of the country, and the features 
of the women; then took up his refll 
dence at Paris, thinking that the only 
place in the world where true politenefs 
was to be acquired, and the flue gentle* 
oiun inuihed. 


About this time the failure of the per- 
fon in whofe hands was entrufted the 
chief property of Honoria, obliged her 
and her daughter to quit London, re¬ 
trench their expences, and retire to a 
(mail eflate in the country. This change 
in their fituation was at firft fevere, but 
the principles of goodnefs they both 
poffeffed Toon effected a cheerful and 
contented refignation. Their houfc, 
though fmall, was good; it was fiu> 
nifhed genteelly, and lituated pleafantjy. 
Mufick, painting, and reading, which 
had been all negleCted during her refi- 
dence in the gay world, Henrietta now 
returned to with renewed ailiduity; and, 
by the pleafure they afforded, foon 
ceafed to regret the loft of fortune and 
of fplendour. She had frequently 
thought of Doricourt (ince he left Eng¬ 
land; and, when in the circleof fafhion, 
could not forbear lamenting his ab- 
fence. She once could have preferred 
him to all the men (he had ever feen, 
and was more pleafed with his afli- 
duities than any others, but knew not 
if they indicated a partiality; he had ne¬ 
ver told her they did; and,- being ac¬ 
quainted with his fentiments on ma¬ 
trimony, and his own felf-love, thought it 
improbable (he could ever gain his af¬ 
fections. In the (hade of retirement 
(he had leifure to confider his behaviour 
more minutely; and knowing his dar¬ 
ling paflion was vanity, concluded his 
attentions proceeded from his love of be¬ 
ing feen and admired, or were the re- 
fult of natural gallantry. Accuttoraed 
to the indulgence of thefe reflections, at 
length (he remembered Doricourt merely 
as one of thofe tranfient agreeables (he 
had met with in the world. 

Doricourt (till continued at Paris, flirt¬ 
ing with the gay daughters of Gallia; 
the brown, the 1'mart, the lively. They 
flattered his vanity, and amufed his 
imagination. He praifed their beauty, 
their wit, their accomplifhments; yet he 
faw their art, their gaudy ignorance^ 
and pert affectation. Sometimes he 
would deteCt himfelf making compari- 
fons between them and the lovely, the 
artlefs, the fenflbJe Henrietta. In inch 
times of frivolity her image would be 
an intrufion to his thoughts, though, in 
his few moments of folitude, he found it 
not unpleafant; but, as he had no inten¬ 
tion of marrying, he generally endea¬ 
voured 
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wired to bahWh'it from hit recollefHo# 
at Toon at poflible. 

After flaying about two years at Pa¬ 
nt* and imagining himfelf the finiibed 
gentleman, * formal to engage all hearts, 
4 and charm all eyes,* be returned to 
England* poffeffed of more vanity than 
formerly* and quite as much as the 
people whole manners he had been ftu- 
dying. 

He experienced a plea fan t fen fat ion at 
he fet foot again on Britilh land j and in 
viewing the clear complexions, fine 
eyes, and neat drefTes, of his country¬ 
women, fomething reminded him of 
Henrietta; but, as he wifhed not to in¬ 
vert igate it's fource, the recollection was 
not durable. 

In his way to his country-feat, he had 
•ccalion to nop at a fmall village in the 
county of D—. It was in the even¬ 
ing 01 a fine fummer's day. ' The heat 
of the fun was mitigated by the ap r 
.^reaching (hade; and the fong and fhout 
of the villagers, who were leaving their 
labour, were heard at a diftance. Do- 
ricourt, attracted by the beauty of the 
fcene, walked out to enjoy the breeze of 
evening, and hear the voice of glad- 
nefs. He was in a charming lane, 
where, through a vacancy in the trees, 
he difcovered a fmall white houfe: in, 
the front was a little court; a hanging 
wood rofe majeftically in the back part, 
at the bottom of which ran a ftream 
pure as the waters of Helicon. The 
rural neatnefs of the houfe, and every 
thing round it, made it appear to the eye 
of Doricourt the abode of content and 
tranquillity. While he was admiring 
this lovely view, he faw a young wo- 
matt'Cpme into the court-yard, drefled in 
a plain gown, a fafh, and a ftraw hat, 
with a balket in her hand. His heart/ 
told him it was Henrietta. She turned 
her faces he knew it inftantly, and in- 
ftin&ively hid himfelf behind fome trees, 
from whence he could obferve her undif- 
covered. She fcattered corn from the 
balkettofome poultry which came flock¬ 
ing about her. He thought fhe looked 
paler than formerly. * Poor Henrietta!’ 
laid he, 4 I have been long abfent, but 
« am now returned; you will fee me 
« again.' He faw her go into the houfe, 
and he went back to the inn. He had 
heard fome vague reports of Honoria's 
lofs of fortune, and her having retired 
with her daughter into the country upon 


a fmall income; therefore j.ufl 1 y con. 
eluded this was the place tfi^ had chofen 
for their retreat. That night nothing 
but Henrietta occupied his thoughts, 
and his imagination painted her more 
charming than ever. The elegance of 
her form never appeared to fuch advan¬ 
tage ; and he admired her in the neat 
fimplicity of a country maid feeding her 
poultry, more than when (he fparklcd 
in the fplendour of drefs and fafhion in 
a ball-room. * Had I any intention of 
4 domefticating myfelf,’ thought he, 

* Henrietta istheonly woman who could 
4 make me happy.* The idea was new; 
he was alone, and encouraged it. 4 But 

* what would the world fay, to hear that 

* the gay Doricourt was a hufbandtf* 
Vet he thought again — 4 She has been 
4 admired ir the circles rff fafhion; 

* if my wire, how much more would 
4 her beauty be. known! Henrietta 
4 would grace the mod elevated fl&tion. 
4 Two years mud certainly have im- 

* proved her natural good fenfe. Al- 
4 lowing her a little rufticated in the 
4 country, my inftru&ions, and the po- 
4 li(h of the world, will foon remove 
4 the raft of retirement, and give Hen- 
4 rietta, in all her luflre of beauty, to the 
4 admiring crowd.’ He found he loved 
her better than he imagined he ever 
could love; thought he had known 
enough of diflipation to be tired of it; 
and many inftances of young men of fa*- 
fhion becoming hulbands recurred to his 
memory : for when a perfon has a real 
inclination for any particular a&ion, it 
is eafy to recolleft examples to enforce 
it. 

Occupied by thefe and fimilar reflec* 
tions, did Doricourt pafs that night, de¬ 
termining in the morning to write a note 
to Honoria and her daughter, begging 
permiflion to call upon them. With 
thefe new, thefe laudable intentions, he 
rofe in the morning, wrote the note he 
had propofed, and then meditated in 
what manner he fliould declare his fen- 
timents to Henrietta. He received tbehr 
permiflion to wait upon them; and, as 
fooo 3s politenefs would allow, went to 
the houfe; where he was (hewn, by a 
well-drefled footman, into a neat little 
parlour, ornamented with flowers, hung 
round with pi&ures, and containing th« 
harpfichord of Henrietta. He ima¬ 
gined it was her tatte that had difpofed 
the flowers, and fancied they breathed a 
, peculiar 
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peculiar fragrance. He examined the 
portrait^ one was her own. * Pnimi- 

* table attTAr faid he; 1 how well haft 
f thou delineated thatcharming creature! 
« Thou delerveft to have a ftatue ereXed 
4 to thy memory. Even on canvas (he 

* fmiles upon me.’ The next was a 
very handl'ome young man. 4 I know 

* nothing of thee,* faid he to himfelf; 
but ftill his eyes dwelt on the portrait, 
f Thou haft a noble air.’ He turned 
before the glafs, and beheld a much 
finer gentleman; yethewifhed to knovv 
who this ftranger was. Atlaft heper- 
fuaded himfelf he had heard Henrietta 
mention a brother. He blefted himfelf 
for the recolleXion, and looked again at 
the portrait. * What fenfe, what fweet- 
c nefs, what vivacity, in the eyes l what 

* exprefiion in the whole countenance! 

* I (hall have a great regard for this 
« young man,’ faid he, as he turned to 
the next,which was Honoria’s; towhofe 
image he made a low bow, with-- 
4 Your molt obedient, Madam!' He 
then looked at the other piXures; and, 
as he wi(hed to inveftigate every thing, 
proceeded towards the harpfichord. It 
was open; a fiddle laid upon it; a vio¬ 
loncello underneath ; feveral letter in- 
ilruments, with a great deal of mufick, 
were fcattered about, and a favourite 
duet of Shield’s was in the book-ftand. 
1 Certainly,’ thought Doricourt , < Hen- 

* rietta mtift have lome perfon to take a 
f fecond part; it may be her mafter, 
« though (lie had difmiffed him ere I 
f knew her. Perhaps her good mother 
4 has learnt the language of the fiddle, 
f tofwceten the dull hours of retirement 

* by her accompanyment.* Immedi- 
Jately his eye glanced on the venerable 

oi trait of Honoria; he imagined hefaw 

er (landing by her daughter, with the 
fiddle under her chin; and the extreme 
pleafantnels of the conceit occafioned 
fuch a rifibility of Doricourt’s features, 
that he could fcarcely compofe them ere 
Henrietta and her mother entered the 
room. There was a fre(h glow upon 
{he cheeks of the former, which (as he 
before had fancied (he appeared much 
paler) he attributed to the pleafurc and 
Jurprize his prefence occafioned her. 
They talked of France, and upon ge¬ 
neral topicks.’ He was feveral times 
going to mention the portraits, but the 
importance of his other refleXions pre¬ 
vented him. Jienrietta appeared al¬ 


tered; but he was more pleafed with her 
ferious composure, than ever he had 
been with her livelieft tallies. ‘ I cer- 
‘ tainly love Henrietta,* thought he; 

4 I will marry her.* -Impatient to de»- 
clare his intentions, he foon pretended 
an excefiive admiration of their garden, 
of which he had a view from the par T 
lour-windpw; and, though in the heat 
of the day, requefted permittion towalk 
in it, accompanied by Henrietta; for he 
allured himfelf, when they knew the 
honour he deiigned them, they would 
readily excufe his haying previoufly ftep- 
ped a little afide from the rules of eti. 
quette. Henrietta, with a natural po- 
Jitenefs, (the effeX of no falhion) at¬ 
tended him. They came to a (hady 
bench; where, for a few minutes, he 
begged her to fit down by him. He 
then made an open declaration of 
his love, an offer of himfelf and for¬ 
tune. Henrietta was filent. * O de» • 
4 lightful filence!’ thought he, 4 more 

* eloquent than words. Thofe eyes 

* fpeak a volume of furprize, tender- 

* tiefs, and joy, I cannot mifunder- 
‘ (land!’ He was reading much more, 
vaftly to his own fatisfaXion, when Hen¬ 
rietta, whofe furprize alone was the real 
prevention to her fpeaking, faid—* I am 

* married.’—* Married!’ exclaimed Do¬ 
ricourt, ftarting from the bench, * oh, 

€ impoflible!’— 1 * It is true,* faid Hen¬ 
rietta, fmiling; * and if you will favour 

* me by walking back to the houfe, I 

* will introduce you to my hufband, 

‘ who x by this time is moft probably re- 

* turned.’ Doricourt, aftonilhed, con- 
fufed, knew not what to reply, but fol¬ 
lowed Henrietta into the houfe, fcarcely 
confeious whither (he led him. His 
eye glanced again on the portrait he had 
before fo much commended, and he 
gueffed now more iuftly for whom it 
was defigned; not the brother, but the 
hufband, of Henrietta. It appeared 
to have undergone a total change fince 
the firft view: he no longer faw intelli¬ 
gence in the countenance; it feemed 
clownifli, and the figure aukward. He 
was entertaining himfelf with thefe re¬ 
flexions, when the hu(b?nd, the happy 
Eugenius, entered the room. Henri¬ 
etta’s blue eyes beamed with a tender- 
nefs Doricourt could not then miftake; 
and her features were lighted up with a 
fmile that gave her new charms, as (he 
introduced Eugenius to her tinart vifi- 

tw« 
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tor. There was a grace in the perfon 
and manner of Eugenius that would 
have done honour to nobility; the dig¬ 
nity of the firft commanded refpeX, the 
fweetnefs of the laft excited admiration. 
His converfation was that of the well- 
informed mind; it poflefled not the foft- 
hefs of a courtier's, but the eafe of a gen¬ 
tleman's. Doricourt, notwithstanding 
his two y$ars polifh in France, could 
not help feeling awed and embarrafled; 
and, as foon as was confident wjthpro- 

} >riety, after many (hrugs, Aides, and a 
©ng exhibition of French grimace, took 
bis leave, inwardly lamenting the mor¬ 
tification of his vanity, even more than 
the difappointment of his wiflies ; for he 
found that it was poffible fora woman,af¬ 
ter having received his mod marked afli- 
jduities, to referve her heart for another. 

Id an indailt a crowd of recolleXions 
j-ufhed u|>on his mind. The duet, the 
portrait, and the mufical inftruments, 
appeared no myderies to him. He no 
longer faw the fiddle under the chin of 
Honoris, but under that of the happy 
Eugenius; and the idea poflefled no¬ 
thing humorous. He curfed France, 
and the hour that led him thither: had 
he dayed in England, he might perhaps 
have been bleffed with Henrietta. 

Any one lefs unthinking than Dori- 
court would, in an affair of fuch con- 
^eXure, have enquired of the people at 
■the inn relative to the inhabitants of the 
white boufe, and by that means have* 
been fpared fuch (as was the prefent) 
caufe of uneafinefs; but Doricourt ge¬ 
nerally depended with fomuch certainty 
tipori the information of his own mind, 
as to deem farther enquiries unne- 
ceflary. 

Tliefe reflexions, occafioned by his 
^cent omifiion, occurred to his ima¬ 


gination with undeniable convi^ion 
He faw himfelf in a much lefs favour¬ 
able light than ufual, and determined 
upon a nearerinvedigation into his own 
heart; a fubjeX he had never before 
confidered. He thought, had he been 
as afliduousto gain the efteem of Hen¬ 
rietta as to appear a man of fafliion, he 
might, ere then, have been worthy her 
heart, and happy in it’s pofieflion. He 
refolved to renounce diflipation, and 
dudy to be a rational being. The plea- 
fui es of the world he had never found 
fo fweet, as this mortification of his va¬ 
nity was fevere: and he learned that, to 
be admired, one mud appear unconfcious 
of attra6lions; and, to be refpeXed, one 
mud reverence virtue. 

Doricourt profited not long by thefe 
refleXions : inltead of going to his coun¬ 
try-feat, he went to the metropolis, where 
pleafure offered the fame allurements as 
formerly, and flattery ipread out it's 
dangerous fnare; his perfon was again 
praifed, and his fociety courted. 

Henrietta had long ceafed to think of 
Doricourt, and beheld him without any 
fenfible emotion. She had been married 
about three months to Eugenius; who, 
coming to take pofleffion of a large eflate 
in the neighbourhood, left him by the 
death of an uncle, faw Henrietta, con- 
verfed with her, loved her, and they 
were married. They refided irr the hroufe 
where Doricourt faw them till Eugenius’s 
feat was fitted up. Henrietta loved her 
hufband, lived with her mother, and was- 
happy; nor had (he a wifh beyond her 
domeftick enjoyments. Eugenius pre¬ 
ferred, his Henrietta to the whole world ; 
and refigned, with cheaifulnefs, the 
buftle of ambition, and the pleafures of 
London, for the quiet of retirement, and 
the charms of the country. 


the white mouse. 

A FAIRY TALE. 


I N the kingdom of Bonbobbin, which 
by the Chinefe annals appears to have 
flourilhed twenty thoufand years ago, 
there reigned a prince, endowed with 
$very accomplifliraent which generally 
diftingui/hes the fons of kings. His 
beauty was brighter than the fun: the 
fun, to which he was nearly related, 
would fometimes flop his courfe, ia order 
to lode, down and admire bim« 


His mind was not lefs perfeX than his 
body; he knew all things without hav¬ 
ing ever read : philofophers, poets, and 
hi ttorians, fubmitted their works to his 
decifion; and fo penetrating was he, that 
he could tell the merit of a book by 
looking on the cover. He made epick 
poems, tragedies, and pallorals, with 
furprizing facility: long, epigram, or 
rebus, was all one to him , though, it 
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is oh Served, he could never finifti an 
acroftick. In fhort, the Fairy who pre¬ 
sided at his birth had endued him with 
almoft every perfe&ion ; or, what was 
juft the fame, his Subjects were ready to 
acknowledge he pofiefted them all} and, 
for his own part, he knew nothing to 
the contrary. A prince fo accomplished, 
received a name Suitable to his merit; 
and he was called Bonbenin-bonbobbin- 
bonbobbinet, which Signifies Enlight¬ 
ener of the Sun. 

As he was very powerful, and yet un¬ 
married, all the neighbouring kings 
carneftly Sought his alliance. Each Sent 
his daughter, drefl*ed out in the moft 
magnificent manner, and with the molt 
Sumptuous retinue imaginable, in order 
to allure the prince; So that, at one time, 
there were Seen at his court not let's than 
ftven hundred foreign princefles, of ex- 
qnrlite Sentiment and beauty, each alone 
fufficient to make Seven hundred ordi¬ 
nary men happy. 

Di drafted in Such a variety, the gene¬ 
rous Bonberiin, had he not been obliged 
by the laws of the empire to make choice 
of one, would very willingly have mar¬ 
ried them all, for none underftood gal¬ 
lantry better. He Spent numberlefs hours 
of folicitude in endeavouring to deter¬ 
mine whom he ihould chufe : one lady 
was po fie fled of every perfeftion, but he 
did iked her eye-brows; another was 
brighter than the morning liar, but he 
disapproved her. fong-whang; a third 
did not lay white enough on her cheek ; 
and *a fourth did not Sufficiently blacken 
her nails* At laft, after numberlefs dis¬ 
appointments on the one fide and the 
other, he made choice of the incom¬ 
parable Nanhoa, Queen of the Scarlet 
jDragons. 

' The preparations for the royal nup¬ 
tials, or the envy of the disappointed 
ladies, needs no description; both the 
one and the other were as great as they 
could be. The beautiful princefs was 
conduftfcd, amidft admiring multitudes, 
to the rbyal couch ; where, after being 
divefted of every encumbering ornament, 
he came more chearful than the Morn¬ 
ing ; and, printing on her lips a burning 
kifs, the attendants took this as a proper 
fignal to withdraw. 

Perhaps I ought to have mentioned 
in the beginning, that, among feveral 
other qualifications, the prince was fond 
of colle&ing and breeding mice; which 
being an harmlefs paftime, nope Of his 


counsellors thought proper to difluade 
him from ; he therefore kept a great va¬ 
riety of thefe pretty little animals in the 
moft beautiful cages,enriched with dia¬ 
monds, rubies, emeralds, pearls, and 
other precious ftones: thus he innocently 
fpent four hours each day in contemplat¬ 
ing their innocent little paftimes. 

But to proceed. The prince and 
piincefs were now retired to repoft; 
and though night and Secrecy had drawn 
the curtain, yet delicacy retarded thofe 
enjoyments which paffion prefented to 
their view. The prince, happening to 
look towards the outfide of the bed, per¬ 
ceived one of the moft beautiful animals 
in the world, a White Moufe with green 
eyes, playipg about the floor, and per¬ 
forming an hundred pretty tricks. He 
was already mafter of blue mice, red 
mice, and even white mice with yellow 
eyes; but a White Moufe with green 
eyes was what he long endeavoured to 
po fiefs: wherefore, leaping from bed with 
the utmoft impatience and agility, the 
youthful prince attempted to feize the 
little charmer; but it was fled in a mo¬ 
ment ; for, alas! the moufe was fent by 
a difeontented princefs, and was itfelf a 
Fairy. 

It is impoffible to deferibe the agony 
of the prince upon this occafion. He 
fought round and round every part ot 
the room, even the bed where the princefs 
lay was not exempt from the enquiry * 
he turped the princefs on one fide and the 
other, ftripped her quite naked, but no 
m ou fe was to be found. The princefs her- 
ftlf was kind enough to auift, but ftil) 
to no purpofe. 

4 Alas r cried the young prince, in 
an agony, * how unhappy am I to be 
4 thus disappointed! Never, fure, was fo 

* beautiful an animal feen! I would give 

* half my kingdom and my princefs to 

* him that would find it.’ The princefs, 
though not much pleafed with the latter 

art of his offer, endeavoured to comfort 
im as well as (he could: (he let him 
know that he had an hundred mice.al¬ 
ready, which ought to be at leaft fuffi¬ 
cient to Satisfy any philofopher like him. 
Though none of them had green eyes* 
yet he fhould learn to thank Heaven that 
they had eyes. She told him*—for (he 
was a profound moralift—that incurable 
evils muft be borne, that ufelefs la¬ 
mentations were vain, and that man was 
bom to misfortunes : fhe even entreated 
him to return to bed, add fhe would en¬ 
deavour 
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dteavour to kill him on her bofom to re- 9 you to travel into the kingdom of the 


yofe. But ftill the prince continued in- 
eonfolable; and, regarding her with a 
Item air, for which his family was re¬ 
markable, he vowed never to deep in a 
royal palace, or indulge himfelf in the 
innocent pleafures of matrimony, till he 
had found the moufe with the green 
eyes. 

* When morning came, he publilhed an 
edift, offering half his kingdom, and his 
princef8, to that perfon who Ihould catch 
and bring him the White Moufe with 
.green eyes. 

The edift was fcarcely publilhed, 
when all the traps in the kingdom were 
baited with cheefei numberlefs mice 
were taken and deftroyed;, but ftill the 
ifittch wifhed-for moufe was not among 
the number. The privy council were 
aflembled more than once to give their 
advice; but all their deliberations came 
to nothing, even though there were two 
cOmpleat vermin-killers and three pro- 
fefled rat-catchers of the number. Fre¬ 
quent a^drefTes, as is ufual on extraor¬ 
dinary occafions, were fent from all 
parts of the-empire; but though thefe 
ptbmifed well, though in them he re¬ 
ceived an a flu ranee that his faithful fub- 
je£ls would aflift in his fearch with their 
lives and fortunes; yet, with all their 
ldyalty, they failed, when the time earned 
that the moufe was to be caught. 

The prince, therefore, was refolved to 
g© himfelf in. fearch, determined never 
to lay two nights in one place till he had 
found what he fought for. Thus, quit¬ 
ting his palace without attendants, he 
fet out upon his journey, and travelled 
through rqany a defax t, and eroded many 
a river, high over hills, and down along 
vales, ftill reftlefs, ftill enquiring where- 
ever he came j but no White Moufe was 
to be found. 

As, one day, fatigued with his jour¬ 
ney, he was (hading himfelf from the 
heat of the mid-day fun under the arch¬ 
ing branches of a banana- tree, medi¬ 
tating on the objeft of his purfuit, he 
perceived an old woman, hideoully de¬ 
formed, approaching him : by her ftoop, 
ahd the wrinkles of her vifcge, (he feemed 
at leaft five hundred years old; and the 
(potted toad was not more freckled than 
was her lkin.‘ 9 Ah, Prince Bonbenin- 
9 bonbobbin-bonbobbinetP cried the 
creature, * what has led you fo many thou- 
* fafld miles from your own kingddm ? 

4 What i sit you look for,and what induct# 


9 Emmets ?' The prince, Who was ex- 
ceflively complaifant, told her the whole 
ftory three times over; for (he was hard 
of hearing. 9 Well,’ fays the old Fairy, 
for fuch (he was. * I promile to put you 
4 in pofleflion of the White Moufe with 
4 green eyes, and that immediately too, 
4 upon one condition.’—* One -condi- 
9 tion!’ continued the prince in a rap¬ 
ture; * name a thoufand; I (hall undergo 
4 them all with pleafure!’—* Nay,' in* 
terrupted the old Fairy, 4 I alk but one, 

4 and that not very mortifying neither; 

4 it is only that you inftantly content to 
9 marry me.' 

It is impoflible to exprefs the prince's 
confufion at this demand; he loved the 
moufe, but he detefted the bride: he heli- 
tated ; he defired time to think upon the 
propofal. He would have been glad to 
confute his friends on fuch an occafion. 

* Nay, nay,’ cried the odious Fairy, 4 if 
4 you demur, I retratt my promife; I 
4 do not defire to force my favours on 
9 any man. Here, you my attendants,* 
cried (lie, damping with her foot, 4 let 
4 my machine be driven up: Barbacela, 

9 Queen of Emmets, is not ufed to con- 
4 temptuous trtatment.* She had no 
fooner fpoken, than her fiery chariot ap¬ 
peared in the air, drawn by two fnails ; 
and (he was juft going to ftep in, when 
the prince refle&ed, that now or never 
was the time to be in poftefllon of the 
White Moufe; and quite forgetting his 
lawful Princefs Nanhoa, falling on his 
knees, he implored forgivenefs for hav¬ 
ing ralhly reje&ed 13 much beauty. This 
well-timed compliment inftantly ap- 
peafed the angry Fairy: (lie affe£led an 
nideous leerol approbation ; and, taking 
the young prince by the hand, conduced 
him to a neighbouring church, where 
they were married together in a moment. 
As loon as the ceremony was performed, 
the jfcince, who was to the lalt degree de- 
firous of feeing his favourite moufe, re¬ 
minded the bride of her promife. * To 
4 confefs a truth, my prince,’ cried Ihe, 

4 I myfelf am that very White Mo, fe 
4 you faw on your wedding-night in th« 

4 roy al apartment. I now, there foi e, 

4 give you your choice, whether you - 
4 would have me a moufe by day, and a 
4 woman by night, or a moufe by night, 

* and H woman by day.’ Though the 
prince was an excellent cafuift, he was 
quite at a lofs how to determine $ but, 
at laft, thought it moft prudent to have 
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recourfe to a Blue Cat, that had followed 
him from his own dominions, and fre¬ 
quently a mu fed him with it’s converfation, 
and afiifted him with it’s advice : in fa£l, 
this cat was no other than the faithful 
Princefs Nanhoa herfelf, who had (hared 
with him all his hard (hips in this dif- 
guife. 

By her inftru&ions he was determined 
in his choice; and returning to the old 
Fairy, prudently obferved, that, a9 (he 
mud have been feniible he had married 
her only for the fake of what (he had, 
and not for her perfonal qualifications, 
he thought it would, for feveral reafons, 
be molt convenient if (he continued a 
woman by day, and appeared a moufe 
by night. 

The old Fairy was a good deal mor¬ 
tified at her hufband’s want of gallantry, 
though (he was relu&antly obliged to 
comply : the day was therefore fpent in 
the moft polite amufement; the gentle¬ 
men talked, the ladies laughed, and were 
angry. At la 11 the happy night drew 
near; the Blue Cat ftill ftuck by the fide 
of it’s mailer, and even followed him to 
the bridal apartment. Barbacela en¬ 
tered the chamber, wearing a train fifteen 
yards long, (V.pported by porcupines, 
and all over belet with jewels, which 
ferved to rendec her more deteftable. She 
was juft ftepping into bed to the prince, 
forgetting her promife, when he infilled 
upon feeing her in the (hape of a moufe. 
She had promifed, and no Fairy can 
break her word: wherefore, aftuming 
the figure of the moft beautiful moufe 


m the world, Jhe (kipped and played 
about with an infinity of amufement. 
The prince, in an agony of rapture, was 
defirous of feeing -his pretty playfellow- 
move a (low dance abbut the noor to his 
own Tinging: he began to fing, and the 
moufe immediately to perform with the 
moft perfect knowledge of time, and the 
fineft grace and greateft gravity ima¬ 
ginable. It only began ; for Nanhoa, 
who had long waited for the opportunity 
in the (hape of a cat, flew upon it in- 
ftantly without remorfe; and, eating it 
up in the hundredth part of a moment, 
broke the charm, ana then refumed her 
natural figure. 

The prince now found that he bad al 
along been under the power of enchant* 
ment; that his paffion for the White 
Moufe was entirely fi&itious, and not 
the genuine complexion of his foul: he 
now faw that his earneftnefs after mice 
was an illiberal amufement, and much 
more becoming a rat-catcher than a 
prince. All his me?nne(Tes now dared 
him in the face) he begged the princefs’s 
pardon an hundred times. The princefs 
very readily forgave Kim ; and, both re¬ 
turning to their palace in Bonbobbin, 
lived very happily together, and reigned 
many years, with all that wifdom which, 
by the dory, they appear to have pof- 
fefied; perfe&ly convinced, from their 
former adventures, that thofe who 
place their affections on trifles at fird for 
amufement, will find thofe trifles, at lad, 
become their mod ferious concern. 


THE GARDEN AND THE DESART. 

A FABLE. 

ADDRESSED TO YOUNG MEN. 


I N a country very far from Engfend 
there once lived a young prince, to 
whom his father granted the permiflion 
of travelling all over his dominions ; 
and, as an additional favour,, that cf 
building bimfelf an habitation in what¬ 
ever part of them he (hould like 
belt. In order to this, the young prince 
fet out, accompanied by a number of 
workmen, and all forts of artizans. 

They had travelled a long time, when 
he arrived, followed by his whole fuite, 
at the ^entrance of a very large Pe&i't, 


which offered to his attention the moft 
varied profpeCl imaginable j. though, ex* 
cept where the rocks arofe, it was almoft 
entirely covered with fern. Befides this 
difadvantage, there were innumerable 
quagmires on every fide of it, which 
foon proved fatal to a number of the 
prince’s attendants, while he himlelf 
narrowly efcaped finking into one of 
them, through the vigilance and alacrity 
of 4 wife old- man, who ferved as his 
guide on the road, and who, befides, had 
lived many years o&this Itafeit, 
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By an nnaccoun tabft heedteffiiefs, nei¬ 
ther the revealed danger of thofe fatal 
morafles, nor even the mifchief they had 
actuallyoccafioned, feemed much to de¬ 
ter either the elder or younger men of 
the prince's train from approaching 
them; and as for himfelf, after the peril 
he had been with difficulty preferred 
from, he thonghv it a fufficient effort df 
prudence to keep at a certain di dance 
mm them; and delivered himfelf up, 
without reftrve, to the pleafure he felt 
in gazing on the fcenes around. They 
were enlivened by the appearance of fe- 
veral groves of wild-bumes; and, from 
the top of the rocks, the ocean might be 
difcerned no great way off. But what 
feemed the mod worthy of engaging, 
though it lead engaged, the attention of 
himfelf and his followers, the old man 
above-mentioned excepted, were a pair 
of immcnk gates at a confiderable dis¬ 
tance | which, though the approach to 
them was raoftly overgrown with briars, 
difcovered to the eye a fight the mod en¬ 
chanting-—a Garden that excelled the 
faired fcenes in nature, and even went 
beyond our ideas of Fairyifm, or the 
Eiyfian Fields. The ere&iont that 
adorned the beautiful verdure, and glit¬ 
tered amidd the tall, unfading trees, were 
tranfparentTas crydal; and the fky that 
dretched over, above, preftnted the idea 
of never-ruffled ferenity; while that over 
the Defe.it was mod frequently didurbed 
by the rolling of dark clouds. 

Notwith(landing this driking diffe¬ 
rence, and the infinite and vifibl/e fupe- 
riority of the Garden over his prefent 
foliation, the prince fuffered himfelf to 
be won by tlie wild and imperfe& beau¬ 
ties of his favourite heath, and a&ually 
commanded his workmen to begin the 
proje&ed houfe at the fummit ot one of 
the deeped and craggied rocks. The 
fege guide who attended him took the 
liberty of expoftUlating on the abfordity 
of this conduit. 4 You have proceeded*’ 
he exclaimed, ( a confiderable way, and 
4 your progrefs has already brought you 
4 half over the Defert. What are the 
4 advantages that dop your courft ^ Ir>- 
4 fotuated by the mod irregular charms, 

4 by the rood unfatisfadory pleafures, 

4 will you negleft the divine beauties of 
4 the feeaebefore you? Oh, my prince! 

4 if you are blind enough to wife a 
4 longeripjourmnemt here, at lead fend 
4 on your artidt before you. with orders 
VOL.II, 


4 to prepare a lading abode in that lovely 
• Garden for your reception, when the 
4 influence that now perfuade* you (hall 
4 be at an end; for to an end it will 
4 come, believe me.’—* 4 It may be ft,* 
replied the future monarch ; * butyour 
4 conjecture (hall not determine me 
4 again A'my inclination*. You can ad- 
4 vance towards the fterfes you fo much 
4 admire, and which, I own, are pre^ 
4 ferable to theft in all appearance; But 
4 we fee them afar off, whereas the plea- 
4 fures of the prefent ones are in my 
4 power. In various places vines are 
4 mowing, whofe fruit is of a delicious 
4 Savour; and near the rock I have 
4 pitched on for my place of refidence, 

4 beautiful damfels are wandering with- 
4 out guide. Thefe inducements fix my 
4 resolution; and I will not, on account 
4 of an unknown and didant happinefs, 
4 attempt to refill their drength. Pro*- 
4 ceed you towards the obje& you prefer; 
4 my abode is here.’ — 4 Unfortunate 
4 prince T cried the fage in return, with 
regret, 4 you know not what yoy do* 

4 yet, while I look forward with i.wpa- 
4 tience to the time when the iUufions 
4 that furround you (hall be diffipated, 

4 I will not leave you entirely to your 
4 fate,, but divide my attention between 
4 the care of eradicating the briars that 
4 lie before us, and that of watching 
4 over your unguided a&ions.’ 

The old man was faithful to his pro- 
mife; but he drove vainly to induce 
fome of the prince's dependants to follow 
his example. A final! number were de^ 
tained by tlie feme allurements that afled 
with fuch force on their matter; but far 
the greater part were engroffed by a 
mine, into which they had thrown them - 
felves with avidity on fird entering the 
Defart. The old man, mean time, made 
a flow but fucceftful x progrefe; till at 
length his path was cleared, and he 
turned back in vain to look for his 
prince. His wearmefs, and the appear¬ 
ance of farther toil, for a feort while de* 
terred him; but affe&ion foon overcame, 
and be returned in qued of the unfor¬ 
tunate youth, whom he found enfeebled 
and lamenting in his magnificent abode. 
The pleafures he had rated fo high, he 
had found were poifoyed; and his ar~ 
tendants were either loft in tlie mine, or 
drowned in the ocean. He bin feed at 
the fight of his ncgie&ed guide; but was 
furprized by his comfortings, and fol- 
S s lowed 
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lowed httti injilence. The path that was 
cleared admitted only of one, therefore 
his inarch was toilfome and laborious ; 
for the briars were grown infinitely 
Wronger by time, and the prince was 
farther difcouraged by his apprehenfions 
of finding the beautiful gates fattened 
againft him : but when they were at 
length arrived through every difficulty, 
the fage and friendly conduaor that at¬ 
tended him removed his fears by the 
following words ; * My fon, thou haft 


c afted wrong; but thou haft feen thy 

* folly. Not half the difficulties thou 

* haft now overcome would have op- 

* pofed thy progrefs, hadft thou fet out 

* on it fooner: but to have conquered 

* them is fufficient; and, fortunately, 

* thou haft had time allowed thee, which 

* all have not. Know, thefe gates ftand 

* perpetually open ; and whofoever ad- 

* vances with good heart and refolution 

* towards them, is fure of a facile and 

* blcffed admittance T 


THE ELM, AND THE OTHER TREES, 

A FABLE. 

ADDRESSED TO YOUNG WOMEN. 


T HERE was a young Elm grew 
on a certain green fpot within the 
foreft, flickered round by feveral old 
elms; which, however, in procefs of 
time, arriving at perfection, were cut 
down by the owner of the foreft. The 
younger one then lay very much expofed 5 
flie was lcorched by the fun, the rain beat 
a£aihft her, the hurricanes broke down 
her branches, and the herds cropped 
her green foliage. To defend her from 
thefe latter, the owner of the foreft en- 
clofed her with a railing, and bade her 
be of good heart, for that no mifehief 
could come to her without his know¬ 
ledge. Notwithftanding‘which, feveral 
other trees that flood near offered to 
come and defend her with their ftronger 
boughs, for the fpot (he grew in might 
very eafily hold another befides herfelf. 
The brave Oak made a tender of his pro¬ 
tection ; and reprefen ted that, under the 
(helter of branches like his, fhe mutt be 
beyond the reach of every danger. The 
lordly Pine faid that, over-awed by the 
tnajefty of his^ afpeCt, none would dare 
to approach j and the melancholy Cy- 
prefs pleaded, that though he might 
prove incapable of warding off any evil 
whatfoever, yet his tendernels and affec¬ 
tion would always compaflionate her 
fufferings, and foothe her in diftrefs. 
The fopling Fir, too, endeavoured to re¬ 
commend himfelf j but, as all he could 
urge in his favoiir was his fpruce ap¬ 
pearance, (be difearded him at once; 
and, after fome reflection, told the others, 


that (he efteemeJ it the wifeft way far 
her to truft to the owner of the foreft 
alone, and not, by receiving the proffered 
fervices of any one of them, fubjeCt her¬ 
felf to the bent of their foreign difpofi- 
tion. It is true, fhe fomewhat fufpefted 
they were more induced by the beauty 
and fertility of her fituation, and by the 
defire of fharing it with her, than hy any 
real anxiety for her welfare, or attach¬ 
ment to herfelf; wherefore fhe fummed 
up her anfwer in thefe words—* If I 

* could perfuade myfelf to liften to any 

* of you, it would be to the Cyprefr, 

* who, as he promifes lefs, might per- 

* haps perform more than the others; 

* befides that, the nature of the Oak or 1 

* the Pine, would but ill fuit with my 

* own. Intercepted by them, the rays 

* of the fun could never reach me. If 

* a ftorm bent them down, I fhould be 
4 involved in the ruin; they would en- 

* tyngle me in their branches; and the 

* leaf? ill they could do me, would be 

* to draw off the richnels of the foil that 
c feeds my root, for their own nourifh- 

* ment. Befides, if I once received a | 

* companion in the light of a protestor, j 

* whether he proved fuch or not, I never 

* fhould be able to rid myfelf of him, , 

* however delirous I might become of 

* returning to my former ftate. There- 

* fore, in confideration of thefe objec- 

* tions, at the fame time refolving to 

* afford all the fhelter I can within my , 
c own circle, I will place my entire con- \ 
1 fidence in the lord of the foreft, who 

* has 
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1 has promifed he will not forfake me, 

* and in the railing he has inclofed me 

* with j and never (ubmit to the nominal 

* prote&ion of a feeble plant, that grows 

* only as I do.’ 

The Trees, hearing this reply, with¬ 
drew their fbitj and the owner of the 
foreft, hearing it too, commended the 


Elm for her fortitude; and, in remem♦ 
brance of it, ordered this infcription to. 
be engraved on her bark— 


Ferme. 


THE 

DANGERS of DELAY. 


BY JOHN GIFFORD, ES<*. 


C ERES and Pomona, the fair hand¬ 
maid s of Autumn, had juft re¬ 
ceived 

* The well-paid recompence of chearful toil, 

‘ The annual tribute of a grateful foil;* 

the trees, clad in their faffron robes, pro¬ 
claimed the near approach of winter: in 
ihort, it was the latter end of O&ober, 
when-—thanks to the partial favours of 
the blind goddefs'.—having more food 
than appetite, I refolvedto court the vul¬ 
gar fmiles of peafant-loving Hunger. 

Seaton, die companion of my youth,dif- 
gufted with a fervice in which the ftrong- 
urged claims of merit are conftantly 
iilenced by the more powerful clamours 
of rank and intereft; (hocked, too, at 
feeing Ignorance at the helm, which 
ftipuld be fwayed but by the hand of 
Wifdom 5 had retired from the quarter¬ 
deck to a fnug box in the neighbourhood 
of Kilburn ; where, with a wife he che- 
riftied, and an income which fcorned de- 
pendance, he enjoyed the true 4 Otium 
4 cum digmtatt \ and, at the fight of an 
old friend,would exclaim, with enthuii- 
aftick ardour—* Invent portum,' But 
whether to his fair habitation, or to his 
fairer fpottfe, this exclamation was di- 
*e£led, let abler cafuifts determine. 

. Hither, then, to coyrt 4 ftern Labour's 
*. offspring,* by health-promoting exer- 
cife, I refolved to bend my fteps. The 
morning was cold. I took my way 
acrofs the fields. A (harp eafterly wind 
bad ftrewed the path with leaves; the 
hedges were dripped of their autumnal 
garb; the chilled birds, with drooping 
wings,, fat in mute melancholy on the 
quivering fpray: ~ every thing vfcre a 
wintry appearance. 


I was advancing rapidly, with my hat 
flapped over my face, to (helter me from 
the keen blaft; and had reached the fe- 
cond ftile, when a feeble voice, implor¬ 
ing charity, (truck my ear. I have laid 
the wind blew cold ; alas! it blew to my 
heart, froze it’s genial current, and ren¬ 
dered it callous to the plaints of woe- 
worn mifery, of expiring wretchednefs. 
I paid no attention to the prayer; nor 
(hould have looked afide. to notice the 
object who proffered it, but from acci¬ 
dent. The ftile was narrow; and im¬ 
mediately before me was an elderly 
couple, with an infant family, who fo 
fully occupied it for fome minutes, that 
I was compelled to ftop. The beggar 
repeated his petition, but in a voice fo 
broken by weaknefs as to be fcarcely in¬ 
telligible. I now turned my eyes to¬ 
wards him, and beheld every emblem 
of wretchednefs realized in his perfon ; 
the furrows in his cheeks feemcd as 
channels exprefsly formed by the hand 
of Mifery for the tears of grief; penury, 
more than age, had immaturely thinned 
and filvered his locks, bared to the cut¬ 
ting air, from which his body was but 
half (heltered by a tattered rug; the 
damps to which he was oonftantly ex- 
pofed had brought on an ague j and he 
allured me that he had neither received 
fuccour nor fuftenance for three whole 
days. • But, Heaven be prailed!' faid 
he, * I have not long to fuffer!* My 
hand, by an involuntary impulfe, was 
directed to my pocket; but, as the dc* il 
would have i>, my great-coat was but¬ 
toned to the bottom, and my money was 
in my waiftcoat-pocket: at this time, 
too, the ftile was cleared— 4 I am. forty, 
Vfriend, I have no halfpence,' laid I, 
S s » The 
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The beggar caft his eyes upwards, and 
fighed. It was the figh of refignation, 
Aot of reproach. Iblufned inwardly; but 
again repeated, though with added foft- 
nefs of voice—* J fhajl fee you, ray good 
4 friend, on ray return.'—* Heaven re- 

* ward you, Sir!’ faid he. * I am forry, 

* my good friend, I have no halfpence 
4 now.’ A9 I got over the ftile—* It 
4 is a lye! a pitiful lye! a vicious lye!' 
faid Confcience. * No,' fays Sentiment, 
4 it is no fuch thing: though it be, in 
4 fa£l, a deviation from truth, it is not 
4 only a juftifiable, but a laudable, devi- 
4 ation} for though it flung by difap- 
4 pointment, it foothed by hope ; and as 
4 it is intended to realise tbe hope it 
4 railed, it was a delufion founded in 

* virtue . 1 

Though the fuggeftions of Sentiment 
pleafed* they did not convince: Con- 
icience is a powerful monitor, and will 
be heard, even where ihe is not re- 
ijiefted, 

I walked forward, but with uncertain 
Heps ; it was the pace of hefitation; one 
moment rapid, as if anxious to leave 
spy feelings at a diftance behind me3 
tjje next, flow, as half-tempted to return 
and repair what I felt to be worfe than 
error. 

, In this painful ftruggle between Sen¬ 
timent apd Conference, I had proceeded 
the length of two fields, when an objeft 
prefented jt&lf which put an inftant ter- 
. mination to the conteft, by fairly driving 
both the combatants from the field of 
battle. It was a lovely young girl lean- 
jpg on a gate : her eyes, from which ftole 
the fi’.ent tear,, intently fixed on the 
grpnnd ; her jetty locks, yet undefiled 
by art, ip native ringlets (ported in the 
\yind, which had given an added bloom 
tp the rofes of health, in vernal vigour 
fiourifiiing on her fair cheek, and ap¬ 
parently receiving frelh beauty from the 
wholefome dews of forrow which fo 
iyveedy befpri#kled them. Her drefs was 
of that kind as, with it’s firft glofs On, 
would have been favoured with the fig- 
nificapt epithet Jecent ; but, in it’s pre- 
i'ent hate, betrayed evident lymptoms of 
poverty: in a word, it had been good, 
bgt * was. worfe for wear.’ I flopped 
ih<to view this interefiing objeft; and 
:i trefn eonflift now gvoi'e within my 
bofom. I refolved to addrefs her; but 
whether in the tone of eafy familiarity, 
01 .of xefpe&ful civility, was the. quef- 
tion. Nature prompted fatten muds \ 


but Worldly Wifijom, who ever feta the 
di&ates of Nature at defiance, and with 
afte&ed arrogance afftimes a defpotick 
authority which, with fupercilious dif- 
dain, (he exerts on ail occafions, in con¬ 
tempt of honour, in fcorn of rectitude— 
Worldly Wifdom, I fay, di&ated that 
ftile of addrefs which conceals confcioua 
fuperiority under the mafic of gay Fa¬ 
miliarity. I approached ; and, taking 
her by the hand, obferved to her, with 
an air of jocularity, that the keennefs of 
the wind would blight the blofTom of 
herbeauty. She ftarted, modeftly with¬ 
drew her hand, and hung down her 
head; and that with an air of drje&ion 
(b totally exempt from affe&ation, as 
made me feel a momentary impulfe of 
repentance. Her tears flowed kfirefhi 
I hrijtated ; a refpe&ful apology for in- 
folent intrufion quivered on my lips. 
But Worldly Wiidom, fcorning to con- 
fefs her fallibility, whifpered that her 
tears were but the tears of virtue for de¬ 
parted honour. Fortified with this cha¬ 
ritable idea, I renewed my attack,- and 
propofed to her to accompany me to Tbe 
Wells. She gave a filent afient; and, 
taking the arm I held out to her, we 
walked gently forward. As we pro¬ 
ceeded, I made an attempt—not, by 
kind participation, to fbothe her grief; 
but, by the loofe effufions of affixed 
gaiety, to raife a trar.fient fmile on the 
cheek of Sorrow, at the expence of feel¬ 
ing : nor was it in the hope that the 
fmile fo railed would give to her heart a 
momentary relief from the painful fen- 
fations which feemed to opprefs it, but 
merely with the felfifh view of enhancing 
that pleafure on which my imagination 
already feafled. The attempt, however, 
met with the fuccefs it merited. Her 
tears, indeed, had fubfided; but 
were fucceeded by a fixed and fettled 
gloom, equally infenfible to the attacks 
of licentious ribaldry, and the proffered 
aid of confolatoryv advice. Her filence 
continued, in fpite of all my efforts ta 
hreakit, till we came within fight of the 
houfe; when fhe fuddenly flopped fhort 
with the ftart of recollection, and ex¬ 
claimed, in the wild accents of defpahw* 

* My God ! whither am I going f' She 
feemed as if juft awakened from a dream, 
wherein (he had advanced to the brink 
of a precipice, the idea of which ffitt 
made her ihudder with horror. She 
had Whdnrw® her arm from mine, 
returning with baity ftepv and was al¬ 
ready 
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ready tt Co me diftance from the fpoton 
which I flood, before I fufficiently reco¬ 
vered from the aftonilhment into which 
t)ii$ fadden ejaculation had thrown me f 
to follow her. I, however, loon over¬ 
took her$ and, laving hold of berjiand, 
earned]y entreated her to return with me 
to The Wells. This Ihe refolutely re- 
fufed, and her refufel was accompanied 
by a torrent of tears. Her diflreis bore 
fiich a vifible damp of reality. Nature 
bad written fincerity on her countenance 
in fuch legible chambers, that a man of 
lefs refinement, one who piqued himftlf 
lefs on his knowledge of the world than 
myfelf, could not poiubly have erred. 
But to me this agony of grief appeared 
the refult of deep aefign,an artful fchemo 
of a finilhed courtezan. Her garb In¬ 
deed, our fortuitous meeting, die place 
in which we met, offered luch a com¬ 
bination of unfavourable circumdances 
to the idea which I entertained of her, 
as, to unbiafled reafon, mud have pro¬ 
duced irrefifttbie convi&ion \ but when 
the mind has adopted a favourite fydem, 
it is curious to ooferve with what fur- 
rizing facility it removes every obftacle* 
owever ftrongly fortified by art or 
nature, and renders every thing fubfervi- 
ent to it's own plan. In full expectation 
of finding my fagacious conjectures 
ftrengthened by the recital, I requetted 
Die would favour me with the hiftory of 
her life; nothing doubting but it could 
be duly diverlihed with the ufual .era- 
bellifhments of matrimonial promifes 
folemnly made and flightly broken) 
the fimple eye of innocence dazzled by 
the fplendour of rank) long druggies) 
bafe deceptions; virtue feduced; ana the 
numerous train of nufery ever atten¬ 
dant on faux-pas. 

4 Come,’ faid I, 4 let me know your 

* dory} your misfortunes, I dare fay, 

* are hot irremediable) and it may per- 

* haps be in my power to afford you. 
4 relief.’—* Ah, Sir!* faid the fair 
mourner, dropping on her knees, 4 could 
4 you but remove the caufe of my pre- 

* lent anxiety, my life would be too 
4 Ihort to repay fo large a debt of gra- 

titude as I mould tnence incur.’— 

4 If the caufe come within the bounds 

* of moderation, a much fhorter period 
4 will fuffice i but you excite my curi* 

4 ofityj haflen, therefore, to gratify it.’ 
She arofe; I led her to a ftile, on which 
we footed ourftlves, and fke began as 
follow*^ 


4 The dory of my misfortunes is 
4 fhort; and to you. Sir, I fpar, it will 
4 prove uninterefting* forrows, however 
4 poignant, mud loft by recital) and a 
4 fimple narrative of artlefs faCls can 
4 feldom convey to the bread of a 
4 dranger any portion of tbofe feelings 
4 which are experienced by an interefled 
4 narrator. I have not yet attained roy 
4 ftventeenth year) nor, till within this 
4 twelvemonth, have 1 known one pain* 
4 ful hour. My father’s name was Vil- 
4 lars: he was curate of a village in Ox* 
4 fordfhire. His curacy was not lucra* 
4 tivej but, with the addition of an an* 
4 nuity granted him by a young noble* 
4 man with whom he had travelled, he, 
4 and my mother—who was the orphan- 
4 daughter of a neighbouring reCtor, 
4 and had been left deditute of fortune, 
4 and confequently of friends—contriv- 
4 ed to pafs their lives in comfort, and 
4 to referve their mite for charity. My 
4 father, endued with too much fenfe to 
4 regard poverty as a reproach,and pof- 
4 felled of too much humility to treat 
4 it with the fcowl of difdain, daily 
4 vifited the cottage of the labourer) ia 
4 ficknefs or in health proved bi s conftant 
4 friend. Nor was he weak nor wicked 
4 enough to believe that bis duty was 
4 whollydifebarged bytheadminiftratiop 
4 of fpiritual advice and mental exhor* 
4 tation: no l to the wants of the 
4 body, not lefs than to tbofe of the 
4 mind, did he adrainifter; nor did the 
4 afliftance he afforded, always fuited 
4 to the urgency of the occauon, ever 
4 fail to infpire that refpefl for the pre- 
4 ceptor which gives double force to 
4 his precepts. I was his only child) 
4 and the extraordinaiy pains which he 
4 took with my education—pains which 
4 he would frequently exclaim, with the 
4 partial fond nets of a parent, were 
4 amply recompenfed by my dole atten- 
4 tion and rapid progiefs—formed his 
4 chief amufement, and almoft his (ole 
4 relaxation from the duties of a Aation 
4 which he julily deemed of fufficient 
4 importance to engrofs a my con* 
4 fiderable portion of his time and atten* 
4 tion. Thus, loved and refpe&ed by 
4 the whole paiifo—-except, indeed, by 
4 the lord of the manor, of whofe fporta 
4 he had neither leifure nor inclination 
4 to partake, and whofe coarft invita* 
4 tiorn, in the hofem of Liberality, were 
4 more likely to create di%uft than to 
4 pom** wtitiognift to accep t — thus , 

flbjo 
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* I fay, with this (ingle exception, an 

* obje£l of tmiverfal love and refpecl, 

* did my father pafs his days, in the full 

* pofleffion nf that happinefs which is 
4 the fure refult of gooa actions. 

* At the beginning of November 

* laft, an induftrious cottager, one of 
4 his parifhionejs, was feized with a 

* violent fever, which baffled the ar^ 

4 of the furgebn whom my father hacj 

* fent for to attend him. On the fecont} 

4 day he was given Over; and, as the 
4 fever was of the putrid kind, my fa- 

* ther was warned not to approach his 
4 bed. To this warning*, alas! he paiq 
4 but too little attention 5 he would not 
4 fuffer any confideration of perfonaj 
4 danger to deter him from purfuing th^ 
4 drift lify of his duty; he infilled or} 
4 the neceffity of bellowing preparatory 
4 confolation, at the approach of that 
4 awful hour, which even the mind im- 
4 preffed by education with a juft fenfe 
4 of it’s duty, and urged by rigid pim- 
4 ciples of moral reftitude to’a duedif- 
/ charge of it, cannot beliold, without 
4 fortie portion of fear and trembling— 
4 aweakriefs infeparable from humanity. 
4 All, therefore, that he would grant to 
4 the urgent entreaties and repeated foli- 
4 citations of my mother and felf, was 
4 to provide himfelf with vinegar, cam- 
4 phire, and other antifepticks, that our 
4 fears might be fomewhat diminifhed 
4 by the diminution of danger. This 
4 precaution, however, proved inef- 
4 feftual; my father caught the infec- 
4 tion, which evinced itfelf on his re- 
4 turn from the cottager’s funeral; and 
4 it’s progrefs was fo rapid, th^t in eight 
4 and forty hours he breathed his laft.’ 
Here Ike wept bitterly, and it was fome 
minutes before (he could compofe herfelf 
fufficiently to proceed: when (he had 
fomewhat recovered herfelf, (he thus 
purfued her (lory— 

4 Though refig nation, the certain 
4 fruit of unaffected piety, my father 
4 had conftantly preached and praftifed; 
« to us, in the firft hours of agonizing 
4 grief, his leffons and example proved 
4 of little avail; our real’on obfeured by 
4 forrow, we gave free vent to our com- 
4 plaints, and dared toaccufe the Deity 
4 fof injuftice—impious accufation! to 
4 which we mayj with juftice, attribute 
4 our prefent calamities. 

**By my father’s unexpected death, 
4 we found ourfelves deprived of all 

* means of fupport; a new curate was 


4 inftantly appointed by the reftor; we 
4 were therefore compelled to quit oar 
4 habitation; and my mother deter- 
4 mined to repair to London, where 
4 (he had a firft-coufm who was in a 
4 conlideiable way of bufinefs in the 
4 ^city. Our whole (lock of money fell 
4 fhort of a hundred pounds. On our 
4 arrival, we enquired for this relation, 

4 and found he had quitted bufinefs, 

4 having acquired a large fortune, and 
4 then lived at a houfe he had purchafedl 
4 about two miles beyond Kilburn. 

4 My mother waited on him, and was 
4 received in a manner which ferved to 
4 convince her that her kinfman was by 
4 no means pleafed with her viiit: he, 

4 however, condefcended to affill her 
4 with his advice ; which was, to take a 
4 houfe in a good neighbourhood, ex- 
4 pend what money (he was miftrefs of 
4 in the jmchafe of decent furniture, 

4 referve to herfelf a fmgle room, and 
4 let out the reft of the houfe ready- 
4 fumifhed. By this means, he faid, 

4 (he would be affured of a fubfiftcnce, 

4 which might be rendered more com- 
4 fortable by my labour, as I might 
4 take in plain-work, which I (hould 
4 find no difficulty in procuring. This 
4 advice my mother readily adopted, and 
4 was by him recommended to a gentle- 
4 man in the city, who had a houfe tp 
4 let in Broad Street, near the Royal 
4 Exchange. She was accepted for a 
4 tenant; the houfe was fpeedily fur- 
4 niifhed; and a lodger as fpeedity found, 
4 who remained in the lodging till within 
4 thefe fix weeks, when he decamped 
4 without paying his rent. My mother 
4 had repeatedly hinted to him, that (he 
4 (hould be glad if he would-pay her, 

4 but had never Courage to prefs him on 
4 the fubjeft: honed herfelf, (he fufpefted 
4 no one of difhonefty; and we lived as 
4 well as we could on the produce of our 
4 joint labour. At the expiration of the 
4 half-year, the landlord applied for his 
4 rent, which my mother promifed him 
4 . (hould be ready by the next quarter; 
4 but, ere Michaelmas came, our lodger 
4 left the houfe, and (he had not the 
‘ means of payment. Her landlord, 
4 irritated *ut this inevitable failure in 
4 her promife, threatened to feize her 
4 furniture, and turn us into the ftreet. 
4 He has hitherto confined himfelf to 
4 threats; but yefterday he called, and 
4 pofitively declared, that if he had not 
4 the money by eight o’clock tfiiseven- 
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* ing, to-morrow morning he would put exceeded my expences, and I had neither 

* his menaces in execution. My mo* friends nor relations who, from fitu- 
‘ ther has made repeated applications, ation, had tlie leaft claims on my purfe. 

* both perfonally and by letter, to her «• Befides,’ laid I, * this girl’s tale may 

* coufm, who had recommended her to * be all fiftitious; Ihe may have been 

* the landlord, but without l’uccefs: at 4 with a company of (trolling players, 

* lalt, indeed, (he was retufed admit* * and from them have learnt a correft- 

* tance, and her letters he never deigned 4 nefs of diction'and fluency of lan- 

* to anfwer. As we were reduced to c guage adapted to the purpofes of de- . 
4 this cruel extremity, which has almoft 4 ception. To be the dupe of a child, 

4 broken the heart of my poor mother, * would he to gain the fummit of ridi- 
■* I refolved to wait on him myfelf, and 4 cule. No, no, it won’t do!’ Having 
4 accordingly letout this morning as foon thus weighed the matter with that juft 
4 as it was light. I gained admiflion to equilibrium which is ever prelerved when 
4 his prefence merely by being unknown inter eft holds the feales, I refolved, with 

* tahis fervants: he received me un- rigid firmnels, to relift the evidence of 
4 kindly; nay, brutally; turned a deaf conviftion, and refufe to prove-myfelf 

* ear to all my remonftrances, taxed my a x man y left I (Wild become adapt* 

4 mother with imprudence, faid (he de- * I am forry, my fair unfortunate,’ faid 

ferved the worft that could befal her, I, * that fifteen pounds am more than I 
4 and difmifled me from his houfe, with 4 caa afford to part with; but if a brace 
4 orders to his fervants never more to * of guineas will anfwer your purpole, 

* fuffer me to.approach it. This cruel * accompany me to the Wells; it is too 
4 treatment almofl deprived me of my * late for you to return home to dinner; 

* fenfes, and I walked homewards me- * we’ll take a chop together; I’ll get 
4 chanically, without knowing whither * change for a note, and they will be. 

* I was going. I had involuntarily (top- * much at your fervice.’ This id?eral 
4 ped to reft myfelf, and was loft in re- propofal was uttered in a tone of fami* 

4 fleftion on the feene I had witnefTed, liarity which could not be miftaken. 
- 4 when you, Sir, rouzed me from my She caft her eyes on me with a look of 
4 lethargy. This is the cattle of my indignant foriow; then turning them 
4 grief; you fee it is not groundlefs; and, towards Heaven, exclaimed— 4 Gracious 
4 Uriels Heaven (hould fend fomeunex- 4 God! am I reduced to this!’ Having 
• 4 pefted* friend to alleviate it, I know faid this, Ihe left me, and walked pre- 
** not whither it may lead me.’ When cipitately towards town. 

:lhe had finiflied her ftory, I experienced My furprize at the rejeftion of an offer 
a mixed fenfatton-of furprize and difap- which moll men would have deemed 
pointment; furprize, at the artlefs fim- generous, was but (hort; it fpeedily 
;plicity and unaffefted piety which Ihe gave way to fenfation* of a lefs pleafant 
difplayed in a narration conveyed in nature; nor were they much alleviated' 
language that befpoke a mind refined by the faint refolution which I formed 
and erabellilhed by education ; difap- to call the next morning in Broad Street, 
pointment, at finding my conieftures, and, by the confirmation or refutation of 
itripped of their felf-created fagacity, my fufpicions, enable myfelf to aft in 
reduced to plain, downright illiberality. a manner which would equally fecure 
4 How much,’ faid I, * does your mo- me from the raillery of friends and the 
4 ther owe her landlord — 4 The rent reproach of confidence. 

4 of the houfe, Sir, is thirty pounds: At dinner, the general harmony which 

4 we entered it at Chriftmas, lb that prevailed in the family, and the hap - 
4 there were three quarters due at pinefs of it’s niafter, which feemed to 
4 Michaelmas; but, as my mother made diftufe comfort over all around him,were 
4 an agreement to pay half-yearly, I ap- incapable of exhilarating my fpirits, or 
4 prebend the landlord cannot demand of ronzing me from that ftate of pen- 
- 4 more than fix months.’ Adeadfilence five uneafinefs which a mind notjiar- 
enfued, and lafted fome minutes, during dened in iniquity mull ever experience 
■which I weighed the whole matter in my at the commiffion of error, or negleft of 
own mind. 4 Urn!’ faid I to myfelf, the duties of life. Soon after the cloth 
< Fifteen pounds is a great deal of money was removed, I took my leave, and re* 

. 4 to throw away /* Not that the money turned the fame way I went; determined, 
wasanobje&to me* for my income far in the firft place, to keep my pvomife 

with 
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with thfc beggar who had implored my The furgeon now took his leave; and 
affiftance in the mocking, and to mike having given my fervant orders So go to 
him amends for the delay by increafing an Undertaker's, and teU him to make 
the donation. When I approached the every neceffary preparation for the decent 
ftile near to which I had left him, I law interment of the body, I mired to my 
a number of people colle&ed together : room, to refle&on the tranfe&ionsof the 
I quickened my pace; and, when I had day. I aceufed myfelf with having fef- 
reached the fpot, mihed through the fered a fellow-creature to expire, from 
crowd; when an objeft prefented itfelfto the want of that relief which, from 
my fight, which inftantly (truck my mere indolence and unwillingnefs to 
foul with horror, and excited fuch pangs fubmit to a momentary inconvenience, 
of keen remorfe as, till that moment, I I.had neglected to afford him s this rew 
had never experienced. It was the old fie&ion gave rife to a train of idea*, 
beggar > who lay extended on the ground, which, to a heart lefe corrupted by vice 
pale and motionlefs. His dog* his foie than depraved by fefiiion, could not fed 
friend and conitant companion, (food at to convey the moft painful fen&taous 
his feet, growling at the mob, as if anxi- that a full con vision of error the mot 
ous to defend his matter's body from in- culpable can poflibly excite. It it of 
fult; while fome of the unfeeling wretches Tittle ufe to expatiate on arguments 
were rewarding his fidelity with blows. Which arife from the fuggeftkms of re*» 
Alas ! whb can refleft on the warmth morfe; the virtuous mind ftstadeth 
and tteadinefs ofattachmentfe frequently not in need of the admonition they ait 
evinced by this worthy animal, and not calculated to imprefe, and to the tics* 
be tempted to exclaim* that friendfeip ous they are fuperfluoue; for, fts amoft 
and gratitude are unknown to the human judicious and fenfible author has r& 
fpecies ! marked, vice hath not it's feat in the 

I (looped down to feel the beggar's underftanding, but in the heart; allap- 
pulfe, with a hope that the lamp of life peals therefore to the former are nngai 
was not yet totally extinguished; and, at tory and vain. 

the in ft ant, was accofted by a gentle- Tbefe falutary, though unpleafent rew 
man with whom I had dined at Seaton's, fie&kms, had occupied the greateft part 
He was a furgepn in the navy: I defined of the night, when the ftory of the young 
him therefore to examine the body; girl whom I had met in the morning 
which he immediately did; and finding recurred to my mind; I inftantly ret 
fome figns of remaining life, I hired folved to repair to Broad Street early the 
two men to carry him to my lodgings in next day, to enquire for Mrs. Viilart; 
their arms, as no carriage was near, and and, if I found her fituation to be fuch 
begged the furgeon to accompany me as her daughter had reprefented i t an d 
home. On our arrival, he ordered him I was now much more inclined to-give 
to beundreffed and put into a warm bed: credit to her recital than at the time I 
fome wine was heated; and he attempted beard it—to afford her immediate and 
to pour a fpoonful down his throat, but effe&ual relief. This left idea feothed 
,it was impoflible; his teeth were faft me to reft. 

clenched; his pulfe, too, had ceafed to In the morning, as Toon as I had break¬ 
beat. He then attempted, by the ufual faded, I went to the city, and fpeedily 
means, to reftore animation, which he found the houfe I was in fearch of. I 
thought might only be fufpended ; but knocked at the door, which was opened 
in vain: the foul, tired of it's comfort- to me by a woman, who, in answer t6 
Id's manfion, had taken it's (light to my enquiries, informed me her na me 
thofe regions where a few years of vir- was Viliars. She appeared little mote 
ttious differings are repaid by an eter- than thirty; her face bore ftrong marks 
nity of blifs. I alked the furgeon what of beauty, though evidently impaired 
he imagined to have been the immediate by grief; and her fine black eyes were 
caufe of his death? He faid, as far as he much fwoln by weep i ng. On my ert» 
could judge by appearances, he had died prefling a defire to fpeak to her m pet* 
through want; I then begged to know, vate, (he (hewed me into a back pap- 
whether, had he feen him fome hours lour, plainly, but neatly fbrnifliod. The 
fuoner, he thought it poflible to have feme air of cleanlmcfs which I obferved 
feved hU life? H« anfweicd < Doubtlefs.' in the perfon of Mrs. ViUarx difpliiyed 
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itfelf in every thing I faw. In pafling 
by the front parlour, the door of which 
was open, I perceived an ill-looking 
fellow feated by the fire-fide with his 
hat on. 

Having apologized for my intrufion, 

I declared the purport of my vifit. Mrs. 
Villars expreffed the greateft aftorrjfo¬ 
ment at finding a ftrangcr acquainted 
with her diftreffed fnuation; .but, when 
1 mentioned her daughter, foe burft into 
tears, and clafping her hands, exclaim¬ 
ed— 4 For Heaven’s fake, Sir, what is 
‘'“become of my child ?—Ah, Louifaf 
Her forrow became too powerful for ut¬ 
terance, and could only vent itfelf in 
fobs. I was about to employ the language 
of confolation, when we heard a knock 
at the door. Mrs. Villars inllantly flew 
to the paffage—I followed her. She 
opened the door* and diicovered her 
daughter. * Oh, my child !’ faid foe, 
throwing her arms round her neck. She 
could fay no mere—her feelings over- 
came her, and (he fainted. Mifs Vil¬ 
lars was in fo violent an agitation, that 
fhe had fcarcely ftrength to fupport her 
mother. I ran to her afliftance, calling 
at the fame time fo the man in the front 
parlour, who, from the door being open, 
had feen what paffed, to bring fome 
water. He fat ftill, however, drily an¬ 
swering, it was no btifinefs of his, 
and he foould not quit the room. At 
the found of two ftrange voices, Mifs 
'Villars ftarted. But the lituation of her 
mother left no room in her mind for the 
continuance of any Other fenfation than 
that of grief: foe ran for the water her- 
fdf; but, before foe brought it, her mo¬ 
ther had recovered herlelf fufficiently 
to return to the room we had quitted. 

Her daughter joined us. Finding her 
mother better, foe feated herfelf by her 
fide. A dead filence enfued. The coun¬ 
tenance of Mrs. Villars was expreflive 
of eager, but trembling curiohty—of 
curioSity anxious to be gratified, but 
Shuddering left it’s gratification foould 
be produ&ive of delpair. Mifs Villars, 
foirtewhat recovered from the alarm into 
Which her mother’s fainting had thrown 
her, feemed to be colle&ing her confufed 
ideas 5 fhame and remorfe were ftrongly 
painted in her features, her eyes were 
caft on the ground, and a filent tear ftole 
down her cheek. For my part, I foared 
in the forrows of both, nor was my 
breaft without it T s portion of remorfe. 
J dreaded the concluiioaof this affe&ing 
r VOL. II. 


feene: I found, by the exclamations of 
Mrs, Villars, previous to her daughter’s 
arrival, that Mifs Villars haa not been 
at home fince the morning of the preced¬ 
ing day. I recollected her anxiety when 
I met her in the fields : the moft horrid 
fuggeftionsarofein my mind; fuggeftione 
which her prefent appearance was but toQ 
well calculated to confirm, and which 
I feared to find fpeedily verified. The 
filence, however, continued, and I per¬ 
ceived that my prefence muft prove an 
invincible bar to explanation; I there¬ 
fore arofe, and approaching Mrs. Vil¬ 
lars, thus addreffed her—* I hope, 

* Madam, that the motive of my vifit 
4 will be accepted as an apology for it’» 

4 abruptnefs. Chance has made me 
4 acquainted with yourmisfortunes;and 
4 I truft that, by doing me the favour to 
4 accept fuch immediate relief as it is 
4 in my power to afford them, you 
4 will encourage the belief that Provi- 
4 dence was concerned in the difeovery. 

4 Fortune is too changeable to remain 
4 long adverfe: you may hope for bet- 
4 ter days; but, till they arrive, fuffer 
4 me to aflift you; nor can the afliftance 
4 I offer wear the leaft femblance of an 
4 obligation, when I affure you that my 
4 income is infinitely more than fuffi- 
4 cient to anfwer all the demands I can 
4 poflibly have upon it.’ In faying this, 

I took out my pocket-book. 4 1 am too 
4 fenfible of your generofity. Sir,’ faid 
Mrs. Vdlars, 4 to refufe your afliftance; 

4 nor will 1 attempt to leffen it’s value, 

4 by talking of a return which I have 
4 no profpeil of making. Thank Hea- 
4 ven, I am not weak enough to be 
4 afoamed of diftrefs which neither pro- 
4 ceeds from vice nor folly? That mind 
4 which is too proud to receive obliga- 
4 tions, will, I fear, be found too mean 
4 to confer them.’— 4 By Heavens, Ma- 
4 dam, your fentiments both charm and 
4 edify me!’ I had taken a fifty pound 
note from my pocket-book, and ex¬ 
tended my hand to prefent it, when Mifa 
Villars, who had hitherto fat motion- 
lefs with furprize, rofe frbm her chair, 
and faid— 4 No, Madam, you muft not, 
4 you need not, accept it; we have futfi 
4 cient to anfwer our prefent demands.* 
Mrs. Villars looked wildly on her 
daughter. 4 For Heaven’s fake, Louifa, 
4 what is it you mean?’ Mifs Villars 
threw her arms round her mother’s neck, 
and wept bitterly. 4 I will tell you 
4 prefently; but, believe me, we havie 
Tt A money 
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< money enough to pay our landlord $ faculties; nor could I prevent i portion 
* 4 this gentleman's affiftance, therefore, of the indignant horror with which it in- 

* isneedlefs.’ Ifhuddered. Cbnfcious fpired me from appearing on iry coun- 
that my prefence could only add to their tenance. Mrs. Villars oblerved it* 
mutual aiftrefs, I laid the note on a ta- * Ab, Sir, well may ihe excite yourre* 
hie which ftood near me, andhaftened to * fentment!’— 4 No, Madam*' laid T, 
depart, but was flopped by Mrs. Vil- recovering myfelf, 4 you roiftake my feel- 
jars. * No, Sir,* faia fhe, *1 muft en- * ings; my indignation is indeed ex- 

* treat you to ftop. Louifa !’—extri- * cited, and ftrongly too, but -God for¬ 
esting herfelf from the arms of her * bid that your daughter fhould be th$ 
daughter, whom fhe replaced on her * object of it s no, it is the villain who 
chair— 4 Louifa! I charge you to be ex- * has been bafe enough to take advan- 

* plicit. This gentlemans generous 4 tage of the cruel peculiarity of her 

* conductdemands a return ofcandour 4 fituation; for, if lam not grofsly de? 

* and fmcerity. What you have juft 4 ceived, fhe has fallen the v\Slim qfber 

* faid muft make me appear to him in a 4 Virtue. But fince you have thought 
4 ftrange light indeed; therefore explain 4 me worthy to be thus far entrufted 
4 yourfelf.— 4 It is importable, Ma’am,? 4 with the fecrets of your family, con- 
laid Mifs Villars, hiding her face with 4 defcend to inform me by whom 
her handkerchief, and ftill weeping, 4 your daughter has been difhonoujred, 
Mrs. Villars infifted s but I interfered, 4 and be alfur^d that I will not difgrace 
by telling her that I had a particular en- 4 your confidence.’ I thep learnt, lhat 
g age men t in the neighbourhood, and when Mifs Villars parted from me the 
was therefore obliged to leave her $ but preceding morning, fhe was hurrying 
that, with her permiftion, I would wait home, in the utmoft agony of inind at 
on her again in an hour. To this there (he difappointmehts and infults {he had 
was no reply. I took my leave. Mrs. experienced, when (he met a clergyman, 
Villars expreffed a hope that I would not who was a Friend of her father, and had 
fail to return; and I retired to a coffee- fpent fome months at his houfip at a time 
houfe, to wait, with the moil anxious when he was without preferment. ?i 
impatience, the expiration of the hour, the recommendation of Mr. Villars* he 

Never till that inftant did I feel the had obtained a valuably curacy in 
full force of that maxim of the ancients Gloucefterfhire. This was about four 
— 4 Bis dat qui cito dat .* 1 ftill hoped, years previous to the death of her fa- 
however, that my inattention to the pre- {her, who had never heard from him ac¬ 
cept it conveys, had not to Mifs Villars, ter he took porteflion of his curacy, fie 
as to the beggar, been produ&ive of now addrefied Mifs Villars in fuch 
mifehief irreparable. My heart was friendly -terms, and made fuch affect 
/ now interefted in the fate of that charm- tionate enquiries after her mother, as 
ing girl. Beauty in diftrefs muft move induced her to impart to him the real 
a ftoick. I pafled a moft painful hour fituation of their affairs. He exprefled 
undef the alternate dominion of hope, the greatell concern for their diftfefs, 
fear, and remorfe. When it was ex- and promifed to afford fuch relief as the 
pired, I mturned to Broad Street. I immediate preflure of their cjrcum (lancet? 
was ^gain (hewn by Mrs. Villars into exa&ed. Bor this purpofe he defire 4 
the back parlour ; (he feemed violently Mifs Yiljars to accompany him to hi^ 
agitated, and it was fome minutes be- houfe in the city, where hehad acpnfi- 
fore (he could collect herfelf fufficiently derable living. Shecompjied; and* as 
to articulate a (ingle fentence. I en- dinner was ready when they arrived, 
dearoured to confole her; by alluring and he informed her that he had not fuf- 4 
her that, if any frefh calamity had be- ficient calh in the houfe, but muft fte» 
fallen her, (he might rely on my artift- to his banker’s to Fetch it, ihe fat dovQ 
ance. 4 Alas! Sir, the worft of cala- to the table. When dinner was over, 

4 mities has befallen me—my child is he left her to go for tjie money, butdid 
4 ruined! Any thing but this I could not return till very late in the evening, 

4 have borne with patience and refig- He then told her that he had called oa 
’• nation, but this is too much.’ This her mother's landlord, nnd ha?l found 
intelligence, though it did but juftify;my him extremely irritated, and fully ro- 
•trefetitmensy (truck fuch a damp to my folved to proceed agafnft her tbefollow- 
' heart, as for an inftant numbed all it’s ing day* if oot paid, kbviagcb^clt fqr' ' 

• j^a, . 
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Ante time on this fiibjeft, till he had 
ihfficiently rouzedher fears, he informed 
her, that he had met with the greateft 
difficulty in procuring the money; for 
that, on calling at his banker's, he 
found he had already confidently over¬ 
drawn him. He then infinuated that 
the trouble he had taken demanded fome 
recompence; but finding his infinua- 
tions not rightly comprehended, he told 
her, in pta&i language, that his alfift- 
ance mure be purcnafed by the facrifice 
of her virtue. Mifs Villars, at firft, 
treated his propofals with the indigna¬ 
tion they merited; his reprefentations of 
the diftrefled fituation to which ftieher- 
felf muft inevitably be reduced if fhe 
perfifted in her refufal, though urged 
with all the powers of infinuating elo¬ 
quence, were inefficient to work her to 
his purpofe: but when he changed his 
battery, and prefled her to have pity on 
a parent who would foon be houfelefs, 
deprived of every comfort, expofed to 
themoft bitter infli&ions of poverty, and 
reduced, perhaps, to ftarve in a prifon, 
it was more than the foft bofom of fen- 
fibility could bear; (he (hrieked aloud, 
and funk into a chair in a date of inex- 
preflible agony. The fan&ified villain 
took advantage of this moment of vir¬ 
tuous frenzy, to perpetrate a <J eC( l of 
complicated vice, and the wretched 
Louifa fell a vi&im to filial piety. The 
night was now too far advanced to re- 
- turn home; he therefore endeavoured to 
prevail on her to take fome* reft, but 
this (he refolutely refufed. Having fuc- 
, ceeded in his attack on her fenfibility, 
he nett ftrove to fap her principles, by 
feducing her reafon. He painted ho¬ 
nour as a phantom that exifted but in 
the imagination; as the child of cdprice, 
that fwayed indeed the minds of ideots, 
but whofe dilates were fcorned by the 
wife. Chaffity he reprefented as a mere 
conftitutional endowment, not worthy 
to be deemed a virtue; and whofe ex¬ 
cellence was only to be valued by, the 
advantages it might be capable of pro¬ 
ducing to it’s pofleflor. He concluded 
his pious diflertation by obferving, that 
when the end to be attained was virtu¬ 
ous, the means of attainment could 
nbt be vicious. Thele attempts, how¬ 
ever, were fruitlefs; Louifa’s innate 
ideas of moral re&itude, given by na¬ 
ture, and confirmed by education, were 
proof again# arguments more florid than 
ipcciout. As foon as it was light (ho 


arofe to depart; but he would not fufler 
her to leave his houfe at foearly an hour, 
left (he (houldbefeen by the neighbours* 
and his character be thereby injured; 
Strange infatuation! that they (hould 
court the (hadow who contemn the tub- 
fiance 1 Whence is it, that one who is 
fieeped to the ears in vice, (hould be 
anxious to preferve an appearance of 
virtue ? It is not, I fear, as fome mo- 
ralifts, more refined than juft, haveob- 
ferved, that the attractions of virtue are 
endued with the miraculous power of 
forcing an involuntary homage, even 
from the molt abandoned votaries of 
vicet no! a knowledge of the human 
mind muft inform us, that fuch an 
anxiety proceeds from the moft bale and 
felfifh motives of worldly intereft. When 
a profligate aims at the prefervation of 
his fame, it is not from any refpe& 
which he bears to virtue, but with an 
exclufive view to the promotion of for¬ 
tune or gratification of pleafure. The 
native charms of virtue are fufficiently 
fplendid to fcorn the aid of a borrowed 
Juftre. The miftaken zeal of a mo- 
ralift is to morality what fanaticifm is 
to religion* though it (brings from the 
pureft fource, it too often injures the 
caufe which it meant to ferve. 

But, to proceed. Louil'a was compelled 
to flay till the morning was far advanced, 
when he permitted her to depart. He offer¬ 
ed her a bank-noteof fifteen pounds, whidi 
(he indignantly refufed; till he artfully 
urged that, from a principle of falfe de¬ 
licacy,' to involve her mother in real’ 
diftrefs, would form but a bad proof of 
filial affe&ion. Shocked at the idea, (he 
took the note; telling him, at die fame 
time, that no other earthly confederation 
could induce her to accept the moft- tri¬ 
vial affi(lance from a ipan whom, (h« 
could not but regard as a monfter of 
iniquity; that, as it was, (he only re¬ 
ceived it as a loan to her mother, who 
would certainly not fail to repay it, with 
fuch thanks as it merited. 

It is needlefs to obferve, that before 
Mrs.Wiilars had finHhed her relation, 
my indignation was raifed tothehigheft 
pitch. I entreated her, with impaf- 
fioned earneftnefs, to truft the talk of 
vengeance with me; alluring her, it 
(hould be as fully compleated as the 
fituation of the culppt and the circum- 
dances of the erffe would permit. She 
thanked me for my zeal in the warmeft 
terms which gratitude could di&ate; but 
T t» exprefled 

Digitized by Google 


334 NEW NOVELIST « MAGAZINE. 


expreflfedher apprehend on that, by yield¬ 
ing to the impulfe of revenge, her daugh¬ 
ter’s reputation would be facrificed to 
refentment. * Conlider, Sir,' faid (he, 

* that female fame is a jewel which, 

* once tarnifhed, can never recover it’s 
4 primitive luftre. Intereftwill impofe 
4 filence on the perpetrator of lb villain— 

* ous an action ; will it not, therefore, 

* be more prudent to bear with a private 
4 injury, than to incur a publick lofs, 

* in the good opinion of a world more 
4 apt to be fwayed by appearances than 
4 convinced by fa£ls ‘ Your argu- 

* ment, Madam,* I replied, * is cex- 

* tainly fpecious; and were you to pur- 
4 fue the didates of worldly prudence, 
4 your conduct would be fandioned by 

* examples innumerable. A woman 
4 cannot, mod certainly, be too fedu- 
4 lous to guard her reputation from ftain 
4 or reproach. But the hand of Wif- 

* dom will ever draw the neceffary line 

* of difcrimination: vice demands con- 

* cealment, but virtue courts enquiry. 

* Were the whole world acquainted 

* with the tranladion, be allured they 

* only would condemn whole applaufe 
4 would be cenfure. There are, more- 

* over, certain duties which every indi- 
4 vidual owes to the community, that 

* (hould rife fuperiorto all private con- 

* fiderations: of thefe I know none more 
4 facred or peremptory than that which 
4 commands us to bring a villain to 

* juftice; and yet is there no one more 

* negle&ed. This negled generally 
4 arifes either from indolence—which 
4 (hrinks from trouble, wholly regard- 
4 lefs of the importance of the objed to 
4 be obtained by it—or elfe from a mau- 
4 •vaife honte\ that fpecies of falfe (hame 

which deters a man from purfuing the 

* didates of confcious reditude by the 

* fear of becoming a fubjed of ridicule 
4 or contempt. The good opinion of 
4 the world is juftly an objed of confi- 
4 derable magnitude in the eftimation of 

* virtue, but it muft not be brought into 

* competition with our religious or fo- 

* cial duties : that man, furely, cannot 

* be eftimable, who courts publick 
4 efteem at the expence of publick juf- 

* tice. They who, from either of thefe 
4 motives, defift from the due difcharge 

* of their duty, ’ are indiiputabiy culpa- 

* ble; as their condud tends to the pro- 

* motion of vice, and the encouragement 
1 of villainy. On this fubje$ a could 


* 'convidion produce eloquence, %iy ar- 

* guments would not fail of fuccefs; for, 

* believe me—I fpeak feelingly—too of- 
4 ten have I incurred the cenfure due to 

* the indolent and the weak; to thofe 

* who refufe to fuccour virtue, or to 
4 punifh vice.’ 

Convinced of the juftice of my ob- 
fervations, Mrs. Viilars confented to 
leave the punifliment of the offender to 
my difcretion, contenting herfelf with 
earneftly recommending me to be cir- 
cumlped and moderate. 

Seeing the fifty pound note ftill lying 
on the table where I had left it, I pre- 
fented it, and begged her to make im¬ 
mediate ufe of it for the difcharge of her 
landlord’s demand, Jell a farther delay 
might induce him to put. his threats in 
execution; but fhe told me it was too 
late for that prevention, as her land¬ 
lord had leized her goods the preceding 
evening, under pretence that he had 
heard file was to move them in the night j 
and that, in fpite of Aer entreaties and 
aflfurances, he had left a man in the houfe, 
alone with her, to keep poflelfion, who 
had infilled on chufing his bed, and his 
choice fell on that in which (he always 
flept: this circumfiance, with the idea 
of having a ftrange man in the houfe, 
whofe looks and behaviour were not 
adapted to excite confidence, and the 
anxiety (he was under on her daughter’s 
account, had induced her to fit up all 
night. I enquired who her landlord 
was; (he told me his name was Wil¬ 
liams, and that (he underfiood he was a 
merchant of repute. The name ftruck 
me as familiar to my ear: after a mi¬ 
nute’s recolle&ion, I remembered to have 
feen him at my banker’s a few months 
before, where he came to receive a draft 
which had been fraudulently obtained by 
a fet of (harpers from a young man of 
property; payment had, confequentjy, 
been flopped. Mr. Williams bluftered 
exceedingly when he found that the mo¬ 
ney was not forthcoming; but finding 
his high-founding threats treated with 
the contempt they merited, he changed 
his tone; lamenting, in terms of con¬ 
cern, that his name (hould have ap¬ 
peared in fo difgraceful a bufinefs; pro- 
tefting that he had been grofsly impofed 
on, and that he had received the draft in 
the fair <way of trade. When he left 
the (hop, my banker, in anfwer to my 
enquiries, informed me, that he had ori¬ 
ginally 
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glnally^fet up in bufinefs with a few 
thoufands which he had obtained from 
a friend, who placed fuch a confidence 
in him, as to entrull him with the great- 
eft part of his fortune. This friendlhip 
he gratefully repaid, by becoming a 
bankrupt in lei's than a twelvemonth. 
So infamous did his conduX appear to 
his creditors* that they not only refilled 
to fign his certificate, but arretted him, 
and threw him into Newgate, from 
whence he was unfortunately releafed 
by an act of infoivency. That he then 
re-entehed into bufinefs; and having, 
the fucceeding winter, gained one of the 
capital prizes in the Lottery, his credit 
was reftored, and he was at that time as 
aauch refpeXed on ’Change as any mer¬ 
chant in the city. 

With this knowledge of Mr. Wil¬ 
liams, his conduct to Mrs. Villar3 did 
not in the leaft furprize me: but the 
complication of diftrds which this un¬ 
fortunate woman had experienced within 
the laft four and twenty hours, affeXed 
me molt fenfibly. I adviled her to,pay 
her landlord immediately, that Ihe might 
be difincumbered from the pretence of a 
wretch who, living on the diftrefles of 
his fellow-creatures, mud neceflarily be 
an objeX of dilguft. Then, begging her 
to pour the balm of conl'olaticn into the 
wounded mind of her unhappy child, I 
took my leave. But, as I was quitting 
the room, (he recollected the note which 
her daughter had received in the morn¬ 
ing from the wretch who had dishonour¬ 
ed her} and, taking it from her pocket, 
entreated me to return it; alluring me 
it had been her determination to lend it 
back, even had not my afliflance en¬ 
abled her to do it without inconvenience; 
as Ihe was refolved to fubmit to the molt 
poignant milery, rather than owe her 
relief to the author of her child’s dillio- 
nour. I took the note, with a promile 
to return it on the enfuing day, with due 
thanks; and, once more exhorting her 
to comfort and refignation, took my 
leave. 

Here, reader, let us paufe. If in thy 
breaft one fpark of honed fympathy re¬ 
fute, thy reflexions on the events I have 
been relating will be congenial with my 
own. If thy vices or errors call for re¬ 
formation, may they operate that change 
in thee which in me they effectually pro¬ 
duced. But, if thou art virtuous, un- 
depraved by cuitom, uncorrupted by 
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example, let them confirm thee in thy 
virtues! ' 

In the Ihort fpace of four and twenty 
hours, by a mixture of indolence and 
fufpicion, the firft arifing from unre- 
ftrained indulgence, the laft from art 
affeXed knowledge of the world, I had 
deprived one fellow.creature of exift- 
ence, and anqther of what is juflly 
deemed dearer than exilfence—of ho¬ 
nour. I had been too indolent to turn 
afide for a moment to relieve the pangs 
of penury and difeafe; but, too aXive 
in the gratification of pleafure, I could 
flop to inlult virtue, to aggravate di- 
ftrefs: yet had I not in the lead deviated 
from thole paths of reXitudeand honour 
preferibed by the world as facred and 
infallible. I had forfeited no claim to 
worldly refpeX; nay, my conduX would 
fooner have incurred approbation than 
cenfure, imitation than abhorrence. 
Such is the depravity of the age, fuch 
the influence of falhion, that Vice re¬ 
ceives the homage due to Virtue; wh%|e 
Ridicule, become the tell of Wit, aims 
her fuccelsful fhafts at Merit. < 

Had I liflened to the voice of Con- 
fcience, that fure monitor given by.the 
liberal hand of Nature to counteraX the 
pernicious effeXs of evil communica¬ 
tions, I Ihould not haveerred; I (hould 
have rejtXed with lcorn the fpecious 
l’uggeflions of pretended wifdom : de- 
fpifing fo pitiful a fubterfuge, I fhould 
have applied the fuperfluous gifts of 
Fortune to the ufe for which they are 
defigned by Reaf)n, Juflice, and Huma¬ 
nity—to the relief ot indigence, and the 
alleviation of misfortune. Such con¬ 
duX would have enlured the molt grate¬ 
ful applaule, in the approbation of con- 
feious- integrity; and fecured me from 
the keen fenfiitioos of remorle, which 
now opprefled my mind with merited 
anguilh. 

Having thus endeavoured to imprefs 
the moral which I meant to convey, and 
which was my foie inducement to the 
prefent narration, I might with propriety 
refign the pen; but, for the gratification 
of the reader’s curioiity, I (hall proceed 
to a brief relation of the fequel. 

When I left Mrs. Vilhrs, as foon as 
the agitation of my mind had fufficiently 
fublided to admit of cool refle6Kon, I 
refolved on the bell mode of infliXing a 
punilhment, in a fmall degree adequate 
to bis crime, on the bafe defpoiler of 
Louiia’s 
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$«oui(a> honour; In purfuit of which* 
on the following day 1 repaired to hi* 
parilb, is order to make fome previous 
enquiries refpe&ing his generalcharac- 
Ur and' conduct. In my way to the 
boufe of a merchant, to whom J ad- 
drefftd myfelf for that purpofe, I paiTed 
by the church, at the door of which was 
affembled a concourfe of people 5. and 
bearing a general murmur of difcontent, 
I (lopped to enquire the caufe* They 
informed me that n the preceding even¬ 
ing, at the hour appointed by the re&or, 
the corpfe of a poor man, who died in 
thepari(b, had been brought thither for 
interment; but that, after waiting an 
hour/and a half, no clergyman appear¬ 
ing, they had been compelled to re¬ 
convey the corpfe to the place from 
whence they brought it; that, by the 
senior's fpecial appointment, they had 
again brought the corpie for interment, 
and had then been waiting an hour for 
his arrival. At this inftant the reverend 5 
hypocrite approached The branching 
ourlt, and other coxcomical appendages 
of his well-drefled head, proclaimed the 
tmxfc of this fathionable delay. Curi- 
oftty induced me to follow him into the 
qhitrch, whither he went to put on his 
iurphce. The book was open. He had 7 
placed himfelf at the head of the folemn- 
ppoceifion, and was about to commence 
the fervice; but the clerk whifpering 
fomethmg in his ear, the book was in- 
ftantly doled, the furplice dripped off, 
a^d the worthy pried preparing to retire 
with indignant precipitation, when he 
was flopped by the people who attended' 
the corpfe. Something like a feu fifte en- 
fued. On enquiry, I found that the 
friends of the decoafed, having been put 
to an additions! expence by the extra- 
attendance of the undertaker and his 
men* in confcquence of the rettor’sfail¬ 
ure to obferve his appointment the pre¬ 
ceding evening, had not fufficient to pay 
tbefeesi and though but a few (hillings 
were wanting, he refolutely perilled in 
« bis refufal to bury the corpie. This 
intelligence raiftd my indignation too 
high for reftraint; I made my way 
through the crowd, which, by this time, 
was confiderably increafed; and telling 
the widow of the deceafed, who, in a 
pofture of humble fupplication, was en¬ 
treating the obdurate prieft to proceed; 
that I wwld difchar^n the fees, took 


out ray pocket-book, and thus addrefled 
him, in a voice fufficiently loud to be 
diffin&ly heard by the furrounding muh 
titude, whofe eyes were now intently 
fixed on me—As I art a ftranger to 
4 you, Sir, my fimple promife to dif- 

* charge the fees may not be fufficient s 

* therefore, take this note, (offering 
the note which I had received from Mrs, 
Villars:) ‘ that> I believe, will fufiica 

* to—* Here he interrupted me with 
an air of haughty* fupercilioufnefs, to 
tell me that I muff addrefs myfelf to his 
clerk; who now Hepped forward.— 

4 Well, then, (ince you, Sir/ fpeaking 
to the clerk, ‘ are the re6lor’s treafurer 

* —though, I h uff, not the pander of 

* his guilty pleafures—take this note 

* for fifteen pounds', and tell him, it is 

* the note which yefferday he had the 
4 bafenefs to offer to a virtuous youngs 
4 lady, for the villainous purpofe of fe- 
4 diction. Ye 9 , good people,’ addref- 
fing myfelf to the crowd, * your worthy 
4 pallor may-well be rigid in the exac- 
4 tion of fees which cuffom, in defpite 
•* of reafon and humanity, enables hinr 
4r to demand alike from the poor as tha* 

4 rich, when the momenta 17 grarifica- 
4 tion of his fenfual enjoyments is at* 

4 tended with fuch confiderable ex- 
4 pence.’ And then gave the note to 
the clerk, and with it a few (hillings for 
the payment of the fees; leaving the 
re&or petrified with alloni(hment, and 
compelled to begin the fervice, as the 
only mode of (ilencing the clamours of - 
his congregation. 

I next went to the merchant, to make 
my enquiries. From him I learnt, that 
Mr. Jones, the re&or, had been defign- 
ed by his parents for trade* With thia 
view, he was bound apprentice to a rae- 
chamck in the city, who failed before 
he had ferved his time: that, foon after, 
he had fetupbufinefs himfelf; but, from 
imprudence and mifmanagement, fol¬ 
lowed his mailer’s example. He, how¬ 
ever, contrived to fave fomething from 
the wreck; with which he repaired to 
Oxford, and entemd himfelf a com¬ 
moner; where, though his ignorance 
expofed him to theridicule of his fellow- 
ftudents, he remained fome time} but 
was refufed his degree. Hbw he had 
obtained orders* he knew not; but he 
knew that hehada living in Gloucefter* 
(hire, where he bed fo far infinuated 

himfelf 
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himfelf Into the good graces of a gcti- c to the plaineft underftanding, and 
tleman’s daughter hi the neighbour- • whofe purity mud command efteeixi 
hood, as to prevail on her to accompany * from the mod hardened—he is a pro- 
him to Scotland. With a fmall fortune, * per object of exemplary punifhmenr. 
which his wife poffefled independent of * If fuch a man be permitted to conti- 
her father, he purchafed a living in * nue the exercife of, thofe fun&iont 
Hereford (hi re; but .the pleafures of a * which fhould only be difcharged by 
country life having no charms fora man r the virtuous and pious, the facred 
who was without refources in his own * caufe of religion mud indeed be in- 
mind, he had lately exchanged his liv- * jured, as the prevalence of example 1* 
ing for that he now pofleffed. His wife, * ftrong : but the removal and punifti- 
dilgufted with his indifference, had, a * ment of an unworthy minifter muff 
few weeks before, left him, to live with * have a contrary effect, by demon- 
her father. * ftrating the vigilance and attention of 

' When he firft came to London to * thofe whom the laws have appointed 
take pofleflion of his living, thinking it * guardians of the Church. Could hu? 
neceuary to add to his confequence by a * man perverfity be forefeen, it’s evil 
degree, be enclofed a draft to the bene- * effeCU might be avoided; but it is im- 
▼olent and philanthropick Society of . * poffible to read the heart of man, 
/ Aberdeen; who, ever ready charitably * While hvpocrify can impofe, iniquity 
to adminifter to a man’s wants without * may thrive; but, fooner or later, the 
* inveftigating his merits, by return of c malk muff fall, the progrefs of guilty 
poft, fent him a doctor's degree, drawn ( fuccels be impeded, and punrthjnent 
out in due form. Since his relidence in * incurred.' 

the parilh, he had been grofsly inatten- I took my leave of the learned prelate, 
tive to his duty. A few nights before, after giving him all the information in 
a neighbour’s wife being at the point of my power on the fubjeft of my vifit.; 
death, the hulband had lent for him, to and, foon after, had the fatisfaCtion of 
pray by her; but he returned for an- hearing that Mr. Jones was deprived of 
fwer, that he was juft going out, having his living, and incapacitated from offi- 
an indifpenfable engagement, and could ciating as a clergyman, 
not pofiibly wait on her till his return. My vifits to Mrs. Villars and her 
This engagement proved to be an affem- lovely daughter became frequent. To 
bly. He concluded his account by tell- make them fume trifling amends for pad 
ing me, that he had vainly endeavoured misfortunes, I refolved to fecure them 
to conciliate refpeCt by concealing pro- from the future frowns of Fate, by 
found ignorance under afte&ed pompo- placing them in a (late of independent 
fity. comfort: and accordingly purchafed an. 

I thanVed the merchant for his in* adequate annuity, which I compelled 
formation; and immediately waited on them to accept. But I had the Un- 
the bifllop of the diocefe, to whom I re- fpeakable mortification to find all my 
l^ted the whole of Mr. Jones’s conduCt endeavours to confole Lotiifa fruithefs 
to Louifa, without a comment. The and vain: that exquifite fenfibility, 
reverend prelate, with unaffected piety, which had betrayed her to difhanour, 
expreffed his abhorrence of the deed; now aCted as a flow-confuming fire, 
but wifely refufed to take any decifive which dried the warm channels of her 
ft^p for punilhing it’s author, till he had heart, withered the fair bloffoms of 
duly inveftigated the matter. € If,’ faid youth, and reduced her, haplefc viCtiml 
he, * there be a man fo deeply corrupt- to an untimely grave. 

* ed» as to refill the tenets of a religion The painful thorn of Remorfe ftll^ 

* whole do&rine it is his duty to ex- rankles m my bofom; nor has the leni- 
A plain and elucidate—a doCtrine whofe ent hand of Time been able to blunt 

« *nei$etick force muff ffrike conviction it's keennete. 


run 
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PROGRESS 

Y OUNG Davis was the Ton of a 
reputable tradefman in the city of 
London. He received an education cal¬ 
culated toaccomplifti him both for com¬ 
mercial and polite life: his genius was 
brilliant, and his difpofition tender. 
With thefe advantages he became the in¬ 
dulged favourite of his parents. His 
vices were liberal and lplendrd: they 
wore a pleafing form, and therefore ef- 
taped cenlure. In the morning of life, 
it was not confidered how much they 
would cloud the evening: happily for his 
parents, they died, unthinking of the 
dangers which awaited their darling 
child. They left him in the poflelTion 
of a genteel fortune, which they hoped 
he would improve by bufinefs; but his 
genius and education, while they made 
him acquainted with the tifual arts, had 
given him a fuperior relifli for thofe 
which are pleafing and elegant. He had 
never yet wanted money, and was infen- 
fjble of it’s value: his fortune dazzled 
..his eyes, and bewildered his judgment; 
he thought it l’ufficient to purchafe for 
him a continuance of enjoyments. Trade 
was beneath his talents, and Pleafure, in 
•' every aljuring form, invited him to her 
courts—the Syren fong prevailed, and 
min prefled on with hafty Heps. His 
father’s ftock was fold, and young Davis 
commenced a gentleman: he was fuited 
to the chara&er in every refpeft but the 
pofTcflion of wealth. Thus qualified, he 
procured admifiicn to the belt of com¬ 
pany. As he kept pace with thefe in 
manners, he was neceflarily obliged to 
keep pace with them in expence. Like 
them he gamed, and like them he be¬ 
came the prey of (harpers ; his ignorance 
was their gain; his honefty their Security ; 
and his generofity their abufe. A dif¬ 
pofition tender and gentle as his was, 

• naturally was fufceptible of the charms 
of beauty. The harlot whom man had 
betrayed from happinefs and peace, 
fought an obje£l of revenge, and found 
a fit one in young Davis. 

• Tht*6 attacked by impofition on one 
fide, and by deceit on the other, his for¬ 
tune declined apace. He faw impend¬ 
ing danger, and endeavoured to avoid it. 


OF VICE. 

but in vain. Prudence had quitted the , 
helm; the barque was left to the guidance I 

of Pleafure; and though a wreck was 
not immediate, it was inevitable. To I 

avoid farther injury by play, Davis de¬ 
ferred the gaming-table: to protect him- 
felf from the fnares of proftituted beau¬ 
ty, he married; the meafure was wife, 
but it was ill-timed. The fatal die was 
already caft. He chofe a partner to 
pleafe his fancy. Generofity forbade 
every idea of intereft: a fentiment fb 
noble, at an earlier period, would have 
infured his happinefs; but he had roved 
at large too long; Variety had been 
courted, and foon regained the heart of 
her old admirer. Davis ftrayed from the 
path of connubial duty: he was con¬ 
vinced of the juftice of his conduct; and 
he could not bear to receive thecarefles 
of a woman he was daily loading with 
injuries. Though no upbraidings fell 
from her tongue, millions were fug- 
gefhd by his own confcience. To avoid 
a lefler, he rufhed into a greater evil: 
he abandoned his wife, and fought a 
wretched afylum in the arms of thofe 
who hardly could receive an additional 
wrong. The fmall remains of his for¬ 
tune they quickly diflipated. What was 
now to be done ? That, at which his gen¬ 
tle heart revolted: he was to turn villain. 

He had been half mined by the foul play 
of others; and now he mult refort to 
foul play himfelf, in order to procure 
a miferable fubfiftence. Being poffefled 
of a genteel figure and addrefs, he was 
readily admitted into the fraternity of 1 

profeflional gamefters. He bad fatally 
learnt the principles of play, and was 
only to be inftruaed in it’s vile arts; of 
thefe he foon became an approved mafter. 

His own Ioffes gave a fpeclous air of 
juftice to the recovery of them by the 
fame means as had occafioned their pri¬ 
vation. For fome time fuccefs attended 
this difiioneft plan; but pigeons at i 
length did not fly every day, and ap¬ 
pearances much be fuftained. A garoe- 
fter is a gentleman, and the vices of a 
gentleman muft be dignified withtha 
appellation of Honourable; what means 
then thatare honourable muft a diftrefled 
gamtftsr 
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gamefter refort to?—the road points out 
itfelf direCtly : a highwayman is an ho¬ 
nourable character. This chai*aCter poor 
Davis with horror aflumed. His whole 
frame trembled when preparing the 
dreadful inftruments of terror and of 
death; but he flattered himfelf that they 
needed only to be prepared. Alas ! once 
plunged in guilt, we know not whither 
it will lead us: corruption of morals in¬ 
duces us to commit inferior crimes, and 
felf prel'ervation prompts us to perpetrate 
greater for their concealment. Thus it 
was with young Davis; when he went 
out, he (huddered at the very thoughts of 
murder; before he returned, he was in¬ 
volved in the guilt of it. A difrtgard 
to the property of his neighbour was 
quickly followed by the facrifice of his 
life. The gentleman he robbed refitted 
his attack: to effectuate his purpofe, and 
obtain a temporary fafety, he therefore 
fhot him, rifled his pockets, and es¬ 
caped. He fled for fecrecy and fecurity 
to the apartments of his Dalilah: here, 
while property remained, he was con¬ 
cealed; when it was expended, his faith- 
lefs harlot gave information of him for 
the fake of a fljare in the reward given 
as the price of his blood. He was ap¬ 
prehended, tried, convicted, and, as a 
murderer, ordered for fpeedy execution. 
Senffbleof the magnitude of his guilt, he 
murmured not at the dreadful fentence. 
Death came as a kind relief, though in 
a difgraceful form. The fun upbraided 
him with having deprived another of it’s 
chearing influence. The blefling of life 
appeared to him a curfe, inafinuch as 
he had bafely torn it from a fellow-crea¬ 
ture. With thefe awful reflections he 
entered his dreary cell: he had not been 
there long, when the mafly door opened, 
and prefented to his affrighted view his 
injured and deferted wife—not come to 
cenfure and condemn, but to pity and 
to ibothe his forrows. For a while her 
tender purpofe was refifted—her prefence 
planted new thorns in the bofom of her 
guilty and afflicted hutband, but her for- 
givenefs plucked them out again, and 
healed his wounds* The dreadful mo¬ 
ment of their earthly feparation for ever 
arrived—the laft mutual embrace was 
giveiw—the big tear burft down the man¬ 
ly cheek, while female fortitude ftrug- 
gled to conceal thefympathick pearl, that 
would have rent the foul of him for whom 
V«L. IX, 


it rofe. The gaoler, whofe rude feel¬ 
ings were foftened by the fcene, led the 
beauteous mourner from the prifon, and 
warned the captive of the approaching 
hour of death. He afcended the cart 
with refolution tempered by decency. 
Indus way to the fatal tree, his crimes 
were forgotten, his penitence admired, 
and his bufferings pitied. When arrived 
at the tragick fpot, he thus addrefled the 
furrounding fpeClators— 

* My friends and fellow mortals, 

* you here behold one moulded like 

* yourfelves about to fuffer an ignomi- 

* nious, though juft death 5 one who, 

* a few years back, as little thought of 
‘ fuch an end as any who now look on 

4 him. He gloried in imprudence, but 

4 ' fnfpeCled not how foon it would force 
4 him into vice. He was a votary of 
4 pleafure, not thinking it would lead to 

* pain. By nature he was formed honeft 
4 and hmtiane; but by neceflity, pro- 
4 duerd by folly, rendered cruel and un- 

* juft. From fuch a character, placed 

* in a fituation where he can have no in- 

* tereft at heart but your own, take fome 

4 advice. Let diligence and oeconomy ’ 
4 be your riches. Let virtue be your 

* pleafure. Supprefs not your pailions, 

* they were given for your ufe; butfub- 
4 jeCt them to the controul of reafon,' 
‘ and dueCt them to the purpofes of 
4 honour and juftice. If beauty claims 

4 your attention, marry early the vir- 
4 tuous objeCt of your affeCtions; be- 

* lieve that none but a virtuous woman 
4 can make you permanently happy. 

* Fear not the expences honourably 

* incurred by an extenfive family; P10- 

* vidence bids you encounter fuch dif- 

* Acuities: be lefs afraid of poverty ti*ui 

* vice. Refill the firft attacks of difli- 

* pation. Let not ambition to appear 
4 above your lphere in life diftrefs you 
4 in your circumftances, left it prompt 

* you to bale means for their replen ilk - 

* ment. Revere yohr God; bejultand 

* kind to men; avoid my crimes, and 
4 thereby Ihun my fate. Live honeftly; 

4 die with credit; and thus infure tem- 
4 poral happinefs, and eternal blits.’ 

The cart drew away, and poor Davrs 
fled to the mercy of his Father. May 
his misfortunes preferve the virtuous in 
the wil’dom of their ways, and draw the 
vicious from the paths of deltruClion! 

U u THE 
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THE WHISKERS. 

A MORAL ANECDOTE. 
TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH* 


A Certain Swifs captain of Grena¬ 
diers, whofe Company had been 
eaihiered, was determined, fmce Mars 
Lad no more employment for him, to try 
if he could not procure a commiflion in 
the corps of Venus; or, in other words, 
if he could not get a wife: and as he had 
no fortune of his own, he reafoned, and 
reafoned very rightly, it was quite ne- 
cfeffary his intended fhould have enough 
xior them both. The captain was one of 
thofe kind of heroes to whom the epithet 
of he&oring blade might readily be ap¬ 
plied: he was near fix feet high, wore a 
long fword, and a fierce-cocked hat; 
add to which, he was allowed to have 
had the mod martial pair of Whifkers 
of any grenadier in the company to which 
he belonged. To curl thefe Whifkers, 
to comb and twift them round his fore¬ 
finger, and to admire them in the glafs, 
formed the chief occupation and delight 
of his life. A man of thele accom- 
plifhments, with the addition of bronze 
and rhodomontade, of which he had a 
fuperfluity, Hands, at all times, and in 
all countries, a good chance with the 
ladies, as the experience of I know not 
how many thoufand years has confirmed. 

Accordingly, after a little diligent 
attention ana artful enquiry, a young 
lady was found, exa&ly fuch a one as 
we may well fuppofe a perfon with his 
Views would be glad to find. She was 
tolerably handfome, not more than three- 
and-twenty, with a good foriune; and, 
what was the beft part of the ftory, 
this fortune was entirely at herowndif- 
po&l. 

Our captain, who thought now or 
never was the time, having firft found 
means to introduce himfelf as a fuitor, 
was inceflant in his endeavours to carry 
his caufe. His tongue was eternally 
running in praife of her fuper-fuperla- 
tive, never-to-be-defcribed charms; and 
in hyperbolical accounts of the flames, 
darts, and daggers, by which his lungs, 
liver, and midriff, were burnt up, tranf- 
fixed, and gnawn away. He that, in 


writing a fong to his fweetheart, defcribed 
his heart to be without one drop of gravy, 
like an over-done mutton-chop, was a 
fool at a iimile when compared to our 
hero. 

One day, as he was ranting, kneeling, 
and befeeching his goddefs to fend him 
of an errand to pluck the diamond from 
the noie of the Great Mogul, and prc- 
fent it to her divinityfliip, or fuffer him 
to Itep and deal the Emprefsof China’s 
enchanted Slipper, or the Queen of She¬ 
ba’s Cockatoo, as a fraall teftimony of 
what he would undertake to proye his 
love; (he, after a little hefitation, addrefied 
him thus— 

* The protections which you daily 
c make, captain, -as well as what you 

* fry at prefent, convince roe there is 

* nothing you would not do to oblige 
‘ me: I therefore do not find much dif- 

* ficulty in telling you I am willing to 

* be yours, if you will perform one 

* thing which I fhall requeft of you.’ 

« Tell me, immaculate angel,’ cried 
our fon of gunpowder; ‘ tell me what 

* i* i s 5 though, before you fpeak, be 
« certain it is already done. Is it to find 

* the Seal of Solomon ? to catch the 

* Phanix? dr draw your chariot to 

* church with Unicorns ? What is the 

* impoffible aft I will not undertake?’ 
r ?°n ca P ta t n >* replied the faiF-one, 

' I' mall enjoin nothing impoffible: the 

* thing I defire, you can do with the ut- 

* moft cafe; it will not coft you five 

* minutes trouble. And yet, were it not 
‘ for your fo pofitive afiiirances, from 

* what 1 have obferved, I fhould almoft 
doubt of your compliance.' 

* Ah, Madam!’ returned he, « wrong 
‘ nor your flave thus; deem it not po£ 

* fible, that he who eats happinefs, and 
c dli nks immortal life from the light of 
‘ yonr eyes, can ever demur the thou- 

* frndth part of a ftmi-fecond to ex*. 

* cute your omnipotent beheftsa fpeak 1 . 

9 fay 1 what, Einprefs of ray parched 
9 entrails, what mufl I perform V 

* Nay, for that matter, ’tig a mere 

f trifle* 


Digitized by 


Google 



THE WHISKERS, 


34* 


9 trifle; only to cutoff your Whifkers, 
9 captain; that’s all.* 

* Madam!’—(Be £o kind, reader, as 
to imagine the captain's utter aftonifh- 
ment) 1 My Whifkers!—Cut off my 
9 Whifkers!—Excufe me!—Cut off my 
9 Whifkers!— Pardon me, Mad&mh— 

* Any thing elfe—any thing that mind 

* can, or cannot imagine, or tongue 
9 deferibe. Bid me fetch you Preitor 
9 John's Beard, a hair at a time, and 
9 it's done. But, for my Whifkers, 

* you muft grant me a falvo there.’ 

9 And why fo, good captain ? Surely 

* any gentleman who had but the tythe 
9 of the pafGon you exprefs, would not 
4 (land upon fu<;h a trifle ?’ 

9 A trifle, Madam !—My Whifkers a 

* trifle! No,Madam, no—MyWhifk- 
9 ers are no trifle. Had I but a fingle 
9 regiment of fellows whifkered like me, 

* I myfelf would be the Grand Turk of 

* Conflantinople.—My Whifkers, Ma- 
9 dam, is the laft thing I fhould have 

* fuppofed you would have wifhed me 


9 to facriflce. There is not a woman* 
9 married or iingle, maid, wife, or 
9 widow, that does not admire my 
c Whifkers!’ 

* May be fo. Sir; but if you many 

* me, you muft cut them off.’ 

* And is there no other way ? Muft I 

* never hope to be happy with you un^ 

* lefs I part with my Whifkers ?’ 

* l^Jever.’ 

* Why, then. Madam, farewel: I 
9 would not part with a Angle hair of 

* my Whifkers if Catharine the Cza- 
9 rina,Emprefs of all theRuflias, would 

* make me King of the Calmucks y and 

* fo good-morning to you.’ 

Had all young ladies, in like circum? 
ftances, equal penetration, they might 
generally rid themfelves, with equal eafe* 
of the interefted and unprincipled! cox¬ 
combs by whom they are peftered: they 
all have their Whifkers ; and feek for 
fortunes, that they may be able to cul* 
tivate, not cut them off. 


THE 

ORIGIN of CUNNING. 

AN ALLEGORY. 


S OON after the expiration of that 
golden age, in which perpetual and 
fpontaneous plenty precluded all temp¬ 
tation to violence and fraud, Apollo, the 

f od of wifdom, of eloquence and mu¬ 
ck, became enamoured of one of the 
nymphs who graced the tj*ain of Diana. 
The nymph, whofe name Time has not 
preferved with her ftory, was at firft in¬ 
flexible ; but the fuit which her chaftity 
refufed, her vanity ftill continued to per¬ 
mit: and thus, though wifdom, elo¬ 
quence, and mofick, were ineffectual, 
yet perfeverance prevailed. The pride 
of virtue was imperceptibly foftened; 
and the fenfe of guilt had been fo often 
loft in the anticipation of delight, that it 
did not always return: to this delight 
there remained no obftaefe but the feat 
of fhame; and the fear of fhame, as de¬ 
fire perpetually increafed, was at laft 
fumhounted. 

ApoHo perceived and purfued his ad¬ 
vantage; and the nymph filently con- 
fented to an aflignation: the place was 
a grotto far fequeftered from the path 
of the traveHer r and the time was mkU 
right* 


When Nature no longer iaviflted her 
bounty upon idlenefs, and the fruits of 
the earth were beftowed only upon la¬ 
bour ; when the harveft and die vintage 
ceaf^l to be common, and the bounds 
of property were fet trp; many vices, 
under human forms, became inhabi¬ 
tants of the earth, and affociated with 
mankind. Of fome the external ap* 
pearancewas pleafmg, and their quali¬ 
ties were not immediately difeovered. 
Among thefe vices was Envy: Envy, 
indeed, was never lovely; but fhe was 
then young, nor was the malignity of 
her mind yet expreffed in her perfon. 

As Apollo was enamoured of the 
nymph, Envy was enamoured of Apol¬ 
lo : fhe watched his defeent, therefore, 
with all the impatience of defire; and 
though fhe knew her own paflion to be 
hopelefc, yet the difeovery of his ad- 
dreffes to another diftraCled her with jea- 
louiy: fhe wan always bufied to procure 
intelligence which could only increafe 
her torment; and was perpetually con¬ 
templating the happinefs which fhe de- 
fpaired to enjoy. 

It happened that the aflignation of the 

U u % lovers 
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lovers was overheard by Echo, and by 
Echo repeated to Envy. This intelli¬ 
gence rouzed her to a yet keener fenfi- 
bility of milVry: to intercept thehappi- 
nefs of a rival, was the firft object or her 
wi(h; and the next moment (he con¬ 
ceived a defign of fecuring that happi¬ 
ness to her lei f. To effeCI both thefe 
urpofes, a thoufand projects had been 
y turns contrived, examined, and re- 
je&ed; her mind was more violently agi¬ 
tated, in proportion as the time drew 
more near; and, after all the toil of 
thinking had ended in defpair, an expe¬ 
dient fuddenly darted into her mind, 
which (he perceived at once to be limple 
and eafy j (he wondered how it had been 
before overlooked, and rel'olved imme¬ 
diately to put it in execution. 

It was within one hour of midnight, 
when the nymph took her way to the 
gtotto. She was now pale with re- 
morfe, andnowflufhed withfhame; (he 
hefitated; her bofom again beat with an¬ 
ticipated delight; (he trembled, and 
went forward. Envy perceived her at a 
diftance, and caft round her a thick 
cloud, which fcarce the beams of Phoe¬ 
bus himfelf could have diflipated. The 
nymph looked round for the grotto, but 
fuddenly perceived herfelf to be involved 
in impenetrable darknefs; (he could dif- 
cover neither the (ky above her, nor the 
ground on which (he ftoods (he ftopt 
ihort, terrified and aftoni(hed; defire was 
chilled in her veins, and (he (huddered 
at the temerity of h$r condutt. 

In this dreadful moment (he had no 
hope of deliverance, but from the power 
wnofe laws (he had been about to vio¬ 
late; and (he, therefore, addrefied this 
prayer to Diana—* Chafte queen of ir- 

* reproachable delight! who, though 

* my mind had renounced thy influence, 

* haft yet by this omen preferved me 

* from corporal di(honour! O guide 

* me in fafety through the terrors of 

* this guilty night! Let me once more 
4 he permitted to purfue the chace at thy” 
4 fide; and to mingle with the happy 
4 virgins, whom Chearfulnefs, the 

* daughter of Innocence, aflembles at 

* thy bower!’ As (he uttered this 
prayer, (he haftily turned about; and 
the moment (he made an effort to go 
back, her prayer was granted; the 
gloom that furrounded her was. difli¬ 
pated; and (he again perceived the mild 
radiance of-fier queen tremble upon the 
foliage of the tiecs, and chequer the 


path before her with a filver light. She 
now l'prang forward, impelled by that 
joy which her deliverance had infpired: 
her fpeed was no longer reftrained by the 
timidity of guilt; the folitary way was 
repafled in a moment; and her defire to 
return had been fo ardent, that (be could 
fcarcely believe it to be accomplifhed. 

In the mean time, Envy had entered 
the grotto, and was expecting Apollo: 
(he heard him approach with a tumult 
of paflions, in which pain was predo¬ 
minant; and (he received him in filence 
and conftilion, which other wife (he would 
have found it difficult to feign. 

When the momentary tranfport, 
which (he had thus obtained, was at an 
end, (he perceived that it had been too 
dearly purchafed with fafety: (he re¬ 
flected upon her fituation with terror; 
and wilhed, too late, that the nymph, 
whofe pleafure (he had intercepted, had 
received it imher ftead, as it would have 
been more than counterbalanced by a 
fmall proportion of her pain: her pain 
was not, however, produced by regret¬ 
ting the lols of innocence, but by anti¬ 
cipating the punifhment of guilt. 

Apollo, who knew not how wretched 
and malignant'a being he had clafped to 
his bofom, whifpered a thoufand tender 
(entiments, and urged her to reply. 
Envy was ftill filent; but knowing that 
(he could not in thefe circumftances 
continue long undetected, (he fuddenly 
collected all her forces, and fprung from 
him, hoping to have efc3ped unknown 
in the darknefs of the night: but juft as 
(he reached the entrance of the grotto, 
he again caught her in his arms. Envy 
(hrieked in the anguifh of defpair; and 
the god himfelf darted back with afto- 
nifhment: he would not, however, quit 
his hold of the fugitive; and Diana, that 
lhe might not lole an opportunity to pu- 
ni(h incontinence, darted her rays di- 
re&ly upon the place. Apollo disco¬ 
vered the features of Envy, and turned 
from her with abhorrence. After a mo¬ 
ment’s rccolle&ion, looking again fternly 
upon her—* Loathed and deteftjed as 

* thou art,’ faid he, * I cannot deftroy 

* thee, for thou art immortal as the fe- 

* licity of Heaven; and I wi(h not to 

* deftroy thee, for immortality is thy 

* curfe. But may my arms again em- 

* brace thee, and may thy bofom b« 

* again prefled to mine, if thy power 

* thus to prophane the delights of love 
! end not this moment for ever: hence- 

t forth 
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« forth thy face (hall be deformed with 
* the charafterifticks of want and £ge, 

« and fnakes, inftead of hair, (hall be 
« the covering of thy head ; thy breads 
« (hall be lengthened to thy waift, and 
« thy (kin (hall be fuffufed with gall.' 
While he was yet fpeaking, the frefh- 
nefs of youth faded from her cheeks; 
her eyes funk inward ; her trefles, that 
flowed in loofe ringlets upon her (boul¬ 
ders, were fuddenly contrafted; and 
wreathing themfelves in various contor¬ 
tions, a brood of ferpents hided round 
her head; her flefh became flaccid, her 
(kin appeared (hriveiled and yellow, and 
her whole form exprefled at once ma¬ 
lignity and wretchednefs. 

Thus changed, (he (led from the pre¬ 
fence of Apollo s but (he carried with 
her not a memorial of her crime 
only, but of that pleafure which her 
punilhment had rendered it impoflible 
to repeat, A child, which (he regarded 
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as at once her glory ^nd her (hame, was 
at length bom; and afterwards known 
among mankind by the name of Cun- 
ning. 

In Cunning, the qualities both of the 
father and the mother, as far as they 
are compatible, are united. As the 
progeny of Envy, he regards whatever 
is amiable and good with malignity; 
the end that he propofes, therefore, is 
always the gratification of vice: but he 
inherits fo much of his father's wifdom, 
that he frequently purfues that end by 
the molt effectual means. 

All, therefore, whom Wifdom would 
difdain to Counfel, apply to Cunning, 
But of the votaries to Cunning, even 
thofe who fucceed are difappointeds 
they do, indeed, frequently obtain the 
immediate obieft of their wifli; but they 
are (till reftlels and unfatisficd ; as the 
ftntefman, after he has gratified his am* 
bition, (till fighs in vain for felicity. 


SAMUEL and SALLY. 

BY THE REVEREND M£. MOIR. 


I T is none of the lead inconveniences 
of being born and bred in a civilized 
Society, that laws and inftitutions of all 
kinds are at bed but the impofitions of 
thfe rich on the poor; and it is not un¬ 
natural for. the former to adopt every 
meafure they can devife to fee are the ad¬ 
vantage which craft or rapacity gives 
them over the latter. 

This being the great origin of all le- 
gifiation, it is obvious enough that every 
other confideration mult yield to the pre¬ 
fer vation of property, and all thole in¬ 
vidious diftinftions which an unequal 
diftribution of it fo uniformly and un¬ 
avoidably occafions. And who knows 
not, that the various effects which al¬ 
ways have refulted, and do inceftantly 
refult, from the arbitrary and fanciful 
preferiptions of wealth, are equally num- 
berlefs and (hocking ? 

This produced the late marriage-aft, 
than which there never was a more bare¬ 
faced and impious encroachment on the 
rights of humanity. This puts it in the 
power of people of fortune only to ob¬ 
tain divorces, keep feraglios, and live in 
as much legal proflitution as they pleafe. 
This narrows, comprefies, or bars, all 


the genial ebullitions of the heart, by 
confining them to certain modes or eti¬ 
quette, which, in human life, only mark 
the various, complicated, and capricious 
ftages of pride. 

The falhionable world have a right to 
indulge themfelves in all thofe luxuries 
which fortune puts in their power; efpe- 
cially fince the maxim has been generally 
and publickly adopted, that they are not 
accountable for any thing they do to 
Earth or Heaven. The great mifehief 
is, their inferiors and dependents are 
always molt dextrous and expert in imi¬ 
tating their worft qualities. Thus the 
peafant, who has pilfered or faved a little 
money, is as jealous and tenacious of 
the paternal prerogative as his mafter, 
and generally not lefs difficult to pleaies 
and daily experience affords too ftrong, 
too common, too coavincing, a proof, 
that every man is a tyrant in proportion 
to his power. 

All the habits and modes of focial life, 
inftead of checking, only cherifh and in¬ 
dulge this mifehievous propenfity. How 
often has a confcioufnefs of paternal au¬ 
thority made fathers lavages, and mo¬ 
thers fiend $ 1 And what elle has fo effee - 

tually 
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tually contributed to baniih matrimony 
from this ill-fated country, and flopped 
the genial progrefs of population ? 

Farmers and others grow proud as 
they acquire property 5 dread nothing fo 
much as the penury they may but juft 
have efcaped j and bring up their daugh¬ 
ters, not for men of induftry, but of 
fortune. Yet the latter rarely look fo 
low r and every offer from the former is 
rejected with contempt: fo that no won¬ 
der England abounds only in characters 
who*, without doing any real fervice to 
themlelves or pofterity, are a perfect 
nuifance to all around them. 

This, in~fa£l, is one of our greateft 
national calamities. Lofs of territory is 
nothing to the lofs of people. An em¬ 
pire without inhabitants is but the dream 
of a beggar, or the whim of a lupatick. 
People are the ftrength or fmews of fo- 
vereignty. Whatever leflens their influ¬ 
ence, or thins their numbers, affeCts (he 
very vitals of the ftate or community; 
and every impediment to matrimony, 
which arifes from law or fafhion, muft 
be attended with this confeqtience. 

But the caprice of thofe chiefly con¬ 
cerned in the difpofal of youth, in too 
many inftances, alfb ruins for ever the 
comfort and well-being of individuals. 

Let tne here introduce the ftory of 
Samuel andiSally, which has already 
fpread their fame, and immortalized 
their loves t it may teach the world at 
large the infinite hazard of indulging 
their favourite paflions tb excefs j it may 
check the arbitrary difpofitions of pa¬ 
rents in preferibing to the affe&ions of 
their children} it may convince the giddy 
votaries of gaiety and parade, that na¬ 
ture, though ftifled among them, in 
Ycenes of lefs affectation and refinement, 
ltill maintains her primary empire in 
the heart of man. 

44 Let not ambition mock their ufeful toil. 
Their homely joys, and deftiny obfeure; 
Nor grandeur hear with adifdainful fmile 
The flwrt and Ample annals of the poor.” 

Samuel was efteemed, among all his 
ruftick acquaintance, more than ordi¬ 
narily clever. He was fober, induftrious, 
and good-natured} a favourite with the 
fair, and not difliked by thofe of his 
own fex. He had a coufin, who, in her 
way, was alfo a fmart lafs, and whofe 
deftiny it was to make a thorough con- 
queft of Samuel* 


In order the .better to fuit the circum- 
fiances of both, he kept her company, 
or rather was in courtfhip of her, for 
years. Sally preferred him to all the 
other clownifti fuitors whom her charma 
attracted in cluflers, like vermin on af 
honeyfuckle. 

But her father, who was alio hi* - 
uncle, had an implacable and unac¬ 
countable averfion to bis nephew. This 
was the great and only obftacle that had 
hitherto and fo long delayed their happi- 
nefs. Samuel grew extremely impatient 
under the reftraint it occafioned: he 
therefore took the firft opportunity that 
offered of representing matters to the 
old man, in a manner* fo very feriou* 
and prefling, that be was affronted, 
turned the lover out of doors, and con* 
fined his daughter to her chamber. 

This cruel treatment affeded both of 
them very deeply; but, for the prefent, 
there was no remedy. Th^ energy and 
operation of aft attachment thus mutual 
and fincere are incredible, even on the 
moft uncultivated minds. It may well 
be fuppofed, at leaft, that Samuel could 
not long brook a profeription fo unrea¬ 
sonably tedious a«nd fevere. 

The truth is, a few days only had 
elapfed, when, arming himfelf with fpirit 
and fortitude, he bolaly Tallied forth for 
the relief of his fair miftrefs; and, in the 
true fpirit of an enamoured hero, deter¬ 
mined either to effeCt her liberty or perifh 
in the attempt. 

When he came to his uncle’s, he 
begged an interview with Sally, and 
infilled on feeing her; but her father was 
inexorable, and peremptorily negatived 
all his defires. Hispaffion, by this time, 
would admit of no denial; and what the 
uncle refufed he then prefumed to com¬ 
mand. It was now a point of honour 
as well as love, and nothing could per- 
fuade him to recede. 

Rufiling furioully up flairs, he endea¬ 
voured to force her chamber-door. This 
greatly exafperated the uncle; who that 
mftant lent fome foldiers, who acciden¬ 
tally lodged in the houfe, to force him 
away: by thefe inhuman wretches the 
bleeding lover was dragged from the 
arms of his fcretqning miftrefs by the 
hair of the head, thruft out headlong, 
and had the door violently fhut in his 
face. 

All this was much too affli&ing and* 
fevere for the harmlef?, well-meaning 
fellow, to fupport; especially as it fub- 

jeCtcd 
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je£ed him to the brutal drolleries of all 
his unpolifhed companions and neigh¬ 
bours. . His own conne&ions witnefled 
with concern the peculiar and lafting de¬ 
jection which fettled on his fpirits, but 
could not remove it. No longer able to 
furmount the unufual weight of forrow 
that oppreffed him, he coolly gave way 
to the deepeft defpair; and, with the 
greateft deliberation, went, when lead 
expe&ed, into an adjacent field, and (hot 
bimfelf through the head. 

'the coroner fat on his body, and 
brought in the verdiCt lunacy. He was 
buried amidft the cries and lamentations 
of a multitude of fpeftators, who flocked 
from all quarters to witnefs his funeral. 

Thefe are the doggerels that mark 
bis homely tombftone; 

Here hctoeft Samuel is interred. 

Who death to life, for love, preferr’d ! 
Who would not round his bleeding urn. 
And o’er his fate untimely mourn. 

Who fcornM, to live from her apart, 

To whom he pledg'd his faithful heart ? 
How few, who boaft a noble birth 
And milder fora, can bo aft fuch worth! 

This very affecting narrative foon 
reached the ears of the difcon folate Sally, 
whofe fad foreboding heart had already 
anticipated the whole. The fympathe- 
tick reader, whofe mind is not yet pe¬ 
trified by maxims of modern gallantry, 
will much eafier conceive than can be 
defcribed the dreadful ftate of her mind, 
on finding all fhe fufpe&ed fo awfully 
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verified. It was not in the pow^r o 
medicine or company, or any other pof- 
fible dkpedient, to moderate her grief, 
or diflipate the gloom that fettled on her 
fpirits. The poor unhappy creature, 
young as fhe was, loft inftantaneoufly 
all relifh for life, and funk at once into 
a ftate of the molt affe&ing infenfibility. 
She was never after feen to fmilej her 
days were fpent in filence, and without 
motion; her nights in wailing, and with* 
out reft. 

One morning, as the family rofe to - 
their wonted toil, the pen five Sally was 
miffing. 

“ In vain they fought her on the cuftom'd 
hill, 

Along the heath, and near her favourite tree} 
Nor down the lake, nor yet befide the rill. 
Nor up the lawn, nor at the wood was fhe. w 

But juft by the church-yard, where the 
afhes of Samuel were depofited, them 
was a large pond, in which fhe was foon 
after found. Her hard-hearted father 
then had her put in the fame grave with 
his ill-fated nephew; and there the old 
frantick wretch is often feen bewailing, 
when much too late, his barbarous ob- 
ftinacy. 

“ There fhall the yew her fable branches 
fpread, 

And mournful cyprefs rear her fringed head j 
From thence wild thyme and myrtle fend 
perfume, 

And laurels, ever green, o’erfhade their 

tomb*” 


THE 

HISTORY OF MISS WILLIAMS, 

'FOUNDED ON FACT. 


S OME years ago, bufinefs calling 
me to London, I took a lodging at 
Mr. Mafon’s, a reputable tradefman, 
near Charing Crofs. * In this houfe I 
occupied the middle apartment, and fre¬ 
quently heaid the not unpleafing found 
of a light female footftep on the floor 
above me, and on the ftair-cafe. Good 
manners forbade my opening my cliam- 
ber-door, to indulge my curiofity with a 
fight of my fellow-lodger; but chance 
fbon gratified my with, by my acci¬ 
dentally coming in at the ftreet-door as 
Ihe was ftepping out. There was fome- 
thing uncommonly interciting in the ap¬ 


pearance of this young perfon, exclufivc 
of either youth or beauty, though fhe 
pofTefled them both, not being above 
eighteen years old, and very handfome. 
It proceeded from a look of diffidence, 
and an unfafhioned air, which denoted 
her to be unpra&ifed in the arts or habits 
of the world. 

She patted along ; and I entered my 
landlady's parlour, impelled by an earned 
defire to know fomething more of the 
fair vifion which had glided by me. 
Mrs. Mafon readily informed me of all 
file knew relative to this young woman, 
whole fiame, fhe laid, was Williams } 

that 
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that /he had been recommended to her 
by a perfon whom (he had formerly 
known, and who had kept a little fchool 
at Hoi /Irani, in Sulfex j that (he had 
lodged and boarded with her about four 
months, paying regularly for her enter¬ 
tainment at the end of the week; that 
(he never went out but to church, which 
fhe daily frequented, or to take a walk 
in the Park j that no creature had come 
to viiit her, nor had even a letter been 
direfted to her fmce (he had been^under 
her roof; that (he was of a grave, but 
not a melancholy calt, worked well at 
her needle, lceined fond of reading, and 
fometiinev fling fweetly in her own cham¬ 
ber, when (he thought no one could hear 
her j that (he often declined accompany¬ 
ing her to the publick gardens, nor could 
ever be prevailed to lit live minuses at a 
time in the (hop* that lhe fometimes 
mentioned her having a friend in the 
country, whom (he much wiflhed to lee, 
but <Jid not expert that pleafure foon. 

From this account I found it impoffi- 
ble t6 form any reafonable conjecture 
with regard to the real (ituation of the 
Jroung woman. Her forlorn and friend,- 
lefs ftate might induce a belief of her be¬ 
ing one of thofe unhappy females who 
have been (educed from the foftering 
arms of parental affe&ion, and kept fe- 
cluded from the World, to gratify the 
fufpicious tamper of her betrayer; who, 
confcious of his defign to abandon her, 
might naturally fufpeCl her fidelity" to 
him. But, in fuch a cafe, the abfence 
from her friends would be a fource of 
forrow; and Mifs Williams was not 
fad: her confinement, too, was volun¬ 
tary 5 and her-conftant attendance on the 
fervice of the church, fpoke a mind de¬ 
void of guilt, oyit's attendant (hame. 
If (he were privately married, her huf- 
band would either write, or come to her, 
and (he would neceflarily bewail his ab¬ 
fence $ and if (he was, what (he appeared 
to be, a virtuous fingle woman, it was 
almoft impoflible (he (liould be fo totally 
unconnected with the whole world, as 
not to have one friend or correfpondent 
in it. 

In (hort, after vainly puzzling myfelf 
about this fair myftery, I gave up all 
hopes of being able to unravel her def- 
tiny, and endeavoured to banilh her en¬ 
tirely out of my mind 5 when, one even¬ 
ing, a loud rapping at the door, and the 
entrance of a perfon in a fedan-chair, 
who enquired for Mifs Williams, re* 


vived my curiofity, as well as that of 
Mrs. Malon j who flew out of her par¬ 
lour, and lighted up a gentleman nearly 
of my own age to her young inmate’s 
apaitment: then putting out her own 
candle, and gently fteppmg into a clolet 
adjoining to Mifs Williams’s room, (he 
fat herfelf down to lilten to the conver- 
fation. 

In abont three quarters of an hour, I 
was furprized and (hocked at hearing a 
fudden noife, like that of a heavyweight 
tumbling on the floor, which was in- 
ftantly followed by a loud and piercing 
(hriek, and almoft as fuddenly echoed 
by Mrs. Mafon from her concealment, 
which (lie now quitted, calling out for 
help. for the dead gentleman . On this 
alarm, I flew up flairs, and found the 
difconfolate Mifs Williams kneeling on 
the ground, with a ghaftly afpeCI, and 
vainly endeavouring to raife a lifelefs 
body, whofe weight feemed too ponde¬ 
rous for her ftrength. I aided her with 
all mine; and Mrs. Mafon homing to 
our afliftance, we with fome difficulty 
laid the corpfe, for fuch it now was, oa 
the bed. 

My fervant was inftantly difpatched 
for a furgeon, who arrived in a tew mi¬ 
nutes. Curing this interval, the un- 
happy girl (hewed every fymptom of the 
deepeft forrow 1 (he fixed her eyes on the 
lifelefs form that lay before her, and ex¬ 
claimed— f Oh, he is gone ! my father, 

* friend, and benefaClor!’ At the fame 
time, drops, chafing, fprinkling of wa¬ 
ter, and every other means, were uied to 
call back the parting fpirit which had 
fo lately left it’s long-accuftomed man- 
fion. But when the furgeon had vainly 
tried to make the ftagnated blood flow 
from the opened vein, and fteadily pro¬ 
nounced that life was fled, diftraction 
feized on the now wretched maid: (he 
tore her hair, beat her breaft, and hardly 
was witheld from doing violence to 
herfelf. At length, overcome by the 
too ftrong exertion of her paffions, (he 
fainted quite away 5 from whence (he 
was recovered > to a ftate of languid ltu- 
pefaClien, and feemed infenfible to all 
around her. In this melancholy filia¬ 
tion (he was conveyed into my apart¬ 
ment ; where I left her with Mrs. Ma¬ 
fon, and returned up ftairs to have a 
confultation with the man of the houfc 
and the furgeon, to determine in what 
manner to proceed 9ft this extraordinary 
occaiion. 

My 
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My landlord had already fearched the 
pockets of the; deceafed, but found nei¬ 
ther letter, or addrefs of any kind, that 
could indicate who he was. In his 
pocket book thpre were Bank of Eng¬ 
land bills to the amount of two hundted 
pounds, one half of which were fn- 
doi fed,in a very particular hand-writing, 

* Mary Wil iams.’ 

We all remained totally at a lofs in 
Mvfcat manner to proceed ; when my lat d- 
lorc?, who was extremely anxious for the 
credit of his houle, and ofcourle unwil¬ 
ling that a coroner'sinqueft fhould beheld 
there, obferved, that his whe muft know 
tnore of the matter than we, as fhe had 
been liftening to all the difcourfe that 
palled between the deceafed and Mils 
"Williams^ previous to his death. Mrs. 
Mafon was ac:oidingly furnmoned fiom 
her attendance on the afflicted fail-one, 
and queftioned with regard to what /lie 
had difcovered in her auditory ; but all 
our enquiiies were frnitlefs: fhe fdd 
Mifs Williams only c lied h m * Sir,’ 
and addrefled him with the refpe&ful 
manners of an affe&ionate daughter j 
whjle he feemed to treat her with the fa¬ 
miliar tendernefs of a fond and long- 
abfent father. 

As my landlady’s information did not 
fuggeft the fmalleft rule for our conduct 
in this prefent difficult crifis, her huf- 
band infilled on her endeavouring to 
perfuade Mifs Williams to acquaint her 
with the name and abode of the deceafed, 
that he might be conveyed home that 
night, and fave them any farther trouble s 
but, after all her moft earneft enquiries, 
<he received no reply from the alnioft 
petrified Mifs Williams, but—‘ Alas ! 

* I know not.’ 

I confefs I was ftartled at fuch an an- 
fwer, and began to fear her reafon was 
difordered by the (hock her fenfibility 
muft have received from the fudden death 
of one whom I confidered as her parent 
or guardian. I therefore advifed her he¬ 
wing immediately let blood, and fuffered 
to give full vent to her forrows, without 
being interrupted or importuned, for the 
prefent, by any farther queftions. With 
much difficulty I obtained a promife of 
profound filence from Mrs. Mafon $ 
and, leaving the fair mourner in poflef- 
fion of my apartment, took a bed at the 
tiummums. 

On my return home in the morning, 

I found the ftarcben had entered Mr. 
Malen’s houfe; and a very riotous mob 

VOL. II. 


was gathered round it, who threatened 
to pull it do vrf, if i hey were not fu fie red, 
to lee the corpfe of the man whom they 
laid he had murdered. When I had 
made through the crowd, I found both 
Mr. and Mrs. Mafon in the utmoft dif- 
trefs, not knowing how to a£t $ as Mifs 
Williams, though to al! appemance in 
her peileci fenfes, peril fled Ifi 11 in de¬ 
nying that (lie had any knowledge of the 
name, family, profcffion, of abode, of hef 
deceafed triend $ fay mg only, that he had 
been lnr benefaflor from her earlieft 
years, and that (he had no other friend 
but.him, 

I th n took upon me to perfuade her 
to be lo far communicative, with regard 
to her departed friend, as might relieve 
the people of the houfe from the irk- 
fomeneis of their fil iation, and to relate 
by whai chance fhe became acquainted 
wi.h her btnetaclor. I framed my ad- 
drefs towards the weeping maid with all 
the foftneis and gendenelh 1 could pof- 
fibly afiume : flit heard me patiently, 
and even feemed to fupprefs her fight* 
and flop her flowing tears, to lilfen to 
my fpeech ; and, when I had ceafed 
fj eaking, fhe role, and with a look of 
the moft perfect innocence, and all the 
firmnefs which attends on truth, replied 
to my q- eftion in the following words— 

• Thedeepeft trace that remains upon 

* my memory, with regard to my ex* 

* iftence, is, that I was placed, \vhen a 
4 child, in a very wretched houfe at 
4 Guildford, under the care of a pariih- 

* nurle, who treated me moft inhu- 4 

* manly. I had one day given feme of 

* my breakfaft to a little kitten that 
4 cried for hunger ; which fo enraged 

* this brutal woman, that fhe fell upon 

* and beat me moft unmercifully. ■ 

* It happened that, at that moment, 

* my ever dear benefa&or palling bv* 

* and hearing my Ihrieks, humanely 
4 ftepped iri, and refeued me from the 
1 hands of my tyrant. He had juftice 

* enough to enquire into the caufe of 

* her feveritv; and, on being informed 
4 of it, became more interfiled in my 

* favour. He fet me on one of his km.es, 

* and placed the kitten on the other $ 

‘ and, whr-n I ftroked it, and fobbed 
4 out— 1 “Ah, poor puffy !** he caught me 
4 in his arms, and feemed delighted with 
4 the tendernefs of my expreflion to the 
4 innocent caufe of my fufferings. He 

* gave the tturfe a proper reproof, and 

4 bade her take care of the child and . 

X x 4 the 
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• the cat, and he would call to fee them 4 

4 again in a few days. * 

‘ When he left me, I thought my 4 
4 little heart flew after him ; and his 1 
4 idea was never abfent from my mind* 

• I could not then he above four years * 
4 old } and yet, I think, if^ I had never < 

• feen him more, I never (hould have ' 

• forgot him. His was the fir ft voice * 

• that had ever foothed my infant ear 

4 with the foft founds of fondnefs. In ( 
4 about ten days he returned, and 

• brought an order to the nurfe to de- 
4 liver me to him, which fhe moft un- 
4 willingly obeyed; but pofitively re- 
4 fufed to,let me take the half-ftarved 

• kitten with me, unlefs he would pay 
M her a guinea for it: he complied with 

• her exorbitant demand; and fo ren- 
4 dered two little animals happy, 

4 From this fcene of mifery I was con- 
« veyed td a very decent houfe at Hor- 
4 Jham, and treated with the utmoft 
4 kindnefs by the perfon to whofe care I 
4 was entrulted. I remained three years 

• in this fituation ; during which time I 

• faw my benefaftor but thrice. At the 

• expiration of that time, I was removed 

• to afchooi in the fame town, kept by . 

• two filters, of the name of Tyrrel; 

• and there I continued till the elder of 

• them died, and the fchool was broke 

• up. The youngeft filter then brought 
4 me to this houfe, and recommended 
4 me to the care of Mrs. Mafon. 

4 During the ten years I lived with 
4 thofe good women, I received an an- 

• nual vifit from my friend. I found 
€ he always paid a year before-hand for 
4 me; and left ten guineas in the hands 
4 of one of my miftrefles, exclufive of 
4 my common expences for cloaths and 
4 other neceflaries, in cafe I (hould be 
4 fick, or he (hould fail to come at the 
4 uliial time, which was generally the 

• end of July, or beginning of Au- 
4 guft. 

4 For the three laft years I fpent at 

• Horlham, I was continually revolving 
4 that, the next time I faw my friend, I 
4 would enquire his name, and how I 
4 became entitled to his goodnefs: but, 

« the moment I beheld him, my refolu- 
4 tion vanilhed. No words can ever 
4 deferibe the the refpe&ful tendernefs I 
4 felt for him; and I (hould readily have 
4 perfuaded myfelf that it was>filial love, 

4 if I had not for ever recollected the 

• particular circumftanoes which had firft 
4 introduced me to hit notice* Fatal 


timidity! which has left me as totally 
ignorant of every thing that relates to 
myfelf, as I am of my patron's name 
or family! 

* The good Mrs. Tyrrel, when (he 
left me in this houfe, gave me about 
forty pounds, which file faid belonged 
to me, as it was the furplus of the 
money that had been left in her hands 
for my ufe. She bade me keep up my 
(pirits; and faid, when my father, for 
1 (o (he always called him, came to 
! Hor(ham, (he would let him know 
1 where (he had placed me. The good 
E woman lived but to fulfil her promife; 

1 for my departed friend informed me, 

( laft night, that (he died about a week 
1 after he faw her laft. 

4 I have now. Sir, related every cir- 
1 cumftance with which I am acquaint- 
‘ ed, relative to my more than father, 
4 and my unhappy (elf. I implore your 

* advice in the prelent crifis. With re- 

* gard to his dear remains, let them be 
4 treated with that refpe& 1 owed him 

* living; and the laft farthing I am 
4 miftrefs of (hall be expended for the 
( piotis purpofis. I am, thank. Heaves! 

* and my departed friend, who had takes 

* care to provide me with a proper edn- 
4 cation, well qualified to get my bread 

* by work or fervice; nor do I feel an 
4 anxious thought about my future wel- 
4 fare.' 

I confefs, I was charmed with the 
fpiqt of candour and generality that ap¬ 
peared in Mifs Williams's account of 
herfelf. A mean mind would never 
have revealed the lownefs of it's fituatioo; 
and the franknefs with which (he ac¬ 
knowledged hers, raifed her to the 
higheft pitch in my efteem. While (he 
was fpeaking, it occurred to me, from 
the circumftance of the particular (eafon 
of the year when her friend made his 
annual vifit into the country, that he 
might poflibly be a lawyer, as the months 
of July and Auguft are the ulual times 
of the affixes ; and that it was likely he 
might be, like myfelf, an old batchelor, 
and might probably have chambers in 
fome of our inns of court. 

Upon this furmife, I (et out dire&ly 
for the Temple, luckily met with the 
porter, deferibed the drefs and figure of 
the perfon who lay dead at Mr. Mafon’s, 
and enquired if he knew fuch a one. 
The man inftantly replied— 4 It mud be 
‘ my good mafter, Counfellor Goodall, 
4 whole (cry apt* were all alarmed at his 
4 (laying 
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* flaying out lad night, as he has not 
4 done fuch a thing thefe ten years; and 

' * his elded brother, Squire Goodall, of 

* Suffex, came to town this morning, 

- 4 and is now waiting to fee the Coun- 

* feller at his chambers.' 

I begged of the porter to conduit me 
thither; and met the gentleman he men- 
• tioned, whofe appearance confirmed his 
relation to the deceafed. With the bed 
preparation which the time would admit, 
I informed him of the circumdances of 
his brother's death, and took occafion 
r to mention his attachment to Mifs Wil- 
& Hams. We fet out together in Mr. 
Goodall's coach; and, the moment he 
beheld the corpfe, nature proclaimed the 
confanguinity of brotherhood, for he 
we pt bitterly. 

3 The body was immediately put into 
a coach, and conveyed to his late home. 
Mr. jGrbodall faw Mifs Williams, fpoke 
kindly tp her, and bid her be of com¬ 
fort; laid, he doubted not the veracity 
; of the/dory I had told him, was furehis 
brother had made a proper provifion for 
her in his will, and defired to fee her 

- and me together in a few days. In lefs 
than a week he fent to defue (he would 
come to his lodgings in Soho Square, 

' and bring a friend with her; on which 
fummons Ihe intreated Mrs. Mafon and 
' me to accompany her. 

Mr. Goodall received us very politely; 
x but, with an air of real concern, told our 
3 young friend, that after the mod dili¬ 
gent feaich through his brother's pa¬ 
pers, he had not been able to find a will, 
nor any memorandum wherein her name 
was mentioned, except one of a very 
; flight nature, in a pocket-book, which 
was fourteen years olds he therefore in- 
rreated her to recoiled, if poffible, what 
kind of connexion there had been be¬ 
tween his late brother and her; and af- 
; fured her, that if fhe could claim any re- 
. lationfhip, or even promife of provifion 
from him, he would do more than juftice 
, to her plea. 

The honed, generous girl, frankly 
declared fhe had not the fmalleft claim 
to his intended bounty; and, without the 
lead helitation, or variation, related the 
fame dory with which the reader is al- 
ready acquainted. I faw Mr. Goodall's 
countenance much moved, during her 
aulefs tale; which, when fhe had finiffi- 


ed, he produced the pocket-book be had 
mentioned, in which were only thefe 
words—* Augud 3d, 1759. * have 
4 this day taken a female child under my 

* protection, whom I mean to educate 
4 and provide for, as fhe is friendlefs, 
‘ and of an amiable difpofition. Her 

* name is Mary Williams.’ 

‘ Now, Madam,' faid Mr. Goodall, 
4 I am fully convinced you are the per- 
‘ fon here mentioned, from the parti- 
‘ culars of your own dory. Your can- 

* dour in relating it deferves a reward; 

* and my refpeH for my brother's me- 
4 mory inclines me to fulfil his wifh. I 
4 will, therefore, to-morrow morning, 
‘ order my lawyer to draw up a deed of 
‘ gift, which (hall convey to you the fum 
4 of one hundred pounds per annum, 

* during your life; and if a match wor- 
‘ thy of your merit fhoyld be propofed 

* to you, I will then add one thoufand 

* pounds to it, on your wedding-day, 
‘ In the mean time, accept of this fum,* 
prefentipg her with the hundred pounds 
m bills, which had been found in 
Counfellor Goodall's pocket, with her 
name indorfed, ‘ as a prefent from your 
‘ late benefaCtor; and may you longen- 

* joy my little gift!’ 

Mr. Goodall might have gone on 
much longer, without interruption. Gra¬ 
titude had overpowered every faculty of 
the gentle Mifs Williams’s foul, and 
left but juft ftrengjth fufficient to throw 
herfelf at his feet, burfting into a flood 
of tears. Mrs. Mafon was (truck 
dumb with aftoniftiment; and confider- 
ed the good man as a fupernatural be¬ 
ing. For my part, although 4 unufed 
‘ to the melting mood,’ I found it ne- 
ceffary to apply my handkerchief to my 
eyes, and remained lilent, becaufe I could 
not(peak. 

A few weeks fince, being unexpectedly 
favoured with a vilit by Mrs. Mafon, 
now a widow, at ray country retreat, 
and enquiring after the future fortunes 
of Mifs Williams, I was at once pleafed 
and aftonifhed to hear that, loon after 
the above events, her charms had at¬ 
tracted the notice of a young man of 
fafhion, then an officer m the guards; 
and . that fhe is at prefent no lefs a 
perfonage than the amiable and every 
where admired Lady Mary Meritwell. 

X x a THE 
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THE PRUDENT RESOLVE; 

OR, 

HISTORY OF KITTY CONRIC. 

SUPPOSED TO BE RELATED BY HERSELF. 


BY THE REVERE 

H OW often does V3nity lead the 
judgment aftray, and flattery fe- 
duce to imprudence! How frequently 
do we plume ourfelves on tahe merit, 
and ir.ltiiure pretcnlions todiftinXion for 
qualities that ought rather to excite the 
blnlh of lhame than the pride of con- 
fcious luperioruy! In vain do we leek, 
foi felf-coirgrataUtion, where prudence 
will not nidify our deeds; and what 
avails th * rapture of *11 judging admi¬ 
ration, the compliment ot proliituteJ 
fenfe, the ap Uule of the multitude, or 
the fame of the pu dick when the heart 
revolts at the praife it does n. i feel to he 
if s due, and is unable to fcaft on the 
folace of del'ert! Confcienc- forced thefe 
reflexions; and I have found it’s f ig- 
ge.rions too valuahie to be flighted. 
Happv ih ill I be, if my brief hidory may 
warn mv 11 x from the precipice I once 
approached, and direX them to purfu.ts 
that realhn will i'anXion, and wifdom 
approve. 1 

I was the only daughter of a very rich 
and relynXihle m rcnant; and therefore 
v'as boi n to every delight that wealth 
can confer. Mv father, having pur filed 
trade with the mod led lous a tention 
from his early years, had but little time, 
and fewer opportunities, to polifti his 
tafte or improve his mind. He poftefted 
that blunt honefty,that independence on 
fafhionable forms, which conibture the 
pride and glory of theEntifli cha'i.iXer; 
though the bluntnels that offends, and 
the rudenefs that difg’dU, are as little 
entitled to commenda ion as the cringe 
of ferviiity and the tiff *c of compliment. 
My mother had a turn fo; elegance, and 
a difpofition for expence. She was am¬ 
bitious of obtaining the credit of tafte, 
and literary tafte in particular. The 
ihge was the fummit of her joy: the 
'vifits of a celebrated aXor or aXrefs were 
efteemed as conferring the higheft dif- 
tinXion; and, before I could diftinguiih 
between art and nature, I remember to 
have been terrified at the fereams of a 
tragick queen, and aferibed the grimaces 
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of a mimick to the parcxvfms of mad- 
ntft. Into fuch company I was early 
introduced, and was taught to recite paf- 
fages from Shakefpeare before I was ca¬ 
pable of reading him. To the theatre I 
was frequently conduXed, and every 
play I law rendered me more defirous of 
feeing another. I had no reaion to com¬ 
plain of want of indulgence, and my 
wi(h feidom remained long ungratified. 

The tender min i ealiiy affimiiates it- 
felf to the examples before it: I foon 
c light the rage of imitation, and the 
fl :me of emulation; encouragement fan¬ 
ned the pailion of my foul, and praife 
animated me to aim at the excellence I 
admired. My father, bleffed with that 
plain f,*nfe which feidom leads aftray, 
gtntly exp.dtul ited with my mother on 
the impropriety of my purfuits, and the 
prcbable coniequente ot their continu¬ 
ance: he was filenced by the retort, that 
he wanted lafte to relifli fuch things him- 
felf, and therefore condemned them in 
others; and fometimes I.was 1 deft red to 
repeat a favourite fpeech, in which I 
could beft difplay my attainmehts, in 
order to l’oothe him into acq nefcence, 
and to conciliate his approbation. The 
good man was at laft alhamed to cenlure 
wiiat every vifitor at our houfe fo lavilhly 
commended and paflionately admired : 
but (fill he was not convinced; and I 
being now arrived at twelve years of 
age, he prevailed with mamma to fend 
me to a c lebrated boarding-fehool, a few 
miles from town, to finilh my education, 
but principally with a view of reclaim¬ 
ing my theatrical tafte. His intentions 
were good; but they were rendered iu- 
effeXual. My mother recommended an 
attention to my reading and reciting at 
the chief objeX of education; and my 
father unfufpicious of fuch a comm ana, 
had not entered his caveat againft it. 

When parents forget the real hap- 
pinefs of their children, and' give abfurd 
inftruXions to their tutors, it is fcartely 
to be expeXed that the latter will oppoM 
them. For on what principle can Tt 

igitized by Goog ; 


XHtE tPKTTDJEIlTT IRESOILVIE. 

Fublilkrd as the Act directs,by Harrilbu.{.-C?3*el».i.i~8^. 

Digitized by Google 










V 

Digitized by Google 


THE PRUDENT RESOLVE. 3 $I 

be done? Duty to the authors of their thing more than an a&ors he artfully 
life, next fo that due to the Supreme drew me into the moft impaflioned dia¬ 
ling, is the firft leffon that (hould be legues ; and fpoke his own ientiments 
inftilled into the minds of children; in through the medium of Drydcn, Con- 
comparifon of which the bufinefs of a greve, and Otway. I own, I felt the flame 
teacher is but a fecondary conlideration. he wiihed *o communicate; and I foon 
My governefs was not inattentive to the regarded Mr: Bulkin as tne moft ac- 
i nju nations fhe had received; I was cal led complilhed, the moft impreflive of all 
on to entertain every vifitor at the fchool; who courted my lmiies. or compliment- 
and frequently read leflons to fuch of ed my proficiency. In a Ihoit time he 
my companions as wiftied to be initiat- made no iecret of his paflion: I was ad- 
cd in the art. dreffed in ail the gallantry that wit had 

Scarcely had I reached my fifteenth invented, from Shakelpeare to Sheridan; y 
year, when my mother died; and, as I and thole who could have relifted it, 
had ever been treated with the tendered muft have entertained a greater avcrfion 
affe&ion, I was deepiy afflt&ed at her for the aftor and his art than I could 
lofs. For fome time, indeed/1 was in- poflibly do. 

confolable; and, notwithftanding my About this time a young merchant 
attachment to plays, I had thoughts of was recommended to my notice by my 
renouncing them for ever. But the father; and, if pleafing manners in a 
mind is elaftick to regain it’s tone; and lovely form could have engaged affeftion, 
griefmak.es only an evanefeent impref- his addrtffes would not u ave been paid- 
hon on youth. In the courfe of a few in vain: but he was no actor, nor did he 
months, I regained my natural vivacity, even compliment my abilities in that • 
and my mind it’s peculiar bent; and be- line; he itrove only to recommend htno- 
ing taken from fchool, to fuperintend felf by every manly art, and not to flatter 
the affairs of my father’s houfe, at fix- me for what he conlidered as a foible 
teen, I found the affociates of my loft and a misfortune. Mr. B fkin had 
parent eager to renew their acquaintance therefore a decided, though a fee ret pre- 
vvith me, and to fan the flame which ference: for my father little iufpe&ed^ 
had never been extinft in my hrealt. that play was turned to earned, and that_ 
The mildneis of my father’s difpofition, the plot was about to bedeveloped. How- 
added to the fondnets of his affe&ion for ever, he pieffed me, with more than 
me, prevented him from abfolutely deny- common uigency to favour the pre- 
ing me the plea lure of fuch company as tendons of Mr. Hartley, the gentleman 
I particularly delighted in; though he he had fixed on for a fon-in-law; and 
often tried, by diftant hints, to recom- I faw no way left to efcape a match 
mend more rational amui'ements than which at beft was indifferent to me, and 
thofe of ipouting and acting; and more to fecure an unien which I ardently 
cre’ditable companions than the under- wiftied, but that of doling with Mr. 
lings of the theatres. Bulkin's ptcpofal of an elopement, and 

I was too much infatuated to liften to finifhing my theatrical career in the ge- 
fuch gentle admonition, and too much nuine (tile of comedy, 
elated with my own imaginary import- The plan was laid: I was dreffed ia 
ance to think I deferved ceniure. I the chara&er of the Comtek, Mufe, m 
was flattered by fome whom the publick order to take a part, as I pretended, in a 
flattered; and their good opinion I valued favourite play, which was to be per- 
as the higheft panegyiidk. In a lliort formed that evening at our theatre; hut, 
time our houfe was converted into a in reality, to bl'guife my<elf the beiter, 
kind of private theatre, or rather a in cafe I Ihould be puriued in my elope- 
fpouting-club. Heroes and heroines, ment, which was to be attempted that 
tragick and comick, were continually very evening with Mr. Bulk n. 
exhibiting proofs of their art, or requeft- The dav hung heavy on my bands* 
ing my judgment, which was now al- Mr. Hartley had in vain fti ove to divert 
lowed to be fupreme, on the merit of my languor which he could not fail to, 
their performances. I frequently took remark; and had left me with a look of 
a part in the moft admired fcenes; and, concern mixed with love. I took a walk - 
without feeling the paflion, often per- into the garden, purpofely to chace the. 
fonated the ardour of the tendereft tove. lazy-paced hours; and coming up to a 
One comedian, in particular, foon con- pedeftal, on which a Mercury was for r 
yjjictd me-he wiihed to be efteemed fome* erected, faw a maik, that a ihort 

time' 
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time before I knew was lying in the 
drawing-room, placed on it's top. I 
was not a little furprized how it could 
get there; but, judge my aftonifhment! 
when I took it up, and £gw ijt lined with 
the following veriest 

With all the charms that win the heart. 
Why will my Delia ftoop to art, 

And veil herfenfe, and (hade her face, 
Illum'd with more than mortal grace! 
Believe the foul that bears no guile, 

The bread that forms no deep r laid wile; 
Deceit and danger round you wait— 

You totter on the brink of fate 1 
Thisemblematick mafk will tell, 

Who is the dupe—aj»d break the fpell$ 

|f only Delia deign to hear 
The counfel of a friend fincere. 

Hartley, 

I bad already felt a depreflion of fpi- 
rit». Thefe lines touched the key of the 
moment. To be grave, is to refleCl; 
and this was an occafion that required 
it. I held the mafk in my hand; my 
arm refted on the pedeftal. The viiions 
of blifs I had long indulged l'uddenly 
flilappeared, I (huddered at the reflec¬ 


tion of paft folly ; I anticipated the dan- 

f sr and difgrace I was about to incur* 
immediately refolved—and the refolu- 
tion was kept facred—to renounce my 
predilection for plays and players, and 
conform myfelf to the maxims of pru¬ 
dence, and the withes of my father. 
Mr. Bulkin was informed I fhould fee 
him no more; and, though my fortune 
would not permit him to believe me 
without a few more efforts, he found at 
laft that I had made up my mind on the 
fubjecV, and tiiat all the eloquence of the 
ftage could not move me. Mr. Hartley 
now appeared the noil amiable man in 
the world?—a more virtuous does not 
exift. In proportion as I was more and 
more difpleafed with my former felf, I 
became more attached to him. In a few 
months, we were indiflolubly united, to 
the mutual fatisfaCtion of ourfelves and 
families; and I have fince had leifure to 
know, and to acknowledge**— 

Thit woman, bora to dignify retreat. 

In (hades to flourilh, and unfeen be great, . 
Fearful of fame, unwitting to be known, 
Should feek but Heaven’s applaufes and her 
own. 


THE 

MAN OF PROBITY, 


A TRUE 3TORY. 


I N the month of May, on a moon¬ 
light night, about forty years fince, 
gs a young gentleman was returning to 
his chambers in the Temple, he found 
a baiket laid clofe to his door, in which 
was curioufly enwrapped a lovely infant 
nboutten months old. This gentleman, 
whole name was Lamb, though he had 
been what is called wild, and been en¬ 
gaged in many intrigues, had little or no 
ireafbn to fuppofe himfelf a father; yet, 
gs he was at g good difpofltion, and pof- 
feflfed an ample fortune, he refolved to 
take fome meafures to provide for the 
boy> who was well dreffed, and had a 
note pinned on his breaft, containing 
the fcilowingwords— 


WOK TNT ill, 

€»LIGHT not this infant! Rather 
^ confider him as the gift of Heaven. 
Chqrjib him, and God and man will re¬ 


ward you. You will rooft certainly 
have reafons, in this cafe, not to repent 
your care. Should you adopt a different 
conduCt, you will find caufe to reproach 
yourfelf for ever, 


When Mr. Lamb read this note, and 
took the infant in his arms, who fmiled 
innocently upon him, unconfcious as 
was of his fituation, he could not help 
rejoicing that chance had put it into his 
power to provide for fucb a beautiful 
child. He accordingly procured a pro* 
per nurfe for him in infancy; as he ad¬ 
vanced in years, put him to fchool; and, 
in order to give him a chance for railing 
his fortune in bufinefs, placed him as an 
apprentice to a brother of his, who was 
a wholefale dealer, and was equally ca¬ 
pable of inftruCting him in trade, and 
ufing him with care and tendernefs. 

I pafs over the many jokes which were 

put 
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put upon Mr. Lamb for his good-nature, 
and the various opinions formed on his 
conduct: the general one was, that he 
knew it was his own child he thus took 
care of. He, for his part, was above re¬ 
garding thefe reflations; and, as I have 
already faid, watched the hoy (whom he 
named George, after himfelf, adding his 
.own furname alfo) with a father's care. 

George had ferved almoft his whole 
time, when the niece of his mafter re¬ 
turned from France, whither (he had 
been fent to perfelt her education. The 
young people fcarcely faw each other, 
before they were fmitten with a mutual 
paflion. It was no wonder, as both were 
bandfome and accomplished perfons. 
But, from the moment that George fir ft 
perceived the flame rifing in his breaft, 
he confidered that he was a foundling, 
fupported merely by the generofity of a 
man who had folemnly affured him of 
his ignorance of his birth, and was now 
on the point of marriage. When he 
refle&ed that this was his fituation, and 
that he was far from having any farther 
claim on his benefa&or, he could not 
think of encouraging love for a per- 
fbn who would be likely to lofe her friends 
good-will, and be thereby rendered mi¬ 
serable in returning it. On this account, 
even though the maid had betrayed her 
iniftrefs's fecrets, by informing him of 
the fituation of her heart, he diWained to 
take any advantage of her partiality in 
his favour. 

A little before George was out of his 
time, his fotter-father and his mafter 
bad a long conference together: at their 
parting both Teemed aft am (bed, and the 
latter afterwards appeared more tender 
of him than ever. Soon after this, the 
very day his indentures expired, his 
mafter died; and, on opening his will, 
all his money, to the amount of above 
twenty thoufand pounds, was found to 
be bequeathed to his apprentice, except¬ 
ing only a thoufand pounds to the niece 
above-mentioned; and the fame fum to 
a nephew, who, every one expelled, 
would have been heir to all his riches. 

Surprized as George was at this ap¬ 
parent ftrange turn of fortune, he was by 


3S3 

no means elated over-much. As he was 
declared to be the executor, every thing 
remained entirely in his power; and he 
refolved to conuder juflice, rather than 
intereft, in his difpofal of it. 

But, firft of all, he thought it would be 
equally prudent and dutiful to confult 
his fofter-father. Accordingly he in- 
formed Mr. Lamb of what had happen¬ 
ed; who a(ked him, what was his deter¬ 
mination in the affair ? When he very 
generoufly replied, that his intention 
was to treat the nephew-of his mafter as 
the rightful heir, and to give up all to 
his dilpofal. 

Mr. Lamb'could hold out no longer; 
he fell on his neck, and thus addrefled 
him—* George, you would all nobly, 

* were you what you think. It is my 

* joy and pride to find you poffeffedof 

* fuch principles. Know, that your late 

* mafter is really no other than yqurfa- 

* thcr. Your mother, whom he did 

* every thing in his power to fupport 

* comfortably, woula not be fatisfied 

* without marriage, to which he never 

* would confent. On this, (he and her 

* child totally difappeared: (he, going 

* abroad, died on her paffage; and you 

* were left as I found you. 

* I have yet another thing to obferve 
4 to you. I know not whether you are 

* acquainted with the fall; but your 
4 coufin Maria, for fuch (he is, is ena- 
4 moured of you: you cannot do better 
4 than to be united to her. As to your 
4 other coufin, he has ever behaved him- 
i 4 felf ill to his kinfman, and is a worth- 
4 lefs man. However, if you chufe to 
4 add a moderate annual ftipend, I (hall 
4 not advife you againft it. The reft is 
4 yours: mayyou livelong and happy 
4 in the poflefnon of it!* 

George followed his nncle's advice. 
He eafily prevailed on Maria to accept 
his proffered hand; and fettled one hun¬ 
dred pounds a year for life on. his 
kinfman. The worthy Mr. Lamb, at 
the fame time, mariying a lady of for¬ 
tune, the two families lived as one; 
and the parties are now alive, and in 
the fulleft enjoyment of health, content, 
and happinefs. 


LADY 
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LADY AGNES. 

AN OLD ENGLISH ANECDOTE. 

T HE fame the Warwicks has terrified rival to the top of the Towerj 

de tended to pofteritv;but our an- and* after having commanded herdepen- 
®ais are otten unjuft—they ncoidthe dents to ai m for the defence of the place, * 
noble a&ions of the Earls of that name, enquired with amazement.the caufe of an 
but thememoiv ot Lady Agnes is no ' averfion that could lead her foobftinatelv 
xnoie. Yet er fou! equalled in fpirit to refnfe one of the molt accorrmlifhed 
tin foul of her forefathers, and her nobles of her time. El'inor, though no 
m .gn-mimity was put to a trial not un- ftranger to the engagements of her pro- 
worthy of proving thtirs. S fie heireT tedrels with Lord Talbot’s fon, was 
of the houie of Warwick, Agnes Neville, ungenerous enough to reveaL her par- 
at the age of twenty three, had difere- tiality for him, at the fame time that the 
tion a l K)ve her y: ars. Tue Earl her fa- implored alfurances offafety fromEflex’s 
ther w*sengaee 1 in the wars of Richard men, who now appeared in fight, infi- 
the Third, while Neville Tower v- is nitely fuperior, from their numbers, to 
the piace of her retreat from a bloody thofe on whom (he refted her hopes of , 

and hateful court. The domains of defence. It remained with Lady Agnes ^ 

Lord Talbot adjoined to her inheritance, only to yield her up, or at leaf! com- 

and the two old noblemen had long en- mand a faint refiftance. Ellinor in the J 

tertained a favourite fcheme of uniting po.ver df Lord Elfex could never more I 

fb m for ever by a marriage with the Ion be apprehended as the chofdn miftrefs 

of the larer. The h art of fair Agnes of young Talbot; and, without the lead 
ddared in his favour; but that of young appearance of ungenerofity in the noble | 
T *bot, unknown to her, wa the (lave Neville, the wifhes of her heart might 

of Ellinor Dudley, though (he fomr* hat be indulged.. Thus (he argued fora 

fufpe&ed his partiality. Ellinor far fur- moment, but true heroifm prevailed, 

parted her in beauty, and was the objed Herfelf appeared on the ramparts, and 

of univerfal admiration; but in particu- animated to fuch a degree her father’s 

lar of that of Lord Elfex, who had de- warriors, that four only of the purfuers l 

maiuted her of hei father, but was un- of Ellinor efcaped. After this triumph 1 

able to overcome her diiitke, much IcTs over the invaders and her own heart, (he • 

to obtain the afFe&ions bellowed on Tal- direded a ftrong guard to condufl the 

Lot's fon. Oppreff d by his partion, too lovely rival to the caftle of her fa- 

and diftra&ed by her refiftance, he re- milv, where (he was foon after fecured 

folved to employ force to acquire a blef- from the farther forcible attempts of her , 

fing he fondly efteemed neoefi'ary to his determined lover, by his death in the lad 

exithnee; and therefore dilpatched a of King Richard’s battles. Henry 
band devoted to him, with orders to in- Seventh feated on his throne, the Earl of 
tercept her way, as he knew (lie was Warwick returned to his daughter^ 
eroding the country, attended by a very whole nuptials he wi(hed to have cele- j 

(lender efcort. and convey her to his moat- brated before be conduded her to court, 
ed caftle in the neighbourhood. Apart Lord Talbot’s impatience equalled his 
only of his diredions were obeyed • they own; and the young foldier, dreading his 
impeded her progrefs, but the fteemefs father’s irritable temper, acquiefced 
of her horfe was her protedion: it con- without a murmur. They attended at 
veyed her to Neville Tower, which was Neville Tower, and princely oilers were i 
in light; and then the generous refolu- made in form. The anfwer of Lady 
tion of Lady Agnes engaged for her Agnes was comjirized in few word$— 
farther fafety, though (he was fwiftly (he pofitively refufed him\ acquainted 
purfued by Ertetf’s men, who, acquainted her own father with what .had parted) 
with the abfence of Lord Warwick, ap- but entreated his fecrefy, that Lord Tal- 
prehended little refiftance from his bot’s anger might rather be railed againft 
daughter. Herchara&er they were mif- herfelf than againft his fon. This re¬ 
taken in; (he conduded her lovely and folution to the young man was an un- 
• expe&ed 


Digitized by Google 



LADY AGNES* 


expelled reprice$ but lie was ftill far¬ 
ther to be indebted to the generous- 
minded hcirefs of Warwick: through 
her mediation his marriage was com- 
pleated with Ellinor, though fo far 
might he have boafted the preference of 
Lady Agnes, that (he never after would 
liften to any other propofal. Her brave 
father, while he lived, engaged her un¬ 
divided attention ; and, after his death, 
his vaflals were prevented from long 
lamenting their lofs, by the noble mind 
and truly Brittfh virtues of his fteady 
and magnanimous fucceffor. 

Here let it be alked, if on earth there 
is a (ituation more capable of happineft 
than that of a young woman who has 
prudence for her guide; and who is 
refpe£led by, and independent of, the 
world ? An heirefs with a clear and un- 
entangled fortune; fubjeft only to rea¬ 
son, and the mild paflions of her fex; 


355 

free of the boifteroot tyranny, or iW- 
judging caprices, of the men, whofc 
(lighted paflions area ftorm. Untrem- 
biing at the imperious command of a 
Lord confcious of his power, which 
every fupple art *vas put in praftice to 
raife him to; unblufhing for the whims 
of a fop, or a fool; (he (lands foie miftrel* 
of herfelf, her fortune, and her people: 
The embarraflments that occur are re¬ 
mediable, for (he is free ; thofe intro¬ 
duced by a hufband, what woman can 
foretel the termination of ?—Oh ! let 
fuch be confcious of their enviable (later 
let them value their ineftimable privi¬ 
leges; and fuffer even real'paflion, but 
much oftener intereft or ambition, to 
plead in vain, though in the mod be¬ 
witching accents, and from the mof 
fafcinating forms, that ever engagedthf 
foftnefs of the female heart l 


THE 

DUPE of PREJUDICE. 

AN AUTHENTICK ANECDOTE. 


I N the year 1745, Mr. Noddy, a re¬ 
putable tradesman in the city of Lon¬ 
don, having a younger brother who was 
detefted in holding (bme correfpondence 
with the nsalecontents who were at that 
tiitie fomenting a rebellion in the north, 
being taken up by the king's meflen- 
gers, and examined before the privy- 
council, received a free difcharge, on 
the condition only of going abroad, for 
which purpofe a (mail poll was afligned 
him in the Weft Indies. 

Several people of his acquaintance 
entertained a notion that he was to be 
more highly rewarded, and that the poft 
he was fent to occupy would be made 
fuch to him as could not fail to raife his 
fortune. But, among all thofe who 
adopted this opinion, none was fo con¬ 
fident in it as the Mr. Noddy above- 
mentioned. His brother was not fuf- 
fered to take leave of him, nor of any 
pf his acquaintances this circumftance 
heightened in his ideas the importance 
of the concern which he fuppofed the 
yoyage to be entrufted with. 

His exiled relation was not watched fo 
flofely, but that he found means to fend 
^im a note to th$ fpUpwing PVfpoftw* 

V9fc. JI, 


DEAR BROTHER,, 

"pjOUBTLESS you know, by this 
time, the refult of the deliberations 
of council with regard to me. I am now 
going to the Welt Indies, but to what 
fettlement I-know not: that is a fecret; 
but I am allured it will be to my own 
advantage, as well as for the fervice of 
my country. In the mean time, I am 
treated with the greateft refpe£t. Tht 
captain, when he opens his commiflion 
in a certain latitude, fays he will give me 
all the information I can defire. Should 
fortune, which has hitherto fported with 
me, favour me at laft, doubt not but 
you will be remembered more than in 
words by your affe&ionate brother, 

T. Noddy. 

The myftery now feemed deeper than 
ever. Mr. Noddy conceived the higheft 
opinion of his brother’s fuccefs; he faw 
him already in fome place equivalent to 
that of a governor or one of the Weft-? 
India iflands; and had even laid out 
what he was to do for him, and the reft 
of his relation^ He dreamed of him 
every night, and thefe vifions were a U 
way» fuck a* brought him into fome 
Y y agrecakif 
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agreeable fituation• He thought, he talk¬ 
ed, of nothing elfebuthis brother: till a 
friend of bis, telling him that it was ra¬ 
ther tedious to his company to be always 
thus difeourfing upon one fubjeft, and 
intimating, befides, that it might bring 
him into Tome embstrraflment with go¬ 
vernment, he reftrained his fpeech; but 
being a man of a very fanciful turn, his 
v ideas, thus checked, turned inward, and 
his mind was, more than ever, bent on 
what he forbid his tongue to utter. 

Some months after his younger bro¬ 
ther's departure, a report prevailed that 
' he died on his paflfage to Jamaica ; but 
this Mr. Noddy could by no means give 
credit to; nor would he lofehis fancied 
ile of happinefs fo eafily. A friend of 
is having invited him to fpend a week 
or two with him at his houfe in Suflex, 
a (bipwrecked failor, as he reported 
himfelf, no uncommon objeft in thofe 
parts, came thither to aik charity. The 
very fight of a failor made Noddy’s 
heart leap for joy : he immediately ran 
himfelf to the door, queftioned him, 
and being told he came laft from the 
Weft Indies, he defined permiflion of 
his friend to afk him in. Accordingly 
the man was defired to walk down into 
the kitchen; and, after feme neceffary 
apparel being brought him, Mr. Noddy 
took him into a private room, where 
entering into converfation,.the ftranger, 
who appeared to be a perfon of fome 
understanding, informed him, that he 
had formerly feen his brother; and that, 
fo far from being dead, he was fafely 
landed at Jamaica, where he had re¬ 
ceived a confiderable fum of money; 
that he had a commiflion to go from 
thence to tfanfaft fome bufinels on the 
Spanifh main; and would, doubtlefs, 
come home loaded with treafure. 

' The failor received a handfome pre- 
fent for his trouble; but his intelligence, 
as he had defired, was kept a Secret. 
Some days after his departure, a man, 
fhabbily drefled, was feen to hover about 
the houfe, fixing his eyes conftantly 
upon Mr. Noddy, who was ftanding, 
According to his ufual cuftom every af¬ 
ternoon, at the parlour window. At 
length he pulled off his hat, arid made 
ftgns of begging alms. Mr. Noddy, 
Vpon this, drew up the window, and 
tofled fome halfpence into his hat; when 
the fellow, with a very fienificant look, 
v* him to andcrftsmd that he .was ope 

. . 1 • :v/ » - v «• ■ .* •' 


of thofe who could read fortunes. Hi* » 
weak benefa&or was not backward in 
comprehending him s he ran and intro¬ 
duced him ; when, being fhut up to- ] 

gether, the fortune-teller firft began by i 

relating leveral circumftances of his paft J 
life, which greatly furprized him. After I 

this, he proceeded to tell him fome things , 

relative to his brother, which exa&ly ] 

agreed with the failor's account. After j 

this, Mr. Noddy could no longer doubt ! 
of his veracity; when, finding him open | 
to all he could fay, this reader of the 
ftars informed him, that on fuch a day # 
in the fucceeding year, and precifely at 
fuch an hour, his brother would return, 
and prefent him With the exaft fum of 
twenty-five thoufand pounds fterling. 

He added many other trivial circum¬ 
ftances, but this was what he dwelt 
upon; and, being gratified well for his 
trouble, took a dire&ion to Mr. Noddy's 
houfe in London, where he himfelf was 
to call on that day, and to receive far¬ 
ther marks of his benevolence. 

If this deluded man had before ra¬ 
ther flighted his hyfmefs, by which he 
had got a very genteel fubfiftence, he 
now feemed to negleft it entirely. Re¬ 
turning to London, he gave himfelf up 
to the pleafures of his romantick imagi¬ 
nation; and, within a little time, began 
to lay down the plan of difpofing of the 
money his brother was to prefent him. 

At what he thought a proper time, he 
left off bufinefs, and fold off the ftock 
of his (hop, Mr. Freeman, an intimate 
acquaintance of his, though he could 
not dive into the meaning of his beha¬ 
viour-imagining, as he knew His tem-f 
per, that he was going upon fome falfe 
ground—caufed the goods he fold^to be 
bought by a friend, who had them mucli 
under their real value. Mr. Noddy nex,t 
fold a fmail eftate he had in the country. c 
Here alfo, unknown to him, his friend 
interfered in the fame manner; but hd 
could not prevent his retiring into Kent, 
where he purchafed a traft of land, and 
materials for building; fetting men to 
work, and managing the chief partof the 
bufinefs upon credit. In vain did Free¬ 
man intreat to know upon what rational 
grounds he meant to launch into fuch 
expences; he only anfwered, that he 
knew what he had to do, and would 
take care in no refpeft to aft impro¬ 
perly. Soon after, he even went fo far 
as tQ fet the very day when his refpeftive 
' f v creditor* 


Digitized’by Google 



THE DUPE OF PREJUDICED 357 


Creditors (hould receive their money, 
which was the fame day that the fortune¬ 
teller had fixed for his brother’s return. 
They came, and were difappointed: he 
put them off, however, for a time, till 
conceiving that he had all this time been 
only bulled in meditating a fraud, one 
of the mod impatient of them arretted 
him; and he had been hurried to a pri- 
fon, where probably he might have 
perifhed, had not Freeman, and another 
perfon of his providing, bailed thea£lion. 
All that remained of his property was 
then fold, and being divided among the 
creditors, who were affured by his friend 
of his having no ill defign, they came to 
a composition without making him a 
bankrupt. Amongft thefe effects the 
cttate was delivered up, and one third 
more in money raifed than it had for¬ 
merly been fold for. As to the ftock in 
trade, Mr. Freeman re-purchafed that, 
and gave it back to his friend) who, after 


recovering from a levere fit of illnefs 
which his fituation had occaiioned, re¬ 
covered alfo frpm his delufion, went on 
again in his bufinefs, and,after acourfe 
of years, found it in hjs power to pay 
every body, and to retire upon a com¬ 
fortable fortune, though not fo fplendid 
as that which he had expe&ed from his 
brother, who was really dead, (though 
not upon his paffage, as had been report¬ 
ed) foon after his landing at Jamaica. 

The fagacious reader will eafily con¬ 
ceive that the (hipwrecked failor, and 
the fortune-teller, were both impottors. 
Indeed the former was not what he Teem¬ 
ed, but an artful fellow, who a&ed in 
that chara&er to obtain money on falfe 
pretences; and fometimes to make way 
for the latter, to whom in this cafe he 
had communicated all he had gathered 
from Mr. Noddy, whofe weakness he 
perceived; and thus both in concert a£Ud 
upon his credulity. 


PASTORA and PALEMON. 

A PASTORAL TALE. 


T HE fun had juft begun to peep, 
and the lark to carol, when Paf¬ 
tora went forth from her cottage—her 
delightful cottage, furrounded with 
lhrubs blooming, and full of odour. 
From the cool moifture of the night, 
the grafs had recovered that verdant luf- 
tre which it had loft by the fcorching 
heat of the preceding day. The air, 
,pure and wholefome, gave new vigour 
to the body, and diffufed over the foul 
all the fweets of a delicious calm. But, 
alas ! thofe fweets were unknown to the 
bofom of Paftora. Often was the filence 
of the night interrupted by her fighs, and 
often was her repofe difturbed by anxious 
dreams. Every morning, up, and abroad, 
at dawn of light, (he went and confided 
to the wood-nymphs the forrows of a 
reftlefs heart. That heart was full of 
the moft lively tendernefs for a (hepherd, 
the lovelieft of the plain; and Paftora, 
though the faireft of the ftiepherdeffes, 
knew not whether Palemon was difpofed 
to return it. What fometimes foftened 
her alarms was, that the affe&ions of 
Palemon Teemed not to be engaged to 
another. 

As mufing (he traverfed the fields, 
Paftora having reached the margin of a 


fountain, which had wrtnefled the hap* 
pinefs of a thoufand lovers, and with 
which a thoufand others had repeatedly 
mingled their tears, file fat down upon 
the flowery turf that enamelled it’* 
banks, and gave a loofe to thought. 

* How delightful,' exclaimed the, 

* to the bofom of ferenity and content, 

* are the beauties of nature, when thus 

* the morning fun gently removes the 

* gloomy veil fpread over them by nightl 

* Why to my bofom have they no 
4 charm ? Palemon, it is thou who ait 
4 thecaufe, the unconfcious caufeofit: 
4 thou knoweft not, thou haft not been 
4 able to guefs, that Paftora loves thee l 
4 Loves thee! alas! how is it poftible 
4 (he (hould not ? Who is there of our 
4 (hepherds more mild, more beneficent, 
4 more intelligent, more virtuous? Never, 
4 oh! never, Palemon, will I forget the 
4 day in which thou refcuedft from in- 
4 digence/and from defpair, the aged, 
4 the venerable, the forlorn, Ernefto. 
4 Deprived fuddenly, deprived by cruel 
4 fortune of his alt, thou didft not re- 
4 member that he had been thy father's 
4 enemy, but (hared with him thy 
4 little ftock, and reftored him to hap- 
4 pinefs, to life. Since that day, I have 

Yy » 4 loved 
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‘ loved thee, and fince that day, the fun tom. Around and around (he wanderS 

* has paflfedthe half of it's annual cir* about,with her eyes, as if ftill in learch 

* cle; ttern winter has fucceeded to the of Palemon. Over her head (he per- 

* feafon of Pomona, and even the fmiles ceives a garland of flowers tied to the 
f of fpring are no more. Palemon is a tree which (hadowed her from the fun. 

* ftranger to love ; for furely, if he loved, She turns her eyes from it with difdain, 
f who but (he who adores him ought imagining it to be the unwelcome homage 

■* to have a claim to his heart? A of fome other (hepherd than Palemon; 
‘ Granger to love \ Can Palemort be but again is her attention attraaed by 

* that ftranger, with a heart fraught certain charaaers newly engraved under- 
« with fenfibility ? Ah! Palemon, Pale- neath the garland. She (tarts up; ad- 

* mon! with forrow fhall I expire, ere vances to the tree; and, from thfe cyphers 
. ‘ thou wilt difcover a fccret which I dare of her beloved (hepherd *$ name, inter- 

* not reveal to thee ? woven with her own, Ihe learns, with 

Thus bewailed the difconfolate Paf- rapture learns, that Palemon returns her 

•tora, while the indifcreet echo repeated paflion. Jnherextafyftiefeizesthegar- 
her moans, and wafted them afar. Pale- land. She longs, yet is afliamed to 
mon overheard a part of them* and, from deck herfelf with it. At length, how- 
the found of diis own name, he almoft ever, her fears give way to her wilhes, 
gueffed the reft; but, fearful left he ftiould and (he afTumes the garland. 

Jiave been rniftaken, he waits till he (hall Palemon no longer doubts his enjoy- 
feceive more certain proofs of his feii- ment of ahappinefs for which till now 
city. The fhepherdefs, in the mean he had not even dared to hope. From 
while, long as (he had been denied the his concealment behind a thicket of 
fweets of reuofe, clofed her eyes; and, honey-fuckle, where he had remained in 
when (he leaft expe&ed it, gradually funk expe&ation of Paftora's awaking, he 
into the arms of deep. rulhes forth, and throws himfelf on his 

By the indulgence, doubtlef?, of a be- knees before the (hepherdels, who foon 
neficent Divinity, her imagination is en- beheld her dream realized,. Palemon 
-jprofled with an agreeable dream. She with eafe obtained forgivenefs for his 
beholds Palemon at her feet; he declares paft flience ; both returned homeward 
be adores her; he repeats it , a thoufand with a ferenity, a fatisfaftion, they had 
.and a thoufand times. Paftora in the never experienced before ; and, in a few 
inftant awakes—with a ligb awakes— days, they were happily united at the 
and, alas! her happinefs is but a phan- Hymeneal altar. 


THE 

GENUINE MEMOIRS 

or AN 

UNFORTUNATE TYE-WIG. 

BY MR. CHRISTOPHER SMART. 

H AVING fome bufinefs to tran- ter’s bru(h. On this fight, I could not 
faff in the city, with my good help contemplating what a multitude and 
friend, the bookfeller, I was the other variety of circumftances this fame wig 
,day tempted by a fine morning to quit might have paffed through! And now, 
my houiein St. James's Place, without was I to follow the example of the 
,my chariot, and fairly tramp it for the writers of the laft century, I (houldwalk 
benefit of my health. But, before I had home peaceably, go to bed, fleepfound- 
jreached one third part of my way, I was ly, and in the morning write a vifion 
overtaken by a (bower, which obliged on the occafion. But, as it happens 
me to take ftielter in a covered alley; that 1 have a fuperlative contempt for 
where I faw a boy wiping a gentlemans thofe old canting vifionaries, I (hail 
Biots with a Tye-Wig, in order to pre- fairly and fquarely, without apology, 
pare them for the operations of his maf* preface, or preamble, give jny reader 
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the Memoirs of this Tye-Wig; which 
he very civilly, and without folicitation, 
delivered to me in the following form of 
words. 

“ You fee before you one of the mod 
Unfortunate pieces of hair that ever 
poffefled the capitol of the human micro- 
cofm.” Here I could not help inter¬ 
rupting his Tyefhip, and do fired him to 
proceed in a more intelligible, and lefs 
pedantick manner, which he thus did 
accordingly. “ You would have ex- 
cuftd my Itile, had you known my edu¬ 
cation; but, for your more immediate 
larisfa&ion, I fhall proceed with all the 
fimplicity imaginable. At my firlt fet- 
ting out in the world I was the property 
of a young phyftcian, who may with the 
ftri&eft propriety be faid to have taken 
his degree, becaufe it was given him by 
no univerfity in the world : from the 
gravity which I lent him he got fome re¬ 
pute; and being withal a very handlbme 
fellow, he was often confulted by ladies 
of diftin&ion. However, the little cre¬ 
dit he had with his barber often threw 
me into very great and dangerous dif- 
orders; and had not my mailer been hap¬ 
pily executed for poifoning an old citizen, 
who flood in the way of a young blood, 
my memoirs might have ended here. I 
,was fold by my mailer’s executioner to 
an eminent fecond-han 1 hair-merchant 
in Middle Row, Holborn, where I fpent 
the long vacation in great tranquillity; 
but, at the beginning of the term, I was 
pui chafed by a young Irilh Templar, and 
called to the bar along with him. Had 
nature furnifhed the infide of my mailer’s 
head, as well as art, by my means, did 
the outfide, he by this time might have 
been a judge. But, alas ! having no¬ 
thing but me and impudence on his fide, 
he was hilfed out of the court, laughed 
out of the coffee-houfe, and finally 
kicked out of the kingdom. As for me, 
I was left, with other effects, in the 
hands of an eminent pawnbroker in 
Weftminfter, from whom I was redeemed 
by an underling player, who fold me to 
the wardrobe-keeper of one of the the¬ 
atres. I may fay, without vanity, that 
I have afted the principal parts, both in 
‘tragedy and comedy, to the fatisfa&ion 
of the publick; and have often, with the 
atfiftance of Ikilful barbers, gained an 
applaufe, in which the aftor that wore 
me had no (hare; and from which I have 
fufhcient reafon to be convinced, that a 
certain quantity of hair, duly bediien- 
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ed with perfumed powder and oil of 
fweet almonds, will do more on the 
llage than gracefulnefs of aftion, pro¬ 
priety of pronunciation, or any other 
theatrical virtue whatfoever. You may 
judge how long, and how fuccefsfully, 
I fei ved the patentee, when I allure you 
I was fifteen times new-mounted while 
I continued in his majelly’s fervice. At 
length one Garrick came in power, the 
pupil of Art, the fon of Nature, and 
the coufin-german of Shakefpeare and 
the Paflions. Coats and wigs, which 
heretofore were primary qualities in act¬ 
ing, were now reduced to a fecondary 
ftate. The theatre, refcued from jar¬ 
gon, rant, and fenfelefs fhew, now be¬ 
came the temple of manly and rational 
mirth, and the vehicle of goodfenfe and 
morality. On this fatal revolution, I 
prudently abdicated, and was again fold 
to the merchant of Middle Row. My 
next fcene of life was a military one, for 
I was purchafcd by an officer in the 
Welch fufileers, with whom I experi¬ 
enced all the hardfhips of wind and 
weather, and ferved in the double capa¬ 
city of caxon and night-cap. I went 
through a mod furprmng diverfity of ac¬ 
cidents; and there was hardly an objeft 
in nature that did not occur to me, except 
a block, a powder-puff, and a comb t 
at lengthen the fatal a£lion of Fqntenoy, 
I loft part of my fore-top and one of my 
tails; upon which my mafter prefented 
me to an old ferjeant, with whom I 
(hortly afterwards went fellow-penfioner 
to Chelfea Hofpital. Here I remained 
about two months : at length the fer¬ 
jeant happening to be drinking a pot of 
porter at the World’s End, a perfon of 
a very fmgular chara&er came in; and, 
after tippling pretty freely, fwopt with 
my mafter for a brown bob and eighteen 
pence. My prefent poflefTor was a con- 
ftant attendant at the Temple Exchange 
Coffee-houfe, and his profeflion was of 
a nature very extraordinary. His bufi- 
nefs was to afifift the news-writers in the 
vacation, and other times, when there 
was a dearth of events: he would make 
you a plague at Conftantinople at a mi¬ 
nute’s warning; and, for the confider- 
ation of half a crown, would dethrone 
the Grand Signior, or kill you a hundred 
thoufand Tartars. He was, perhaps, 
the only man that knew the private con- 
verfations of all the foreign minifters at 
the Hague; and would publifh you a 
letter in the Daily Advertiler, in which 

he 
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lie would unlock the cabinets of all the As foon as I arrived in the country, I 
crowned heads in Chriftendom. But was ftationed on a mop-(lick, to fright 
one night, chancing to l'peak diirefpt£l- the crows from a pea-held, in which 
fully of the Grand Monarque, a French office I ferved for about a fortnight} but 
dancing-mafler took him by the nofe, a beggar-man coming by one day, who 
and threw me into the fire. From this had difcretion enough to think half a 
lamentable cataftrophe, you may eafily loaf was better than no bread, and any 
account for my prefent appearance. My thing of a wig better than a bald pate, 
mailer never thought it worth his while took me from my grand pod, and placed 
to attempt my reicue} and, had I not me upon his own idea-pot; which, you 
offended the company with -a difagree- are to understand, is a philofophical 
able ftink, I fhould have inevitably pe- napic for the head. This is the worthy 
rifhed in the dames. I was kicked about gentleman, whom you now fee con* 
the coffee-houfe, and trod upon by peo- defeending to amufe himfelf with clean- 
pie of all ranks and degrees for upwards ing the ffioes of perfons of quality, and 
of a week; when a country farmer, a who now employs me in the fervile oc- 
great oeconomift, one of whofe maxims cupation of being the harbinger of the 
it was, that every thing had it's ufe, blacking-ball, and gentleman-ufher to a 
took me up by half of my only remain- brufh.” 
ing tail, and put me into his pocket. 


THE 

STORY OF JANE GILBERT. 

A SUPPOSED WITCH. 

BY THE SAME. 

T HERE was in the weft of Eng- The parifii, thus difconcerted and 
land, where I lived feveral years, enraged, withdrew the fmall pittance 
a poor induftrious woman, who labour- they allowed for her fupport; and would 
ed under the evil report of being an have reduced her to the neceflity of ftarv- 
old witch. Every hog that died with ing, had (he not been ftill affifted by the 
the murrain, every cow that dipt her benevolent Mr. Williams. He often 
calf, fhe was accountable for. If a fent her bread and meat; frequently pro- 
horie had the ft aggers, fhe was fuppofed cured her fpinning-work from the next 
to be in his head; and whenever the market town; and was fo provoked at 
wind blew' a little harder than ordinary, their behaviour to the poor old creature. 
Goody Gilbert was faid to be playing that he once applied to a neighbouring 
her tricks, and riding on a broomltick jufticeof the peace in her behalf; but,as 
in the air. there happened a ftorm the night before, 

Thefe, and a thoufand other phan- which ftripped part of the thatch oft*his 
tafies, too ridiculous to recite, poflefled worfhip's liable, that wife haberdafher 
the pates of the common people. Horfe- of the law refufed her relief. 

(hoes were nailedwith the heels upwards, I was one afternoon drinking tea with 
and many tricks were made ufe of, to Mr. and Mrs. Williams, when amef- 
entrap and mortify the poor creature, fage being brought that poor Jane Gil- 
Such, indeed, was their rage againft her, bert was extremely ill, we all three went 
that they even petitioned Mr. Williams, to fee her. As fhe was fick, I expe&ed 
the parfon of the parifh, not to let her to have found her in bed; and we open- 
come to church; and, at laft, even in- ed the door foftly, not to difturb her; 
fitted upon it. This, however, he over- but, when we came into her little hovel, 
ruled, and allowed the poor old woman poor Jane was fpinning by a fmall peat 
a nook in one of the aides to herfelf, fire, which I could have covered with 
where die muttered over her prayers in my hand. 

the beft manner fhe could. As the poor old foul was deaf, (he did 

not 
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fiot hear us open the door, and I had an 
opportunity of taking a full furvey of 
her before (he perceived us. A picture 
of fuch wretchednefs I never faw before 
or fince. Her body was half naked, 
infomuch that her withered fhoulders 
and part of her breads appeared through 
her tattered gown. Her head was bound 
round with an old blue docking, that 
expofed her bald crown and her ears to 
view. Her hole were compofid of two 
bay band s,tyed round her legs with pack¬ 
thread. She fat in an old elbow-chair; 
and, by fits, dozed, and then again turn¬ 
ed her wheel, to the motion of which 
her under-jaw kept exa 61 time. 

When Mr. Williams called to her, 
Ihe raifed herfelf up; and, by the fup- 
w port of the chair, made us a curtfey. 

The manner of our coming in had a 
little confufed her, but fhe foon recover¬ 
ed herfelf, and, bv our defire, fat down. 
Mr. Williams then enquired into the 
ftate of her diforder; and fhe told him, 
that fhe believed her illnefs was occafion- 
ed by her eating that food, pointing to 
an earthen pan that Hood before us, in 
which were mixed a little barley*meal, 
fait, and water; and adding, that fhe had 
not had any bread or meat tor feven days. 
At this he was furprized, and afked what 
was become of the victuals he fent her 
the beginning of that week ? She thanked 
him for it; and replied, that two fellows 
in the neighbourhood, whofe names fhe 
'mentioned, had taken it from her, and 
that one of them had ftruck her feveral 
blows. Mr. Williams feemed angry 
that fhe did not inform him of it: but 
fhe defired he would not be difpleafed; 
and faid, fhe was loth to be too trouble- 
fome. 

Mrs. Williams, who is a mighty good 
woman, was greatly affefcted with this 
circumftance, and fhed tears; which 
\yere, indeed, accompanied with my 
own. She then warmed a little fack-whey 
fhe had brought in her pocket, and gave 
k the poor creature to drink. This Jane 
fwallowed eagerly, and was fo chearful 
after it, that fhe talked to us above two 
hours, entertained us with her whole 
ftory, and the hiftory of her time, which 
- was frequently interrupted with the 
warmeft expreffions of gratitude to Mr. 
find Mrs. Williams. 

When I exprefTed my furprize at her 
memory and good fenfe, fhe told me that 
J)ie was once a young gentlewoman's 

i-.i ■ • i, i t .. * 4 . 


waiting-maid, with whom fhe had * 
good education; and could, even now, 
read and write very well, but that the 
neighbours would not fuffer her to have 
a pen and ink, and had ftolen her bible 
and fpe&acles. 

Juft as we were coming away, I put 
two half-crowns in her hand, which fhe 
returned me again, and begged I would 
oblige her with fome halfpence in.their 
Head—‘ for the people,’ fays fhe, * in 

* the neighbourhood, are poflefied with 

* a notion, that I can turn lead into 
‘ filver and gold; but that, by and by, 

* it will become lead again; and there- 

* fore none of the (hops will change my 

* money.’ 

When we parted with the old woman, 
fhe cried; and whifpered to Mr. Wil¬ 
liams to come again, and give her the 
facrament, for that fhe did not think fhe 
fhould live long. 

I could recite many other circum- 
ftances in Jane, or (as they by way of 
reproach called her) Joan Gilbert’s be¬ 
haviour, which I think proved that fhe 
was not a witch, but a pious and good 
chriftian, unlefs witchcraft can be fup- 
pofed to confift of true wifdom, morality, 
and religion. But I now haften to the 
fequel of my ftory, in which you will 
find that the fource from whence witch¬ 
craft is reputed to fpring, is poverty, 
age , and ignorance ; and that it is im- 
pofifible for a woman topafs for a witch, 
unlefs (he is very poor, aged , and Jives 
in a neighbourhood where the people are 
void of common fenfe . 

Some time after we had this interview 
with Jane Gilbert, a brother of her’s 
died in London; who,, though like a 
truly adopted fon of Care, he would not 
part with a farthing while he lived, at 
his death was obliged to leave her five 
thoufand pounds; money that he could 
not carry in the coffin with him. This 
altered the face of Jane’s affairs prodi- 
gioufly: fhe was no longer Jane, alias 
Joan Gilbeit, the ugly old witch, but 
Madam Gilbert; her old ragged garb 
was exchanged for one that was new and 
genteel; her greateft enemies made their 
court to her; even the juftice himfelf 
came to wifh her joy; and, though feve¬ 
ral hogs and horfes died, and the wind 
frequently blew after that, Madam Gil¬ 
bert was never fuppofed to have any 
hand in it: and from hence it is plain, 
as I obferved before, that a wopiat> pnu ft 

be 
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be <very fipor, very old, and live in a 
neighbourhood where the'people ar every 
fiupid, before (he can polfibly pafs for a 
witch. 

It was a faying of Mr. Williams, who 
would fbmetimes be jocofe, and had the 
art of making even fatire agreeable, that 
if ever Jane deferred the charafter of a 
witch, it was after this money was left 
her; for that, with her five thoufand 
pounds, (he did more afts of charity and 
friendly offices than all the people of 
fortune within fifty miles of the place. 
Many thoufandsof my readers know this 
to be true; but as fomemay be ignorant 
of it, I muft inform them, that (he gave 
bibles and common-prayer books to all 
the people in the neighbourhood, and (he 
paid for the fchooling of forty boys and 
girU. She boiled a large copper twice 
a week, and made broth and dumplings 
for all her neighbours who were old or 
fick : (he lent five hundred pounds, in 
fmall fums, to poor tradefmen and far¬ 
mers, without interelt, for ever; and ap¬ 


pointed truftees to take the bell fccurity 
they could, fo that the principal might 
not be loft $ and to remove the fums oc- 
cafionally from one family to another, 
when the one could fpare it, and the 
other wanted aflittance. She fettled 
twenty-five pounds per annum on the 
minifter of the parilh, to vifit and pray 
by them, and teach the children their 
catechifm ; and to each child that came 
to church to repeat the catechifm, (he 
ordered a plumb-cake every Sunday. 

Among her donations, (he did not 
forget her friends, Mr. and Mrs. Wil¬ 
liams, but gave their fon and daughter 
five hundred pounds a-piece in her life¬ 
time. As to her own part, (he allowed 
herfelf but eighteen pounds a year to live 
on; and that, at her death, (he bequeath¬ 
ed to an old woman who attended her. 

And this is a woman they were about 
to deftroy for witchcraft and forcery! 
But the people are now a(hamed of their 
behaviour, and therefore I have con¬ 
cealed the name of the place. 


THE 

REWARD of HONESTY. 

A CHINESE TALE. 


A Family in moderate circumftances 
dwelt at Voufi, a town dependent 
on the city of Tchantcheou, in the pro¬ 
vince of Kiangnan. Three brothers 
compofed this family; the eldeft was Liu 
the Diamond, the next Liu the Trea- 
lurer, and tfie third Liu the Pearl, The 
latter was not yet old enough for mar¬ 
riage, and the other two were already 
married. The wife of the firft was called 
Ouang; and that of the younger, Yang; 
and they had both all thofe charms that 
render women agreeable. 

Liu the Treafurer had a ftrongpaftion 
for gaming and drinking, and difeovered 
little inclination to any thing that was 
good: his wife was of the Tame cha- 
i after, and had little regard for virtue; 
differing in this from Ouang her fjfter- 
in-law, who was an example of modefty 
and regularity. Thus, though thele 
two women continued feemingly a good 
underftanding between each other, their 
hearts were hut weakly united. 

' puang had a fpn Unnamed Hieulj 


that is, The Son of Rejoicing. This 
child was but fix. years old, when one 
day (topping in the ftreet with other 
children of the neighbourhood, to behold 
a folemn proceflion, he was loft in the 
crowd, and did not return home in the 
evening. 

The lofs rendered his parents incon- 
folable, who put up advertifements in all 
places? and enquired after him in every 
ftreet; but all to. no purpofe, for they 
could hear no news of their dear fon. 
Liu his father was overwhelmed with 
forrow; and, in the midft of his melan- 
cholly,he determined to forfal v ?s houfe, 
where-every thing called to mind the 
memory of his dear Hieul. He bor¬ 
rowed of one of his friends a fmall fura, 
to carry on a little traffick in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the city; flattering himfelf, 
that, in thofe (hort and frequent ex- 
curfions, he thoulcf at length find the 
treafure he had loft. 

As his mind was wholly taken up 
with this fon a he was littlcd affefted with 


Digitized by 


Google 


THE REWARD OF HONESTY* 


tfc* advantages he gained from trade; 
however; he carried it on for the fpace 
of five years, without going a great dif- 
tance from his own houle, whither he 
returned every year to pafs the autumnal 
feafon. - In fhort, not finding his foil 
after fo many years, and believing him 
loft without redemption, and perceiving 
likewife that his wife Ouang was likely 
to hive no more children* he determined 
to withdraw himfelf entirely from fo 
much uneafinefs; and, as he had in-' 
creafed his ftock, his defign was to go 
and trade in another province. 

On the road he met with a rich mer¬ 
chant, who perceiving his talents and 
Ikiliin trade, made him an advantageous 
offer; and the defire of growing rich 
induced him to forget his trouble. 

Hardly were they arrived in the pro¬ 
vince of Changfi, but every thing fuc- 
ceeded to’their wiflies : they had a quick 
fale for their merchandizes, and the profit 
was oonfiderable. The payment, which 
was deferred on account of two years 
famine that affliXed the country, and a 
tedious diftemper wherewith Liu was 
feized, kept him three years in that pro¬ 
vince. After he had recovered his health, 
and his money, he fet out in order to 
return to his own country. 

Happening to ftop on the road, near a 
town called Tchinlieou, to recover from 
his fatigues, he perceived a girdle of 
blue cloth in the fhape of a long narrow 
bag, fuch as is worn under a gown, and 
„ufed to carry money in: going to take 
it, he found it of a confuierable weight; 
and, drawing on one fide, he opened 
the bag, and found about two hundred 
taels. At fight of this treafure he made 
the following reflexions* 

4 It is my good fortune that has put 

* this fum into my hands, and I may 
4 keep it if I pleafe, and make ufe of it 

- * without dread of any bad confequen- 

* ces; however, he who has loft it, as 
4 foon as it comes to his knowledge, 

* will be in a dreadful agony, and re- 

* turn to feek it as foon as poflible. 11 
4 has been faid, that our anceftors, when 
4 they have found money in this man- 

* ner, have taken it for no other end 
4 but to reftore it to the owner. This 

* feems to me juft and equitable, and 
4 worthy of imitation, efpecially con- 
« fideringthat I am grown old, and have 

* no heir to fucceed me : I have no oc- 
4 cafion to retain money which I cannot 

* ftriXly call my own,’ 

Vol# IL 
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At the fame inftant he went and 
placed himfelf near the fpot where he had 
found the bag, and waited there the 
whole day without any perfon’s coming 
to claim it; and the next day he continued 
his journey. 

After fix days travelling, he arrived 
in the evening at Nanfoutcheou, and took 
up his lodging in an inn, where feverai 
other merchants were arrived before him. 
Their difcourfe falling upon the ac* 
cidents of trade, one of the company 
faid—‘ Five days ago, when I left Tchin- 
4 lieou, I loft two hundred taels, which 

* I had in my undermoft girdle: I had 

* taken off this girdle and placed it near 
4 me while I took a little reft; when 

* fuddenly a Mandarine, with all his 
4 train, paffing by, I got out of the way 

* lor fear of an infult, and forgot to 

* take up my money; and it was not 
4 till I went to undrefs myfelf at night, 

* that I perceived my lofs. I was fully 
4 convinced that it would be to no pur- 

* pole to return back', fince the place 

* where I flcpt was much frequented* 

* and therefore it was not worth while 

* to retard my journey in fearchofwhat 
4 I was fure not to find.' \ 

Every one pitied his hard lot, and Lift 
immediately demanded his name and 
place of abode. 4 Your fervant,’ re- 
plied the merchant, 4 is called Tchin, 

4 and lives at Yangtcheou, where he has 
4 a (hop and a pretty large ftock. But 

* pray may I alk, inmylurn, to whom 

* I have the honour of fpeaking?’ Liu 
told him his name, and faid that he was 
an inhabitant of the city of Voufi. 4 My 
4 direct way thither,’ added he, 4 is 
4 through Yangtcheou, and if you pleafe 
4 I will do myfelf the pleafure of ac- 
4 companying you to your own houfe.’ 

Tchin replied, with a great deal of 
politenels— 4 With all my heart; if you 
4 pleafe, we will go together, and 1 think 
‘-myfelf happy to meet with fuch good 
4 company.’ Early the next morning 
they fet out together; and, as the diftanc* 
was not great, they foon came to 
Yangtcheou. 

After the ufual civilities, Tchin in¬ 
vited his fellow-traveller into the houfe, 
and ferved up a fmall collation: then Liu 
began to talk of the money loft al Tchin¬ 
lieou. 4 Of what colour,’ faid he, 4 was 
4 the girdle whefein your money was 
4 contained, and how was it made 
4 It was of blue cloth,’ replied Tchin; 
4 and that which diftinguilhed it front 
% 7. 4 all 
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• all others, was the chara&er of Tchin 

• at one of the ends, which is my name, 
4 and is worked in with white iilk.’ 

This defcription leaving no farther 
doubt, Liu faid, with a cheat fill air— 
4 If I have afked you fo many quef- 

• tions, it is becaule I have found l'uch 
4 a girdle as you defcribe/ and drew it 
out at the fame time. 1 4 See,’ faid he, 

• if this belongs to you.’—* It is the 

• very fame,* faid Tchin; upon which 
Liu prefented it to it's true owner. 

Tchin, full pf gratitude, prelTed him 
greatly to accept of half of 'l;c fuin, but 
to no purpofe, for Liu would take no¬ 
thing. • H^w great is my obligation!* 
refumed Tchin : * Where may be found 
4 fuch great honefty and gencrofity afc 

• yours?* He then ordered a handfome 
tteat, and they invited each other to 
drink, with great demon It rations of 
friend (hip. 

Tchin faid within himfelf— 4 Where 

• (hall I find, in thefe days, a man of 

• equal probity with Liu ? People of his 
4 chara&er are very rare. Butwhy fliould 
4 I receive fo great a benefit from him, 

• and not think of an acknowledgment? 
4 I have a daughter about twelve years 
4 old, and am ddirops of an alliance 
4 with fo good a man: but has he ever a 
4 lbn? that is what I am ignorant of. 

• Dear friend,’ faid he to him, 4 of 
what age may your fon be?’' At this 

queftion tears fell from Liu’s eyes. 

• Alas!’ replied he, 4 I had but one fon: 
4 he was infinitely flearto me; and, (even 

• years ago, walking out to fee a pro- 
4 celHon, he di(appeared, and I could 
4 learn no news of him ever fince; and, 
4 to add to my unhappintfs, my wife 
4 has had no more children.’ 

At this relation Tchin formed very 
thoughtful fora moment: then refum¬ 
ing his dilcourfe— 4 My brother and 
4 benefactor,’ faid he, 4 how old was 

• your dear child when you loft him ?’ 
— 4 He was fix years old/ replied Liu. 
« What was his lirname/ added Tchin, 
4 and how was he made?’— 4 We called 
4 him Hieul/ replied Liu: 4 he had 
4 the finail -pox, but it hadleft no marks 
4 on his face ; his complexion was fair 
4 and floiid.’ 

This account gave great joy to Tchin, 
and he could not help (hewing it in his 
eyes and countenance. He immediately 
called one of his domefticks, to whom 
he whifpered fomethir.g in his ear. The 
fervant mads a 6gn that he would obey 


his mafter’s orders, and went into thfl 
inward part of the houfe. 

Liu, attentive to thefe various qtief- 
tions, and the chearfuinefs that appear¬ 
ed in the countenance of his hoft, was 
taken up with a great many doubts; 
when he faw enter a young domedick 
about thirteen years old: he was clad in 
a long gown and handlome furteut; he 
was well-fhaped; his features were re¬ 
gular* his air was inodeft, and )iis car¬ 
riage agreeable; he had fine black eye¬ 
brows, and eyes lovely and piercing, 
which immediately itruck the eyes and 
heart of Liu. 

When the young boy faw a ftranger 
fitting at the table, he turned towards 
him, making a low bow; and then go¬ 
ing near Tchin, (food in amodtft man¬ 
ner over-againlt him. 4 My father/ 
faid he, in a fweet and agreeable voice, 
4 you have called Hieul} what is your 
4 pleafure with him ?’— 4 I will tell you 
4 by and by,’ replitd Tchin} 4 there- 
4 fore ftand near me/and wait a little.’ 

The name of Hieul, which was given 
to the boy, Hill increafed the fufpicions 
of Liu : a fecret impreftion feized his 
heart} and, by a wonderful fympathy of 
nature, recalled to his mind the image 
of his foil, his (hape, his vifage, his air, 
and his manners} he law them all in the 
perfon he beheld; and there was nothing 
but the name of Father, which he gave 
to Tchin, that put him to a ltand s he 
thought it uncivil to a(k Tchin whether 
it was in reality his fon, becaule it might 
happen that two children might have the 
fame name, and refemble each other. 

Liu was fo taken up with thefe reflec¬ 
tions, that he thought very little of the 
entertainment: the ftrange perplexity he 
was in might be feen in his countenance; 
and lomething unaccountable made him 
keep his eyes fo ftedfaftly on the young 
b#y, that he could look at nothing elle. 
H'eul, on the oilier hand, notwithftand- 
ing the fearfulnefs and modefty of his 
age, looked ftedfaftly upon Liu; and 
it leemed as if nature had difcovered, 
at that inftant, that he was his father* 

In ftiort, Liu could no longer fupprefs 
the agitations of his heart; and, break¬ 
ing filence all on a fudden, a Iked Tchin 
if he was in reality his lbn? 4 It was not 
4 from me/ replied Tchin, 4 that he 
4 received life, though I look ppon him 
4 as my own Ion. Seven years ago, a 
4 man paft’cd through this city, letdirg 
4 tins boy in his hand; an J, by chance, 

4 addretfed 
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* add re fled himfelf to me, and prayed 

* me to afiift him in his extreme ne- 

* ceflity. 44 My wife,” faid he, 44 is 
44 dead, and has only left me this child. 
44 The bad (late of my affairs has ob- 
44 *liged me to leave my country for a 
44 time, and retire to Hoaingan, among 
44 my relations, from whom I expeft a 
44 fum of money, that I may fettle my- 
44 felf again. I have not wherewithal 
44 to bear the charges of jny journey; 
44 will you therefore be fo charitable as 
44 to advance me three taels ? I will re- 
44 flore them faithfully when 1 return; 
44 and, as a pledge of my honelty, I 
4 * will commit to your keeping what I 
44 hold mod dear in the world, that is, 
44 my only fon.- I (hail no fooner ar- 
4# rive at Hoaingan, but I will return 
** and fetch thfs dear child.” 

4 This confidence affe£Ud me much; 

4 I put into his hand the fum required; 

4 and, when he left me, he (hed tears, 

4 tedifying that he left his Ion with 
4 gieat regret: though what furprized 
4 me was, that the child feemed unccn- 
4 cerned at the reparation. Not find- 

* ing the pretended father return, I had 
4 iufpicions that f wanted to have clear- 
4 ed up. I called the child; and, from 

the different queftions which I alked 
4 him, I found that he was born in the 
4 city of Voufi; that one day being* 
4 from home to fee a proceflion pal's by, 
i and going a little too far, he was de- 
4 ceived, and carried off by a perl'on 
4 unknown. He told me alfo the name 
4 of his father and mother, and I foon 
4 perceived tint the child had been llo- 

* len by a villain; for which rea'on I 
4 treated him with compafiion, and his 
4 behaviour to me gained my heart. I 
4 have often intended to make a journey 
4 on purpofe to Yoqli, to gain informa- 
4 tion of his family, but Hill I have 

* been prevented by fome accident or 

* other. It happened very fortunately 
4 'that, a few minutes ago, when you 
y were fpe.tking of your foil, ibtne of 
4 your vyords recalled palfc tranlactions 
4 ire ill to my memory ; upon which 1 
4 feotfoi theboy a to feeifyou knew him/ 
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At thefe words, the tears trickled 
down the face of Hieul in great abun¬ 
dance, through excefs of joy ; at the 
fight of which Liu wept alfo. 4 A 
4 particular mark/ faid he, 4 will make 
4 this matter (till more plain : a little 
4 above his knee there is a black fpot, 

4 which was the effeft of his mother** 

4 longing when with child of him/ 
Hieul, on this, (hewed the mark; which 
Liu feeing, took him up in his arms, 
and embraced him. 4 My fon/ faid he, 
4 my dear fon! by what good fortune 
4 have I found thee again, after fo long 
4 an abfence l * 

In thefe happy moments, it is eafy to 
conceive what tranfports of joy were felt 
both by the father and fon. After a 
thoufand tender embraces, Liu, forcing 
hiinfdf from the arms of his foil, threw 
himfelf at the feet of Tchin. 4 How 
4 much am I obliged to you/ faid he, 

4 for taking into your houfe, and bring* 
4 ing up with.fo much tendernefs, this 
4 dear part of my felf ! Without you, 

4 we might never have been re-united/ 

4 My amiable benefa&or/ replied 
Tcliin, lifting him up, 4 it is this gene- 
4 rous of virtue, in reftoring the tyvo 
4 hundred taels, which has moved the 
4 companion of Heaven—it is Heaven 
4 itfelf that has conduced you hither, 

4 where you have recovered what you 
4 had loll, and vainly fought fo many 
4 years. Now I know that thi$ lovely 
4 boy belongs to yon, I am forry that 
4 I did not ufe him with gr eater friend- 
4 (hip.*—‘ Proftra'e yourlelf, my fon/ 
faid Liu, 4 and Ihew your gratitude to 
• your benefaftor/ 

Tchin put himfelf in a poflure to re¬ 
turn the compliments that were made; 
but Liu, in confufion at this excefs of 
civility, immediately approached him, 
and prevented his purpofe. Thefe ce¬ 
remonies being ended, they fet him down 
again, and Tchin placed young Hieul 
on a feat near his father ; all happy arid 
plea led, and convinced that virtuous 
and generous aftions wdl ever meet with 
the reward they lb juftly deferve. 


Zzz THE. 
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STORY OF LITTLE ANDREW. 

FROM THE FRENCH OF M. BERQUIN. 


A Poor labourer, named Bennet, bad 
fix young children, wh m lie found 
great difficulty in maintaining; but 
whom he had nevertheleis i'upported by 
bis induitiy, till there came fo bat! a 
eafon, that the price of corn was railed, 
3nd bread was lold dearer than ever. 
The good man worked day and night; 
yet, in fpite of his utmoft diligence, he 
could not earn money enough to buy 
even the worff and cheapeft food for fo 
many poor hungry children. He was 
icon therefore reduced to the utmoff 
mifery. One day he called about him 
all his family; and, with tears in his 
eyes, laid to them—— 1 My fweet little 
4 ones, every thing is growing fo dear, 

* that with all rnv working I cannot get 
4 enough for yourlubiiftence: thismor- 
* fel of bread, that I now fhew you, 

4 coffs me all the money that I can earn 
4 in the whole day. You muff content 
4 yourlelves, therefore, to ffiarewiihme 
4 ?he r am able to get: and though 
4 it will not be enough to f.tbfy you, 

4 it will ferve to prevent your dying 
4 quite llarved.' The poor man could 
fay no more; he railed* up his eyes to 
Heaven, and fobbed bittcily. Hischil¬ 
dren l00 J and every one laid to 

himfelf—‘ O good God! come to our 
4 help, p' or little miferable things that 
4 we are! help too our poor father, and 
4 leave us not to die for hunger!' 

Ben net then divided his loaf into, feven 
equal parts; hekep: a (hare for himfelf, 
and gave the reit among his children. 
One ot them, however, vvhofe name was 
Andrew, refilled .,is portion, faying, 

4 I am ill, father, and I can tal^e no- 
4 thing; fo pray eat my ffiare yourfdf, 

4 or elfe part it among the others.'_ 

4 My poor dear child, what is it ails 
4 you ?' cried Bennet, taking him in his 
arms. * I am ill, anfwered Andrew, 1 
* very ill, father; I will go and lie down.’ ' 
Bennet immediately carried him to bed* ' 
andeariy the next morning, in the great- 
eft diftrefs, he went to a phyfician, and < 
^onjured him to have the charity to come 4 


j and fee his Tick fbn, and dire& what 
i Ihould be done for him. 

^ The pnyffeian, who was a very hu* 
r mane man, confented to accompanr 
t Bennet home, though certain he fnould 
> never be paid for his vilit. He went to 
. little Andrew’s bed-fide, took Ids hand, 

, and felt his pulfe; but could difeover no 
: fy nip tom of any difoider. He found 
him, however, extremely weak, and faid 
he would give orders for fome medicine 
that would ltrengthen him. ‘ No, don't 
‘ or(ler me a "y thing, Sir,’ cried An¬ 
drew, ‘ for I muft not take it, be it what 
‘ it will.’ 

THE PHYSICIAN. 

‘You inuft not take it} And pray 
why not? 

ANDREW. 

Don talk me, Sir, fori cannot tell 
you the reaion.’ 

THE PHYSICIAN. 

t ‘ An , (i who fbould hinder you, child? 

You leem to me a very obftinate little 
4 boy.’ 

ANDREW. 

4 No, indeed, Sir, it is not outofob- 
ltinacy, if you’ll believe; but only I 
4 can’t tel] you why.’ J 

THE PHYSICIAN. 

‘ Well, juft as you pleafe ; I (hall not 
force you: but I fhall a Ik your father: 
and be, I pieiume, will fuealc to be 
bitter underftcod.' 

ANDREW. 

, no, pray, Sir! don’t let my fa¬ 
ther hear any thing about it.* 

THE PHYSICIAN. 

You are a molt pervei fe and incom- 
4 prehenfibie boy; and I fhall molt un- 
doubtedly apply to your father, if you 
will not explain yourfelf.* 

ANDREW. 

^ • no » no > Sir! for God’s fake 
don’t do tnat! I would rather tell you 
everything! Butfirft, pray fend my 
brothers and filters out of the room.’ 

The phyfician then bid all the chil- 
g°» and then little Andrew faid— 
f Oh, Sir! in thefe hand times, my faJ 


^G( • ^Ie 
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STROY OF LITTLE ANpREW. 


4 ther can but juft get enough to buy a 
4 coarfe brown loaf; and he (hares it 

* among us all; and every one can have 

* but a little morfel; and for all that he 

* hardly keeps any for himfelf. But it 
4 makes me very forrowful to fee my 
‘ poor little brothers, and my poor little 
4 lifters, all fo hungry* And I am the 

* eldeft, and I am ftrongerthan they are; 

* fo I had rather go without noyfelf, than 
‘ eat any of it from them. Anil this 
4 is the reafon I made believe I was ill: 
‘ but pray. Sir, don't tell my father, 
4 for it will only fret him.' 

The pHyfician, wiping his eyes, faid, 
4 But you too, my good boy, are you 
4 not hungry yourfelf?’ 
v ANDREW. 

‘ O yes, indeed, I am very hungry 

* too, only that does not vex me fo badly 

* as feeing them lo.’ 

THE PHYSICIAN. 

4 But you mu ft loon die yourfelf, if 
4 you will take no nourifhment.' 

ANDREW. 

‘ I know it very well, Sir; but I lhall 
‘ die with a very good heart; for my 
4 father will have one mouth lefs to fill: 
4 and when I go to God Almighty, I 

* (hall beg him very hard to give my 
‘ poor little brothers and lifters fome- 
‘ thing to eat.’ 

The worthy phylician felt the utmoft 
tendernefb and admiration as heliftened 
to the lentiments of this generous child. 
He took him in his arms prelTed him to 
his bolom, and faid to him —- 4 No, my 

* excellent little lad, thou (halt not die; 

* God, the Father of us all, will take 

* care of thee, and of all thy family. 

* Give thanks to him, that he has lent 
4 me to your alfiftance : I (hail return 
f to you prelently.’ 

fie then haftened to his own houfe, 


367 

and loading one of his fervants with all 
forts of proviftons,hebid him attend him 
back to Andrew and his half ttarved 
little brothers and fifters. He made them 
all fit down at a table and defired them 
to eat till every one was fully l'atisfied. 
It was a feene of true delight to this 
good phyfician, to witnefs the happinefs 
of thefe innocent creatures; and when 
he went away, he charged Andrew to 
fuffer no farther uneifmefs, promifing 
to fupply them himfelf with all ne- 
ceflaries. 

He faithfully kept his word, fending 
them eveiy day food in great plenty: ana 
many othe; good and charitable perfons, 
to whom he told this adventure, imitat¬ 
ed his benevolence. Some gave them 
pr vifions, others money, others linen 
and clonths; fo that, in a very fhort 
time, they had even more of every thing 
than they required. 

No fooner was Bennet’s landlord,who 
was a nobleman of extenfive fortune and 
intereft. informed of what the courage¬ 
ous little Andrew had fuftcred for the 
fake of his father, and his brothers and 
fifters, than, ftruck with admiration at 
fuch genet ofity and fortitude, he fent for 
the poor tn vn, and faid to him—* You 
4 have a moft wonderful fdn; and I will 
4 my (elf, alfo, be a father to him. I 

* will fettle you upon my ovvneftate;and 
‘ the reft of your children (halibeedu- 

* cared to whatever trade they them felves 

* chufe, and at my expence: andif they 
‘ improve as they ought, I will take car# 
4 to have them all provided for.’ 

Bennet returned home almoft wild 
with joy; and, throwing himfelf upon 
his knees, gave thanks to Heaven, for 
having blelfed him with fo excellent 4 
child. 


THE 

PATH OF PREFERMENT; 


O B, 

MILITARY merit rewarded. 


A GERMAN 

D UR I NG a long and bloody war, 
in which two polified nations daily 
jhci ificed Humanity at the (hrine of Con- 
queft, Count Barnald had generoufly 
$Uyotp4 his courage, talents, and fpr* 


ANECDOTE. 

tune, to the fervice of his country. He 
was the only general who had been 
able, at once, to command both fear and 
refpeCt. Though the enemy were com» 
celled to fly before bis victorious arms, 
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and to admit the fuperioritv of his ta¬ 
lents and the greatnels of his mind, yet 
cotild they not refufe him their efteem; 
for that countenance which, amidft the 
din of battle, fpoke tenor and difmay 
to the oppofing foe, after viAory'was 
facure, foftened into theutmott mildnefs 
of benevolent mercy to the vancpiifhed 
enemy. Cruelty refides only in the 
breaft of Imbecility, which is ever de¬ 
voted to wickednefs; and in the bofom 
of Tyranny, which is the conttant aly- 
lnm of cowardice. Never did Barnaid 
make ufe of luccefs to promote infamy. 
He fcorned the refinements of modern 
barbarity; nor for the purpofe of inti¬ 
midation, or the punifhment of vigo¬ 
rous refinance, would he defeend to 
become the inftrument of indiferiminate 
ddtru&ion: he only regarded as his 
enemies thofe who met him armed in 
the field; and his benevolence was pro- 
duftiveof more extenfive utility to his 
country than even his courage. 

The Count was now defeending into 
the vale of years, by a path as fmooth 
as glory and riches could make it. 
With tne rank of field-marfhal, and a 
confiderable penfion, he patted the great- 
eft part of the year in the country, 
where he repofed on his laurels. His 
duty, indeed, induced him fometimes to 
appear in the pompous tumult of the 
court, where his l'overeign was hapoy 
to con fait him, and where the courtier 
received him with a profejjicnal bow ; 
while every honeft man in the kingdom 
honoured and efteemed him, and the 
joldier hailed him as his father. 

Yet, notwithftanding the honours 
which were lavifhed on him at court, 
he fonght for happinefs in the breaft of 
bis family, which confided of two daugh¬ 
ters and a fon. The girls, whole edu¬ 
cations had conftituted his chief ttudy 
and pleafure, were lately married to men 
of rank and worth. His fon had a 
regiment; and, by an advantageous 
match, was in pofTeilion of a large for¬ 
tune, part of which confided in a plea- 
fant eftate, immediately contiguous to 
that on which the Count refided. This 
young nobleman was zealous to purfue 
the footiteps of his father, and ambi¬ 
tious to attain the fummit of glory : 
nor was his zeal fruitlefs, nor his ambi¬ 
tion unrewarded. Never was a father 
more fondly attached to his fon; never 
did a fon evince a more affe&ionate re* 
fyeft for hi t father 1 


The Colonel was making c^nfiderablo 
alterations in the eftate he had lately 
acquired; and hail added an entire wing 
to his cable, in which he had fitted up 
a mod maghificent apartment, whole 
walls were hung with pictures repre- 
fenting ail the heroick a&ions of his 
father. • Such feenes,' faid he wi fr 
juft ; ce, 1 are far preferable to thole inani- 
‘ mate landfcapes which fpeak not to 

* the foul, and will do my father more 

* honour than the genealogical tree of 

* his ancettors.' 

He had encouraged the mod famous 
painters to the full exertion of their ta¬ 
lents* by a promile of liberal rewards j 
and as the fubjeA was worthy the ma¬ 
tter, and finch as mult infallibly Itcuu 
the refipecl and admiration of petterity, 
tnev were infpired with unufual ardour, 
and their exertions were consequently* 
crowned with unufual fuccds. 

In one picture the Count was repre- 
fented in the a6t of throwing his colours 
into the enemy’s ranks; and, by fuch a 
courageous irdtance of fortunate teme¬ 
rity, reviving the l'pirits of his droop¬ 
ing fioldiers, who, overcome by fatigue,' 
were giving way on every fide. 

In another, he was fieen leading on 
his men to the attack of a hefieged cir^ 
ar.d the firlt to mount the breach ; for¬ 
getting the general in the fioldier, and 
ottering an example of intrepid valour 
to his comrades. 

In a third, he was delivering his 
prince fiom the enemy, who had fur- 
prized him as he was enjoying the 
amufement of the chace. 

In the tux’, he was receiving from 
the hands of his fovereign the ItafF of 
field-marfhal, with a carte blanck <. 

In another, he was tailing from his 
hoile, on the field of battle, in confe- 
quence of a mufKet-fhot; and, iu his 
fall, pointing to the enemy. 

In the latt, he was figning the long- 
defired peace, which lecured to his ex* 
haulted country plenty and repofe. 

In Ihort, although his fon had taken 
every precaution to avoid the leaft fbm- 
blar.ee of unfeemly vanity, the mind 
was every where regaled with fiome trait 
of that fteady patriotifim or ardentglory 
which had invariably marked the comic 
of the old Count's exiltence. 

His plan had been conduced with the 
greateft fecrefys and, fome days after 
the completion of the piAures, the Co¬ 
lonel gave an elegant dinner, in the 
apartment 
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apartment they were defined to adorn, 
to a numerous and refpeftahlecompany. 
What a li^ht for the old General, at his 
lii ft Entrance, to behold the glorious 
actions of h:s life thus faithfully repre¬ 
sented by the annua ed pencil of Truth! 
Tnis new trait of filial p ety, tlv* Sincere 
compliments of an iliuftrious afTemblv, 
and the remcmhrar.ee ot tholV dreadful 
feenes of carnage which theie pi:iurrs 
brought to his mi rub aft.6led him molt 
fer.ubly. He poflfcfled too great a por¬ 
tion of candour and mcdelly not freely 
to indulge thole powerful emotions of 
joy which he fo deepiv experienced: 
lie fixed his eyes on hi* Son, while his 
cheek was fuff tiled with the glow of 
paternal affection ; and die whole com¬ 
pany fvmpathized with his feelings. 

He loon, however, examined thep.c- 
tures witli a certain air <1 indifference, 
which created miiver'hl furprize; and 
turning to his fin, with exprellions of 
kindnefs, addrefied him thus— 1 You 

* did right, my Ion, to conceal your 

* defign from me, fince you w?s fully 

* refolved to purfue it to execution. 1 
4 fhould certainly have endeavoured to 

* prevent what it is now too late to for- 

* bid. To afiume the language of 

* reproach, would be a proof of afTefla- 

* tion rather than of modefty: but let 
4 me afi'ure you, that what affords me 
4 the trileft pleafure in thofe pi&ures, 
4 is the mark of filial refpeft and ten- 

* dernefs which they offer to my mind. 

* Yet, my for.—’ Here the Count 
fhook his head with an equivocal linile. 

* What would my father fay?’ laid the 
Colonel. * This inftance of biography,' 
continued fhe Count, * has incurred the 
4 fate of all Inch accounts as are written 
4 without/lhe knowledge or conlent of 
4 the hero. Some chara&eriftick inci- 

* dent, or leading trait, explanatory of 

* his whole life, is not unfVequcntly 

* omitted or lupprefTed. What food 
4 for refle&ion muft thefe hiftorical re- 
4 prefentations afford, when my own 
4 for.———* He flopped fhort; and his 
lait words were not pronounced with 
that expreflire tendernefs which evinces 
the effufions of a grateful heart, but 
were accompanied by a finile of fevere 
irony. They begged him to finifli; 
but, after a long filence, he thus pro¬ 
ceeded—* If your intention was to give 
4 a feeble fketch of my paft life, you 

* have forgotten an a&ion c£ huoijij 
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* well worthy remark; afta&ion, with- 

* out which we fhould not have all met 

* here to-day thus gay and contented) 

* at leaft, we fhould not all have met as 

* we now meet. To-morrow, at bneak- 

* fa ft, my fon, if you will remind rue, l 

* will relate it. It would be a pity that 
4 Inch an a&ion fhould be consigned to 
4 oblivion.’ 

The company infilled that he fhould 
relate it immediately; but he fmiled 9 
and refufed: and, when their foiicita- 
tions became importunate, he could not 
forbear betraying evident figns of dif- 
pleal’ure, which foon caufed tliem to 
ceaf-. r rhey were therefore obliged to 
fit down to dinner with ungratified 
curiofirv. 

The Colonel, who had retained every 
fyll ible of his father's difeourfe, did not 
fail, the next morning, to renew the 
convention. * You recoiled, Sir/ 
laid he to his father, * your promife of 
‘ ydlerday.*—* Yes, yes,’ returned the 
Count; * and I find you are not willing 

* to forget it. As I have promifed, it 

* is but juft I fhould perform: but fird 

* let us adjourn to the room in which 

* that promife was made, and be caie- 

* ful that no one interrupts us.' They 
accordingly repaired to the roorh; and 
the Count addreffed his fon as follows— 

* That firft row of pi&ures on the 

* wall which faces us, is, I obfenre* 
4 terminated by that in which my fo- 

* vereign is bellowing on me the mar-r 
4 fbal's ftaff, accompanied by a c*rtg 
4 blanch*. You have there coramitted 

* a grand miftake, by uniting two events 

* which were feparated by a diflance of 

* fifteen years; two feparate marks of 

* honour, conferred by two different 
4 monarchs, from motives of a very dif- 

* ferent nature. That, however, is aa 

* error which might be eafily repaired. 

* But tell me, is not thatpiftur* meant 

* to imprefs a belief that a marfhal’s 

* rank was bellowed on me for one or 
4 all of thofe a £1 ions which are repre- 
4 fented in the other pictures?’—'‘Mott 

* certainly,* faid the ColoneL 4 It 
4 tends, then, to convey a falfhood/ 
replied the Count: * for the aftion of 

* glory, which was fo nobly rewarded 
4 by procuring me that honour, is pre- 
4 cilely the only one which you have- 

* omitted to record in this hiftorical 
4 colle6lion.’—* Good God! Sir, is it 

* polfible my memory can have been lb 

4 defe&ivet* 
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* defective!’— 4 It is not your memory 

* I accule, my Ton; and your heart, 
4 much Ui's : how could you reprefent 

* an action which you knew not of? 

* Your ignorance is as little to he won- 

* deied at as your pftlent adonifliment. 
4 When I obtained that ft <ff of honour, 

* you was (fill in your infancy. The 

* a£I which procured it me I have never 
4 yet mentioned to any earthly being ; 
4 and, before I impart it to you, I mult 

* be fatisfied that no one can overhear 
4 us.’ 

The Colonel a flared him that he need 
be under no apprthenlion j and the 
Count refumed his dilcouile, but in a 
much lower tone of voice— 4 Lei us re* 

* view, my (on, thele various actions, 
4 with the rewards that followed them. 
4 This difabled arm is an acquifition 

* nrtade in yonder battle; in which, with 

* an equal portion of Hull and good 

* fortune, I threw my colours inro the 

* enemy’s ranks. By that lucky (fra- 

* tagem I recalled my left wing, which 
4 was actually retreating, at the veiy 
4 critical moment when the right was 
4 preparing to follow it’s example. I 

* law prodigies of valour performed, 

* and the enemy were cut to pieces. 

* I was then only major, and—major 

* I remained. The general who com¬ 
manded us, and who was one of the 

* firft that fled, received a confiderable 

* penflon for his fervices on that im* 

* portant day, on which he had fo 

* nobly expofed his life at the head of 

* his army, who were aflonilhed at the 

* courage he difplayed. In that battle, 

* where I fell from my horfe, weltering 

* in my blood, I was taken pr.loner. 

* My wound was neglected; and, in 

* the cartel which was eftahlifhed loon 

* after, I was totally forgotten. At 

* length my ranfom was paid—out of 

* my own pocket.’ A built of indig¬ 
nation now broke from the Colonel, 
which his father did not feem to notice, 
but coolly continued his narrative-*- 

* I recolleft but too well, even without 

* the aid of a pi£\ure, the wound which 

* I ftill feel on my foreheads it was 

* from a mufket-ball, clofe to yonder 
4 fort; the liege whereof afforded us 

* ample occupation for a whole cam- 

* paign; and which, I may affirm, was 
« both taken and preferred, merely by 

* my exertions: I lay, preserved; for I 

* was compelled to (lain my fword with 

* the blood of our own foldiers, in or- 


‘ der to put a flop to the aflaffinatfoilf 

* they were committing, and to prevent 
‘ them from plundering a town which I 
4 bad made them take by ajlault, by 
4 planting my colours on the breach, 
4 which I was the firft to mount. It 

* is true, on my arrival, the king 
4 thanked me in prefence of his whole 
4 court} and, the very fame day, be- 
4 flowed the government of the place 
4 w hich I had juft fubdued on the Ion 
4 of his piime-mir.ilfer, a boy of llven- 
4 teen, who had not even been prefeut 
4 when it was taken. He offered me, 
4 indeed, the command under the child} 
4 and betrayed tokens of aftonifhment 
4 at my refufal. 

4 It was not without great difficulty, 
4 or, to fpeak with more propriety, iC 
4 was by nitre chance that I efcaped 
4 baniflunent, if not perpetual imprifon- 
4 ment, for having made that peace, 
4 which indeed, by taking perhaps an 
4 unfair advantage of rfiy carte blanch 
4 I had ligned with too great precipita* 
4 tion ; (or I omitted to compel the 
4 enemy to cede a territory of about a 
4 dozen acres, and three fmall villages, 
4 from the ridiculous apprehenfion that 
4 the war might be continued for an* 
4 other year, at the additional expence 
4 of fome millions of florins, and lome 
4 thoufands of lives.’ 

4 Gracious Heavens!’ exclaimed the 
Colonel. 4 Hold,’ fays the Count} 
4 let me go on: the belt yet remains to 
4 be told. You have fetn the fnuff- 
4 box which the king gave me, as a re* 

4 ward for the affiflance I afforded him 
4 when he was furprized by the enemy 
4 as he was hunting. To be fuie, it 
4 was rather ridiculous to hunt in an 
4 enemy’s country} and at a time, too, 
4 when he might expert to find an 
4 enemy or a fpy in every man w ho ap- 

* proached his perfon. But I had my 
4 fpies alfoj and a troop of brave feL 
4 lows, on whole fidelity I could rely. 

4 The enemy’s party were compelled to 
4 yield up their prize} and I was ha* 

4 noured with this fmiff-box, which is 
4 worth about a hundred and fifty du- 
4 cats—to pay me for a beautiful horfe 
4 which was killed under me, and was 
4 worth at lead four hundred. But the 
4 chamberlain who was taken with the 
4 king was made court-marfhal, as a 
4 reward for his faithful fervices. I 
4 mu(t own, indeed, that he exerted 
4 himfelf to the utrtoft to draw his 

* couttau 
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* tcouteau de chaffe y but unfortunately 
4 it refuted to quit the tcabbard. 

4 At this time I could not refrain 
4 from (hewing fome vifible marks of 
4 difcontent, which attracted the mi- 
4 nifter's attention ; who, to calm my 
4 inquietudes, advifed his mailer to give 
4 me this crofs, which led meintocon- 
4 fidera'ple ex pence, without a potfibility 
4 of it's producing the molt tiivial ad- 
4 vantage. 

* You look ferious, Colonel: don’t 
4 be dtfcouraged; you will find that 
4 true merit may, by chance, meet with 
4 it's reward. I was fifteen years a 
4 major, without advancing a ftep.'*— 
4 Fifteen years!' faid the Colonel; 4 but 
4 I fuppofe it was by your own choice? 
4 your philofophy was loch as 
4 Yes, yes,’ replied* the Count: 4 I 
4 might, perhaps, excite admiration, by 
4 afluming the language of humble phi- 
4 lolophy; but truth, though not fo 
4 br.iliant, is ftill fuperior to falfe glory. 
4 Believe me, my atfcXion for rny fa- 
4 mily always made me eager for ho- 
4 nourable advancement in the line of 
4 my piofellion; and I did not remain 
4 unr warded from a ttubborn rfctufal 
4 of honours, but from the more fuc 
4 cefsful applications of couitlv claim- 
4 ants, whole perfevering adulation ob 
4 tained what mult inevitably havebepn 
4 refuted to their merit. The prince, 
4 whole honour and whofe life, nay, 
4 whofe very empire I had prelerved, 
4 was now no more; and his fuccelfor 
4 was, I fuppofe, either ignorant of the 
4 (ervices I had done the ft ate, or be- 
4 lieved they had been rewarded during 
4 the preceding reign. Tired at length 
4 with liftening to promtfes as foletnnly 
4 ipade as perfidioufly broken*; and dif- 
4 gufted at feeing my hopes, founded in 
4 juftice, ever terminate in difappoint- 
4 ment; I had refolved to a(k ptrnnflion 
4 to refign, and to retire into the coun- 
4 try, witli the view of palling the re 
4 roainder of my days in the calm hap- 
4 pine.Is of tranquil obfcurity ; when 
4 Fate, wearied probably by the length 
, 4 and conftancy of her persecution, af- 
4 forded me an unexpeXed opportunity 
4 of performing an action which put the 
4 finilhing ftroke to my fortune and 

* glory-' 

4 For Heaven’s fake, Sir, explain !’ 
faid the Colonel, in the accents of im¬ 
patience. 4 Certainly,’ continued the 
Count, 4 that glorious aXion would 
VOL. II. 


form a glorious fubjeX for a magnifi¬ 
cent painting: you would only have 
4 to reprefent a broad river, with lome 

* well-drelfedwomenonthe bank, weep- 
4 ing molt bitterly; and me on horfe- 
4 back, in the midftof the torrent, hold- 
4 ing up a lap-dog, blind with age, 
4 half-dro A-red, and the water dripping 
4 from his Ikin. Don’t you think ifuch 
4 a fcene would form a moll interefting 
4 picture ?’— 4 You cannot furelv be fe- 
4 rous?’ anfvered the Colonel. 4 In- 
4 deed I am',’ laid the Count; 4 and 
4 this was the noble aft* 11 which railed 
4 me to the rank I now enjoy; which 
4 was productive of more glory than 
4 . the blood I had fo often (bed for my 
4 country; which obtained for me greater 
4 rewards than thirty years of aXual 
4 lervice ; than the painful toil of fo 
4 many days and night-, expoled to the 
4 wintry (torn, and t the conft.inr fiie 
4 of a deipeiate foe. It would be eafy 
4 for me to augment v.our furprize, by 

* obferving, that no man of honour ever 
4 mentioned the name of his m; ft refs 
4 without a bluih : but, as a regular 
4 narrative is better than a hafty (ketch, 
4 or an imperftX outline, iiften to me 
4 with attention. 

4 A vacancy in the lift of field-mar - 
4 lhals had juft happened by the death 
4 of Count Pielling. The Claimants 
4 who prelented U;em (elves were nunie- 
4 rous : each had his patty, and each 
4 had powerful connexions. I was one 
4 of them; and, from my age, and the 
4 length and importance of myfervices, 
4 I may fay, without vanity, my title to 
4 fucccfs was indifputably the belt of 
4 any : but I faw beforehand that my 
4 claims would meet with litiK* aiten- 
4 tion ; for the mimfter, Baron Kunig, 

4 at that time enjoyed a greater extent 
4 of authority than the Ibvereign him- 
4 felf; and they who were protected by 
4 the monarch, were often compelled to 
4 yield up their pretentions to the fa- 
4 vourites of the minifter. It is true, 

4 indeed, he profefled a friendlhip for 
4 me ; but I knew that, to preferve it, 

4 it would be necefiary to apply to him, 

4 inftead of his matter : and you mult 
4 imagine that I polTefled too much 
4 pride, bafely to pay court to a man 
4 who was trembling under the rod of 
4 his preceptor, at a time when I' was 
4 covered with the blood of vanquilhed 
4 enemies. Without being endued with 
4 the fpirit of prophecy, it was eafy to 
3 A 4 forefee 
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4 forefee the fate of my felicitations. 
4 One morning I was riding gently along 

* the road, at a diftance from the town, 
4 loft in reflection on my fituation, and 

* doubting whether I had not better re- 

* tire abruptly from court, than fubjeCl 

* tnyfelf to a frefh infult; when I was 

* fuddciily roe.zed from my reverie by 

* a carnage which pafl'ed me with the 

* utmoft rapidity. In it was a little girl, 

* who had been formerly the miniller’s 
9 chambermaid, but was now raifed to 
4 the rank, of his fevereign nuftrets. 
4 She was moll elegantly made, and as 
4 lovelv as Venus, if a woman may be 
4 called lovelv who has neither fenfe nor 
€ modclty. She barely returned my 
9 iaiute with an air of extreme non- 
4 chnlance\ and, proceeding a little far- 

* ther, alighted from her carriage, to 
4 walk on the banks of the river. Re- 
4 felved not to falute her a lecond time, 
4 I turned my horle’s head to a road on 
4 the left, when my ears were aflailed 

* by loud exclamations of grief and 

* dillrels: they proceeded from the fpot 

* where the women were walking, whom 
4 l law running about in great confu- 

* lion. Fearing feme accident had hap- 
4 pened, I immediately galloped fo- 
4 wards them. The moment his Ex- 
4 cellency's miftrefs perceived my ap- 
4 proach, ftie ran to meet me, with a 
4 countenance expreflive of the deepetl 
4 affliction. 44 Oh! General, General !'* 

4 ftie exclaimed, 44 let me entreat you to 
44 come to our afliftance! My little fa- 
44 vourite, poor, dear Azor, has fallen 
44 into the water! He can't get out with - 
44 out help, and we cannot approach 
44 him. Look! look ! he’ll be drowned ! 
44 What (hall we do? Pray, General, 
44 let me conjure you—” Without 
4 giving myfelf time for reflection, or 
4 ordering my fervant to execute a com- 
4 million which was certainly more fuit- 
4 able to him than his mailer, I clapped 
4 fpurs to my horle, rode into the river, 

4 and feizing the little animal, who was 
4 at his lall tlruggle, redo eel him to his 
4 affected miftrefs. The feene that fol- 
4 lowed really excited a (mile of com- 
4 paflion. The mod tender parent, at 
9 her felt interview with a darling Ion 
4 whom (he had believed (lain in battle, 

4 could not havedifplayed mcrecopiou 9 
4 tft'ufions of joy and gratitude. To 
4 thof? add the infipid congratulations 


4 of the whole company; the ridiculous 
4 eagei nefs to be the fe ft to enjoy the 
4 pleaiure of carefflng the refeued fa- 
4 vourite ; and, at the lame time, the 
f 4 fear of fpoiling a pretty gown; the 
4 vain defeription of their falle alarms, 
4 with thole affe&ed exclamations meant 
4 rather to attraCl notice than command 
4 attention; and you will ealily conceive 
4 that the tout enfemble formed a truly 
4 comick feene. 

4 I thought that, as there was nofar- 
4 ther fervice to render, I might depart 
4 in peace; but little Azor’s miftrefs 
4 prefled me fe urgently to favour her 
4 with my company for a few minutes, 

4 that I could not refill. I therefore 
4 alighted from my horfe, and offeied 
4 her my arm, which fee accepted; and 
4 taking me to a little diftance from the 
4 company, faid— 44 I know, General, 
44 the objeCt of your felicitations at 
44 court; and, if I forget the fervice 
44 you have rendered me, or leave it 
4t without reward—If theminifter, from 
44 this inftant, does not become your 
44 warmell friend, he lliall have me for 
44 his enemv.—My poor Azor!—You 
44 (hall fee, General, that I can begrate- 
44 ful.” I made her a polite bow, but 
4 fpoke not a word—for, to confefs the 
4 truth, your father had too much pride 
4 to confent to be indebted, forfoeffen- 
4 tral a fervice, to fuch a patronefs; and 
4 yet was too much of the courtier en- 
4 tirely to rejeCl an advantage which 
4 offered itfelf fpontaneoully to his ac- 
4 ceptance. I determined never to re- 
4 nund my fair protedrefs of her pro- 
4 mile. 

4 Would you believe that, the very 
4 next day, as I was in the king’s anti- 
4 chamber, the miniller took me afide, 

4 and a (lured me that his mailer had of 
4 late frequently mentioned my name 
4 and fervices; that lie had been (ludi- 
4 ous to confirm his intentions in my 
4 favour; ,and had every reai'on to be- 
4 lieve that he Ihould foon be able to 
4 congratulate me on the attainment of 
4 rny wifhes ! He was right—That 
4 fame month I,obtained the ftafF of 
4 field-marDial. Had not my confcienct 
4 afiured me I merited that honour, 

4 believe me, I would have refufed itt 
4 but a retrofpe&ive view of my pad 
4 life made me accept, without a blufh, 

4 the reward I could claim as my due.* 
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SIR CHARLES and 
BY MRS. 

S IR Charles and Lady Worthy are 
neither gloomy alceticks, nor fran- 
tick enthufialts. They married from 
affe&ion founded on long acquaintance 
and perfeft efteem ; they thetefore enjoy 
the beft plealures of the heart in the 
higheft degree : they concur in a rational 
fcheme of life; which, while it makes 
them always chearful and happy, ren¬ 
ders them the friends of human kind, 
and the blelfing of all around them. 
They do not defert their ftation in the 
world, nor deny themfelves the proper 
and moderate ufeof their large fortune ; 
though that portion of it which is ap¬ 
propriated to the ufe of others, is that 
from which they derive their higheft 
gratifications. They fpend four or five 
months every year in London, where 
they keep up an intercourfe of hol’pi- 
tality and civility with many of the 
moft refpc&ahle perfons of their own or 
of higher rank ; but have endeavouicd 
rather at. a l'elett than a numerous ac¬ 
quaintance; and, as they never play at 
cards, ‘this endeavour lias the more 
eafily fuccceded# Three davs in the 
week, from the hour of dinner, are 
given up to this intercourfe with wlmt 
may be called the world: three more 
are fpent, in a family way, with a few 
intimate friends, whofe fades are con¬ 
formable to their own, and with whom 
the book and working-table, or fome- 
times mulick, fupply the intervals of 
ufeful and agieeable. converfation. In 
thefe parties their children are always 
prefent, and partake of the improvement 
that ariies from fuch focietv, or from 
the well-choi’en pieces which are read 
aloud. The feventh day is always fpent 
at home, after the due attendance on 
publick worfhip; anti is peculiarly ap¬ 
propriated to the religious infti notion of 
their children and fet vants, or to other 
works of charity. As they keep regular 
hours, and rile early, and as Lady 
Worthy never pays or admits morning- 
vifits, they have feven or eight hours in 
every day free from all interruption from 
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the world, in which the cultivation of 
the.r own minds, and thofe of their 
children, the due attention to health, to 
ceconomy, and to the poor, are carried 
on in the moft regular manner. 

Thus, even in London, they contrive, 
w’thout the appearance of quarrelling 
with the world, or of (hutting them- 
ielves up from it, to pals the greateft 
part of their time in a reafonabie and 
ufeful, as well as an agreeable, manner. 
The reft of the year they fpend at their 
family-feat in the country, where the 
happy eftv&s of their example, and of 
their aftiduous attention to the good of 
all around them, are ftill more observ¬ 
able than in town. Their neighbours, 
their tenants, and the poor, for many 
miles about them, find in them a fure 
refource and comfort in calamity, and a 
ready aftiftance to every fcheme of hotieft 
induftry. The young are inftru&ed at 
their expence, and under their direction, 
and rendered ufeful at the earlieft period 
poifible; the aged and the fick have 
every comfort adminiftered that their 
ftate requires; the idle and dilfolute aro 
kept in a .vc by vigilant infpe&ion ; the 
quarrelfoine are brought, by a fenfe of 
their own intereft, to live more quietly 
with their family and neighbours, and 
amicably to refer their difputes to Sir 
Charles’s dec j lion. 

This amiable pair are not lefs highly 
prized by the genteel families of their 
neighbourhood, wlto are fure of finding 
in their lioufc the moft polite and chear¬ 
ful hofpiiality, and in them a fund of 
good lenle and good humour, with a 
conftant difpohtion to promote every 
innocent plea fure. They are particu¬ 
larly the delight of all the young people, 
wiio confuler them as their patrons and 
their oracles, to whom they always ap¬ 
ply for advice and aftiftance in any kind 
of diftrels, or in any fcheme of amul’e- 
ment. 

Sir Charles and Lady Worthy are fe!- 
dom without fome friends in the houfe 
with them during their ftay in the conn- 
s A a try j 
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try; but, as their methods are known, 
they are never broken in upon by their 
guefts, who do not expert to fee them 
till dinner-time, except at the hour of 
prayer and of breakfaft. In their pri¬ 
vate walks or rides, thev ufually vifit 
the cottages of the labouring poor, with 
all of whom they are perionallv ac¬ 
quainted ; and, by the lweetnets and 
friendlinefs of their manner, as'well as 
fcy their beneficent actions, they lb en¬ 
tirely polTefs the hearts of thele people, 
that they are made the confidents of all 
their family grievances, and the cafuifts 
to fettle all their icruples of confidence 
or difficulties of conduct. By this me* 
thod of converfing freely with them, 
they find out their different cliara&ers 
and capacities ; and often diftover, and 
apply to their own benefit, as well as that 
of the perfon they diltinguilh, talents 
which would otherwife have been for 
ever loft to the publick. 

From this flight fketch of their man¬ 
ner of living, can it be thought that the 
pra&ice of virtue colls them any great 
facriiices ? Do they appear to be the fer- 
vants of a hard matter ? Ir is true, they 
have not the amufement of gaming ; nor 
do they curfe themlelves, in bittemefs of 
foul, for lofing the fortune Providence 
had beftowed upon them: they are not 
continually in publick places, nor ftifled 
in crouded aflemblies j nor are their 
hours confumed in an inlipid inter¬ 
change of unmeaning chat with hun¬ 
dreds of fine people who are perfectly 
indifferent to them. But then, in return, 
the Being whom they ierve indulges 
them in the belt pleafures of love, of 
friendfhip, of parental and family affec¬ 
tion, of Divine beneficence, and of a 
piety which chiefly conlifls in joyful a£is 
of love and praile : not to mention the 
delights they derive from a talle uncor¬ 
rupted, and ftill alive to natural plea¬ 


fures } from the beauties of nature, and 
from cultivating thofe beauties joined 
with utility in the feenes around them; 
and, above all, from that flow of fpirits 
which a life of aftivity, and the conliant 
exerion of right atfe&ions, natuially 
produce. Compare their coumerances 
uitii thofe of the wretched (laves of ike 
world, who are hourly omplaining of 
fatigue, of iiftleflhefs, diftafte. and va¬ 
pours j and who, with faded cheeks and 
worn-out conltitutions, ftill continue to 
haunt the feenes where once their vanity 
lcund gratification, but where they now 
meet only with mortification and dif- 
guft : then tell me which has choien the 
happier plan, admitting for a moment 
that no future penalty was annexed to a 
wrong choice? Lillen to the character 
that is given of Sir Charles Worthy and 
his lady, wherever they are named, and 
then tc 1 me, whether even your idol, 
the world , is not more favourable to 
them than to you ? 

Perhaps it is vain to think of recalling 
thofe whom long habits, and the efta- 
bliflied tyranny of pride and vanity, 
have almolt precluded from a poflibility 
of imitating luch patterns, and in whom 
the very defire of amendment is ex- 
tinguilhedj but for thofe who are now 
entering on the ftage of life, and who 
hnve their parts to chufe, howeaineltly 
could I wifli for the fpirit of perfuaiicnj 
for Inch a “ warning voice,” as lhould 
make itlelf heard amidft all the gay 
buftle that furrounds them ! it lhould 
cry to them, without cealing, not to be 
led away by the crowd of fools, without 
knowing whither they are going—not 
to exchange real happh efs for the empty 
name of pleafure—not to prefer falhion 
to immortality—and not to fancy it 
poflible for them to be innocent, and at 
the lame time ufelcfs. 
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